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1. Name
historic Samuel  D.  K i lpa t r i ck  House (cAO3-166)

andior common 
ttThe Kilpatrick l"lansiontt

2. Location
street & number 7OL North 7 th Street

Da not for publlcation

city, town Beatr ice NA vicinity of

Nebraska

3. Glassification
Category
- district

x buitding(s)
- structure
- site
- object

Ownership
- publ ic

X private
- both
Public Acquisit ion
NA in process
- being considered

Status
X occupied

- unoccupied
- work in progress
Accessible

X yes: restricted
- yes: unrestricted
_ n o

Present Use
- agriculture
- commercial
- educational
- entertainment
- government
- industrial
- military

_ museum
- park
X private residence

- religious
- scientific
- transportation
- other:

4. Owner of Property
Steven G.  and Pamela  S.  H igg ins

street  & number 70I  No.  7th Street

city, town B e a t r i c e
NA

- vicinity of state Nebraska

5. Location of Legal Description
courthouse,registryof deeds,etc. Register of Deeds, Gage County Courthouse

street & numbeT northeast corner 6th and Grant Streets

clty, town B e a t r i c e state Nebraska

6. Representation in Existing Surveys
tltte Nebraska Historic Buildlnss Survev has this property been d,etermlned eliglble? - yes ! no

date On-going - federal X 
"t"t" 

- county - local

dePosltory lor survey records Nebraska State Historical Societv

clty, town Lincoln state Nebraska



7. Description

Condition
- excellent

X good
--- falr

Check one
- deteriorated - unaltered
- ruins -JL altered
- unexposed

Check one
X original site
- moved 

'- 
date

NA

D.aerlba lh. praacnl rnd orlgln.l (lf knownl phy.icrl rpir.r?.nc.

The Sanuel Davenport Kllpatrlck House ig located in Beatrice (19g3 pop: 12,g91),
Nebraska ' the county seat of Gage county. The two-and-one-ha1f story brLck house
exenpllfies the Renalssance Revlval style of archltecture, Bullt 1n 1904-05 by Mr.
Kilpatrlck, the house retalns lts historlcal and structural Lntegrlty.

The Sarnuel Davenport Kllpatrick House is a tlro-and-one-half story Renalseance
RevLval dwelling, constructed ln 1904-05 aL a cost of $40,000. The house Ls
square-shaped ln plan wlth a ralsed basenent and hLpped roof, penetrated by hlpped
roof domers. A11 roof surfaces are covered with clay tlles. The masslve prolectlng
porch features a segmentally arched arcade supported by brlck piers and dlsplays an
entry pavlllon wlth a broken pedinent and ornanental urn. The arch faces are
t r lnmed wl th s tone and rest  upon stone lmposts.  o ther  decorat lve features of  the
porch lnc lude denCl l l lng,  keystone ornaneuts and bas-re l le f  carv lngs.  The pavi l ion
le:rds to a ralsed entry aet Ln a segnentally arched opening and shows sidelighte, a
fanl lght  wl th  beveled g lass,  and f lu ted coloner tes wl th lon ic  capl ra ls .  (see photo #6)
Thc dwelJ.lng features a porte-cochere on the north facade. A stone water table
etlclrcles tltc rnlln portiorr of the house. The front (east) facade shows a proninent
l 'u l lnd larr  wlndow dlsp lay lng br lck p l lastcrs  wl th lon lc  capi ta ls  vLsual ly  suppor t lng
u pronounced cnt.rblnture wl.th a sunburst notlf above, crowned by a round arch and
keystone ornaaEnt, and flanked by two bas-relief carvlngs. Fenestratlon for the
most part conslsts of rec tangular-shaped openLngs of double-hung sash wlth one-
over-one pane arrangement. Lugsllls are of concrete. A bay wlndow ls found on the
east facade. Other wlndow openlngs conslst of flxed lower panes wlth transoms
above, sone lncorporatLng leaded and beveled glass. The south facade shows the
enclosed sun porch wlth strlp wlndows set ln segmentally arched openlnga and
dlvlded by brlck plers, contlnulng the arched thene of the porch arcade. French
doors,  leadlng out  f rom the gun porch,  prov lde acceaa to the eas!  or  west .  (see
photo /17) A one-story frame rear addltlon on the west facade provldes entry to the
kl tchun.  An addl t lonal  entry  Ls found on the nor th facade.

The lnterlor floor plau includes on the fl.rst levell a foyer, llvl.ng,
dlnlng and muslc roous, parlor, kitchen, bath and butlerts pantry; rrith bedrooDs,
baths and a dresslng room on second. The flret and second floors each contaln
2'750 square feet. Dlst,lnctlve Lnterlor features lnclude 11 foot celllngs, an
octagonal-shaped dlnlng room, colonudes, French doors leading to the nuslc roon,
oak and walnut woodroork, parl-or stoves wlth nosalc Itallan tlle, beamed celllngs,
an orlrote open stolrhray, Ieaded and beveled glass, and a nrarble and oak slnk in
the but ler  I  s  pontry .

The Samuel D. Kllpatrlck Houee was constructed on the orlgl.nal slte of the
John Davld Kllpatrlck home, The frane dwelling was torn down after J. D.
Kl . lpat r lckrs desth for  the erectLon of  S.  D.  Kl lpat r lckrs new br lck houe,  vh lch
waE completed ln 1905.



8. Significance

Period
- prehistoric
_ 140F1499
_ 150(F1599
_ 160F1699
_ 170(F1799
_ 180(F1899

x 1900-

- agrlculture
X archltecture

- art
_ commerce
- communications

- economics
- educatlon
- engineering

- law
- literature
- military
- music

- science
- sculpture
- social/

humanitarlan

Areas ol Significanc+Gheck and justily below
- archeology-prehistoric - community planning - landscape architecture- religion
- archeology-historic -_ conservation

X e*plemtien/settlement - philosophy - theater
x industry - politics/government x transportation
- invention - other (specify)

Spccl f lc  detct  1gO4-05 Builder/Architect Richa rd  W.  Gran t

Etrl.rn.nt ot Slgnlflcrnc. lln onc p.rrgrrphl

ArchLtecturally slgnlflcant, the Sam.rel D, Kllpatrick house represents a
grand exaurple of the RenaLssance Revlval style, nhlch galned popularLty ln
Nebraska around the turn of the century. As a nenber of the Kilpatrick Brothers
Busl-ness Flrn Assoclates, Sarnuel D. was one of four brothers who established a
railroad contractlng busLness whlch played an active and lmportant role In the
transportatl.on systems and later the settlement of Nebraska and other surrounding
states.  The Kl lpat r ick brothers were a lso p ioneers ln  the farrn lng and cat t le
lndustry of tlte plalns, esLabllshlng ranches and farn lands Ln several- stateg
includlng Nebraska and I daho.

The Samrel D. Kllpatrick house, bu1lt ln 1904-05, exempllfles the Renal.ssance
Revlval style of archl.tecture whlch galned popularity Ln Nebraska around the turn
of the century. Tlre Renalssance style developed 1n reactlon to the Vlctorlan
Plcturesque styles of the late l9th century, calling once agaln for "classlcisrn"
ln architectural deslgn. Characteristlc features of the RenaLssance Revlval
style lnclude forunllsn in plans, ralsed basements, lord hlpped roof lines
covered wl th c lay t l les,  corn ices,  p l lasters and urns,  a l l  o f  whlch are found Ln
the deslgn of the Kllpatrlck house. The house stands as a tandurark 1n the
nelghborhood due to lts naaslve scale and substantlal butldtng rnaterLal, as well
as its promlnent corner locatLon on the city block.

A local rnan, Rlchard W. Grant. served as the archltect ln the conatructlon
of  lhe Kl lpot r lck hone.  Mr.  crant  was born ln  I l l inoLs Ln January of  1862.
At the age of elght years, hls fanlly established their home on a farn in Gage
County. .  At tendlng publ lc  schools  Ln BeatrLce he la ter  pursued h ls  s tudles at
the Unlverslty of ll l lnols. Grant establlshed a practlce Ln Beatrlce ln 1889 and ln
his career deslgned rnany publlc buildlngs, lncludlng schools ln Nebraska, Kansas,
Colorado,  and South Dakota (Dobbs,  1918r  p.  579) ,  as wel l  as numerous churches,
buslnesses,  and res ldences.

Samuel Davenport Kllpatrlck (1859-1925) was born near Vl.nton, Benton County,
Iowa. One of ten chlldren of Samuel M. and Rachael (Thompson) Kllpatrlck, the
faml ly  was of  Scotch- I r lsh descent .  They cane to Nebraska Ln 1859,  set t lLng on
a farm nor thwest  of  Beatr l .ce ln  Gage County.  In  1862,  Samuel  M.  establ lshed,
by actual aettlement, pre-enptlon rlghts to the N& of NWk, SWt of NIfk, Sectlon 31,
To$nshlp 4 North, Range 5 East in Blakely Township, conslstlng of a total of
102 561100 acres. 0n Jauuary 1, 1863 at Brorrnvllle, Nebraska, entry nas made of this
tract of land uuder the new hotrestead law of Congress whlch went lnto effect that
day, wlth Sanuel fll lng Honestead #2 after Daniel Freeman, who was the flrst to
flle for homeatead rlghts (see llomegtead Nntional Monurnent of Anerlca, entered
Nst loual  Reglster  of  Hls tor lc  Places 10/15/66) .  Sanuel  D.  Kl lpat r lck worked on
hla fa therrs  far rn unt l l  1879 when he lo lned three of  h ls  brothers,  John D. ,
I{ll l lan H., and Robert J., ln the ral-lroad construction buslness, under the
narne of Kllpatrlck Brothers Business FLrm Associates. By 1886, the flrn had
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graded approx imate ly  632 mi les  o f  ra i l road l ines  loca ted  in  Texas ,  Nebraska,
Co lorado,  Idaho,  Oregon,  Wiscons in ,  Minnesota ,  South  Dakota ,  Kansas  and
I l l l n o l s  ( D o b b s ,  1 9 1 8 ,  p .  6 0 2 ) .  T h a t  s a m e  y e a r  t h e  K i l p a t r i c k  b r o t h e r s  f o r m e d
a  c o - P a r t n e r s h i p  w i t h  c a p l t a l i s t  C .  W .  C o l l i n s  o f  B r o o k l y \ N e w  Y o r k '  c o n t i n u i n g
work  in  ra i l road consEruc tLon.

Dur ing  the  years  f rom the  la te  1870rs  to  L9 I7 ,  the  bro thers  were  invo lved
ln  ra i l road bu i ld ing  in  more  than a  dozen s ta tes ,  cons t ruc t ing  more  than 5 ,000
mi les  o f  t rack  fo r  numerous  1 ines ,  inc lud ing  the  Un ion  Pac i f i c ;  Bur l ing ton ;
Atch ison,  Topeka and Santa  Fe;  Ch icago and Nor thwestern ;  Missour i  Pac i f i c ;
S o u t h e r n  P a c i f l c ;  l , l e s t e r n  P a c i f i c ,  a n d  D e n v e r  R i o  G r a n d e  ( B e a t r i c e  D a i l y  S u n ,
1 9 5 7 ) .  T h e  f i r m  a l s o  e x p a n d e d  l t s  b u s i n e s s  t o  p l p e l i n e s  a n d  i r r i g a t i o n
reservo i rs  fo r  p r ivaEe compan ies ,  as  we l l  as  be lng  ins t rumenta l  in  the
deve lopment  o f  Ehe coa l  lndus t ry  ln  the  s ta te  o f  Wyorn ing ,  resu l t ing  in  Ehe
e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  E h e  t o w n s  o f  N e w c a s E l e  a n d  C a m b r i a  ( D o b b s ,  1 9 1 8 ,  p .  6 0 2 ) .

The K i lpa t r l ck  b rochers  owned  vas t  ac res  o f  l and  ln  Nebraska ,  Kansas ,
Sou th  Dako ta ,  Idaho ,  Oregon  and  Texas ,  u t l l l z lng  l t  f o r  ho rse  and  ca t t l e
ranch lng ,  sheep  g raz lng  and  fa rm lng  (Dobbs ,  1918r  p .  602) .

Fol lowlng  the  year  I9L7,  Ehe bro thers  devoted  the i r  a t ten t ion  to  the
f a r m l n g  a n d  s E o c k  r a i s l n g  i n t e r e s t s ,  p e r f o r m i n g  t h e i r  l a s t  r a i l r o a d  c o n s t r u c t i o n
work  ln  f9 f6 ,  ln  wh lch  they  served as  genera l  con t rac tors  ln  the  bu i ld ing  o f
a  s e c o n d  U n l o n  P a c l f l c  m a l n  l l n e  t r a c k .

O n  a  l o c a l  l e v e l ,  t h e  K l l p a t r l c k  b r o t h e r s  s e r v e d  a s  c i v l c  l e a d e r s  i n  t h e
B e a t r l c e  c o m m u n l t ) ,  o u n r i n g  s e v e r a l  b u s i n e s s  p r o p e r t l e s  a n d  a c t i v e l y  p a r t i c i -
p a C l n g  l n  t h e  c o m m e r c l a l  l n E e r e s t s  o f  t h e  t o w n .  I n  1 8 8 6 ,  t h e  K l l p a t r i c k
vo lun teer  F l re  Depar tment  was organ lzed,  cons ls t lng  o f  28  members .

S a m u e l  D .  K l l p a t r i c k  w a s  a f f l l l a t e d  w l t h  n u m e r o u s  a s s o c L a t i o n s ,  i n c l u d i n g
t h e  B e a t r l c e  L o d g e  l l 6 L 9  a n d  1 1 2 9 ,  A . F .  a n d  A . M . ,  a n d  B . P . O . E .  M r .  K i l p a t r i c k
w a s  m a r r l e d  t o  M a r y  B r a d t  ( 1 8 7 0 - 1 9 5 1 )  o f  B e a t r i c e  o n  S e p t e m b e r  2 8 , 1 8 9 8 .  T h e y
had one ch l ld r  e ro  adopted  daughter  named Rosana.  Mrs .  K i lpa t r i ck  was a lso  a
prominent  f lgure  ln  the  communl ty ,  be lng  ac t lve  in  soc ia l  and po l l t i ca l
a f fa i rs ,  lnc lud ing  Daughters  o f  the  Amer ican Revo lu t ion ,  Cosgrove CIub,  and
P . E . O .  T h e  K i l p a t r l c k s  r { e r e  a v l d  t r a v e l e r s  m a k i n g  t r i p s  a b r o a d  t o  E u r o p e a n
c o u n E r l e s  a n d  t h e  M l d d l e  E a s t .

The K l lpa t r i ck  faml ly  name ga ined an  env iab le  reputa t ion  in  Beat r i ce  and
Gage County  fo r  the  empi re  they  c rea ted  ln  the  ra i l road cont rac t ing  and land
bus iness .  The Samuel  D.  K t lpa t r i ck  house s tands  as  a  reminder  to  the  legacy
of  these four  K l lpa t r l ck  b ro thers  and the  imporcant  ro le  they  p layed in
N e b r a s k a r s  p a s t .
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In the History of  Gage County,  Hugh F. Dobbs states:

I t  wi l l  be readi ly conceded by al l  who are fami l iar
wi th their  h istory that  Ki lpatr ick brothers have
made for themselves a large place in the world of
work as well as i-n the world of f inance. No other
family or organization of Gage County, or perhaps
in the st .ate of  Nebraska, has a more enviable
record of  useful-ness and of  th ings achieved. They
have performed vast labors and acquired large
possessions by methods which wi l l  bear the c losest
scru t iny .
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Yrrbel boundrry dorcrlptlon end furtlflcetlon
The  p roper ty  l s  l oca ted  on  lo ts  3 ,  4 ,  5 ,  6 ,
Beatr ice,  Gage County,  Nebraska,  lnc ludlng
e s t a t e .

B l o c k  7 ,  C r o p s e y r s  A d d l t i o n ,  i n
a l l  h ls to r lca l l y  assoc la ted  rea l

Llrt all rtater end counties for propeilies overlapping state or county boundaries

state NA code county code

NA county

| 1. Form Prepared By
name/title Joni  Gi lkerson,  Preservat ion Associate

organlzagon Nebraska State Hlstori .cal Society date October ,  L984

street & number 1 5 0 0  r r R r r  S t r e e t ,  P . O .  B o x  8 2 5 5 4 tefephone GOz) 47 L-47 67 )

Lincoln Nebraska
clty or town

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Gertification
The evaluated signiflcance ol this property within the state is:

- national l- r,"," - local

As the deslgnated State Hlstorlc Prcservatlon Otllcer lor the Natlonal Historic Preservatlon Acr ol 1966 (Publlc LaYU 89-
665), I hersby nominate this property tor Inclusion In the National Register and certlly that it has been evaluatsd
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by t[e Natlonal Park Servlce.

State Historic Preservation Officer signature
',r/tll",^l

t l t l e  D i rec to r ,  Nebraska Sta te  H is to r ica l  Soc ie ty

,
\)

For NPS use only i
I hereby ccrtlfy that thls property ls Included ln the Natlonal Reglster

. i  
'  I  ' . ' .

: daie

Keeper of the National Reglster
I

Attest:
Chief of Regbtration

date
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View looking WNW showing E (front) façade 
Photo by Joni Gilkerson, 1984, NSHS (8405/2:2) 
 
 
 

 
View looking N showing S façade 
Photo by Joni Gilkerson, 1984, NSHS (8405/2:8) 
 



 
View looking NE 
Photo by Joni Gilkerson, 1984, NSHS (8405/2:14) 
 
 

 
View looking SW 
Photo by Joni Gilkerson, 1984, NSHS (8405/2:24) 
 



 
View looking NW showing E (front) entry 
Photo by Joni Gilkerson, 1984, NSHS (8405/2:33) 
 
 

 
View looking W showing detail of porch arcade 
Photo by Joni Gilkerson, 1984, NSHS (8405/2:26) 
 



 
Interior view looking N showing stairway in front foyer 
Photo by Janet Jeffries Spencer, 1984, NSHS (8405/1:22) 
 
 

 
Interior view looking ENE from dining room toward front foyer 
Photo by Janet Janet Spencer, 1984, NSHS (8405/1:29) 
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