
       The Peril of Presumptuous Planning.  James 4:13-17    9/25/11 #20

I. Introduction. 

II. Do you have big plans?  v. 13    

A. What kind of plans are people making?  v. 13  

B. Is it wrong to make plans and to set goals? 
1. God Himself plans.  Ps. 33:11  
2. The Bible commends planning.  Prov. 21:5 16:3 6:8  Gen. 41:35  Acts 11:29   
3. Those who refuse to plan experience frustration and humiliation.  Lu. 14:28-32  

C. Is it wrong to make money?
1. We are to work hard to fulfil our obligations and serve others.  Pr. 10:4 22:29

28:19  1 Ti. 5:8  Eph. 4:28 Ecc. 9:10  
2. Making money into an idol is evil. 1 Tim. 6:10  Mt. 6:19-21,33  
3. James speak out against rich oppressors.  5:1-6 1:10-11 2:6  Pr. 10:2    

III. You are guilty of leaving God out of your plans.  v. 14-16  

A. You have forgotten your limitations: life is brief and unpredictable. v. 14               
Lu. 12:19-20  Ps. 90:9-12 102:11 103:15  Isa. 40:6-8 56:12  Job 7:7,9 9:25
1. You presume that you will live, that you can travel, that you can execute your

plan, and that it will work.  
2. You do not know if you will be alive tomorrow.  Ps. 90:12   Luke 12:20   
3. You don’t know what the future will be like.     

B. You are living like a practical atheist, ignoring God.  v. 15  Acts 17:28  Rom. 1:21 

C. You boast in your arrogance.  v. 16  Mt. 26:33  I Jo. 2:16   I Co. 1:29ff 4:7
1. You think that you have the power to make things happen.   
2. Then you dare to take credit for your success.      

D. Your arrogance invites God’s judgment.
1. God is opposed to the proud.  4:6   Prov. 27:2  
2. God is able to humble you.  Daniel 4:30ff  Luke 12:20   
3. Humble yourself before God.  4:10  John 15:5   I Co. 4:7    

IV. Submit your plans to God.  v. 15-17 

A. Submit your plans to God’s sovereign will (providence).  v. 15   
1. You are not in control.  v. 14  Ps. 31:15  Heb. 9:27  
2. The Lord is in complete control of all things.  v. 15   Eph. 1:11  Rom. 8:28  Pr. 21:1
3. Your plans are subject to His approval and blessing.  Prov. 16:9   
4. When you make your plans, acknowledge your dependence upon the Lord.  v. 15    

Pr. 27:1  I Co. 4:19 16:7  Ro. 1:10  Acts 18:21  1 Pe. 3:17 Dt. 8:10-18   Ps. 127:1     
5. How can you know God’s plan (sovereign will)?  Deut. 29:29   Rom. 1:13  
6. When your plans are crushed, submit to God’s providence.  Mt. 6:10 26:39 
7. Trust that God’s plan is the best plan.   Rom. 8:28  
8. Does this mean effort on your part is not necessary?  Phil. 2:12-13,15 II Co. 5:9     

I Co. 9:26-27 I Ti. 4:7b Heb. 12:14 



B. Submit your plans to God’s revealed will (precepts).  v. 17  Luke 12:47  Pr. 3:5-6
1. The immediate application is that if you know that you should consciously submit

your plans to God’s will and then you don’t do it, you sin.
2. There is also a broader application – sin involves not only doing evil, but also

failing to do the good.  Mk, 12:29-31  Mt. 25:34ff  Lu. 10:30ff  1 Jo. 3:17  Ga. 6:9f
3. Are you making your plans in accord with God’s Word? 
4. Are you failing to do the right things?  1:22 Acts 17:30  Jo. 3:16 6:29  Mt. 28:18-20 

V. Concluding applications. 
A. Jesus perfectly submitted to the Father.  Mt. 26:39  Acts 10:38 
B. We humble ourselves before God as we turn to Christ. 

 

Discussion questions
1. What kind of planning is wise? 
2. Does the Bible teach that capitalism is wrong?
3. What is wrong with the plans made in James 4:13?
4. What should we have in mind when we make plans?
5. To what two aspects of God’s will should we submit our plans?
6. How should we respond when our plans don’t work out?
7. Why should we be humble when making plans? 
8. What are your goals and plans for the coming year?
9. Are there things you know God wants you to do which you are refusing to do?
10. How does this passage point to Christ? 


