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Situated on a lot 103 ft. by 225 ft. in the community of Berwyn,
the A. J. Dunham house is two stories high and has a hipped roof with
original slate shingles and built in gutters. The structure is basic-
ally a stuccoed two-story block (facing west) with a chimney on the
north wall, and attached two-story wings to the south and east. A
-one-story brick garage joins the north-east corner of the main block.
The house sits on a beveled concrete foundation with a prominent
brick base which terminates with a stone sill course at the bottom
of the main floor windows. (Piers supporting a porch on the south
-wing are also of brick.) Exterior walls are finished in ochre colored
stucco with dark oak banding near the roof.

The floor plan of the Dunham house is not a cruciform such as one
‘might expect from the exterior configuration. It is a modified "L"
shape centered around a large entrance hall which provides access to
the ground floor rooms. ©On the main floor the program is comprised
of a living room, library, dining room, kitchen, sun porch, bedroom,
and a front and back stair. The second floor is made up of a master
bedroom suite, two bathrooms and four small bedrooms, at least one of
which was probably used originally for servants guarters.

‘ The interior detailing is virtually intact and includes intricate
quarter sawn oak banding and trim {(which is in excellent condition)
and leaded glass doors of the period. Leaded glass windows exposed to
the exterior are found in the staircase wall and the front door. The
majority of windows are wooden casement with clear glass, except in the
east wing where double hung sash are used, and in the living room where
there is a large picture window on the west wall that is original to
~the house.” In the major spaces walls were all initially executed in
integrally colored plaster of three differant tones and textures with
-dark oak paneling on the lower portions of the dining room walls.
In the major rooms the bands of plaster above the picture molding is
-nearly as textured -as the exterior stucco;—while the ceiling and lower
walls are smoother. :

Structurally the residence has had two early additions and One 3. uahte
-minor alteration. 1In 1923, 16 years after completion, Dunham's&”herhiﬁnn
added a small room to the second floor over the porch (south wing} and
-also constructed a larger room to the ground -floor at the rear of the
house, forming the east wing. Both additions were designed by the
-original architects (Tallmadge and Watson) and are in keeping with the
style and fabric of the house. Also in 1923, the main stair entrance
from the ground floor hall was closed to provide a private apartment
on the second floor. None of the 1907 detailing was removed and the
—alteration is completely reversible at minimum cost.

- - The Dunham house is in excellent condition. The exterior has been
recently renovated by the current owner, maintaining the original
-appearance.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

" Thé: Arthur J. Dunham house (built ca. 1907) is a significant example
of "Prairie School" architecture. It was one of the first buildings
designed by the architects Tallmadge and Watson, two architects who
emerged from the :w0ffice of D.H. Burnham and Company. Tallmadge and
Watson followed the teachings of Wright and Sullivan and became major
figures in the Prairie School. They formed their firm in 1905. The

firm later became renowned for ecclesiastical architecture, although
initially specialized in residences, many of which were built in ,
Evanston and Oak Park. The Dunham house is the only one of its kind

in Berwyn.

The massing and detailing of the house are characteristic of the
Prairie School of Architecture. Horizontal lines and broad open planes
are stressed (in the spirit of the Midwestern prairie) through the use
of long, low hipped roofs, a lateral wing and porch, horizontal banding
of windows and oak trim, and an open plan which maximizes the sense of
space. Both the use of an attached garage at the rear of the house
and a picture window in the living room were new concepts in 1907.
Through its execution the Dunham house reflects clearly the modern
ideals of the Prairie School--to create a truly American architecture,
with an honest use of materials, rejecting imported historical &tyles.
The building is stripped of classical ornament and expressed with clear
precise angles and a continuity of line and surface. Enrichment is
achieved through textural expression of materials, stucco, oak, and
brick.

. The Dunham home has been owned and cared for by the family that
built it for three generations (73 years}, and as a result has remained
essentially intact. The current owner possesses blueprints of the
1907 plans done by Tallmadge and Watson, as well as the specification
sheets for the house. . i .
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION Lots 30, 31, 32, 33 1n Elock 31 Andrews and Pipers
Second addition to Berwyn, in Section 31, Township 39 north,
Range 13, east of the Third Principal Meridian, in Cook County,

Illinois.
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As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 {Public Law 89-665).
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