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MO RE  I N S I D E
Sophomore running back Mikale Wilbon, 
a Chicago native, made the most of his 
chances in the second half. 7CF

The Huskers have unleashed Tommy 
Armstrong, and things get more intriguing 
by the week, Dirk Chatelain writes. 8CF

Nebraska fumbled twice at the goal line, 
but on each ensuing Northwestern drive, 
the Blackshirts held firm. 9CF

U P  N E X T
Illinois, 2:30 p.m. Saturday 
TV TBA, 92.3 FM, 590 AM

MO RE  O N  B I G  RE D  TO DAY
Replay postgame interviews with Nebraska 
coach Mike Riley and select players, and 
watch as staff writer Sam McKewon offers 
his instant reactions. Omaha.com/bigred

EVANSTON, Ill. — 
Tommy Armstrong’s 
feet. This Nebraska 
season has a differ-
ent feel, night and day 
from 2015. And a good 
place to start is at the 
man’s feet.

That is, when Arm-
strong is passing.

When the Nebraska 
quarterback is back in the pocket, he 
sets his feet. Then, as he unleashes the 
ball, his left foot steps into the throw.

Emphatically. With focus.
That’s a lot like this Husker team so 

far in 2016.
They leave Chicago with a 24-13 

victory over Northwestern that could 
have been easier, but shakier, too. 
Because of the history of this series, 
this may have been the hardest of the 
games for those predicting a 7-0 start, 
Rose Bowls and some such.

I’m not sure what’s ahead, with Indi-
ana, Wisconsin, Iowa and all the rest. I 
don’t know what Oregon losing at home 
to Colorado means in evaluating NU.

What I know is, this is a different 
Nebraska team this season. We saw it 
the first three weeks. And again Sat-
urday night.

It’s as clear as Armstrong’s foot-
work.

Sure, the senior still has his wild 
and crazy moments, off the back foot, 
across the body while running, etc. 
But those have been the exception 
and not the rule in 2016.

Armstrong has shown growth as a 
senior, and the critics who said it was 
too late to change, well, they’re prais-
ing the changes.

This week, the talk will be Arm-
strong’s legs and how the quarterback 
run game has transformed this team. 

What a difference a year 
makes: Nebraska taking a 
step in the right direction

By Sam mcKewon

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

EVANSTON, Ill. — Just after Ne-
braska’s 24-13 win over Northwestern 
Saturday night, offensive line coach 
Mike Cavanaugh trudged through 
chewed up, spongy turf toward a 
trio of his offensive linemen. “Hey!” 
he barked happily at them. But they 
couldn’t hear him over the cheers of 
Nebraska fans who invaded the Big 
Ten’s quaintest stadium. 

Cavanaugh settled for handshakes 
from the university president, Hank 
Bounds, and a line of Husker fans 
who leaned over the wall to congrat-
ulate him. Cavanaugh — along with 
the rest of the offense — had given 
these NU fans just what they wanted. 
A taste of Husker home cooking. 

A fat 310 rushing yards. 
That’s coach Mike Riley’s run-the-

ball vision to a T. Run it and run it 
and run it, with six ball carriers, 47 
times. All that was missing was a full-
back trap. Nebraska coughed up two 
touchdowns on goal line fumbles and 
struggled at times in the first half to 
push around Northwestern’s front 
seven. But Nebraska (4-0 overall and 
1-0 in the Big Ten) didn’t abandon the 
run game plan. It doubled down on it 
and eventually wore out the Wildcats. 

“I thought our offensive line stayed 
with it and I thought, by the end, we 
were actually moving the pile the 
other way,” Riley said. “It took a long 
time in the game to do that, but when 
you do, the tide usually turns.” 

In front of 40,284 fans — more than 
half in red — that tide turned in the 

KEEPING THEIR COOL
N E B R A S K A  24 , 
NO RT H W E ST E RN  1 3

Huskers overcome 
touchdown-killing fumbles 
and dance past Wildcats
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M A T T  M I L L E R / T H E  W O R L D - H E R A L D 

At top: Terrell Newby, right, and teammates celebrate Newby’s 4-yard touchdown run that put 
Nebraska ahead for good near the end of the first half. Above: Joshua Kalu celebrates his late 
interception that sealed the win over Northwestern.  
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See Shatel: Page 9See McKewon: Page 10


