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RABBI DR. ISAAC C. AVIGDOR
25 OVERHILL ROAD
WEST HARTFORD, CT 06117
.- Before World War II, . At every stop of these
even the poorest Jew ' trips, the Nazis stripped us
bought a luach (calendar) 'naked and confiscated all
from the peddlers. After 'our belongings. Books,

the Nazi onslaught, one of
the greatest ordeals was
not having a luach. In the
camps, no one knew which .
dayofthe week it was,

besides Sundays. After '

1940, no new calendars
were printed. My father,
Rabbi Dr. Jacob Avigdor, of
blessed memory, took upon
himself the task of creat- !
ing, from memory a He- |
brew luach, synchronized !
with the English dates. He -

considered this a holy -

duty, a mission in his role
as a rabbi.

The Nazis drove us out
from our home in Septem-
ber of 1939 and we lived on

the attic of the “Yishrei
Lev Shule.” Then we weq

moved to the ghetto, then
to a smaller ghetto, il
we were broug e
Zwangslager to

the oil refinery in our town -
of Droho ter we hid
in a bun the Aryan

side for three months.

We were discovered and
sent by cargo train to one
camp after another. My
father finally reached Bu-
chenwald and I was
shipped to the infamous
Camp Mathausen the
Guzen II branch. We were
separated for almost a
year. Buchenwald and
Mathausen were known as
the slaughter-houses, since .
every month new trans-
ports came from Poland,
Hungary and Lithuania.

pictures etc. were burned
and therefore one luach
after another disappeared,
and yet, my father always
reconstructed a new calen-
dar so that when asked
when a Yom Tov or Fast
day occurred he could
answer correctly. Even the
Musulman on death’s door
collected strength to con-
tinue life, when'told in a

whisper of an'oncoming

holiday, like, “tonight is
Purim or Kol Nidrei.” Only
a Holocaus ivor can
apprecia hat this

uach that my

ade at Buchen-

}8 a masterpiece writ-

on yellow scraps of
aper but clearly legible,
each letter like a pearl.
When he was freed by the

American Army in Buchen-
wald, the calendar sur-
vived along with him. It
escaped the gas chambers
and crematoria.

Twenty years after his
demise, I was searching
through his manuscripts
and I found the original
notes and calculations that
he used in recreating each
of the calendars.

I believe these originals
to be an historical docu-
ment and testament of the
spirituality of my father's
unique resistance to the
evils of the Holocaust.




Before and After

THE SAME PERSON

* (L): Rabbi Dr. Jacob Avigdor in 1939. (R): In traditional Rabbinic gear of sable fur
1t. (wom all year round). Bottom (L): Upon liberation from Buchenwald, welghmg 80 lbs.
1): in uniform as Chief Chaplain of Polish Army (Andrews Legion).

-

HOW THIS CALENDAR MANUSCRIPT WAS WRITTEN, COMPOSED AND
CREATED TOTALLY FROM MEMORY IS A FASCINATING TESTIMONY
TO THE GENIUS OF RABBI DR. JACOB AVIGDOR, HIS SENSE OF
SPIRITUAL RESISTANCE AND PASSIONATE HOPE, IN SPITE THE
INCOMPREHENCIBLE PSYCHOLOGICAL AND PHYSICAL DURESS AND
STARVATION, BUCHENWALD INMATES HAD TO ENDURE..
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