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Kremlin Seeks to Restore 
Stalin-Type Dictatorship

By Daniel Roberts
The Soviet and Chinese at

tacks on Yugoslavia and the 
execution of Imre Nagy are 
part of a big push by the 
Khrushchev regime to restore 
and preserve a tight, mono
lithic dictatorship on the order 
of Stalin's.

These moves arc part of a 
sw ing to repression to prevent 
the Soviet masses, emboldened 
by previous concessions, from  
shattering the dictatorship. The 
function of the d icta torsh ip  is 
to defend and promote the in 
ordinate economic priv ileges of 
the Soviet bureaucracy. But the 
ru le  of this o ligarchy runs in 
creasingly counter to tiro needs 
ot the Soviet society for po
lit ica l freedom and counter to 
the aspirations of the w ork ing  
masses for greater equa lity  and 
for socialist democracy.

Fo llow ing S ta lin ’s death, his 
successors embarked upon a 
course of reform s designed to 
appease the Soviet masses, 
whose pressure for an end to 
the S ta lin is t tyranny^ was be
coming ever stronger. From

the start, however, the K rem lin  
combined c o n c e s s i o n s  w ith  
crackdowns so as to keep the 
masses from  pressing fo r more. 
"ROTTEN ELEMENTS"

Thus S ta lin ’s bureaucratic 
“ methods”  were no sooner de
nounced at the 20th Congress 
of the Soviet Communist Party 
than the CP tops had to issue 
threats against “ ro tten ele
ments" in the party  ranks who 
were taking advantage of "de- 
S ta lin iza tion ”  to attack current 
bureaucratic crimes.

W ith in  a few months of the 
20th Congress, when the most 
far-reaching r e f o r m s  were 
promulgated, concessions had so 
emboldened the an ti-bureau
cratic forces throughout the 
Soviet bloc as to lead to rev 
o lu tionary explosions in Poland 
and in Hungary.

The K re m lin  compromised in 
Poland but crushed the H un
garian w orkers uprising in 
bloody fashion. This slowed 
down the revo lu tionary  process 
throughout »the Soviet bloc, but 
the K rem lin  was not able to 
restore tight, d iscip line at that

F o llo w s  in  S t a l in ’s Footsteps

Khrushchev, lefl, shaking hands with Anastas Mikoyan, 
ri<jhl, is greeted in Moscow after a visit to Hungary. The 
Kremlin boss is responsible, directly or indirectly, for the 
secret trial and execution of four Hungarian Communist 
leaders.

The Nat'l Guardian 
On Nagy Execution

-  By Harry Ring —
In a June 30 editorial statement, the National Guardian 

sharply condemned the execution of Imre Nagy, branding it 
a "shocking and appalling act."

The stand taken by the Guardian w ill receive serious a t
tention by the en tire  radical movement. This is pa rticu la rly  
true because o f the Guardian's sym pathy fo r the Soviet Union 
and because of its vigorous opposition to the cold w ar and 
lo the U.S. governm ent’s anti-Soviet aims.

The Guardian stand on the executions is based on an 
elem entary and sound proposition — one that no genuine so
c ia lis t can argue w ith . Its ed itoria l states: “ The p la in fact is 
tha t in justice anywhere is a universal concern; and any man 
or woman who feels tha t a life  has been taken un jus tly  has 
the righ t — and the du ty  — to speak up.”

The ed ito ria l also states that there are bloody hands in 
both capita lis t and Soviet sectors of the globe, and tha t "some
th ing surely has gone w rong" w ith in  the Soviet countries.

A s im ila r v iew po in t is presented fo rce fu lly  in an
artic le  by E lm er Bendiner in the same issue o f the 
Guardian. E n titled  “ The 'crim es’ for which Im re Nagy was 
k ille d ."  th is piece is a thorough re fu ta tion  of the K re m lin ’s 
charges against Nagy and deserves to be w ide ly  circulated and 
read. Here 1 would like  to discuss the conclusion he poses. 
He says:

“ The executions seemed designed to shatter the hopes of 
those for whom socialism means not only m ateria l benefits 
but social justice as w e ll; who saw on the horizon the prospect 
ol a socialist society, equipped w ith  s fu ll parliam entary de
mocracy and a non-po litica l ju d ic ia ry  such as the capita list 
w o rld  has never known. The verd ic t seemed to say that, for the 
present at least, it  was enough to make socialism w ork for the 
people, but fa ta l to insist that i t  be of or by the people." (Em
phasis in orig ina l.)

Something has gone wrong; there is no democracy in the 
Soviet Union — that is the terrible, but truthful, indictment 
that the Guardian presses against the Khrushchev regime. The 
causes and solution should be" thoroughly discussed in the 
radical movement, and I am sure they w ill be.

Socialism and Democracy
In this artic le. I would like  to present the point of view 

ot the Socialist W orkers Party on these questions. Some of 
the ideas w il l  be disputed — and wc welcome that. Others 
w il l  be agreed lo generally In any case the ir presentation 
should aid in the process of c la rify in g  one of the most bunting  
problems confronting the radical movement in this country and 
throughout the world.

Socialism and democracy are inextricab ly  linked. A 
broadening democracy —  of, by and for the w ork ing  people — 
was in the center of the program of the October 1917 revo lu tion 
and of the Bolshevik party. The socialist overtu rn  established 
;• stale power based on genuinely democratic popular organ
izations —. the Soviets, or workers, soldiers and peasants 
councils.

In the period from 1923 to 1928. on the background of in 
herited poverty, exhausting c iv il w ar and im peria list encirc le
ment. the regime of w orkers ’ democracy was crushed by a 
privilege-seeking bureaucracy, which has rtiled  the USSR to 
th is day. This degeneration of the w orkers’ state is w hat went 
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time. The Hungarian events 
sharpened divisions within the 
bureaucracy. Capitalizing on 
this. Soviet jvorkers in key fac
tories conducted a number of 
limited strikes that won wage 
improvements while defeating 
speeded-up work norms.

When last Ju ly  the power 
struggle between M olotov and 
Kaganovich on the one hand 
against Khrushchev and Zhu
kov on the other came to a 
head the victors had again to 
denounce S ta lin is t crimes and 
premise new economic reforms, 
as they enlisted the support of 
the workers fo r the purge of 
the ir rivals.

A t the same time, “ fr ie n d ly ” 
ties were renewed once more 
w ith  the Yugoslavs. In the 
weeks fo llow ing  the Hungarian 
revo lu tion , the T ito  regime had 
been rev iled  and Soviet eco
nomic aid to it cut off. Renew
al of ties gave new encourage
ment to the tendencies seeking 
national independence in East
ern Europe and w orkers ' par
tic ipa tion  in the management 
of industry through such means 
as the Yugoslav w orkers ’ coun
cils. (Shortly  before reopening 
negotiations w ith  the Yugo
slavs, Khrushchev, speaking in 
Czechoslovakia, made it a spec
ial point to attack the Yugoslav, 
in s titu tion  of w orkers’ councils.) 
'LET FLOWERS BLOOM’

Meanwhile, in China, the 
Hungarian revo lu tion  received 
so much popular sympathy, that 
the Mao regime decided to fo re 
stall revo lu tionary  develop
ments w ith  a libera l line of its 
own. This was the famous “ Let- 
a-100-Flowers-B loom" policy in 
which freedom of c ritic ism  was 
promised and in which the 
workers were promised a lim 
ited voice in fac tory  manage
ment.

The resu lt o f these conces
sions, too, went fa r beyond the 
lim its  intended by the Chinese 
CP leaders. A student move
ment arose in all the princ ipa l 
universities w ith  demands for 
socialist democracy. The leaders 
in many cases were Young 
Communists. The bureaucracy 
was confronted w ith  a grave 
threat of a H ungarian-type ex
plosion in w hich the student 
movement w ould merge w ith  a 
w orkers ' ris ing. To prevent such 
a development the Mao regime 
launched a crackdown on 
"rightists" — as it called the 
student leaders, ditched its 
"bloom-and-contend" policy and 
drove all opposition again into 
silence.

W ith  the purge of Zhukov, 
last October, Khrushchev rose 
to unriva led pre-eminence in 
the bureaucracy and concen
trated sufficient power into his 
hands to settle inner-bureau
cratic conflicts — thus p laying 
a role analogous to the one 
plaved by Stalin.
H IT  ‘R EV IS IO N IS M ’

Together w ith  the Chinese, 
Khrushchev then set about re 
imposing a w ork ing  discipline 
on a ll the Communist Parties 
of Eastern Europe and of the 
rest of the w orld . The meeting 
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Calif. 'Loyalty' 
Oath Is Voided

JULY 1 — California's law' 
requiring Loyalty Oaths of 
c i t i z e n s  and institutions 
claiming tax exemptions was 
declared unenforceable by 
the U.S. Supreme Court yes
terday. Most affected by the 
d e c i s i o n  were California 
Churches and non-profit or
ganizations, and veterans 
who, up to now had to swear 
a loyalty oath before being 
exempted from certain' State 
properly taxes. While not 
ruling on the constitution
ality of the law itself, the 7 
to 1 decision held that the 
law was unenforceable be
cause the burden of proving 
his loyalty was pul on the 
taxpayer himself: thereby
violating the "due process" 
clause of the Fourteenth 
Amendment.

ReutherHelps 

Chrysler to 

Break S trike

Govt Puffs Up Slim 
Seasonal Job Rise

By Frances James
JULY 1— A strike by United 

Auto W o r k e r s  Local 1245 
against Chrysler Corporation’s 
missile plant near Deiro:l was 
broken when the UAW  In ter
national threatened to place an 
administrator over the local 
and the District Court granted 
the company's request for an 
injunction against mass picket
ing.

As long ago as May 12, 93% 
of the members of UAW  Loca1 
1245 at the plant voted to strike  
md asked fo r In ternationa l 
authorization to do so. Since 
'hat time the local has been 
negotiating w ith  the company 
over d iscrim ination  a g a i n s t  
union members in h iring  p ro 
cedures. reclassification o f work, 
overtim e schedules, etc. Sever
al weeks ago, according to the 
Tune 23 New York Times. A. ' 
Hughes, assistant ch ie f of lh< 
U AW  C hrysler Department 
charged that C hrysler was 
freezing out the union in h iring  
at the plant.

The p lant once produced je t 
planes fo r W orld W ar II and 
was v ir tu a lly  closed when 
plane production dropped after 
the war. In January 1957 it 
was awarded a $52,000.000 gov
ernment contract for missiles 
production. W ith in  the last 
eight months ovci 4.000 new 
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Dues Protest Group 
Wins Union Votes

The Dues Protest group in 
the United Steel Workers is 
currently rejoicing over three 
victories. Its candidate. Harry 
L. Burton Jr. was elected 
president of Local 1256 in 
the Monongahela V a l l e y .  
Donald Rarick, leader of the 
group formed in 1956 to*pro- 
tesi a $2 monthly dues raise, 
won the presidency of Irvin  
Works Local 2227, and Frank 
W. O'Brien, the presidency 
of Local 1843 in Hazelwood, 
Pa.

A demonstration of 40.000 in Hanover, Germany, meet lo protest arming Germany with 

nuclear weapons. The banner reads, "Away With Rockets — Away With [ JosefJ Strauss" 

(West German defense minister). West Gerfhans are opposed to their country being used 

as a military base for atomic war preparations.

Washington Stalls 
On Nuclear Test Ban

An Editorial

By Marvel Scholl 
Millions of words have been 

written about the rise of de 
Gaulle to power in France. 
Political analysis of all shades 
have pontificated about the 
hows and the whys of this new 
rise of reaction on the backs of 
the French people, right in the 
bastion of the most historically 
militant working class in the 
Western world.

More m illions  of words w ill 
ro ll off the presses before the 
issue of France is decided. But 
one th ing is certain. No m atter 
how many words are spoken or 
w ritte n , it is fhc French w o rk 
ing class which w ill have the 
lost say —• and even I hough 
today it m ight seem that they 
have taken a fr ig h tfu l setback, 
it is a fact tha t th is class has 
not linen deris ive ly  defeated.

The London D a ily  Express, 
on the day that dc Gaulle was 
invested, said, "he comes to 
power over a w ork ing  class that 
is sullen and angry.”

Sullen and angry. And, lo r 
the moment, lcadcrless. 
WORKERS WERE READY  

The role the Communist 
Party played in the vise of de 
Gaulle is one of o u tr ig h t treach
ery, repeating anew the be

trayals of 1944 when an armed, 
experienced and revo lu tionary 
w ork ing  class emerged from  a l
most five years of occupation 
by the Nazis. In 1944 the CP 
was the biggest and most pow 
erfu l party in France. The 
masses were ready and w illin g  
lo take the power and start 
France off on the road lo so
cialism. They had the ir army, 
the Maquis, which had fought 
the Nazis throughout the war.

Instead of faking the power, 
the CP, obeying Kremlin dic
tates, handed it over lo the 
capitalists, entered a popular- 
front government, disarmed the 
workers, and settled down to 
b e t r a y  and disorient the 
class.

The ir role in the events of 
May and June. 1958. is en tire ly  
in keeping w ith  the ir past his
tory.

But what of this class which 
has been so badly misled by 
hntli the Communist Party of 
Thorez and the Socialist Party 
of M ollct? Is it so apathetic 
that it cannot, w il l  not, rise in 
its own defense, w ith  a new 
and m ilita n t leadership forged 
in the heat of the present bat
tle? Let us look at the liv in g  
standards in France today to

In  the early days of the CIO, the 
N LR B told the Ford company to negoti
ate w ith  the uniofi. Ford ’s personnel man, 
H arry  Bennett replied the company would 
negotiate “ u n til hell freezes over,”  but 
would never sign a -'contract. The U.S. 
government appears to be pursuing the 
same tactic in re la tion to w orld  demand 
for a halt to nuclear testing.

Despite clear-cut offers from  the So
vie t Union to negotiate an inspected test- 
ban, and despite a Soviet decision to ha lt 
its own tests un ila te ra lly , W ashington has 
sought every possible p re text fo r avoiding 
such an agreement.

W ith  extrem e reluctance it fina lly  
agreed lo “ p re lim in a ry ”  negotiations—at 
the curren t Geneva parley of exports— 
to be s tr ic tly  confined to a discussion of 
w hat k ind  of inspection provisions could 
be established assuming a ban is agreed 
upon.

The State Departm ent specified that 
it  would enter these negotiations only on 
condition tha t the meeting did not com
m it the U.S. to an agreement to ha lt the

tests. This stand is based on an alleged 
concern for discovering if  adequate, in 
spection measures could be established. 
It flies in the face of irre fu tab le  scientific 
evidence that no atomic blast of any size 
can escape undetected even w ith o u t the 
elaborate inspection provisos that the So
v ie t Union has indicated i t  would accept

The curren t delaying tactics by 
Dulles only exposes how hypocritica l 
were the howls that went up at the time 
lhe Soviet Union announced suspension 
of its  tests. Then the W ashington propa
ganda machine insisted tha t because the 
Soviet Union had w aited u n til its  test 
series was over before announcing the 
suspension th is only showed bad fa ith .

But the U.S. governm ent has not 
only stalled u n til its  cu rren t Pacific test 
blasts are at an end, or nearly at an end. 
but i t  seems intent on sta lling  u n til it 
gets through its next series.

No amount of anti-Soviet propaganda 
can obscure Ihc fact tha t the onus for 
continu ing poisoning of the atmosphere 
rests squarely w ith  Washington.

A  Report on How French Workers Lire
sec how conditions arc d riv in g  
the workers tow ard glass s trug 
gle.
AVERAGE WAGE

The average wage of the 
French male w orke r in indus
try  is approxim ately 40.000 
francs a month (about $100.00). 
For women the scale is much 
low er — from 19.000 francs 
($47.50) to 35.000 francs ($87.50). 
S k illed  workers, technicians, 
teachers, labora tory workers, 
etc.. average about 50,000 
francs (about $125.00).- One 
w orker I ta lked to, a machinist 
in Renault. France's largest 
autom obile factory, car,ns 60.000 
francs ($150.00) a month — but 
in order to earn this much lie 
has to w ork  ten hours a day. 
six days a week.

In almost every fam ily  both 
husband and w ife  w ork. Small 
ch ildren arc cared fo r in day 
ni rserics n n lil they arc four, 
when they go lo school. Older 
children take care o f them 
selves after school unless there 
is a grandm other or elder aunt 
in Ihc fam ily.

French workers spend from 
60 % to 70% of their income 
for food alone.

D uring the past year food 
prices have doubled. It costs

of Am erican

approxim ate ly 
Butter, coffee,

as much to feed a fam ily  in 
Paris as it does in the United 
States And this despite the 
fact that wage levels average 
one third those 
workers.

Meat c o s t s  
$1.25 per pound, 
eggs, m ilk  and vegetables run 
American prices a close race. 
There are only tw o things 
which arc cheap in France— 
w ine and flowers. And even 
w ine has doubled in price d u r
ing the past year. A litre  ol 
o rd inary  table w ine  used to 
cost 85 francs (20 cents). Today 
the cheapest is 150 (38 cents). 
To a Frenchman w ine on the 
tabic is as im portan t as meat, 
l i  is not a lu xu ry . It is a tra 
d ition.
NEW TAXES

D uring  the short reign of the 
P flim lin  government it was an
nounced that new taxes would 
lie imposed to raise 80 m illion  
francs to carry ,on the A lgerian 
v.-ar. Added to the already stag
gering burden of income taxes 
ar.d d irect and indirect taxes 
the French people pay, this can 
only mean the fu rth e r worsen
ing o f the standards o f liv in g .

Housing in France, especially 
in  Paris and its suburbs, is a

sin and a shame. Paris is one 
of the most beautifu l cities in 
the w o r ld — arch itectura l w on
ders, museums filled  w ith  much 
ol the w orld 's  best art, beauti
fu l parks, w ide, tree-lined ave
nues, w ith  tin y  lit t le  tw is ty  
streets so narrow  t bat the 
houses lin in g  them seem to 
lean out to meet one another 
in a canopy. Yet behind this 
facade of beauty w hich the 
o rd inary  tou ris t sees is the cor
rup tion  and decay which is the 
real Paris.

All of the housing in the first 
seven Arrondissments (districts) 
;n Paris have been officially-de
clared unfit for habitation, and 
mosl of them have been con
demned. It is in these areas 
thel the workers and the stu
dents live.

L c l me describe just one of 
ihc houses in the L a tin  Q uar
ter where we were privileged 
to v is it frequently . An iron 
gate closes off the courtyard 
from  the slroct. You pass down 
a narrow, dark passage filled 
w ith  garbage cans into a cob- 
ble-slone courtyard. It is like  
passing back in to  history. Our 
friends live  in the last of fou r 
houses which open onto the 
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W. G erm ans D e m o n s tra te  A g a in s t W eapons ¡Grabs Alibi 
To Stall on 
Jobless Aid

B y Gordon B a iley

A  slow ing dow n of tha  
ra te  at w h ich  the A m erican  
economy has been slid ing  
nlo depression is being touted 

by Administration and Con- 
iressional leaders as proof 
ihal the upturn has started and 
the economic crisis is over. 
With glib assurances that "the 
bottom has been reached," 
leaders of both parties have 
urned their backs on pleas for 

public w o r k s  programs, a 
neaningful expansion of un
employment insurance or any 
other effective measures to aid 
(he jobless.

As evidence of Ihc “ 1'cces- 
,ion's end" government spokes- 
n rn  point to May and June 
tat ¡sties on construction, m an

ufacturing. and employm ent. In  
he.se- sectors of the economy 
hero was a slight rise over 
he A p r il figures.

Construction awards in May 
registered a $5 m illion  gain 
over A p ril and equaled May 
1957. Industria l production rose 
>nc index point in May, though 
>1111 12% below a year ago.
-tool m ills  operated at 64% of 

capacity a fte r runn ing  fo r sev- 
•ral months at below 50%. O f
ficial figures on insured unem
ployed (only a part of the to ta l 
iobless:) show a drop of 200.000 
from the m idd le  of May lo  the 
middle of June.

A closer look at these figures 
hows a fa r less rosy p. ospect 
han that he’d out by Eisen

hower. T lie  rise in construction 
ac tiv ity  is centered en tire ly  in 
home bu ild ing , and state and 
federal pub lic  works. The key 
factor — priva te  capital invest
ment in new plants and pro- 
luction equipment, shows no 
ngn o f p ickup. From a $37 b il
lion level last year, capital 
¡pending fo r 1958 is projected 
at $30 b illion , a 17% drop: And 
c^'cn th is figu ie  may not be 
realized i f  the summer up tu rn  
is not sustained.
BLOW  TO UPTURN

The financial ed ito r of 1 lie 
C h r i s t  i a n Science M onito r 
points out the significance of 
this in an article, June 9. The 
halt in capital investment, he 

I w rites, "reflects thousands of 
business decisions, cancelling 

I out m illions ol dollars of new 
priva te  spending, and of course, 
m illions of jobs." He adds, " It 
r?cords a large failure of con
fidence in the business com
munity and comes as a blow to 
those who had hoped that the 
economic tide could be turned 
quickly."

Besides the const; notion in 
dexes. other indications of an 
upturn prove to have an 
equally hollow  ring. The fact 
that the drop in unemployment 
is accounted almost en tire ly  by 

; seasonal employment in agri
cu ltu re  and outdoor construc
tion shows there is lit t le  basic 
change.

Even w ith  the most favorable
• in te rpreta tion put on tlie M ay- 
; | June stalisties, no serious econ- 
i omist experts any real decline
■ in unemployment this year. The 
: staff of the Congressional Jo in t 
. Economic Committee calculates 
. that on the basis of “ op tim is tic ”  
. assumptions, u n e m p lo y m e n t

w ill be as high as 5.500,000 
[ next w in te r Under loss op ti- 
I m istie assumptions, I He staff 

s a i d ,  “ unemployment would 
I rise to as many as 7.000.000 in 
. tho first quarter of next year.”
t Checking past rates of ro-
• covery from recessions, the 

Committee staff concluded that
r an economic level sufficient to 
. assure reasonable full employ- 
| men! "is unlikely lo be reached 
i before m id-1959 at the earliest: 
l and miqhi not be achieved until 
, late 1960.”
1 Long before 1960 Eisenhower
■ and Congress w il l  have to lake
■ off th e ir rose tin ted glasses 

and (ace ihc  insistent demands 
of the jobless workers and the

‘ unions fo r effective anti-reces
sion measures.
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Why the Kremlin 
Killed Nagy

By Myra Tanner Weiss

The W orker, weekly voice oí the Com m unist Party,
in  an e d ito r ia l,  Ju n e  29, gave 
e x e c u tio n  o f Im re  N a g y  and 
munists. Said the editors o f Hu.* 
W orker, "There is no doubt 
that the accused were g u ilty  of 
the most serious crimes against 
the Hungarian Peoples' Party 
. . . Nagy, M aleter and the ir 
co-conspirators were g u ilty  of 
high treason."

With this approving support 
ol the Kremlin's execution of 
their former comrades, fhe 
Communist Party completed a 
360-degree turn. In  1949 the 
Com m unist Party, in the tra 
d ition  o f S talin ism , accepted 
the ve rd ic t against Lazio Rajk. 
I t  approved his execution. In 
1950, after the Hungarian high 
court i  nder \the Rakosi regime, 
absolve Rajk of gu ilt, reha
b ilita ted  and re-buried him , the 
A p r il 2, 1956 D a ily  W orker
condemned the "fram e-up  of 
R ajk and other Hungarian Com
m unist leaders”  as a "betraya l 
of the socialist movement." 
W illiam  Z. Foster, reacting to 
a ll o f Khrushchev’s revelations 
about S ta lin ’s regime, demand
ed in the same issue, an ex
p lanation fo r the "S ta lin  c u lt”  
and its crimes. "The workers 
have every rig h t to in fo rm ation  
on this m atte r," said Foster.

Now the W orker is back 
where it started. Once more it 
takes the word o f the K rem lin  
as gospel tru th . In  1949 the 
Communist Party at least had 
a "confession" and a public 
tr ia l to go by. This tim e it 
doesn’t get that and doesn’t 
even ask why not.

The W orker ed ito ria l says 
tha t "facts are facts evfen when 
they are hard." Quite true. 
And here are some facts that 
the W orker should explain. 
SOME HARD FACTS

There is the fact that Nagy 
was a Com m unist fo r fo rty  
years. He lived  in the Soviet 
Union foi about 15 years and 
returned to H ungary as an ap
pointed m in is te r in 1944. And 
there is the fact tha t the H un
garian Com m unist Party, in 
c luding Kadar, put Nagy in 
power in October 1956 and sup
ported his governm ent and its 
reforms.

its stamp of approval to the 
three other H ungarian Corn-

crossed the border in to  H un
gary, the Nagy government 
w ithd rew  from  the Warsaw 
Pact and declared its neu tra l
ity . W ith  incred ib le  naivete, it 
appealed to the United Nations 
fo i the aid “ of the fou r great 
powers in defending the coun
tr y ’s n e u tra lity ."

One can disagree with these 
policies of the Nagy govern
ment — as we certainly do. 
But how do they add up to 
"extreme reaction" as th e  
Worker editors portray the 
Nagy government? Woilld the 
withdrawal of Soviet troops 
mean "a fascist regime was im 
pending"? Would the granting 
of freedom to oppositional 
parties spell the end ol "social
ism" in Hungary? Were the 
workers loo weak or loo un
willing to defeat fascists that 
undoubtedly had crawled out 
of their holes?

Nagy’s appointm ent of a co
a lition  governm ent was certa in 
ly  not a socialist move. But 
neither was the im position of 
K adar’s governm ent by Soviet 
tanks. Both practices were in 
the S ta lin is t trad ition . Nagy’s 
appeal to the United Nations 
was not a socialist appeal. 
Socialists recognize the UN as 
essentially an instrum ent o f the 
im peria lis t powers. But it  was 
in keeping w ith  S ta lin is t por
traya l of th is body as a true 
"a rb ite r”  of in te rna tiona l dis
putes.

Even the Kadar government, 
when it overthrew  the Nagy 
regime, did not dare to call 
Nagy an im peria lis t agent, con
spirator, or fascist p lotter. The 
Kadar g o v e r n m e n t  merely 
claimed that Nagy “ had come 
under the pressure of the re 
action and become im potent.” 
Is “ impotence”  grounds for 
hanging?
'NOBLE A IM S'

Nor did the Kadar govern
ment view  the revo lu tion as an 
“ im peria lis t p lo t.”  In  taking 
power, Kadar said, “ The mass 
movement w hich started on 
October 23 in our country had

There is the fact that the 
Nugy governm ent did every
th ing  in its pow er to ha lt the 
revo lu tionary  struggle of the 
workers before acknow ledging 
it as victorious. On Oct. 28 it 
ordered a cease-fire. A lm ost all 
its proclamations to the H un
garian people appealed fo r the 
restoration of “ calm and order” 
w ith  only a promise that all 
ju s t demands w ould be met.

The ind ictm ent of Nagy, sup
ported by The W orker editors, 
portrayed the October revo lu 
tion  as a “ counte r-revo lu tion 
ary upris ing ,”  the result o f a 
conspirator’s “ p lo t.”  But here 
are the words o f the present 
puppet-ru le r o f H ungary, Janos 
Kadar, spoken on the occasion 
of the reorganization of the 
Hungarian Communist Party, 
Nov. 1, 1956. Kadar said that 
the old parly had "degenerated 
to a medium of despotism and 
national slavery through the 
blind and criminal policy of the 
Hungarian representatives of 
Stalinism —  Rakosi and his 
clique." His statement con
cluded with fhe observation, 
"Our people have proved with 
their blood t h e i r  intention 
to support unflinchingly the 
Government's efforts for the 
complete withdrawal of Soviet 
forces."

W hat was the record o f the 
Nagy governm ent in power? I t  
abolished the hated secret po
lice. I t  recognized the W orkers 
Councils hoping through negoti
ations to disarm the workers.

A t the same time, Nagy 
formed a coalition government, 
lik e  that set up by S ta lin  in 
1945, composed of Communists, 
Social Democrats, Smallholders 
tn d  Peasant parties. None of 
these were fascist movements. 
A ll promised to defend na tion 
alized property  in land and in 
dustries.
APPEAL TO UN

The Nagy governm ent negoti
ated fo r Soviet troop w ith d ra w 
al. When new Soviet forces

the noble aims of rem edying 
an ti-P a rty  and anti-dem ocratic 
crimes com m itted by Rakosi 
and his associates." The first 
po in t in K adar’s program  was 
a promise to secure “ our na
tional independence and our 
coun try ’s sovereignty" and end
ed w ith  a promise to negotiate 
fo r a w ithd raw a l o f Soviet 
troops "a fte r the restoration of 
calm and order.”

It is true that had Nagy been 
a Communist in the tradition 
oi. Lenin instead of Stalin, he 
would have pursued an entirely 
different course. He would have 
called on the Workers' Coun
cils to take stale power instead 
of looking to non-socialist al
lies and appealing to the UN.

But that would not have 
made him  more popular w ith  
the K rem lin . Far from  it. For 
these dem ocratically elected 
councils, led in several key 
areas by rank-and-file  Commu
nists, were the enemy the 
K re m lin  feared most. They 
were the organs of the w o rk 
ers’ revo lu tion  fo r socialist de
mocracy. In Ndvember-Deeem- 
ber 1956, when Nagy had been 
removed from  the scene and 
the pro-capita list elements had 
gone back in to h id ing or fled 
the country, these councils o r
ganized a six-week general 
s trike  of the entire  H ungarian 
w ork ing  class in the teeth of 
the Soviet armed forces. F in a l
ly, they, too, were crushed by 
bureaucratic armed m ight.

Nagy's reel crime in the eyes 
of the Kremlin was that he 
was lifted into power by a 
working-class revolution that 
displayed such heroic tenacity. 
Although he served the revolu- j 
lion ill, he was murdered be
cause he was associated with it. 
His frame-up and execution 
mirror the hatred and tear the 
Kremlin holds for the authentic 
s o c i a l i s t  movement of the 
Soviet-bloc working class. I

Real Aims of Hungarian Revolution
The Kremlin's indictment of 

Im re Nagy and three other 
Hungarian leaders, announcing 
also their execution, portrayed 
the Hungarian revolution of 
October 1956 as a "counter
revolution." This could only 
mean that those who fought 
supposedly aimed at the restor
ation of capitalism and a fascist 
regime or a dictatorship spon
sored by the imperialist powers 
of the West. In  December 1956 
the Moscow weekly, New 
Times, a ttem pting to ju s tify  the 
use o f the Red A rm y against 
the H u n g a r i a n  revolution, 
nevertheless, declaimed ind ig 
nantly : “ It w ould be an insu lt 
to the intelligence of the H un
garian w orker, fa rm er and in 
te llectual to believe . . . they 
were eager to reestablish the 
old regime o f capita lism  and 
landlords w ith  a ll the b ru ta lity  
and savagery that were charac
te ris tic  of the H orthy years.”

U ndoubtedly there were fas
cists and im peria lists agents at 
w ork during  the revolt. But the 
mass o f revo lu tionary  fighters 
wanted a regime of socialist 
democracy and of national in 
dependence based on revo lu 
tionary organs of struggle. We 
publish below excerpts from  a 
few  of the voices of these 
workers, soldiers and youth. 
They speak fo r themselves:

Oct. 24: W orkers Council at 
M iskolc demanded a govern
ment “ in the sp irit o f Bela Kun 
and Laszlo R ajk.”  Communist 
leaders.

Oct. 25: That same W orkers 
Council demanded a govern
ment “ composed o f comm u
nists devoted to the p rinc ip le  
of pro le tarian internationalism , 
who are above all Hungarians 
and respect our national tra d i
tions.”

Oct. 26: P o in t five o f the 
H ungarian arm y officers pro
gram called fo r “ the creation 
of a H ungarian socialism on a 
rea lly  democratic basis.”

Oct. 28: The National Coun
cil of Trade Unions called fo r 
the fo rm ation  of W orkers’ 
Councils and defined then- 
tasks as fo llow s: " I t  [a council] 
decides upon every question 
related to production, manage
ment and care of the plant. In 
order to d irect production the 
workers council w il l elect five 
to 15 persons as a managing 
board to assist the permanent 
d irector of the p lant . . .  I t  is 
responsible to the whole body 
o f workers. The main task of 
the council is to guarantee o r
der and d iscip line at w ork 
places and to start production. 
It must defend — w ith  the 
help of all workers — then- 
common live lihood, the fac
tories.”

Oct. 28: The G y o r - Sopron 
County N ational Defense Com
m ittee o f the Hungarian W ork 
ers (Com m unist) P arty : “ This 
is not a counter-revo lu tion but 
the national movement o f the 
Hungarian w ork ing  people. The 
w orkers and peasants in G yor- 
Sopron County do not want the 
restoration of the power of 
m anufacturers and landlords; 
the national revo lu tion  is not 
aimed at the restoration of the 
old regime.

Oct. 29: A  delegation repre
senting students of Sopron re
ported the ir views in Gyor: 
“ Many o f the demands of the 
Sopron students agree w ith  the 
demands made by the trade 
unions and the Petofi C lub . . . 
[b u t] they do not agree w ith  
the present composition o f the 
Parliam ent and the government 
. . . They demand tha t a new 
parliam ent be formed from  rep-

Scene above shows the Kilian Barracks in Hungary in 1956 after the revolutionary 
fighters had been driven out. It was here that General Pal Maleter. veteran Communist, 
heroically fought for "the creation of a Hungarian socialism on a really democratic basis." 
He has since been secretly tried and executed by the Kremlin.

resentatives of tow n and v illage 
national councils . . . They do 
not agree w ith  Im re  Nagy’s 
address yesterday in w hich he 
announced that the security 
police w ould be disbanded. 
They demand from  the govern
ment an announcement that 
the security police has already 
been dissolved.”

Oct. 31: Resolution of Gyor 
National Councils: The “ Coun
c il asks the other national coun
cils to jo in  w ith  it and states 
that the National Council of 
Borsod County and National 
Councils of Bacs-K iskun Coun
ty  and the W orkers’ Council of 
Csepcl Island have already 
jo ined." The Council "has de
cided to begin w ith in  24 hours 
negotiations w ith  the govern
ment fo r the fu lfillm e n t o f 'th e  
nation's demands . . The gov
ernment must call general sec
re t elections w ith  the partic ipa 
tion oi several parties by tne 
end of January 1957 at the 
latest Freedom of speech,
the press and re lig ion  must be 
guaranteed.”

Nov. 1 Radio Miskolc: "We
do not w ant the capitalists and 
large landowners to return. Wc 
do not w ant the form er H un
gary of the gentry. We w ant to 
live  a life  of equal rights. We 
w ant to be able to dispose 
free ly of our production and 
we want free democratic elec
tions. We support the small 
peasants, m iddle peasants *nnd 
a ll those collectives which were 
set up or w ill be set up on a 
free ly vo lun ta ry  ’basis."

Nov. 1 Radio Rajk: “ Com
rades, i f  the Communist Party 
wishes to continue in the lead
ing and gu id ing  role . . .  it 
must proclaim  and demand im 
m ediate ly and loud ly  a ll that 
the Hungarian people r ig h t
fu lly  demand.............. The Soviet
leaders must see tha t they 
cannot change the beliefs . . . 
o f our nation by using bayo
nets, nor can H ungarian youth

be won over to the lo fty  ten
ets ol M arxism -Lenin ism  by a t
tempts to transform  them into 
Russians.”

Nov. 3 Radio Rajk: "Le t us 
expla in to our Russian and 
other comrades abroad that 
there was a tim e when the l ib 
erating Soviet A rm y  reached 
the frontiers of Hungary [1944], 
when at least ha lf o f the na
tion placed its trus t in the Com
munist Party. Let us explain 
w ith  b lun t frankness that, as a 
result o f the behavior of the 
occupying Soviet A rm y, we ob
tained only one-sixth o f the 
vote in the ensuing free elec
tion. Te ll them fra n k ly  tha t our 
Party today is altogether on the 
b rin k  of bankruptcy . . . Tell 
our comrades that a new oc
cupation may assure that H un
gary w ill rem ain a Russian 
colony fo r some lim e. . . . But 
the lo fty  tenets of M arxism - 
Leninism  w il l  have disappear
ed w ithou t trace from  our 
coun try ."

Nov. 5 Radio Rajk: ” Com- 
rrdes, blood is again being shed 
in our unfortunate  country. The 
leaders o f the Soviet Union 
have reverted to S ta lin ’s and 
Rakosi's te rro ris t colonial pol
icy. They betrayed us w h ile  
we conducted what appeared to 
be fr ie n d ly  negotiations w ith  
them, and the ir tanks and guns 
have again begun to com m it 
mass-murder . . .  By th is bar
barous act, they have made it 
impossible fo r a Communist 
Party  ever to exist openly and 
honestly in our country . . . 
Comrades the place of every 
honest H ungarian Communist 
is on the barricades.”

Nov. 7 Radio Rackoczi: Dun- 
apentele is the foremost So
c ia lis t town in H ungary. The 
m a jo rity  of residents are w o rk 
ers, and power is in th e ir hands 
. . . The workers w il l  defend 
the town from  Fascist excesses 
. . . but also from  Soviet
troops . . .

Nov. 8 Radio Rajk: “ Com
rades, let us preserve the 
fighting s p ir it o f M arxism - 
Leninism , let us continue to 
fight w ith in  the fram ew ork of 
our betrayed and outraged 
Party for the independence oi 
tire Socialist Hungarian nation."

Nov. 12 Manifesto of Armed 
Revolutionary Youth: “ In  the 
name of the dead, in the name 
oi the dead of the Hungarian 
and Russian peoples, we accuse 
him  I K adar] and call him  to 
account, him  and his bosses, 
the responsible leaders of the 
Soviet government. As evidence 
of our strength, we w il l  keep 
up the s trike  as long as a 
single soldier is on our coun
t r y ’s te rrito ry . For a neutral, 
independent, democratic and 
Socialist H ungary !”

Nov. 12 Resolution of the 
Workers' Councils of the l l lh  
District of Budapest: “ We wish 
to emphasize that the revo lu 
tionary  w ork ing  class consid
ers the factories and the land 
the property of the w ork ing  
people . The people have 
pul the ir fa ith  in the w orkers ' 
councils to make certain that 
the w il l  o f the people continues 
to be carried out. .We demand 
that the au tho rity  of the w o rk 
ers’ councils be expanded and 
reaffirm ed by the governm ent 
in the economic, cu ltu ra l and 
social fields . . . Wc demand 
that a date be set fo r free elec
tions in w hich only those par- 
lies may partic ipate  tha t rec
ognize and have always recog
nized the Socialist order, based 
on the p rinc ip le  tha t means of 
production belong to the so
cie ty.”

This is only a sampling of 
the heroic voices of Hungarian 
revolutionists. Can they be 
twisted lo spell "reaction?" 
They sound like the voices of 
the Russian workers in October 
1917. They are the voices that 
were silenced by the present 
Soviet regime.

...Seek Return to Stalin-Type Rule
(Continued from Page I )

of 64 Com m unist Parties in 
Moscow last November marked 
the firs t step in tha t d irection. 
The “ leading position”  of the 
Soviet Com m unist Party  was 
reaffirm ed there, and "rev is ion 
ism ”  — a label applied to those 
who continued critic ism  of the 
Soviet and Eastern bureaucratic 
regimes — declared to be the 
greatest ev il w ith in  the CP’s. 
O nly the Yugoslavs refused to 
sign the p rinc ipa l declaration 
of the conference, although 
they subscribed to the m ani
festo on peace.

When al iheir party Congress 
in April, the Yugoslavs indi
cated lhat they would not sub
ordinate themselves to the 
Kremlin, but would continue
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I to uphold their country’s na
tional independence and their 
criticisms of Stalinism, they 
came in for Moscow's and Pe
king's ferocious attack. It was 
designed to force the Yugo
slavs to capitulate or. at the 
very least, to isolate them once 
again from the East European 
satellites.

Where the Yugoslavs stood 
firm , Gom ulka, fearfu l o f So
viet m ilita ry  in te rvention , has 
been cap itu la ting  to the K rem 
lin. He cracked down on “ ra- 
visionists”  in his party — often 
the men who helped h im  to 
power, moved to cripp le  the 
w orkers ’ councils, and in the 
course o f the last several days 
lined up completely w ith  the 
Soviet-Chinese attacks upon the 
Yugoslavs.

I t  is true that economic re 
forms are being continued 
throughout the Soviet o rb it. 
The regime is seeking to meet 
its promises fo r increased l iv 
ing standards and has granted 
a series of im portan t conces
sions to the peasants.

In Eastern Europe, it  is re 
ported that the Soviet govern
ment is sending more goods 
in to the countries than it  is 
tak ing  out. This is the reverse 
of re lations that obtained p rio r

to the Hungarian Revolution. 
In fact, the heavy tr ibu te  tha t 
the K re m lin  exacted from its 
satellites was one of the causes 
fo i the uprising.

But although the Kremlin 
does not dare wipe out those 
concessions — especially the 
economic — already made, it

seeks desperately to prevent 
any independent movement oi 
the mases from intervening as 
in Hungary to push the re
forms further to a complete 
liquidation of the bureaucratic 
despotism. Hence the need to 
turn to repression, to threaten, 
to bully and to purge.
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wrong in the Soviet Union.
Despite its subsequent bureaucratic d is tortion, ihe Rus- 

1 sian Revolution of 1917 was the greatest single step forw ard yet 
; taken by hum anity  in the long march tow aid a free and ra tiona l 
: w orld  order By replacing the capita lis t system w ith  nationalized 
I property and planning, the Soviet Union was able to grow 

s w ift ly  from  the most economically backward country o f 
Europe to the w o rld ’s second industria l power.

The Soviet Union is demonstrating that the abolition of 
capitalism eliminates the drive toward war, for no funda
mental contradictions impel the Soviet Union to go to war. 
The source of the war danger in the world today is the 

, advanced capitalist countries — above all the U.S. — whose 
ruling class must expand its investments and markets or die.

Again, w ith  the current recession in th is country, the con
tinu ing  grow th  o f the Soviet production machine is opening the 
eyes of many w orkers — as it did in the 1930’s — to the fact 
that boom-bust cycles are peculiar to capita lism  and are not 
operative under a planned economy.

But w h ile  the planned economy is proving its superio rity  
over capita lism  in such s tr ik in g  fashion, the te rrib le  crimes 
of the bureaucratic d icta torsh ip  against the people stand out 
g la ring ly . They tend to repel w ork ing  people from socialism 
and to tu rn  them against the Soviet Union.

The monstrous to ta lita rian  ru le  that came into being 
under S ta lin , and continues to preva il under Khrushchev, is 
not, as many have argued, a harsh but necessary means of 
preserving the Soviet Union from the counter-revo lu tionary  
aims of im peria lism . It is the reactionary means whereby a 
priv ilege-sw ollen bureaucracy protects its m ateria l gains and 
Dowers against the demand o f the people foi a more equitable 
d is tribu tion  o f the national product, fo r democratic contro l o f 
p lanning and fo r po litica l and cu ltu ra l freedom.

'Gendarmes and Bureaucrats'
This caste embraces millions ol state and party officials, 

plant and collective farm directors and the higher echelons 
oi the armed forces and the secret police. They enjoy a stan
dard of living outrageously higher than that of the masses. 
Their overriding concern is with the protection and preservation 
of their privileged position. There is thus a material base to 
the dictatorial course followed by the Kremlin.

The fo rw ard  march tow ard socialism demands the re 
moval of th is parasitic caste by the w orkers and the reestablish
ment o f Soviet democracy. For th is reason, 1 believe, the pres
ent regime should not be defined as "socia list." Im p lic it in the 
de fin ition is the conception lha t the regime can lead the 
workers to the achievement of the socialist goal. But events in 
the Soviet bloc countries are dem onstrating tha t the removal 
o f these regimes by the w orkers is the indispensable precon
d ition  fo r the realization of socialism.

The H ungarian revo lu tion  brought th is concept into sharp 
focus. Two speeches made jus t before the end of the Rakosi 
regime in summer of 1956 illustra tes how fa r Hungary was 
removed from  socialism. A t a meeting of 2,000 form er a n ti
fascist partisans in Budapest in June 1956, one of the two 
speakers was Professor G yula Hadju, a veteran of 50 years in  
Ihe socialist and com m unist movements. Me declared: "H ow  can 
the Communist leaders know w hat is going on? They never 
m ix  w ith  workers and ord inary people, they don’t meet them 
in street cars because they a ll ride automobiles, they don’t 
meet them at stores or in the m arket place because they have 
special stoies, they don’t meet them in the hospitals because 
they have special sanatoriums.”

And several days la te r came the tu rbu len t mass m eeting 
o f the Petofi Youth League Where the celebrated Communist 
w rite r, T ibor Dery, made the ring ing  declaration: " I I  is h igh 
tim e tha t an end be made to th is present regime o f gendarmes 
and bureaucrats!"

Pressure for Democratization
But, it may be argued, despite the te rrib le  methods em

ployed, those governments have fu rthered the developm ent of 
the nationalized economy and doesn’t th is mean that in  this 
basic sense they are w ork ing  fo r socialism?

A s im ila r claim  is sometimes made in th is country that 
d ic ta toria l, p riv ilege-devouring union bureaucrats are responsi
ble fo r the gains registered by the unions they dominate. Re
jecting  th is argument, union m ilitan ts  expla in that such gains 
"have been made despite the bureaucrats and only demonstrate 
that even a union w ith  a co rrup t leadership is better than no 
union. And such m ilitan ts  draw  the necessary conclusion that 
replacement of the bureaucrats by a m ilita n t leadership respon
sible to the rank and file is essential for the advancement of 
the union cause.

The historic developments in the Soviet orbit since the 
death of Stalin show that the workers of these countries are 
drawing a similar conclusion on a far grander scale. It  is their 
pressure for democratization that explains the frenzied turns 
by the Krem lin combining concessions to the people with  
terrible new repressions as signaled by the Nagy execution and 
the new onslaught on Yugoslavia.

The developm ent of this grass-roots movement fo r an 
end to bureaucratic rule is the inevitab le  product of the steady 
expansion' of the nationalized economy. This economy is so 
inherently  superior to capita lism  that it  has grown despite the 
crimes o f bureaucratic m ismanagement described by Khrushchev 
at the 20th Congress. B ut it  has now reached a scale where 
its continued expansion makes the fe tte rs of a narrow-m inded, 
self-seeking bureaucratic caste ever more intolerable.

In the developing conflict between the workers and 
the bureaucracy, socialists everywhere should take the ir stand 
w ith  the workers whose movement fo r democracy represents 
h istorica l progress. Th is means support fo r every move tow ard 
popular freedom and opposition to every effort to shore up 
bureaucratic rule.

Such a stand —  fo r the Soviet Union, but against the 
crimes of the bureaucrats — is equally essential from  the view  
point o f combating W all S treet’s efforts to exp lo it the crimes 
of the K re m lin  to poison the Am erican workers against the 
Soviet Union and against socialism.

Socialists need not shrink from stating frankly to the 
American workers lhat the existence of the bureaucratic dic
tatorship in the Soviet Union represents not socialism, but a 
setback for socialism — just as the control of many of their 
unions by corrupt bureaucrats represents a setback for unionism. 
Truth remains the indispensable weapon of the socialist move
ment.
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Wall St. Journal and Little Rock
The June 26 W all Street Journal 

welcomes the decision of Federal Judge 
Lem ley in Arkansas that w ould stop eight 
Negro children from  going to school 
again w ith  w h ite  students. The Journa l 
is happy fo r a “ breath ing spell.”  I t  is 
glad tha t L it t le  Rock w i l l  have “ an op
p o rtu n ity  fo r tempers to cool and for 
men to th in k .”

O f course the editors of the Journa l 
recognize that change w il l  come in the 
South, but they w ould like  it to “ come 
g radua lly  enough, q u ie tly  enough, so that 
change itse lf is not a shock and d isrup
tion  to the social order.”

This concern fo r moderation — slow 
change — is ra ther unusual fo r the Jour
nal editors. As a ru le  they are not out in 
fron t proposing “ s low ”  change on the 
w orld  scene. They seem to be fo r moder
ation on ly when it  comes to the struggle 
fo r freedom in America.

The W all Street Journal has always 
claimed it wants “ free/dom”  fo r the people 
in the Soviet orb it. But no one w il l  catch 
th is  B ig Business paper ca lling  fo r an end 
to nuclear tests, d isarm am ent,'and w ith 
draw al of a ll U.S. troops from  fore ign

bases to give tim e for “ tempers to cool 
and fo r men to th in k .”  I t ’s ready to spend 
the last do lla r of the Am erican people fo r 
w ar budgets (dropping big, ju ic y  profits 
in to  the pockets o f businessmen in  the 
process) and send U.S. marines to the fa r 
corners of the earth fo r not only quick 
and immoderate, but also h ig h ly  danger
ous “ change.”

Yet i f  one looks a l i t t le  deeper i t  is 
possible to see tha t the W a ll Street Jour
nal is not so inconsistent a fte r all. B i l
lionaires th in k  basically in  tune w ith  the 
cash register. J im  Crow is an extra  source 
of p ro fit to the capita lists. I t  cheapens 
labor and divides the workers. They have 
more solid reasons than a philosophy of 
moderation to hope lo r  a slow-passing, 
or none at a ll, o f the outrage and in justice  
of J im  Crow.

And the “ freedom ” th e y ’re preparing 
to go to w ar for, not so ca lm ly, m oderately 
or pa tien tly , is rea lly  th e ir  own freedom 
to make profits in  A frica , Asia, La tin - 
Am erica — and in  the Soviet o rb it. The 
editors o f the Journa l are not stupid. 
They ’re too sm art to te ll the tru th  even 
i f  they could see it. ,

"Blind Apologetics"
A t the height of the factional struggle 

in the Communist P arty  in 1957, D a ily  
W orker staff member M ax Gordon brand
ed the stand of the Fosterite w ing  of the 
party  leadership on the H ungarian revo
lu tion  as “ a p la tfo rm  of the old, b lind  
apologetics”  fo r the K rem lin . The shame
fu l ed ito ria l in the June 22 W orker w hich 
tries to whitewash the star chamber 
m urder of Im re Nagy and his associates 
demonstrates how accurately Gordon had 
pegged the basic program of Foster and 
company.

The W orker’s b lind  defense of the 
H ungarian executions and closely linked 
fram e-up attack on the Yugoslavs sheds 
much lig h t on the real reason w hy the 
Fosterite leaders were determ ined bo 
d rive  a ll dissident voices out of the party, 
regardless of cost. This d rive  could not 
be log ica lly  explained on the ’basis of 
any unbridgeable differences in program.

W hile  Foster and Davis pointed to 
the “ rev is ion ism ”  of Gates, the fact is 
they saw eye to eye w ith  h im  on such 
basic questions as the “ peoples an ti- 
monopoly coa lition ” w hich is the fancy 
name they use fo r supporting the Dem
ocratic party. The real issue of the 
struggle was the determ ination of the 
Fosterites to stamp out any tendency, no 
m atte r how s ligh t, toward ideological in 
dependence from  the K rem lin .

By using demagogic “ le f t ”  phrase-

ology about figh ting  fo r a class-struggle 
program, the Fosterites won the support 
of many m ilita n ts  in the party  who were 
repulsed by the unabashed reform ism  of 
Gates and who wanted to make the CP 
in to  a pa rty  capable of organizing the 
Am erican workers fo r socialism.

But the present stand of the party  
leadership, so crassly expressed in the 
ed ito ria l supporting the m urder of Nagy, 
should be convincing proof tha t i t  is not 
capable of w inn ing  the support of A m er
ican workers e ithe r fo r the Soviet Union 
or fo r the bu ild ing  of a socialist move
m ent at home. I t  can on ly fu rth e r isolate 
and discredit the party.

Class-conscious workers correctly  re 
act against in jus tice  no m a tte r where i t  
is com m itted, and th e ir m inds w i l l  not 
be d iverted from  the in justice  com m itted 
in  H ungary by hoarse shouts about the 
crimes of im peria lism .

The legal concept of coming in to  
court “ w ith  clean hands”  applies w ith  
fu l l  force in the court of working-class 
pub lic  opinion. Those in the Communist 

. P a rty  who are concerned w ith  proving 
to the Am erican workers tha t socialism 
and justice  are inseparable w i l l  demand 
a complete repud ia tion  of the W orke r’s 
d isgraceful ed ito ria l e ffo rt to whitewash 
an indefensible in justice. The ed ito ria l 
represents not the “ re tu rn  to Len in ism ” 
tha t was promised the pa rty  ranks, bu t a 
re tu rn  to the worst features of S talin ism .

Worker's Bookshelf
For Summer Reading

For those who plan to use 
part of th e ir vacations fo r 
reading or study Pioneer Pub
lishers recommends the fo l
low ing  lis t.
LITER A TU R E AND R EVO LU 
T IO N . By Leon Trotsky, 2S6 
pp. Previously $3.75. Now $1.98 
plus 15 cents postage.

The finest and most compre
hensive M arx is t w o rk  on art 
ye t w ritte n . T ro tsky  not only 
extends and enriches earlie r 
M a rx is t studies o f lite ra tu re ; he 
deals w ith  questions h istory 
had not placed before them: 
the a ttitude  of the w ork ing  
class and its pa rty  to a rt and 
artists a fte r the conquest of
state power.

« • »

UNADDRESSED LETTERS and 
ART AND SOCIAL L IFE . By 
G. Plekhanov. 243 pp $1.00.

This l it t le  book is valuable 
fo r its m a te ria lis t analysis of 
the role and meaning of a rt 
from  p rim itive  times to the
19th Century.

*  *  •

A N T I-D U H R IN G . By Frederick 
Engels. 546 pp. $1.35.

S tarting  out as a polemic, 
th is  w o rk  developed in to  a 
positive exposition of the d ia 
lectic method and the socialist
w o rld  outlook.

*  *  •

D IA LEC TIC S  OF NATURE. By 
Frederick Engels 496 pp. $1.50.

Engels expla ins the basic 
laws o f d ia lectica l thought, 
and illustra tes the ir w orkings 
by examples from  natura l sci
ence and mathematics.

*  » ♦

THE H ISTO RY OF A M E R I
CAN TRO TSK YISM . By James 
P. Cannon. 268 pp. Cloth $2.75 
Paper $2.00.

The book comprises a series 
o f tw elve lectures delivered in

New Y ork. An absorbing story 
of the struggle to bu ild  a re v 
o lu tiona ry  socialist pa rty  in  the 
U.S. from  the founding o f the 
Com m unist Party  to the launch
ing o f the Socialist W orkers
P arty  in  1938. *

•  •  »

THE E I G H T E E N T H  BRU- 
M A IR E  OF LOUIS BONA
PARTE. By K arl M arx. Cloth 
$1.50. Paper 75 cents.

In  1852, an adventurer made 
h im se lf d ic ta to r o f France u n 
der circumstances and in  a 
m anner th a t foreshadowed the 
rise o f “ strong-m an”  ru le  in  
modern times. H ig h ly  pertinen t 
as an aid in  understanding de 
G aulle ’s rise to power in  
France today.

•  *  *

OUT OF THE DEPTHS. By 
Barron B. Beshoar 372 pp. 
Regular price $3.50. Special for 
this column $3.00 plus 15 cents 
postage.

The Lud low  Massacre was the 
end resu lt o f a b itte r ly  fought 
s tr ike  of coal m iners against 
the Colorado Rockefeller in te r
est. I t  has become the prim e 
example of the class struggle 
in  its  most naked form . This 
book is a ca re fu lly  compiled 
document o f every stage of the 
struggle and reads like  an ex
c iting  novel.

• » •
THE JU DG M ENT OF JU LIUS  
A ND  ETH EL ROSENBERG. By 
John Wexley. 672 pp. Original 
price $6.00. Now $3.00 plus 20 
cents postage.

An intensive, ca re fu lly  docu
mented exam ination of the tr ia l 
o f the Rosenbergs and M orton 
Sobell. O f th is  book, Prof. 
Francis D. W orm uth  the West
ern P o litica l Review said: “ Ob
v ious ly  the D epartm ent o f Jus
tice cannot answer all criti

cisms. B u t unless i t  answers 
M r. W exley’s, we m ust con
clude tha t the Rosenberg case 
is our D reyfus case, outdoing 
the firs t in  sordidness, c rue lty  
and te rro r.”

*  •  •

THE N A K ED  GOD. By How
ard Fast. 197 pp. Regular price 
$3.50. Special price, $2.85, plus 
15 cents postage.

An absorbing and in fo rm a tive  
account o f the au thor’s per
sonal experiences w ith  S ta lin 
ism.

•  •  •

A U TO M A TIO N  AND  SOCIAL  
PROGRESS. By S. Lilley. 224 
pp. Regular price. $3.75. Spec
ial price, $3.00 plus 15 cents 
postage.

The technical aspects are ex
amined in  detail, and an ana ly
sis made o f its im pact on the 
social structure.

•  *  *

K A R L L IEB K N EC H T. By Karl 
W. Mayer. 180 pp. Regular 
price $3.25. Special price, $2.75 
plus 15 cents postage.

In  the generation since the 
assassination of th is  great revo
lu tio n a ry  leader there has been 
on ly  one other b iography of 
h im  w ritte n  and i t  has not been 
translated from  the German. 
This new biography in English 
w il l  f i l l  a deplorable gap in  the 
bookcases o f socialist-m inded 
Americans.

» *  *

FO U ND ATIO N S OF C H R IS T I
A N IT Y . By Karl Kautsky. 400 
pp. Original price $5,50. Now  
$3.00 plus 15 cents postage.

A profound h is to rica l study 
of the orig ins o f C h ris tian ity . 
A  M arx is t classic.

•  *  *

Order the above from  Pioneer 
Publishers, 116 U n ive rs ity  Place, 
New York 3, N .Y .

Two Speeches for United Socialist Ticket
(T h e ' following are excerpts 

from brief addresses by Joyce 
Cowley and Richard DeHaan 
to the New York United Inde
pendent - Socialist Conference 
held June 13-15. The addresses 
were made in the opening ses
sion, Friday night, June 13. 
Joyce Cowley was Socialist 
Workers Party candidate for 
New York mayor last year. 
Richard DeHaan is chairman of 
the Young Socialist Alliance. 
A report of the conference, the 
text of the draft platform and 
excerpts from other speeches 
were printed in the June 23 
and 30 issues of the M ilitant. 
— Ed.)

Joyce Cowley
The last tim e tha t I shared 

a p la tfo rm  w ith  V incent H a lli- 
nan, the main speaker of th is 
evening, was in the m ayoralty 
campaign of 1957, when I was 
the Socialist W orkers Party 
candidate. A t that tim e I ex
pressed the hope tha t a ll so
c ia lis t tendencies w ould be able 
to unite in election campaigns 
to challenge both capita list par
ties. In  th is Conference ton igh t 
—  in the various ind iv idua ls 
and tendencies represented and 
in th e ir determ ination to ad
vance the cause of independent 
socialist action in the election 
campaign— I see the Realization 
of that hope. And I am sure it 
looks like  the beginning of a 
successful campaign tha t w ill 
give voice to all those who 
seek to bu ild  a socialist society, 
free from  H-bombs, racism, 
w itch  hunts and economic ex
p lo ita tion .

A socialist campaign can te ll 
the tru th  about the Democratic 
and Republican parties. They 
can examine the record and 
show that both are pro-w ar 
parties, and tha t both have 
conducted w itch  hunts. Both 
have fa iled to enact a pro
gram fo r c iv il rights fo r  Ne
groes, or to enforce it. We can

JOYCE COW LEY

also b ring  socialist ideas to 
tens of thousands, and possibly 
hundreds of thousands of w o rk 
ers in New Y ork State . . . .  
ONE-PARTY SYSTEM

Above all, we w ant to bring 
the idea of independent, w o rk 
ing-class po litics to the workers 
of th is state. Because th is alone 
w ill make it possible to trans
fo rm  our present society and 
make the socialist fu tu re  a 
rea lity . This Conference m arks 
a break w ith  class collaboration 
in politics, w hich has paralyzed 
the labor movement and b lock
ed the form ation of a labor 
party. We rea lly  don’t have a 
tw o-party  system in Am erica, 
we have a one-party system, 
because both parties represent 
the same class interests. «

And I say i t ’s not practical 
to expect cap ita lis t parties to 
adopt policies contra ry  to the 
interests of the class they rep
resent.

Now, in looking at the h is
to ry  of th ird  parties, some peo
ple may feel discouraged, but 
remember that not a ll th ird  
parties have fa iled. The Re
publican P arty  was organized 
six years before it  elected a 
President. And tha t was be
cause i t  arose in a period of

national crisis, and answered 
the needs of that period. Today 
we are faced w ith  a w orld  
crisis, in w hich only the social
ists offer an a lte rna tive  to the 
anarchy of our present society. 
And this demands tha t they 
make a new po litica l start.

Now I don’t have any i l lu 
sions. I know tha t th is C onfer
ence doesn’t represent any mass 
movement and I don’t th in k  
that the United Socialist T ic k 
et is a substitute fo r a labor 
party  based on the organized 
labor movement. But it can 
help create one. We can cam
paign in every c ity  and every 
tow n in New Y ork  State and 
exp la in  w hy a labor party  is 
needed to defeat both the Re
publicans and Democrats. One 
task of socialists in an election 
campaign is to advance a prac
tica l program on all immediate 
issues facing the w ork ing  peo
ple, and at the same time to 
po in t out that they cannot ex
pect to achieve this program 
by influencing so-called libera ls 
in cap ita lis t parties. Only by 
independent po litica l action — 
by p u ttin g  representatives of 
the w o rk ing  people in A lbany 
—can the program be realized.

O ur program, 1 am sure, w il l  
call fo r legislation to im prove 
wages and w ork ing  conditions; 
fo r slum clearance and low - 
cost pub lic housing; fo r laws 
to end a ll form s of d isc rim in 
ation w ith  teeth in them; fo r 
schools, recreation fac ilities  and 
the child-care centers tha t our 
ch ildren need instead of re
form atories and mental hospi
tals.
SOCIALIST A LTE R N A TIVE

B u t we must go fu r th e r and 
consistently present an a lte rna
tive  to the cap ita lis t system, 
which creates problems o f slum 
housing, segregation and de
linquency, which profits from  
m isery and exp lo itation, w hich 
is responsible fo r the depression 
that now grips our economy 
and w hich at the same tim e

R IC HA RD  DeHAAN

threatens us w ith  ann ih ila tion  
in another war.

We w il l  te ll the w orkers in 
New Y ork State through this 
campaign that i t  is not prac
tica l or rea lis tic  to assume that 
the insane contradictions of 
capita lism  are here to stay. We 
can te ll them that we can re
organize society on the basis of 
human brotherhood and eco
nomic cooperation. And such 
a campaign w il l  advance the 
cause of a united socialist 
movement w hich w ill w in  the 
w ork ing  class to our struggle 
fo r a socialist fu ture .

Richard DeHaan
. . . .  Young people have by 

righ t and tra d itio n  an a ffin ity  
fo r such hare-brained and 
crackpot schemes as tha t rep
resented by the proposal fo r a 
united socialist ticket.

Youth have the most to gain 
from  a just and humane society 
and the most to lose through 
compromise w ith  the irra tiona l 
rea lity . Not on ly do they share 
in the general dehumanization 
o f cap ita lis t society, bu t as 
youth they are p a rticu la rly  a f
fected by the evils of capita lism

Socialists Protest 
Little Rock Ruling

UA I NMeetings Hear 
Mich. SW P Candidates

NEW  YO RK, June 25—President E isenhower dnd 
A tto rney  General W illia m  P. Rogers were urged today 
by the Continuations Committee of the U n ited  Independ
ent-Socialist E lectoral C onfer-< - 
ence to intervene in the L itt le
Rock school in tegration dispute.

In a telegram signed, by John 
T. M c M a n u s  and Henry 
Abrams, co-chairmen of the 
Committee, Eisenhower was 
asked to "use his good offices 
to restrain lawless elements" 
who might take advantage of 
the recent federal court de
cision in L ittle Rock postpon
ing integration to engage in 
anti-integration violence.

The president was also urged 
to instruct the A tto rney  Gen
eral to intercede in any appeal 
from  the L it t le  Rock court o r
der as a friend  of the court in 
order to secure justice in the 
in tegration fight. A  separate 
telegram to the A tto rney  Gen
eral carried the same message.

The C ontinuations Committee 
tha t pressed fo r the action is a 
13 member group w h ich  was 
empowered June 15 by a three 
day conference of more than 
500 independents and socialists 
to organize a campaign to put 
a th ivd slate of candidates on 
the New Y ork  State ba llo t in 
Novem ber in opposition to the

tw o  m ajor parties. The confer
ence adopted a platform which 
charged that both the major 
parties "condone and foster 
race hatred" and stated that 
"Further procrastination in in
tegration is intolerable."

The T ext of the Telegrams 
Follow :
President Dwight D. Eisen
hower
Washington, D.C.

We strong ly urge you to use 
you r good offices to restrain 
lawless elements who m ight 
be encouraged by recent L it t le  
Rock court decision and tha t 
you ins truct U.S. A tto rney  Gen
eral to in tervene as a friend  of 
the court in  behalf of those 
who w il l  appeal the decision 
postponing in tegration.

•  •  *

Attorney General 
W illiam  P. Rogers 
Department of Justice 
Washington, D.C.

We strongly urge tha t the 
Justice D epartm ent intervene 
as a fr iend  of the court to p re 
vent serious setback to justice 
as result o f recent ru lin g  in 
L it t le  Rock in tegration dispute.

DETRO IT, June 29—Several U A W  local union meet
ings heard campaign talks over the weekend by Frank 
Love ll, Socialist W orkers candidate fo r  governor and 
L a rry  D o linsk i, pa rty  cand ida te t- 
fo r lieutenant-governor.

Speaking at U AW  Local 212,
D o linsk i, a fo rm er member o f  
the local and one of the p io 
neers of the early UAW  organ
izing drives, rapped the inade
quate measures being taken by 
the state and federal govern
ments to aid the jobless. "The 
stingy extension o f unem ploy
m ent re lie f fo r 13 weeks by the 
Eisenhower adm in istra tion ,”  he 
said, “ is ju s tly  critic ized by the 
UAW , and we must recognize 
tha t the same measure is of no 
greater help to the unemployed 
when i t  is proposed in M ich i
gan by Governor W illiam s.”

A t Dodge U AW  Local 3, D o l
inski spoke along w ith  several 
other candidates inc lud ing  Con
gressman Machrowicz. T h e  
Congressman said he had far 
vored a 16-week extension of 
jobless benefits bu t w p  de
feated in th is by the R epubli
cans. D o linsk i replied, “ The 16- 
week proposal by M achrowicz 
is a mere crum b, ce rta in ly  not 
a solution to the problem .”  He 
cited Machrowicz's own admis
sion that only a few would 
benefit from the 13-week ex
tension and those would only 
draw half checks during the

extension period.
Frank Love ll spoke at un it 

meetings o f Ford Local 600, 
where local President Carl 
S te lla to also spoke in  behalf 
of his own candidacy fo r Con
gress from  the 16th D is tric t. 
Love ll pointed to S le lla to ’s 
campaign to w in  the Demo
cratic  nom ination as one o f the 
many signs of a new awaken
ing o f w ork ing  people to the ir 
po litica l needs.
STELLATO C A M PA IG N

He described S te lla to ’s op
ponent in  the p rim ary , Con
gressman Lbsinski, as “ one of 
those Democrats who are a l
ways carefu l to make the rec
ord on labor-endorsed bills. 
But such people are now being 
judged not s im p ly  by th e ir 
libe ra l fron t. They are also be
ing judged by w hat they fa iled 
to do. And in the case of 
Lesinski, th is has resulted in 
his repudiation by the Ford 
w orkers and others in his d is
tr ic t.”  Love ll pointed to this 
developm ent as underscoring 
the need fo r an independent 
p a rty  o f labor and said he 
viewed his own candidacy as 
spade w ork  fo r the organiza
tion  of a labor party in 1960.

. . . Report on French Workers
(Continued from Page 1)

courtyard. The s ta irw e ll is 
stone, the steps w orn by thous
ands o f feet w h ich  have trod 
them fo r over three hundred 
years. On each landing there is 
a w a te r tap from  which the 
tenants get th e ir d rink ing , 
cooking and washing water. 
The on ly  to ile t fo r the whole 
bu ild ing  is on the firs t landing. 
Perhaps the less said about 
French p lum bing the better. 
Suffice it  to say tha t these san
ita ry  fac ilities  probably date 
back to the construction of the 
house in the seventeenth cen
tu ry .
CONDEMNED SINCE '38

O ur fr iends ’ apartm ent is on 
the top floor. I t  consists of 
three tin y  rodVns— a small bed
room fo r the lit t le  boy, a k i t 
chenette in w hich our friends 
have insta lled th e ir own sink 
w ith  runn ing  w ater (the only 
one in the bu ild ing ) and a com
mon liv in g , eating and sleeping 
room. The house is clean, but 
on ly  hours of w o rk  can keep i t  
tha t way. I t  is heated w ith  one 
small coal stove. This house has 
been condemned since 1938.

We visited other French 
workers in their homes. We 
found that the apartment des
cribed above was an average 
working class home— in fact, in 
some respects, superior.

There is one saving grace in 
the s ituation. Rents are very 
cheap. O ur friends pay only 
about $7.50 fo r  a quarter. 
RENT CONTROL R ELA XED

B u t—the Paris landlords now 
have a way of getting out from  
under th is ve ry  unprofitable a r
rangement. Rent contro l has 
been in effect in  France fo r 
many years. As a result, land 
lords refuse to repa ir th e ir ex
isting property . Furtherm ore, 
a ll construction of low-cost 
dw ellings has been at a v ir tu a l 
s tandstill fo r a long time. Now, 
under a re lax ing  of rent con
tro l, the owners of renta l p rop
e rty  are allowed to sell the ir 
houses and to ev ic t the ir ten
ants.

They w ant e ither to get en
tire  bu ild ings o ff the ir hands, 
by selling in d iv id u a l apart
ments to the resident tenants, 
or to evacuate whole houses so 
tha t they can sell the valuable 
land upon w hich they stand. 
Therefore, they offer the apart
ments to the residents—at from 
one to three million francs 
(about $2,500 to $7,500) a rooml 
Since very  few  Frencff workers 
can raise th is k ind  of money, 
many are now being evicted 
and forced e ither to move in 
w ith  relatives o r take the ir 
fam ilies to hotels. In  th is  la tte r 
case they must pay from.50,Q00

to 60,000 francs (about $125 to 
$150) per m onth fo r one room.

C lo th ing  presents an equally 
bad problem. A  pa ir of o rd in 
ary men’s shoes cost from  five 
to ten thousand francs ($12.50 
to $25). I saw a w om an’s cotton 
s k ir t on sale fo r 8,000 francs. 
C lo th ing  is ca re fu lly  tended, 
patched and darned, passed 
down from  one member o f the 
fa m ily  to another. C h ild ren  are 
com parative ly w e l l  dressed, 
generally w ith  the help of 
grandparents. B u t mothers and 
fathers do not fare so w ell. I t  
is on ly  because of style-sense 
and clever needle w o rk  that 
most French w ork ing  class 
women s till manage to look 
smart and chic. C e rta in ly  it  is 
not because they dare spend 
much money on cloth ing. 
M E D IC A L INSURANCE

French w orkers are covered 
by governm ent medical insu r
ance—b u t when illness strikes 
a ll b ills  must be paid in cash. 
One h a lf to tw o th irds  of the 
medical expenses are then re
funded through the insurance— 
which, inc iden ta lly  the workers 
pay /o r  in a fo rm  o f social-se
c u r ity  tax.

Modern technology makes i t  
possible fo r the w orkers ’ homes 
to be equipped w ith  a ll the con
veniences and comforts— re frig - 

.erators, washing machines, tele

visions, radios, com fortable fu r 
n itu re . B u t the French workers 
have none of these. Very few 
have bathrooms.- Even few er 
have priva te  toilets. Insta llm ent 
buy ing  has not taken hold 
among the workers, no t be
cause they do not w an t these 
conveniences, bu t fo r the simple 
reason tha t they m ust make 
the choice between having 
them and having food on the ir 
tables.

One French w orke r to ld me, 
“ When you s tr ike  at a French
man's table, you make h im  
mad.”

And they are mad. As de 
G aulle forces the liv in g  stand
ards down s t i l l  fu rth e r, the 
w orkers w il l  get even more 
angry.

Then watch out. The French 
workers w ill show the world, in 
the spirit of 1871, the way to 
solve all problems — economic 
and political.
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and im peria lism  . . ,
' T h e  u n i q u e  s itua tion  of 

young people in  Am erica today 
has produced a to ta l change of 
atmosphere, a d e v e l o p m e n t  
which is especially noticeable 
on the campuses. Caught in an 
unprecedented economic and 
ideological crisis, youth  are 
tu rn ing  to radical solutions for 
the ir problems. We, o f the 
Young Socialist A lliance, be
came convinced of th is devel
opment not on ly theore tica lly  
but have had occasion to ob
serve it in  practice. 
FREE-SPEECH FIG HTS

Because of th is unique rela
tion between youth and social
ism, then, and because I  have 
the floor anyway, I am going 
to u tilize  i t  fo r a plug. One 
task which any united socialist 
ticke t w il l  surely face is that 
o f . . . persistent and uninhibit
ed exercise o f the freedoms of 
speech, press and assembly. The 
preservation and exercise of 
these righ ts  is the firs t orjler 
o f business fo r any socialist 
movement. Now we, in the 
short year o f ou r existence, 
have had some experience in 
these matters. We have carried 
the message of socialism to 
the streets and on the cam
puses of th is c ity . We have 
presented the socialist alterna
tive  to high school and college 
students by newspaper and 
leafle t, by street meetings and 
pub lic lectures, by personal 
contacts and by pa rtic ipa tion , in 
the broad student movements.

The youth of New York City 
have evidenced a sincere inter
est in organizing a socialist 
movement independent of any 
po litica l party  or adu lt group, 
broad enough to include so
cialists of a ll persuasions. A l
though s ti l l  in  the process _ of 
fo rm u la ting  th e ir po litica l at
titudes these youth are m ilitant 
in the prosecution of socialist 
aims and in iden tifica tion  wjth  
the socialist trad ition . In  the 
course o f th is a c tiv ity , we 
have fought and won tw o im 
portant victories fo r free speech 
in New Y ork  C ity .
STREET M EETING S

The firs t involved the right 
to d is tribu te  socialist literature 
on the streets. Two of our copi- 
radcs were arrested fo r press
ing the ir r ig h t to do so. And 
we went on to w in  the case. Tfie  
second fight occurred on ly last 
week. D uring  a series of street 
meetings outside the Bronx 
H igh School of Science, two of 
our comrades were arrested for 
disobeying police orders to de
sist from  ho ld inng a meeting 
and to move along.

Tw o days la te r, we returned 
to B ronx Science in strength. 
We inform ed one Captain Kelfy  
that i f  he in te rfe red  w ith  any 
speaker, he w ould have to ar
rest all o f us. We carried that 
po in t, and held a successful 
meeting at w hich the principles 
o f socialism were presented to 
an audience of several hundred 
high school students.

The case o f the tw o is still 
pending in the courts and we 
have every confidence that We 
shall w in  there as w ell.

Now, in a ll modesty, we 
th in k  that these ac tiv ities  haye 
been instrum enta l in  re-opeh- 
ing the streets of New York to 
socialist speakers. And, what is 
even more im portant, reopen
ing the minds of New Yorkers 
to socialist ideas . . .

I  w ould like , fina lly , to point 
out the re la tionsh ip  between 
this independent socialist elec
tora l conference and the ypujh 
o f New Y ork  State. I  often 
th in k  tha t the lesser ev il theory 
of po litics must have been ifi- 
vented by a very old man. The 
fe rv id  — sometimes embarrass
ing ly  so— rationa lism  o f youpg 
people is such tha t when con
fron ted  w ith  this theory, they 
in s tinc tive ly  say, “ Lesser evil? 
B u t we don’t  favor any evil^at 
all in  any fo rm !”  
"PRA CTIC A L" PO LIT IC S

This is, I subm it, a proper 
a ttitude  fo r both the young and 
the young in heart. So-called 
practical po litics have never in 
the course of h is to ry proved 
a ttrac tive  to any b u t those on 
the defensive fo r a lost cause. 
Socialism, as the wave of the 
fu tu re , does not require and 
cannot afford contamination 
w ith  “ p ractica l”  po litics . . , « 
In  New Y ork  State, especially, 
it  w ould take a man of infinite 
courage to ask of young peo
ple to help re tu rn  to Albany 
the man who assiduously fos
tered and intensified the witch 
hunt and thought control in 
the schools of th is state, A v- 
ere ll H arrim an.

We, of the Young Socialist 
A lliance, therefore welcome 
this m anifestation of un ited so
cialist action against the capit
alist parties. I f  the Conference 
succeeds in fie ld ing  a strong 
socialist ticke t in the fa ll elec
tions, we can assure you not 
only of the support of our or
ganization bu t of sentim ent for 
the socialist a lte rna tive  through
out the youth of th is  state. 
Young people have the time 
and s p ir it  to w o rk  fo r a re
mote ideal. They have neither 
the tim e nor the s p ir it  to tem
porize w ith  less than an honest 
p o lit ica l choice.



The Negro Struggle
THE SOUTH AFRICAN T R E A S O N

TRIAL. By Lionel Forman and E. S.
Sachs. New York. Monthly Review
Press. 216 pages. $5.00
A t d a ^n  on Dec. 5, 1956, 156 men and 

women from  a ll parts of South A fr ica  
were arrested on the charge of “ h igh 
treason.”

Those arrested comprised a complete 
cross section of South A frica : non-Europe
an (A frican , Colored, and Ind ian) and 
European; young and old; un ive rs ity  
graduate and illite ra te ; parson and farm  
laborer; college professor, house servant 
and facto ry  w orker. A ll had one th in g  in 
common: they were leaders in the fight 
against apartheid (w h ite  supremacy) in  
South A frica . This was th e ir  crime.

The book by Forman and Sachs is 
th e ir  story and th e ir appeal to the world. 
I t  should be read by a ll fighters fo r c iv il 
righ ts  and c iv il liberties.

M r. L ione l Forman, co-author of the 
book, is a prisoner h im self. He is the 
ed ito r of New Age, a progressive weekly 
whose readers are m ostly non-Europeans.

His description of the arrests, the 
prison life  in  South A frica , and the pre
para tory tr ia l w hich lasted a year, brings 
out v iv id ly  the real character of the v ic 
tim s who are srtanding tr ia l. I t  also de
picts the u ltra -reactiona ry  character of 
the governm ent whose aim is to prove 
them g u ilty  of “ h igh treason”  because 
they have the audacity to figh t against 
racia l segregation in  th e ir own land.

“ The s lid ing  scale (of ba il) alone,” 
w rites M r. Forman, “ gives a sardonic p ic
tu re  of the A lice-in -W onderland character 
of South A frican  racia l economics.”  B a il 
w ent as fo llows: f250 fo r Europeans, £100 
fo r Indians and £50 fo r A fricans and 
coloreds.

B u t i f  the governm ent thought i t  
could crush mass struggles by police-state 
measures, i t  badly m iscalculated. For, as 
the authors show, the arrests gave rise to 
a series of m agnificent actions.

Negroes liv in g  in the slums of A le x 
andra, n ine m iles from  Johannesburg, 
waged a v ic torious bus-boycott against 
the penny raise in fare. (The preparatory 
t r ia l of the 156 was m eanwhile being held

nearby.) The Negroes walked and won. 
They were supported by the A frican  
National Congress whose leaders were 
among those arrested fo r “ treason.”  The 
A fr ica n  trade unions, supported by the 
Trade Union Congress, in itia ted  a strug
gle fo r a m in im um  wage. The teachers 
and students opened a struggle against 
segregation in  the schools. A ll the organ
izations of the people gave support to 
the “ treason’’-case v ic tim s and th e ir fam 
ilies in  a great show of so lidarity .

The 156 were charged w ith  having 
subscribed to a “ freedom cha rte r”  adopt
ed by a m u ltira c ia l congress in  1955. The 
state contends that the document pro
posed the establishment of a “ Commu
nist state”  and that v io len t means to put 
in to  effect were im plied.

Here are some of the demands in 
tha t charter: The people shall govern; a ll 
nationa l groups shall have equal rights; 
the land shall be shared among those who 
w ork it; a ll shall enjoy equal human 
righ ts; there shall be w ork and security; 
men and women of a ll races shall receive 
equal pay for equal w ork.

In  the words of prisoner, N. Sogoni: 
“ I t  is long tha t we have been demanding 
freedom from  Europeans and they have 
been refusing and we are going to fetch 
i t  now ." W hat Forman and Sachs prove 
above a ll is tha t the racist governm ent’s 
resort to fram e-up w il l  not stop the strug
gle fo r fundam enta l r igh ts  in South 
A frica .

A fte r  the preparatory exam ination, 
61 of the prisoners were released. N ine ty- 
five must stand tr ia l soon before tw o or 
three hand-picked judges in a special 
court designated by the a ttorney general 
even though the prisoners asked fo r a 
tr ia l by ju ry . *

The book contains an appeal by John 
G unther fo r aid in the figh t against the 
South A fr ica n  frame-up. The Am erican 
Committee on A frica , Rev. Donald H a r
ring ton, chairm an, has set up a special 
South A frican  defense fund. Those who 
w ish to contribu te  should send to the 
committee, 4 W. 40th St., New Y ork  18. 
N.Y.

—Lillian Kiezel

Why Blame the Housewife?
— By Melba Baker —

In  a news conference quoted on TV , 
A p r i l  22, President E isenhower was asked 
w h y  there was an increasing cost of food 
in  the face of ris ing  unem ploym ent. He 
stated: “ Women are responsible fo r this 
condition, they are demanding too many 
o f the fancy packaged and prem ium  qual
i t y  foods, therefore food prices are up and 
increasing.”

Not one w hisper from  Eisenhower on 
the effect speculation and high profits are 
having on the increasing price of food. 
Instead, he puts the blame on women and 
in  th is instance p r im a rily  on the w ork ing  
woman. I t  is the woman w orke r who finds 
i t  necessary to take advantage of prepared 
o r p a rtia lly  prepared foods in  order to 
speed up meal preparation. These foods 
are no feast to the tired  and overworked 
housewife, nor arc they “ prem ium  qual
i t y  foods” fo r the fa m ily .

W ith  unem ploym ent and inflated 
prices decreasing the fa m ily  income, 
c lo th ing  and food budgets m ust be cut. 
F irs t the q u a lity  of food goes down and 
then the quan tity . W ith  a lim ite d  budget, 
•— pared to the bone where the fa m ily  
m ust subsist on unem ploym ent insurance, 
the housewife struggles w ith  the problem 
of try in g  to feed, clothe and house the 
fa m ily , as w e ll as provide transporta tion 
and school expenses fo r the ch ildren. In 
such a s ituation the women shop and try

to find the best value they can fo r every 
penny. This may mean trudg ing  through 
countless stores to take advantage of each 
l i t t le  penny bargain. Then, when she ap
portions the food w ith in  the fa m ily , the 
best and most wholesome goes to the 
grow ing ch ild ren  and to her husband.

I t  is the housewife who must cope 
w ith  and solve to the best of her a b ility  
the problem  of preparing and serving a t
trac tive  and wholesome meals w ith  the 
foods the fa m ily  can afford. This problem 
she m ust contend w ith  day a fte r day, 
seven days a week, three times a day, 
and i t  is harassing. No eating in fancy 
restaurants nor even in  p la in , o rd inary  
ones fo r her. Thus, in  addition to being 
a physical v ic tim  of decreasing food sup
p ly  due to in fla ted prices she becomes 
also its emotional and m ental v ic tim .

To add insu lt to in ju ry , the w ork ing- 
class housewife, the most oppressed mem
ber of Am erican society, is held respon
sible fo r the misdeeds of the ru lin g  class 
and fo r the evils of capitalism . She is 
blamed fo r im m o ra lity , ju ve n ile  de lin 
quency, unem ploym ent, w a r and now fo r 
high prices.

T ha t’s not the w ay i t  w i l l  be under 
a socialist society. Under socialism women 
w i l l  gain th e ir freedom from  the haras
sing cares tha t stifle  them under cap ita l
ism.

. . .  UAW  Strike Broken
( (Continued from Page 1)

employees have been hired. 
The iocal union now repre
sents approxim ate ly  470 of the 
p la n t’s 8,500 workers.

The national U AW  contract 
w ith  C hrysle r expired June 1 
and w ork  has proceeded w ith 
o u t contract fo r the last four 
weeks. Negotiations have con
tinued between Local 1245 and 
the company during  th is time. 
On June 9 a “ memorandum of 
understanding" was i s s u e d  
w h ich  averted s tr ike  action at 
tha t tim e and provided fo r con
tinued negotiations. <̂>n F riday, 
June 20. the company announc
ed tha t “ all outstanding issues 
have been resolved" and ended 
discussions w ith  the Local.

The fo llow ing  Sunday the 
union voted fo r immediate 
s trike  action. Monday m orning 
more than 50% of the em
ployes remained away from  
w ork . L t. Col A. S. Greenberg, 
a rm y contract adm in istra tor, 
reported “ Operations are at a 
s tandstill." (June 24 D etro it 
Times.)

Pickets covered all 18 plant 
parking lot gates. Traffic was 
jammed for miles around the 
plant. The picket line was led 
by Local 1245's Flying Squad
ron. On the second day of the 
( t r i k e ,  reinforcements came

from sympathetic members of 
UAW  mechanics Local 412 and 
Chrysler office workers Local 
889. Wives of strikers appeared 
to bolster the line and aid the 
strikers.

On Tuesday, June 24, the 
U AW  in ternationa l officers de
clared the strike  unauthorized 
and ordered the local officers 
to try  to get the w orkers back 
on the job. O ffic ia l U A W  policy 
during  the fo u r weeks of w ork 
w ith o u t a contract has been to 
“ tu rn  the other cheek”  and 
hold up any action u n til the 
new model production begins 
in August.
PENTAGON PLEA

A Pentagon plea to end the 
strike  was made d irec tly  to 
U AW  heads meeting in S o lidar
ity  House in D etro it. The June 
24 D etro it Times reports that 
the “ Pentagon was to ld the in 
ternationa l was doing its best 
to end the s tr ike  and at that 
ve ry  moment U AW  president 
W alte r R cuther was meeting 
w ith  heads of the U AW  C h ry 
sler departm ent."

By Wednesday m orning sev
eral hundred additiona l pickets 
had jo ined the line. 150 police 
were called to the scene, and 
scuffles between police and 
strikers were reported. Several 
men were arrested. A ng ry  p ick 

ets responded to demands of 
the in te rnationa l officers by 
shouting: “ The In te rnationa l
hasn’t paid any a ttention to us. 
Now i t ’s our tu rn .”

W alte r P. Reuther, President 
of the UAW , and now d irector 
of its C hrysler d iv is ion, called 
a meeting of top U AW  aides 
(inc lud ing  E m il Mazey, Richard 
T. Gosscr, Leonard Woodcock, 
Norman M atthew s and Pat 
Greathouse, a ll vice presidents) 
and Local 1245 officers. The 
local officers were ordered to 
gef their men back to work by 
7 A.M. Thursday or face im 
mediate removal and appoint
ment of an international ad
ministrator. The meeting with  
Reuther lasted iwo-and-ihree- 
quarter hours and resulted in 
a promise that the Internation
al Executive Board would ne
gotiate Local 1245’s grievances 
with the Chrysler Corporation.

A few minutes a fte r the 
meeting C ounty C ircu it Judge 
James E. S p ie r‘ granted a com
pany request fo r an in junction  
barring  mass-picketing demon
strations.

W ith  th is tw o point c rack
down from  the In te rnationa l 
and the Courts, M ilan Matieh, 
President of Local 1245 called 
a local meeting, and the mem
bership voted, though n o t 
unanim ously to re tu rn  to w ork.
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Daumier Exhibit 
And Lecture in 
Los Angeles

JUNE 27 — Honoré Daumier, 
whose lithographs of over a 
century ago are still treasured 
for their deep understanding of 
French social forces and pol
itics, w ill be exhibited in Los 
Angeles Saturday, July 19, at 
Forum Hall, 1702 East 4th St., 
starting at 5:00 P.M. This ex
hibit celebrates the 150lh an
niversary of the artist's birth.

The 200 lithographs to be 
shown are m ain ly from  the 
plates of the 19th C entury 
French newspaper C hariva ri 
and are the priva te  collection 
of George Lavan of New Y ork 
C ity.

M r. Lavan, a staff w r ite r fo r 
the M ilita n t and a u tho rity  on 
French h is to ry and politics, w il l 
speak on “ Daumier, the A rtis t 
and the M an," at 8:00 P.M.

The documentary film  “ 1848,” 
which uses contem porary a rt 
to portray  the 1848 revolution, 
w il l  also be shown.

The D aum ier event is spon
sored by the Laura  Grey M em 
oria l Committee. Adm ission fo r 
a ll three features is 50 cents; 
students. 25 cents.

(Laura Grey, who died re 
cently, was a po litica l cartoon
ist fo r the M ilita n t. Her w ork 
has been published in 20 
countries.)

Jim Crow Real Estate
Men H it by Calif, Court

By Roy Gale
SAN FRANCICSO, June 28 — Home builders can no 

longer refuse to sell to Negroes and other m in o rity  
peoples i f  they use Veteran or F H A  financing ruled 
Superior Judge James H. Oak-4 
ley in a long-pending case filed
in Sacramento fou r years ago 
by N AAC P attorneys on behalf 
of O live r A. M ing.

Nathaniel S. Colley, NAACP  
Attorney, hailed Oakley's de
cision as one which "grants us 
the essential relief we are seek
ing — a declaration that it is 
unlawful for builders and sub
dividers to obtain financing 
through the FHA or VA and 
then exclude Negroes from 
housing."

Oakley held tha t the Federal 
Housing A dm in is tra tion  and the 
Veterans A dm in is tra tion  cannot 
d iscrim inate on the basis of 
color, race or re lig ion  when 
granting  loans and that b u ild 
ers seeking governm ent money 
must abide by the policy.

But, whereas M ing and the 
N AAC P charged that there was 
an organized conspiracy among 
the bu ilders and real estate 
agents to deny housing on an 
equal basis, Oakley called i t  
“ unconsciously un ifo rm  action,” 
and held tha t “ there was con
cert o f action on ly in that each 
defendant had the same ideas 
he had always been taught."

Im m edia te ly  a fte r the an
nouncement o f the decision, the 
home builders here announced 
tha t they w ould try  to m ain
ta in the ir most precious fiction 
tha t “ m in o rity  races depreciate 
property  values.”

R ichard E. Doyle, executive 
vice-president of the Associated 
Home Builders, Inc. of San 
Francisco, said that “ there may 
be no statistics to prove that, 
but as a representative o f the 
home builders i t  is the theory 
under which I operate.”

'Not all was serene in the 
home builders back yard, how
ever. One of the largest build
ers in the area, Joseph L. Eich- 
ler, threatened to resign unless 
the Association issued a "forth
right and unequivocal statement 
. . . denouncing discrimination 
. . ." He set a July 1 deadline 
for Association action.

“ I also w ish to state,”  w rote  
E ichler, “ tha t I personally, as 
w e ll as the key members of 
my organization,'am  u tte rly  op
posed lo any k ind  of d isc rim i
nation whatsoever.”  This is the 
firs t break in the solid fro n t of 
builders and real estate oper
ators here.

Dr. Pauling Cites 
Peril to Mankind 
From A-Testing

PITTSBU R G H , June 23 — Dr. L inus Pau ling  spoke 
in Oakland, Pa. last n igh t to an audience of 650 people 
who enthusiastica lly greeted his appeal fo r cessation of
nuclear bomb tests.

The noted scientist and lec
tu re r spoke on the topic: “ Can 
We A vo id  Nuclear W ar?” under 
the auspices of the American 
Friends Service Committee. His 
statements were discussed by 
a panel composed of Rev. I r v 
ing M urray, U n ita rian  m in is te r; 
Dr. Charles B. N utting , d irector 
of the Buhl Foundation; Ray 
Harsaugh, peace education sec
retary of the Friends C om m it
tee; and R. A. B rightsen, presi
dent of the Nuclear Science and 
Engineering Corp.

Dr. Pauling has been fig h t
ing against the conducting of 
bomb tests since 1945. He said, 
“ In  1945 we moved from  the 
one-ton block buster (bom b] 
to the 20,000 TNT-equiva lent 
A-bomb. From  1952 to 1954 we 
moved from  the 20,000 ton A- 
bomb to the 20-m illion ton 
super-bomb [the  H -bom b ], A l
together it was a change of 
20-m illion tons,”  he explained. 
He fu r th e r declared that bombs 
made “ to k i l l  c ities" empha
size the fact that “ w ar no 
longer has sense."

Dr. Pauling contended that 
a 20-year period of tests would 
result in a total of 320,000 
children born with "gross 
physical and mental defects. 
1,200.000 dead shortly after 
childbirth and 2,800,000 em
bryonic deaths."

(When he spoke in  Chicago 
last month, Dr. Pauling ex
posed the fact that the “ clean”

"Modern Times" 
And the WitchHunt

In  Washington, D. C. —  
capital of the "free world" 
— a theater is showing 
Charles Chaplin's classic film, 
"Modern Times." As the 
New York Times reports it, 
the theater management is 
not without "due respect for 
the fact that it is operating 
right under the noses of the 
world's fiercest investiga
tors." Advertisements for the 
film included the following 
statement: ". . . we present 
'Modern Times' solely for its 
exceptional artistic and en
tertainment value. There
fore we respectfully request 
the understanding of those 
who would not appreciate 
the exhibition of a film in 
which the controversial Mr. 
Chaplin stars."

fusion bomb produces 13 times 
as much dangerous C arbon-14 
as the “ d ir ty ”  fission bomb. 
He explained that nuclear tests 
have already increased the C ar
bon-14 content of our atmos
phere by 10n/r . Thus the “ clean” 
bomb is “ d ir t ie r ”  than the 
“ d ir ty ”  bomb.)

TREATY-BUSTERS

In  the discussion that fo l
lowed, Dr. N u tting , who fa vo r
ed continued tests, expressed 
the view  tha t it w ould be im 
possible to reach an agreement 
w ith  the Russians, much less to 
expect it  to be honored. The 
audience was delighted when 
Dr. Pauling replied by c iting  
the innum erable treaties the 
U nited States has broken, in 
c lud ing treaties w ith  Am erican 
Indians.

The P ittsburgh Post Gazette, 
June 23, reported the first in 
te rv iew  w ith  Dr. Pauling since 
he was named a member of 
the Soviet Academy of Sciences. 
Dr. Pauling to ld the Post, “ I t  
is a great honor . . . They have 
been strongly c ritica l o f my 
w ork  in the past . . . Probably 
they have learned . that you 
can’t m ix  politics up w ith  sci
ence.”

Asked aboul his reaction to 
the execution of the former 
Premier of Hungary, Imre 
Nagy, Dr. Pauling declared 
that he is "terribly opposed on 
moral grounds" to the execu
tions. But he added that these 
executions would probably not 
stand in the way of some 
agreement to avoid nuclear 
war. This is necessary for rea
sons of "self interest" on both 
sides, he said.

N e w W s 
Would Deny 
Travel Right

By Ruth Norton
In  a determined assault 

against the recent lifting of 
restrictions on passports by the 
Supreme Court, all of seven bills 
have been thrown into the hop
per in Congress. A measure of 
the vieiousncss of these b ills  is

Letters from Our Readers
1

Canadian Politics
Editor:

The Canadian w orking-class 
movement has much to learn 
from  the Am erican workers 
and vice-versa. As your ed i
to r ia l o f May 26 title d  “ Labor 
P arty  Move in Canada”  sug
gests, in  the field o f indepen
dent labor po litica l action Ca
nadian w orkers are pioneering 
fo r th e ir U.S. brothers. As e v i
dence o f th is you r ed ito ria l 
presents in fo rm ation  on the na
tiona l convention o f the united 
Canadian Labor Congress in 
W innipeg, A p r il 21-25.

On the basis of m ateria l 
from  Union News (voice o f the 
A FL-C IO  O il, Chemical and 
A tom ic W orkers U nion), you 
give the impression tha t the 
convention’s ins truction  to the 
executive tha t i t  report to the 
next convention on a plan fo r 
the fo rm ation  o f “ an effective 
a lte rna tive  po litica l force based 
on the needs of w orkers”  marks 
a great new stride fo rw ard  by 
the Canadian w orkers in to the 
field o f independent labor p o li
tica l action.

W i t h o u t  any background 
knowledge of Canadian ex
perience in the arena of inde
pendent labor po litica l action, 
this impression could be ju s t i
fiab ly held. B u t an im portant 
section of Canadian organized 
labor, that section encompassing 
the CIO, had endorsed the Co
operative Commonwealth Fed
eration as labor's po litica l arms 
from  1943 u n til the unification 
of the CIO and A FL. Im m ed i
a te ly fo llow ing  the unification 
the tw<T largest and most im 
portant p rovinc ia l bodies in 
O ntario and B ritish  Columbia 
endorsed the CCF.

Y our ed ito ria l does not men
tion the CCF w ith o u t w hich it 
is extrem ely d iff ic u lt to in te l

lig e n tly  ta lk  about “ W hy did 
they [the  union leadership] do 
i t ”  — tha t is, w hy d id  they 
pass th is resolution?

The various tendencies and 
forces at the convention sup
ported the resolution fo r v a r i
ous and qu ite  d iffe ren t reasons. 
The Canadian Gomperites sup
ported it not at all because they 
have suddenly become sensitive 
to the pressure of the unem
ployed or w orried  about a Tory 
an ti-labor offensive, but be
cause it is d iffic u lt to approach 
the Tories who appear to be 
very so lid ly  entrenched fo r 
hand-outs w ith  the label of an 
opposition party  around one’s 
neck. Others supported the 
resolution because they hoped 
tha t a new impetus in a more 
m ilita n t d irection w ould be 
given to the forces that have 
been compelled to go along 
w ith  the righ tw a rd  m oving 
CCF.

The immediate im pact of th is 
resolution w ould appear to be 
o f a m inus character. I t  has 
had the effect of s inking many 
CCF clubs. The CCF leader
ship, which, inc iden ta lly , sup
ported the resolution, has in 
terpreted it to free them to 
move even more to the righ t 
in the d irec tion ' of coalescence 
w ith  so-calied p r o g r e s s i v e  
forces in the capita list L ibera l 
Party . Its  long-range character, 
given the deepening economic 
crisis, w il l  probably be o f a 
salutary nature.

W ith  the CCF, the Canadian 
workers have had an experience 
w ith  a labor party. Some of 
them have had even more than 
that. They have, had an expe ri
ence as to w hat kind of labor 
party  they rea lly  need — one 
w ith  a class-struggle program.

P. Kent
Toronto

Praises Platform
Editor:

I  wish to say how much I 
liked  th is week’s (June 23) 
M ilita n t. The preamble to the 
U nited Socialist D ra ft P la tfo rm  
redds great and the U nited 
Conference proceedings a r c  
very in teresting a ll through. I 
do not see that the preamble 
can be im proved on as a state
ment of socialism.

E.J.H.
New Jersey

Profits and Prices
Editor:

W all S treet brokerage con
cerns are advising the ir clients 
to buy the common stock of 
Food Processors and Food D is
tribu to rs . Many of these giant 
corporations operate on the 
p rinc ip le  of never give the cus
tomer a break and are showing 
fantastic profits.

As an example take the Na
tional D a iry  Products C orpor
ation. This is the largest da iry  
o u tfit in the country and has 
around 300 subsidiaries inc lud 
ing the K ra ft Cheese Co. In 
D etro it, it  owns the D etro it 
Creamery Co. and many other 
d istributors.

Since the end of W orld War 
II, a period of just twelve 
years. National D a iry  has made 
such stupendous profits as to 
cause it to boost its d ividend 
rate N IN E  separate times. Here 
is just more proof tha t it isn 't 
the wage scale that's causing 
high prices, but ra ther b lind 
greed fo r shameful and o u t
rageous profits. . . .

Charles C. Lockwood 
. Detroit

Unfit to Print?
Editor:

Here is an item  from  the

“ Garment Jungle." W ork ing  in 
the garment d is tr ic t of New 
York C ity, I have been w itnes
sing fo r the last few  weeks a 
protracted s trike  at Budget 
Dress Corp., 462 Seventh A ve
nue. . . .

One day at the beginning of 
the strike, the p icketing w o rk 
ers assembled before the en
trance o f the place form ed a 
crowd in the gateway so that 
there was no passage fo r “ o u t
siders”  w ith  racks o f garments. 
The management called the au
thorities im m ediate ly, and the 
place was invaded by a detail 
of “ New York's finest" on foot 
or mounted. The whole area 
was cordoned off and the w o rk 
ers were pushed away from  the 
entrance. In the ensuing scuf
fle many w orkers (m ostly w o
men) were arrested and taken 
away in a police van.

The scene in the center of 
tow n created qu ite  a sensation. 
There were many onlookers 
and soon there were photo
graphers who snapped pictures 
of the “ ho t”  moments.

I was w a iting  im pa tien tly  the 
next day to see the story w ith  
pictures on the pages of big 
papers specializing in covering 
the smallest scandals. To my 
astonishment there was not 
even a mention of th is event 
in all our various and va rie 
gated papers. A fte r a second 
thought I understood. The story 
was “ k ille d ”  by the conspiracy 
of our labor leaders and “ ben
evo lent" c ity  fa thers in order 
not to create a bad feeling in 
tIre forthcom ing elections when 
they are going to enter into 
“ partnership.”

An in teresting illu s tra tion  of 
our public life  and our "fre e ”
press.

A.B.
New York

the one by Sen. Hennings (D- 
Mo.) purported to be the m ild 
est, w hich w ould give legal 
cover to the Secretary of State’s 
a rb itra ry  denials of passports, 
as w ell as extend his powers 
to ru le  on w hat constitutes a 
“ subversive." Hearings on it 
are scheduled fo r June 10 in 
Washington.

Point 1 of th is b ill would 
deny the righ t to travel to 
"Persons who are members of 
the Communist P arty  or any 
organization which is reg ister
ed or as to w hich there is in 
effect a final order of the Sub
versive A c tiv itie s  Control Board 
requ iring  registration w ith  the 
A tto rney Genera! of the United 
Slates as a Com m unist-action, 
C om m unist-front or Commu
n is t-in filtra ted  organization, or 
who have term inated such 
membership under such c ircum 
stances as lo w arran t the con
clusion that they continue to 
act in furtherance of the in 
terests of the Communist move
ment or who, regardless of the 
form al state of th e ir a ffilia tion  
w ith  tho Communist Party, en
gage in activ ities w hich sup
port the Communist movement 
under such circumstances as to 
show that they have engaged 
in such activ ities  as a result 
of h ire d  ion, dom ination, or con
tro l exercised over them by the 
Communist movem ent."

The w ord ing  of the above- 
quoted daltse, de liberate ly  ob
scure and w ith  no provision fo r 
proof of charges, w ould  give 
to one man, the Secretary of 
Stale, enntrol over who can 
and cannot trave l abroad. The 
worst of the b ills  are said to 
be one hy Rep. W alter (D-Pa.) 
and one by Sen. Eastland (D- 
Miss.)

A N T I-S E M IT IS M
A survey by the A n ti-D e 

famation League revealed tha t 
in suburban D e tro it one th ird  
of the real estate agents “ clear
ly  indicated they do not w ish 
to sell or ren t to Jews."


