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Unlocking your potential

The Sixth Form years are the most exciting and inspiring phase of your school education. It is a time 
when you will learn to optimise your talents through self-discipline, creativity and independent learning.  
Whether you have been at Brentwood for a number of years or will be joining us for the first time, we will 
support you with a personalised learning programme, bespoke advice about entry to Higher Education, 
and rigorous preparation to ensure entry to the best universities or to the world of work. Our ultimate 
goal is to help you really enjoy what you are studying, so that learning becomes a passion that lasts a 
lifetime.
 
In preparation for your Sixth Form years, you will want to give serious consideration to all your 
academic options and to take the best route to support your individual goals and intellectual growth.  
You will find a great deal of choice on offer here. There are many subjects to choose from and different 
curriculum pathways to navigate. You can follow a curriculum based on studying either the International 
Baccalaureate Diploma (a holistic qualification) or a combination of A Levels (each one constituting a 
discrete qualification). This is a genuine choice and I believe it is a sign of strength that we are able to 
offer both. 

This booklet provides a summary of both academic pathways and will guide you through your choices. It 
should be read in conjunction with the individual subject information.  
 
Whichever route you choose, you will be expected to work hard and actively participate in the varied 
co-curricular programme. You will have the chance to complete an extended research project where you 
can explore a subject beyond the confines of the curriculum and develop your individual study skills. 
There will be opportunities to join and run school clubs and societies, for leadership roles and to develop 
life skills.  An active network of former students provides help with work experience opportunities and 
mentoring support. All these aspects provide the very best environment to develop your true potential for 
intellectual growth, for leadership and for service. 

Our commitment to you goes way beyond the Sixth Form, and starting work. It is lifelong. 
 
With very best wishes

Anna Lawes
Head of Sixth Form



Brentwood is an IB World School. We believe in 
the importance of being outward-looking, being 
internationally-minded, encouraging students 
to think more widely, and preparing our young 
people for a global workplace. When students 
leave here, we hope that they not only have a 
great set of academic results, but that they have a 
better understanding of others, that they are able 
to work with others effectively, and that they take 
principled action to make our world a better place. 
The IB Diploma is underpinned by an aspirational 
idealistic vision, and an educational ethos that we 
at Brentwood School share. 

The CBI recently published a survey saying that 
employers are looking for young people who are 
adaptable, willing to take risks, who have strong 
interpersonal skills, who can communicate 
effectively, who are principled. The IB Diploma 
Programme is shaped around developing such 
character traits and this is why it is valued by 
employers.

IB Diploma Structure
In the IB Diploma, students take six subjects. 
Most students take three subjects at Higher Level 
and three at Standard Level, but we also have a 
few exceptional students taking four at Higher 
Level and two at Standard Level. The Higher Level 
subjects are the things you are specialising in 
and the things you might take on to university 
– so if you want to focus on Science, you might 
study Physics, Chemistry and Maths at Higher 
Level. Humanities specialists might study English, 
Spanish and History at Higher Level. The Standard 
Level subjects allow you to keep up some of your 
other interests but also give you complementary 
skills e.g. presentation and essay skills for Science 
specialists; conceptual and systematic thinking for 
Humanities specialists. Then there is an integrated 
Core of Theory of Knowledge, Extended Essay, and 
a co-curricular component called CAS, which is a 
bit like the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award scheme.

The IB Diploma Programme

The IB Diploma is a holistic qualification, combining 
specialist depth for university entry and the wider 
portfolio of skills valued so much by employers.
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We have shaped our timetable so that students can 
keep their options open by studying one subject 
from each of the six timetable groups shown in
the diagram. Alternatively, most students choose 
to specialise more by taking two Sciences, two 
Humanities, two foreign languages or two Creative 
Arts subjects. You can do this by maintaining 
breadth in the first five choices but then “doubling 
up” by using the sixth choice to do a second
subject at Higher Level from your chosen specialist 
area. You can see the combinations available in
the IB Diploma Lower Sixth Choices Form. The 
different pathways and flexibility in the IB Diploma 
make it truly accessible to all our students.

The IB Diploma is out of a total of 45 points: up
to 7 points in each of your six subjects, plus up to
3 points for the “Core” of Theory of Knowledge 
and Extended Essay. As a rough comparison with 
A Levels, each IB subject is graded out of 7: a 7 is 
roughly equivalent to an A*, a 6 an A etc. The final 
total out of 45 compares to A Levels like this: 42
is equivalent to 3 A* grades; 36 is equivalent to
AAA. Our average score last year was 37 points. 
And even lower scores equate really well to A Level. 
Usual offers from Oxford University are 39 points, 
strong Russell Group universities 34-38 points, 

and there are excellent university courses in the 
30-32 point range. You do not need to excel at 
everything.

Like the new reformed A Levels, all IB Diploma 
exams are taken at the end of the Upper Sixth year. 
This allows plenty of time for teaching, and for 
students to grow and mature. If things go wrong, 
though of course we hope that they don’t, subjects 
can be re-taken in November after the end of the 
Upper Sixth.

There is a significant internal coursework 
element, whether in the form of assessed essays, 
presentations or practicals – approximately
20-30% in each subject. This means students have 
marks in the bag before those final exams.

Subject blocks and combinations
The IB Diploma is a holistic qualification, giving 
you specialist depth in your Higher Level 
subjects with the other elements giving you 
complementary skills.

For example, students intending to apply for 
Medicine at university often focus on Chemistry, 
Biology and Psychology at Higher Level to develop 
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Economics
Geography
History
Philosophy
Psychology
Global Politics
Business Management
Classical Civilisation
World Religions

Mathematics
Mathematical Studies

Music 
Theatre
Visual Arts
Film
Dance
a second foreign language, Science, Humanities 
subject, or Further Mathematics

Biology
Chemistry
Physics
Computer Science
Design Technology
Sports & Exercise Science
Environmental Systems
Astronomy

French
German
Spanish
Latin
Classical Greek
Italian ab initio
Mandarin ab initio
Literature for bilingual 
students

English Literature
EAL



their Science skills and expertise. By studying 
English Literature and a foreign language, they 
also continue to develop their communication and 
interpersonal skills. These subjects help you
sustain good writing abilities, develop presentation 
skills and help you relate to people well. In other 
words, you will become well-rounded and are
likely to perform really well in interviews.

Similarly our students who have gone on to read 
Law at top universities focused on, say, History, 
English Literature and Philosophy at Higher Level 
which has helped them develop their essay-
writing and communication skills, but by having 
some Sixth Form Maths and Science they also have 
an analytical and rigorous mindset which
is great for Law applications. Having these wider 
skills makes you more adaptable to a changing 
job market; it makes you more flexible, more 
employable and more able to work in a global 
marketplace.

As part of the IB Diploma, everyone does a 
Humanities subject, at either Higher or Standard 
Level. There are a number of subjects that we offer 
in the Sixth Form that we do not offer lower down 
the School so do investigate the exciting range of 
possibilities in this block.

Everyone studies some form of Science, but this
is Science broadly construed. Design Technology 
and Computing both count as Sciences, so does 
Sports Health and Exercise Science (Academic 
PE). We also have a course in Physical Geography, 
Environmental Science and green issues called 
Environmental Systems which counts as a Science. 
As well as Physics, Chemistry, Biology.

Everyone does some form of foreign language; 
this can either be the language you are studying 
currently at GCSE or, if you don’t want to carry that 
on, we have ab initio courses – here you start from 
scratch and get to about GCSE level in two years in 
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either Italian or Chinese, and we have the capacity 
to offer this option in German or French if there 
is sufficient interest. There are other options too 
– this year, we have bilingual students studying 
Latvian, Hindi, Italian and Russian Literature – 
so if you are bilingual and have other language 
requests do come and talk to Mr Barfield and we 
can discuss what options are available. Studying 
languages in the Sixth Form really does open doors 
in your future.

You also do some form of English Literature, either 
at Higher or Standard Level. The intention here is 
to develop an understanding of our heritage and 
our culture; it’s about awareness and developing 
you as a person. The course is very different from 
GCSE; there is more reading and discussion about 
texts, and presentations, and fewer essays.

Everyone studies some form of Maths. If you 
need Maths for your future university course, 
there is a really rigorous Maths Higher Level 
course to prepare you for that, and indeed a 
Further Mathematics course which introduces 
undergraduate level Maths. Alternatively, we 
have a Maths course for arts and humanities 
students, called Maths Studies, which is barely 
beyond IGCSE, and therefore accessible to all. 
Again for your future career, some Sixth Form 
level Mathematics is quite an advantage. The 
application of Maths comes into almost all aspects 
of employment.

Students then have an option of a Creative Arts 
subject, like Music, Theatre, Visual Arts or Film, 
or you can use the sixth block for a second 
Humanities, foreign language or Science subject. It 
is also possible to take two Creative Arts subjects.

Students also take a course in Theory of 
Knowledge: a fun course where students examine 
and reflect on questions underpinning the nature 
of knowledge in their other academic subjects. 
Students complete an Extended Essay in one of 
their subjects, involving planning, researching 
and writing a long project (4000 words): a great 
preparation for university and something we can 
really celebrate in your UCAS application.

All of these components combine to create 
students who are well-rounded, interesting 
individuals, who flourish in later life, in addition to 
having the specialist knowledge and skills needed 
for university.

University Applications
British universities, European universities,
and American universities all want more than 
students who have merely passed exams. They 
are looking for students who can manage their 
time effectively, who are open-minded, who 
are curious and independent, who are effective 
communicators, able to cope well under pressure 
and who have strong global awareness. The IB 
Diploma develops all of these skills due to its 
holistic nature and the educational ethos that 
underpins it.

University offers for IB Diploma students usually 
involve an overall points total plus sometimes 
stipulations at Higher Level. Oxford University 
make offers of 39 points out of 45; King’s College 
London make offers of 35 points. These compare 
very favourably. In fact, it is probably slightly 
easier to get into Oxford or King’s College London 
currently with the IB Diploma than A Levels. We 
have also found that on average our IB Diploma 
students are made more university offers than 
A Level students.
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It is the combination of specialist depth while 
retaining breadth, and the emphasis on personal 
development that makes the IB Diploma so 
popular with universities. Do talk to Dr Tiffen, 
Head of Careers, about IB offers for university 
entry.

Some students will choose to pursue one of 
their IB Diploma subjects at degree level whilst 
many others will proceed to university courses in 
disciplines which they will not have previously 
studied in Sixth Form such as Accountancy, Law, 
Sociology, International Relations, Medicine or 
Management.

Increasingly, students embark upon programmes 
of intensive professional training that enable 
them to enter professions which are not directly 
related to their undergraduate degree courses. 
Consequently, we would advise that you do not 
allow your Sixth Form choices to be entirely 
governed by your future career aspirations.

However if you wish to study Medicine or another 
scientific subject at university then there is an 
expectation that you will have studied at least two 
Sciences. Your choice of IB Diploma subjects does 
have implications for your choice of university 
course as admissions tutors need concrete 
evidence of proven ability and academic potential.

The following recommendations/guidelines are 
not intended to be prescriptive but they are based 
upon a wealth of information that we receive 
from university admission tutors and external 
career advisers. Consequently, we would urge 
you to give very careful consideration to these 
recommendations. If you intend to study a subject 
that is not listed below then please consult the 
Deputy Head (Academic), Mr Quartermain or 
Director of IB, Mr Barfield

Medicine, Dentistry, Veterinary Science: Both 
Chemistry and Biology are strongly advised at 
Higher Level.

Natural Sciences: Two Sciences (at least two
of Biology, Physics, Chemistry, Mathematics at
Higher Level).

Engineering: Physics Higher Level is required 
usually, and Mathematics at Higher Level or 
Standard Level, depending on the university 
course.

Computer Science: Mathematics and Computer 
Science are recommended. Physics may also be 
desirable.

Psychology: Usually two Sciences are advised, but 
entry via Arts subjects is perfectly possible.

Economics and PPE: Whilst Mathematics is 
advised, students should also consider Economics, 
History, Geography or Philosophy.

Business Studies, Management, Marketing:  
Mathematics can be helpful, but not essential. 
Business Management, Economics, Geography, 
Psychology may be helpful.

Architecture: A combinations of Arts and Sciences 
subjects at Higher Level. An Art portfolio is 
essential.

Foreign Languages: Two modern languages are 
desirable but not essential.

Law: Any subjects at Higher Level with strong 
grades. English Literature, History or Philosophy is 
desirable.

Many degrees have no formal requirements, so 
do research carefully by checking on university 
websites. While it is important you choose subjects 
that you feel you are able to achieve a good grade 
in, the ability to succeed must be balanced with 
an appreciation of the utility and enjoyment of a 
subject.

Jonathan Barfield
Director of IB



From 2017, those wishing to study A Levels will 
focus on just three subjects (four if they elect to 
take Further Mathematics). The School has fully 
embraced linearity and students no longer sit 
AS modules at the end of the Lower Sixth Form. 
A Levels are discrete stand alone qualifications 
which provide the opportunity for students to 
specialize in a reduced number of subjects. To 
ensure sufficient breadth and rigor, the vast 
majority of A Level students will also complete 
an Extended Project Qualification (EPQ). This 
is a qualification which promotes independent 
learning and research skills. It is worth half a full 
A Level in the revised UCAS tariff. 

Freed from the distraction of Lower Sixth Form 
study leave and able to focus on just three 
subjects, A Level students benefit from a high 
level of contact time with academic teaching 
staff. Reformed A Levels contain slightly more 
rigour and content than their predecessors 
though OFQUAL (The Office of Qualifications and 
Examinations Regulation) has suggested that the 
proportion of students achieving each grade will 
remain largely unchanged.
 
At Brentwood School, all students sit formal mock 
examinations at the beginning of the summer 
term of the Lower Sixth. Progression to the 
Upper Sixth will be dependent upon satisfactory 
performance in these examinations, and the 
grades achieved will inform UCAS predicted 
grades.

A Level Subjects 
We make every effort to accommodate all choices, 
but we can offer no absolute guarantees – 
particularly for subject combinations which are 
chosen by only a very small number of students.

Art

Biology

Business Studies

Chemistry

Classical Civilisation

Computer Science

Design Tech (Graphics)

Design Tech (Product Design)

Drama and Theatre

Economics

English Literature

French

Geography

Greek

German

History

Latin

Mathematics

Further Mathematics

Music

Physical Education

Photography

Physics

Politics

Psychology

Religious Studies

Spanish

A Level Subject Combinations
One of the strengths of the A Level route is that 
it enables students to construct programmes of 
study that complement their intrinsic scholastic 
interests and supports their future university/ 
career plans. Whilst certain combinations of
A Level subjects inevitably provide a more 
secure foundation for particular degree course 
programmes, you should not allow the decision- 
making process to be governed entirely by career 
plans. In dialogue with members of staff you
should also consider innate aptitude, proven ability 
and academic potential.

Inevitably, the majority of Humanities subjects 
(History, English Literature, and Religious Studies 
etc.) serve to reinforce one another. They all 

A Levels are discrete ‘standalone’ qualifications 
which provide the opportunity for students to really 
specialise in a reduced number of subjects of their 
choosing.

The A Level Programme
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require students to engage in a considerable 
volume of independent study and can be 
considered ‘essay heavy’ subjects. Students must 
demonstrate a willingness to engage in critical 
thinking and they must develop the ability to
offer eloquently articulated, personal responses to 
philosophical questions.

Central to the Humanities is an emphasis on 
the analysis of ideas and the critical evaluation 
and interpretation of texts. Students of the 
Humanities are expected to read widely in order 
to develop secure contextual subject knowledge. 
A willingness to engage with contemporary 
issues and participate in the Sixth Form’s various 
academic societies (which provide forums
for academic discussion) is of fundamental 
importance to success in these subjects.

Similarly, A Level Physics, Chemistry, Biology and 
Computer Science are all mutually supportive and 
the skills which you will develop are transferable 
between the disciplines. All scientific subjects 
contain a mathematical component and it is
often prudent to combine study of the Sciences 
(especially Physics) with Mathematics. If you are 
perhaps a little weaker at Mathematics, then it is 
important to seek advice before electing to embark 
upon A Level Physics or Chemistry.

Some students will choose to pursue one of their
A Level subjects at degree level whilst many others 
will proceed to university courses in disciplines 
which they will not have previously studied at
A Level such as Accountancy, Law, Anthropology, 
International Relations, Medicine or Management. 
Increasingly, students embark upon programmes 
of intensive professional training that enable
them to enter professions which are not directly 
related to their undergraduate degree courses. 
Consequently, one should not allow one’s Sixth 
Form choices to be entirely governed by future 
career aspirations.

However if you wish to study Medicine or another 
scientific subject at university then there is an 
expectation that you will have studied at least
two of the Sciences at A Level. Your choice of
A Levels does have implications for your choice of
university course as admissions tutors need 
concrete evidence of proven ability and academic 
potential.

The following recommendations/guidelines are 
not intended to be prescriptive but they are based 
upon a wealth of information that we receive 
from university admission tutors and external 
career advisers. Consequently, we would urge 

you to give very careful consideration to these 
recommendations. If you intend to study a subject 
that is not listed below then please consult with the 
Deputy Head (Academic) Mr Quartermain or Head 
of Careers, Dr Tiffen.

Medicine, Dentistry, Veterinary Science: Both 
Chemistry and Biology are strongly advised (the 
majority of medical schools require Chemistry). 
Maths or Physics is desirable.

Natural Sciences: Two or three of Biology, 
Chemistry, Physics, Mathematics.

Engineering: Mathematics and Physics are 
required.  Further Mathematics is advised.

Computer Science: Mathematics is required. 
Computer Science or Physics are desirable.

Psychology: Usually two Sciences are advised, but 
entry via Arts subjects is perfectly possible.

Economics and PPE: Whilst Mathematics is 
advised, students should also consider Economics, 
History, Geography, Politics or Religious Studies.
 
Business Studies, Management, Marketing: 
Mathematics can be helpful, but not essential. 
Business, Economics, Geography, Psychology may 
be helpful.

Architecture: A combination of Arts and Sciences 
subjects.  An Art portfolio is essential.

Foreign Languages: Two languages (modern or 
classical) are desirable but not essential.

Law: Any A Levels at the highest grade. English 
Literature, History or Religious Studies are 
desirable.

Many degrees have no formal subject 
requirements other than that the subject should 
have been studied to A Level (or equivalent 
standard) if it is offered in the Sixth Form 
curriculum. Competition for places at top 
universities is increasingly fierce and a growing 
number of courses at institutions like Oxford and 
Cambridge require students to achieve ‘A*’ grades 
in at least one subject. Consequently it is important 
that you choose subjects that you feel you are able 
to achieve a good grade in. At A Level the ability to 
succeed must be balanced with an appreciation of 
the utility and enjoyment of a subject.

Jeremy Quartermain
Deputy Head (Academic)
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Middleton Hall Lane Brentwood Essex CM15 8EE

telephone: 01277 243243 email: headmaster@brentwood.essex.sch.uk
www.brentwoodschool.co.uk
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MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGES - FRENCH
A Literature

IB French A Literature (Higher Level and 
Standard Level) 
 
 
The French A Literature course gives students the opportunity 
to study a wide range of literature but also appreciate the 
historical and social context associated with each work and 
develop a number of skills.  A combination of lecture-based 
lessons, group discussion and activities and individual 
research all combine to ensure that lessons are stimulating and 
varied. 
 
This course presupposes a native command of the language. It 
is, therefore, not a language acquisition course as such, but, 
rather more a reinforcement and refinement of already-
present language and literary skills. The course of study is 
divided into four parts. 
 
The French A Literature course requires the linguistic 
competence of a native speaker and it counts towards a 
Bilingual Diploma. 
 
The Higher and Standard Level courses have similar syllabi; 
Higher Level students examine topics in more depth and study 
more literary options.  While the same principles underlie both 
courses, the Higher Level marks schemes are naturally more 
rigorous. 

 
Skills you will develop 
In studying the Group 1 courses, students are able to develop: 
• A personal appreciation of language and literature 
• Skills in literary criticism  
• An understanding of the formal, stylistic and aesthetic 

qualities of texts 
• Strong powers of expression, both written and oral 
• An appreciation of cultural differences in perspective. 
 
Part 1: Works in translation (3 texts, 2 at SL) 
In this section, students will learn to: 
• Understand the content of the work and the qualities of 

the work as literature 
• Recognise the role played by context and conventions in 

literary works 
• Respond independently to the works studied by 

connecting the individual and cultural experience of the 
reader with the text. 

 
Part 2: Detailed study (3 texts, 2 at SL) 
In this section, students will learn to: 

• Demonstrate appropriate analytical response to 
specific genres 

• Understand and make appropriate use of terms 
appropriate to literary study (for example, persona, 
point of view, metaphor and irony) 

• Show how particular effects are achieved through 
language use and analyse elements such as character, 
theme and setting 

• Engage with the details of works in order to develop a 
considered and informed response. 

 
Part 3: Literary genres (4 texts, 3 at SL) 
In this section, students will acquire the ability to: 
• Acquire a clear sense of the conventions of the selected 

genre 
• Understand the ways in which content is delivered 

through the conventions of the selected genre 
• Compare the similarities and differences between the 

chosen works. 

Part 4: Options (3 texts) 
Option 1: School-based choice 
 
Option 2: The Study of Prose other than Fiction leading to 
various forms of student writing 
 
Option 3: New textualities 
 
Option 4: Literature and film 
 
In this section, students will develop the ability to meet the 
following learning outcomes: 
• Develop knowledge and understanding of the works 

studied 
• Present an individual, independent response to works 

studied 
• Develop powers of expression through oral presentation 
• Learn how to interest and hold the attention of an 

audience. 
 
 

Sixth Form opportunities 
The French A Literature student will be a native, or near native, 
speaker. Whilst the Department holds a wide range of books, 
films and other multi-media resources to complement the IB 
teaching revolving around the work being studied, there is 
nevertheless a requirement at IB level for a great deal of 
independent research and learning. The Learning Resource 
Centre contains an extensive collection of French books and 
access to online journals, magazines and periodicals, which 
the students are expected to use regularly for research 
purposes and secondary sources. 
 
There are also regular trips to the theatre for live performances 
of works on the book list. 

 
Higher Education opportunities 
Some students choose to do degree courses in languages, 
either in the UK or back in their native France; others choose 
to pursue a higher education course in another subject, but 
choose a language option alongside it. Having the Bilingual 
Diploma at IB will greatly improve your employability, in 
particular with companies which have international branches. 
See also the introductory remarks relating to Modern Foreign 
Languages as a whole. 
 

Careers for Literature graduates 
There is an enormous range of career opportunities open to 
language graduates as outlined in the introductory comments 
on languages in general. 
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MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGES - FRENCH
A Literature

IB French A Literature (HL and SL) 
 

 
Content 
Four modules are covered during the course of two years: 
 
Part 1: A study of three texts in Translation, involving close 
textual analysis as well as research. 
 
Part 2: A study of three works of different genres, one of 
which must be poetry. 
 
Part 3: A study of four works of the same genre and which 
allow for comparative as well as individual study. 
 
Part 4: A study of four works chosen freely by the teacher.  
The cultural background of the texts as well as film 
versions are studied alongside the works themselves. 
 

List of works studied: 
 
Part 1:  
The Outsider, Albert Camus 
The Bald Soprano, Eugène Ionesco 
If this is a Man, Primo Levi 
 
Part 2:  
Les Fleurs du Mal, Charles Baudelaire 
L’Avare,  Molière,  
Jean de Florette, Marcel Pagnol, 
  
Part 3:  
Sagesse, Paul Verlaine 
Calligrammes, Guillaume Apollinaire 
Cahier d'un retour au pays natal, Aimé Césaire 
Poésie et vérité, Paul Eluard 
 
Part 4: 
Eugenet Grandet, Honoré de Balzac 
L’immoraliste, André Gide 
Adolphe, Benjamin Constant 
Nadja, André Breton 
 
 

Internal Assessment 
Students complete two oral assignments: an Individual 
Oral Presentation during which they speak about a topic 
related to one of the texts in Part 4 and an Individual Oral 
Commentary in which they must comment on an extract 
of the poetry studied in Part 3, before discussing one of the 
other works from this module: The Interactive Oral 
Commentary takes place in March of the U6th. (30%)   
 
 
 
 
 
 

External Assessment 
Paper 1. Students must write an essay based on two of the 
works studied in part 3. (25%) 
 
Paper 2. Unseen Commentary. Students write a literary 
commentary on either a piece of prose or poem both 
previously unseen. (20%) 
 
Written assignment. Students submit a reflective 
statement and literary essay on one work studied in part 1. 
The reflective statement must be 300–400 words in length. 
The essay must be 1,200–1,500 words in length. (25%) 

 
Entry Requirements 
Native speaker spoken and written fluency and a high 
aptitude for literature are required for this course. 
 

How the course is taught 
A heavy emphasis in this course is placed on research and 
independent learning, although, naturally, students are 
supported at all times and offered guidance when 
completing extended projects such as their coursework 
module and individual oral presentations.  

 
Expectations / Homework 
Students are expected to participate in class discussion, be 
inquisitive and work both independently and in groups. 
Homework ranges from independent research to essay 
questions, either from past papers or based on a topic 
currently being studied.  In addition to this, students are 
expected to consolidate the texts they are studying and 
take additional notes in order to enhance their learning 
outside of the classroom. 

 
Preparatory work 
All works studied are available to students from the 
beginning of the course so that they are free to read any of 
the texts in advance. They will be set poems to analyse in 
the summer preceding the course in order to acquaint 
them with the basic techniques of literary analysis. 
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MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGES – ITALIAN
A Literature

IB Italian A Literature (Higher Level and 
Standard Level) 
 
 
The Italian A Literature course gives students the opportunity 
to study a wide range of literature but also appreciate the 
historical and social context associated with each work and 
develop a number of skills.  A combination of lecture-based 
lessons, group discussion and activities and individual 
research all combine to ensure that lessons are stimulating and 
varied. 
 
This course presupposes a native command of the language. It 
is, therefore, not a language acquisition course as such, but, 
rather more a reinforcement and refinement of already-
present language and literary skills. The course of study is 
divided into four parts. 
 
Italian A, whether at Higher or Standard Level, requires the 
linguistic competence of a native speaker and it counts 
towards a Bilingual Diploma. 
 
The Higher and Standard Level courses have similar syllabi; 
Higher Level students examine topics in more depth and study 
more literary options.  While the same principles underlie both 
courses, the Higher Level marks schemes are naturally more 
rigorous.  
 
What skills will you develop? 
In studying the Group 1 courses, students are able to develop: 
• A personal appreciation of language and literature 
• Skills in literary criticism  
• An understanding of the formal, stylistic and aesthetic 

qualities of texts  
• Strong powers of expression, both written and oral 
• An appreciation of cultural differences in perspective. 
 
Part 1: Works in translation (3 texts, 2 at SL) 
In this section, students will learn to: 
• Understand the content of the work and the qualities of 

the work as literature 
• Recognise the role played by context and conventions in 

literary works 
• Respond independently to the works studied by 

connecting the individual and cultural experience of the 
reader with the text. 

 

Part 2: Detailed study (3 texts, 2 at SL) 
In this section, students will learn to: 
• Demonstrate appropriate analytical response to specific 

genres 
• Understand and make appropriate use of terms 

appropriate to literary study (for example, persona, point 
of view, metaphor and irony 

• Show how particular effects are achieved through 
language use and analyse elements such as character, 
theme and setting 

• Engage with the details of works in order to develop a 
considered and informed response. 

 
Part 3: Literary genres (4 texts, 3 at SL) 
In this section, students will acquire the ability to: 
• Acquire a clear sense of the conventions of the selected 

genre 
• Understand the ways in which content is delivered 

through the conventions of the selected genre 
• Compare the similarities and differences between the 

chosen works. 

Part 4: Options (3 texts) 
 
Option 1: School based choice 
 
Option 2: The Study of Prose other than Fiction leading to 
various forms of student writing 
 
Option 3: New textualities 
 
Option 4: Literature and film 
 
In this section, students will develop ability to meet the 
following learning outcomes: 
• Develop knowledge and understanding of the works 

studied 
• Present an individual, independent response to works 

studied 
• Develop powers of expression through oral presentation 
• Learn how to interest and hold the attention of an 

audience. 
 

Opportunities for Sixth Form students 
The Italian A Literature student will be a native, or near native, 
speaker. Whilst the Department holds a wide range of books, 
films and other multi-media resources to complement the IB 
teaching revolving around the work being studied, there is 
nevertheless a requirement at IB level for a great deal of 
independent research and learning. The Learning Resource 
Centre contains an extensive collection of Italian books and 
access to online journals, magazines and periodicals, which 
the students are expected to use regularly for research 
purposes and secondary sources. 
 
There are also regular trips to the theatre for live performances 
of works on the book list. 
 

Higher Education opportunities  
Some students choose to do degree courses in languages, 
either in the UK or back in their native Italy; others choose to 
pursue a higher education course in another subject, but 
choose a language option alongside it. Having the Bilingual 
Diploma at IB will greatly improve your employability, in 
particular with companies which have international branches. 
See also the introductory remarks relating to Modern Foreign 
Languages as a whole. 
 

Careers for Italian graduates 
There is an enormous range of career opportunities open to 
language graduates as outlined in the introductory comments 
on languages in general. 
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MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGES – ITALIAN
A Literature

IB Italian A Literature (HL and SL) 
 

 
Content 
Four modules are covered during the course of two years: 
 
Part 1: A study of three texts in Translation, involving close 
textual analysis as well as research.  
 
Part 2: A study of three works of different genres, one of 
which must be poetry. 
 
Part 3: A study of four works of the same genre and which 
allow for comparative as well as individual study. 
 
Part 4: A study of four works chosen freely by the teacher.  
The cultural background of the texts as well as film 
versions are studied alongside the works themselves. 
 

List of works studied:  
 
Part 1:  
Nozze di Sangue – Federico Garcia Lorca 
A Voce Alta – Bernhard Schlink 
Aspettando Godot – Samuel Beckett  
 
Part 2:  
L’Inferno – Dante  Alighieri  
Sei Personaggi in cerca d’autore – Luigi Pirandello  
Il Mare Non Bagna Napoli – Anna Maria Ortese  
 
Part 3:  
I Promessi Sposi – Alessandro Manzoni 
Il giardino dei Finzi Contini – Giorgio Bassani 
A ciascuno il suo – Leonardo Sciascia  
La luna e i falò – Cesare Pavese  
 
Part 4: 
Il Colore Viola; Alice Walker  
Gli studenti di storia; Alan Bennett 
Sostiene Pereira – Antonio Tabucchi 
 

Internal Assessment 
Students complete two oral assignments: an Individual 
Oral Presentation during which they speak about a topic 
related to one of the texts in Part 4 and an Individual Oral  
Commentary in which they must comment on an extract 
of the poetry studied in Part 3, before discussing one of the 
other works from this module. The Interactive Oral 
Commentary takes place in March of the U6th. (30%)   
 

 
 
 
 
 

External Assessment 

Paper 1. Students must write an essay based on two of the 
works studied in Part 3. (25%) 
 
Paper 2. Unseen Commentary. Students write a literary 
commentary on either a piece of prose or poem both 
previously unseen. (20%) 
 
Written assignment. Students submit a reflective 
statement and literary essay on one work studied in part 1. 
The reflective statement must be 300–400 words in length. 
The essay must be 1,200–1,500 words in length. (25%) 
 

Entry Requirements 
Native-speaker spoken and written fluency and a high 
aptitude for literature are required for this course. 
 

How the course is taught 
A heavy emphasis in this course is placed on research and 
independent learning, although, naturally, students are 
supported at all times and offered guidance when 
completing extended projects such as their coursework 
module and individual oral presentations.   

 
Expectations / Homework 
Students are expected to participate in class discussion, be 
inquisitive and work both independently and in groups. 
Homework ranges from independent research to essay 
questions, either from past papers or based on a topic 
currently being studied.  In addition to this, students are 
expected to consolidate the texts they are studying and 
take additional notes in order to enhance their learning 
outside of the classroom. 
 

Preparatory work 
All works studied are available to students from the 
beginning of the course so that they are free to read any of 
the texts in advance. They will be set poems to analyse in 
the summer preceding the course in order to acquaint 
them with the basic techniques of literary analysis. 
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What does the study of MFL involve? 
Brentwood School offers an exceptionally wide and 
stimulating range of courses within Modern Foreign 
Languages at Sixth Form level which cater for all interests 
and abilities. At the heart of every course are language 
study and the acquisition of the practical linguistic skills 
sought by employers in many fields. Whichever level or 
qualification you choose, you will learn to understand, 
speak and write that language with some facility and be 
able to communicate with native speakers in a meaningful 
way. IB Ab Initio languages provide an important stepping 
stone towards fluency and, through these courses, students 
will gain the linguistic knowledge and confidence to deal 
with everyday situations in the target language. 
 
Modern Foreign Languages in the Sixth Form are, however, 
much more than the study of a language on its own. In 
learning to understand and appreciate the cultures 
underpinning the languages taught, the many ways in 
which they have enriched human society, and by 
exploring similarities with and differences from their own 
cultures, students become imbued with the internationalist 
perspective so essential in an interconnected world. 
A country’s culture often finds its most profound and 
beautiful expression in its literature, and this duly forms a 
key component of Sixth Form modern languages’ study; 
indeed, in many ways it can be its most rewarding. It 
should also not be forgotten that in studying Modern 
Foreign Languages, students learn the principles common 
to all languages. Not only does this equip them to acquire 
other, superficially unrelated, languages, but invariably 
improves their understanding of and competence in their 
own. Finally, Modern Foreign Languages provides an 
invaluable social education. Through participation in our 
wide range of foreign exchanges and visits, our students 
become socially aware communicators able to adapt to all 
manner of environments. 

 
Skills you will develop  
As you will see from the above, the study of Modern 
Foreign Languages will equip you with myriad skills which 
will serve you well throughout university, your 
professional career and life in general. Among the most 
important of these are: 

• The ability to understand, speak and write a foreign 
language at a level appropriate to the course being 
followed 

• Appreciation and appropriate use of register in 
written and spoken communication 

• Understanding and appreciation of other cultures 

• Where appropriate, literary appreciation and criticism 

• Independent study and research 

• The ability to marshal, synthesise and present often 
complex material in a foreign language 

• The ability to reflect, analyse and evaluate critically 
and present the conclusions coherently in oral and 
written form in a foreign language 

• The ability to cope in and adapt to different social and 
cultural environments. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Opportunities for trips and further study  
Sixth Form students of Modern Foreign Languages enjoy 
an outstanding wealth of opportunities to visit the 
countries where the languages they are studying are 
spoken and to explore aspects of their cultures. In Italian 
we have recently accompanied the Music Department on 
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their trip to Sienna and are looking into similar such 
ventures in the future.  We also run a popular weekly film 
club which celebrates a rich Italian cinematic history and 
encourage our Sixth Form linguists to attend UKLO classes 
in preparation for the UK Linguistics Olympiad. This 
deepens considerably their understanding of how 
language works and enables them to pick up new 
languages with ease. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Higher Education opportunities  
Modern Languages is a popular subject for a university 
degree and around 10-12 Brentwood students every year 
go on to read at least one modern language at university. 
The vast majority of these are Russell Group universities, 
and we have fine record of Oxbridge success.  
 
Modern languages courses at university are extremely 
flexible and a language can be combined with almost any 
other subject. Popular combinations are a language and 
Management, Business Studies or Economics; other Old 
Brentwoods have successfully combined a language with, 
for example, Law, Music, Environmental Studies, History, 
Psychology or Chemistry.  
 
A language is becoming an increasingly important adjunct 
to many other degree courses, including Medicine. In an 
increasingly competitive and globalised world, the ability 
to use a modern language other than your own gives you a 
vital edge in the professional world. 
 
All MFL students seeking to read Modern Languages at 
university receive additional help to assist their 
application. Old Brentwoods are an excellent source of 
information and advice. 

 
Careers for MFL graduates   
Modern Foreign Languages are very highly respected as a 
qualification. After Medicine and Dentistry, graduate 
employment is highest amongst Modern Foreign 
Language graduates, and in particular in the many firms 
which have international branches. This is unsurprising 
when you consider what Modern Language graduates can 
offer.  
 
Firstly, they possess that rare practical skill of effective oral 
and written communication in two or more languages. 
Moreover, they have the ability to synthesise, analyse and 
evaluate demanding material in another language and 
present this persuasively in written or oral form.  The study 

of language also inculcates in them both a rigour and 
sense of creativity essential for many careers. Fourthly, the 
experience of the year abroad as part of their degree course 
means that Modern Languages graduates often have a 
maturity and adaptability which sets them aside from their 
peers and makes them attractive to employers. 
 
The range of careers open to Modern Linguists is therefore 
unusually large and extends well beyond the more obvious 
teaching, translation and interpreting pathways. Modern 
Language degrees can lead to successful careers in, 
amongst many others, the following areas: banking , 
finance and accountancy; law (including international 
law); civil service (including  the Foreign Office and 
Defence) and local administration; business and 
management consultancy; journalism; advertising, 
marketing and PR; hospitality and tourism; retail and sales; 
work for charity and voluntary organisations (often 
abroad); media; culture, music and performing arts; 
recruitment and human resources. 
 
Again, Old Brentwoods are an excellent resource to tap for 
guidance as to the uses to which Modern Foreign 
Language degrees have been put.  
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IB Italian Ab Initio (Standard Level) 
 
 
Ab Initio Italian is open to all non-native speakers who 
have not gained a certified qualification in Italian. If you 
have studied Italian at GCSE or IGCSE level, then you are 
not eligible to take Italian Ab Initio. This course may only 
be taken at Standard Level. 
 

Content 
This is divided in three themes, which each divide into 
sub-topics as below: 
 
Individual and society 

• Daily routines 

• Education 

• Food and drink 

• Personal details, appearance and character 

• Physical health 

• Relationships 

• Shopping. 

 
Leisure and work 

• Employment 

• Entertainment 

• Holidays 

• Media 

• Sport 

• Technology 

• Transport. 

 
Urban and rural environment 

• Environmental concerns 

• Global issues 

• Neighbourhood 

• Physical geography 

• Towns and services. 

Internal Assessment 

The Individual Oral  (25%). This is around 10 minutes long 
and is done in February/March in the second year of the Ab 
Initio course. Candidates present on a visual stimulus and 
then are questioned on this. They are then asked two 
questions on their internal Writing Assignment. Finally 4-5 
minutes are spent on questions and answers based on at 
least two topics from the main themes. 
 

External Assessment 
Paper 1 Duration: 1hr 30mins   Weighting 30% 
This is a text-handling paper with four passages (reading 
and comprehension) 
The questions on this paper consist of question types such 
as true-or-false exercises, multiple-choice questions, short 
answer questions and gap-filling exercises. 
 
 

Paper 2   Duration: 1 hr   Weighting 25% 
This is a writing paper. There are two sections to this 
paper. Section 1 requires you to write a minimum of 50 
words and Section 2 requires you to write a minimum of 
100 words. The focus here is register. You must produce 
different test types and use structures and vocabulary 
appropriate to the register. 
 
Written Assignment (Weighting 20%)  
This is done in the form of coursework and takes two 
hours. The essay is a comparative piece of writing, 
comparing an aspect of Italian culture to your own culture. 
It is 200-350 words in length, completed in the second year 
of the Ab Initio course.  
 
Entry Requirements 
The only entry requirements are that you must be a keen 
linguist and that you cannot have an official certification 
in Italian before commencing the course. Some knowledge 
of French or Latin would be useful. 

How the course is taught 
Students will receive six periods of work per cycle, which 
are usually taught by the same teacher. Additionally, 
students will have a weekly oral period, either individually 
or in a small group. Pupils will be expected to go to every 
language assistant lesson and they will also need to 
prepare material in advance of each class. 
 

Expectations/Homework  
Pupils are expected to complete all of their homework on 
time. There is an expectation that pupils will carry out 
independent learning as without doing this, owing to the 
accelerated nature of the course, the high grades will not 
be attainable. From the very beginning of the course much 
emphasis is placed on vocabulary acquisition, student 
participation, independent learning and research. This 
research will be necessary as preparation for formal 
examinations.  
 
All students are expected to engage fully in lessons, 
complete homework on time, learn vocabulary and basic 
grammar thoroughly and attend extra- curricular activities 
when necessary. 
 
The IB course has a significant creative element and pupils 
will need to be creative thinkers and not afraid to take risks. 
The expectation too, is that pupils will speak the target 
language during lessons wherever possible. Pupils will be 
expected to go to every language assistant lesson and they 
will also need to prepare material and exercises in advance 
of each class. 
 

Preparatory Work 
Students are provided with introductory material to study 
over the summer holidays before starting the course. 
Students are then tested on this material within the first 
week of term. 
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A Literature

IB Spanish A Literature (Higher Level and 
Standard Level) 
 
 
The Spanish A Literature course gives students the 
opportunity to study a wide range of literature but also 
appreciate the historical and social context associated 
with each work and develop a number of skills. 
A combination of lecture-based lessons, group discussion 
and activities and individual research all combine to 
ensure that lessons are stimulating and varied.  
 
This course presupposes a native command of the 
language. It is, therefore, not a language acquisition 
course as such, but, rather more a reinforcement and 
refinement of already-present language and literary skills. 
The course of study is divided into four parts. 
 
Spanish A, whether at Higher or Standard Level, requires 
the linguistic competence of a native speaker and it 
counts towards a Bilingual Diploma. 
 
The Higher and Standard Level courses have similar 
syllabi; Higher Level students examine topics in more 
depth and study more literary options.  While the same 
principles underlie both courses, the Higher Level mark 
schemes are naturally more rigorous. 
 

Skills you will develop 
In studying the Group 1 courses, students are able to 
develop: 
 
• A personal appreciation of language and literature 
• Skills in literary criticism 
• An understanding of the formal, stylistic and 

aesthetic qualities of texts 
• Strong powers of expression, both written and oral 
• An appreciation of cultural differences in 

perspective. 
 
Part 1: Works in translation (3 texts, 2 at SL) 
In this section, students will learn to: 
 
• Understand the content of the work and the qualities 

of the work as literature 
• Recognise the role played by context and 

conventions in literary works 
• Respond independently to the works studied by 

connecting the individual and cultural experience of 
the reader with the text. 

 
Part 2: Detailed study (3 texts, 2 at SL) 
In this section, students will learn to: 
 
• Demonstrate appropriate analytical response to 

specific genres 
• Understand and make appropriate use of terms 

appropriate to literary study (for example, persona, 
point of view, metaphor and irony) 

• Show how particular effects are achieved through 
language use and analyse elements such as 
character, theme and setting 

• Engage with the details of works in order to develop 
a considered and informed response. 

 
 

Part 3: Literary genres (4 texts, 3 at SL) 
In this section, students will acquire the ability to: 
 
• Acquire a clear sense of the conventions of the 

selected genre 
• Understand the ways in which content is delivered 

through the conventions of the selected genre 
• Compare the similarities and differences between 

the chosen works. 
 
Part 4: Options (3 texts) 
Option 1: School-based choice 
 
Option 2: The Study of Prose other than Fiction leading to 
various forms of student writing 
 
Option 3: New textualities 
 
Option 4: Literature and film 
In this section, students will develop the ability to meet 
the following learning outcomes: 
• Develop knowledge and understanding of the works 

studied 
• Present an individual, independent response to 

works studied 
• Develop powers of expression through oral 

presentation 
• Learn how to interest and hold the attention of an 

audience. 

 
Sixth Form opportunities  
The Spanish A student will be a native, or near native, 
speaker. Whilst the Department holds a wide range of 
books, films and other multi-media resources to 
complement the IB teaching revolving around the work 
being studied, there is nevertheless a requirement at IB 
Level for a great deal of independent research and 
learning. The Learning Resource Centre / School Library 
contain an extensive collection of Spanish books and 
access to online journals, magazines and periodicals, 
which the students are expected to use regularly for 
research purposes and secondary sources. 
 
There are also regular trips to the theatre for live 
performances of works on the book list. 
 

Higher Education opportunities  
Some students choose to do degree courses in languages, 
either in the UK or back in their native Spain; others 
choose to pursue a higher education course in another 
subject, but choose a language option alongside it. Having 
the Bilingual Diploma at IB will greatly improve your 
employability, in particular with companies which have 
international branches. See also the introductory remarks 
relating to Modern Foreign Languages as a whole. 
 

Careers for Literature graduates 
There is an enormous range of career opportunities open 
to language graduates as outlined in the introductory 
comments on languages in general. 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
Page 2 of 2 
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A Literature

IB Spanish A Literature (HL and SL) 
 
 

Content 
Four modules are covered during the course of two years: 
 
Part 1: A study of three texts in Translation, involving 
close textual analysis as well as research  
 
Part 2: A study of three works of different genres, one of 
which must be poetry 
 
Part 3: A study of four works of the same genre and which 
allow for comparative as well as individual study 
 
Part 4: A study of four works chosen freely by the teacher.  
The cultural background of the texts as well as film 
versions are studied alongside the works themselves 
 
 

List of works studied: 
 
Part 1:  
Suskind (GER): El perfume 
Rostand (FRA): Cyrano de Bergerac 
Rodoreda (CAT): La plaza del diamante 
 
Part 2:  
Poetry: Antonio Machado: Campos de Castilla  
Novel: MA Asturias: Leyendas de Guatemala 
Drama: F.G.Lorca: La casa de Bernada Alba  
  
Part 3:  
Anon: El Lazarillo de Tormes 
CJ Cela: La familia de Pascual Duarte 
JC Onetti: El Pozo 
J Rulfo: Pedro Páramo 
 
Part 4: 
GG Márquez: Crónica de una muerte anunciada 
J Sierra I Fabra: Campos de fresas 
G Felix Castellanos: Mi patria de papel 
 
 

Internal Assessment 
Students complete two oral assignments: an Individual 
Oral Presentation during which they speak about a topic 
related to one of the texts in Part 4 and an Individual Oral 
Commentary in which they must comment on an extract 
of the poetry studied in Part 3, before discussing one of 
the other works from this module:. The IOC takes place in 
March of the U6th. (30%)   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

External Assessment 
Paper 1. Students must write an essay based on two of the 
works studied in part 3. (25%) 
 
Paper 2. Unseen Commentary. Students write a literary 
commentary on either a piece of prose or poem both 
previously unseen. (20%) 
 
Written assignment. Students submit a reflective 
statement and literary essay on one work studied in part 1. 
The reflective statement must be 300–400 words in 
length. The essay must be 1,200–1,500 words in length. 
(25%) 
 

Entry Requirements 
Native speaker spoken and written fluency and a high 
aptitude for literature are required for this course. 
 

How the course is taught 
A heavy emphasis in this course is placed on research and 
independent learning, although, naturally, students are 
supported at all times and offered guidance when 
completing extended projects such as their coursework 
module and individual oral presentations.   

 
Expectations / Homework 
Students are expected to participate in class discussion, be 
inquisitive and work both independently and in groups. 
Homework ranges from independent research to essay 
questions, either from past papers or based on a topic 
currently being studied.  In addition to this, students are 
expected to consolidate the texts they are studying and 
take additional notes in order to enhance their learning 
outside of the classroom. 

 
Preparatory work 
All works studied are available to students from the 
beginning of the course so that they are free to read any of 
the texts in advance. They will be set poems to analyse in 
the summer preceding the course in order to acquaint 
them with the basic techniques of literary analysis. 
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MUSIC

What is Music? 
It has been argued that Music is the greatest of all the arts, 
with a unique ability to move, to inspire and to improve 
the lives of individuals, of communities and even of whole 
nations. Music deeply and positively affects, and reflects, 
our emotions, our very being. As Victor Hugo put it: 
 
“Music expresses that which cannot be said and on which 
it is impossible to be silent” 
 
The study of music in the Sixth Form is a multi-facetted 
and intellectually challenging process. At the very least, 
students need to be fluent in reading music and should be 
competent performers and composers. In addition they 
need highly developed analytical skills and an ability to 
write critically about music – when, how and why it was 
written, why it succeeds or not, how it should be 
performed and what its inherent value might be. In order 
to be successful in this part of the course, students should 
listen to a wide range of music in addition to the 
prescribed set works and should be prepared to research 
the social and historical background of the music they 
study.  

 
Skills you will develop  
The study of Music in the Sixth Form at Brentwood will 
undoubtedly be a richly rewarding and varied experience 
for any musician.  
 

You can hope to develop many lifelong skills of which the 
following are merely a selection: 

• Advanced performance skills with increased ability 
to self-evaluate and with enhanced stylistic 
understanding  

• The ability to compose in a variety of styles including 
historical pastiche  

• Enhanced aural skills  

• The ability to analyse historical and contemporary 
musical styles with an awareness of related 
sociological and philosophical issues. 

 
Opportunities for trips and further study  
There are many opportunities for Sixth Form music 
students at Brentwood to perform, to compose and to 
listen.  
 
Students are encouraged to be enthusiastic performers 
with weekly rehearsals and frequent Concerts involving 
our many choirs and instrumental groups, as well as a 
termly opportunity to perform as a soloist in our popular 
Chamber Concerts. The style of music on offer is 
remarkably wide from the Renaissance to the present day, 
including jazz and rock. Students also have the 
opportunity to audition for a role in our tremendously 
popular biennial stage musicals.  
 
Composing opportunities abound with notational 
software (Sibelius) and sequencing software (including 
Garage Band) freely available in the department on our 
Apple Mac computers.  Students are encouraged to listen 
to a wide range of music and to listen critically to each 
other at concerts. It is also a requirement that music 
students should sing in a choir and play in a band or 
orchestra. Students occasionally have the opportunity to 
participate in workshops given by visiting performers. 
Those which have taken place in recent years have 
focused upon Samba music, musical instrument 
construction and our very successful Easter Jazz Course. 
Students make regular trips to perform at outside venues 
with the Big Band, and are able to participate in foreign 
tours (recently to Salzburg, Siena and Bavaria). 
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Higher Education opportunities  
The opportunities to study music in further and higher 
educational establishments are greater than could 
possibly have been imagined fifty years ago. Traditional 
music degrees in all of the major universities are still 
popular and over-subscribed, but a wide variety of other 
courses involving Music Technology and aspects of 
Popular and World Music are also available.  
 
In addition to university courses there are a large number 
of courses (too many to list here) offered by the 
Conservatoires in every aspect of musical performance, 
composition, conducting and all related matters.  
 
Opportunities to study Music Theatre courses are also 
offered at selected Drama Schools around the country.  
Students wishing to use their musical skills to enhance 
their university life whilst studying an unrelated subject 
may also apply for Choral or Organ scholarships, which 
are available at several of our top universities including 
Oxbridge and Durham. Many of our students have been 
successful in receiving such awards in recent years, 
including in the last two years both the Organ Scholarship 
of Clare College, Cambridge, and a Choral Scholarship to 
Trinity College, Cambridge. 
 
Brentwood pupils have gone on to read music at 
universities such as Durham, Bristol and York or have 
been accepted by conservatories such as the Royal College 
of Music and Guildhall. Many more have obtained a 
university degree followed by postgraduate studies in 
performance. The Music Department at Brentwood is able 
to claim many top performers amongst its alumni. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Careers for Music graduates   
Future employers in all fields will value the self-discipline, 
rounded thinking, creativity and literary skill displayed by 
a good music graduate. Job opportunities specifically 
involve music including performing, composing and 
arranging, class teaching or instrumental teaching in 
school or in private practice, arts administration, music 
publishing, music therapy, recording and marketing in 
the popular music industry, music librarianship and artist 
management. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
. 
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IB Music (Higher Level) 
 
Content 
 
Listening Paper (30%): Students study two set works in 
detail, and a wide range of styles of music for four 
unprepared listening extracts in the exam, including 
comparisons. 
Music Links Investigation (20%): A media script of up to 
2000 words comparing significant musical links between 
two pieces from distinct musical cultures. 
Creating (25%): Three pieces of coursework, selected 
freely from composition, music technology composition, 
arrangement, improvisation and stylistic techniques. 
Solo Performing (25%): 20 minutes of recordings 
selected from pieces presented during one or more 
public performances. 
 

Optional Topics 
Free choice of pieces to study in the MLI, free choice of 
exercises to submit for the creating option. 
 

Internal Assessment 
50% Creating and solo performing. 
 

External Assessment 
Listening paper: One 3 hour exam; Musical links 
investigation. 
 

Entry Requirements 
A minimum of Grade A in GCSE Music and performing 
skills at least equivalent to ABRSM Grade 5 in at least one 
instrument. 

 
IB Music (Standard Level) 
 
Content 
 
Listening Paper (30%):  Students study two set works in 
details, and a wide range of styles of music for four 
unprepared listening extracts. 
Music Links Investigation (20%): A media script of up to 
2000 words comparing significant musical links between 
two pieces from distinct musical cultures. 
Internal Assessment (50%): Students choose one of three 
options:  

- Creating: Two pieces of coursework, selected 
freely from composition, music technology 
composition, arrangement, improvisation and 
stylistic techniques.  

- Solo Performing: 15 minutes of recordings 
selected from pieces presented during one or 
more public performances.  

- Group Performances: 20-30 minutes of 
recordings selected from pieces presented 
during one or more public performances in an 
ensemble. 

 
 

Optional Topics 
Free choice of pieces to study in the MLI, free choice of 
internal assessment option. 
 

Internal Assessments 
50%: Either creating, solo performing or group 
performing. 
 

External Assessment 
Listening paper: One 2 hour 15 minutes exam; Musical 
links investigation. 
 

Entry Requirements 
A minimum of a Grade B in GCSE Music and performing 
skills at least equivalent to ABRSM Grade 5 in at least one 
instrument (for solo performing option). 

The Extended Essay (Music) 
The Extended Essay is an independent, self-directed 
piece of research, culminating in a 4,000-word paper. As 
a required component, it provides:  

• Practical preparation for the kinds of undergraduate 
research required at tertiary level 

• An opportunity for students to engage in an in-
depth study of a topic of interest within a chosen 
subject 

Emphasis is placed on the research process: 

• Formulating an appropriate research question 
• Engaging in a personal exploration of the topic 
• Communicating ideas 
• Developing an argument 

 
Participation in this process develops the capacity to: 

• Analyse  
• Synthesise, and  
• Evaluate knowledge 

 
Students are supported throughout the process with 
advice and guidance from a supervisor (usually a teacher 
at the school). 
 

IB Music (HL and SL) 
 
Course Specific Objectives 
 
The aims of all subjects in Group 6 are to enable students 
to:  

• Enjoy lifelong engagement with the arts  
• Become informed, reflective and critical 

practitioners of the arts  
• Understand the dynamic and changing nature 

of the arts  
• Explore and value the diversity of the arts across 

time, place and cultures  
• Express ideas with confidence and competence  
• Develop perceptual and analytical skills.  
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Additionally, the music course aims to enable students 
to: 

• Develop their knowledge and potential as 
musicians, both personally and collaboratively. 

 

How the course is taught 
The IB Music Course is challenging and wide-ranging. 
Much of the Lower Sixth year will consist of historical 
study of Western and non-Western music periods, 
together with lessons on creating music, if you elect that 
option. The Musical Links Investigation is submitted at 
the end of the Lower Sixth year. In the Upper Sixth there 
will be detailed study of the set works. If you elect to take 
either of the performing options, your subject teacher 
will work with your individual instrumental teachers to 
help prepare you for the performance aspects of the 
course, which are assessed continuously throughout the 
course. 

The Extended Essay (Music) 
The Extended Essay is an independent, self-directed 
piece of research, culminating in a 4,000-word paper. As 
a required component, it provides:  

• Practical preparation for the kinds of undergraduate 
research required at tertiary level 

• An opportunity for students to engage in an in-
depth study of a topic of interest within a chosen 
subject. 

Emphasis is placed on the research process: 

• Formulating an appropriate research question 

• Engaging in a personal exploration of the topic 

• Communicating ideas 

• Developing an argument. 

Participation in this process develops the capacity to: 

• Analyse  

• Synthesise, and  

• Evaluate knowledge. 

Students are supported throughout the process with 
advice and guidance from a supervisor (usually a teacher 
at the school). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Expectations/Homework 
Regular homework is set and marked on the work learnt 
for the listening paper, including comparative essays. In 
addition, technical exercises in harmony and 
counterpoint are given. Students are expected to practise 
diligently in order to prepare for the performance aspect, 
to attend such rehearsals as are held in the Music 
Department in order to improve aural skills, sight reading 
and general musicianship and also to listen to a wide 
range of music. These activities constitute a permanent 
homework requirement in this subject. 
 

Preparatory Work 
It is essential that students embarking on this course 
should read music fluently. To this end a pass in the 
Associated Board Grade Five Theory of Music 
Examination is desirable, though not essential. Students 
should also have a measure of practical skill roughly 
equating to Associated Board Grade 4 or above in order to 
begin to fulfil the requirements of Units 1 and 4 (in which 
playing of Grade 7 standard or above is advantageous). 
Music is a difficult subject and any preparatory listening 
across a wide range of styles and, above all, enthusiasm 
and passion for music in all its forms, will help a potential 
candidate to make a good start to this course. 
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A Level Music 
 
 

Content 

The two-year course is split into three components as 
follows: 
 
• Unit 1 – Performing – Minimum 8 minutes – 30%  
• Unit 2 – Composing – Two compositions – 30%  
• Unit 3 – Written Examination – 40%  
 
Unit 1  
Performing - Coursework 30%  
 
Students are externally assessed on a performance of no less 
than 8 minutes which is recorded.  It may be in any style, and 
may be solo or ensemble, from a score or improvised. The 
performance must take place in front of an audience and must 
consist of a balanced programme. A standard of grade 7 or 
above is desirable. 
 
Unit 2   
 
Composing – coursework 30%  
• Students compose two compositions both of which are 

externally assessed.  One may be in response to a chosen 
brief which will relate to the Areas of Study studied in the 
set works, or may be a free composition. The other will be 
from a brief assessing technique. A score and recording 
must be produced.  

• The free choice composition briefs will be released on 
September 1st at the beginning of the year of certification. 

• The Briefs assessing technique will be released on 1 April 
in the year of certification.  These briefs allow students to 
compose under controlled conditions with a guided 
maximum allowed time of 6 hours in the following styles:  

• Bach Chorale, Two-Part Counterpoint, Arrangement or 
Remix. 

• Total time across both submissions must be a minimum 
of 6 minutes. 

 
Unit 3   
Appraising – Examination 40%  
 
Set Works 

• Students study a selection of prescribed set works 
from Six Areas of Study incorporating the following 
genres:  Vocal Music, Instrumental Music, Music for 
Film, Popular Music and Jazz, Fusions and New 
Directions.  These are all taken from the Edexcel 
Anthology of Music. 

 
Unfamiliar Music and Wider Listening 

• Students must use their knowledge and 
understanding of musical elements, musical contexts 
and musical language to analyse unfamiliar music. 

 
These two sections are assessed in a two hour examination 
comprising: 

 
• Section A: four questions, three on set works and one 

question on dictation. 
 
Section B: one essay on an unfamiliar piece of music 
and one essay relating a set work to wider listening.  

 
.  
 
 
 

 
 
Course Specific Objectives  
The course aims to encourage students to: 
 
• Develop their skills as a performer in solo and/or 

ensemble performances 
• Develop their understanding of harmony and 

counterpoint 
• Develop their ability to compose in a variety of styles.  
• Develop their aural skills 
• Develop a suitable technical language with which to write 

about music  
• Develop their ability to listen to music analytically and to 

write about music critically  
• Develop their understanding of music within a social, 

historic, cultural and moral context 
• Develop their handling of specialist music technology 

where it is needed for composition 
• Improve their independent learning through listening, 

reading and research. 
 

How the course is taught 
The course is normally delivered by two subject teachers. One 
teacher gives weekly lessons on the analysis of set works and 
associated aural skills. The other teacher gives guidance on the 
composition elements of the course together with lessons on 
harmony and counterpoint. Students also develop their 
performance skills in preparation for Unit 1 with their 
individual instrumental tutors. 
 

Expectations/Homework  
Regular homework is set and marked on the work learnt for 
Units 2 and 3, including comparative essays for the latter. In 
addition technical exercises in harmony and counterpoint are 
given. Students are expected to practise assiduously in order to 
prepare for all Units, to attend such rehearsals as are held in 
the music department in order to improve aural skills, sight 
reading and general musicianship and also to listen to a wide 
range of music. These activities constitute a permanent 
homework requirement in this subject. 
 

Preparatory Work 
It is essential that students embarking on this course should 
read music fluently. To this end a pass in the Associated Board 
Grade Five Theory of Music Examination is desirable, though 
not essential. Students should also have a measure of practical 
skill roughly equating to Associated Board Grade 4 or above in 
order to begin to fulfil the requirements of Units 1 and 4 (in 
which playing of Grade 7 standard or above is advantageous). 
Music is a difficult subject and any preparatory listening 
across a wide range of styles and, above all, enthusiasm and 
passion for music in all its forms, will help a potential 
candidate to make a good start to this course. 
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

A Level Religious Studies 
 
Content 
The department will be following the OCR Course in 
Religious Studies which has three modules: 

• The Philosophy of Religion 

• Religious ethics 

• Buddhism 
 
Students will sit all three modules simultaneously and will 
see how their learning in one influences their knowledge 
in the other two.  

 
This gives you an excellent introduction to many 
challenging and complex theories in Philosophy of 
Religion, Theology and Ethics, which will stretch and test 
you. You will learn how to write concisely and succinctly, 
to argue intelligently and to evaluate evidence in building 
up a powerful case for or against a key topic. This course 
will really develop your ability to make connections and 
observe subtle but powerful shades of difference between 
thinkers.   
 
All modules are exam assessed and there is no coursework. 
Each of the three modules is assessed in a 2-hour exam at 
the end of the Upper Sixth.  
 

Entry Requirements 
An A grade at GCSE (RE) would be expected, but we take 
each candidate on their merits. You must be willing to 
approach lessons with an open, inquiring and critical 
mind. 
 

Course Specific Objectives 

The aims of the OCR GCE in Religious Studies are to 
encourage students to: 

• develop their interest in a rigorous study of 
religion and belief and relate it to the wider world  

 

• develop knowledge and understanding 
appropriate to a specialist study of religion  

 

• develop an understanding and appreciation of 
religious thought and its contribution to 
individuals  

 

• adopt an enquiring, critical and reflective 
approach to the study of religion  

 

• reflect on and develop their own values, opinions 
and attitudes in the light of their study.  

 

 

How the course is taught 
Each course is normally taught by two subject teachers. A 
heavy emphasis is placed on student participation, 
presentation, research and independent learning. The 
School Library is well resourced for all courses. Further 
learning resources are available through the RE 
Department Virtual Learning Environment. 

Expectations/Homework  
Subject teachers set tasks according to an agreed work 
programme which helps students to manage their time. All 
students are expected to engage fully in lessons, keep up to 
date and to read and research widely in order to support 
their independent learning. 
 

Preparatory Work 
It is recommended that all students read an introductory 
text to familiarise themselves with the periods of study 
before they embark upon the course. Further advice will be 
given about appropriate reading. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Professor Grayling’s many books cover a huge range of 
philosophical topics, methods and personalities and his 
current interest is in identifying the roles religion plays in 
public life and questioning, whether it is a force for good 
or not. What do you think? 
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