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An Analysis of Lmuhuw Texts of the Tayal Tribe in the Dakekan River
Basin

Abstract

Traditional Tayal society was preliterate. Therefore, social historical memories and traditions
were conveyed by the ancestral language by means of verbal telling, or singing.

The Lmuhuw are a compilation of tribal wisdom combining Tayal linguistic skills, historical
language, customs and cultural ecology. Exhibited by singing, Lmuhuw Msgamil are a treasure
trove of oral literature and historical memory. The lyrics include names of people and places that
indicate ancestral origins, tribal migrations, and relations between various branches of the Tayal.
They provide a place where tribal life, language, culture, and identity are explored, and the
traditions that give life to the tribe. The migration routes signify far more than just tracks laid;
through marriage ties and contacts among clans, materials from various regions were traded, and
promoted interaction and communication between groups. These historical processes were essential
in the establishment of Tayal group consciousness.

This article is a study of the extant Tayal oral literature, recording and analyzing the Lmuhuw of
the Dakekan River Basin Tayal as imparted by the tribal elder Watan Tanga of galang Rahaw
(Xikou Group, Zeren, Fuxing, Taoyuan). The article summarizes the medium, settings, related
rituals, and structure of traditional Tayal discourse in Lmuhuw. Also, a scientific version the
historical content of the Lmuhuw are constructed through scientific rendition to examine the unique
Tayal non-literate historical memory and construction, and to delve into the logic of constructing
historical memory. Through etic research and contemporary emic verbal transmission, this article

provides a platform for reflection and dialogue.

Key words: Tayal, Lmuhuw, Msgamil
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