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The U. S. Board of Geographic Names does not recognize the Bermuda Triangle as an official name and 
does not maintain an official file on the area. 

The "Bermuda or Devil's Triangle" is an imaginary area located off the southeastern Atlantic coast of the 
United States, which is noted for a high incidence of unexplained losses of ships, small boats, and 
aircraft. The apexes of the triangle are generally accepted to be Bermuda, Miami, Fla., and San Juan, 
Puerto Rico. 

In the past, extensive, but futile Coast Guard searches prompted by search and rescue cases such as the 
disappearances of an entire squadron ofTBM Avengers shortly after take off from Fort Lauderdale, Fla., 
or the traceless sinking of USS Cyclops and Marine Sulphur Queen have lent credence to the popular 
belief in the mystery and the supernatural qualities of the "Bermuda Triangle." 

Countless theories attempting to explain the many disappearances have been offered throughout the 
history of the area. The most practical seem to be environmental and those citing human error. The 
majority of disappearances can be attributed to the area's unique environmental features. First, the 
"Devil's Triangle" is one of the two places on earth that a magnetic compass does point towards true 
north. Normally it points toward magnetic north. The difference between the two is known as compass 
variation. The amount of variation changes by as much as 20 degrees as one circumnavigates the earth. 
If this compass variation or error is not compensated for, a navigator could find himself far off course 
and in deep trouble. 

An area called the "Devil's Sea" by Japanese and Filipino seamen, located off the east coast of Japan, 
also exhibits the same magnetic characteristics. It is also known for its mysterious disappearances. 

Another environmental factor is the character of the Gulf Stream. It is extremely swift and turbulent and 
can quickly erase any evidence of a disaster. The unpredictable Caribbean-Atlantic weather pattern also 
plays its role. Sudden local thunder storms and water spouts often spell disaster for pilots and mariners. 
Finally, the topography of the ocean floor varies from extensive shoals around the islands to some of the 
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deepest marine trenches in the world. With the interaction of the strong currents over the many reefs the 
topography is in a state of constant flux and development of new navigational hazards is swift. 

Not to be under estimated is the human error factor. A large number of pleasure boats travel the waters 
between Florida's Gold Coast and the Bahamas. All too often, crossings are attempted with too small a 
boat, insufficient knowledge of the area's hazards, and a lack of good seamanship. 

The Coast Guard is not impressed with supernatural explanations of disasters at sea. It has been their 
experience that the combined forces of nature and unpredictability of mankind outdo even the most far 
fetched science fiction many times each year. 

We know of no maps that delineate the boundaries of the Bermuda Triangle. However, there are general 
area maps available through the Distribution Control Department, U.S. Naval Oceanographic Office, 
Washington, D.C. 20390. Of particular interest to students if mysterious happenings may be the 
"Aeromagnetic Charts of the U.S. Coastal Region," H.O. Series 17507, 15 sheets. Numbers 9 through 15 
cover the "Bermuda Triangle." 

Interest in the "Bermuda Triangle" can be traced to (I) the cover article in the August 1968 Argosy, "The 
Spreading Mystery of the Bermuda Triangle", (2) the answer to a letter to the editor of the January 1969 
Playboy, and (3) an article in August 4, 1968 I, "Limbo of Lost Ships", by Leslie Lieber. Also, many 
newspapers carried a December 22, 1967 National Geographic Society news release which was derived 
largely from Vincent Gaddis' Invisible Horizons: True Mysteries of the Sea (Chilton Books, 
Philadelphia, 1965. OCLC# 681276) Chapter 13, "The Triangle of Death", in Mr. Gaddis' book, presents 
the most comprehensive account of the mysteries of the Bermuda Triangle. Gaddis describes nine of the 
more intriguing mysteries and provides copious notes and references. Much of the chapter is reprinted 
from an article by Mr. Gaddis, "The Deadly Bermuda Triangle", in the February 1964 Argosy. The 
article elicited a large and enthusiastic response from the magazine's readers. Perhaps the most 
interesting letter, which appeared in the May 1964 Argosy's "Back Talk" section, recounts a mysterious 
and frightening incident in an aircraft flying over the area in 1944. 

11 December 1998 
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"Exorcizing the Devil's Triangle" 

By Howard L. Rosenberg 
Sealift no. 6 (Jun. 1974): 11-15. 

During the past century more than 50 ships and 20 aircraft sailed into oblivion in the area known 
as the Devil's Triangle, Bermuda Triangle, Hoodoo Sea, or a host of other names. 

Exactly what happened to the ships and aircraft is not known. Most disappeared without a trace. 
Few distress calls and little, if any, debris signaled their disappearance. 

Size of the triangle is dictated by whoever happens to be writing about it, and consequently what 
ships and the number lost depends largely on which article you read. 

Vincent Gaddis, credited with putting the triangle "on the map" in a 1964 Argosy feature, 
described the triangle as extending from Florida to Bermuda, southwest to Puerto Rico and back to 
Florida through the Bahamas. Another author puts the apexes of the triangle somewhere in Virginia, on 
the western coast of Bermuda and around Cuba, Dominican Republic and Puerto Rico. Sizes of the areas 
described ranged from 500,000 to 1.5 million square miles. 

Whatever the size or shape, there supposedly is some inexplicable force within it that causes ships 
and planes to vanish. 

According to Richard Winer, who recently completed a TV film documentary on the area, one 
"expert" he interviewed claims the missing ships and planes are still there, only in a different dimension 
as a result of a magnetic phenomenon that could have been set up by a UFO (Unidentified Flying 
Object). 

Winer is currently writing a book on the subject and has traveled most of the area in his sailboat. 
He confesses he "never saw anything unusual." 

Winer's TV program dealt mostly with the strange disappearance in 1945 of five Navy TBM 
Avengers with 14 fliers who flew from Ft. Lauderdale into the triangle never to return. A PBM Mariner 
with a 13-man crew was sent out to search for the fliers. It too, never returned. 

Few have really dug into all the aspects of this mystery, but many are content to attribute the loss 
of Flight 19 to some mysterious source, like UFOs. Michael McDonnel did do some digging. In an 
article he wrote for the June 1973 edition of Naval Aviation News, he suggested the most realistic answer 
to the loss of Flight 19 was simple, that after becoming lost, they ran out of gas. Many question that 
possibility by asking, "How could such experienced pilots get lost? How could all the compasses be 
wrong?" 

If the planes were flying through a magnetic storm, all compasses could possibly malfunction. 
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Actually, man's knowledge of magnetism is limited. We know how to live with it and escape it by going 
into space, but, we really don't know what exactly it is. 

As for the pilots' experience, Flight 19 was a training flight. Though advanced, it was still training. 
Even the most "experienced" pilots make mistakes. 

McDonnel concludes his article with the statement, "Former TBM pilots that we questioned 
express the opinion that the crew of an Avenger attempting to ditch at night in a heavy sea would almost 
certainly not survive the crash. And this, we feel was the case with Flight 19. The aircraft most probably 
broke up on impact and those crewmen who might have survived the crash would not have lasted long in 
coo I water." 

The PBM Mariner was specifically designed as a rescue plane with the ability to remain aloft for 
24 hours. But the Mariners 
were nicknamed "flying gas tanks" by those who flew them. It was common for a pilot to search the 
crew members before each flight for matches or cigarette lighters because gas fumes often were present. 
After this Mariner disappeared, the Navy soon grounded all others. 

Another mysterious disappearance that baffles researchers is that of the SS Marine Sulphur Queen. 
Bound for Norfolk, Va. from Beaumont, Texas, the tanker was last heard from on Feb. 3, 1963, when 
she routinely radioed her position. The message placed her near Key West in the Florida Straits. 

Three days later, Coast Guard searchers found a solitary life jacket bobbing in a calm sea 40 miles 
southwest of the tanker's last known position. Another sign of the missing tanker or her 39-man crew has 
ever been found. 

The absence of bodies might be explained by the fact that the waters are infested with sharks and 
barracuda. As for the tanker, she was carrying 15,000 long tons of molten sulphur contained in four 
metal tanks, each heated to 275 degrees Fahrenheit by a network of coils connected to two boilers. 

No one knows for sure whether she blew up, but it is a possibility. If gas escaped from the tanks 
and poisoned the crew, the radio officer may have not had time to send a distress call before being 
overcome. The slightest spark could have set the leaking sulphur afire in an instant. 

Writing in the Seamen's Church Institute of New York's magazine, The Lookout, Paul Brock said 
that officers on a Honduras flag banana boat "reported to the Coast Guard that their freighter ran into a 
'strong odor' 15 miles off Cape San Antonia, the western tip of Cuba, just before dawn on February 3. 
The odor was acrid."' 

Brock speculates that they could have smelled the fumes coming from the Sulphur Queen 
"floating somewhere over the horizon, her crew dead and her cargo blazing." 

According to Brock, T-2 tankers like the Sulphur Queen had a history of battle failure. He said 
that "during the preceding years, three T-2s had split in half." Brock also cites a case in December 1954 
when a converted Navy LST, the Southern District, was heading up the North Carolina coastline when 
she disappeared without a trace or distress call. Her cargo was powdered sulphur. 

One of the most celebrated stories of Devil's Triangle victims, is that of USSCyclops which 
disappeared in March of 1918. 

In his television program, Richard Winer indicated the captain of the Cyclops was rather eccentric. 
He was reputedly fond of pacing the quarterdeck wearing a hat, a cane and his underwear. Prior to the 
Cyclops disappearance there was a minor mutiny by some members of the crew which was promptly 
squelched by the captain and the perpetrators were sent below in irons. None of this really offers a clue 
to what happened to the collier Cyclops, but it suggests something other than a mysterious force might 
have led to her doom. 

3/18/99 I 0:00 AM 



Bermuda Triangle http://www .history. navy .m i l/faqs/faq8-3 .htm 

3 of6 

According to Marshall Smith writing in Cosmopolitan, September 1973, "theories ranged from 
mutiny at sea to a boiler explosion which carried away the radio shack and prevented any distress call." 
One magazine, Literary Digest, speculated that a giant octopus rose from the sea, entwined the ship with 
its tentacles and dragged it to the bottom. Another theory was that the shipped suddenly turned turtle in a 
freak storm, trapping all hands inside. 

Fifty years later, novelist Paul Gallico used the idea as the peg for a novel called The Poseidon 
Adventure which was made into a successful movie in 1972. 

Cyclops was assigned to the Naval Overseas Transportation Service, which became the Naval 
Transportation, which merged with the Army Transport Service to become the Military Sea 
Transportation Service and then Military Sealift Command. When she sailed she was loaded with I 0,800 
tons of manganese ore bound for Baltimore from Barbados in the West Indies. 

Information obtained from Germany following World War I disproved the notion that enemy 
U-boats or mines sank the Cyclops. None were in the area. 

Another story concerns the loss of the nuclear submarine USS Scorpion in the Devil's Triangle. It 
is impossible to stretch even the farthest flung region of the triangle to include the position of the lost 
sub. 

Truth is, Scorpion was found by the MSC oceanographic ship USNS Mizar about 400 miles 
southwest of the Azores, nowhere near the Devil's Triangle. Its loss was attributed to mechanical failure, 
not some demonic denizen of the deep. 

There are literally thousands of cases of lost ships ever since primitive man dug a canoe out of the 
trunk of a tree and set it in the water. Why all this emphasis on the Devil's Triangle? It's difficult to say. 

It would seem that, historically, whenever man was unable to explain the nature of the world 
around him, the problems he faced were said to be caused by gods, demons, monsters and more recently, 
extra-terrestrial invaders. 

Before Columbus set sail and found the Americas, it was believed that the world was flat and if 
you sailed too far west, you would fall off the edge. That reasoning prevails concerning the Devil's 
Triangle. Since not enough scientific research has been done to explain the phenomenon associated with 
the area, imagination takes over. UFOs, mystical rays from the sun to the lost Continent of Atlantis, 
giant sea monsters and supernatural beings are linked to the mysterious disappearances in the triangle. 

To someone unprepared to take on the immense work of scientific research, supernatural 
phenomenon make for an easy answer. But, it is amazing how many supernatur~l things become natural 
when scientifically investigated. 

There are a number of natural forces at work in the area known as the Devil's Triangle, any of 
which could, if the conditions were right, bring down a plane or sink a ship. 

Many reputable scientists refuse to talk to anyone concerning the Devil's Triangle simply because 
they do not want their good names and reputations associated with notions they consider ridiculous. 

One expert on ocean currents at Yale University, who asked not to be identified, exploded into 
laughter at the mention of the triangle and said, "We confidently, and without any hesitation, often go to 
sea and work in that area." Another scientist refused to talk about it. 

Atmospheric aberrations are common to jet age travelers. Few have flown without experiencing a 
phenomenon known as clear air turbulence. An aircraft can be flying smoothly on a beautifully clear day 
and suddenly hit an air pocket or hole in the sky and drop 200 to 300 feet. 

Lt. Cmdr. Peter Quinton, meteorologist and satellite liaison officer with the Fleet Weather Service 

3/18/99 I 0:00AM 



Bermuda Triangle hnp://www.history.navy.mil/taqs/taq8-3.htm 

4 of6 

at Suitland, Md., said, "You can come up with hundreds of possibilities and elaborate on all of them and 
then come up with hundreds more to dispute the original ones." 

"It's all statistical," he said, "there's nothing magical about it." According to Quinton, the Bermuda 
Triangle is notorious for unpredictable weather. The only things necessary for a storm to become a 
violent hurricane are speed, fetch (the area the wind blows over) and time. If the area is large enough, a 
thunderstorm can whip into a hurricane of tremendous intensity. But hurricanes can usually be spotted 
by meteorologists using satellite surveillance. It is the small, violent thunderstorms known as 
meso-meteorological storms that they can't predict since they are outside of normal weather patterns. 
These are tornadoes, thunderstorms and immature tropical cyclones. 

They can occur at sea with little warning, and dissipate completely before they reach the shore. It 
is highly possible that a ship or plane can sail into what is considered a mild thunderstorm and suddenly 
face a meso-meteorological storm of incredible intensity. 

Satellites sometimes cannot detect tropical storms if they are too small in diameter, or if they 
occur while the satellite is not over the area. There is a 12-hour gap between the time the satellite passes 
over a specific part of the globe until it passes again. During these 12 hours, any number of brief, violent 
storms could occur. 

Quinton said, "Thunderstorms can also generate severe electrical storms sufficient to foul up 
communication systems." Speaking of meso-meteorological storms, which she dubbed "neutercanes," 
Dr. Joanne Simpson, a prominent meteorologist at the University of Miami, said in the Cosmopolitan 
article that "These small hybrid type storm systems arise very quickly, especially over the Gulf Stream. 
They are several miles in diameter, last a few minutes or a few seconds and then vanish. But they stir up 
giant waves and you have chaotic seas coming from all directions. These storms can be devastating." 

An experienced sailor herself, Dr. Simpson said on occasion she has been "peppered by staccato 
bolts of lightning and smelled- the metallic odor of spent electricity as they hit the water, then frightened 
by ball lightning running off the yards." Sailors have been amazed for years by lightning storms and 
static electricity called "St. Elmo's Fire." 

Aubrey Graves, writing in This Week magazine, August 4, 1964, quotes retired Coast Guard Capt. 
Roy Hutchins as saying, "Weather within the triangle where warm tropical breezes meet cold air masses 
from the arctic is notoriously unpredictable." "You can get a perfectly good weather pattern, as far as the 
big weather maps go, then go out there on what begins as a fine day and suddenly get hit by a 75-knot 
squall. They are localized and build up on the spot, but they are violent indeed." 

Many boatmen, Hutchins said, lack understanding of the velocity of that "river within the ocean" 
(Gulf Stream) which at its axis surges north at four knots. "When it collides with strong northeast winds, 
extremely stiff seas build up, just as in an inlet when the tide is ebbing against an incoming sea." 

"The seas out there can be just indescribable. The waves break and you get a vertical wall of water 
from 30 to 40 feet high coming down on you. Unless a boat can take complete submergence in a large, 
breaking sea, she can not live." 

Last year, the Coast Guard answered 8,000 distress calls in the area, 700 a month or 23 a day. 
Most problems could have been avoided if caution had been used. The biggest trouble comes from small 
boats running out of gas. According to the Coast Guard, an inexperienced sailor is looking for trouble 
out there: A small boat could be sucked into the prop of a big tanker or swamped in a storm and never be 
seen agam. 

Another phenomenon common in the region is the waterspout. Simply a tornado at sea that pulls 
water from the ocean surface thousands of feet into the sky, the waterspout could "wreck almost 
anything" said Allen Hartwell, oceanographer with Normandeau Associates. 

Hartwell explained that the undersea topography of the ocean floor in the area has some 
interesting characteristics. Most of the sea floor out in the Devil's Triangle is about 19,000 feet down and 
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covered with deposition, a fine-grained sandy material. However, as you approach the East Coast of the 
United States, you suddenly run into the continental shelf with a water depth of 50 to I 00 feet. Running 
north along the coast is the Gulf Stream which bisects the triangle carrying warm tropical water. 

Near the southern tip of the triangle lies the Puerto Rico Trench which at one point is 27,500 feet 
below sea level. It's the deepest point in the Atlantic Ocean and probably holds many rotting and 
decaying hulks of Spanish treasure galleons. 

Many articles concerning the triangle have made the erroneous statement that the Navy formed 
Project Magnet to survey the area and discover whether magnetic aberrations do limit communications 
with ships in distress, or contribute to the strange disappearance of ships and aircraft. 

Truth is that Navy's Project Magnet has been surveying all over the world for more than 20 years, 
mapping the earth's magnetic fields. According to Henry P. Stockard, project director, "We have passed 
over the area hundreds of times and never noticed any unusual magnetic disturbances." 

Also passing through the Devil's Triangle is the 80th meridian, a degree oflongitude which 
extends south from Hudson Bay through Pittsburgh then out into the Triangle a few miles east of Miami. 
Known as the agonic line, it is one of two places in the world where true north and magnetic north are in 
perfect alignment and compass variation is unnecessary. An experienced navigator could sail off course 
several degrees and lead 
himself hundreds of miles away from his original destination. 

This same line extends over the North Pole to the other side of the globe bisecting a portion of the 
Pacific Ocean east of Japan. 

This is another part of the world where mysterious disappearances take place and has been dubbed 
the "Devil Sea" by Philippine and Japanese seamen. Noted for tsunami, the area is considered dangerous 
by Japanese shipping authorities. Tsunami, often erroneously called tidal waves, are huge waves created 
by underground earthquakes. These seismic waves have very long wave lengths and travel at velocities 
of 400 miles per hour or more. In the open sea they may be only a foot high. But as they approach the 
continental shelf, their speed is reduced and their height increases dramatically. Low islands may be 
completely submerged by them. So too may ships sailing near the coast or above the continental shelf. 

Quite a bit of seismic activity occurs off the northern shoreline of Puerto Rico. Seismic shocks 
recorded between 1961 and 1969 had a depth of focus ranging from zero to 70 kilometers down. 
Relatively shallow seaquakes could create tsunamis similar to those in the Pacific Ocean, but few have 
been recorded. 

A distinct line of shallow seaquake activity runs through the mid-Atlantic corresponding with the 
features of the continental shelf of the Americas. 

Some claim we know more about outer space than we do about inner space, including the oceans. 
If that is true, much information has yet to be developed concerning the Devil's Triangle. As recently as 
1957 a deep counter-current was detected beneath the Gulf Stream with the aid of sub-surface floats 
emitting acoustic signals. The Gulf Stream and other currents have proved to consist of numerous 
disconnected filaments moving in complex patterns. 

What it all adds up to is that the majority of the supernatural happenings offered as explanations 
for the Devil's Triangle mysteries amount to a voluminous mass of sheer hokum, extrapolated to the nth 
degree. 

Mysteries associated with the sea are plentiful in the history of mankind. The triangle area 
happens to be one of the most heavily traveled regions in the world and the greater the number of ships 
or planes, the greater the odds that something will happen to some. 

Each holiday season the National Safety Council warns motorists by predicting how many will die 
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on the nation's highways. They are usually quite accurate, but, no monsters kill people on highways, 
only mistakes. 

Seafarers and aircraft pilots also make mistakes. Eventually scientists will separate fact from the 
fiction concerning the Devil's Triangle. Until then, we can only grin and bear the ministrations of 
madness offered by triangle cultists. 

If you happen to be passing through the triangle while reading this article, don't bother to station 
extra watches to keep a wary eye out for giant squids. Better to relax and mull over the words of poet 
Henry Wadsworth Longfellow: 

"Wouldst thou," so the helmsman answered, 
"Know the secret of the sea?" 
Only those who brave its dangers, 
Comprehend its mystery. 

12 May 1996 
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The Loss Of Flight 19 
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I. The Bermuda Triangle F AQ 
2. McDonell, Mtchael, "Lost Patrol," II!NiiiluNava/ Aviation News (Jun.l973): 8-16. 

Prepared by the Operational Archives Branch, Naval Historical Center 

Gn•mman TBM • Avenger" 

At about 2: I 0 p.m. on the afternoon of 5 December 1945, Flight 19, consisting of five TBM 
Avenger Torpedo Bombers departed from the U.S. Naval Air Station, Fort Lauderdale, Florida, on an 
authorized advanced overwater navigational training flight. They were to execute navigation problem 
No. I, which is as follows: (I) depart 26 degrees 03 minutes north and 80 degrees 07 minutes west and 
fly 091 degrees (T) distance 56 miles to Hen and Chickens Shoals to conduct low level bombing, after 
bombing continue on course 091 degrees (T) for 67 miles, (2) fly course 346 degrees (T) distance 73 
miles and (3) fly course 241 degrees (T) distance 120 miles, then returning to U.S. Naval Air Station, 
Fort Lauderdale, Florida. 

In charge of the flight was a senior qualified flight instructor, piloting one of the planes. The other 
planes were piloted by qualified pilots with between 350 and 400 hours flight time of which at least 55 
was in TBM type aircraft. The weather over the area covered by the track of the navigational problem 
consisted of scattered rain showers with a ceiling of 2500 feet within the showers and unlimited outside 
the showers, visibility of 6-8 miles in the showers, I 0-12 otherwise. Surface winds were 20 knots with 
gusts to 31 knots. The sea was moderate to rough. The general weather conditions were considered 
average for training flights of this nature except within showers. 

A radio message intercepted at about 4 p.m. was the first indication that Flight 19 was lost. This 
message, believed to be between the leader on Flight 19 and another pilot in the same flight, indicated 
that the instructor was uncertain of his position and the direction of the Florida coast. The aircraft also 
were experiencing malfunction of their compasses. Attempts to establish communications on the training 
frequency were unsatisfactory due to interference from Cuba broadcasting stations, static, and 
atmospheric conditions. All radio contact was lost before the exact nature of the trouble or the location 
of the flight could be determined. Indications are that the flight became lost somewhere east of the 
Florida peninsula and was unable to determine a course to return to their base. The flight was never 
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heard from again and no trace of the planes were ever found. It is assumed that they made forced 
landings at sea, in darkness somewhere east of the Florida peninsula, possibly after running out of gas. It 
is known that the fuel carried by the aircraft would have been completely exhausted by 8 p.m. The sea in 
that presumed area was rough and unfavorable for a water landing. It is also possible that some 
unexpected and unforeseen development of weather conditions may have intervened although there is no 
evidence of freak storms in the area at the time. 

All available facilities in the immediate area were used in an effort to locate the missing aircraft 
and help them return to base. These efforts were not successful. No trace of the aircraft was ever found 
even though an extensive search operation was conducted until the evening of I 0 December 1945, when 
weather conditions deteriorated to the point where further efforts became unduly hazardous. Sufficient 
aircraft and surface vessels were utilized to satisfactorily cover those areas in which survivors of Flight 
19 could be presumed to be located. 

One search aircraft was lost during the operation. A PBM patrol plane which was launched at 
approximately 7:30p.m., 5 December 1945, to search for the missing IBM's. This aircraft was never 
seen nor heard from after take-off. Based upon a report from a merchant ship off Fort Lauderdale which 
sighted a "burst of flame, apparently an explosion, and passed through on oil slick at a time and place 
which matched the presumed location of the PBM, it is believed this aircraft exploded at sea and sank at 
approximately 28.59 N; 80.25 W. No trace of the plane or its crew was ever found. 

The Operational Archives Branch, Naval Historical Center, 901 M Street SE, Washington, DC 
20374-5060 has placed the Board oflnvestigation convened at NAS Miami to inquire into the loss of the 
5 TBM Avengers in Flight 19 and the PBM aircraft on microfilm reel, NRS 1983-37. To order a 
duplicate film for the fees indicated on the Naval Historical Center fee schedule, please complete the 
duplication order form and send a check or money order for the appropnate amount, made payable to the 
DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY, to the Operational Archives Branch, Naval Historical Center, 
901 M Street, SE, Washington, DC 20374-5060. 

For Additional Information: Kusche, Larry. The Disappearance of Flight 19. New York: Harper & 
Row, 1980. · 

4 March 1998 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY--NAVAL HISTORICAL CENTER 
901 M STREET SE- WASHINGTON NAVY YARD 

WASHINGTON DC 20374-5060 

Online Library of Selected Images: 
-- U.S. NAVY SHIPS --

USS Cyclops (1910-1918) 

USS Cyclops was the Navy's second ship of that name. A 19,360-ton 
collier, specially designed to keep a mobile battlefleet supplied with 
fuel, she was built in 1910 by William Cramp and Sons at Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania. Prior to World War I, she supported U.S. warships in 

'I 

European waters, off the Atlantic seaboard and in the Caribbean as a unit of the Naval Auxiliary Force. 

Cyclops entered commissioned service in 1917, and continued carrying coal and other cargo to facilitate 
the U.S. Navy's wartime operations. In early March 1918, while returning from a voyage to Brazil, USS 
Cyclops disappeared with all hands. Her wreck has never been found, and the cause of her loss remains 
unknown. 

For related textual resources, see "Frequently Asked Questions": The Bermuda Triangle. 

This page features a selection of views of USS Cyclops and of crewmen who were lost with her. 

If higher resolution reproductions than these digital images are desired, see "How to Obtain 
Photographic Reproductions." 

Click on the small photograph to prompt a larger view of the same image. 

I 
USS Cyclops (1910-1918) i 

nchored in the Hudson River, offNew York City, on 31 
October 1911. Photograph was taken by the New York 

avy Yard. 

U.S. Naval Historical Center Photograph. 

Online Image: 55,732 bytes; 740 x 565 pixels 
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hotographed by the New York Navy Yard, probably 
hile anchored in the Hudson River, NY, on 3 October 

1911. 

hotographfrom the Bureau of Ships Collection in the .
1

· 

U.S. National Archives. 

Online Image: 51,246 bytes; 740 x 540 pixels I 

eproductions of this image may also be available J 
hrough the National Archives' photographic 

reproduction system. 
- -- -

oto : 1 

SS Cyclops (1910-1918) 

hotographed by Sargent, circa 1913. 

Copied from the album of Francis Sargent, courtesy of 
Commander John Condon, 1986. 

U.S. Naval Historical Center Photograph. 

Online Image: 58,404 bytes; 740 x 485 pixels 

SS South Carolina (BB-26) 
and 

SS Cyclops (1910-1918) 

Engaged in an experimental coaling while under way at I 
sea in 1914. Rigging between the two ships was used to 
ransfer two 800-pound bags of coal at a time. The bags j 

ere landed on a platform in front of the battleship's , 
forward 12-inch gun turret, and then carried to the 1 

unkers. ' 
he donor, who served as a seaman in South Carolina at· 

he time, comments: "it showed that this was possible I 
ut a very slow method of refueling. Nothing was heard : 

of the test afterwards." 

Donation of Earle F. Brookins, Jamestown, NY, 1972. 

U.S. Naval Historical Center Photograph. 
I 

' 

http://www.history.navy.mil/photos/sh-usn/usnsh-c/cyclops.htm 
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l~:.,rnP<t Randolph Crammer, 
l'>e1unan, U.S. Navy 

was lost with USS Cyclops in March 1918. 
cap band is from that ship. 

S. Naval Historical Center Photograph. 

IOIIli~te Image: 41,143 bytes; 610 x 775 pixels 

Stuart Merriam, 
ICoxw:u't rr, U.S. Navy 

was lost with USS Cyclops in March 1918. 
cap band is from USS San Diego (ACR-6). 

Naval Historical Center Photograph. 

http://www.history.navy.miliphotos/sh-usn/usnsh-cicyclops.htm 

1-...1 Return to Naval Historical Center home page. 
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BERMUDA TRIANGLE PACKET 

1. Bermuda Triangle PACT SHEEr ·prepared by tlle U.S.Coast Guarrl 

2. Flight 19 Lou PAr:J: SHEEr prepared by the Office of InfomatioD• . 

3. · U s S CYCLOPS PACT SHEEr p~epared by the Office of. Information~ · 

4. Article "Lost Patrcil" by ·Michael MCDonell from Naval Aviatlo•.~ 
!!!!:!!!. magazine of the Naval Air Systems Co11uoand June 1973 issue 

S. ArUc:le "Exorcising the. Devil' s Triangle" by Howard L. RoaeuLers'" 
fr0111 Sealift magazine of the Military Seafift Command June,.l974• 

6. ·~e Bermuda Triangle, An An~otated Bibliography by Cnrol F. 
Stancil of the Reference Section College Lib_rary 0 U C L A, 1973. 
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'J.'he . "l3e1'1!11U1a T:l:i.angle • 

• 
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- Tho ''Bem.lda or Devil 's TTiangle" is· an imliginaty area located off .. 
the southeastern Atlantic coast of the thited States, \~hich is noted 
for a high incidence of unexplained losses of ships, small boats, and 
aircraft. The apexes of the triangle are .generally aceepted to be 
Ben~~.~da, Miami, Fla., and San Juan, Puerto Rico. · ·. •· · · · · . __ :·. 

In the past, extensive, but futile Coast Guard searches prompted . 
·by search and rescue cases such as the disappean'l\ces of an entire . . 
squadron of TBM Avengers shortly after take off. flOlll Fort Lauderdale; Fla•, 
or the traceless sin.lcing of the- Marine Sulpher 'Queen in the Florida · .· 
StaitS have lent credence to the popular belief in the mystety and the 
supernatural qualities of the "Benmllla Triangle." 

Countless theories attempting to explain the many disappearances 
have heen offered throughout the his.toty of the· area. 111e _JOOst . . 
practical seem to be environr~ntal and those citing human error • 

. The maj!)rity of disappearances can be attributed to the area's · · · 
unique environmental features. Flrst, the "Devil's Tl"iangle'' is one of 
the tl~o places on earth that a magnetic compass clces po_int towards true· 
north,. Normally it points toward magnetic north. The difference between 

. the tl~o is lm01on as compass variation. ·The amount of variation c..'langes. 
by as much as 20 degrees as_ one ciTCUIIrulvigates the earth. · If this 
compass variation or error is not compensated for, a navigator could· 
find himself far off course and in deep_ trouble. · · . 

An area ealled the "D3vil's Sea" by Jap:mese and Filipino seamen, . 
loeatcd off the east coast of Japan, also exhibitS the same magnetic .. 

. characteristics. · As the ''Bermuda Triangle" it is kl1own for i~ mysteriQU!! 
disappearances •. · . - _ . . . _. 

Another environmental factor is the character of the Gulf Streom. 
It is extremely s1dft and turbulent and· can quickly erase any evidence of ·. 
a disaster. The unpredictable Caribbean-Atlantic \~eathe1· pattern .also . · - . 
plays its rolCl,. Sudden local thunder storms nnd \\ater spouts often spell · 

· disaster for pilots and •;nariners. And finally, the topogl'llphy of the · -
·ocean floor varies from extensive shoals .around. tllc islands to SOI!l(l of· · · -. 
· the deepest marine trt:nchs ·in the world. lnth the interaction of the . 
stong currents over the many reefs the topography is in a state of 
constru1t flw: and development of new na\-igational hazards .is swift. 
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Not to be under csti111:1tcd is the· .hu::::m error f<l!=tor. · A large muiii;.: i· 

·of pleasure boats travel the ~~atc.r5 bctl>ecn Florid.;l's C".old Coast and·· 
. the Bah:mias~ All tOl) often, crossings arc attempted 1~ith too ·sm:tll a: . · 
. boat, insufficient kno1~ledge of the area's hazards, :mel a lack of 
good scmn:mship. · · · . · .· . · · . . . . 

The Coast Guard, in short, is not irnpres~ed with supernatural · 
explanations of disasters at sea. It has been our e::\:pcrience that . · 
the combined forces of nature. a.nd unpredictability oi mankind outtb · 

. even thn most far fetched science· fiction many.times each year.· 
· • sr ,'c:ific case histories and conjectural expl:mations are. available. 

through the fol101#ing sources: . · . · · ·· · 
. ARillSY, "The Spreading Mystery of The Bermuda Triangle," August 1968. 
· 011115 WEEK NAG:\ZINE, "Li:nbo of Lost Ships," Leslie Lichcr,. August 1968 • 

INVISiill.E IDRIZONS: ·TIUJE MYSTEIUES OF TilE SEA, ChiHon Books, Philadelphia 
and Nc•,f York, 1965 
LHIBO OF 'fl!E LOST, Jack .Wallace, 1968 .. . . · 

. . 

ll'e kn01# of no ·maps ·that delineate the boundries of the Bermuda· ··. 
Triangle. H01~cver, there are general area maps available through the 
Distribution Control Department, U.S. Naval Oceanographic Office, . 
Washington, D.C. 20390, Of particular intere!t to students O.f mysterious. 
happenings may be the "Aeromagnetic Charts of the· U.S. Coastal Region," 
H.O. Series 17507, lS .. sheets, $.SO each. Numbers 9 through 15 cover· 
the "Bennuda Triangle." 
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.. The "Bermuda· 1'riengle" 

The ''B~rmud• '.rd.a~ste•: ;11·· ~~ i~agilla~~, ~~~-. oft ~h~ Atlantic . · · 
coast of,~he United States _noted for a.high i~cidance of unexplained:,,·. 
losses .of shi,pa and .aircraft, The ·apexes of the tr.iangle are generally . 
accepted as !~rmuda; Florida and Puerto lico;, , · · 

.• . . . . 

Intere~t in.the '•1Be'nuda Trtans!e"· can be tr~ced to (l) the. . 
ciovar article in. the Augult 1968 Arsoer, "Thli SprucU.ns Myetery cf 
the Bermuda Triangle", (2) the answer to a latter to the editor of·· 
tha January 1969 Playboy, and (3) an article in August 4, 1968 1'h1e 
Week Magazine, "Limbo of Lost Ships"·,· by Lealie Lieber. Also 1 many 
newspapers carried a December 22, 1967 National Geographic Society . 
news release which wae derived largely from Vincemt Gaddie• Invisible 
Horizons: True M ateriea of the Sea (Chilton Boots, Philadelphia and· 
New York, 1965 • Chapter 13, The Triangle of Death", in ~r. Gaddie' 
book, presents the moat comprehensive account of the myateriea of the 
Bermuda Triangle. Gaddis describes nine.of_the more intriguins . 

·.mysteries and provides copious notes and references. Much of the. 
chapter is reprinted from an article by Mt, Gaddis, "The Deadly 
Bermuda Triangle", in the February 1964 Argosy, The article .elicited· 
a large and enthusiastic response fro~ the magazina'a readera, Perhapa: 

·. th~.moat interesting letter, which appeared in ·the May 1964 Argoey's .. 
"Back Talk" section, recounts a mysterious a~d frightening incident. 
in an aircraft flying ~ver the area in 1944. 

Additianal reference• to the "Bermuda 1'rians~e" are listed in 
bibliography formr 

Jack Wallace Spencer, "Limbo of the Lost'' 1968. 

Joe Maggio, Sun Staff. Wri tar, "Mystery Lurk a in the Bermuda Triangle",· 
Miami Beach Sun, June 2.5, 1969 

Paul Brock, "They Sailed into-~blivion", The Lookout, Seamen's Church 
Institute of New York, Vol. 62, No, 3 April 1971, PP• 3, 11 

Andy loaenblatt, Miami Neva leportera, "Devil'• 1'riangle; a new 
victim?" Miami Neva, June 19, 1972 

.... 

lichard Winer, "Bermuda Triangle - UFO Twilight Zone", Saga, Vol. 44, 
No, .5, Auguet 1972, p. 34 

The U. S, Board of Geographic Namea doea not recognize the· 
Bermuda Triangle as an official name and. does not m•intain an offici•l 
file on the area. 
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We know of no mapa clepictins the Beraucla Triansle. _ . However,_ _ 
charta of the area are available fr~ml - Distribution Control Depart
ment, U. S. Naval Oceanosraphic Office, Waahinston, D. c. - 20390. _ 
Of particular interest to· atuclenta· of- mysterious happeninsa may be 
the "Aeromagnetic Charta of u. s. Atlantic Coastal Region", H. 0, 
Series 17507, 15 sheets -(Nos. 9 through 15 cover the Bermuda Triangle 
area), $,50 each. 
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At about 2:10 p;.m, en the attcmoon ct 5 I:::::c::::::r 1945, Flight 1?, 

conaiating ot five 'J.'BM Avenger Torpedo Bombers departed tram tho U, S. 
.• 

Naval Air Station, l·'ort Lauderdnle, Florida, on an authorized ndva:tced 

ove~ter n~vig~ti~1al training .tlight, In charge or the tlight was a 
. I 

senior quali.ticd tl:~ght instructor, piloting one ot tho plan&a, The 

· other planes ware ¢.loted b;y qua~i.tied pilots nith bet\roen 350 and 400 

hours .tlight time o~ 11hich a.t least SS was in TB!~ type aircra!t.. ThD 

weather over tho a~~~ covered b;y the track o.t tho n~vig~tional problem 

consisted o.t scatte:.•od rain showors with a ceilir.g ot 2500 teet within 

the showers P~d ~ited oubside tho sh~srs1 vi~~bility of 6-8 miles 

in the showers; 10-12 otho~n. Surtaco w.lnda ·were 20 knots- with gus~a 

to 31 knot;, Tha s~~ w~s modo~te to rough, ~The g~noral weather con

ditions were consid·::r-1:1d averngo tor trainin_g !lights 'l! this nature 

except vi.thin -ahowors, 

• 

A radio message intercepted at about 4:00 p,a, wee tho_tirst · 

indication that Flight 19 'W'ls lost, This llltlssage, believed to be 

·.between the le~der on Flight -19 nnd Nnother pilot in the snme flight, 
. 

indicated that the planes wure lost and th:!.t tho7 ~~ere exp-::~rionci~ · . . . 

1111\ltunction ot their compcsses, Attempts to eshblish cOI:municl.'.tions 

·.and to' rooeh tho troubled !light wore 1n v:1in. All r:ldio cont~ct was 

lost before tho exact nature o.t thc'troubio or the location ot tho 

flight could be dctc;rr.incd, Indications aro t-11e.t tho night bec:une 

. lost somewhere o:tst or the Florid.'\ p-~ninsul..'\ :1nd w:1s un:lblu to 

dctcrm1.n3 n cours~ to return. to their bneo, Hotrtver,. tho evidence is 

insufthit.nt .to de:tcrr.tinc Ex~ctly wh'\t did heppm, Th.:! tlicht wat1 

--·-;--::--·-------
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never heard rr~ neain· a~d no t'r'1ce or the plmes .round •. It is aosumed 

tMt they c_rashod at sea,· possibl.7 aCter · ruruiing oo..tt of g's; It is 

!mo'l>n th:1t the .tuol •:arricd by tile Bircraft ·would h~ve been completol.7 . 

exhausted by 8:00 p.l!l, · It_ is lllso ·possible that isome unexpected nnd · 
. . 

' '. •. Unforseen devolopmant ot weather. conditions· cay have intervened,although 

there is no evidence ot freak storins in the area. at the time. 

All available f!I.Cilitioe in the iuiJiediate area wore used in 11.11 . . . 

effort to. locate the miss·ing aircrntt and help them return to base. . 
. . . . 

These efforts werG not· successful,.· No trace or· th nircra!t was ever 
. . . . . . 

... 
. . 

. -::-:.. . . . 
-._·.-~ 

I found even thou~rh an extonlllive search' operation \f28 conducted until. . . . . . . . '.·· 

! 
' 

·. -
.the evening or 10 December 1945, when. weo.ther conditions· deteriorated 

. to the poi_nt where turtller ettorts became unduly hazardous, . Sut1'1c1ent 

e.ircrnft snd eurtace vessels were utilized to· satisfectorily cover those 

are!\e in which survivors or Flight 19 could be pneur..ed tci be located, 
. . . . 

One se:!rch aircraft 'W'\S lost during the operction. · A PBM patrol. · 

• plane which was bunched at !lpproxlrrntely 7:30 p;~., 5 December 1~45, 

to senrch !or the missing TBM 1 e~ This aircr!lft was ne~r· seen nor hc:1rd · 

· · from ntter t<1ke-o1't~ Based upon n rop~rt !rom a merch:!.nt ship ott 

Fort Lauderdalo which si~Ylted ll "burst or 1'lal:le, app:.rentl;; explosion,:; 

. · and pass ad. through nn . ou· slick at a time and pbce .whictr mtched ·the · 

presumod locc.tion of the.PBI41 it is believed this aircratt crashod 11t· 

sn and sl'.nk, No tr:1co of tho plane or its crew wa.s ever round, 
• 

.. 
.· .. · Pre~ared by: . 

Office of Informati~, 
u.s,. Navy.Department 
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FACT SHEET FOR USS CYCIDPS .· .. 

uss CYCIDPS, FUel Ship, · Naval OVerseas.' TranspOrtation 
Service, 19,360 tons displacementr built by William camp and 
sons, Philadelphiar contract price $822,5007 building authorized 
by Act of Congress, approved May 13,19087 keel laid JuDe 2, 19097 
launched May 7, 19107 commissioned November 7,19107 length overall. 
542 feet, between perpendiculars 520 feetr breadth 65 feetr. depth · · 
of hold 36 feet, 9 inchesr Enqinesa · Two vertical triple expansionr · 
Boildersa Three double-ended cylindrical, l auxiliaryr Indicated 
horsepower estimated 6.7SOr Generating segsr two 15 kilowatts each, · 
125 volts, General B1ectricr Submarine signal setsr one receiving -· · · · 
set, type ,.J"r designed mean draft 27 feet, 8 inchesr. deadweight 
capacity to designed draftr cargo fuel 10,500 tonsr bunker fuel 
2000 tonsr reserve feed water 100 tons, other weights, total: 
12,900 tonsr draft 29 feet, 9. inchesr maximum bunker capacity 
2,275 tonsr maximum cargo capacity for coal 11,600 tons, with 
maximum cargo capacity for oil, 2,925 tons, with maximum- coal 
1,275 tonsr speed, loaded, 14.61 knots. · 

Prior to the CYCIDPS being aSsigned to the Naval 
Overseas Transportation Service, she was operating with the 

. Train of the Atlantic Fleet basing at Hampton Roads, Va. On Januar.y 
9, 1918, she was detached from this duty and assigned to the, 
Naval Overseas 'l'rahsportation Service. At this time, she was. 
at Hampton Roads loading a cargo of 9,960 tons of coal• At 

·.completion of loadtng she sailed for Bahia, Brazil, arriving 
there January 22nd. She discharged her cargo and sailed on . 
January· 25th for Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, arriving there on the · 
28th.· There she loaded a commercial cargo of 10,800 tons of.· 
manganese ore and sailed on February 16th, via the Barbadoes;_£or: 
Baltimore; Md., where she was due March 13th. She arrived at the. 
Barbadoes March 3, 1918 for coal and left on March 4th. Since 
her departure there has been no trace of the vessel. · The 
disappearance of this ship has been one of the most baffling 
mysteries in the annals ·&f. the Navy, all attempts to locate her · 
having been proved unsuccessful. Many theories have been advanced, 
but none that satisfactorily accounts- for her disappearance. · 

. There were no enemy submarines in the Western Atlantic at the 
time, and in December 1918. every effort was made to obtain infor
mation from German sources regarding the disappearance of the· 
vessel. Information was requested from all attaches in Europe 

· with the restult that it is definite that neither .German U-boats · 
. nor German mines came · into the qUestion. The· only German · 
information regarding the loss of the CYCt.oPS was· that: 
emanating from American sources· which stated ·that the ship . . 
left the Barbadoes in March 1918 and has not been heard of since. 

There have been many stories. circulated giving. supposed .. 
clues to tho! loss of CYCIDPS but. all. have failed of confirmation·• · 

.. : 

_____ , _____ .... , .. ______ _ ----------· 



' . 

r ,. 
f 
' 
I 

f· 

? 
I 

• 
Lives l.ost on the uss CYCIDPS and declared dead· as of JUne H,l9l8a 

Naval· officers of the vessel . 
NavaL enlisted men of the.crew 
Naval officers carried as.passenqers 
Naval enlisted men carried .as passenqers 
u.s. Marines carried as passenqers 

· u.s. Consul at Rio de Janeiro carried· 
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M aybe not, but let'a try, Popular -11- ol the. 
. siOry ol tho LOll Patrol ·sud! u. tho. precedln1 · 

tale bear strilcin1 resemblances 10 OM another, so much· 
so that, because o1 re-occurrlna pauaaes In all of them, · 

. one is led 10 believe that a certain amount of liorrowlns· 
and embellilhin1 from a sinsfo source hu been pu
formed over the 28 yean sineo the incident oc:curred. 
And .let us say now that this article is not a dehunlcina 
piece, but simpl)l a perusal o1 an Incident that hu srown 
to the stature of a myth - a lepnd that bep to be 
more expertly examined. · 

The followins account is bued. oa thit oftlciAl Bovd 
of Inquiry repon concerning tho disappearance ol 
Flight 19 and PBM·'· Buno 59225. The record consista · · 
of testimony of individuais, expert opinions and lop 
of the numerous radio transmiuioDL 

To begin with, d~e · 
Lost Patrol wu 
Dot a patrol at all 
It wu an over
water naviptlon 
trainina hop com- . · 
pallid of. an In
structor,. 4 Naval 
Aviators unde~. 
lnaVTB-typead
vaDced trainiDJ · 
·aad nine enlisted 
ailuewmen who, 

. with the exceptioo of"one, were all undergoinJ advanced 

It ... the ·~ ftnt ,...;. 08 thll ~ 
syliabul bop. He had only ..-Jy arrived from NAS 
Mlamt (whorl he had also been a V1'll-lyfl' insliiKIOf). 
But to· the a.,:Uously walttns studenll, It wu the thil":! 
aod final naviptlonal problem. The previoua two had 
been in the same seneral area and now they were analous . 
to completathe phase. . · . · 

At lut the. brieftna bepn. The weather for the an: a 
ol the problem wu described u "favorable. • In the 
words ol the traiDinJ duty oftlcer who attended the .. 
brieftnc. "Tho aerofosist aenda 111 a repon in the mom-

. lnJ. If weather conditions are unfavorable, ho will 
infonn 111 ••• and tell us about the condilloo. In the 
abseoce of any funher informatioa, I considered ·the 
weather favorable." Thla estimate wu later confirmed 

. by another TBM trainins flight performinJ the same . 
· problem an hour earlier than Pllaht 19: weather favor-·· 
able, sea state. moderato to rough. . 

· · At 14io the fliSttt wu in the 8ir, led by oae Of the 
1"\. students.· The instructor, whose call sign wu Pox· 
Tare Two Eight (FT-28), flew the rear, in a traclclna 
posidoo. ETA wu 1723 and the TBMa had enouJh 
fuel 10 remain aloft for ftve to n¥Hnd-a-hilf houn. 
Hena and Chlekens Shoall, cammonly caUed Chiclc111· 
Rocb, the point at whieh they would CODduct low level 

. bombinc. wu only 56 mila away. U they cruised at I SO . 
mph, they would arrhe at· tho Rocb in about 20 min
utes or so. Thirty minute. for ·bambini and thea c:oo

.. lin,. on the. final 67 miles of the first leg. · 
At Fon Laudeidate. the cower piclced up convenatiaa · 

·. from Plight 19: "I've aot one more bomb." WOo ahead. 
and drop it" wu the JCSponse. A llshiDg boat captain ·· 
worlcing near the target area remembers secins three or . 
four airplan~ flyina east at approximately I 500. . 

combat ain:rew trainin& in VTB-type aircraft. The in
structor wu a combat veteno with 2509.3 houn ol . 
flying time; most of it in 'type, while his students had 
approximately 300 hours each, about 60 in the· ·TBMI 
TBP. With the exceptioD oi the inatructor, hardly a 

l · · ... "highly experienced" .lot. 

.) 
·• 
' ' ! 

\ . 

Tho fli;ht wu entitled Navlptlon Problem No. I 
which ran u follows: (I) depart NAS Pan Lauderdale 
26 desrees 03 minutes nonh and so desrees 07 minutes 
west and fly 091 dearees distance 56 miles to Hens and 
Chiclcena Shoals to conduct ·low level bombiDI and, 
after bombins. continue On coune 091 for 67 miles; 
(2) fly course 346 desrees for 73 miles and (3) 1ly 
coune 241 desrees for a distance of 120 miles, retum
inJtO NAS Fon Lauderdale. In short, a triangular route 
with a .brief stop for some slide bombiDI praetice on 
the first rea out. . . 

Prior to the hop, tho five Av1n,.,-. were lhorouahJy 
preflighted. All survival SQI' wu intad, fueltanb were 

· full, illltnimenta were checlced - but . one ineclwaic 
i:ommented that none of the aircraft had a clock. Of. · · 
the 24-hoilr variety, clocb normally installed aboard 
aircraft were highly prized by souvenir hunters. Besides, :. · 
everyone had his own personal wristwatch - or did he? 

Inside the training office, the .students of Plight 19 .'· 
waited for t.heir brieflns; they we,;e soina to be late -
takeoff time wu set for 1345 and the Instructor hadn't 
shown up. At IllS . ho arrived and uked the aviation 
trainina duty officer 10 find another instruetor to tate 
his place. Oivina DO reason, hO stated simply that he did 
not want 10 take this one ouL His request wu denied~ 
he wu told that no relief was available. 
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·LOST PATROL 
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'1 don't know 
how to get ·to 

·<Fort Lauderdale.' -. 

tl. 

.. ~n1 that the flllht 11ew the ~ of ihe lim 111 · . I 
· :!~~~~ ca~ C::~~~::t = ':::: ,': ·.· · ·. . 

· .FT-74, the ~e~~ior fti&ht instructor at Fort Lauduilale. · 
wu Joininl up bil ~q~~~~dron around the field when be .. 
beard wbat be usumed wen either some boata or air-. 
craft Ia distrea. . "One man wu trmsmitthls on 4805 · · 
to 'Powera' [tbe name ot one of tbe atudenta)." 1be 

. voice uked · Powera what bil compua read a number of· 
. tlmea and ftnaUy Powen said, "I don't. kn- wbenr· we• · · 

are. We must have got lost after that lut tunL" · 
Upon hearina this, the senior flight instructor · Jn;. 

fonned Fort Lauderdale that either a boat or -· 
planea were !oat. He then called, "Thil II FT·74. plane 

. or boat calllna 'Powera' please identify youraelf 10 some;..· 
one can help you." No respcmse but, a few momenta · 
later, tbe voice came on again ukina the othera if there .... 
were any "suggestiona." FT-74 tried again and the voic:e· 
wu identified u FT-28. "FT-28, thia i1 FT·74, what i1 
your troubler "Both my compusea 11111 out and• I am . 
tryin1 to lind Fort Lauderdale, FIL .I am over land but 
it's broken. I am sure I'm in the Keys but I don't lc-· 
hoW far down and I don't lc- how io pt to Fort · 
Lauderdale. .. 

The Keys? Both cOmpaaei Olit? FT-74 [lllllid,and . 
· then told FT-28 to".· •• put the IUD oa your port:. 
wins if you are in tbe Keys and fly up the cout until : · · ·1 

. you pt. to Miami. Fort Lauderdlle il 20 miJea,furtber;· .. ,j 
· your ftm port after Miuni. The alr station il direcdy · 

on your left from !he port.~ But Fr·28 should< flaw· ·, 
known if he wu actually over the Keya; be had 11-·in 

· that area for m montha while ltltioned at ·Miamio- He" 
. sounded nttled, I:Onfused. . . 

"What ii your present altitude? I will fly aoutb and 
meet .you." FT-28 replied, "I knOw where I· am· now. 

· I'm at 2300 feeL Don't come after me.~ . . . . 
But .fT-74 wu not convinced. ."Ropr, youw·d 

2300. I'm comins to meet you anyhoW." Minutea• later,- · 
. FT-28 called apin: "We have just passed over. a small. . . ·. · 
· · illand. We have no other land in sight" H- could.he 

have run out of ialaadl?. How could he llave milled• the 
Florida peninaula if be wu in tbo Keys? FT-74 -' - · · 
beginnin1. to llave aerious . doubts. 

FT-28 came back on the air. "Can you have· Miami 
or someone tum on their· radar ·sear and piCk. ill up? 
We don't aeem to be gettin1 far. We were out on a 

. . 

· navlsation hop and on tha second· le1 I thouabt they · · · · 
. were soin1 wronJ, 10 I took over and wu flyin1 them · : 

· · back to the ript position. But I'm sure, now, that neither · . 
OJW of my compusea il worklnJ," FT·74 replied: "You· ' 
can't expect to get here in ten mlnutea. You h&\18 a 30 
to 35-knot head or crosswind. Tum on your emersenc:Y · 
IFF 1ear, or do you have it on?" FT·28 replied that be· 
ciid Dot.. . . 

At 1626 Air-Sea Rescue Tuk Unit Four at Fort· 
Eversladea lieard FT-28: "I atn at angels 3.5. Have on 
emersency IFF. Does anyone In the area have a ndar 
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tcreetl that could pick 1a upr ASRni-4 llDpnd·and, 
not havina directlon-ftndlna aev, contiCted Fort Laud-· 
erdlle, who replied that they would notify NAS Miami . · 
and ask the other statiolll to atiempt to pick up the lost 
flisht 011 radar or with dlrectioa linden. In all, more 
than 20 land facilities were contacted to usilt in the 
Jocati011 of Fliaht 1!1. Merehant ships in the area were · . · 
asked to be 011 the alert and aeverat Cout Guard vessels 
were told to prepare to put to -. But there were delayt. 
Teletype communication with .vera! locations wu out 
and radio ftxcl were hampered by atatlc and Interference 
from Cuban broadcalt st•tima. 

At 1628, ASRTU-4 called FT-28 and 1uaaested that· 
anothct plane in the ftight with a aooc1 compau take 
over tha lead. FT-28 llDaered but, from fnamentary 
messages between the ftlght leader u.d the studenll 
concernina their estimated position and headlnp, it : 
appean that no other plane took the lead at Ibis time. 

Meanwhile, FT-74 wu bavina his own problema 
maintalniDa .contaet wi1h the lost ftlaht. •vour tnne

. misaioaa are fadinl- Sometblna Ia wrona. What Ia your 
altitudeT' From far away, FT-28 called, "I'm at 4500 
feet." At this point FT-74'1 tnllllllitter - out and 
he had no power to continue on the c:ammon frequency 
with the Joat A v•n~n-

Aecordin& to the aenlor inatructor'a later tatlmony, . 
• •.• u bia lnlllllliuiona were fadinlo be must have 
been SOinl a-y north u I headed aouth. ••• I believe 
at the time. of his 11m tnnamission, he was either 011er 
the Biminia or Bahamas. I wu about 40 miles aoutb 
of Fort Lauderdale and couldn't bear him any lonaer." 

Did be remember any more? Yea, he rec:alled that at 
1600, FT-28 had reported that he bad a vi1ibillty of· : 
I 0 to 12 mllea. FT-74 further stated that while ftyini 
offshore at the time, he bad observed a very rouah sea . 
covered with white caps and atreamen. (Tha aurface· · 
wlnd1 were westerly, about 22 knoll, and visibility wu 
very aood In all dlrectlona uapt· directly west.) 

Upon returniq to Fort Lauderdale, FT-74 - tci. · 
operatiolll and related u much u he could reo, 

member ot the convenatlona with FT-21 to the duty 
ofllcer and requested permialon to take the duty ain:nft 
out to aean:b for the ftlaht. Rccelvinl no anawer, the 
pilot then made the aame leq- to the ftlabt ofllcer 
who replied, "Very definitely, no.• 

The ftlabt olllcer had. been· notified of Flllht 1!1'1 
. difllculty at 1630 by the duty oiBcer. •I bNnediately -t 

into operatlonl and leamcd that the ftl&bt leader thought 
he wu alona the Florida Xeyt. I then teamed that his 
11m transmissi011 revealina tbal be wu lost had occurred . 
around 1600. I knew by Ibis that the leader could not . · 
pouibly have aone 011 mOlD than one lq ot hla navip
lion problem and llill gotten back to the Keys by 1600 • 
• • • I noti8ed ASRTU-4 to 1natruct FT-28 to fty 270 
depea and aJao to fly towarda the sun." (This wu 
atendard procedure for loat planes In the area and wu . 
drummed into allltudcatl.) 
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At 1!127, PBM~s. Buno 5!122J, wu alrborDI fram .ww·'""' ~- heldlnp lwl "- ftowa. ,__iN. 
Banana River wi!lllllree aviaton aboard and a crew of only iome of the quatlona which can __. be fuDy · · 
ten. At 1930, the aircraft radioed an "out" repon to its · answenod. · · 

. bome bare and wu 1101 beard from apia. . . . Bilt aome baw been. . 
CruWna o1f the c:out of Florida, the tanker s.s. We noW -blow 111at PT-28 root tile lad •••••'"•"·· 

Gtd~~n Mil& wa sailin8 through the dark nisht when after the turn nonb on tbe aecond lei. tblnkin811lat bla . · 
il sent tbe followini"**&JIIo "At 1950, ohaerved a bunt atudenllwere on a wrona beacrm .. We blow that Pl'•%8 . 
of flames, apparently an uploslcin, teapina llama too .would nor awltch. to. the cmerpncy radio frequencp f« 
feet hlsh and bumina for ten minutes. Position 28 de- ·fear of losina contact wltb bla ftlabt,· We allo· know•. 
pea 59 minura north, 80 dqrea 25 minuta wat. . tbat thert were lli'ODI dllrerenca of opinloa betnen· 
At present, pauina through a bil pool of oil. Stopped, the' lnatructor and the llllldenta about where tfley -· 

· circled ar.:a 111ing searchlights, lookinl for survivon. · ~ inatrucror, famUlar with ·the Florida X.,.,· with 
None found." Her caplain later condrmed tbat ho saw a both compaaa our and with evidently no ..,..P' of 
plane catch fire and immediately crub, explodinl upon . lime, could very well baw millaken tho caya. of llw 
tbe sea. nOrtbern Babamaa for llw Keya and the water .beJond.· 

A message from USS Solomou (CVE~7), which for the Oulf of Mexico. . · · 
wu participating in tho -.reb, later conJJnned both llw ·. Bur the IIUdellts, bavinl. ilown· llw area before, ap-
mercbantmaa'l report and the fears of many ai Banana · . peared to know exactly where tbCJ were- and II wu· 

·.\ 

River. "'ur air search radar showed a plane alter lake- IIDt tho Keya or the Ou!L Tbe lead paued beet· llld . . 
off from Banana River Jut night joinin8 with aaothor· , fonh between PT·28 and a IIUdeDt, and land - -
plane, • rhea separatins and pi"'Ceedlns on coune 045. ·: leacllecl a tbe ftlght zipaBied tluOup the area· -rll . · ... 
desrea at exact tiate S.S. Gtd11n Mil& lilhted Ranta of tho B•h•m" . . ' 
and In exact spot tbe abaft plane disappeared from tho Toward the -.-llw .low ceilin1 ind daytime·lllll ml!e- ·· :. 

• radar ICRCil and never reappanod. • No Wreckage -- · vilibiUty were replacied by rain aqua1ll, turbulence· imd. 
sighted and accordinl to witneaaea there wu little likeli- tho clartneu of winter nishL Terriftc winda --
hood that any could have been recovered due tci a very ·· C:ountCrecl and tho once tranquU sea ran rouP. 1'he)' :j' 
roush sea. The next day, water aamplea, taken In tho · · would "fty rawudt shore, • the better to be reaculd.. 
area, deveiopeil an oily 111m. Tho area wu not bUoyed Whether it wu llw Al1antie or Oulf Cout-. tbat• tbCJ ·. · · f 
due to the heavy seu nor were diving or salvage opera- .. · : thoushl llwy were tlyina toWard- can never be knowa.. · · ; . 

. ~na ever conducted. Tho deplb of tbe water wu 71 · Valiaisdy tryia1to keep bla tlisht to~-~'!'!,'-hla"' ·· •· .J 
.eet and tho lire wu close to tho Oulf Slream. · of most diftlc:ult ftyins conclitiou, tho 1-. _, "· · • ; · 

Durin1 the Bnard'l examination of tbe disatiPeuance · · plan: When any aln:raft 101 down to IIIII· plloB• of · '· 
of the PBM, several witoaaa were questioned concern- · fuel, tbey would_ all ditch together. When tbat fateful 
inJ au fumes and amokinl resuiation~o which were point wu reached, we can only imagine the feellap of 
reportedly well posted and rigidly enforced aboud all the 14 mea of Flilht 19 u they descended· throush the 
PBML Although the Board's repon is not a verbatim.. dark toward a foantinlo rosins sea and oblivion. · 

. record and no acc:uutiona were made, there seems to Former TBM pilots lllat we questioned lllllftD'-IIw 
be ennugh inference present to cause one to IIUipecl that . oPinion lllat an Av•nll" attemptlns to ditch at niJht in 
tho Board wu aware of -tho PBM's nickname, "tho : a heavy sea would almnat cenainly not aurviw the cnah;. 

. tlyins au tank." · And tbia, ,.,. feel, wu tho cue with Fllsht 19, the Loato 

. · what foUowed is -dally what baS been ~ned ... 
by 10 many othen: llw dayo of fruitlea search- · 

iDI which revealed numeraua older wrecka but not 10 
much .u a scrap of wreckap from either tho TBMa or 
the PBM. The fate of tho latter seems con1lrmecl-- an 
inllisht lire of unknown origin and subsequent crash/ 
explosioa. The former'a disappe111'811ce stiU boa the aura 

PatroL Tbe aircraft mnat probably broke up on impact. · .. 
and those crewmen who misht bave survived the aula·· . 
would not bave luted lon1 in cool water wt..' the · 
comfon index wu lowered by tbe lli'ODI winch. Thll· 

· of myatery, however. · 
Why did PT ·28 not want to 10 on the IIIJht; what 

wu his stare of mind? HOI1f could both hil comfiUICI' 
· bave gone out? Did he have a watch? One suspects be 
did not, u he repeatedly uked tho other flight members · 

• !be leCOIId PBM 

,. 
• I -----··• ., • --. 

·, . 
• 

· ·. laat element, wbUo only an educated suea.- aeema to 
aadafy thlutranp and famoua·udlsappearanc:e. • . · 

. On other matten, then have been equaDy llraDII· 
IIPPIIWIIIICII- of aightinp- by experienced· Naval 
A via ton. And tbo reuona for th•m have not yet beta 
adequately explained. For the curio111, e:umplea are 
provided on the foilowin1 pages. 
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Clffllll _,.,, Md· peuettglra Olf · -cerly CGCMf. ior N~.- . 
., RID (C.UJ experleiiCfltl •· d,.. gfOUIItlspeed ~ knots. T.l!r~ end • 

· met/c UFO sighting In the pre-d8Wn· hsN hours out of lcelane, .nldpolnt . 
hours of • North Atlantic flight In · In the flight, they peaaod over • 
the eerly t9so .. Detsl/1 of the In- ·.weather ship on station off the coset 
tereatlng occurrence, •• told aome. ol Greenland. The ship reported 
ye11a later by the pilot, U. "8, • are norms/ conditions; · 
excerpted here through the cooper• 
tlon ol the NetloneJ lnveetlgetlona · The aii'CI'Ift we1 on iutopllot. · 
CommlttH on Aerie/ Phenomene LCdr. K. and myaelf were on 
{N/CAPJ. · conatant watch for other 1lnnft.l 
At the time of the event, U. B. wes · observed a yellow glow In ma 
30 ye11s old, experienced In both distance about 30 to 35 mil as 8WIIy, · 
North end South Atlentlc flight, with · at about the one o'cloek position lftd. 
qu•llffcetlona In U typee of III'Cielt._ below the horizon. My Impression·· · 

wu that there wa1 1 am1ll.clty 
lhaad, beceuae It wu the aama 

•,, I 

i 
1-. glow you get from 1 group of llghte 

on the IIUI'face before you get cloae • 
enough to pick them out lndlvldu1lly. · 

"Knowing that our couree took. f · 
ua peat the tip of Greenland, my . , 
first thought wu thet we hadn't . . . . : 

The weetlrer W81 ftJice//ent. The yet reached It, that we were behind moan hed set but v/alb/1/ty wa.gqod.. schedule and had drifted north, but . 
Lt. B. snd the pi- commender.. ·remembering that we had puaed 
LCdr. K~ who wee In the copilot.'• over the waathar ahlp,l realized thla 
aeet, could. make out the _,zon · . wa1 not the cue. I celled K.'s · 
clearly. . attention to the glow end ulced him 
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other. on boatrl 111 passengers. The lind. I uked our navigator to check · · . 
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we were on flight plan and on course. 
"The lights were farther away 

than we thought because it took us 
eight to ten minutes to get close 
enough to where the lights had a 
pattern (our ground speed was over 
three miles per minute). about 15 
or 18 miles away. ilt that time. due 
to the circular pattern of lights. I 
got the impression that possibly two 
ships were tied up together and that 
lights were strung between them 
for either transferring cargo from 
one to the other or that one was in 
some kind of trouble. 

"I asked the navigator to check 
his ship plot. He replied that there 
were no ships plotted in this area 
and that we were not close to the 
shipping lanes anyway. The radio
man also went on the air to the 
weather ship, which verified that 
there were no ships in the area. 

"Since it was time for Lt. J.'s crew 
to relieve us. I had the plane captain 
awaken them. When Lt. J. and Lt. M. 
came up forward, I pointed the lights 
out to them. Their only comment 
was that it had to be a ship because 
it was on the water and we were 
overtaking it fast. By this time, we 
were five to seven miles away; it 
was about 30 degrees to our right: 
and we had to look down at about a 
45-degree angle. The lights had a 
definite circular pattern and were 
bright white. 

"Suddenly, the lights went out. 
There appeared a yellow halo on the 
water.lt turned to orange, to a fiery 
red, and then started moving toward 
as at a fantastic speed. turning to a 
bluish red around the perimeter. 
Due to its high speed. its direction 
of travel and its size. it looked as 
though we were going to be 
engulfed. I quickly disengaged the 
autopilot and stood by to push the 
nose of the plane over in hopes that 
we could pass under it because of 
the angle at which it was ascending. 
The relief crew was standing behind 
us: everyone began ducking and a 
few heads were hit on objects. 

"It stopped its movement toward 
us and began moving along with us 
about 45 degrees off the bow to the 
right. about 100 feet or so below us 
and about 200 to 300 feet in front of 
us. It was not in a level position: it 
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was tilted about 25 degrees. 
"It stayed in this position for a 

minute or so. It appeared to be from 
200 to 300 feet in diameter, 
translucent or metallic, shaped like 
a saucer. A purple-red glow around 
the perimeter was the same type of 
glow you get around the commutator 
of an auto generator when you 
observe it at night. 

"When the object moved away 
from us, it made no turns, as though 
it was backing up about 170 degrees 
from the direction from which it 
approached us. and was still tilted. 
It was only a few seconds before it 
was out of sight. (Speed estimated 
in excess of 1,500 mph.) 

"All of our cameras were within 
reach. but no one was calm enough 
to think about taking a picture. Most 
of us were wondering what it was. 
Our impression was that this was a 
controlled craft. It had been either 
hovering over the water or sitting 
on it; then it detected us and came 
up to investigate. 

"After Lt. J.'s crew had taken 
over. I procccded aft and learned 
that most of the passengers had 
observed the same thing. Since I 
was unable to identify the object. I 
asked Dr. M ., a commander in the 
Medical Corps, if he had observed 
the object. He replied that he had 
and that he did not look further 
because it was a flying saucer and 
he did not believe in such things. I 
immediately returned to the cockpit 
and informed the crew to keep quiet 
about what we observed because it 
might have been our first sighting 
of a flying saucer (during those 
years when you mentioned you had 
such a sighting, you were believed 
to be crazy). Lt. J. informed me that 
it was too late because he had called 
Gander Airfield in Newfoundland to 
see if the object could be tracked 
by radar. 

"When we landed we were met 
by intelligence officers. It was 
obvious that there had been many 
sightings in the same area .... 
Subsequently, when we arrived in 
the United States. we had to make 
a full report and I found out a few 
months later than Gander radar did 
track the object in excess of 
1,800 mph." 
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By Howard LRosenberg 
During the put ceDt11rJ liiiiN dwa SO 'ihlpe and 20 . U the p~ W. Oyin1 through a m.laetJe llann. all 

aircraft sailed into obUvioa in the area lmowa u the· _.,._ eoald poaibly maHunc:tfon. Aetually, 11!311'1 
Devil'• Triangle, Bermuda Triaqle, Hoodoo Sea. or a lmowledp of lllqDRism ia limited. .We bow hoW ~ li•e 
host of other nama. · with It and eiCape It by going Into apece, but, we rnily 

Exac:tfy what happened to the lbipl ~d ain:raft II n~. . · don't know what exac:tfy it is. . . . . . . . 
known. Most disappeared without a trace. Fn. en- · AI for the pilota' experience, Flight 19. wiul a trelnlrig 
call• and little, if any, debria 1ignaled their · . flight. Though advanced, it wu lti11 training. Evm the . 
disappearance. . -mM& Hexperieneed" pilotl make miatalcee. 

Size of the triangle ia dictated by whoever happe111.to McDannel concladel hia article with the ... _, 
be writing about it, ud COIIIeqlleDdy what lhlpe and the . HFormer TBM piloll that. we questioned e&jd-· the. : 
number lost dependllargely 011 which article you read. ·opinion that:the crew of an Avenger attempting to dit.o:h. 

Vincent Gaddia. credited with puttiDg the triangle "oa at night .in a heavy sea would alm01t certaiDly DOt 
the map" in a 1964 Arpy featunt, deecribed the . aurviw the crab. And thla, we feel waa the cue »ilh 

. triangle a1 extending from Florida to Bermuda, Flight 19. The aircraft most probably broke ''" "" 
southwest to Puerto Rico and back to Florida through ·impact aDd thoae crewmen who might have mrvlveci the 

·the Bahama. Another author pata the apesa of the · cruh would nOt have b.-long in cool.water." 
triangle 10~here in Vqinia. on the wellerll co.- of · .. The PBM Mariner wu iPecifically dnipe,i. u a 
Bermuda and around Cuba, ·Dominican Republic and . · · rncue plane with the ahDity to remain aloft for 24 hoan. 
Puerto Rico. Sizel of the areu dncrlbed range from But, the Marlnen allo were nicknamed "Dying· pai. 
500,000 to 1.5 million aqtWII mil& tanb" by thou who new them. It wu C01mD1m !::r a · .. 

Whatever the size or·mape, there supposedly Ia IIDID8 pilot to aean:h the crew mcmbera before each fl!;l:: for 
inexplicable force withiu it that cawsealhlpe aDd pianea' m••cbea or cigarette lighten becaUM gu fumea, ~WI 
to vanilb. were present. After t.hb Mariner diseppeared, Na\j' ~oon · 

According to Richard Winer, who receatly completed · poWuled all othen.. . 
a TV fDm cloeumeatary oa the area,. one "expert" he Another illy1terloua dl18ppeuance that baffllta,· · ; 
interviewed claim• the miasing lbipe and planel are atill . reaean:hen il that of the SS Marine Sulphur Queea. . · · 
there, only in a diflerent dimenaion u a result of a · Bound for Norfolk, Va. from Beaumont, Teua,. the·· 
magnetic phenomeDOD that eoald have been 1111 up by a . tanker waa laet heard· from on Feb. 3, 1963 · 
UFO tUnidentified Flying Objectl. . when she roudnely radioed JW position. The m IJ'I' 

Winer ia currently writing a book oa the IUbject ·BIId . · placed her near Key W eat In the Florida Strait&.. 
has traveled m011 of the area in bil AilboaL He conf- Three dafl later, Cout Guard selll!=hen fouud. a 
he "never AW anything untwW." 10liiary life jacket bobbing In a calm - 40 nilleaw 

Winer'• TV program dealt moatly wllh the ltrange. iouthweat of the tanbr'a 1111& laiown polltlon. Nr. ut.'ier 
disappearance in 1945 of live Navy TBMAvencen with lfgu of the mlulng tanker or her 39-man c:rew hu ever·· 
14 n!en who new from Ft. lAuderdale Into the triangle . beeu found. . . 
never to return. A PBM Marmer with a 13-man c:rew . The a......_ of bodin might be explained hy the feet 
wu eent oat to sean:b for the fUen. It too. - that the water~ are Infested with aharb and barracuda.. 

·. returned. · AI for the tanker, ihe Wl!l carrying 15,000 loag toa1 of . 
Few have really dq into all the upecta of thla. · · mohea 1ulphur ixmteined In four metal tanka, each 

myalerf, but many are conteat to attribute the lou of · heated to 275 degreea Fahrenheit by a network of caill. 
Flight 19 to some myoterioiu10uree,lib UFO.. Michael · conueeted to two boilers. · 
McDannel did do some digging. In an article he wrote : . . . No c:ine Jmow. for sure whether ihe blew up, but it Ia a . 
for the June 1973 edition of Naval Aviatioa Newt he · poaibUity. U gu escaped from the tanka and poisoned 
suggested the moot realiade 8DIW8l' to the lou of Flight the creW, the radio officer may have not had time to oend 
19 was simply, that after becoming !oat. &hey ran out of a distreu call before being overcome. The slightest apark 

· gas. Many question· that poaibllity by uking, "How could have 1111 the leaking sulphur af"ue in an instanL 
couldauchexperiencedpilotagetiOI&? Howcouldallthe Writing in the Seamen's Church Institute of !'lew 
compasaeo be wronc?" York'a magexine,. The Lookout, Paul Brock said -that 
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otran oa a H~uru fi.c bauua boat"~ to the draiPd It to the bee•·~·. ~ ~·wu that abe 
Cout Guard that their freighter ran Iota a '~troD~ odor' ship mddenly turned turtle in a freak 1tmm, trappfai all · · 
15 mnes oH Cape San ADtoaia, the westena tip ol Cuba. . handiiDalde. . · 
just before dawn oa February 3. The odor wu 'acrid' "... Fifty yean lat., aowllltPaui Galllcouea the Idea • 
• Brack apeeulata that they could have ~~~~elled the . the per for a Dovel called The PoaeidM Ad~ which 
fumes comm, from the Sulphur Queen "noaan, . wu made into a aacceuful movie in 197:L · 
10mewhere over the horboa, her c:rew dead and her. · Cyclo~ wu ualped to the Naval Ovenna'~ 
cargo blazing.". portat1oa Serville", which became the Naval Tr&lllpCII'" · 

According to Brock,· T·2 tanken like the Sulphur tatloa Service, which merpd with the Army Transport . 
Queen had .a . history ol battle failure. He aaid that Service to become the Milltary Sea Tranaportatlon 
"durinc the precediq I I yean, three· T-2a had split in. Service and thea .Military Sealift Commaud. WMa abe 
half." Brock aliO cites a cue in December 1954 whea a · siU1ed alia wuloaded with 10.800 10M ol m•np- a are 
..inverted Navy ISl', the Southern District. wu bound for Baltimore from Barbadee in the West IDdle-.. . 
heading up the North Carolina· coaatline when she·· Information obtained from Germany following World· 
disappeared without a trace or dlatreu calL Her eargo . War I disproved the noticia that enemy t,J-boata or mins 
wu powdered sulphur. · ' saak the Cyelopa. None were Ia the BreL · · . 

One ol the most celebrated atoria ol Devifa Triangle . · Another atory coneeraa the loai .ol . the naelear · 
victims, is that ol USS Cyelo~ which disapPeared Ia · · IUhmarlae USS Seorpioa in the Devil'a Triuigle. It Ia . 
March ol 1918. · . impo~~ib1e to stretch evea the farthest fiung regioa ol the 

In his tel.evilion p&ogram, Richard Wlaer ladleated ·. · triangle to include the poeitloa of the lott aub. · 
the captain ol the Cyclo~ wu rather eeeeatrie. He wu Truth ia, Seorploa wu found by the MSC -

. reputedly fond of paelag the 11\l&flerdeck wearing a hat. · Otraphlc alilp USNS Mizar about 400 miles -thwest Of 
a cane and hla underwear; Prior to the Cyelop~ · the Azores, nowhere near the Devil'a Triangle. Ita lou 
disappearance there wu a minor mutlay by 101118 · wu auributed to meehaalcal failure, aot aoaie ct-la 
memben ol the eiew which wu promptly eqaelched by . denlzeu ol the deep. . · 
the captain and the. perpetraton were aent below . Ia .. · There are Uterially thoiuandi ol cues of kilt shiJII ner . · 
irona. None ol this really oUen a clue to what happened ,· ainee prin)itlve man dug a canoe out ol the trunk ola tree 
to the collier Cyclops, but It suggeata 10mething other and aet It Ia the water. Why all this emphula oa the 
than a mysterioua force might have led to her doom. . · Devll'a Triangle? It'• difficult to say. · : 

According to Marshalt Smith writlag Ia ~ It would seem that, hlatorleally, whenever man wu 
politan, September 1973; "theories ranged from mutiny · · unable to explain the nature of the Wo..ld around him, 
at sea to a bolter explosion which carried away the radio the problem he faced were said to be cauaed by ·aoda. 

· shack and prevented any dlstreu call." One maguine, · demoaa, moaaten and more reeendy, utra-terreatrial · 
Literary Digest, speculated that a giant octopus roee lavadera. . . . . . 
from the aea, entwined the ship with Ita tentaelea and · Before Columbua aet a&u and found the Amerlcaa. It 
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Wll believed that the world wallat aad ii JOII aalled tao Suitland; Md.; ..... "Yo~ ;;.a-up with liuiidndt of 
far weat, you would fall off the edge. That rean!lnr pouibilitlea aad elaborate oa all of them aud thea come 
prevail& coacemlq the Devil'a Trlugle. Slace not . up with hUDdreda men to dlapute the or!glaaloaa~ · 

· . enough scientific reaean:h hu beea done to aplala the . · "lt'i ali atatiidcal, ".he llld. "there'• nothlag magleal~ • 
phenomenon auociated with the area, imqmatlon taka · . about it." Accordfnr to Quinton, the li-nda Trfii!Wie . : · 

. ove. UFOa, mystical raya from the sun· to the loat n Ia 110toriowl for aapredfetable weather. The onJr · 
Continent of Atlantis,. giant aea monaten and aupero : • thlap neceaary for a ·· atorm to become a violeiit · 
natural belap are linked to the. myaterfOua diaappearo ... harricsne are apeed, fetch I the area the wind blowa overl 
ances Ia the triangle. · aud time. U the 11re11 ia large -ugh, a thwwleutaun ean.· 

To someone unprepared to tab on the iiumeaee work · whip lato 1 hurricane of tremeDdoua latelllity •. But 
of scientifiC raeareh, supernatural pheoomenoa mala! · ' hurricailea can uaually be apatted bJ metearolacisla~ 
for an euy answer. But, it ia am .. inr bow many mpero ·.. ...iq aatellite lllm!illance. It Ia the 1111111, violent· · 
natural thinp become natural when acientifieally · · thandentorma lmowa 11 nieso-meceorological ltonD8 
inveatigated. · .. that they can't predict alDce they are outside of IICirDial 

There are a number of natural fDI'IlM at work'la the · weather patterna. TheM are tornadoea, thundentarma 
area known u the Devil'a Triangle, any of which could, · · and immature tropical cycl-
if the conditlona were right, brlq down a plene or.~ a · .. They can occur at aea with little Wll'llfar,, ad 
ship. · diuipate completely before they reach the abore. It 18. 

· Many reputable IICientllta refue to talk to an,_ · ·. highly pouible that a ship or plane can aaillato what: Ia 
concern ina the Devil' a Triangle almply beeaaae they do conaidered a mild thundentanD and auddenly face· a 
not want their aood namea and reputatlona ..-fated meaoomlteorologlcal atcinn ollacredible latellllty. · · 
with notlona they conaider rldlcul0111. . · . . SateU!tea IOiiietlmes ce not detect tropical storms if 

One expert oa ocean currenta at Yale Unlvenlty, who · they are tao amallla diameter, or if they occur while the : · 
aaked 110t to be Identified, exploded lata laughter at the aateUite 18 not over the area. . There 18 a 12-haur pp . · 
mention of the triangle and aald, "We confidently, and between the time the aateUite pu- over a apeclllc part 
without any heaitatlon, often 10 to aea and work Ia that of the globe until It paasea again. Durlq theae 12 boun, 
area." Another acientlat refuaed to talk about it. any nwnber of brief; violent lltomla could occur. 

Atmoapherle aberratlona are commoa tO Jet ap · . · Quinton said, ''11!undentofiDI can also paa aiiJ, · · 
traveler.. Few have Down without n:perlenclq a Mvere electrlcalatorma aufficient to foul up communica· 
phenomenon known u clelll' air turbulence. An aircraft tion ayateiDI." Spealdng of -eteorological atorma, 
can be flying amoothly on a beautifully clear which abe dubbed "neutercanea," Dr. Joanne Sim~, 
day-uddenly hit an air pocket or hole Ia the aky and a prominent meteorologist at the University of Miami, 
drop 200 to 300 feet. aaid in the Cosmopolitan . article that '"Theae small 

Lt. Cmdr. Peter Quinton; meteorologlat and aatellite hybrid type storm ayatema arise very quickly, eapecially 
liai100 officer with the Fleet Weather Service at over the Gulf Stream.· They: are aeveral miles Ia · 
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diameter, laa a f- min- or a f- leCOnda and Ill. · l'lllllliq out of gu. Aa!onllnc to the Coat Guard. ·1111 ·. 

vam.b.. But they ltir up liant wavea and y0a ha~ · · inespamced uiJor Ia looldns for ~ c.Ubele. A . 
chaotic 1eaa comiq from all dlreetioaa. n- atGnu small boat could be aucked luto the prop Of a ~.tanker · 
i:aD be dev ... tiq." · .·or awamped lu a lltol'ID and never be aeea·llpliao, 

An esperienced uiJor henelf, Dr. SlmJ*m aaid oa · Another phetiOIIIeDOII common lu the recioa- Ia the · · 
occuioa abe hu beea "peppered by ataecato bolta Of ·waterspout. Simply a tornado at· 1ea that pulla water 
lightning and- ameUed the metallic odilr Of apeot fromtheoceaniiW'f-thouaandaoffeetlutotltelky,the 
eleCtricity u they hit the water, then frightened by ball waterspout could. "wreck almost anythlDa" said A11ea · 
lightnina rwmina off the yard.." Sallon have beea Hartwell, oceanographer with Normandeaa ~-. 
amazed for yean by such lightnina atonna and Italic . Hartwell esplained that the andenea topop'aphy Of 
eleclricity called "St. Elmo'• Fire."· · ·the oceaa .floor in the ana hu _.,intere8tiq· 

Aubrey Graves, writJnr lu Thla Week magazine, · charaeterlatlca. Moat Of the - floor out In the Devil' a 
AIJ8Uil 4, 1964, quote1 retired Coast Guard Capt. Roy Triaugle Ia about 19,000 feet down and covered with · 
Hutchlna aa uyina, "Weather within the triangle where depoaition, a rme-grained sandy material. llowe\er, aa 
wana tropical breezea meet eold air m,.... from the·. you approach the Eut Coast of the United Stat-, JOU . 
arctic Ia notoriously unpredictable." -. suddenly nm into the eontinental ahelf with' a water 

"You can get a perfectly good weather pattern, u far · depth of 50 to 100 feet. Ruaning north aloDa the cout ill 
u the big weather mapa SO• then so out there on what . the Gulf Stream which bieecta the triAngle, carryina 
begins aa a rme day aDd auddenly get hit by a 75-lmo& wana tropical water. 
~quaD. They are localized 1111d build up on the apot, bus Near the aouthem dp Of the triangle U. the· Puerto 
they are violent Indeed." · ... Rico Trench Wblcb at one polut Ia 27,500 feet below-· 

Many boatnien, Hutchlna said, lack andentllldiq Of leveL It'a the deepelt polut lu the AtlUitlc Ocem>Uid. 
the velocity Of that "river within the ocean" (Gulf:· problbly hoJda many rottin, and decayint· bulb Of 
Stream I which at Ita ula aurp~ north at four knota. ·: Spanlah treuan galleon1. 
"When It eollldea with atroDIJ nonheut windi, extremely . . Many artlclea concemfna the triangle have made the 
atiff ~eu build up, juat u In an Inlet whn the tlda Ia- . erroneoua atatemem that the Navy fonllldr Project 
ebbing qailllt 1111 lucomiq -." · Mag~~et to aurvey the area and d'-wr whether 

"'The 11u out there CUI be juat ludeacribable. The magnetic aberradona do limit eommanicadoaa with 
wavea break and you pt a vertical wall Of water from 30 ahlpa in dlatreaa. or contribute to the atrange dlaappe-. 
to 40 feet high comlua down on yoa. Unleu a boat CUI . ance Of .ahipa aDd aln:rafL · 
take complete aubmerpnce lu a large, breaklua aea, abe.· · Truth Ia ·that· Navy'• Projecit Maanet · hu beea· · 
can not live." lllrYe)'ing all over the world for mont than 20 yean. 

Last year, the Coat GUard anawered 8,000 dlatreaa mappiria' the earth'• magnetic flelda. AA:eordlua to Henry 
C.lla in the area. 700 a month or. 23 a day. Moat P. Stockard, projeet dlreetor, "We have paued·overthe 
problema eould have been avoided if caution had beea area bandreda or tlmea and never noticed any unusual 
uaed. The biggeat trouble c:Omea from amall boata · masoetic dlaturbaDcea." · 
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Alao pa•lnt throach the Devil'• Trlaacle Ia the 80th . 
meridian, a detlflll of loJ!Iitude whlc:b mmda lOUth 
from HudiOD Bay throu;h Pltubarwh th111 out luto the 
Triangle a f- mllea eut of Miami. KDowa u the aplo 
line, it il one of two !'l-ID the wmd when tru DOI1h · 
aad mqaetlc north are Ia perfect all.,..;.ent aad 
compua' variation II .Wineeeeauy. All lauperieaced 
navigator could eall off ~ aaveral degrea and lead 
himeelf hWidreda of !ftilea away from hill orisinal . 
destination. . . . 

This ume line- fttenda awt!l the North Pole to the · 
other aide of the globe biaeeting a portioa of the Puific · 

· Ocean ea& of Japu.. . . · . 
Thia is another pan of the wwld where m,.rerioaa 

disappearaacea take pW:e and bu beea dubbed the 
"Devil Sea" by Phillpflne aad Jap---.. Noted 
for t.aunami, the area Ia CDIIIidered dangeroaa by 
Japa- shipping authoritl.. TSIUIIIDi , oftea err.
eoualy called tidal wav.., are hap wavea created 6y 
undergroWid earthquakea.. Th- eeiunlc wavea have · 
very long wave lengtha and travel at velocitfaa of 400 
milea per hour or more. In the opea- they mey be only 
a foot high. But u they approach the contlaental.lhell, 
their speed ia _reduced and their. heipt increaaea 
dramatically.low ialaDda may be axnpleiely mbmerpd . · 
by them. So too may ahipa lllillq near the coat or above 
the continental ahelf. 

Quite a bit of eeianrlc activity ocean off the northem 
shoreline of Puerto Rico. Selamic · ahocka recorded 
between 1961aad 1969 had a depth of fOCUI nnglnl 
from zero to 70 kiloinetera down. Relatively ahallow 
seaquakes could create t.nnamia limillu to thou Ia the 
PacifiC Ocean, but f- have beea recorded. 

A diatinct line of ahallow aeaquab activity rune 
through the mid·Atlantlc correlpondlng wltb the 
featu1'1!1 of the continental·ahelf of the Amer!cu. 

..... 

· Soma clalm- bow more about oatel' ·~ dwa _,,' 
do abMJt imler .P-. _laeladlar the -- u that· Ia. . . . 
true, mncb Information . bu Yet · to be developed 
coliOIIIIIq the Devll'a Triangle. Aa ncelatly u 1957-a . 
deep -teNuizesit wu detected beneath the Gnlf, 
Stream with the aid . of RJb.anrf- fioata flllittlng, 

· · acolllllc lignall. -The Gulf Stream· and other curmtts 
have pnived to consist of numeroua . dlaconneeted · 
rs~amnu muving in complex pauerna. . 

What It all adda up te Ia thet the majOrity of the · 
snpemat1U'al happenings offered u esplanatlona for the· 
Devil' a Triangle m)'lteriee IIIIOUDt to a volumin0111 - . 
of lheer hokum, extrapolated to. the lltb degree.; . 

- Myateriea aaaociated with the iea are plentiful Ill the · 
history of maukind. The triangle_ area happen~ to be one 
of the &DOlt heavily traveled region• Ill the world and the · 
greater the number of ahlpa or planea. the ;reater the·. : ... 
odda that something will happea to 101118. 

. Each holiday - the National Safety CounCil. • . 
. wam1 motorlsl.l by predicting how many will die on the.,
natlon 'a bigbwaya. They are umaJly quite accurate, bal... · · 

· no I'IIOillterl kill people oil bigbwaya, only miltaket. 
Seafaren and aln:ralt jrilota also make mfstakeao; 

Eventually aelentlst.a will separate fact from. the ru:Uoa 
concaning the Devil'• Triangle. Until then. we can only· 
p-in and bear the minlatratioal of madnesa offered by 

. triaqle cultlsta. . 
U you happen to be pauing through the trangle whila 

reading thil article, don't bother to etatlon extra watehea 
to keep a wary eye out for giant llqulda. Better to relu · 
and mull over the wo~da of poet Heary Wadsworth . 
Lcingfellow: . . . . .· 

"Wouldat tbou."ao the be!m.man anaWered. 
. "Kuow the aecret of tht _7 ... 
· Only th011 who brave ltl dui,m, . 
Comprehend. Ill myatery. ·~. ~-- 1ft 
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· .Brotharhoud of 
B~ Howard L. Rosenberg 

The sea call be 'ID IIIIDieiclful abuaft In the area that Wee diverted making It dlfflcuh ;~ ill. him .. 
. teekmeeter. All eaglae !nab dowa, ·. to the politloa the LCU cnw had aboard." 
a fire lt8ltl In oae of the holdl, or a giveu. · · '"The problem wu eoh~ ~cldy .. 
shallow reef rlpa the lide OUl of a At 2:30p.m., the MSCdwtered when four able bodi,;J teameD 
llhip u If the hull were · made of . C-4 careo ahlp SS American Racer · climbed dowa the pilot '!.dder and · · 
paper. Th- and many other typea wee heading for Kwajaleln wbett the paoaed the baby maJHo.man ap to · 
of mishap could make the cnw of an muter received a meuage from the . · the deck." 
oc:ean-aolng -1 totally dependeDt laland ba• to ehanp coune and .The entlr8 reaeaa took only i 7.. 
oa their owa lldlla and re10areeful· pick up nine people In a llferaft. · min at& "No ladividaal did an,-· ' 
aeu. Oftea, that il aot enough. After plottiq an intercept coune, · more thail bil roUliae job and it wee · 

Then Ia a feellnJ of laiipificaacw the navigator of American Racer a beautiful ·team effort," IBid 
. and helpleuaeli expreeaed by IBilon estimated they would reach the ~ur- Captain Pagano •. "Our greatell 

who 1urvive firel ·and accideau at . vivon within three hoan If they ·accomplilhmeat wu that then were 
eea. plu an on1wbelmlna gratitude continued at a top tpeed of 21.5 no injuria or to.. of tile.'' 
to those wbo helped eave their lives; knots. The captain praised ~~e alnlnft . · 

Recently, crawl of three chartered An hour la&er, the American crew uylnJ, "1 can't give enough . 
or IIO\'ei'DMeDt owaed MSC ahlpa Racer contacted tha Amy alnlnft credit to that Army plane. They were 

· . ..c:ame to the racue of -- In .· and learned that then ,... four 'like homing · pigeon• lo~ading · ua 
diltresl addinJ one 11101'8 chapter to · lileHru and 14 nrviwn lnaead of · dfrecdy to the llferaft1. Without 
the ltorJ of the brotherhood of · alae. The 1urvlvor1 Included a them, finding the l1lrvivon hi that ·. 
· eeagolnJ mea. ·. woman ud baby. Altar leaniing of sea W.,uld have been iull dumb 

The tweaty-4hird of April wee a their new. politlon, the navigator luck." 
di11111al day in the Manhall Ialaade atimated the R~~cer would reach the Acrordiag to Cept";" Pag11110, 
of the South Pacific. Wlade were 30 ralta at 6:30p.m. . when he related the atory of the 
knota and then w .. 12 foot -- AlS: 20 p.m.. the Amenc.a Racer ·. racue to ·a. Coat Guard official Ia 
with eight foot IWella. lncali.....J . ci.rewplcked ap the Army a1n:raft ll· . Hawaii, the mm. maarked, "It . 
equallabadcutvWbilitytooa)y 200. milee away oa the ahlp'1 radar •. IOundllikeumootheureiaedriUI" · 

·. yardl ee the rain pelted uyoae , Thirteen mlnutea later they 8ighted . M And that' I how - performed," , 
unlucky eaougb to be oUl in the. the plane. The pilot fiew dfrecdy. Aid Cep&ela Pqaao. ."Heroicl .are 

· weather. . over the llferalta and tamed on the. · ciaaled by foul-up1, ~ be uiiL "No 
LCU 59 Uandhlg craft, atllityl a ·aircraft landing llghu to abow ·· one h8d to jump over the side io right 

·. World War II vintage •hlp given to .· American Racer the exact politlon of ·off ·lharki; the mea· pmormed u · · 
the Trull Territories followlnc the the lileboau Iince they w.- hlddeil . they had been trained to do and no . 

. · war, wee maldDg her way to"ard · by awella. . · . one did anything more than what 
. Maja laland from Ealwetok bland The American Racer crew bUill a ... WBI expected. Including myself. The . 
carrying 60 toni of dynamite. 40 foot net over the l!tarboard •ide crew worked like an ~ffective, · 

1M Micronesian crew did their··. along with t- Jacoba Iedden, :X,U cohesive unit, and that'• what -·ve 
bell to keep the LCU on courte ee ropeti and heaving llae1. C3pt. been traiDing for.". . 
the heavy seee buffeted the 120 foot . Lawrence Pagano maneuvered hla · In a second incident, the MSC. 

: .craft. But, at approximately 6:30 ship wiildward of the ralta and chartered.· tanker, MS . Falcon . 
a.m., the LCU wee swamped and drifted toward them •. The aircraft·.· Dueheu,wueightdaysout.ofPoint 

· . llarted to roD over. cr- informed the lurviwn of the Molate, Calif. bound fclr St. Croix in 
The crew abandoned ahip and · captain's intention~ and at ·6: 12 · the Caribbean via the Panama 

· took to four llferafu. Using an ultra . p.m. the crew started helping the · when ahe too recel\-ed an urgent 
.high frequeucy IUHFI emergency aurvivon aboard. · diltresl call-at nooa on March 31~ 
transmitter, !Orne of the men l!tarted '"The only real problem we had," The power cruiaer Friendabip wu 

. sending distrell calla wbieh were ~aid Captain Pagano, "wu that one proceeding toward Panama, but wu 
. picked up at the communication• of the aurvivon wee an 18·moath-old . losing fresh water due to an engine 
· 1tation on Kwajaleln bland; Kwa· Infant and quite naturally was ·failure. 
jalein radiomen notified an Army terrif'Jed and clutchinJ hla ·mother, Friendlhlp ligaaled that ahe had . 
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The .fcrty-f~ur sources listad in ;his cibliegra~ay ~Ave been p!rSoaa~ 
ve!"ifiE!'!.. Hlti.le it 1s not a:\ ex~"lls~i"re l:!.st of ev~~hing 1::1 ~nt <::1 · 

th~ 3ubj.:ct, I b9lieve it to contain·· the '!:est of !:he essential infcro.
tion tbt exists. Other sources vltich either r~ee.t vhat has already 
be- ....... ~e~ ...... or ..,.nil to· c=5 - ··nyt"'•~- r::=• •?<> -o" •~~T........ ·zr..·p-' -·· r• .............. ;;T,~. ... _ .......... r· "-~ •<=• -- ...... ------· . ·v· .£..-.-. 
!Wary objectives uere·to find vltatever "~;&s e'lltei"olJle 1!1 print abC'.JI: .. the · 
Beri:IU'"...a Triangle, to learn "it &l'.:f: gen"f~e sc1'!t1ti!1.c rena~eh has been . 
done or is planned en tbe subje?t, end to collect both the.factual·and · 
the theoretical~aterials that ~ere aVailable. 

• ~ . . . . 
I uould like to give credit to D. Blcu!l:l and L. X'l:3he of the .Arizcn& .... 

State thiveraity Lib.rery, vho .provided: a p:-el.klir.arJ biblic;rapllr, ti:e 
Soutcarn Calitamia Anaveri!lg network (SCA1l); acd the E:cyl:~l!dia . ·. · . · · 
Britan."lica Research Service, which also provided sOurc:e,s ot :lntamatica 
used in thia biblloppby'. . · ..... . 

Carol. .i'. Stancil . 
_Ref:ereee seeticn, Coll.ege ·L1lnai7· . -~· ··· 
lllliversitJ- ot C&lltarma, Laa .Aqelea 

·,··· 

~~. , . 
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· Items· ·l-1.6 :Becka· 
. . . ,: .. .. . . . ; .... 

•. 

· · Items 17 -2,. Periodic:al .Artie lea . 
· ·· Item3 25-33 !fewsJ;Ape%' Artic:lu 
·· Items 3,.-IKJ . CcrreSliOlld.IH!ee . 

Items ,.l-44 · Goven=mt ?ubUcatioaa · · 
' t. 

: ... , . ' 

. . ·,· . '• ... '•' 
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.. 
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.. ECt"X! # ·' '· I . . I ~ . .· , . ... . I 
I 

: - .. . :· . 
. .. · ···-·::: ~-~:-
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. 
. ·: . . . . .· 4 

Bu.."'geu, 1\obe.rt P. · Sinkinzs, S!lvsp;es, !l'.i Shi"CW:"ei::!ti •· New- !O%'!c .Amer-:. 
. io:::1n Herite.ge Pnrss, 1970. Chapter 13: ·'The .H:f.ste:y of·the Dea4J¥ ·. ·'· 
B_er::ru~. Triangle," pp. 175-1.89. Bibllc:D.a:phy.. Ill.u3t:'atet!. · . . . . . . . : . . . . . . . . . 

. . . I . I ·· · 

. . . . ... : 
....... 

· 'i'b.~ chaPter, one of the most intS..ooest!=ls ·items en the :l!er.!ll!d& 'l'l'iaz!gle,·: 
mentions possibilities usll!.ll,y found en!y in sc:ie:!::e foic:tieo,, suc:b u · · · · 
."di::int~gretion r!!.ys f:rcm a 30,000 y9:r olC. A~lantean i::O.Jar..:pianti" and. ·. 
a "tole in the sky" where plenes go in 'b'.:t ~o not .ee~e. out.· :Surgess 
prcpcunu the theory t~.st sC::e at!:los;::-:!ri: abe!.atic3 18 tl:e c:eU3e o~ 
the dise)?peara::.ees, and he su!l3Jorts thh · 'llit::h rep::rts frem p~le-who· .. · 
have <!XiJerienc:ed violent turbulence :i.:: tee. e.res. ;;cere t~e.re was· clear 
1o1eather an:i no atom in sight; He ~hies that the depth ot the· •· 
cceaa i~ the Be~ Triangle (nearly 2l,CCO teet; ever three"miles) · 

: makes the salvage and reeove!"'J ot a\mke~ • .. 'l'eckage :l::;osaible. • He c:c:1• . 

.·. 

. i 

. eludes b:r r.~entionir::g sc:;::e projects ur.C.er~'ll:'f to inve.:tigate .atclospheric 
.·. abe:rraticna·. The .work is esp~ia~ u3etul: beeaus' it is one of the . ·· 
. teo.~ sources that offers any reasoll!.bl~ exgla~tien.. . ' 

. . · ·, . 

: :, . ji .. 
. · .... 

Ch:!."!70:.cc, Rebert. Forgotten lforlds. i.e-.1 York: l-r&llter a::d. Ce!!p&ey.;. 
· · 1971. CP..apter 3: 11The .B!!muda Trbr-&b, .,. P!J· 31.:.37 ~ · 

~e·oe the rew. sa~ces I .have found vhich 1nvesti;at9s sue~· tar-out 
pc~llibi!.ith:s as myths freer the second ce::ta..7 aba.1t dba~.!ar~ 
a!li'L's and Cal~ic: leg-!nds abcut n:&!$1:: lai::!s is t!:is. bc:c~. whicll also · · 
o:in~' ~P the ide! of a di~!c:rent c:he:!.cal co:p?sitic:n ot the Witer iA 
tlte :l!%'ct:·1i Trinn.;le. T'.:l:! re3t ot t~u .:ta:;:':'!r c:c~sizt3 aest:q ot · · · · · 
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excerpts ot.ne~spaper reports,· b~t it.is.e ~~~~whil~ source ir. ~hat!~ .. 
brings up. '!JO&aibilities not centi~~!i elsauh'!::'!. · 

3. Fdwarc!s, P':'ank.. Strllrilt~ th!tn Scier:-:e. iiew. Y-::-~: St'.!&rt, 1959. "'~?.-p';!!r · 
19: ''Sky '!'raps, 11 pp. 82:a5. 

· In a short: chspter, the author, a :Comer rsd.!, ne~s an!.l:yst, diaeuues 
Flight 1.9 and. the Star A:-iel. lio :::a:itien is .::.aC.e ef why tb.e c!-.ap~u is · 
entitled "Slt¥ Traps," iiid he makss r.o cccje::t:.!reo •. 

· 4. Gaddis~ Vincent. Invisible Hor:!.ic:ns: True l•}'3':!rtes of the Sea. :hilA• · 
delphia: Chiltcn· Book Ccopany, 1565. Cil.!.~t'!r 13: 11T."'te T:-ia.."!gl!! c!· 
Daath," pp. 173-1.69; Notes, pp.,232~233. Bibllcg:rai)hjf-~ ·:Illust..~tl!l!. •. . . .·.. . . 

~rr. Gaddis is the most quoted :JO'.n-cs em. the :a;rcwis. Triangle. iuui he . 
was the ti%-st writer to collect data. en the sUbject •. · t:lhile ottertq no· > · 

· .. explanations fcir the iaysterioua e.berrtticns. t~t have taken place. his.· · · 
·:research provides excellent doCUI:!I!:1tation ccncerning the ·tosses at aea, 
·giving case histories ot acme ~ent-1 air;,'llanes an:i ships thil.t have .van .. · 
ished in the a:rea• · · .. 

5 •. Ocdwin, John~ 'lhis Battling: ~Torld. rre¥ York: ~rt, lS68. "T'ne tio~o 
.· '. Sea/' pp. 235-259· Illustra.ted. (Also, Nev York: Bantam Books~ l9'7.r~ · . 

Paperba.ck ... Volli:De 2, pp. 105-131;:.) · A ne-o1~~er. article taken !rem· the 
chapter ccntaina essentia~ the. a~:~e i~om'Wion:. "They Never came.-· - ~. 
Pick trcm the. HooDoo Sea;'' Cbicaso Tribune ls;:ll:!..,e r :t.a.:-ch 19, lS59 ,.. . 
p. 60. (Also availa.ble :from Encyclo1=4edie. 3:!.tailllica, L1brar,r.3a.r.,..;t!lt · ·-
·s~iiee.) · · / · / 

·In a well-1l1ustTated and docume:1trl stl.:f!y o!' ·,a.-'tish~ plan11s aM. 3h!pa,· · 
Mr. Godwin a:akes the point tha~ r=:p~tedly; iC geod "lieat!ler ·and dAy~ 

· · · ~light, people and their craft di31!.lr!l!!!.r in t!:e Sac!e :area. "Witheut trsoe, .. · 
and that several of:leal beards~! !n~ui~ ee.:not.~e3S what·happene! 
to. thecs. He CC!:Ipa.res the Ber.:i':ll!a :riangle ·.:.i':h other pla'!es :lf:tce .~-. 
us-.1al occurre!:ces hP..ve taken· plaee, end con:::!:•.;"!es that "ph~ un-. 

· knlj,o'ft to today' s science'' must ez:!.st. · · -. 
6. Jessup, l~rrii K. Tl:e case for tl:e 'E\J. r:~ 7-:;rk: T!ie Ci·tadel Press~ 

1955. ·Part I!I: 11Histor.f Speaks--.i:isa:p'i'eariz:; Ships and Crews," 1131• " . , ~ , 

: : . . 

.ll9-133i Disa"PPearing ?lanes • ;.,. J:c:-le7. 

While it never sp~c~ic.e.ll,y ::enticr::s the :i!e::=~ Tr~le, tha b~olc 
discusses ::e~l of the lones · tl':e.'W he.'D-cf::ei there. Jes3up'a. prorl..ae · 
is that intelligent lite from s~ac! "kid;ap3"· l::o:6an beicgs fOr ."st-#,. 

. teod, 6r experit:ents ••• " The aut!:~:- is des~:.:.:;.~ as ·''a noted ast':'Ctlo
a:er. II AU sorts or anc::allea ar'O! !:.elue.ei tc .:sup:;;ort his theOr,r. s=. . 
his e-.r.pl.a.nation is shared by otte:-3 ;,;i!;n whc: he baz spoken .,hila · · 

· writing the book. · · · · 

· · 7. Y.e:rhoe, (l·~Jor) ~ld E. .F' .. .y!r.st Ga•.!:'!r Ccn:o"C'-:?.ey •. :~a~r Yor!t:. :i~l.t, 
1955. Chapter l9: "'The-Ve.::ishi:!tt ?!.e.ne:~, · .'P?· 255-2:19· · 

.-; ... .. ·. 

'. 

.. 
. ,. . . .... 
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The book sue~est3 · th.:it the ilight 13 airplanes .uera ''gr11bb~;, aCil 
snatched out of. the ct~y by v.Ls:!.tors ~=~ S!lace, ubo patrol t.he .e':! ~-=!:! i11 
flying. saucors, in ordor to stady d:~::a. A rec:!.:-ed ·~!:arine }fnjor, :-:iyhoa 
iutervi.:iws several pi:·: ts ~ . .-..I. uthP.:- :;l~ple; aa.l discuss ell the aUi::ary, 
implieatioas of the situation •. 

•• 
8 •. Sandarscin> IV'an T. 'Invisible R~s4.d?.:.ts:. S. '!>isciu!s!tion uoon Certa.!il• ... · .. 

... 

9. 

. 10. 

Matters Marit:Lme, ~:!d r.he Fossi.bi!.:!.t•' of I!!Cell!.~ent. Life under t:te 
Haters of T'nis Ear':h. :!eli' York: . !!'o:::.:.d Publi.:Jhi:r,; Co., 1970. Ch::t'!'~C' 

8; "All Eighth ~lyste:::y: 'l'h3 llc=di:. 'Iriat13le," P;l• 115-142; notes allll· 
references, P!'• 189-239, s~e al.s() ch.lp::er 13: "A S113gea~ion - Unci~ .. 

· t:atel" Civili:ati:%'-1," p;,. ·l!l!>-~\l~, and c'haptar l4; "A Concept - \otto 111111 .. 
tlhere era the on:ts?" p;:. 204 .. 216. · · · 

· Ivan Saiidenoii baads an o~g~.inu::i:U ~ as the Society for tba IA-- . 
vestigation of tha Uu1-cplailled, anJ he. is. the author of nwilerous booka •. 
among theat several on the subject of U::O' s~ c1ss1tlg pe-csons, aad othal' · 
related anomalies• This book .is "DedicatB.l to· oar publishers, far 
having the guts to p~:blish it." He presents 1:1 it a ·historical. acc:.ouat · 
o£ uuexplainad disappearances of shipJS ill. the Eer.:mda TrlaniJla, ·to sup- · 
port all1li endorse the a:::gu:!la::it that thera·is ~· kllowu.-natnral c:auaa·of · 
the lossq •. ·He refer..: ~· OD.'Ts, which is his upresaion for ·"othar . 
intalligenc:ies" 011 ea..-er., acd sugges-ts that their activities are po
sibly -cesponsiblo fo= the dis.'1ppeara:!.e~; ·how;. "-hy• and where are not 

.. clea::::ly explained •. 'The clupter.contai:ts a USCI!l list of. lost or Dis~ 
sing ships and ships found de~erted 1: the Be:=t:da Triangle frCIIIl 1340 ... 
to 1969, giving·dates. names, and nu:~ers of pe>s~ns a~oard. It ls 1 . 

again, 0118 of th!l fetl sourees whi::h ·o!fers a::.:· ll:l:1 of li.-.:planation for 
the events which havl! takea pla::e. 

Spencer, .!ohn tlallace, · L!:::n nf t~:! lnt. 
Publishing Co., 1959. -c?ap~~~3ck~) •. 

Iu thi=s book; t·lhicb is entirely de'ro:ed. ::o. th Se~ll 'l'r~nsle aystery, · 
th3 .£uthor, a "forcer itr~·L.oi::~.gator fo;: t~.a. ~.r.,ri:! fal!l.Ous Uational L'\'las
tigations .C:.-.:trl ttee on Ac~~al Pi·.::r.::::el!:t," gi.•r:~s t::cr::":o~h t:'!ports on . 
losses of both pl:.nP.s a:1~ s~i=''!, ::-::: ~.!.scusso~s such thuries as pi=acy 
and sea mo~t::r!. . 'r.l'l !::.r~:~:m:. Se3 l'!S'!n-! 1::: "X?laine-!, nncl appelll!ices 
list the IW:Ies el '[l:!ti.'::'. J ~-·':o l:.i\ TC "'•~ lo3t 1:: t'!le Bemuda T~:iangla~ 
A factual ar.d .lml.l-·!.J:·-: .. ,~.:!d '[lie:;., the b.:lo~ p=ese!!ts evida:ce :1-...:lt: a 

· . mystii%Y exists, l:u.t lu-:.~ c-~:: ro~~lll.l:; ,,(fL: ll!l e:(!'lli.llltio!l. 

Stewrt. Oliver.'· ])anv~ io:i ti:ol l.i:r. ~:a-...r York:· 
1958. ''Unsolvecf'iit.ldle, '' ;:;~. l~l--!3J. 

?h:Ucsophical. Library,; . 

.• 

•. 

·Ths authOr, conea~c:i wi!;;t tha !os3 h the !ie::r:-~:fa Tri:lngle of tb 13r:i::.;. 
:l.sh Star Arhl, a l:l.l:'i'" aircr::.ft ~r!.:_ t::en:.y parse~:l aboard .• ca:efully · · . ·· 
euoines every poss.i.Lii.!•;)~ to O'l • .'ph~ t~a C:iuppQra:tca• ~e conclu::!es· 
only tll4t it is a "l..1!:flinB oystery" ar.d t~at !!: "sell:ls it· vill n-eva= be 

. 3olvad. "· ·'rita. pl:1ne, flyin8 :!.n per.Eae:: m!ath:!r o:t a -routi:te fligh:. 
dis:i;:pearod, leevi.~g !:l:hinJ no· tr::e ~:: di.st~U3 ~~s.;asa. 

. .· .. 
.·. ·. 



• 

.11. Titler, Dale. Hir:p;s of !tvlit•!rY:· !l.!'!!~i'.!s'of .-\l."iation Hiso;orv. llewYor~: .J 
lloc!d, 1966. Chap tel: ll•: "The :H;~s;:~:ry of. Fli.,:::: H," pp •. 234-27l. ~ · 

Nr. Titlar disc:•Jil91lS one of the r:oa: faG!Ous of. tha Berauda Tr14n~le. 
disappeannc:oa. that of fi-le :!1.1v:,t !lb:tes and t-:e::ey-lleV~n fliers in 
1945, ns uell :IS .SOCII! of thu other losses. :!e reiel:S to the "'Ihraat" 
of "Thoa unpredictable tlhilnS of th:!.!: strange !o:ca" responsible for the . 
"disappearance, but like. t!te u.s. ~!avy he couc:l:1:les that "there are. no. 
conjectu::es.ll · · 

. ! 

I 
... · 

12 •. llilkins, Harold. T. Stran;ze t!vstC!ries of Ti:s al".:! SoMe. !lev York;· The 
· Cit:odel Press, 1958. Pp. 155-15·;). 

.I 

' .. I 

13. 

15. 

16. 

. . . ' . ' . . .. . . 
}!r. llilkins states in his preface t'ltac. in vrit:!.ng this book he " •• ~baa· · .. · 
found that. it is essential, where possible, to visit in person the loca..;. 
tion of the J:!YStery." He seems. to have· done this •. Ill discussiag the 

· · .. Bermuda triangle, he puts forth the .Lc!.ea that undeno~ater vortices. 
·"Anti-Gravity warps," or li!agnetic disturbances IILilY be liesponsibie~ · 

. ..... 

.. . :- .. 

ON THE CHRISTOPHEl!. COLUMBUS STOlt"!.;. 
. ·•· .. ... 

A I:!Stter frequently uianti.Oiied in discilssious of the Be=uda 'Irlangle is. · 
the account of the experiences of Christopher Columbus in 1492. .These · · ' 
are supposedly the first. reports of strange ha;~peniugs ia. the area. . ., .. :· \. 

l·fnile many items ia. this biblipgraphy mention the story. the followiDS. ~. · .. ·. ·,· · .. ~ .. 
two may be consic!.e~ed the primnr; sources: 

1 COl=bus, Christo?h::r ~ Journal of ::':!.rs!: '!o•:L'.'!~ to ~e-rica·.- · trev Yor!::. 
Albact & Charl~s Boni, 1924. P. 9 (5apte:o:be::· 15th) th-rough P• ll (Sep-. · · 
teinber 17th). 

. . 
_ !rving, Wnahington. . The Life and vo..:.a2es of. Chr:!.sto!)her Colue~bus. i'tew 

York: Bedford Co. , .1890. Chapte-: !!I: "Con:!nuation of . tha Voyage - . ' 
Various Terrors of the Sealnen," P'P· 96-101. 

A~1D CONCJ;!l!!:mG TilE S:\RCAS50 SEA ••• 

f 

i· 

i 
Located bet~1een 200 and 30° north latitude a\'11!.. 38°. and 60° west longi.o· 
tude is a huge t-race of saaweed ·O.no-.m as the Sa::~asso Sea.· ~lyths and 
legends abound conceriting ships ::rep;;:ed and lost in the seet~eed eeadw• 1 
sea mondters, and strange creatures £~~~ L~ the area. Since it is ' i 
sometb:es memtioned in discussions of the !emuda Tr1ailgle, even though· . 
it is not in the same area, the follo~o~ing t,;o !te~:~s are iucluded: · 

·O'Donnell, Jllliott. 
. Chapter 41: ''the 

StrllnP:e Saa· !1-,.s:e:::!.e:J:. Lol:l!on: .Jehu Lane~ 1925 •. 
Sarg:1sso Sea," P?• 2S7-27l • 

Snow, Ec!trard RoYe. Ur.sol-J~d :·lYsta::!as· "f Sea 1.1~ Shore. ·. N~-.r York: 
H~d, 191i3. Cha?ter lU: "sargns:oo:> Su," p;~. 175-l'il. 

Dodd •.. I : . . . i 
. • .. I 

PE?.!O~ICAL ~~TICL'.S · .. '· 
.... ~ ·~ \ 

17. . !,! L·~~ :....~r!:.:.l"'.:.· _":.:..· ':.:;-~r:.."::··~.::·'l::...,:0::,8::.·· _:~:.:;'<~~~:.:·'~::.l:._?~".:.~ ... :,;-S::;";;.· :':;..· n:.:.:..:::.-1;~:. \ 
....... \ ... ·. 

. . 
- --"::-. -· .... ----··· ···-.J>·'- .. -~·-------·- · .... -· ..... __:...~ .• 

· .... 
. ... . . 
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Career !'ublicacion, l~o. ·u4l (Juna,· !~iO), c. 51 •. 

Th3 11ditor of the mags;ina checke~ ~Jith. the ::e.vel Sis tor; Di•iJ.s:!.~:: iil . 
respouse to a letter from a. reed~r concernie~ the ae::u~ Tr!angl~, 3nd 

· · · · reports th::u:. "Its n~tcir:!.ety· is la:-g!:ly ·the -::!::".:.lt of :!r;::::.a:::!.zat•.~·.·l. • •.. 
·the accidettt (or disappearance) ra.te in the Ir!angl~ is no hiBh'<':' ::han . 
. that of any other area Yith eqU&lly heavy· ai!:' and sea travel • ..,. F.~. adds 
that "The ~lavy considers the case closed~" . . · · .. 

18. Chance, Paul:. 
· lo~tv Todav, 

.. 
."Para;Jsychology I9 an ·Idaa Hhose Ti:e Has Come." 

VII (October ,1973), 'il9• 105-120. 
Ps•1cho-

The article. subtitled ·.,A conve~sat:!.on ':iith Stanley KrippneJC'IIhout pr~. 
cognj.tiou. psychokinesis. clairvoya::ce,. tele~athy, Kirlian and psycilic; .. 

·photography 1 and the :aer~awia 'triansle," discusses natural vortexes encl.· ... 
defines them as locations. "'llhere people and other living things and. · 
objects do not: behave as theY. ordinarily would." ~It. Shasta is r..amed ·,. 

· as one uample and the Barmuda .Trianale as aeothar. Kr:!.p~ner says that 
they have never bean scieni:ifically studied. but perhaps '11111 be ztUd-
ied in t~a future devalopcant of parapsychology. · 

19•. Eckart, Allan W~ "The UystelCy of the LOst Patrol•". The·Americm Leig~cm ... 
- Mnazine. LXXIi (April, 1962),.. pp. 12-:13, 39~1. · 

. .: . 

20. 

.. 2~. 

The Writer's account of Flight 19 includes the. transcript of the final · . 
rl!dio co=nication. '~hich .c:onl:ili::Is a w-arni.-.g :hat something had ~one · 
wrong. if. nat a real. distress sis~al. Also i:::~lude.d is an inter:ia•" 
with a co=erc:!.al pilot on. his ra9.ctions to t!::a ?.ercuda. Triar.g!a <!:!.:;-
appearances. . · · · 

. . : 

Gaddi3>V1nce:tt. "Tha Daatlly l!a~•;da 'rr!o:::131~." Art;'osv. CCCLVIII (F~b
ruaTy, 1964),.pp,' 29, 116.-ila: Ra#inted ~':1..rl?in~ S;u.\CeT.ltaview, .X . · :· 
(July-August, 1964), pp. 14-17. . · 

The articl!l was taken 't~om. the author's !i:visi)l-!! Roriz-:~n3 (cited above 
as itea ·4) and it contains e!lsencially thn :;;a=.a in:fo~!ltion. · It La also 
available from Encyclopaedia Britar.nica, Library R,·:!Sa:t:c:h Se:::vice. 

Millar • J, Earle. nuysteries of. the Sea~'' '!'o:li.ll.Jlr Hechanics, . XLVI 
(July, 1925), PP• 7-10. 

The article discusses the Cyclops, as vall as severnl. other missing. 
ships fr0111 all .over the world.· It suggest :I that the loss 1fl1s caused by · 
a Iault in construction that cacsed it to sink, which tJas di.Sco•teJC:ed.·· : 
when an accident at sea happened to :.ui. id~mtical sist2r 11hip wh:!.cn 
f1:1ally made it back to port, · · 

22. "The ~!ysteey of the Cvclo"Ps." 
liP• 272-273. 

Sc:ier.dfic A:.::ar:!.c:m, · CL (Hay. 1934) i 

· Qt.!otir..g an areicle from. the maga;:!:a O!!r ?~a·;~. thb iti!CI. offers c:te · 
proposal that the Cvclops ,. .. s tn'::an O'rer O!:ld ai:::l: by autir.een, ::o~
pT:!.s-ac! of ex-convi.::t::; :1nd . thu-js t•:,~ j oi:te:i :;,a. ::avy ch;ri;~~ tho ~:ar to 
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. 24. 

avoid the Amy draft. 

Sa~der3~a, lvan T. 
Arnosv, CCC~VII 

"'!'ha Spr.aadi:lg :::;s :ar:,- of , :.'~ 3.;;i::IIO:li1- T:d.cn8L. 
(Augulit, 1963) ;_ P?· 35-.37, 7l-i2. 
'. 

Ttu! author of I~visi~le lt:stdents re-::orts tli>lt t~<:!re are six il.r~· -.. ; on · 
the earth, all located in a ~eOlll&i:ri~aJ. patt~!''! 0•1er. 'Tar:iOUS oc:~ :· <; • 

where ship and airplane disapjlearances, such u t~sa in the .Ber::w!a ' . . . 
Triangle, occur vith r88ularity. · · . , · · · ·· 

. . - . . . . 

"The Devil' a Trian.~le. '' . Cos:.:o~~l:!.t:!n, 
193-202. 

Slllith, Harshall • 
be:r, 1973), pp. ,. . ... 

' . . 
.. Mr. Smith reports the cirCUIIIStUces of the losses in the Bemuda Trl- . ·: 

angle vhich cause them to be such a '!!lystery, a::!d· di•Tides the· "th~ed.es : · · .. 
··of explanation" iota three· categories: .. The Atlantis 1:1yth~ the t:oncept: : .. · 

of ugnatic space warps in' the sky·, aad the fl'ling saucer theory. Ba · · 
discusses the ideas of mauy Miaz:ai persoualities,. who claim some !-.now- ... : 
leclge aad ullllerstanding of the situation, a'llli the tast:lmony of· others . 
who have had experiences there is included.· This interesting ar::icle · · ··. ·. :' 
e.."Caa!!:inea solllll new explanations and evea.ts • .. _, 

'. 
~~.SPAUR. ARTICLES 

... 

. . ~ 

25~ 

·27. Miaci, Florida. Hia;ui Herald. Septe=ber 11, 1,'~30, p. :lF. (Sunda; :-tac;a-. 
· zine Sectio!l.) E. V. ~~~ Jones, "~lJ!'.:i-up of Ba:m\!da Td.1n1Jle Disap

pearances."· Map. 

The author describes five diffaren~ 39rauda !ria~sle .losses; tha a~ticla 
includes a 11'.11p showir.q the routes of sh:i:11s an:i !!lanes which disappeared. 

28. . New York. The 1-la1.r rorl<: Tl:tes 

. ' 

' . . : . 

A lon3 list .of &-:tides, akost dntirely_press releases concerni:::~ 
'IOldllull :!!lln('lpca-::lnc'!s, can be :-eeeily i:o:jlila·:f by co:lsttltin~ th~ ~ 
Yo:-!~ Tt:!!c:J I:::!~~= un:le:- t!le hendin~s "Shi;~s "' ,\ccic!ents" and ".Ur;;l::nas -- .. . .. ·· .. 

.. 
·---.--'-;--'-----....:....,·~· ----'------



... 

Accidenta" and under the names·'Of !nd:!.vidual.s~!.iHI o::. airt~.laaes.. {A. 
· cc::1pt~ee list ·of n=as nnd dates. ca:1 ba fou:li .i:: S:1.ci2rson, :!.t!l!il 8 

· above.) 'Host of thl!l!l.nre ne~s· reports a:u! -:!o ·::o:· ::e::c:!.ln· the la~ 
Triangle specifically or 'CIIlke. coaj ecrures. 

. \ 

2:1. · · Sao Diego, California~ · Snti Diego Un:!.on. Juccs 23, 1973, P.• A6. 
. Hulk? . ~tystety Lurks in Uurky 1~ater. '1 · · 

r 

"Cy;:loos •.. · . :I 
. ,_· •· .. l 

30 .• 

. . 

A retired Navy• diver is convinced that .he has locate:! the ~eck of the . 
Cyclops off the coast of Virginia; saJ.vaJJe o;~ero::io~ are to tam place . 
under the direction of the· Uavy. The unusual tes:!.gr. of -the C'[cloos · 

· , ma!<es it readily distinguishuble. !he auth:ui':!.eies ho)ie that. the GIY&- · 
tery of its loa a c.m now be solve~. . · · . . . . · 

!lecmber 21, 1971, P• A2. 

. ! 

Sac Diego,_ California •. Evening Tdbu:te, 
tion Line." ,; ~ . .· : 

A question ad- anave~· coluiun, .·"Action Lilla" delive" a succ1nc:t Aa4 ·. 
factual sullllll&ry of. thli Bermuda Triangle situation, froa 1492 to the 
present. .. . · 

. . ' 
.. .. 

•• ! •. 

·-· 
• . 

31. Santa Ana, California. ltedster. January 23, 197~ •. p • .u.s. lobar~:. 
·· ·· · Betts, "c;ountleas Ships Vanish ill Ber:nida Tr"argl a." 

... ,, . 

. . . . 
"A strange thias happened to Christopher. Columbus on .his vay to disi::ove:f. ·, · ·· 
}.carican," begins this article, \lhich soes on to relate· an ~tarestil:ig . 
history of the Berr:uda Trla:tgle. The· autl-.or co:elu~es that,. for.:*.at 
little bas been foand,. the lost era:: ":!a'J "ha•ra sl:!.;l?'!d off 'the ee:e of·· 
the world.". · · 

·.;. 

32';. ~Washington, D. c. Even:l:ns Scar. August 2, 15153,' p. 7. :(This tiee!c 'Clair&"." . 
.. zine.) Leslie Lieber> "Limbo. of. Los:: Sh~ps." . . -

The article discusses tha loss of tha u. 5. sul:::::ari~e Sco t"'l{OD ·in t~ 
· ·. Bemuda Triangle. Lieber quotes a :-:avy spo~esca:t as sa:ling, "It'::~ been .· 

a real aystery. . Nobody in the Navy sneers at: c·~!s :hin.SJ. :.re'•re 3l,;rays.· · 
. kuotm there's so~r.ething .strange abo•.:: :his 3er.::-.:da 'i:::ia:lgle. ilu~ nobody . 

lt.as ever found out vhac it is. There doe3n • t: seea to be any physical. 
or logical reason. , • '1 • 

.. 3.1. Vasbillgton, D •. c. · The tlashffio:ton Pos:. · D~c:~ber 29, l95a, p. t7 ; .. :tap . , 
(inacr:urate). "DevU' s Triangle Takes Cr:l: +~ll of Sailboats CroaG:!.ng" . 
It ill tJillter," in column: "Boat !!oo!~s~ .. a:!d l!aggy::rinkle.". · · 

~winter weather conditions are treste~ in ~hat :e~eorologists eail ·tha 
"Devil'a·Triangle," vhere warm tro;~ical air :ee:s cold a:-ctic ·air, ·a .. ·. 
region ter:ed "notoriously unpred:!.c:te;,le." ;.cc::r::'!ir.i to ·the au their •. 
t!ult 1s tlt.e only problem in travel:!.us through t::s !3a~uca Triangle. · 

. COaaESPO~lil~iCE 

The following lettars were re-:ei'lei:! :!.:t rn?O~sa t~ .~~- ad":"ert.i:!:'r-21!c:, · 
rer;uesting that, if re:!d<l:'S had 1:-:.:o-:-::~cio:::· ·:I~ :::~ :.:rr::•J.:!il '::!:lrJJ!.e, 

' · . . . . 

. .- . 
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-34. 

35. 

36. 
.-

.thsy get in touch wlth us; others ware ansuers ~o "letters ~itte!l to· 
nge:1cies asking· if they ~~ere llT.Iare of a:~y e;l!::::!.::a · .s:!en::ific: resa:;!.::ch 
that r~s beba done or is planned on ;~e s::~j;c~. and if they-could 
_sug~est any sou::ces of info~ation; 

Departcent of the Navy. Office of tnf'l::.:ttio::. ?.:!search ar..c!. Public 
· Inqui::ies Brauc..lt. · I·Tashington, .0 ~C •. 20350. 

Fro!ll this sou;ce are avallahie Fact Sheets or. F!!ght 19 and the c:zelops. 
They are~ ap~arently, the only stat!!!!l!!:lU t'!::2.t the Navy t~lll. il!ake on · 
the subject·. The lengthy rapo.rt of the l3oar: of Investigation concerning_ 
·the loss of Flight 19 is also avdlable 011. i>li=r'lf:!.l::i. for $5:"<J • 
Hrite to: Department of the Navy, Directo;z::' of :iaval:liistory, the 
Pentagon, tlashington, D.C. 20350. 

Harrer, Cust&ve A~, 
ville,. Florida.· 

.. 
Director, University of Flori:!a Librarie~,, Gaines-

.. Mr. Harr.er contributed a· newspaper article concaruiilg the Bamuda Tri-. 
augle, and sent a note to say· thac ha cn."'ils a plaue, often flies ovi!Z' ... 

. :. the area, and has never crbservecl. anyt'hing aut of the ordinary. . . . . . . . 

. ·•· 
. .... -
. ···.·. . . 

National Geographic Society. Washington, D.C~ . 20036. 

The Society,has isSued a two-page release as a Natienal Ceo!#t~Me !-fews, 
Bulletin, entitled ''Bemuda Triungle Adds :eo l!affliag Sea Lore" (no. 
date), and an article on the subject in cha l·!ae!onal Geo~raobic· Sc::hool· 
Builetiit, entitled ''Uaritiaa Zona Spi.'ls }fysteey.," dated February 26, 

·· 1968. (Also available fro:!! Elicyclopa~d!a !r!:a::.:.ica.) · Doth ·ara· tr.::a~ 
~sting articles that· briefly summarize the-story. Copies are available 
b) t~riting to the Society-.· No. articles 0:1 th'! ~e:::tnlda· Triaa~le ha•re · 
appeared in the magazine itself,· an:l they He::e u:!able to tell :ze if any 
study has been done. · · · 

... 
. .. ··· 

. ·.:. ... 
... 

· 37 •. Smithsonian Institution. Hashinp;ton, D.C. 20551). Attu:. · Assistaut Sec:-·· · 
retary for Public S~rvi~ 

· One of the 111or·e interesting responses came fr= ::he Sa!thsonian' e Assis.;. . · 
taut Secretary for Public Service, ~~a-Wrote chat .he had ~uestioned 
several of· the inllititurion' s scientists;. all a: wilo::z ~re aware of "the . · 
saga" and. were agr!!ed. "~h.:!t no docu::en:ed avi.:!.::::ca pro·red that tl!v"i:a . 
planes and ships disappeared in this area t~n tn any other. It is a. . 
ro=nticized fairy tale like the Abo;o4nable !":::o-:..;:an, said. one ucientist. n 

· 33. . Society for the In•tasi:i~ation of the t-ce."tj)!."ai::Sii. ?...D. 1, Coluiabia, Hew· 
Je::3ey 07832. 

The organization founded by I\'an. Sanc!erso:~, t::J:, deceased, is headeci by 
his widow, tlho nport:svt~t staff r.:G:~bars of :::te Society ars investi- · 

· gatin~ tha Bermuda Tr!a~zle,. but hav! ::o r~s-~:ts to re;:ort ·to data. · 
· ... · .. ,. 

. ' 

.. -
.. .. 

·.··· . .... 
f ·, 

. ' .. 
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39 .• · tJ .s. Dapartcent of Ca=erca. t~aticn!ll O~eanlc !.::d At::-.osphedc •\C!i;~'~ stra
tioa. NationaL Ocat~n S•JtVily, !toc:k,rillo~ ~farybcll . z:::ssz. Attn: 

: Scieritiiic Data and Serv.lcu Di\·i~ior.. · · 

The trOll, the i:last helpful of the to•l.arnct!ut .a;encies consulted., 1: e-
3pocdad with· a. long fact~al lette'!! t:hich SU!ll~s~ecl possible sources · · 
of. infomatm.n from. other gover:u:ie:t: agencies.. · . . .... 

40 •. . }!r. Dudley ca'st III, Attorney.at La~r. 437 South Cochran AveiWe', X~b'u · · 
·. 12, Los Angeles, california . 90035. . . . ., . 

I Mr. Glasa vrote, in respo~se to a.u adyertise!!:ellt, that a relative of 
his was lost with the u.s~s. Dor:-:to ill the ner=da .Trian~la. :· As a.· 
~:ember of the Na'l¥ 1 s Office of cJ::eral Counse+, he Was able to, sus:;as~ 
pasaible sources of iaformatiou •. 

··:.· 

... 
COVE!IllM!HT PIJBLICATIONS . . . . 

: 

4i. . U.S. D8llartmant of Camaarce. National Oceanic a'llll A.tl:!Ospharic Mlllinis=a- . · . . 
t:f.aa. Nautical Chart catalog. June, .1973. . . . 

. ·•··· 
. . : 

The agency p-.:ov:tdea nautical chaiC'ts, foiC' $l.OG-S2~00, of th~ .BHI!IUI!a: · ·. ··· . :: 
Triangle area, shov.lDg cilrrents and othaiC' featm:es. ··For. a catalogue ot : .. · 
those available. write to: · National Oceanic acd Atlllilapheric· Acbinistra• · 

. t1oa, Rockville, liaeylan4 . 20852. · 
• .. 

42. ·U.S. Department of the.Nsvy. Naval Oceanic Oflice. · Proiece·~~gnet: 
wo·dd~ide Ai-rbo1:ne Ceo'llllgtu!tic Surrey.· N.d. 

.• Seve-ral sources mentioned. a· scientific goverr~ant:. proaram to stuc!y ·ctis-. 
tu-rbances at sea, especially thosa t~ought to. !Je. causl!d.liy the euth' a · 
magnetic f:!.elcl, which is often said :o be :::es;~or.sible foli the :Jiar.cw!a· .. · 
Triangle losses. Inforation· on the prcigru is avaiiable for~ a pam-.·. · . ·, 

. phlet published. by the ~!11vy. U:::it'l to: tJ.S. raval O;:ea010graphic Offi:e, . 
~~ashington, D.C.: 20373. . .. · · · 

43 •. u.s. Depanaent of the Mavy. Offir:& of Ir.for.:at:!.an• . ''Betmuda, Tr:!.an~ie: 
The Loss of Plight 19. ~· . N.d.. 

· A !'act Sbeat isauecl by the t~.vYaives offic!J11; data' on waachu. eq~p- · 
l!lent0 and events related. to· the disappearance of five ~favy planes .ln 
the Bermucla Triangle. It states e:u1 official:. ~ra.vy viawPoinC:: · "The· 
eVic!ence is insufficient to deter:iaa euctly vhat did. happeft... Tha 

. flight vsa never heard. from again an:! no tral:e of· the planes fou;ut~ · . It . 
is assw:ecl that. they· crashed at sea, possibly aft-er rtmll:!.ng out of gas."'. 
For a copy, vrite eo: DepRrtmene of the Na·17 •. Office of Inlor.u.tion, · · 1 

l~ashington, D. C. · 20350. · · . · ··• .1 
.• 'J 

44~ · 11. S. Depart:~ent of the ~lavy. Office a! Ir.fo'l::at:ion. "Foi:t: Sheet fa~ . 
U.S.S. C'lclOp9." N.d. 
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Bl!:J· 
MlC. 
Alternate 

A caftfuJ aamlnation 
of the cWm thatiD "the· 
world's most dangerous· 
waters" ships, planes 
and men mysterioUsly . 

.disappear 
• 

.· .. 
.;,..) ·. 

~ " .. \ . . .. · 
. "'\ .· . 

. . .,. - . . ,_. , .. · . ·.· ... .. .. 

by. LawtenceDavidKusche · · 
. a· "DICDCID s. 19CS, Sw NaY, A~ .. 

. . pedo bombers took off from the Fort L&a- . 
· _l clenWe Navar Air Statloa · on a routine 

patrol and were never slleft apln. Muy sur&c. · . 
vessel. and even submUinn are believed to haw 

· lilc.ewia vUI!shecl .Gmewhen within the so-caDecl . 
B~uda Trl&llgle, u ale&- ill the Atlantic Oceaft 
bcnmdecl by Beimuda. Florida . and .Puerto Rico
Yalllshed without ruson. 1n aood weather, without · 
aandlftB clisttfts sipals ud without laVing a~- . 
TheoriatoaccountEorthlllclisappearanasaboandr 

. space warps. seaquake~, even su DIOIIIten and Sy.. . 
Ina saucers haw been proposed. L&wrenc. KUJChe 
hu pe beyond the llction to IIWIIil)e wherewr 
possible the relevut Eacts. His Sndfnaa, the result oE 
more than two yean of resft.dt, provide a rational . 
answer to many oE the Bermuda Triangle's balfUns· 
mysteries. 

JU paps • l.ble dnwlnp. p]lolapaplo .. IIIIJII 

(PubU~ei"s list prfce1 $101 . 
PRICE TO MEMBERS: 58.95 
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