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Spokane River Metals TMDL 

Watershed Advisory Group Meeting 

• Idaho DEQ Coeur d'Alene Regional Office 

• 4/5/2016 

• 1:00 PM to 3:55 PM 

• Osprey Conference Room 

• 2110 Ironwood Parkway 

• Coeur d'Alene ID 83814 

• http://www.deq.idaho.gov/regional-offices-
issues/coeur-dalene/basin-watershed-advisory-
groups/spokane-river-wag/ 
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What is a TMDL  

(Total Maximum Daily Load) 
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Idaho Spokane River 303(d) Listing 

• 1994 303(d) List  
– MTU (Metals (unknown)) 

• 2010 Integrated Report 
– Cadmium, Lead, Zinc, Phosphorus 

(Total) 
• ID17010305PN003_04 Spokane River - 

Post Falls Dam to Idaho/Washington 
border 

• ID17010305PN004_04 Spokane River - 
Coeur d'Alene Lake to Post Falls Dam 

• 2012 Integrated Report (no change 
from 2010) 

• Proposed 2014 Integrated Report  (no 
change) 
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TMDL Challenges 

• In 2000, the Total Maximum Daily Load for 

dissolved metals in Surface Waters of the 

Coeur d’Alene Basin was approved by the EPA 

• In 2000, however, a petition was filed for 

judicial review and for declaratory judgment 

claiming the TMDL was invalid for failure to 

comply with the formal rulemaking 

requirements under the Idaho Administrative 

Procedures Act procedure for rulemaking 
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More TMDL Challenges 

• The district judge ruled the TMDL was 

invalid for failure to comply with statutory 

guidelines 

• According to Idaho Code §39-3611, DEQ 

must follow rulemaking provisions for any 

TMDLs for metals in the Coeur d'Alene River 

Basin, upstream from the headwaters of the 

Spokane River 
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Idaho Statute 39-3611 
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Existing Data (< 5yrs old) 

• Idaho DEQ and Coeur d’ Alene Tribe 
(upstream) 

– Coeur d’ Alene Lake Management Plan 

• USGS (upstream) 

– Coeur d’ Alene Basin Environmental Monitoring 
Program (BEMP) 

• WA Dept. of Ecology (downstream) 

–  Water Quality Monitoring State Network 

• Stormwater and WWTP data 
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Kaizen:   

14 



Suggest Analysis 

Approach 

• Load Duration 

Curve Process  

– Modified to match 

hydrograph 

– 4 day averages for 

Chronic Criteria 

– All data compared 

to Acute Criteria 
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Suggested flow duration breaks 
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