


We Accept Responsibility

W\ accept responsibility for those
who never get dessert,
who have no safe blanket to drag behind them,
who watch their parents watch them die,
who can't find any bread to steal,
who don't have any rooms to clean up,
whose pictures aren’t on anybody’s dresser,
whose monsters are real.

And, we accept responsibility for those whose
nightmares come in the daytime,
who will eat anything,
who have never been to a dentist,
who aren’t spoiled by anybody,
who go to bed hungry, and cry themselves to sleep,
who live and move but have no being.

We accept responsibility for children,
who want to be carried and for those who must,
for those we never give up on and for those who
don't get a second chance.
For those we smother...and for those who will grab
the hand of anybody kind enough to offer it.
We accept responsibility.

Adapted from Ina J. Hughs, The Oklahoma Observer
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“1f we' re doing something wrong, we' re adults who' [l admit it, y
we Il try to fix it, we'll try to fund it, deal withit. But when Nebraska’s
these kids don’t even come across our radar screen, you worry.” |_ 0 St

Governor Mike Johanns Children

Children’s Deaths: A Dark Time for Nebraska

For years, the Foster Care Review Board (FCRB) hasrai sed concernsabout Nebraska schild welfare
system,* and routingly maderecommendationsfor improvements. Concernshaveincluded:

»  Mog peoplecdl Child Protective Services(CPS) to report child abuse; however, law enforcement is
thefirst responder tocalls. Insomecasesthereisalack of communication betweenthese
co-managed systems;

» Lawenforcement officers, thefirst waveof child protectionin Nebraska, havelittleor notrainingon
how toevauateachild' simmediaterisk for harm;

*  Overburdenedworkersareunableto giveall casesadequate attention;

*  Anunwiddy computer sysem; and

»  Many abuseand neglect reportsarenot prioritized, investigated or ppropriately evauated for child's
safety. Insomecasesthereisno responseto seriousallegations- evento reports made by medical
professonds.

Thesearesomeof the problemswhi ch have contributed to Nebraskachildren, not only being abused and
neglected, but beingkilled. 12003, FCRB concernsabout children’ssafety increased dramaticaly asnews
reportscarried moreand morestoriesof deathsof children. The casethat movedthe Board into assertive
actionwasthemurder of DianaMoling, atoddler in Grand Idand.

InJuly 2003, Diand sfather stripped her naked, soaked her withicecold water, and forced her tostandona
box infront of afan. He punched, kicked and repeeatedly lashed her with abdlt. Thetwo-year-oldwas
brutally murdered whileher mother and other rd ativesstood by.

TheResearch

FCRB ExecutiveDirector Carol Sttt and st&ff - primarily OmahaReview Specidist Supervisor Tammy
Peterson - beganto search for information on children’sdeathsover aperiod of years. They wereshocked
by the high number, the violenceand suffering endured by the children, thenumber knowntothechildwefare
system, and the number of reportsto the Child Protective Services (CPS) division of the Department of
Hedlth and Human Serviceswhichwerenot accepted or investigated.

* The core entities of the child welfare system are Child Protective Services, the Department of Health and Human
Services (DHHS), law enforcement, county attorneys, and the judiciary. In the broad sense, it includes educators,
daycare providers, physicians, therapists, and other adults who come into contact with children all of whom are
obligated to report suspected abuse. For children known to the system, it also includes DHHS contractors (who are
responsible for the safety of children in their placementsincluding during visitation and while transporting),
guardians ad litem, parental attorneys, foster parents, group homes, and specialized facilities.
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Ne b 'as ka’ S “ The tragedy of these deaths; unnoticed and
|_ 0 St uncounted until recently, dwarfsall else.”

C h | | d F'en Senator Curt Bromm, Speaker

Theresearch, combined withthat later conducted by the Lincoln Journal Sar and OmahaWorld Herald,
revededthat Snce 1997, a least 33 children had beenkilled a the handsof their fathers, mothers, mothers
boyfriends, sepfathers, other rdatives, or by afogter parent. And, thenumber of desthshasbeenincreasing
annudly aandarmingrate. In 2003, eevenchildrenwerekilled. 102002, eight childrenwerekilled, andin
2001 fivemet untimely desths. Fivechildrenwerekilledin 2000, twoin 1999, onein 1998, and onein 1997.

Of the33childrenkilled:
» 27 (82%) were newborn through fiveyearsold.
* 14 (44%) werenot known to the system before their degths.
19 (58%) had been reported to either CPS or law enforcement.
* 3 (9%) werewardsof the court at thetime of their deaths.

TheBoard' sresearch showsthat CPSisnot appropriately assessing and respondingtocalls. Many reports
made prior to children’ sdeathsshould havetriggeredinvestigations. Thesedtatisticsshow that CPSand law
enforcement must bemoreattentiveto, and ensuretimely actionon, dl reports. Thehigh number of desths
among newbornsthrough five-year-oldsindicatesthat particularly cosescrutiny must begiventoreports
related to the very young who areat the greatest risk of injury and death from abuse.

After meeting with the Board regarding the children’ sdesths, the Governor Johannsagreed to spearhead the
effort toexamineandimproveuponthechild welfare system, and hedlowed the Board to examinethe
22,648 intake reportsrecorded onthe N-FOCUS system from July 2002 to July 2003. TheBoard
conducted research on asampleof 6,000 of thesechild abuse or neglect cdls, and found that even though
40% of the cdlsshould have had further action, only 25% of thecdlsactudly had follow-up.

Theknown statisticsand facts are heart wrenching and ashameful revelation. Theindividua storiesand
facesof these vulnerableinnocentstell an even more poignant and ghastly story: astory of lost potential
and broken promises, astory of holesinasafety net that areliterally large enough for childrentofall
throughtotheir deaths.

Nebraskacan, and must, do better by itschildren. Wemust work harder to prevent physical, emotional
and psychologica harm from abuse and neglect. And, we cannot pretend that achild’ sdeathisan
aberration...thestatisticsbeliethat illusion. With the commitment of policy makersand citizensalike, we
canand must reform our child welfare systemto ensurethat no other child experiencesthe horror
suffered by “Nebraska'sLost Children.” =




horribletragedies.”

“ Protecting children is paramount to the level of civility by
which a society isjudged. We'll continue to do all we can to
prosecute this type of crime and work to help prevent these

Nebraska's
Lost
Children

Jon Bruning Nebraska Attorney General

Nebraska’s Lost Children

Following arethe childrenidentified by the FCRB, Lincoln Journal Sar and OmahaWorld Herald
who havedied, from 1997 through 2003, not from ilinessor by accident, but dueto physical brutality at
the hands of fathers, mothers, mothers’ boyfriends, stepfathers, other relatives, or afoster parent. Of
these 33 children, 27 (82%) were under the age of five at thetimethey were murdered, and 14 (44%)
wereknownto the system prior to their deaths. Those cases having had some Child Protective
Services(CPS) or law enforcement involvement areindicated with an asterisk.

2003

Ameel EagleFeather-Boston, 11 weeks,
Omaha. Thebruisedinfant died Nov. 30from
severd skull fractures. Hisfather, Edward
Boston, hasbeen charged withfelony child
abuseresulting in desth.

* Alexandria Springer, 21 months, Omaha.
Died Aug. 27 after being admitted to the
emergency roomwith
head-to-toebruises, a
swollenbrainstemand
bleeding from her ears.
Previoudy, Alexandrias
mother’srightstotwo
other children had been
terminated dueto neglect.
Authoritiesreceived threereportsregarding
Alexandria swelfareprior to her death. Her
mother’sboyfriend, Ronald Phel ps, was booked
onsuspicion of child abuseresultingin death.

*Vanessa Casillas, 13, North Platte. Died
Aug. 8fromafall downagrainelevator after
drinking. CPShad
received two reportsprior
to her death. Her 20-
year-old cousin hasbeen
chargedwithfelony child
abuse, and two other youth
werecharged with felony
child abuse, trespassing,
and minor in possession.

TorranceWoods, 10 weeks, North Platte.
DiedAug. 1from head injuriesand rib fractures.
Her father, William
Woods, was charged with
felony child abuse of
Torrance, and emotionad
. abuseof Torrances' three-
year-old brother. Woods
faces20yearstolife.




Nebraska's
Lost
Children

look at.”

“It's disgusting to see what’s going on with children and
abuse. If money isthe answer, money iswhat we'll have to

Senator Roger Wehrbein
Chair, Appropriations Committee

2003 continued

DianaMoaling, 2, Grand Idland. Murdered July
23. Because shewet the bed, Diana sfather,
Germa Malina, alegedly
stripped her naked, poured
icecold water over her
body, and forced her to
stand on abox infront of a
» whirlingfan. Hestruck her
with abelt up to 100 times,
then punched and kicked
her tothefloor. Thisextreme abusetook place
continually over aperiod of 20to 24 hourswhile
thetoddler’ smother, DianaMolina, and other
relativesstood by. Germai, previoudy knownto
arealaw enforcement, hasbeen charged with
first-degreemurder. Diana smother faceslifein
prisonfor permitting child abuseresultingin
death.

*RebeccaWilliams, 13, Omaha. Found dead
June 18, two weeks after being reported
missing. CPShad received
two reportswith allegations
against her step- father.
Although another 13-year-
oldisthe primary suspect,
adeputy saidthe
“dysfunctioninthehome
life had something to do
withwhat contributed to her death.” No arrests
have been made.

*Jayden Swartwood, 4, North Platte. Died
June17. Hewasfound barely consciousafter
being trappedinacar
trunk. Authorities
determined Jayden
crawledintothetrunk
whilehismother dept, and
accidentally locked himself
inside. CPShad received
threereportsregarding
Jaydenand hissiblings, including onefroma
professiona inthe systemwho recommended
immediateremoval. Hismother, Lynette
Swartwood, received 18 months probation for
misdemeanor child abuse. Two other children
have been removed from the home.

JamesDexter, 2, Omaha. Died June 13from
severeburnsafter being forced to sitinatub of
hot water for fiveminutes.
James mother admitted
that her boyfriend, John
Horst, purposely scalded
thetoddler. Horst has
‘B beenchargedwithfelony

| childabuse.




“1f you are going to have Child Protective Services
- if you are going to have a hotline - it needsto be
more effective. You can't just have people call in
and nothing’s looked into and nothing’s done.”

Saci Wise, Jayciona Fleming's Foster Mother

Nebraska's
Lost
Children

2003 continued

*BriannaPope, 3, Omaha. Died May 10 from
chronicabuse. She suffered blunt traumato her
chest, abdomen and
extremities, wasseverdly
dehydrated, and had
extensvebruising on her
back and legsat various
stagesof hedling. There
wasahistory of law
enforcement being called
to thehousefor domestic
violence. Numerousrelativessay they had
called CPS expressing fears Briannawas
unsafe. Leonard Burks, Brianna sstepfather,
waschargedwithfelony childabuse. The
FCRB hasasked the state Attorney Genera to
consider upgrading thechargestofirst degree
murdey.

* Jayciona Fleming, 18 months, Omaha. Died
March 17 dueto shaken baby syndrome. CPS
had receivedfivecalls
reporting safety concerns.
Four daysprior to her
murder, aCPSworker saw
Jaycionaand, notingfacia
injuries, suggested to her
mother, LatonyaHeming, that
she seek medical attention.
L ater that day, ahospital requested placement
for Jaycionabecause of her injuries: bruised

armsand thigh, red bumpson her head, cutsto
her face, and afading bruise over aneye.
Placement was secured, then canceled. Law
enforcement, having noinformationonthe
mother’ shistory (her previousinvolvement with
CPS, and thefact that other children had been
removed from the home), rel eased Jaycionato
thewoman whowouldkill her. Her mother has
been charged in her death.

Brendan Gonzalez, 4, Plattsmouith.
Disappeared in January. Hisbody isyet to be
found. Brendan'sfather,
Ivan Henk (a.k.a. Hank),
confessed to murder while
incarcerated for obstructing
justiceinthesearchfor
Brendan. Hehasbeen
chargedwithhisson’s
death.




Nebraska's
Lost
Children

“Why after so many years and so much
money and so many people doing so much
work could it seem to be that things are

worse? Thisisa soul-darkening question.”

Senator David Landis

2002

Faith Klabunde, 18 months, Omaha. Died
Dec. 17 fromshaking,
alegedly by her mother’s
boyfriendwho denies
wrongdoing. Hospitd staff
noted Faith had abruise
on her forehead and small
bruisesthe size of apencil
' eraser covered her body.
Her mother said Faith had
falen out of her crib and, sincetheincident, had
been vomiting, deepy, and nauseated. Faith’'s
two sblingswereplaced infoster care.

*Brian Valdivia, 11 weeks, Omaha. Diedfrom
shaken baby syndromeon Nov. 1. According
to CPS'sinitia assessment, therewasalong
history of domesticviolence. Hismother was
arrested.

ViviannaM ur o, 8 months, Lexington. Vivianna
wastaken off life support Oct. 28 after it was
determined shewasbraindead. Sheaso
suffered 10 broken ribsand brokenfingers. Her
parentswerearrested theday of Viviana sdeath,
and her brother was placed in out-of-home care.
An examination showed Viviana sbrother so
had askull fracture of an undetermined age.
Illegal drugswerefoundinthehome. The
parents have pleaded no contest.

Curtavious*” CJ” Boykins, 2, Omaha. “CJ’
waskilledAug. 16 at abirthday party by stray
bulletsfiredin agang-related shooting among
attendees. The shooter, Demetrius Nelson, was
identified by fellow gang members. Nelson
pleaded no contest to second-degree murder
and use of aweapon.

Taylor Haase-Cross, 3 months, Lincoln.
Pronounced dead May 27. After hisdeath, a
nursefrom the hospital advised the CPShotline
that Taylor had old and new bruisestothebrain.
Hisfather, Bradley Haase, was sentenced up to
10yearsfor felony child abuseresultingindeeth.

Antonio Wither spoon, 13, was shot to death
April 12 at ahousing complexinOmaha. CPS
closed the case one month after hisdeath. Itis
suspected the shooting wasgang related. No
arrests have been made. 1n 1994, Antonio and
hissiblingswere statewards, and hismother was
placed on central registry ascourt substantiated
neglect.




“It'sfrustrating because it seems like as a family
we tried to do everything we could do, other than
kidnapping him and not letting him go back.”

Deb Banik, Layne Banik’s stepmother

Nebraska's
Lost
Children

2002 continued

*Darvell Gulley, 13, Lincoln. A stateward for
twoyears, Darvell died of
asphyxiation after being
physicdly restrainedat a
homerun by Developmenta
Servicesof Nebraska
Over 160 complaintshad
been made against the
facility. Nocitationswere
issued or crimina chargesfiled.

AnnetteHirsch, 2, Alliance. Died Feb. 26
from multiple blunt forceinjuriesto the head after
being hit causing her headtodamagainsta
bathtub. Her grandmother, MichelleHirsch, was
sentenced to 25 to 30 yearsfor mand aughter.

2001

lycisHender son, 11 weeks, Lincoln. Died
Dec. 17 from shaking and beating. Shehad old
bruises, askull fracture, and severebleedingin
thebrain. Thefather, whoisthe suspect, told
authoritiesthat lycisfel out of her highchair, and
stopped bregathing.

*Maximillian Ward, 3, Omaha. Diedin
December after being put
[ q into scalding bath water as
- i' 1; body wasfoundin 2003in
received two reportsprior
toMax’sdeath dleging
mother, TameckaGriffin. Sheisawaitingtria for
child abuse. Timothy Sullivan, her boyfriend,

aformof punishment. His
XL ii amakeshift grave. CPS
ﬁm:.ﬁm ' . :
physica neglect by his
was sentenced to 20to 25 years.

*LayneBryan-Banik, 3, Omaha. Found dead
inhishomeMay 8 dueto smothering. Heaso
had fracturesonanarm, an
elbow, andaleg. Ricky
Jm, hismother’sboyfriend,
was sentenced to 40 to 50
years. Hismother, Candi
Bryan, was not charged.
Layne sfamily say they
made repeated but futile
effortsto get CPSor police
involved, and related concernsto adoctor who
did not call authorities. CPSsaysthereare
records of two reports, but not of thelast made
just prior to Layne’ sdesath.




Nebraska's
Lost
Children

“1n every one of these deaths, there was an intake and
investigative failure - That's what | saw.”

Doug Warner, Scotts Bluff Deputy County Attorney

2001 continued

*Peyton DuaneKreikemeier, 4 months,
Plattsmouth. Diedfrom
shaken baby syndrome
perpetuated by hisday
careprovider, Terrie
Hicks. Hickswas
sentenced to 10to 15
years.

*Quincey SSimmons, 3, Omaha. Died March
24fromblunt force
traumato hishead at the
handsof hisfoster mother,
MonicaRobinson, whois
servingsixto 15 years.
Therewere prior
investigationsof thefoster
home. Robinson had
specifically stated shewanted only malesover
agesix placed with her. The FCRB submitted a
letter to DHHS expressing concern with the
home, and recommended therebe no future
placements. Quincey was placed with Robinson
after thewarning.

2000

Timothy Sanley, 6 weeks, wastaken off life
support June 23 because of brain death caused
by shaking injuriessustained June 11. Hisfather,
Edward Stanley, asenior Air Forceairman at
Offutt Air Force Base, was sentenced for
involuntary mandaughter.

*LataraChandler, 13, Omaha Killed Nov. 11
by her mother’sboyfriend, Arthur Lee Gales, as
was her brother. Gales
and L atara’'smother, Judy,
had an argument thenight
of themurders. Judy was
beaten and | eft for dead on
railroad tracks. Latara
was raped and strangled.

|

*Tramar Chandler, 7, Latara sbrother, was
killed Nov. 11 by drowning in the bathtub.
Arthur LeeGales, his
mother’sboyfriend, was
sentenced to deathinthe
electricchair for the
murdersof Tramar and his
Sister Latara, andthe
attempted murder of their
mother Judy. Duringthe
tria, prosecutors pointed out Gale€'scriminal
history, including his1987 convictionin Florida
for armed sexual battery and armed robbery.
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see these types of numbers again.”

“It issad that it took so many children to dieto
awaken the Sate of Nebraska to take action. Now it is
imper ative that we be ever vigilant to assure that we never

Senator Ray Aguilar

Nebraska’s
Lost
Children

2000 continued

* Austin Jensen, 2, Omaha. Murdered June
28 by hisfather, Justin Jensen. Jensenand
Austin’'smother, Crystal Granholm, had aviolent
relationship. Jensenkilled both of hischildren
and Crystal, thenkilled himsdlf.

*Christian Jensen, 3, brother of Austin.
Murdered by hisfather Justin Jensenwho had an
extensvecrimina history of violent actsback to
age 16. A neighbor once confronted Jensen
after Crystal said Jensen had choked her.
Jensen’sresponsewas, “s0?’ Itissuspected
Jensen wason drugsat thetime of the murders.

1999

Adam Gomez, 3, Scottsbluff. Killed and
dismembered by his
mother’sboyfriend,

Raymond Mata, inmid-
March. Mataplaced
Adam’sbody partsina
freezer, inadog food bag,
and dog bowl. Matawas
sentenced to death.

JarmareillaHicks, 9 months, Lincoln. Died
March 14 fromshaking. Hisfather, Lyndell
WEells, was sentenced to 20 to 22 years.

1998

*Wyatt Campbell, 22 months, Lincoln. Died
fromheadtrauma. His
mother, FranciscaPleines,
wasconvicted of crimina
conspiracy, and her
boyfriend, Vernon Hayes, of
first-degree murde.
Prosecutorssaid Pleines
kicked and punched Wyaitt
inthe head two daysbefore he died, and that
Hayes struck the boy in the head numeroustimes
inthe hoursbefore hewastakento ahospital. A
year prior to Wyatt'sdeath, the state terminated
Pleine sparentd rightsto another son. Pleines
and Hayeswere sentenced to 22 to 30 years.

1997

L orenzo Salicido, 8 months, Kearney.
Murdered by drowning inthebathtub. Histwin
siblingswere placed in protective custody after
Lorenzo'sdeath. Hisfather pleaded guilty to
involuntary mand aughter, and sentenced 18
monthsto four years. Hewas paroled and
deported in January 2002. =

Information from FCRB, Lincoln Journal
Sar, Sept. 6, 2003, reporter Margaret Reist,
and Omaha World Herald, Sept. 6, 2003,
reporters Jeremy Olson and Karyn Spencer.
Edited and reprinted from “Looking Out for the
Children,” Fall, 2003.
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“ Our research shows our current systemis not structured to )
protect children. If the revelations of multiple children’s deaths N e b Fas ka S
is not enough to make us look at staffing, supervision, and the

system’s structure, what is?” LOSt

Children

FCRB Executive Director Carolyn Sitt

The Board Calls for Major Change to Ensure
Children’s Safety and Well Being

Inlight of 33 children having died and ongoing research of 22,648 intake reports, the Board’ sfearsfor
children’ssafety hasreached an unprecedented level. How many children are suffering and in danger
duetointake and investigation breakdowns?

TheBoard' srecent researchon“ Janet’s’ caseillustratesthe system’sfailureto protect children:

» Thefirst cdl regarding the 11-month-old * Janet” wasfrom daycarereporting the child’smother
was" drunk and smoking pot.” Thecall wasscreened out “for referral.”.

* Therewereat |east eight additional reportsover thenext 30 monthsallegingthe
mother’sdruguseand deteriorating behavior. All callswere screened out.

* Findly, after thetenth report, law enforcement took the child from her mother. Four-year-old
“Janet” had been | eft with various people throughout her childhood, was shoel essand homel ess,
and her mother apparently was continually ondrugs.

TheBoardiscalling for reform, and recommending aredesign of the system, including the creation of
I nvestigation and Prosecution Centersto addresstop concerns.

»  Poor intake screening and investigation of theintakes.

» Littleor nosupervisionof decisions.

* Inadequate safety evaluations.

» Failureto communicatewith law enforcement regarding many cases.

These concernswould be addressed by the single-managed, adequately staffed Centerswhichwould:
* Receiveandimmediately evaluate cdlsalleging abuseor neglect.
*  When gppropriate, dispatch specialy trained staff to investigate all egations.
» HaveaCenter Coordinator to review intakes and assure appropriate action istaken.
» Havelaw enforcement officersand child abuseinvestigators conducting joint investigationsin
casesinvolving seriousbodily injury, death of asibling, or sexual abuse.
» Initiatejuvenilecourt proceedingsfor children removed fromthe home.

Theflow chart onthefollowing pageillustrateshow callswoul d be handled and clear linesof authority. The
operation of thesepilot centershasnot beenfunded. m
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Blueprint for Accountability —
Building Investigation and Prosecution Centers

I nvestigation and Prosecution CentersK ey Responsibilities:

The center receivescallsalleging abuse or neglect, which areimmediately eva uated;

When appropriate, specially trained staff investigate the abuse and neglect alegations;

The Center Coordinator reviewsall intakesto assure appropriate action istaken;
Incasesinvolving seriousbodily injury, death of asibling, or sexua abuse, joint investigations
occur withlaw enforcement and child abuseinvestigatorsfrom the centers; and,

The center initiatesjuvenile court proceedingsfor children removed fromthe home.

Attorney General / County Attor ney

i

Child Abuse Callswill goto an Investigation and Prosecution Center where
previous contactswith thealleged perpetrators/family will be checked against both law
enforcement and HHS computer recordsto ensure investigatorsare aware of the
history of alegationsand any violent tendencies (the Governor hasfunded additional
accessto the computers)

Coordinator (asfunded by the Governor)
* Asaurescalsareassigned and responded to appropriately.
» Digpatcheslaw enforcement and/or child abuseinvestigators (asfunded by the
Governor) to calsaleging child abuse and/or neglect.

— i

L aw Enfor cement Child Abuselnvestigators
» Loca Law enforcement agencies. »  Specidly trained intake and assessment
» Providespecidly trained law workersemployed by the County
enforcement officerson call 24/7to H Attorneys Office(asfunded by the
investigate alegationsof abuse/ Governor)
neglect (Additiond trainingisinthe * Receiveinitia calsonabuseand neglect,
Governor’sbudget package) completeinitial assessments, andassstin
theinvestigation and removal of achild
when necessary.

Foster Care Review Board Recommended Child Protection System Design
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N eb ras ka’s “1t will take a combination of many remedies to
create a cure to the current problemsin the child

LOSt protection system.”

Children

Hon. John Icenogle, District Court Judge

Additional Recommendations to Protect Children

1. Prevention

Implement additiona prevention servicessatewideto stop potentia abuseor neglect, and reducethe
number of childrenwho must beremoved fromtheir homes. Such measuresshouldindudehome
vigtationstargeting newbornsto age5 year olds, and well baby checks.

14 of the 33 children killed (42% ) wer enot known tothe system befor etheir deaths

2. Intensify Prosecutionsfor SeriousAbuse
I ncrease prosecution of caregiversaccused of themost seriousallegationsleading to childrenbeing
removed fromthehome. Thiswould enablethe court to act ontheconditionsthat placed achildin
jeopardly.

Approximatey 25-33% of thechildren entering car ehaveendur ed seriousphysical abuse,
careqgiver neglect resultingin seriousphysical harm, fir st degr ee sexual abuse, and/or abuse
resultingin death of asibling

3. Specialized Case M anagement
Implement speciaized case management for young children and childrenwho have experienced severeor
chronicabuse, building on thesuccesses of thecurrent ICCU Units. Reduce casd oadsof specidized
casaworkers, enabling themto pursueintensve supervison of cases, and ensurethat each child's
developmental and safety needsaremet. Enhance caseworker supervisiontoincrease caseworkers
ability to creste pogtiveoutcomesfor children.

11CCU unitsare HHS Intensive Care and Coordination Units, with specialized case management for difficult cases.

3of 33children killed (9% ) wer ewar dsof thecourt at thetimeof their deaths

4. Workers

Additiona intakeand investigativeworkersare needed to reduce case oadsand dlow for collaboration
withloca law enforcement; victimand perpetrator interviews, collatera contacts, datacollectionand
input; preparation of reports; filing affidavits, and, attending court.  Additiona supervisorswould help
ensurethat risk factorsareaccurately rated on calsand provide needed monitoring of cases.
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“ The failures of the current child protection system are

evidenced by the numerous horrible and tragic deaths of |
helpless children. We call upon policy makers to make our N e bras ka S
children a priority, and to create, appropriately fund, and LO St

monitor a system that lives up to its name.”

Children

KayLynn Goldner, FCRB Sate Board Chairperson

5. ServiceContracts
Endthe practiceof HHS contracting for vistation, trangportation, and family support. Thedollarssaved
should be used for case managersand caseaides.

6. Foster Placements
Develop additiond foger placementsand retain qudity foster parentsby providing ongoing support,
training, servicesandincreased communication.

7 Redraints
Continueto implement measuresto monitor and reducethenumber of restraintsthat children experience
whileinstatecustody.

1 of 33 children waskilled by caregiver sduringarestraint m

It's Time to Protect Children

All have been shocked and revolted by therecent revel ation that since 1997, 33 children, 11 during
2003 aone, have been killed at the hands of their fathers, mothers, mothers' boyfriends, stepfathers,
other relatives, and even afoster parent. Themagjority were newbornsto agefive. Adding to the horror
of their brutal deathsisthefact that among the 11 casesin 2003, 6 could have been saved if Nebraska
had achild protection system that was sufficiently funded, appropriately staffed, and suitably focused.

Since Nebraskahaslearned of thesetragic deaths, the Governor, Department of Health and Human
Servicesdirector, the state Attorney Generd, thelegidature, thejudiciary, the pressand the public have
madetheir message clear that it istimeto protect children.

Never before have so many agreed that broad and substantial changeisessential. Whilewemournthe
lossof innocent lives, and weep for their pain and suffering, we must seize the unprecedented
opportunity to create asystemworthy of itsname; asystemthat truly protectschildren. m
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