
FLOWCHART A—GETTING STARTED 
(from finding the death certificate to starting a probate case) 

Probate Flowchart A—August 2015 

Alaska Court System Forms Office 

Get a copy of the  

death certificate. 

(request online here) 

1 

SKIP PROBATE ALTOGETHER IF ALL OF  

THESE ARE TRUE (AS 13.16.680): 

• 30 or more days since date of death, and

• Nobody already started a court case to appoint 

a personal representative (PR), and 

• The person who died owned no real estate or 

any real estate automatically passed to 

someone else, and 

• The value of all vehicles, minus all debts and 

liens on the vehicles, is $100,000 or less, and

• The value of all other personal property, minus 

all debts and liens on the personal property, is 

$50,000 or less, and 

• You are legally entitled to payment or delivery 

of the property. 

Start here 

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE (PR) 

The PR must be a person at least 19 years old or 

an organization.  Priority is based on this order: 

1. Nominated in the will to be a PR.

2. Spouse of the person who died if the will

makes a gift to the spouse. 

3. Any person receiving a gift under the will.

4. Spouse of the person who died even if no gift 

is made to the spouse in the will or if there is 

no will. 

5. Any heir of the person who died.

6. Any creditor of the person who died, if 45 

days have passed since the death. 

If you do not have priority to be PR you cannot 

be appointed unless everybody who does have 

priority agrees and files a P-306 form. 

More than one PR? To request more than one 

personal representative, use form P-333 to 

supplement the original application to open an 

estate.  It must be agreed to in writing by both  

the original applicant and the co-applicant. 

Decide who should  

be the personal  

representative  

(see list on the left). 

5 

Yes 

No 

Can I 

SKIP PROBATE 

altogether? (see 

list on left) 

Prepare affidavit 

for collection. 

P-110 

2 

Can I use 

the INFORMAL  

PROBATE 

process? (see list 

on left) 

Is there a will? 

Is there a will? 

Fill out and file forms 

P-320, P-321, P-335.  

Also file original will &  

copy of death certificate. 

10 

Determine whether to  

follow informal or  

formal probate process. 

6 

Go to flowchart B 

Fill out and file forms  

P-330, P-331, P-336.  

Also file copy of death 

certificate. 

11 

I have to use the  

FORMAL PROBATE  

process. (see list on left) 

9 

No 

Yes Yes 

No 

Yes 

No 

Fill out and file forms  

P-325, P-326, P-336.  

Also file copy of death 

certificate. 

7 

Fill out and file forms 

P-315, P-316, P-335.  

Also file original will &  

copy of death certificate. 

8 

Find the will 

if there is one. 

4 

Collect property & give 

(P-110) affidavit to  

property holders.  

Distribute property to  

rightful beneficiaries  

or to the PR if one  

is appointed. 

3 

End 

Go to flowchart B 

THESE FLOWCHARTS ARE INTENDED TO PROVIDE A BIG PICTURE OVERVIEW OF THE PROBATE PROCESS.  USE THEM IN CONJUNCTION 

WITH OTHER MATERIALS ON THE ALASKA COURT SYSTEM’S WEBSITE.  OR CONSULT AN ATTORNEY FOR MORE INFORMATION. 

INFORMAL PROBATE process may be used if 

ALL of these are true: 

• 3 years or less since date of death, and

• You have priority as PR (pers. rep.), or others 

with higher priority agree to you being PR, and

• No one objects to you as PR, and 

• No probate case has been filed yet, and

• There may or may not be a will.  If there is a 

will, you have to have the original, and 

• If there is more than one will, the last will says 

that it revokes the older ones. 

FORMAL PROBATE process MUST be used if 

ANY of these are true: 

• You do not have priority as PR (pers. rep.), or

• You want to appoint a PR who does not have 

priority, or 

• A case was already filed and someone 

objected to you as PR, or 

• There may or may not be a will.  If there is a 

will, you do not have the original; or it is not 

self-proved; or there is more than one will and 

the last will does not cancel the older ones. 

In other words, follow the formal probate process 

if there is a problem with the PR or the will. 

Go here for more information. 

http://dhss.alaska.gov/dph/VitalStats/Documents/death/death_form.pdf
http://www.courtrecords.alaska.gov/webdocs/forms/p-110.pdf
http://www.courtrecords.alaska.gov/webdocs/forms/p-110.pdf
http://courts.alaska.gov/shc/probate/probateglossary.htm#h
http://www.courtrecords.alaska.gov/webdocs/forms/p-306.pdf
http://www.courtrecords.alaska.gov/webdocs/forms/p-333.pdf
http://www.courtrecords.alaska.gov/webdocs/forms/p-325.pdf
http://www.courtrecords.alaska.gov/webdocs/forms/p-326.pdf
http://www.courtrecords.alaska.gov/webdocs/forms/p-336.pdf
http://www.courtrecords.alaska.gov/webdocs/forms/p-315.pdf
http://www.courtrecords.alaska.gov/webdocs/forms/p-316.pdf
http://www.courtrecords.alaska.gov/webdocs/forms/p-335.pdf
http://www.courtrecords.alaska.gov/webdocs/forms/p-320.pdf
http://www.courtrecords.alaska.gov/webdocs/forms/p-321.pdf
http://www.courtrecords.alaska.gov/webdocs/forms/p-335.pdf
http://www.courtrecords.alaska.gov/webdocs/forms/p-330.pdf
http://www.courtrecords.alaska.gov/webdocs/forms/p-331.pdf
http://www.courtrecords.alaska.gov/webdocs/forms/p-336.pdf
http://courts.alaska.gov/shc/probate/probate-start.htm
http://www.courtrecords.alaska.gov/webdocs/forms/probateFlowB.pdf
http://courts.alaska.gov/shc/probate/probate-affidavit.htm
http://www.courtrecords.alaska.gov/webdocs/forms/probateFlowB.pdf



