A PERIOD OF TRANSITION

Christianisation was a long process
that began even before the Viking
Age. Over a couple of generations
beginning around the year 1000,
runestones depicting the Christian
cross were erected. The runestone
in Nolby is one of 14 remaining in
Medelpad. The settlement chapel
in Nolby suggests that kinsmanship
remained strong after the switch
in religion.

KVISSLE CHAPEL RUIN

The little chapel was built to serve
the local farming community. The
chapel was partly reconstructed in
the 1920s and in 1995-1996. The
most recent archaeological excavation
uncovered Christian graves in the
chapel and outside the southern
wall. A 10th-century silver pendant
was also found under the chancel.
The pendant suggests that a Viking
encampment is located beneath
the Early Romanesque chapel.

TUNA PRASTBOL RECTORY

The name Tuna contains the word tun
which means “fence”, or “enclosure”.
The name Tuna is often associated
with assembly sites and cult centres,
and here it indicates the presence of
an important settlement in the Iron
Age. The Provincial Law of Halsingland
from the 1320s states that the church
must have land for the priest to

farm and to live on. Kvissle chapel
determined the location of the rectory
in Njurunda. A larger church was

built at the ferry crossing Njurunda
Bommen in the 13th century, but the
rectory remained here. In 1958 all the
remaining buildings were demolished.

For information and guided tours please contact:
E-mail: kulturmagasinet@sundsvall.se
Sundsvall.se/museum
Facebook.com/Sundsvallsmuseum

Phone: +4660-191800

WC avaliable

The visitorcenter is adapted for disabled

The Nolby hégar exhibition is designed by architect
Birgitta Larsson, landscape architect Bengt Schibbye and
designer Bjorn Ed. The graphic design is made by Jonas
Lindkvist and the texts are written by Margateta Bergvall.
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WELCOME TO NOLBY HOGAR
IN NJURUNDA, COUNTY OF MEDELPAD

This is where the Ljungan river meets the sea, and where
people have come together for millennia. Nolbykullen is
a landmark for travellers on land and at sea. The land

is steadily rising out of the water, constantly changing
living conditions.

Traces from previous generations are particularly clear
here: burial mounds, house foundations, roads and a
runestone bear witness to earlier lives. How did they live?
What did they do here? Was this a centre of trade?

A cult centre? An assembly site? Why are northern
Sweden's largest burial mounds located here?

Take your time. Enjoy the landscape and the views.
We want to tell you about the prehistoric remains,
the monuments in the landscape and the latest
archaeological finds.

THE OLDEST REMAINS

When the glaciers melted, the land
around here remained under the sea
for almost 5,000 years. As the land
rose, humans began to make use

of it. The burial mounds in the
Nolby area are from the Iron Age,
500 BC-1050 AD. There are also
traces that could be older than that.

POWER AND PLENTY

The burial mounds in the area are
unusual in their number and size.
The mounds were built by rich
families of high status. The location
at the mouth of the river was good
for trade. Iron and furs were shipped
off to the Roman armies in Europe,
but the fall of the Roman Empire

in AD 476 affected trade with this
part of northern Sweden.
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FOLLOW THE PREHISTORIC PATH.
The stories help bring the landscape
to life, enabling us to imagine

the landscape of previous generations.

IRON AGE FARMSTEAD

The best location for a farmstead was
on a sunny slope by a sheltered bay.
In large three-aisled buildings the
iron age people lived. The living space
had a fireplace and beds fixed to the
wall. The animal pens lined one of the
short ends, and winter feed was also
stored here, The building also housed
a store for butter, cheese, meat and
fish, together with a scullery. Near the
house where the burial mounds. The
dead and the living were never

far apart on the farmstead.

LARGE BURIAL MOUNDS

When the large mounds were built,
they stood on a promontory stretching
out into the sea, The mounds marked
the importance of the site and linked
back to the time of the ancestors. The
mounds were built between around
AD 350 and AD 500. One of the them
are northern Sweden’s largest burial
mound by volume. The large burial
mounds have never been investigated
by archaeologists, but the mound east
of the Gammelvdgen road was dug out
for backfill soil in 1881. This uncovered
a bronze cauldron with burnt bones, a
gold coin featuring the Eastern Roman
Emperor Valens (AD 364-378) and

a gold ring.

TRAVEL

The world came to Nolby in the

form of stories, ideas and visitors.
The chieftains of the major trading
settlements looked out for each other.
It is possible that some of them were
women. In their well-equipped boats,
the trading parties set off for distant
lands. The Ljungan and Indalsdlven
rivers led west, to Jamtland and
central Norway.



BRYTNINGSTID

Kristnandet var en lang process som
pabdrjades redan fore vikingatiden.
Under ett par generationer med
borjan omkring ar 1000 restes
runstenar med det kristna korset.
Gardskapellet i Nolby tyder pa att
slaktens stallning var fortsatt stark
efter religionsskiftet. | omradet
finns en av Medelpads 14 bevarade
runstenar.

KVISSLE KAPELLRUIN

Det lilla kapellet i omradet har
byggts som en gardskyrka. Kapellet
rekonstruerades delvis pd 1920-talet
och 1995-1996. Vid den senaste
arkeologiska undersokningen
patraffades kristna gravar i kapellet
och utanfor den sédra langviggen.
Under koret hittades ett silverhange
fran 900-talet. Hanget tyder pd att
ett vikingatida lager finns under
den tidigromanska kyrkan.

PRASTGARDEN
TUNA PRASTBOL

Namnet Tuna innehaller ordet

tun med betydelsen "gdrdesgard”,
eller "inhdagnad”. Tunanamnet ar
ofta forknippat med tingsplatser
och kultplatser och betecknar har
platsen for en stormannagard under
jarnaldern. | Halsingelagen fran
1320-talet stadgas att det ska héra
mark till kyrkan for prasten att bruka
och bo. Kvissle kapell bestamde
platsen fér prastbolet i Njurunda.
Under 1200-talet byggdes en strre
kyrka vid farjestéllet i dagens
Njurundabommen, men prastgarden
blev kvar i Nolby. 1958 revs alla

byggnader som fanns kvar pa platsen.

For information och bokning av guidning:
E-post: kulturmagasinet@sundsvall.se
Telefon: 060-19 18 00
sundsvall.se/museum
facebook.com/Sundsvallsmuseum.

Tillganglighet: RWC finns.
Informationsplatsen &r anpassad fér rérelsehindrade.

Utstallningen vid Nolby hogar har designats av

arkitekt Birgitta Larsson, landskapsarkitekt Bengt Schibbye
och formgivare Bjorn Ed. Den grafiska designen star

Jonas Lindkvist fér och Margareta Bergvall har skrivit texterna.
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VALKOMMEN TILL NOLBY HOGAR
| NJURUNDA, MEDELPAD.

Har méter Ljungan havet och har har ménniskor métts
under artusenden. Nolbykullen ar ett riktmarke for
resendrer pd land och till sjéss. Landet hojer sig stadigt
ur havet och livsbetingelserna férindras standigt.

Vi lever i samma landskap som vara forfader.

Sparen fran tidigare generationer &r sarskilt tydliga har:
gravhdgar, husgrunder, vagar och en runsten vittnar om
tidigare liv. Hur levde man da? Vad gjorde man just har?
Varfér finns Norrlands stérsta gravhog har?

Ta dig tid och besok Nolby Hogar. Njut av landskapet
och utsikterna. Vi vill beratta om de férhistoriska sparen,
monumenten i landskapet och om de senaste
arkeologiska fynden.

DE ALDSTA SPAREN

Nér inlandsisen smalt undan lag
marken i Nolby under havsytan i
nastan 5000 ar. Landet héjde sig och
manniskorna tog marken i ansprak.
Gravhdgarna i omradet &r fran
jarnaldern, som stracker sig fran

500 f kr till 1050 e kr. Det finns
ocksa spar som ar aldre an sa.

MAKT OCH OVERFLOD

| omradet finns ovanligt manga och
stora gravhogar. Hogarna byggdes av
rika familjer med hog status. Laget
vid dlvmynningen var gynnsamt for
handel. Jarn och skinn fraktades

till de romerska arméerna i Europa.
N&r romarriket foll samman ar

476 e kr paverkades handelsutbytet
med Mellannorrland.
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VANDRA FORNSTIGEN

Med hjilp av berattelserna pa skyltarna
far omradet liv och vi kan forestélla oss
tidigare generationers landskap.

EN JARNALDERSGARD

I en solig sluttning vid en skyddad
havsvik fanns basta laget for

en gard. | stora langhus levde
manniskorna. | bostadsrummet
fanns en eldstad och vaggfasta
béankar. P3 ena kortsidan l3g
djurstallarna. Férrad for smér, ost,
kott och fisk rymdes ocksa i huset.

I ndrheten lag gravhdgarna. De doda
och de levande samsades pa garden.

STORHOGARNA

Nar de stora gravhogarna byggdes
ldg de pd en udde vid havet med en
skdrgard langre ut. De markerade
platsens betydelse och lankade
bakat i tiden till forfaderna.
Hogarna ar byggda mellan ca 350-
500 e kr. Har finns Norrlands
volymmadssigt storsta gravhog.

De stora gravhdgarna har aldrig
undersckts av arkeologer, men

i hdgen oster om den gamla vagen
gravdes for fyllnadsjord ar 1881.

Da hittades en bronskittel med
brénda ben, ett guldmynt praglat
av den dstromerske kejsaren Valens
(364-378 e kr) och en guldring.

RESORNA

Vérlden kom till Nolby i form av
berattelser, idéer och besokare.
Jarnaldershovdingarna pa de stora
handelsgardarna bevakade varandra.
Kanske var ndgra av dem kvinnor.
Med hovdingarnas valutrustade
batar gick handelsfarderna till
fjarran lander. Ljungan och
Indalsdlven ledde visterut,

till Jamtland och Tréndelag i Norge.



