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Pleven 
Radishevsko chosse 
 
The Pleven Jewish community consisted of 70 people when the surveyors visited. The 
Jewish cemetery was established at the end of the 19th century, and was still in use.   
 
The condition of the cemetery at the time of the survey was appalling.  The pre-burial 
house was burned down and plundered – only the foundation remained.  The guard cabin 
was destroyed and there was no security.  There was no institution caring for the cemetery, 
which was not marked on the local map.  A path which links the residential district 
Druzhba with the road leading to the village Radishevo crosses the cemetery and is used 
as a shortcut to the center of the town.  Many of the gravestones were damaged, 
overturned, or buried in overgrowth.  
 
The worst threat to the Jewish cemetery was the municipality possibly appropriating half 
of the plot for other uses.  A new plan for the division of the land, on which the present 
Jewish cemetery is marked, shows the area of existing burials, with the remaining part 
marked as a reserve area of the municipality.  In practice, this gives the municipality the 
right to seize the land and use or sell it.  Because Pleven’s archives have been destroyed, 
there is no inventory to refer to and the exact boundaries of the cemetery are unknown.  A 
cemetery plot with an area of 11,000 square meters is mentioned in a document dating 
from 1942, which contains an inventory of the Jewish property in accordance with the 
Law for Protection of the State. This supports the community’s right to the land, but the 
local Jewish community hasn’t been able to prove its property rights because its archives 
have also been lost. Sections of this part of the cemetery have already been appropriated 
by the municipality for a new block of flats, and also for construction of an electric power 
supply substation, over the protests of the Jewish organizations. 
 
The present size of the cemetery is nine hectares and it contains about 250 gravestones.  
The stones are made of granite, marble and concrete and they are engraved in Bulgarian, 
Hebrew and Ladino.  The oldest stone dates from 1890.   No single gravestone has 
survived intact.  The gravestones – made of valuable materials, such as black marble or 
granite – were stolen, displaced or broken into pieces.  All lettering and inscriptions made 
of bronze were either stolen or knocked off.  Some graves have been desecrated in the 
course of the last 15 years.  Many of the inscriptions are lost forever and cannot be 
restored.  
 
Chelibon Grasiani, the only Jew who participated as a volunteer in the Russo-Turkish 
war, is buried in the Jewish cemetery in Pleven; his photograph is exhibited in the Pleven 
History Museum.   
 
Seasonal cleaning is carried out by respective offices of the Pleven municipality.  The 
Pleven regional branch of Shalom carries out seasonal treatment with chemicals to prevent 
grass growth.  
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 Pleven cemetery 
 

 
 Tombstone at the Pleven cemetery 
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Plovdiv 
 
Plovdiv is located 156 km southeast of Sofia, and is the second largest city in Bulgaria.  
It is an ancient town, known in antiquity as Philipopolis and Trimontsium.  During 
archeological excavations in the vicinity of the Central Post Office, remains of a 
synagogue dating from the third century C.E. were discovered.  The synagogue mosaic 
floor was removed and restored, but is not presently displayed.   
 
Plovdiv was the largest Bulgarian city and capital of Eastern Rumelia at the time of the 
country’s liberation from Ottoman Turkish domination.  The present-day Jews of Plovdiv 
are mostly descendants of Jewish immigrants who entered the Ottoman Empire from 
Spain circa 1496. Plovdiv currently has a Jewish population of about 300 people. 
 
Central Cemetery 
73, Knyaginya Maria Louisa Blvd.  
 
The present Jewish cemetery forms a section of the municipal cemetery.  It was created no 
later than 1878, as is indicated by the graves of Jews who participated in the Russian army 
and died in the battles for the liberation of Bulgaria. The neighboring cemetery sections 
are for Christians and Turkish Muslims.  Lack of free plots in the Christian section has put 
pressure on the Jewish cemetery, as Christian families sometimes demand space to bury 
their relatives in the Jewish section and are granted permission to do so.  
 
The cemetery is surrounded by a stone wall to the north and a wall of concrete panels to 
the northwest. The wall of concrete panels and a part of the stone wall were built several 
years ago with funds raised in a charity campaign. The wall, more than two meters high, 
separates the Jewish cemetery from the Roma families who live in the park with their 
domestic animals. There is no wall or fence on the side of the Christian cemetery. 
 
The present size of the cemetery is 1.47 hectares and it contains approximately 2,600 
gravestones.  The boundaries have shrunken slightly over the years as a result of illegal 
settlements of Gypsy families, the expropriation of approximately 0.5 hectares in 1938 
when the architectural plan of the town was changed, and an enlargement of the overall 
cemetery, which reduced the size of the Jewish section by one hectare. 
 
Between 1970 and 1990, it was thought that the Jewish and Turkish cemeteries at the 
Central Cemetery Park were going to be closed down due to architectural reasons, so 
during that period, Jews were buried in other cemeteries.  Most were in a cemetery on 
Rogozhko Chosse Street. 
 
Nearly all graves and gravestones in the Plovdiv Jewish cemetery are in their original 
locations. The Jews who died in the struggle against fascism are an exception, as their 
remains were moved to the Plovdiv Common Grave which was established to memorialize 
all of the victims of the anti-fascist struggle.  About 200 gravestones have been destroyed 
or stolen but there have never been acts of anti-Semitic vandalism in the cemetery.  
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Vegetation overgrowth in the cemetery is a serious problem. Access to some graves is 
hindered in summer and early autumn and some graves are damaged as a result.  
The oldest gravestones probably date from the time of Bulgaria’s liberation of 1878.  
They are made of granite and marble and engraved in Bulgarian and Hebrew. 
 
The Plovdiv Jewish cemetery is owned by the Plovdiv municipality and is managed by 
the Funeral Activities Municipal Company.  For several years, Shalom, Plovdiv, and the 
Funeral Activities Municipal Company have been making efforts to cope with the 
vegetation overgrowth problem by cutting wild trees and bushes and treating the territory 
of the cemetery with herbicides. Also, the local Jewish community raised money from its 
members and erected a high panel wall which separated the cemetery from the Roma 
families living nearby. 
 
The whole cemetery park is locked at night and the watchmen of the Funeral Activities 
Municipal Company are in charge of the keys.  Management of all cemeteries in the town 
is conducted by the Funeral Activities Municipal Company, located at Knyaginya Maria 
Louisa Blvd, Plovdiv, 73. 
 

 
 Plovdiv cemetery 
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 Plovdiv cemetery 
 

 
 Tombstone at the Plovdiv cemetery 
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Ruse (Rousse) 
Residential district Charodeika 
 
Jews first settled in Ruse at the end of the 18th century.  Ruse had a Jewish population of 
150 people when the survey was conducted. 
 
Old Jewish Cemetery 
 
The old cemetery, which was used until 1965, is now the Park of the National Revival. 
The remains of some of the deceased buried there were moved to the new cemetery. 
There is no information available about the extent of the transfer, and whether all remains 
were moved.  
 
New Cemetery 
 
A plot in the central cemetery was allocated for a Jewish cemetery in 1965.  It is not 
explicitly marked by a sign but its boundaries are clearly recognizable and defined.  Once 
inside the main cemetery, a cobblestone path leads to the Jewish section.  The Jewish 
section is 0.02 hectares in size and it contains approximately 50 graves.  The gravestones 
are made of granite, marble and limestone and they are engraved in Bulgarian and 
Hebrew.  The boundaries of the Jewish cemetery have shrunk over the years from 
surrounding housing development.  The site is surrounded by a stone wall on two sides; 
on the other two sides it borders on the Turkish and Armenian sections.  It has a front 
gate that does not lock.  
 
The appearance of the cemetery is good.  The Shalom organization in Ruse takes good 
care of the cemetery.  The grass is cut several times a year and the paths between the 
graves are paved with concrete. In 1999, after the cemetery was vandalized, more than 20 
graves had to be restored. Guards who are responsible for the security of the whole 
cemetery park protect the site. There continue to be burials in the cemetery. 
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 Ruse cemetery 
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 Tombstone at the Ruse cemetery 
 

 
 Ruse cemetery 
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 Tombstone at the Ruse cemetery 

 
 Tombstone at the Ruse cemetery

Samokov 
Shipochene village, five km from Samokov 
 
The Jewish cemetery is situated in the municipal cemetery, which is located at the crest 
of a hill.  It contains 20 sandstone gravestones, most of which date from the 18th century.  
The inscribed epitaphs are in Bulgarian and Hebrew. The last known Jewish burial in the 
cemetery was in 1950.  The site is now neglected and used as a waste dump.  It is 
surrounded by makeshift huts occupied by Roma and is unfenced. 
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Tombstone at the Samkov cemetery 
 

 
Samkov cemetery 



 

  

  
 

53

Shumen (Kolarovgrad, 1950 – 1966) 
Located next to Stadium Number 17 
 
The original cemetery in Shumen was founded at the end of the 16th century.  A new 
cemetery was established in 1872 because of an outbreak of cholera.  The last known 
Jewish burial at this site was in 1964. 
 
The cemetery is owned by the local Jewish community and it is marked by a Magen 
David (a six-pointed “Jewish” star) on the gate.  Access can be obtained with permission.  
The site is 0.46 hectares in size and it contains about 650 headstones.  These include 
vertical headstones in a variety of shapes, as well as horizontal slabs and the higher 
horizontal “breadloaf” type of gravestone that resembles a sarcophagus with a rounded 
top.  Many of the vertical headstones are decorated with enameled portraits of the 
deceased and simple decorative devices – especially the Magen David.  Inscriptions are 
in Hebrew and Bulgarian.   
 
Only a part of the old fence with a gate that locks still survives.  There are signs of 
commercial or industrial encroachment in places not surrounded by the fence. Though 
vegetation is a constant problem, the Jewish community clears the cemetery seasonally. 
 
There is a commemorative monument to 356 individuals whose remains were moved to 
this site in 1935.  There is also a pre-burial house at the site. 
 

 
Shumen cemetery 
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Shumen cemetery 
 

  
 Tombstone at the Shumen cemetery 
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 Shumen cemetery 
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Silistra 
 
The first Jewish community in Silistra was established in the 16th century. When the 
survey was conducted, the Silistra Jewish population consisted of only 14 people. The 
Jewish cemetery is located near the Romanian boarder, next to the old Christian 
cemetery. 
 
An oil factory and several residential blocks now occupy the cemetery site.  There is no 
fence or gate marking the boundaries of the 1,200 square meter site.  Scores of marble 
and granite gravestones inscribed in Bulgarian, Hebrew, and Romanian, mostly from the 
20th century, are still visible, though most of the site is obscured by thick vegetation.   
 
Rabbi Eliezer Papo, an influential expert on Jewish law and ethics who was born in 
Sarajevo in 1785, was buried in the Jewish cemetery after his death in a cholera epidemic 
in the 1820s. His tomb is a place of pilgrimage, and a new monument, separated from the 
other graves by a fence, was constructed in 1998.  A mikveh (ritual bath) was also 
recently built there for the use of pilgrims. 
 
The site is owned by the national Jewish community. 
 

 
 Entrance gate to the Silistra cemetery 
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 Grave at the Silistra cemetery 
 

 
Silistra cemetery 
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Remains of a tombstone at the Silistra cemetery 
 

 
Silistra cemetery 
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Sliven 
 
Sliven currently has a Jewish population of about 50 people. 
 
Its Jewish cemetery was established around 1900 and the last known Jewish burial was in 
1970.  The site is part of a municipal cemetery which is surrounded by a fence with a gate 
that locks.  The Jewish section is 0.25 hectares in size and contains only 40-50 visible 
gravestones, with somewhat less than a quarter of these toppled, broken or otherwise 
vandalized.  Some were vandalized or stolen between 1980 and 1990.  The marble and 
granite gravestones are inscribed in Bulgarian and Hebrew.  Most date from the 20th 
century.  Overgrowth is a year-round problem but the municipality occasionally has the 
site cleared.   
 

 
Sliven cemetery 
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Sliven cemetery 
 

 
Sliven cemetery 
 



 

  

  
 

61

 
Sliven cemetery 

Sofia 
Central Sofia Cemetery 14, Zavodska Str.  
 
Sofia is home to approximately 2,500 Jews, which is roughly half of the entire Jewish 
population of Bulgaria.  The Jewish cemetery is a part of the Central Sofia Cemetery, 
which is maintained by the Municipal Cemetery Parks Company.  The cemetery is 
50,000 square meters in size and it contains about 7,000 gravestones, most of which are 
toppled or broken.  The stones are made of granite, marble, and limestone, and engraved 
in Bulgarian, Hebrew, and Ladino.  Most date from the 20th century.   
 
The cemetery is divided into numbered groups and lots.  It contains a pre-funeral hall, 
several ohels, a pre-burial house and a memorial grave for Jews killed by fascists during 
the Holocaust.  The cemetery is surrounded by a stone wall with a gate that is locked at 
night and is also guarded around the clock.  The site is maintained by the Central 
Israelitic Spiritual Council, but the Jewish community lacks sufficient funds to hire 
enough caretakers for regular maintenance of such a large site. Therefore, vegetation 
overgrowth and water drainage are year-round problems.   
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Tombstone at the Sofia cemetery 

 
Tombstone at the Sofia cemetery
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Tombstone at the Sofia cemetery 
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Tombstone at the Sofia cemetery 
 

 
Sofia cemetery 
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Sofia cemetery 
 

 
Sofia cemetery 
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Sofia cemetery 

Varna 
Varna, 1, Andrei Saharov Str. 
 
There has been a Jewish community in Varna since the 15th century. The present Jewish 
population numbers about 250 people.  
 
First Cemetery 
 
The first Jewish cemetery in Varna was near the seacoast and functioned until 1935, 
when it was confiscated and made into a city garden.  
 
So-called Old Cemetery (Municipal Cemetery) 
 
With the closing of the first Jewish cemetery in 1935, a new Jewish burial place was 
opened the same year as part of the municipal cemetery, and is known today as the “Old 
Cemetery.”  Only one gravestone, dated 1878, remains from the first cemetery. It is now 
kept in the municipal museum.  The community erected a memorial wall in the old 
Cemetery engraved with the names of several hundred people who were buried in the 
first cemetery.   
 
The Jewish section of the municipal Cemetery is 0.7 hectares in size and it contains 342 
graves and a pre-burial house.  The marble and granite gravestones, with inscriptions in 
Hebrew and Bulgarian, all date from the 20th century.  The site is surrounded by a fence 
with a gate that locks.   
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“Shalom”–Varna (the regional branch of The Organization of the Jews in Bulgaria) takes 
care of the cemetery.  Overgrowth is a year-round problem but the site is occasionally 
cleared. The cemetery has never been vandalized. 
 

 
Varna cemetery 

 
Varna cemetery 
 

 
Varna cemetery 
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Varna cemetery 

Vidin 
 
The Jewish population of Vidin is about 25 people. 
 
The Jewish community maintains a cemetery.  It was established in 1879 and the oldest 
known grave is from 1880.  Most gravestones are from the 20th century and the last 
known Jewish burial was in 1976.  The site is 1.85 hectares in size and it contains 1,056 
headstones.  The gravestones – a mix of vertical and horizontal matzevot – reflect the mix 
of Sephardi and Ashkenazi Jewish cultural traditions.  The stones are granite, marble, and 
limestone with funerary inscriptions in Bulgarian, Hebrew, and Yiddish.  Three 
gravestones were moved to the Christian cemetery.   
 
The site is not protected by a fence, gate, or any other means.  The cemetery was 
seriously vandalized for the first time in 1980, and, presumably, many times afterward.  
The systematic devastation of the cemetery is shocking.  Gravestones have been smashed 
and graves excavated by scavengers looking for treasures.  Overgrowth is a year-round 
problem and water drainage is a seasonal problem at the site. 
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Vidin cemetery 
 

 
Vidin cemetery 
 



 

  

  
 

70

 
Vidin cemetery 
 

 
Part of a tombstone at the Vidin cemetery 
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Yambol (Iambol) 
1 Graf ignatiev 
 
Jews have been in Yambol since the 18th century.  Today, there are approximately 70 Jews 
in the local community.  An earlier Jewish cemetery was destroyed.  The new Jewish 
cemetery was established in 1980 as a section of the municipal cemetery and it is still in 
use.  The gravestones are made of granite and marble with inscriptions in Hebrew and 
Bulgarian.  Some of gravestones have portraits on them.  The new Cemetery is 0.05 
hectares in size and is surrounded by a fence with a gate that locks.  Vegetation 
overgrowth and water drainage are constant problems at the site.  The Jewish community 
occasionally clears the vegetation.   
 

 
Yambol cemetery 
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Tombstone at the Yambol cemetery 
 

 
Yambol cemetery 
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Yambol cemetery 
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Appendix I: Agreement Between the United States and 
Bulgaria 
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Appendix II: Contacts 
 
Jewish Communities: 
 
Sara Cohen 
Executive Director 
Organization of the Jews in Bulgaria “Shalom” 
50, Al. Stambolijski Blvd. 
1303 Sofia, Bulgaria 
Tel:  +359-2-926-53-13 / 986-67-00 
Tel/Fax:  981-11-39 
Email:  sara@shalom.bg 
 
Robert Djerassi 
Deputy Country Director for Bulgaria 
The American Jewish Joint Distribution Office in Bulgaria 
50, Al. Stambolijski Blvd. 
1303 Sofia, Bulgaria 
Tel:  +359-2-981-4332 
Fax:  +359-2-981-4527 
Email:  robert@jdcbul.org 
 
Dr. Oved Azaria Farhi 
President 
Organization of the Jews in Bulgaria “Shalom” – Varna 
7 Musala Street 
9000 Varna, Bulgaria 
Tel:  +359-52 / 612-653 
Fax:  +359-52 / 612-653 
Email:  shalomva@mail.orbital.bg  
 
Simantov Madjar 
President 
Organization of the Jews in Bulgaria “Shalom” – Plovdiv 
4000 Plovdiv 
20, Hristo G. Danov Street 
Tel:  +359-32-632-149 
Fax:  +359-32-63-2636 
Email:  shalompl@mail.orbitel.bg     
 
Rabbi Behor Kahalon 
Chief Rabbi of Bulgaria 
Central Synagogue 
13 Exzarh Iosif Street 
1303 Sofia, Bulgaria 
Tel/Fax:  +359-2-983-1273 
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Becca Lazarova  
Jewish Community Center “Shalom”  
50 Alexander Stamboliiski St  
Sofia 1303, Bulgaria 
Tel: +359-2-400-6317  
 
Other:  
 
International Minorities and Intercultural Relations Center (IMIR) 
Antim I, 55 Sofia 
Tel:   +359-2-324-044 
Email: minority@imir-bg.org; imir@einet.bg  
Website: www.imir-bg.org 
 
Nadia Kovacheva  
National Institute for Cultural Monuments (NIPK) 
Dondukov 16, Sofia 
Tel:  +359-2-988-5782 
 
Center for Architectural Studies  
Bulgarian Academy of Sciences  
1113 Sofia, Acad. G. Bonchev Str. bl. 1  
Tel/Fax: + 359-2-8724-620 
E-mail: danizen@iwt.bas.bg 
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