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THE 

ElGHTY--SIXTH ANNUAL REfORT , 

FOR THE YEAR OF 1952. 

---
Secretary's Annual Report for 1952: 

"Hear the Word of the Lord, 0 ye 'lations, and declare 

it in the isles afar off" Jeremiah 31: 10. 

In his first address as the Lutheran Hour's new 
speaker, the Reverend Armind C. Old sen spoke these 
words: II In searching for a Bible passage that might 
serve as a text for this first sermon, I found just what 
I wanted in the third chapter of the book of Judges 
in the twentieth verse. It 1S part of one of the most 
unforgettable. although little-known scenes in Bible history. 
Israel was down. The days were evil-like ours. The 
future was dark -like ours. [n some places despots ruled 
with no thought of God and with little respect for the 
dignity of man - even as now. Then Ehud, the left-handed 
judge. of Israel, stepped upon the stage and into the 
presence I)f the Moab tyrant Egon with the startling 
announcement, '. I have a message from God unto thee. " 
1'he message was terrible, one of judgement and death. " 

Surely the message from God is terrible! It is one 
of judgement and death for all evil-doer:-:. unbeliAving 
and unrepentant sinners; but at the same time it is 
a message of love and pardon frem a gracious God 
who is seeking to win back to Hims~Jf a lost and re
bellious people. The message from a loving God is a. 
message of release from the power of the devil and of 
ransom paid in full with the Blood of the Lamb of God: 
"Knowing that ye were redeemed, not with corruptible 
things; but with silver or gold, from your vain manner 
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of life handed down from your fathers, but with pre
cious blood, as of a lamb without blemish and without 
Bpot, even the blood of Christ," I Peter 1. 18, 19. , 

The whole world is in need of a message from God 
as never before and we are thankful that it has been 
our privilege also this year to bring the message to 
the people of India. 

The twenty-sixth of September marked the eigbty
fifth anniversary of ·the day when Skrefsrud and Boerresen 
knelt by a stone at Benagaria and dedicated themselves 
to the task of bringing the Gospel to the Santals. Now 
in our eighty-sixth year we still ha.ve the open door 
of bringing the message to this great land ann we thank 
God for that blessing; the blessing of the open door 
~nd in the Word through which the open door to the 
Kingdom of Heaven is presented to all. 

The personnel present at the annual mISSIonary 
conference always changes from year to year, but this 
year our setting also changed. The annual missionary 
ooltference was held at Benagaria from the 25 th to the 
29ltb'of '-N6

i
vember instead of at Dumka 80S has been 

ousrtomary. r It wa.s -an :·inspiration to have the privilege 
of~h~v1ng the entire ti1.i8sion'fa:mily togethe,r for Christian 
feil~wship :~.du:f,lrn~ fUHf i :eaWfeT~nee'p':A ~ew 'wen&;'1UL8.ble 
to attend : for :~ri-ous . reasons,' and' '1ouv thoQghtiswa:nd 

p~~,er~ .\ ~et~ _;~~tl~ them." , 
,.. , , 'J flel :~! h(;) fIj. ',1 q::l.t;p'~l-jfjr '3[11 -!lS'H};'; 

~ "We" mi~sed' a number 6fonr f.iftl'ithful w.er~sfJthi8:\ 
y~art i as'Htwent'yfive' o'f 'Ollr ')adult'~ cttlh:isiol181:riBS<Hh81Vt9j gone: 
h8ffi~ MIj{her 'ffor': ftii-loiIghor flretirremerrrt,fdumng ;thisEYsar .. , 
Tw'M~EV hive retir"ed from'; tli!e'J;ttct:iire' missioiHHT lim and 
tg;ej~ i:b.cludeth~ foJlbwing::, the IflRe':\7f. T & 814l'l8LI :Bagger,i 
rlfl

• f,f~' M,rB'. ~BogB.~1 'Dr: q& 'MrgJl)'lH8IgeD~tdhe\ Rev .. ,r.·&;, 

~~ ~E:eHand, '=Mls1s: ~c!l¥urtlriH~H'&n,1l tlen Rev~ q &n~rs.! 
1f'~lffi-es~ U Dr. . DIi1~1il.a·j) 9 P~lMtt8eIl'rl &'Bd ~"d;he.b iRiev~ (J & ( Jeis': 
RlisitWPd!Ijnrli~~~ fFfetids,J)lUve(1 l!!J~t FeMS Jut} f~6"1 
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work in India, and have contributed much in the fellow
ship we, as a missionary family, enjoy. Their departure 
from the field means a loss to the mission, 'b~{'we 
thank God for their devoted service during th~ y~~ars 
spent here, and we wish them much joy and bres~~ing 
in their work at home. In addition to those meiltio
ned above we missed the following who hav,~deft for 
their respective homes for furlough: For Norwa'!: .the 
Rev. & Mrs. Glad, Miss E. Gulbrandsen, Miss ,Anq)'ea 
Halten, Miss Margit Hannevik, the Rev. -<$z:;.Mf~'J I. 
Hoyland, Miss Betzy Norby. and Miss Ragnhild i R,ein; 
For Denmark: Miss Elisabeth Krohn, Miss Ellen Laurl?en; 
For America: Miss Hilma Gjerde. The Rev.~ &" Mrs. 
Gausdal, the General Superintendent of t!le, (Eb~p~zer 
Lutheran Chul'ch, were our representatives J . at ' :the 
Lutheran World Federation conference h~Ld,.in ,ijalJP-9fVer, 
Germany, this summer. They also visited ip<N.p~~ay 
for a few monthsJ but returned before our anilUal 
conference. 

v 
To fill the vacant places, it wase" joy to :,we]c,0me 

a number of returning missionaries,. from, ,their; h-<;>p1e· 
lands. These include the following: From NOl'?pay :/, the 
Rev & Mrs. Lande, the Rev. & Mrs. Tromborg~ ,Miss 
Kari Ringheim; Prom Denmark: Dr. Miss Else'H9il~lnd 
and Miss Inger Krogh Nielsen; From A111Ilrica: . Miss Alice 
Axelson. 

, " "J' j 
When some are called of God. to lay down' the 

work on the field to which they have been ,c!all~d; or 
.' ( I :J(. f1 ' .. , 

are called of Him to other tasks ~n ~is servic8
Y
,-.l}Jod 

always calls out others to carryon 'His, Work. Trus, 
this year we have had the opportu~lity to welconw six 
new missionaries to the field. These include the.L Rev. 
& Mrs. Kjell Clausen from l'i~r~ay, the Rev. &; ')1rs. 
Obert Land~verk, Sister Lucile Frickso~ 'and "'Miss 

J I I. , 

Naomi Torkelson frOID America. ,May our fellowship to-
gether and co-operation in the. work for the Kingdom 
of God redound to His glo~v .,:' ;, , .. ,,':: , 

lfulJ L I ::cJ if I IJD ~ 
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God established another Christian home in 'our 
midst when Miss Solveig Johansen and Mr. Kurt 
Petersen were united in Holy Wedlock on the 12 th of 
November at MornaL May God bless that home and 
may tlley be granted many years of happiness together. 

Our missionary family has been subject to a consi
dera.ble am0unt of illnes during the year, but the 
situation is much improved at this time. A word of 
appreciation is due our own doctors and nurses, as 
well as the hospitals and doctors at the various hill
stations where our missionaries were under treatment. 
Miss Karen Sindal has had a lengthy period of illness 
and because of her condition has had to leave Santal 
Parganas. May God continue to give her daily strength, 
rest of body, mind and spirit as she rests in His 
promises. 

Again thi" year we have been edified, inspired, as 
well as enjoyed the interest manifested by visits made 
by frienos from different lands. That includes visitors 
from China, Korea, Denmark, and Sweden. The Rev 
& Mrs. Arthur S. Olsen, who for many years have 
been missionaries in China and are now serving as 
leaders for the work of the Lutheran World Federation 
at Hong Kong, visited the field on their way to Europe 
and America. During the hot season the Rev. Lars 
Asbjornsen, who was on his way home to Norway 
having served as Army Chaph.in in Korea, visited a 
number of our t;tations in the Old Country and Assam. 
His vivid descripLion of his experiences in Korea caused 
the l.uge audiences to listen eagerly. During the latter 
pJirt of the year we enjoyed having Mrs. Molly 
Dahlberg, former Home Secretary for the K. M. A. in 
Sweden who are the sponsors for the work in Cooch 
Behar, visit us. Mr Aagaard, a student from Denmark, 
visited us on his way to the Y o~th C,onference in South 
India. Bishop and Mrs. Hogsbl'o from Denmark visited 
a number of the stations in Santal Parganas on their 
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wa.y to the meeting of the World Council of Churches 
in Lucknow. ~Te thank them for coming our way a.nd 
for the fellowship which we have enjoyed together. 

Year after year God calls faithful friends of the 
Santal Mission fl'om ttleir earthly pilgrimage unto their 
Eternal Rest. l!'rom Denmark we have learned that 
Mrs. F. W- Steinthal, for ffilny years one of our 
faithful workers here on th~ field, has passed Ilway. 
She was preceded in death by her husband who passed 
away several years ago. Vlhen Santal Mission meetings 
are held in D6nmark the presence of H. Carl Christensen 
will be greatly missed. Before his pasl;ling he was a 
faithful worker for the Santal Mission and for many 
years was the treasurer of the board. Blessed be their 
memory. 

A& we think of the work on the field,. we are re
minded again that the transition period is still wit h us , 
which involves placing more and III ore of the respon-
sibility previously carried by the mission on the church. 
Progre~s is being made, but no detailed report will be 
given here as to the work in the districts. There i~ 

evidence of interest and growing knowledge of church 
affairs among our Indian leaders in the Councils and 
Synod, but we would that there might be a greater 
interest and zeal for the very important work of bringing 
the message from God to the people in the home, villages 
and towns in our area and beyond. Let us continue 
to pray for a revival of spiritual life and spiritual 
witnessing both among oureelves and our 1 ndian brethren. 

Our educational institutions have been and are fa
cing problems peculiar to this period of transition. At 
Grahampur hope is entertained that funds might be 
secured so that the High School building may be com
pleted. Each institution has its o\vn peculiar problems. 
These problems call for a careful study of the course 
which we are to ta.k~ with regard to .. our eduoational 
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work in the future, especially in view of the present 
financial situation. 

Our medical institu·tions have been functioning very 
well during the year, although handicapped both by 
bck of personnel and adequate buildings. At Sevapur 
the Dr. Andersons, who will arrive in the early part 
of 1953, are eagerly awaited in order that surgical patients 
may be treated. At present the beds are occupied with 
medical an] maternity patients. At Santipara a nurse is 
needed and funds with which to ereCG the hospital buil
ding. The need for a doctor is felt at Saldoha Leper 
Colony. Nurses' and doctors' quarters and a new motor 
car are among the needs at Mohulpahari. Then we 
have the project of providing Dr. Hoilund with buil
dings and facilities for carrying on her medical work 
at Rajadighi. 

The receipt of grant-in-aid for our various institutions 
from the Governments of Assam, Bihar, and West 
Bengal is gratefully acknowledged. 

We are all aware of the depression in t~e tea 
market and the resultant crisis in the tea industry 
which has deprived us of the expected income from 
Mornai, budgeted to be used for charitable work. This 
is in spite of the fact tha.t a word of congratulation 
and apprecia.tion is due to Eie and his staff for an 
over all record in tea. production for this year. This 
crisis 113.s Cd. u;;;ed considerable anxiety, but as always, 
God has been faithful and supplied our neeus so that 
the work has not actually suffered. It will cause us 
to give more careful consideration to our planning and 
budgeting of funds for existing work as well for exten
sion of the work and building projects. 

During the annual missionary conference it Was 
voted that we should return to America for our fur
lough during the ye3.r of 1933. We wish God's richest 
blessing upon the Rev. and Mrs. A. E. Stronstad and 
family, who will be at Dumka during our absenoe. 
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On behalf of the mission we would remember, with 
grateful thanks, our friends and supporters in the home
lands, the mission board members, the home secreta.ries 
and friends who so faithfully uphold the work in 
intercessory prayer and whose gifts make the work 
possible. 

Most of all, we desire to acknowledge the wonder
ful faithfulness of God, our Heavenly Fathpr, Hi!'l 
marvellous, untiring and never-ending love. Hi~ Patience 
and forbearance in dealing with us and using us in 
this great task. To Him, the Triune God, be Glory 
and Majesty and Power now and evermore. 

O. S. BJERKESTRAND. 



WORK IN 
SANTAL PARGANAS. 

BASETKUNDI. 

The Rev, and Mrs P Pedersen were in charge of 
the work the greater part of the year until they left 
on furlough in the beginning of September. Since they 
left the bungalow in Basetkundi has been unoccupied. 
The same is the case with the Haripur bungalow since 
Miss Gudrun Holten retired. 

I was asked by the Secretary to look after the 
work temporarily, but apart from keeping the accounts 
it is not much that I have been able to do. I have, 
however, the impression that the work is being carried 
on faithfully by the pastors and elders, assisted by the 
local congregational committees, as well as the teachers 
in the primary schools. 

The former mission districts of Basetkundi and Ha,ri
pur are united under one circle with Pastor Bhiku Tudu 
as its president and Daniel SOl'en, one of the teacherl'i 
in Basetkundi M. E. School, as treasurer. They appear 
to fulfil their respom~ibilities efficiently. 

The big question has been to assist the congregations 
in their efforts towards fin~ncial self-support. It must 
be admitted that this is a slow porcess. Sultana bad 
Circle appears to be somewhat behind. nevertheless, I am 
glad to be able to point out that the total amount of 
church collections from Sultanabad Circle has increa.sed 
considerably since last year. 

I wa.s happy to be able to be present at the Cirole 
Conference in Basetkundi where all the pastors and 
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e1.~cted delegates from the twelve local congregations 
oame together. It was reported that iievero.l churoh 
buildings and other houses are very badly in need of 
repair, and great effort is needed on the part of the 
local congregations in order to carry the r~sPQDsibility 

-for such items in addition to what they otherwise give 
f Jr the' church. 

Much time was spent in cutting down the budget 
for 1953 according to instructions from the Synod. and 
it is to be hoped that the Circle will be able to contribute 
the -expected income which again was raised considerably. 

It is to be reported with satisfaction that the number 
of baptized children of Christian parents totalled thirty, 
nearly double the number of last year, and the number 
of baptized converted non-Christians totalled eighty-nine, 
nearly five times as many as lasli year. The' greater 
number of baptisms are reported from Kakjol, which 
appears to be a vflry heaHhy growing congregation under 
the leadership of Mondol -Soren. 

The Christians and especially the workers are anxi
ously looking forward to have some missionary come to 
stay in Basetkundi again, because they feel that they 
need our help and ad vice for a long time to corne yet. 
We hope that they shall not have to be disappointed. 

A. E. S'l'RONSTAD. 

BEN AGARIA .. 

In the beginning of April, the Rev. Glad and 
family left on furlough. From tha.t time until September, 
the ,Rev. Stronstad was directing the work in Benagaria 
district and station. beside.; being in cha.rge of th~ 

fiivinity School. 

J 
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.. ~,':.: ·:··IiFthe middleot September. Mrs. Trombora and 
myself . arrived from Norway and were welcomed baok 
to Ben3.g3.ria where we have previously been stationed 
fr~m 1929. to 1936 and 1938 to 1947. The people gave 
,us' 11" cerd .al welcome and thanks be to God for br:ng-
'Hig us': '.'ba:ck . tci~ -the field once more. We pray for His 
sustaining grace to carry' on the work while it is day. 
f9r "ni~ht cometh when no man can work." 

Having felt the heavy burdens of annual repair of 
m.any big thatched roofs in Benagaria, especially during 
the war. yea.rs, it was a real joy to see new asbestos 
roofs cn two of the bungalows and several smaller buil
dings here in the compound. Since we last worked 
he!"e the ho~pital has been moved to Mohulpahari, and 
the Divinity Schocl has moved in. We remember with 
gratitude how much help we received from the hospital 
while here. And we are gla.d to have as our neighbour 
the Divinity School, whose staff and student body are 
great helpers in our work. We are al~o grateful for 
the location of the Church Office of the Ebeneser Evan
gelical Lutheran Church with the Genera.l Superintendent, 
the Rev. and Mrs. J. Gausda.l, whose helpful co-opera
tion in the work is much appreciated. 

1. CONGREGATIONAL WORK. 

There have been some changes 'in the staff from last 
yea.r. The San tal Parganas Church Council in October 
tran~ferred Pastor Naran Soren from Sapa.doha to Dumka.. 
N a ran Soren, and his wife, Raode. will be moving to 
Dumka shortly. Pastor Ruben Soren and his wife moved 
toSapadoha. 

Our pa~tor here at Benagaria, Abraham Murmu, 
a.sked the Santal Parganas Church Cl)uncil to be tr.ans
fe'rred to Jubdi District, as he has been in Benagari& 
for qutte a. longtims and would like a chanio. In Jubdi 

-he: would come closer to his home villa.ge which also 
'means :something to him. His a.pplication was sanctioned 
and he and his family lIlovetl to aa.~ga at Ohristmas tilllJ'. 
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Pastor SodaDondo Baskewho ha.d - -been pen~·ioned

some time ago applied to Benagaria Circle Committee 
for work as a pastor as he had not reached the pension 
age. His application was accepted and he is now work
ing as a pastor, helping out at Benagaria and Gamh.ar
pahari as the need may be. 

Some weeks after our arrival we were happy to 
see the people of Sulunga and Garnharpahari put aside 
old struggles and strifes that have continued for years, 
forgave and forgot what had been wrong in the past 
a.nd united in Christian fellowship for the future. It 
was a solemn occasion and we thank God for that 
evening together. So far the peace seems to be genuine 
between them all. 

At the end of the year the workers were as follows: 

Pastor Peter Murmu at Itore-also in charge and 
Visiting some places in Burdwan Dis~Jict. 

Nikodem Marndi-Beldanga as preacher and teach~r. 

Pa.stor Mongol Hembrom-living at Tatbandha, in _ 
charge of Buruamchua, Matiajuri and Jithia and 
Domdoma, Birbhum District. 

Lodo Hasdak-as prea.cher and elder at Jithia.. 

Chambru Baske-preacher and elder a.t Buruamchua.· 

Pastor Baijal Hasda.k-at Gamharpahari. 

Pastor Sodanondo Baske-helping out at Benagaria 
and Gamha.rpahari as the need may be. 

Pastor Ruben Soren-at Sapadoha, also in char~e ~f 

Adolpahari and OUf Sa.nta.l work at ~ arai~pur .. 

Musuc Hasda.k-elder at KistipuT. 

Some of our previous village school teachers have 
received appointment from the government to carry _ on 
in the village with salary from the Government. We 
are very thankful for that and think it is a good deve
lopment, 80S there has been no objection to- Christian 
instruction, provided it is done outside the scbool 
curriculum. 
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We have at present 7 village schools and 376 ehildien. 

2. UPPER PRIMARY SCHOOL. 

The Elchool· has carried on as usual. In spite of 
some strife and another new Lower Primary School in 
the same area, the attendance ha~ been good. There 
are some indications that the other Upper Primary 
School may unite with ours ,again. The community here 
is very eager to have our Upper Prima.ry School made 
into a Middle School. T~e Government grant has been 
discontinued for a while, but after united vote by the 
annual missionary conference" application is made to 
ha.\Te the grant~in':'aid renewed. 

3. INDUSTRIAL SCHOOL. 

Accorciing to the opinion of Government officials 
who have visited us from year to yea.r, the Industrial 
School meetffl a great need for this kind of training in the 
area.' For some time the Government grant-in-aid has 
not been accepted by the school. But considering the 
situation at our last annual missionary conference it 
was unanimously felt that as the Government has al
ways shown a great amount of interest and good will 
towards the work here, the hand of co-operation should 
be 'accepted with gratitude and that application be made 
for renewed grant-in aid, so much the more as we accept 
gra.nt~in-aid at all our schools. ' 

We are in need of better trained instructors as those 
working in that capacity now have only been appoint
ed as 'helpers and not as instructors in charge.' 

At "the end of the year the number on roll was 9 
in the Weaving Department a.nd 12 in the Carpentry 
Department. 

4. rrHE PRINTING PRESS. 

Th,e work of the Printing Press has gone ;on a.s 
usua.l. With the outfit. at hand, we could l>r~nt much 
more than we do if we but had the mallusc_~!pt.ft,a.np-,::. 
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the· .. funds to pa.y for the . cost ~ of ha.ving them, printed. 
I may be permitted to say that to get things printed 
is no problem. Besides our own press which could do 
a lot more, even before the. last purchase of a. second 
hand printing press and 0.6 H. P motor, there are 
two or three other big printing presses wiJling a.nd 
rea.dy to do printing work for our mission. 

5. BOOK DEPARTMENT. 

The Book - Sales department has a big stock of books 
at present and consequently the cash balance is low. 
The usual gr:ant from the Mission of onethousand 
rupees has been received. The book sale department is 
certainly one of our most important mission works at 
present. We need to increase our funds and extend 
o~r. .' work greatly. The difficulty is that yon cannot 
just order a new supply. The books have to be written 
~ new or translated by inspired writers or trans1a.tor8 
80_. that the contents will grip the mind of young or 
old, men and women. Some of our books should be sold 
at a much lower price. At present the hymn book costs 
two rupees, which is equivalent to two days' wages for 
a day-labourer in our locality. 

The accounts of the BQok-sale depal'tn1ent show 
sales amounting to Rs. ,5, 1 ~1-3-0 during the year. 

6. THE CHURCH PAPER "PERA HOR" 

1'owards the end of the year the Mission Executive 
Committee unanimously decided the "Pera HoI'" should 
be edited by the church. and referred the question to 
the Synod. The Genera.l Superintendent was asked by 
the Synod and agreed to edit the paper with Pastor 
Ka.lu Kisku as co-editor. Considering the great importance 
of a paper of this nature and the many possibilities 
to reach far and w~de, it was very unfortunate that 
it ha.d ·to be reduced to a monthly paper .for the last 
years instea.d of an issu~ .• evQrY $e~oo.d :we~j.{ @tS .pr.~y.~Qutl.l!\'f 
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At its meeting in ~ovember 1952, the Synod· alB<)' 
decided to make it again a fortnightly paper from January 
1953. How much better if it could have been ,raised to a 
weekly paper 1 What an invitation to visit the thousand 
homes once a week with pictures and illustrations and with 
the "Good Tidings" 1 In these days when the importance of 
literacy work is emphasised everywhere--and very rightly 
so-our aim can be nothing less than to make our Church 
paper a weekly edition as soon as possible. 

In 1946 the number of subscribers were 2800, but 
by 1952 it had come down to 1800. There is already 
an indication that the num bel' of subscribers is on the 
increase. 

7. THE ZEMINDARY 

The forest that belonged to the Mission has been 
taken over by the Government for management. The 
other collections have gone on as previously. The accounts 
show a gross in come of Rs. 7, 920-11-3 and as working 
expenditure of Re. 4, 588-11 3. 

Closing this report of the work here in Benaga.ria 
District, we tender our heartfelt thanks to all who ha.ve 
been with us in prayer, supplications and thanksgiving. 
We urge you to continue and pr3.Y that the blessing 
of the Kingdom of God may spread to many more in 
this big district. 

Yours in His service, 

LOLLY & KRIBTIAN TROMBORG. 

CHONDORPURA. 

1'hi~ past yea.r has rea.lly been., my first year here 
a.t Chondorpura. and it has beon entirely new for me 
wiiHl· 'yega.rd to ·both people and .pl&ce. 
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La~t year at Ohristmas time I had the privilege to 
attend worship services in several of the churches on 
the out-stations,. but it was nnly a few of the number 
in this big district. 

Church attendance here in the main church and in 
the churches on the out-stations has been more or less 
as before. On a. usual Sunday the church attendance 
will be about 25-30% of the congregation. Many of 
these come regularly. but the others attend off and OD, 

bat especially on Festive days. On ~uch days the 
churches are not too big: 

in April two of our older workers \vere pensioned. 
They were Pastor Cbaku Tudu in Hanga, and Elder 
Bhaer6 Murmu in_ Gadiapani. They were replaced by 
Philip Hembrom and Amdi Murmu, both trained at our 
Santal Divinity School and who have been installed a,:il 

elders. 

Old Tika Pa.stor in Chirapathor seems to be becoming 
more .and more feeble. He has been bed ridden several 
times this yea.r and two Limes he has been in the hm~

pital in Mohulpahari. Chirapathor is a good congregation 
and it is always a joy to attend worHhip service tIlere. 

At the various out-sta.tions there has been held 
monthly women '8 meetings. Some have been held in the 
churches and some in the villa.ges where there are 
Christians. Here in the main station we have tried to 
have weekly women s meetings in the villages where 
we ha\Te Christians. At the time of rice planting and 
rice harvesting, it is impossible to conduct these me~tings 
with regularity. Nevertheless, thiR is one part of the 
congregational work, and the collections from these 
meetings are designated for the purcha.sing of more 
church furniture which is still very meager on the 
var~ous out-sta.tions. 

To the Sunday School here on the main sta.tion 
there comes regularly a group of a.pproxima.tely twenty 
ohildren, a.llfl·om the Christia.n homes here in the 
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nearest ·village.One of the teachers, Elisabeth Murmu, 
is a faithful helper in .this work. There is also a. Sunday 
School at Chirapathor out-station. There the teacher ga.thers 
the children fram the Christian, homes an hour before 
the regular worship service begins. We would be happy 
to see more Sunday Schools around in the district. It 
is difficult to secure volunteers to work with the children 
and in Youth Work. We long for an awakening and 
revival in the congregation51, as this only will drive volun
teers out into the Vineyard. 

There have been two Upper Primary Schools' and 
three Lower Primary schools, but this yea~ a new 
Lower Primary school was added. Otherwise, the school 
work and the teaching staff are the same as the la.st 
year. The attendance in the village schools is as customary 
the highest during the first six months of the year. July 
is the month of vacation. After that the attendance drops 
'considerably for the last fi\Te months of the year. From 
rice planting time in July until it is harvested around 
Christmas time, there are many children of school age who 
must herd cattle and goats. And bO school attendance 
becomes secondary. Then there are countless other 
excuses for those who have no "desire for books 'J to be 

I 
absent. Consequently, it is impossible to attain the desired 
standards in our village schools .. But it has been a pleasure 
to notice the zeal and perseverance of some of our teachers 
and it iH admirable how th ey with great patience have 
prepared a good percentage of the students for the final 
examina.tion in their school so tha.t they may continue to 
study further in other schools. There have been regular 
monthly meetings for all teachers during the entire yea.r. 

The last week in November a women's meeting for 
-the women in the Chondorpura. a.nd Sald:oha district was 
held here on the station. There was good a.ttendance 
a.nd a good meeting. 

There .have been thr~e Bible 'Courses held ~h~re on 
aibe r6ta4iivn during the year. To the first course both 
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literate and illiterate women were invited from all districts. 
The course was for three weeks and there were up to 
forty in attendance. Twenty of these were from other 
districts. In April a course for wives of pastors, elders, 
and teachers was held. Twenty-one attended, nineteen 
of them carne from other districts. The course for Bible 
women was held in September with fourteen attending, 
two of them from this place. In November there were 
fourteen girls here preparing for confirmation. Three 
of them were confirmed in Gadiapani church and eleven 
of them were confirmed here in the main church shortly 
after the completion of the course in the latter part of 
November. 

It has been a blessing to have these courses. God 
blessed the lessons and the fellowship we had together. 
We can only desh'e that many more than those that 

.. came would have an ~pportunity to take part. Members 
of the Bible Oourse committee came some days and 
helped me with some of the lessons, and I also want 
through this report to give them special thanks for 
the good help. 

When I now think back on the year which has passed, 
there are so many things for which to be thankful. We 
have been spared so much sorrow and sadness which 
might have hindered us through the yea.r. In cases 
of some serious illness among the flock here on the 
station, in the villages nearby, and on the out stations, 
we have had the privilege of the help of the jeep to 
take the patients to Mohulpahari hospital. And we have 
had the joy of seeing them come back well again to 
their loved ones and their homes. 

There have been new members added to the congre
gation this year also. Ohildren from Christian homes and 
heathens have been baptized into the name of the Father, 
Son, and Holy Spirit. Among them was our gardener. 

3 
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He radiates with joy to be able to bel~~g to God's 
Communion of saints, loosed from th~ p~g~n darkness. 
We are so extremely thankful for the opportunity which 
we have had in this year of grace to proclaim the message 
of salvation. As the year comes to a close, we must 
admit that our ·ma.ny shortcomings convict us. Hence, 
there is a cry to God for forgiveness for all that was 
not of the will of God in and th~ough me. 

Thanks to you dear friends in the homelands. Thanks 
for your faithfulness in prayer f~r those out here, and 
your faithfulness in the work that has been entrusted 
to you by Him who said, "Go out and make disciples 
of all nations," 

MAGNHILD BUTTEDAHL. 

DHOROMPUR MISSION 
'. Many changes have tak~~ ~lace in Dhoronipur 

district during t.he year of 1952. In the beginning of 
the ye~r two of our ~l<iers retired and are now on 

, 1.', l ~- • , , ' 

pension. One of th9m, Bidiae Tudu, has. been in the 
service for about 30 years in Dhorompur. H~ h~s bee~ 
a faithful worker in the congregations, but during the 
l~~t t';o ye~rs he has ~ot. be~ri able to do v~ry much 
~~rk bec~use of illness. He is among the pioneers of 
t'his district. May God grant him many happy days yet. 

Another elder is due to retire in the near future. 
He is Choron Hasdak at Hunja-R~mpur. He, has told 
me that he was the first Christian in Dhorompur 
district,. and he has been an elder from the very beginning. 

Nitanando Marndi, a student from our divinity school, 
has replaced Choron Hasdak. He worked as an elder 
foJ' a little more than a year and on the, 19th of October 
h~ was ord~ined a~d in~t~ii~d~s pastor ~t Hunja~ R'am
pur. Both he and hi's ~i:fe a~e well educated and we 
h~pe ~nd pray that th~y may be granted many years 

-; r 'I I 'f J . ' I I I .' ~ f ! . : , " , 

of fruitful service in the great task of e5ltablishing the 
church of God among the people of rndi~. 
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At Hunja-Rampur, the new center of our evangelical 
work on the'" other' side of the hills, we have started 
to build a new ~ut-station made possible by a special 
gift from Danish deacons. So far the pastor's house 
has been completed, and in a year or two we hope to 
build a church. 

In 1955 the Mor project should be completed and 
many of our Christians will have to move from their 
homes and find new land. The latest news is that some 
of them have obtained land around Hunja-Rampur and 
Bhitra, so it appears as if the new center is built in a 
convenient place. It well may be that it will be our 
largest congregation in the future. 

The congregational work has gone on as usual in 
1952. In some places there has been progress, b~t in some 
places we feel that the work is at a standstill. In Kolha 
a young man was baptized in the beginning of the ye,u, 
and in the latter part of October a family of Rix was 
baptized in Balabohal. We hope that many of the 
non-christians who have talked about baptism may come 
to learn about Jesus Christ, take the final step and 
become His children. 

Although our Christians do not fully understand 
all the new changes regarding the church constitution, 
they have grasped a little and begin to feel their respon
sibility in carrying on t he work. In our circle conference 
we decided to promise a contribution of Rs. 400 this 
year and it appears as if they shall be able to fulfill 
that promise. We have had several problems during the 
year concerning the life of some of our Christians. It 
is very difficult to make our leaders understand that 
their most important work is to guide the Christians 
and nnt to catch them when they have fallen into sins. 
They are not to be as policemen but as shepherds. 
O~r earnest hope is that the love of Christ may descend 
into the hearts of our Christians, and that by a life 
lived in that love they may be true witnesses among 
the non-christians. 
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The women's meetings have been carried on in five 
places, namely': Dhorompur, Balabohal, Kolha, Jetke 
and Hunja-Rampur. At a certain time the women in 
one place did not attend the meetings, but as a whole 
the meetings have been well attended. In Dhorompur 
there are usually between 30 and 40 women and children 
at our monthly meetings. rrhe work among the women 
is promising. 

In the educational work there has been progress. 
In Dhorompur L. P school 57 children have been 
registered this year but not all of them have attended. 
Still we feel that people are beginning to understand 
the necessity and value of education. It Jetke too, 
the L. P. school is going on very well, although we 
Heed a well-trained teacher there. The teacher we have 
at present has not had the teacher's training course, but 
he has pasesed M. E. and has had some years of ex
perience as a teacher. 

The Sunday School has been attended by an average 
of 18 children That does not appear so good, but the 
fact is that there are very few children in the Christian 
families at present. Taking that into account, we can 
say that the Sunday School has been well attended. 

The work in the dispensary has again convinced 
us of the need for medical help in this district. We feel 
sorry that the work has to be discontinued during the 
coming year, but it is our hope that the work can be 
taken up again. 

During the last three years it has been our experience 
to see the work progress. May. God grant strength and 
courage to our Christian fellow-workers that they may 
carryon the work to the glory of God and for the sal
vation of their Indian brothers. 

Yours, 
HANNA and AAGE K. JENSEN. 
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DUMKA. 

"Wherefore we receiving a Kingdom which cannot 
be moved, let us have grace, whereby we may serve 
God acceptably with reverence and godly fear." 
Hebrews 12: 28. 

The grace of serving God acceptably with :reverence 
and godly fear seems to have marked the lives of our 
veteran pastors, Andreas M urmu and Simon Baske 
during the past year. The same spirit has been reflected 
in several of their helpers, and we feel that it has truly 
been a year of Grace. 

Pastor Andreas M urm u, who has been serving this 
year in the absence of a regular pastor, will be replaced 
from January, 1953, by Pastor N aran Soren, the Presi
dent of the Santal Parganas Church Oouncil, who has 
been transferred by the Ccuncil from Sapadoha in the 
Benagaria District to Dumka. Andreas pastor has been 
serving during this year with faithfulness and devotlon 
in the three congregations, namely, Cbukapani, Dumka 
and Ranga, conducting communion services once a month 
and performing baptisms. He has now been pensioned 
since the first of January. 1953. Simon pastor bas 
continued to serve faithfully at Dum, but will be pen
sioned from April 1953 and be repraced by Pastor 
Ohunu Murmu who is being transferred from Majdiha 
in Koroya District. 

Baptisms during the year by congregations were as 

follows: 

Children of Ohristian parents: From the n011- Ohris
tian community: 

Chukapani 4 

Dum 6 7 

Dumka 7 6 

Ranga 2 5 

Total 19 18 
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Sunday schools have been st;arted at Katijuria and 
Kusumdih making a total of four' Sunday schools in the 
:Qistrict. Sunqay school work continues to be e;ncouraging. 

A class of eighteen girls from this district were 
instructed at Dumka and confirmed by Andreas Pastor. 

The annual women's meeting OJ" convention for the 
Dumka Circle was held at Dumka in the early part 
of October and despite the rainy weather the attendance 
was good. The mess!lges were inspiring and a blessing 
to the hearers. This type of Christian fellowship means 
much to the village women. 

A Youth Sunday and Sunday School Sunday . were 
among special days observed during the year, both with 
.good attendance. 

Attendance at the Lower Primary schools at Chuka
P!1-ni and Ranga, and at the Upper Primary schools 
at Dum and Dumka has continued to be good. 

The total number of Christians in the Dumka District, 
according to statistios from eaoh congregation is now 
784 souls distributed by congregations as follows: 

Chukapani 94 
Dum 236 
Dumka 344 
Ranga 110 

784 

The prayers qf all our friends are coveted for these 
Christians, and fOi' their non-Christian neighbors, that 
the work of the Lord may prosper, and His Kingdom 
come, also in this area. 

We thank you all for faithful support. 

HAZEL & OLE BJERKES1.'RAND. 
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HARIPUlt 

The past year has been one of great joy in Haripur. 
My sister from Denmark visited us during the months 
of January and February. At that time we had the 
great joy of baptizing two families in their respective 
villages. This gave the pastor a very good opportunity 
to preach the Gospel to the non-Christian villagers who 
gathered to observe the baptism and to hear the singing. 
Seven more families were under instruction and on the 
nineteenth of October three of the families, making a 
group of fourteen Santals, were baptized in the Church 
at Haripur. The other families were still preparing for 
baptism when I left to return home to Denmark on the 
twenty-ninth of October. 

The pastor together with the help of two elders and 

two Bible women haR been visiting and teaching the 
Christians and those wanting to become Christians. The 
pastor in particular is very keen on bringing the message 
to the non-Christians. 

The school work is continuing and often more than 
fifty children gather in the little school. Most of these 
are non-Christian boys from the villages, but some of 
the Christian children, both boys and girls are enrolled 
too. Most of them, however, live far away; so therefore 
they are planning to begin a small boarding for the 
Christian children. One of the school teachers asked to 
return home to his farm. To replace him WG obtained 
a middle-aged man who was a member of our congre
gation and he is doing satisfactory work. The former 
teacher's wife was our Bible woman, but when she re
turned home with her husband the Headmaster's wife 
assumed th~ work as Bible woman. She is faithfully 
helping our old faithful Bible wom!l.n by the name o'f 
Bimola. I was away for six months to help in MaIda 
and Mohulpahari, but it was a joy to see how all the 
phases of the work had been going on and well at"tend
ed to. It hars been of a great help to be able to send 
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the Bible women to a course at the Women"s Bible 
School where they have received much knowledge and 
inspiration. 

In March the elders house at Sirampur was burned 
one night while he and bis family were asleep. It was 
done by- some of the villagers, but he has no knowledge 
of any enemies and th9 motive does not seem to be 
fvr religious reasons. We believe it was purely because 
of political reasons. The elder wanted to stay on and 
we had the house rebuilt before the rains started. Three 
of the families being instructed for baptism are mem bel's 
of his congregation. 

Finally, we want to thank everyone in our home
lands and elsewhere who have supported us with their 
prayers and means. Our most hearty thanks goes to 
our Heavenly Father who has certainly been with us 
as He has promised. May the work be for His Glory. 

GUDRUN HOLTEN. 

KOROYA MISSION AND ORPHANAGE. 

This past year in the atmosphe:oe of both sadness 
and gladnees, the number in the children's borne has 
decreased. Sipora, one of the fourteen-year old girls, 
died after having been ill one year of which three 
months of that time she was bedfast. The last evening 
before she passed a way. she sat up on her bed and 
began to sing, even though she was in a very weakened 
condition. When her mother pleaded wit4 her to be 
quiet, she answered, " Jesus is here, I must sing." 
Four days previous to the death she had told her mother 
that soon the Angels would come and ~ake her. We 
rejoice for the aSRurance that she was ready to leave 
us when the Angels came to take her unto her Saviour. 
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One of our former girls, Mal,tha, Sipora's sister who 
left us after she was married in 1951, died after giving 
birth to her first child. 

Paul, one of the older boys in the orphanage, spent 
some time at the home of a couple who were also for
merly at Koroya orphanage. He retu,rned home for Christ
mas but shortly after Christmas he was seriously ill 
with brain malaria. However, he has recovered now and 
is at Koroya. 

Ma~lam, Sipora's sister, was married .to a fine Chris
tian boy. Because of an operation several years ago 
which caused disfigurement, she had thought that she 
would never be able to be married. And when she was 
requested as the bride for thi~ .young man, she was ovel' 
joyed. She was one of the most joyous brides that· we 
have ever seen. 

Regarding the school work, the teachers and staff 
are the same as the previous year. Up until the rainy 
season the attendance was good, but when the rainy 
seaso·n came many were kept home for shepherding and 
fewer came to school in the beginner class. 

After school hours on Saturday, the teachers divide 
the school into three sections and have a Sunday School, 
teaching the Sunday School lesson for the next day. 
One teaches in Hindi and two teach in Santali. A Bible 
Hour is held for the teachers, Bible woman and Pa~~of 
on Thur~day afternoon. This has been a great help and 
has fostered Christian fellowship among them, 

A faction between the congregation and pastor has 
caused the congregational work to suffer greatly. The 
matter was settled and the pastor was received back 
into <the congregation again. Shortly after this faction, 
the- pastor's wife died, after child birthlea.ving six smali· 
motherless children. 

4 
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During the time of difficulties there was one bright 
light and that was that after the Sunday service the 
young people would gather for a Bible Hour. They would 
read a portion of Scripture and have a discussion on 
questions pertaining to the daily Christian Life. Emanuel, 
the head teacher here in the school, was the leader of 
this group. They also started to take an offering at 
their meetings. One of the group was sent as a dele
gate to the Young People's meeting in Pakur. The last 
Sunday in August, Youth Sunday was observed. There 
was a very good attendance and an inspiration from the 
messages brought by the speakers, namely, Rev. Obert 
Landsverk and Jacob Hembrom. 

At the. Sunday School Day, one of the teacher from 
Ma.haro spoke at the Sunday morning worship service. 
Both the children and the adults listened attentively. 

For two weeks a group of girls came very regularly 
for confirmation instruction. 

During the course of the year, two Melas have been 
held to raise money for the church. Everything which 
the people brought from their homes. such as vegetables 
an cakes were sold. 

The Bible woman has this year as other years, been 
faithful in visiting the Christians and preaching the Gospel 
to . th.e non-Christians. 

MAJDIHA: 

In March the new school building was dedicated 
which had been built by the children the previous year. 
Mp,ny. people gathered for the service and the children 
pr~sented a' very good program. Rev. Bjerkestrand was the 
speaker for the occasion. Many children attend the school, 
and. ~any come from the government school having left 
tha.t school,::but we are unable to register them because 
they do not bring along a certificate. The first Middle 
School class is tutored privately by a, te~ch~r. Sunday 
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School classes on Saturday have also been conducted 
there at this school. They were invited to join Koroya 
in their Mela, but they decided to have a Mela: on th~r 
own which was very successful. The Rev. Bjerkestrand 
was the speaker for the Mela. Several Santals were 
baptized during the course of the year, and two young 
girls attended the confirmation class and were confirmed 
in Majdiha.. 

Every evening as devotions are held on the verandah 
of the orphanage while sitting under the beautiful sta.rlit 
sky, they lift their voices in thanks to God for the many 
unseen friends who this day have prayed for them and 
given of their means so that their temporal needs might 
be met. Therefore, on behalf of those who thank God 
for you friends in the homelands, as the close of this 
report I thank you for your faithfulness in intercession 
and your expressions of love. 

ERIKA LGWE. 



,EDUCATIONAL WORK IN 
.. SANTAL PARGANAS. 

SANTAL DIVINITY SCHOOL. 

The work· of the Divinity School ha.s been ca.rried 
on as usual. It has continued very much as established 
last year. Regular class 'Work ha.'s been done ten months 
of the yeaT with the same twelve students in the. men's 
'class- and nine of them are married and their wives 
are enrolled in the women's class. 

The h.aalth of the students and their families has 
genera.lly been good and we were fortunate in not 
having a.ny serious illness, except for some attacks of 
mMa'riILl. 

During the month of January, Rev. Glad gave lec
tures on Practical The'otogy and the Rev. Gausdal con
tinued his lectures on the History of the Santal Church, 
in April. After the summer vacation he lectured on 
The Epistle to the Ephesians. Mrs. Gausdal has con
tinued to assist Kalu Pastor's wife and Mrs. Stronstad 
in giving theoretical. and practical instruction in various 
subjects in the women's class. 

The Revand Mrs. P. Pedersen stayed in Benagaria 
during May and June and both of them gave us very 
valuable help, Rev. Pedersen teaching in the men's class 
and Mrs. Pedersen in the woman's class. For some time 
during the hot season, Bhim John Murmu worked as 
librarian after he returned from the Theological College 
at Ranchi before being appointed to work in MaIda. 

It is a great pleasure to report that Pastor Kalu 
Kisku seems to have reco\1ered and has taken an equal 
ahare with me in tet-ohing the men's olass. 
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During the year we have continued teaching the 
following subjects which were started last year: 

Bible Introduction { Old Testament) 
Church History (Medieva.l and Reformation) 
History of Religions (Hinduism and Islam) 
Indian Church History 
Exegetical studies of St. Matthew and Epistle to 

the Ephesians 
Christian Doctrine 
Practical Theology 
Music Theory 
Liturgy 
Santali Gram mar and Essays 
English 
Singing 

During the first term we had regular village preach
ing once during the week. The pastors Mongol Hembrom 
and Abraham Murmu of Benagaria very kindly assisted 
in taking groups of the students to the viHages and 
in that way we covered a grefllt part of the area within 
·the Benagaria congregation. W.e found a great willingness 
to hear wherever we went and the pe~ple very often 
asked us to come back soon I During the la tOOr term 
practical training in sermon construction was given in 
,the class onoe a week. 

Some of the students suggested that they would like 
to take the vacation in the ,rainy season so that they 
might help in oultivating their land, and thus be ab~e 

10 obtain some finanoial help. Therefore, we deoided to 
carryon regular school work through the hot season, 
right up unto the end of June. As an experiment, 
therefore, the sohool remained closed during July and 
August. It is however, to be recommended to take the 
SUl11m~r vacation during May and June, a.s it has pre
lliously been done. 

The first annual examination was held in June. 
Rev. Pedersen wa.s the censor a.nd correoted the pa.per! 



together with Pastor Kalu 
the students passed. None 

Kisku and myself. All of 
of them obtained marks 

required in .first division, but six passed in second divi
sion, five in third division and one student did not appear 
for the examination on account of his wife's illness. 
Examination was also held in the womens class, and 
some of them obta.ined compa.ratively hiil m1.rks. 

The morning devotions have as usual ~3ea conducted 
in turn by the student3, their wives, and m"3mb3rs of 
the staff. The social gatherings have con~inued at which 
the students prepare a program. We aJ:'lJ have had 
some profitable di;cussions. Once a week the students 
held a meeting for men, which was fairly wall attended 
by the people in the compound. 

It the beginning of October all the students had the 
privilege of attending a Youth Leadership Oonference in 
Pakur. 

As decided by the conference, we shall have to leave 
the work in the Divinity School and we must confess 
that we do that with legret, well aware of our ineffi
oiency for such a gre.i.t task. May God bless all the 
students and their wives. May He m:Lke them truly 
God-taught men and women and through this school 
continue to prepare them for selfsacrificing service to 
their own brothers and sisters of this great land. 

We welcome the Rev. and Mrs. Thoft Krogh who 
are expeoted to arrive in February to take charge of 
the sohool. May God bless them too, and grant them 
many happy years of servioe in the training of evan
gelistic workers. 

Thanks to all who have upheld Us with their prayers 
a.nd supported the School. 

ALVHILD and A. E. STRONS'£AD. 
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KAERABANI SANTAL HIGH SCHOOL. 

The year 1952 was for us one cotinuous experience 
of enriching and memorable event. The tone was set, 
it seems, by the spirit of the historical national eleo
tion at the beginning of the year, in which a huge 
percentage of the local public partioipated. Though few 
of our Indian friends are conscious of the fact that 
democracy with freedom of the individual is the political 
conoept of our Lord" Himself, the avenues of work into 
the future of India are certainly being lined with 
optimistic signs. The faot that our people have now, 
for the first time in history, elected their own represen
tatives to govern their nation, gives us inoreased hope 
that the work of the church too will become more of 
an indigenous matter. May God bless the work that 
was intended to be for His glory during this past year. 

For helping the boys at Kaerabani to come more 
fully into a realization of the opportunities that the ohurch 
has opened up to th~m, our special thanks go to the 
staff who have worked so faithfully throughout the year. 
We have been blessed this year in many, many ways. 
There has been relatively little sickness among the 
students, a main factor in our being able to keep the 
daily attendance average well over 90%. Dr. Hagen 
exa.mined the students in March, a service for which 
we are deeply grateful. 

From the Lower Primary School and on up through 
the High Sohool, our class rooms were filled to almost 
overflowing with the happiest, healthiest, and in many 
respeots most fortunate generation of this poor and 
undeveloped vioinity. In the five classes of the Lower 
Primary School there were some two hundred pupils, 
under the oap.able leadership of Mr. Barka Murmu and 
four other teachers. Mr. P. K. Dutta again proved his 
organizing and teaching abilities in the fine way that 
he led the High School staff of twenty and the student 
body of five hundred ~nd twenty throughout the yea,r, 
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We are very tha.nkful for the aid giv.en by the Distriot 
B >ard to the Lower Prim'lorY School, and the aid received 
from the Government for the High Sohool. Visits were 
m.Lde by the District Inspaotor of 8cho.>ls, the Deputy 
Inspeotor, and the sub Inspector. Due to' circumstances 
beyond our oontr.>l, though all were qualified, none of 
this ye:l.r's failed matriculates appeared at the supple
mentary examination, Most of these boys will have the 
o:ppol'tunity to take the 1953 examination, and we hav,e 
good reason to hope that the majority of them will be 
successful. Of those who passed the annual government 
e·xa~, Stepha.n H3.sdak', son of a retired village preacher, 
bt'oke all pl'eviou:i! records to .get the highest marks 
evar attained by a K'1et'ab::t.ni boy, and has the honour 
of baing th~ first Sant:\l from our Church to pass in 
first division. 

Our Boy Scouts organization was not very active this 
year, m.Linly I suppose because of the extra activity of 
the band, choir, and sports gl'OUps. We were able for 
the first time in m3.ny years to take the band and 
choir on a tOUL' of the Mission stations in Santal Pa1'ganas. 
Benjamin Murmu, B!lnd Master, had prepared a very 
fine prQgt'am of music, and thanks to the generosity of 
the Saldoha people, who let us use their truck, we had 
al'llple tran'Jporta.tion facilities, 

U na.ble now to have Bible classes in the regular 
ourriculum (Government regulations will not permit" 
we find our new system of teaching Bible in special 
classes' to be far more effective than what it was before. 
All of our Chri:i!tian teachars have volunteered to give 
extra time for instructing these classes, and the effect 
is far better than when Bible classes were just part of 
the ordinary class routine. 

The Teacher's Training School under ]\11'. Minz had 
a good year. During the course of the year, two of 
the original eleven who started training dropped out .. 
AU. of the nine who fillished came out successfully in 
the ;Government examinfl,tion. 
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And so often happens, this year too the most memo
nable event turned out to be Confirmation Day. Thi rty
tnree, boys had received instrnction, and to help celebrate 
the" occasion we were happy to entertain a large number 
of th& confirma.nts' parents and frienos. Rev. Gausdal 
delivered the sermon and assisted in the confirming of 
the young men. It was especially interesting for \H~ 

this year to lock back over the past five years spent 
here at Kaerabani. Preparing now to go home on fur
lough, the prayer in our heart is that Kaerabani, it!'! 

student:;:' and staff, will prove to be a staying a.nd 
strengthening force in th~ heart of our Church. May 
God bless them and keep them. 

MARY AND HAROLD "N. RIB~~J{. 

MARAno GIRLS' MIDDLE SCHOOL 

AND TH,AINING SCHOOL. 

Looking back over the past year I recall a word 
o the Apostle Paul, "If God be for us, who can be 
a.gainst us ?" We have had difficulties and disappoint
ments in the work throughout the year, but despite 
it all God has carried us through. In looking back, 
above all we recognize God's great mercy toward~ us. 

We started the year with an enrollment of one hun
dred and forty-six girls in the Middle School, and 
sixteen students in the Training Cla!'Olses. This yea:r we 
ha.d twenty Christian Santal Girls enrolled in Cl&sg 
VIII, the firgt high school ,class. The sixteen students 
in the Training Glass completed their second year l8.nrl 
the fina.l 'examinations were given in December. The 
result of this examination is not yet kno.wn, 

Yale Divinity library 
~ Haven" COOOD 
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T.he final examination for the oth_eJ' classes will ,be 
given in April of 1953, due to Cl: change in the sehoo1 
~ystem for the Province of Bihar. Therefore, the next 
school year will start in July of 1953. The scholarsh~p 

examinations w ill be given in April and May. It relllaill~ 
to be seen whether or not t~is change in our school 
routine will be of any benefit .. 

During the year our compound Lower PrimaJ;Y 
. 'S~llOol was amalgamated with the Middle School forprac

tica.l reason~. We had eight small girls livi~g. in ; out' 
ho~tel and attend iug the com pound school' as day -scho.la1'8. 
Sin.ee we have closed the three infant classes in the 
Middle School, we have arranged it in this way for 
small girls who have no opportunity of attending village 
8chools. 

We are continuing the practice of having the girls 
bring rice from their homes, and find it suitable fo], 
farmers lik6 the Santals. Again this year it was diffi
cult to furnish the cloth needed for our C1a8;\, 'York, but 
fortunately a change came in the latter part of the year 
w hen cloth was decontrolled. 

As in t,he previous years the girls have done all 
the w9rk in the cottages themselves except cooking the 
midday meal. AR a whole, they ha.ve done theil" work 

~ell. 

On the ninth of November twelve girls were confirmed. 
I alw~ys count it a great privilege to prepare the girls 
for confirmation and may God bless and keep them 
true unto Himself. 

The health of the girls has been very good, but 
amongs t,he teachers there has been illnesses such a8 
dysentery ann malaria during the year. When Mis~ 
R. Rein left for Norway in Marcb, Miss K. Sinda) 
Nielsen took over her work. III health caused her to 
ieave Maharo already in August to go to South Ind,ia 
for treatment. It wa~ a great 'luss to the work tha.t, 
she has not been able t.o return -and take o~e]' the work 
thus ft\<r. .; 
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Miss S. Somming joined us in the beginning qf 
October, and "he will be in charge of the school after 
t~e beginning of January, 1953. 

" We express our gratitude and' thanks to all who 
labour in prayer a.nd good works for the Ci::I.tlse repre
sented here; and our thanks for all contributions from 
th-e homelands and for the grant~ from the Government. 

EDI.E 8IGURDSEN . . 

BASETKU~D[ M, E. SCHOOL, 

Apart from keeping the t'\,(,COUllts for the last four 
months of tte year, L have Hot bben able to do much 
for the 8cl.1001 ill Basetkundi. The teacher,..:. Daniel Sorell, 
and the "sordar" at Basetkundi eame regularly to 
Benagaria for consultations, and in that way I waF; able 
to keep in contact with the \vork there. 

I 1Ia ve the impresRioll t hat the Behool and the board
ing is being run much as before when it was supervised 
by the Rev. and Mrs. Pedersen', who went on furlough 
at the beginning of September. The school se~ms to be 
gaining in popularity among the people, and the nnm bel' 
of day scholars and boarders are increpwsing. 

At the dose of the year there was a total enroll
ment of one-hundred and sixty pupils in the school 
with eight teachers. The staff is the same and they 
are doing a good job as far as 1 have been able to 
judge. There is, however a definite desire among the 
local Christians to obtain a Headmaster who belollgs 
to our own chureh, and that l'hould not be difficult as 
we now have several young men with the required 
qualifications. 

Thanks are due to the local school authorities for 
the granting of Rupees two-thOUf-land and two- hundred 
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&nd fifty as refund for house repair expenses, contin
gencies etc. for the years 1949-i95l. Similar grants 
fOT the years'liJ52 and 1953 have also been promised. 
In addition to this i " the Government is paying a part 
of the teachers' salaries and dearness allowance, as well 
as a slilaJl amount on account of compensation for lass 
of school fees. This favorable attitude taken by the 
school a.uthorities is very much appreciated. 

Bible· teaching may not be given during ordinary 
school periods, but all of the teachers are continuing 
Bible classes for the Christian pupils and others who 
like to be present, outside of the regular working hours, 
and in this way the Good Seed is continuing to be sown 
in the young peoples' minds through this institution. 
May it bear fruit unto Eternal Life for them all. 

In closing. r want to thank all friends who are 
remembering in their prayers the work being done thr{)ugh 
this school. 

A. E. S'fRONSTAD. 



MEDICAL WORK IN 
SANTAL PARGANAS. 

l\tlOHULPAHARI CHRISTIAN HOSPITAL 
and MOHULPAHARI DISTRICT. 

In the past year of 1952 the workers here at Mohul
pahari have changed, but the ministry of working to
gether with God in the healing and treating of both body 
a.nd soul has continued. 

On the fifteenth of March we took over from Dr. 
Hagen who left for America the latter part of March. 
Shortly before the Hagens left, Alice Axelson arrived 
replacing Hilma Gjerde who had left for furlough the 
latter part of Februll ry. At the beginning of the hot 
seaSOIl, GUIlvor Clausen was hospitalized in Shillong. 
After her recovery she went to Maida where she had 
been placed by the pi.'evious missionary conference. We 
feel that it has been difficult this year with -the new 
staff of workers and the change in the mis~bnal'Y sta.ff, 
but we are thankful to all and especially to Gudrun 
Holten who helped us for one m:Hlth during vacations. 
Helene Romer joined us the fil'~t part of September having 
previously been stationed at Saldoha_ We are thankful 
to God for the sustaining Grace which He supplied to 
those who shouldered added resp.onsibilitie~, because of 
those difficulties of transition of workers and the resulting 
problems, especially to Alice Axelson. 

The work of reaching forth with the Gospel has 
continued much the same as in previous years. The two 
pastors, Khudia M·a rndi and Daniel Jha, the Bible women 
and the elders have shouldered the responsibility for the 
work. The district work has continued by old hut faith
ful Khudia Pastor and the two elders. 
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Mrs. Das, Bengali Bible women, ha.s done very effec
tive \vork both a.mong the in-door patients and the 
out-d)or p:l.tients, a.,sisted by the San t:·d, elder, Bisu 
~o [·en. ''I~hudia Pastor has cond uoted a short fune:rail service 
for the Christians who have died a.t the .hospital before 
their bul'ial. 

'rile morning devotions fOl'l11edy held in the church 
are now held on the front verandah or'the hospital. We 
rejoice over the fact that the patients have requested 
to have the morning devotions in the Bengali language 
two mornings a week instead of the former practice of 
one morni1lg a week Many patients vvl!1) would not 
attend the morning devotion~ held in the church, liRt
en while the devotions are conducted on the hospital 
verandah, thereby presenting to us another open door to 
bring the healing message of the GOSlpel. On Thursday 
morning the compoullder:o.: have their Bible. Hour and the 
Il urses meet every W edne~day evening. The praetice has 
been started that on Sunday mornings following the Santali 
service, the congragation members who desire may do 
some Christ.ian service. The volunteers are divided into 
three group.;;, each group \'isiti ng a ~ection of th~ ho!'l
pital and singillg hymns ann ha.ving a ~hol't devotion. 

A few years ago it was decided to start a Nurses 
Training School. However, the missionary conference of 

. ~he following year felt that it would be advisable to 
'wait one year due to litck of personuel and funns. Seven 
girls who had applied, were actually admitted prepared 

. t() start sc:hooi. After the decision of tue missionary 
conference they continued to woek at the ho~pital and 
from time to time are given cla!'!ses, as time allows. 

Vve feel that we lack the sufficiel\t personnel to carry 
on effective work both in hospital care and the training 
schooL. The past year has shown that we need three 
nurses. The hostel for Indian nurses should be built as 
soon as possible according to acoepted plans. 



EIGH1'Y-SIXTH ANNUAL HEPOR'!' 39 

Dr. Chat.terjee ha~ earried lln as in previous years 
and has been a great help in the hospital work. His 

help has been appreciated since 1 feel that my time ha~ 
been occupied mOl'e than desired with adminisr.rative 

work. repairing of buildings aud the like. Most 0t the 
year the work has been so overwhelming that a third 
doctor and accommodation for him is the greatE'Ht need 

at present. 

The admini~trati()n of the Upper Primary Sel:ool has 
been in charge of Sukul Mal'ndi who i:-; a very (:tll1scien

tious w()l'kel'. The enrollment is increaRing with child l'en 

coming from the villages and the compo~md here. Tht' 
small hoarding has ahout, sixteen child l'E'll, 1l10~t of \V hom 

are non -Christians. These children are unable t.o artend 
~chool as day scholal'-': because of the di~tance from their 

humes. The enrollment last year was approximately 011e 

hundred and !'Ieventy children in Mohulpahari Upper 
Primary School. and in our out-station school in Amba
jora there have been forty-two childrell. 

We feel undeserving over God's blessing on the wOlk, 
which has progressed in many ways far beyond our 
expectali~on. "Oommit thy way unto Jehovah; Trust also 
in him, and he will bring It to pasr-;." (P~alm 37: 5) 

A. QUT--PATJENT DEPARMENT 

Christian« 

Santals 
Hinduo; 
Mohammedalls 

Men 
Boys 
Women 

Girls 

Out - Patients 

Repea t visits 
11,965 

7,711 

Total consulations 19,676 

11% Lahorli.tory te!o'tl< 

12% Injections (clinic) 

61% AbscesseH 

16% Tooth Ext,ractions 

60% Other minor operations 

14.677 
2,585 

228 
169 
551 

15% Fractures and Plaster Ca;sts 61 

:20% X-Ray Fluoroscopies 1530 
5% 
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B IN-PA'rIENT DEPARTMENT 

Tota.l pa.ti~nts 1765 Men 50% 
Christian 11% Boys 10% 
Santal" 16% Women 35% 
Hindus 56% Girl~ 5% 
Mohammeda.ns 17% 

C. SURGERY AND OBSTETRTCS 

llajm- P'roc:edu,re.r;: 33l ~finor Proceilu.res: 156 Total: 487 

MAJOR PROCEDURES: GYNECOLOGICaL l70) 

OPHTHALMIC (113) 

Cata.racts 
Iridectomies 
Other 

NOSfi~ & THROAT (15) 

Paraoentesis 

62 
7 

44 

3 

Tonsillectomies 7 
Na.sal Pol~p~ 3 
Deviatio ~ept 1 
Other 1 

GLANDS AND TUMORS \19) 

Thyroidectomies 
TBC Glands 
Amput. 

8 
7 
4 

GENRRAL ABDOMINAL (60 

Appendectomies 1 
Hern. incarc. 1 
Herniorrhaphies 27 
Herniohydrocel 10 
Laparotomies 13 
Cholecystectomy 5 
Ga.stro-Jejunostom 3 
)leo -colostomy 1 

Hysterectomies 6 
Ovarian cysts '3 
Utero suspensions 16 
Curettage 40 
Tubo-ov. abscess 4 
Vulvectomy 1 

GENITO-UIUNARY (92) 

Hydroceles 
Incarceratio testis 
Orcheto.mies 
Scrotectomies 
Circumcision & other 

UKOLOGY (2) 

Cystotomy 

BONE AND JOINT 

AMPUTATIONS 

Rli::CTAL OPERATIONS 

PLASTIC 

SKIN GRAFTING 

OBSTETRIOS (2) 

Forceps 
Caesarians 
Extraut. Gravel 

74 
2 
6 
5 
5 

2 

23 
1 

20 
.2 
1 

2 
7 
.~ 
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Retentio Place'ntac 1 Cystoscopy 
Normal Delivery 50 Sigmoidoscopy 

MINOR PROCEDURES: ANESTHESIAS: (420) 

Pheumothorax 59 Local novoca.ine 
Minor cyst & tumor 15 Local cocaine 
Thoracocentesis 16 Local Anethine 
Spinal Tap 32 Spinal Punc. 
Biopsies 4 Do. & Aether 
Endoscopies 30 Do. & Chlorof. 
Laryngoscopy 4 Intra venous 

EL Y and OTTO FORMAN. 

SALDOHA LEPER COLONY ~ 
and CHURCH DISTRICT. 

41 

6 
20 

138 
89 
15 

140 
29 
8 
1 

There is much gladness and thanks to God as we 
look back on this year which has passed. We have 
experienced the reality of God's promisd: "As the days 
a.re, so shall thy strength be." We were helped through 
the ma.ny toilsome days and the various difficulties by 
the faithfulness of God a.nd the intercession of friends. 

In the medical side of the work there have bien 
many encouragements. In all thirty-four patients have 
been sent home having become free of any symptoms, 
going home to their villages and loved ones to a new 
phase of life again to be respected by their neighbors •. 
For this we thank God. It brings gladness to all of us 
w.hen some are able to return home well again. Some 
of them have also lea.rned to know the only True God 
while here. Five hundred and fourteen patients have been 
admitted for treatment in the colony and hospital. The 
average number of pl.tients is slightly above three hund
red and fifty. 'fhree hundred and thirteen h~v~ com~ 

G 
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f~:r treatment for the first time and eighty- five pati:ents 
haNe come .for renewed treatment. Of this total oft-hree 
hundred and ninety-eight only one hundred and sixty
six could be admitted. In addition to those, one hundred 
and ten patients have come for regular out-'-:door treat-
1n-ent in Saldoha and. one hund!'ed and ninety-4f.our 
pa.tients have came for regular dispensary treatment in 
iBaromasia. 

Approximat.elY half of the pa.tients in the colony have 
been under the treatment of the new Sulphone medic~ne. 
The results are very encouraging. The old method of 
treating by Hydnocarpus oil by injection still has its place. 

The Indian doctor asked to be freed from his work 
the first of June and that was granted. With all possible 
effort, it was impossible to secure a new one during the 
cours,of the year. Otherwise, the staff members have 
been e sam·e,as ;the previous year, and they have been 
steadfast in Mie \ work. 

Whe.n ;M.a..rgit Hannevik left for .furlough in' the 
spl'ing, .w.e received the good and deeply appreciated help 
of Helene Romer who was in Saldoha from March until 
the last of August when she moved to Mohulpahari where 
she was urgently ·needed. Fortunately, we received the 
much .needed ;help of Kari Ringheim who came after 
the last conference. Otherwise, Ingeborg Kleven has borne 
the daily . iburdell:s in the nursing care and the district, 
as far :as the time allowed. In addition to ·the ·medical 
work .in t·he colony, much has been done f01' tht) sick 
through . the dispensary and in our little hospital for 
non-lepers; Four thousand nine hundred and eighteen 
have c'Ome to receh-emedicine and one hundred and 
seventy--rnine patients have been admitted to the hospital.. 
TheDe a.lso a ,daily devotion is conducted for the patients. 

,['~e~gri(;mltllJ,'al work in the colony as well as the 
wotk jn the weaving school and the industrial school 
~~·.~one .,on as usual. The patients have shown great 
iuterest in in~ret\sed food production ~nd inth~ cultivl\.tiou 
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of new land. Three schools have been in session the 
entire year for leperous children and, eveniij~ ,s,chool for 
the adu,lts has shown great and fa;'itlhful' interest. The 
worship services conducted both in Santali an4 Be.n~~Ji 

have had good attendance with always two-third~ of 
those in Blttendance being n0n-Christians. Eight have 
been baptized during the course of the year and six, were 
confirmed. Several are being instructed for baptism now. 

The congregational work and educational woi-k"' in 
the outstations and here on the main station has gone 
on smoothly and seems to be advancing. The' ,Saldoha 
Upper Primary school had an enrollment of about one 
hundred pupils, with eighteen or twenty of these living 
in the boarding. We rejoioe to have the opportunit'Y 
for work in the church district in addition to work in 
the oolony, but we have too little time, and strength -for 
that work. The women's work has been carried on 'alS 

usua] with the help of the lady missionaries. Five he,Q,th~n 
were baptized and some are being instructed now for 
baptism. The workers have been'the same and on the sam,e 
places with the exception of the elder in Tarni who Was 
tranferred to Musnia as a permanent wOl"ker thel·~. The 
pastor in Tarni has been careless in his duties and the 
congregational life has suffered because of that. 'Ve 
need a spiritual a wakening among our congregational 
leaders. 

In closing we thank, all who have helped us with 
gifts and prayers in the year passed. The GO,vernment 
of Bihar, Mission to Lepers, District Board and the, many 
friends of the Santal Mission have made it possible to 
c'ontinue' the work. Thanks for tbe intercession all mission 
friends ~ The work is God's and we are all his workers 
for the spreading of the Kingdom of Jesus Christ' through
out the world. 

EDF.L and MAGNUS HAV.qST~D." 



WORK IN BENGAL. 
BENGAL WORK IN SANTAL PARGANAS, 

BIRBHUM AND MURSHIDABAD. 

Returning from furlough at the end of October, we 
were put into work from N ovem ber when Kjolbergs left 
,for Norway. During these two months we have not been 
able so far to come around to all the places in the 
rather large District. During our furlough, Kj.>lbergs 
had charge of the work among other races in Santa,} 
Parganas and also the Bengali work in Murshidabad 
besides the work in Birbhum, and 80 it is for us. So 
at the close of the year I am only writing down some 
{acts concerning the work, the vast field as a whole being 
no~: thoroughly known to me as yet. 

1 • Up to the end of the year the work among the 
Mahalis has been included under tJ?e Bengal Church 
09QDCil. From 1953 this work will join the Santa.l Church 
Oou.ncil, and the Mahali Christians have applied for gett
ing· their own separate Circle, which also has been gran
ted them. The work among the Mahalis still needs much 
care, and they are in need of preachers. We hope the 
y'oung MahaH couple at the Divinity School, Josefand 
Nilmoni, will be a great help in the future, and go in 
for the work among their own people. 

Outside of the Mahali work we have a vast field in 
Santal Parganas, besides the six or seven Bengal congre
gations already there, we have all the other non-Chris
tians to -work amongst who are more in number than 
the Santals. 

The workers have been almost the same as before. 
&n~ they have been doing their best. Together with the 
preachers and pastors, the missionaries have been touring 
around in all three districts. The workers' meetings 



,have been held as before, and a refresher course was 
,held in Suri during last fall. This year we have ha.d 
two pastors in Santal Parganas, namely, David Jha in 
Dumka, and Daniel Jha at Mohulpahari, and also two 
in Birbhum. The Rev. Ghose in Suri, besides his pas
toral work is also the Editor of the Bengali monthly 
paper, "Bongo Bondhu" The other paRtor, J. J. Das 
at N alhati, has also helped with the pastoral duties in 
Murshidabad. In north Birbhum there is a great need 
of a well-trained preacher. 

The split in the congregation in Itor is still there, 
and it seems to be rather difficult to bring the two 
parties together. Great effort has been made to solve 
the problem during the years, I understand, and it has 
been a special subject for prayer. But still at the end 
of the year there is so far not any change for the 
better to be seen. We have also two other places where 
the devil has been able to destroy the congregation to 
some extent, at Rampur Hat and Chapuria, where we 
have many high caste and educated people too. We 
feel very sorry about this, and ask for intercession. 

But the new little congregation at Bhabki in Murshi
dabad har;; been going on well. One of the new Chris
tians there, a teacher, has helped as a preacher. During 
the ~ear the congregation has doubled, as eight from 
the non-Christian community have been baptized, and 
they are still anticipating more. Some other places we 
also this year have had the joy to see new members 
being added to the congregations, and some more were 
under instruction. But at the end, owing to so many 
obstacles from their own people, they did not have the 
courage oJ accepting the baptism. We will remember 
them in our prayers that God may grant them graoe 
and power to break through all hindrances. 

It was really wonderful to notice in DUlUorgram 
a.mong the shoemaker caste how some of the Ohristians 
ha.ve "rown ,in knowledge ~nd spiritual power. In t~. 



night'sohool, carried on by the preacher, both childrfen 
and adults have learned to read. One I saw had even 
gotten his own Bible and was able to read it. 

Both in Suri and other places there have been regu
lar family prayer meetings, alternately around in the 
Christian, homes. T4is helps to get into better contact 
with the homes, and at the same time a good oppor
~unity to preach the Gospel. 

Besides the work among the women ca l'ried on by 
the ,three Bible--women together with the l11issionarie~, 

Mrs. Kjolberg has also had a Ladies' As.o:ociation here 
in Suri. At a sale they were able to tn t'n over to .the 
qqurch, (und more than sixty rupees. This is a, good 
start in self~support, where also the women can help 
in a wonderful way. 

In a very lowcaste village not far fromSuri, we 
ha.ve come into contact with the vil1age people. They 
are listening very eagerly, and we are hoping to be able 
to help them in starting a night school, with the only 
one of them who can read as a teacher. In that way 
we hope to get an opportunity also to ,preach the Gospel 
there. 

We are still in ne;ed of more well-trained preachers 
and! Bible women, in this ra.ther difficult field. We are 
also longing, to' have more of an aWaikening a.nd reviV'a.1 
a,mong' our Christians, and the same time more respon ... 
sibiHty fer their non-Christian countrymen, The Hindu 
aond the, Muslim religion make it often, hard for people 
to break with their own religion. We feel more' and 
more -the need of asking you dear friends to remember 
especially: this work among the other races. And we 
kinow' and ,have seen that God is able to do wonderful 
things also here. 

The;, seed has 'been SOWD, and we know that it will 
bea.r fruit w,hen the season comes. Fe-rha'ps, the fruit 
oomes some day whSll we· leaist expe~ it. 
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So we thank God for all the work accomplished 
also in the last year, and look forward to the coming 
ycear wtth i great hope and much expeetations. -W-e want 
also to thank all you friends for joining uS in prayer 
and supplications and support. 

KIRSTEN .AND PEDER LUDV. LANDE. 

CO,OCH ,BEHAR. 

·Cooch Behar District. 

Our first year :with responsibilities in the work has 
passe.d. It ihas been a year with rich 'varieties of ex
periences. including the depressing frustrations which 
meet the "greenhorn ", and also the happy feelings of 
joy when the Word of God works its miracles. ·The 
results of the work may be hard to put on paper, as 
they are within the hearts and minds of men. 

The year opened with a large number of Christian 
soldiers in our midst. Of the fifteen hundred troops 
sta.tioned here temporarily, about fiftyperoent were 
Ohristians, coming mostly from Bihar and Madras. As 
a result, we often had Sunday services in Bengali, Hindi, 
English, and at times also in Tamil. It was a real en
couragement for us to see so many happy, young, Indian 
Ohristians. The commanding officers, some of whom 
were, ,Christians, were very sympathetic and went out 
of their way -to see that all the Christian soldiers had 
an opportunity to come to worship. Although the sol
dier's stay here meant extra work for us, it was with 
sorrow that we saw them leave. 

In the middle of January we had our annual con
ference which was arranged and organized completely by 
our :Garo Christians. Sev:eral -fellow missionaries visited 
us a.t tha.t time, and we ~a.ll felt enriched by ,the- spon-
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taneous happiness expressed by these sons and daughters 
of the jungle. The program lasted for two and one
half d~ys, and included everything from Bible Study 
tp volley,ball competition. 

For the greater part of the year we had the good 
fortune of having a Ohristian A.dditional Deputy Com
missioner, namely, Mr. V S. C. Bonarjee. He was a 
very active Christian, and in spite of a heavy load of 
work in the administration here, he was never too busy 
to join us. He often accompanied us on our trips to 
the villages and he preached and gave testimonie8 both 
in the church here and in the mofussil. His stay here 
was saddened by the death of his mother in the beginning 
of the year, but both he and his twin sisters gave a 
living testimony of the Christian hope which reaches 
beyond death. 

A. Bible Course was conducted in the month of May 
at Dinhata, and it was attended by all workers, both 
preachers and teachers. We feel that such courses help 
to strengthen us and bring us closer to each other and 
oloser to our Lord. 

During the past year we have been fortuna.te in 
acquiring about two hundred acres of land for our tribal 
Christians. Two new settlements thus have been started 
and they may well aooommodate about one hundred fa
milies. !dost of these families have been living under 
rather poor conditions as forest workers, some in East 
Pakistan and some in India. It is a real joy to see 
how' well they utilize the land they now may call their 
own. They have reoeived no financial help from the 
mission in this. The authorities of the district h.ave bee n 
very helpful and sympathetic, and desire .our help for 
their Tribal Welfare plans. We are happy to join hands 
with them in this work, first, becausl3 most of the triba.ls 
of thi.iJ district are Christians or in the process of beoom- . 
ing .. Christia.ns; and secondly, because we feel that it-is 
'" recognition of our work ~s ~ mission. 
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The evangelistic work is conducted by one pastor, 
eight evangelists and one Bible woman, in addition to 
some voluntary workers. For SlX months two of the 
evangelist" were away for training. Therefore, we have 
not been able to do as much work a<; we should have, 
although we have tried to be out in the villages as much 
as possible. 

The educational work is carried on with four Govern
ment-aided primary schools and six village schools in 
addition to our boarding school for girls at Dinhata. At 
the present time we are working on plans for a board
ing sohool for tribal boys in co-operation with West 
Bengal Government. About ninety-eight pet. of the 
children in the Government-ai'led schools are from 
non-:-Christian homes, and we feel that it will be an 
advantage to close some of these so as to enable us 
to give more attention to our Christian children. 

We have been happy to receive many visitors 
during the year. A large num'.>er of missionaries have 
stopped over with us on their way to Assam. Most of 
them are from other missions and it is good to have 
fellowship with these friends. 

Of the more offiCially marked visits, we m.ay men
tion the Rev. Fredrik Wisloff and Ivar Skauen who 
stayed for nea dy a week at the beginning of the year. 
Then the Rev. and Mrs. Bjerkestrand stopped for a 
short visit and the Rev. and Mrs. Gausdal joined us 
for a visit to our Garo congregations in the jungle. 

Without redu~ing the joy and significance of these 
visits, however, it was a special joy to receive a member 
of our Home Board, Mrs. Molly Dahlberg, in the 
beginning of Novemb6r. 

In the month of May we had the sad experience 
of losing our most promising young woman, Tuno Roy, 
the wife of our pastor's eldest son. She had for some 
time been Bible woman here, and her presence was like 
a beam of sunshine on an otherwise grey day. She 

7 
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died shortly after giving birth to their first child and 
she is missed by us all. May the Lord bless her me
mory which is an in;;piration to us all. 

Looking back on the past year, we find cause for 
thanks and praise to God. One hundred and one souls 
have been added to the congregations, but numbers do 
not mean much in the eyes of God. Our prayer is that 
He will plant His Holy Spirit in the hearts of us all, 
so that not only the nUlllber may grow but that the 
individual may grow in grace, love and faith. 

The year has been a year of grief, happiness 
and anxiety. Grief because of the lukewarm and un co
operating Christians, happiness because of the opening 
for the Gospel amongst the tribals, and anxiety because 
of the lack of teaching and knowledge amongst our new 
Christians. 

But above it all, we are thankful for the past year. 
We thank all the friends in Sweden for their unfailing 
support with means and pmyers. We thank the Home 
Board for their willingness and understanding. We thank 
fellow missionaries in' the Santal Mission for spiritual 
and moral support. We thank our Indian workers fnr 
their willingness to serve. We tha.nk the authorities 
for sympathy and confidence shown towardA us. A spe
cial thanks to our two fellow-workers, Miss Pihlquist 
and Miss Wittander, for their good fellowship. And 
above it all, we stand at the end of the year with 
thankful heart before the Almighty God for His mercy 
shown to us in a thousand ways. 

• Let us then start a new year with thanks to God 
because, "We are ambassadors therefore on behalf of 
Christ, as though God were entreating by us we be
seech you on behalf of Christ, be ye reconciled to God." 
II Cor. 5: 20. 

In the service of the Almighty, 
Anlaug and Ragnvald A. Pederaen. 
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DINHATA. 

In January we had the great joy of dedicating the 
Mission station here at Dinhata. At t.hat time besides 
having a great number of our Indian Christians present, 
we had the privilege of having severa~ of the mission
aries with us. Rev. Kampp, who during many years 
has been of great help to our work here at Cooch 
Behar, performed the dedicatory rites. Through the open
ing of this station a longfelt need for a station for 
two lady-missionaries has been met, and we thank all 
our friends in Sweden who have so generously contri
buted towards the work here. 

At the same time we were able to open new houses 
for our girls' boarding department. Miss Das, who has 
been working at N arainpur School and has had great 
experience both as headmistress and matron, took charge 
both of the school and the boarding. During the year 
she has proved herself to be a very hard working wo
man and though all the girls came from Garo villages 
where tb e standard of education is very low, she was 
able to pull them through and the annual examination 
showed remarkable progress, All the girls appeared in 
the examination of the Sunday School Union and the 
reRults revealed that they have a good foundation of 
Christian knowledge. 

The women's meetings have regularly been held and 
the women together with the older girls in the school 
have been working very hard for a mela which was 
held here just before Christmas. It was the first mela 
to be held in this Mission and though the attention by 
the outsiders was not as large as we had anticipated. 
the result was not too bad. Besides the income from 
the Mela, the women's society here was able to turn 
over a fairly large sum to the Church fund owing to 
their faithfulness in giving "mustichal" (a handful of 
rice) at every time they cook. The rice was collected 
the last Saturday of every month and by selling it much 
Was a.dded to their fund. 



52 THE SAN'l'AL MISSION OF THE NORTHERN CiIURC1t~S 

In spite of finding that there is no necessity of ha
ving a dispensary here at Dinhata, we are thankful 
for the contact we have with non-Ghristians coming 
here for medical aid. The need of a Bible woman has 
been felt and we hope and pray that God soon will send 
someone who wi.ll take up the work among the ingno
ra.nt Hindu and Mohammedan women living in the 
villages surrounding us. 

In May a Bible course was arranged for our mis
sion workerH. We felt the Lord's presence and thank 
Him for the blessing we received. Several times we 
have been staying, for some days in a Garo village where 
there is a Christian congregation, teaching the Bible. 
We more and more understand that our most important 
ta.sk in India today is to strengthen our Christians with 
Bible knowledge. Indeed a wonderful task because we 
know "The grass withereth, the flower fadeth, but the 
Word of our God shall stand for ever." 

E. PIHLQUIST. 

NIMASARAI BENGALI WORK. 

Li dng conditions in this district were as severe 
last year as ever. We hardly understand how we were 
able to get through, but we did. Towards the end of 
the year a good and full paddy harvest was obtained, 
after which prices at last began to ease. These condi
tions acted as a depression on our preachers and pastors 
and probably somewhat curtailed their energies. At 
least visible results of the work were small as pre
viously. The few who were baptized from outside all came 
from the Hindu community. Towards the end of the 
year things looked more promising, as some people be
gan preparations for baptism. One blessing was that 
the dist~iot had a plentiful mango crop. Some poor 
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people could satisfy their hunger en mangoes fallen on 
the ground, since they may freely be picked up by " first 

" comers • 

We tried to economize as much as possible. The 
account of mission and church have now been com
pletely separated. Pastor Moharaj Bhandary acted as 
treasurer for the church and took very scrupulous care 
of the funds of the church. For one thing we have 
abolished the former monthly workers· meetings because 
they had gradually become too costly. In some other 
mission districts it. is possible for the workers to come 
from their homes and return again after the meeting 
the same day. Thus the problem can be solved by their 
bringing their own food. But here distances are far too 
great for such arrangement. Still the co-operation and 
joint working of the preachers suffer from the lack of 
these meetings. Now they only meet for the quarterly 
Circle Conference. 

No great change has taken place during the year 
in the staff or in the centres of work. That of course, 
means that a very essential part of the district still. 
remains untouched by the work of the mission 01' the 
church. Work among women continued as before under 
the direction of Mrs. Kampp. Our two Bible women 
worked faitfully and may be said to be among the most 
diligent of our workers. Sometimes we find encourage
ment in looking at the work among women and children. 
So it is not true to say that women·s work in MaIda 
is at a standstill. However, it is true that now it is 
two years since Miss Malmstrom was transferred from 
this district and no other lady missionary has come in 
her place to take charge of the most needed work 
among Bengali women, nor is there any prospect so far 
of a successor to her. 

At the beginning of the hot season we had a con .. 
vention for the Christians, which was much appreciated 
by the not so very numerous partakers. In December we 



had the usual "witness week" where we try to get all 
the Christians to partake in proclaiming the Gospel. 

During the year we had a new book in Bengali 
published, a brief Christian Theology, dogmatics and 
ethics, corresponding to what we give the students in 
our Divinity School. rrhere seems to be a demand for 
this book also in other parts of the Bengali speaking 
regions. 

The school at Nimasarai Mission, together with other 
schools of the vicinity, was declared a free compulsory 
school. Still it is far from all the chilJren of the sur
rounding villages that attend the school up to now. We 
try to help in forwarding "adult literacy" by establi
shing night schools. The number of b,jYs in our hostel 
was as low as ever this year, owing partly to the high 
cost of living and p:ll'tly due to the establishment of 
several hostels in connection with other schools, where 
Christian boys are also accepted as boarders. We are 
discussing with the Government the possibility of a hos
tel for girls in connection with some high school of this 
district. 

The new missionary family that had come here was 
a disappointment, as they had to go back to Denmark 
before the end of the year. 

After all, perhaps, we have to call 1952 a fairly 
normal year. When we count the Bengali work of o'ur 
entire church there were baptized in all ninety-five 
from the non-Christians besides the children of Chris
tia.n parents. This comes to an average of 1. 07 pel" 
evangelistic worker. For all people combined within our 
mission area the corresponding average for last year 
wa.s 1. 125. 

There was some increase in the income of the 
church from Indian sources, namely, from rupees 2836/
in this Circle la.st year to rupees 3501/- in 1952, that is 
an inorease of 23%. This may be oalJed respeotable 
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considering the time of scarcity. Calculating the ave
rage per member of the congregations it comes to rupees 
1-9- 1~ per head. Last yea.r the corresponding average 
for the church of our entire area was rupees 1-7-1! and 
for the Bengalis as a whole rupees 1-4-4. 

H. p, H. K AMPP. 

SANTAL WORK IN NORTH BENGAL. 

A new missionary couple for Santali work in North 
Bengal have now arrived, namely, Rev. and Mrs. Kjell 
Clausen who were sent out from Norway. But during 
1952 it was impossible for them to obtain sufficient 
knowledge of the language to take charge and respon
sibility of all Santali work, so I had to remain in it 
up to the .end of the year-and part of 1953. In MaIda, 
as everywhere in Bengal, it is necessary for a Sa.ntal 
missionary to know both Bengali and Santali. It is a 
question whether it would not be wisel' to begin with 
Bengali and then take San tali afterwards. The opposite 
order was, however, decided (In in this case, possibly 
from the old habit 

Other difficulties for the Santal missionary of the 
Middle Field are first that his area is much larger in 
extent and with regard to the number of Santals living 
there than any other Santal mission district in our 
mission,-and secondly that the area is divided between 
two different countries, India and Pakistan. which at 
present strive to exclude themselves from one another. 
Last year we thought that communications across the 
border would now become easier. Instead of that a 
passport system has been enforced, which at least to 
begin with bas caused very nearly all traffic across the 
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border line to cease. Thus this year not even the pas
tors from Pakistan could come here on visits for con
sultations. We hope the situation may ease, when both 
countries have managed to issue the millions of pass
ports that ~re called for suddenly to begin with. Carry
ing money across the border has become practically 
impossible. Personally, only once during the year was 
I able to secure permit for a visit to Pakistan, although 
it did then allow me to stay there for a period up to 
si:c months, if it had but been practical to do so. For 
the sake of control there is now only one place where 
it is legal to cross from MaIda to Pakistan or back, 
and there t.he means of conveyance are mostly non exis
tant, so I had to give up that route and instead go 
around Dinajpur District to enter and return. 

Thus, joint meetings for the two parts of North Bengal 
are impossible at present. Consequently. the Santa I Dis
trict Church Council for North Bengal has to work in 
two independent sections, each consisting of two "Oircles." 

The Bengal Christian Council, originally comprising 
both Bengals, has since the partition tried a similar 
arrangement. But at its last meeting in the beginning 
of 1953, it was on the proposal of the East Pakistan 
section, and they decided to separate the two branches 
entirely, so that the East Pakistan Christian Council 
hereafter will be completely independent of the Bengal 
Christian Council, and even will have no connection 
with the Indian National Christian Council, but like 
this itself be directly affiliated to the International Mis
sionary Council. 

It may become necessary to have a correspon~ing 

arrangement of our Santal Church Council for North 
Benga.l. Then again arises the question, if we may 
eventually have to transfer our mission field in Pakis
tan to other missions with headquarters in that country. 

We are still seriously short of pastors in the Middle 
FieIq. r~stor J Ollt\S Ht\sdt\~ of Rajadighi ht\s been acting 
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both as president and as treasurer of the District Chu·reh 
Council, except that funds for Pakistan had to be dis
posed of in a particular way. Besides that he is the 
chairman of his own local Circle, in addition to being 
the only Santa 1 pastor for an area covering more than 
two pastorates. 

Within the Malda-Purnea Circle is also pastor 
Jaeram Hasdak of Khoribari. He does a quiet and 
steadfast work there. But in the West Dinajpur Circle 
the position is somewhat difficult. Old Pastor Jalpa 
Soren passed away there in January of 1952. Meanwhile a 
pastor from the "old country tt had come to Narayanpur. 
But his health and strength and his ability for leadersllip 
proved unequal to the difficulties in the work there, so 
he gave up and left the place before the end of the 
year. After that the members of the congregations could 
not agree among themselves as to a ~uccessor. After 
much deliberation they finally agreed to leave the deci
sion to the General Sup6rintendent. So it was settled 
that Pastor Munshi Murmu of Phoridpur in Pakistan 
should mov·e to N arayanpur as their pastor. Then in his 
place a te!i.cher of Narayanpur, Bajnath Baskey. should 
be ordained pastor for Phoridpur. This has come about 
during the first part of 1953, and Munshi Pastor has 
succeeded in getting his papers and coming to Narayan
pur; but Bajnath has not yet obtained passport for Pakistan. 
His qualifications for the pastoral calling are not very 
high, and the conditions at bis place of work are not 
very easy. 

In the northernmost pastorate of Pakistan no solu
tion has been found thus far regarding the question of 
a pastor: for them. The old Pastor Mongol Kisku, already 
long on pension, is now too weak to deal with matters 
there, and so some trouble rem !tins unsettled" Also at 
Rotonpul', th.e Western pastorate of West Dinajpuf, the 
problem of a past<?r remains unsolved. The majority 
have recently voted for a local leader, who is without 
any. qualifieationsfor pastoral work. The minority prefer 

8 
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ay()ung son of their deceased pastor, who has been 
through the Divinity School for Santals at Benagaria. 
Until further, Jonas Pastor will h~ve to continue his 
work of supervision there. 

In the southernmost pastorate of Pakistan, namely 
Badhar, Pastor Budhrai Hasdak continues his work during 
various kinds of difficulties. He had a fairly well edu
cated assistant, who hios been through the Divinity 
School course at Benagaria. But their a.ttempt at co
operation has failed and the young man had to be sus
pendedfrom his work at the visit of the Gentlral 
Superintendent about Christmas time. In spite of all, the 
work there has shown progress. During this new year 
Budhrai Pastor has found it necesRary to call the for
mer Pastor Lopsa Soren to help him in preparing new 
converts for baptism. 

Also at other places new believers h,l,ve joined the 
congregations, actually in all four Circles. And there 
are still many that are asking for instruction and baptism. 
For example, within the area \)f Jonas Pastor's super
vision there are no less than four villages of Santals 
who have asked to be taught. Sadly enough the preachers 
and "elders" who ought to take care of them, show far 
less energy and eagerness than these great opportunities 
call for. 

Statistical reports show that there are now twenty
six congregations in India and twenty-three in Pakistan. 
The total number of Christians is reported to be one 
thousand two hundred and eighty in India and eight 
hundred and seventy-two in Pakistan, all together two 
thousand one hundred and fifty-two. During the year 
fifty-three and twenty-three children of Christian parents 
respectively were baptized, and of converts from the non
Christia.n community thirty-six were baptized in India. 
and forty-five in Pakistan, a total of seventy-nine. 
Collections in all congregations in India amounted t,) 

Rs. 1344-11-9, and in Pakistan Rs. 663-0-9, making a 
total of 2007 -12-6, 

H. P. H. KAMPP, 



EDUCATIONAL WORK IN 
BENGAL. 

THE BENGAL DIVINITY SCHOOL. 

According to the plans, two terms were held this 
YE'ar, one for four months from April until July and 
one for two months fro'm October until November. The 
II year Senior Course subjects were taught. There were 
ten students, most of them the same as the previous 
year. Simon Tudor dropped out however, and in his 
place came J ogilldro Banjuria ...... " .... J ogen, from MaIda 
District. J ogen was allowed to study in II Senior class 
without having passed I Senior, with the understanding 
that he is to take class I after finishing class III. 
From Cooch Behar came Komol Roy, who also has not 
passed I Senior. He has studied for one year in ano
ther Divinity School. but has not passed there either. 
Also Nahor Munshi came for a few months as he did 
last year, coming from Assam. His work is felt so ne
cessary in Assam that he was unable to join us during 
the second term. We have tried our best to help him 
with books, and he is said to be doing good work at 
home, even though he really should have more training 
for his important task among Muslims. Also we again 
had Musa here for a time but again he left before he 
was quite ready for Baptism. 

In the following subjects the students prepared for 
and Scl.t for examination. 

1. The Gospel of St. John 
2. Romans 
3. 6' The God We Trust" - The Apostles Oreed 
4. Isaiah in part 
5. Modern Church History 
6. Teachini enquirers. 
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7. How We Got Our Bible 
8. The Books of the Bible ............ Introduction to 

Old arid New Testament . 
9. Hinduism 

The students obtained the following percentage of 
full marks:-

1. Ajen Chisim Oooch Behar 70% 2nd class, 
2. Komol Roy, Cooch Behar 69% 2nd class, 
3. Gopal Biswas Cooch Behar 63% 2nd class, 
4. Suren Pramanik MaIda .61% 2nd class, 
5. Sodanondo Adhikari Cooch 

Behar 53% 3rd class, 
6. Jogen Banju;ria MaIda 51% 3rd class, 
7. N ogen Pramanik MaIda 50% 3rd class, 

.( increased). 

50% is reguired fOl' passing and promotion to class 
III ·Senior. Sonaram Ko:rmokar from Assam and Stephan 
Jha from Santal Parganas were taken ill during the 
examination and the first named was unable to sit for 
one subject and the latter was unable to sit for five 
subjects. They will be allowed to write their papers at 
a special test at the begin~ing of the next term in 1953. 

In addition to the two named aboye, N ogtm Pramanik 
was able to complete the last test in his Junior Exam. 
Which had been left since the previous year. 

During the year, Rev. P. Kjolberg assisted fo1' ten 
days giving lessons in Isaiah and supplying duplicated 

; not~s on the subject. Further help was obtained through 
a few ler.tures by Sobha Pandit of the Children's Spe
cial Mission while he was here for a convention. Three 
of the students also joined a Youth Conference or Sum
mer··Schoolat Dinaj.pur. BabuLokhon O. Konai .gave a 
.course of lessons on Hinduism. Otherwise, we were 
alone in the work. Mrs. Kampp conducted the singing 
classes as before and also tl1e te~ohing· of the families 
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of students and other women and children, assisted QY 
our two local Biblewomen. In orde,r to .. give students 
sufficient time for home studies, unfortunately song less
on" had to be cut short to a certain extent The same 
was the case in the English class. 

Debating club or Christian Endeavour meetings were 
held every Saturday evening. One speaker would intro
duce a subject for debating and later on another would 
read a written treatise, Sermons were practised weekly 
every markeL day and ill various churches on Sundays, 
as well as on village tours on Sunday afternoon and 
other occasions. 

Certificates were sent to students through their res
pective Circle Chairman. 

H. P. H. KAMPP. 

EKLAKHI MISSION GIRI.JS" SCHOOL. 

It is difficult for me to write a report a bout Eklakhi, 
as I have been i.n charge of the school only since August, 
but I am sure that all three of us who have been here 
thi.s year agree, that the Lord is faithful, and he has 
kept His promise, "r am with you always." 

Whe.n Betzy Nordby left for furlotigh, Gudrun Holten 
came here to take over her work, both in the school 
and dispensary. It was not an easy task, but she managed 
it well, so the work could be carried on as before. And 
the teachers also have been a great help both to her 
and to me. 

We obtained two new Santal teachers from Midna
-pur in the beginning of the year, and they have been 
'working faithfully together with the old teachers, Sara. 
Munnu, Snehala.ta 8i1'car and Rahel M urmu. In April 
·Sare. was married, but she continued tn her 'Work here 



the remainder of the year. She has been here since the 
school started, and we are all missing her. She certainly 
looked upon her work as received from God, and I am 
sure that the seed she has sown will bear fruit. 

'Ve have had fewer children this year than we usually 
have. I think the reason was due to the poor harvest 
this year. Thus the parents were not able to pay the 
boarding fees for their girls. 

The children's health has been good. We have had 
no serious illness, only the usual malaria cases and coJds. 

\ 

In April we had a visitor from Children s Special 
Service, Mr. Pandit, here for a week. In the morning 
we gathered in the church for pray~r, in the afternoon 
he had singing with the girls, and in the evening he 
held meetings with magic lantern, and every evening the 
church was filled with people from the villages round 
about here. I am sure that these days have been a 
blessing to the children, and also to many others, and 
we are thankful to the Children's Special Service Mis
sion for their work. 

The Government Grant to the school has been as 
before, one -hundred rupees per month, but the dearness
allowance for the teachers was raised f.rom five rupees 
and eight annas per month to six rupees and eight annas 
per month. The Government is very interested in get
ting this school raised to M. E. and is willing to give 
financial help. Until now it has not been possible, but 
we hope it can be done. Many of the parents think 
it very difficult to send their girls to Narayanpur. Now 
we have two senior trained teachers, so it could be pos
sible as far as I can see. 

Since September th.e Kjell Clausen famay have been 
staying here. 1'hey are studying Santali, and have also 
been helping here in many ways. The Christian San
tals round about here are glad to have their own saheb, 
and we are .all hoping to get the money for the new station 



EIGHTY-SIXTH ANNUAL REPORT 69 

at Bagsal'ai, so that Mr. and Mrs. Clausen can continue 
their work here in MaIda, where they are so badly needed. 

There have been difficulties this year, many of them 
due to my insufficient knowledge of the language, but 
I haye felt the good-will from the teachers and others. 
And I am sure that many have been remembering the 
work in their, prayers. May God bless his Work in 
Eklakhi. The harvest truly is plenteous, and the labourers 
are few, but let us pray that we may be faithful and 
fulfill the ministry to which we have been called by the Lord. 

GEkD OGNEDAL. 

NARAINPUR MISSION GIRLS' SCHOOL. 

"For I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee." 
This word has come to us in a new and comforting 
way in the year which has just passed. 

The year of 1952 has had its difficulties for us in 
Narainpur, as far as the school work was concerned. 
Most of the year we have been carrying on with in
sufficient staff. In the beginning of the year, our H ead
mistress felt that owing to her age sbe would not be 
able to work any longer. A younger teacher had to 
take over the responsibility as Headmistress for the 
Secondary section, while the Primary Section was in 
charge of our Headmistress from the previous years. 
AU attempt to obtain a senior-trained teacher for the 
Middle English section failed as we had to use more 
or less trained help for class 5, and this was rather a 
drawback, which their examination results showed. It 
aleo was a heavy responsibility for the other teachers, 
as they had much. extra work to attend to. 

Our preacher, Mr. Dutto, very willingly helped us 
not only with the Bible teaching but with other sub
jects toc. At the same time he was a great help to me 
with all the correspondence, for which I am very thanldul. 
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There was a great deal of illness among the staff 
and the children in the beginning of the year. At one 
time seventeen children and one teacher were in bed 
with a combina tion of influenza and malaria. All \yere 
vel'y weak and it took them quite a long time to recover, 
and in the meantime still others had the attacks. Some 
of the smaller childre'n also had a seize of whooping
cough. 

Some of our family have died this year. 1 should 
like to mention the one who cooked the children's food 
and was like a. mother to them. She was taken away 
from the work in }1'ebruary, as it was found that she 
had T. B. and she died in May after a long time of 
hard su~ering. For those of us who were with her un
till the end, she was a gl'eat testimony to what the 
power of God can, do in feeble instruments of His Grace. 
She left behind three children, two boys and one little 
girl, and I promised the mother that we would take 
care of them. 

One of our former students, Makhi Kisku, who had 
helped in the boarding for the fir::- t half of the year 
and for whom it was decided th:.1tshe should help with 
the school work af.ter the holidays, died suddenly to
wards the end of the holidays fI'om typhoid fever. We 
miss her very much., 

Last, I would mention Supria, the youngest of us 
all. She came back from the holidays underfed and with 
all signs of weakness. A few days later she was sud. 
denly taken very ill with fever and in spite of all 
efforts" she left us the same night to be with the Lord. 
Even though we miss her ao much our hearts are full 
or thanks to God in Whose safe keeping she now is, 
for life has been and would be full of difficulties for her. 

On the first of July, Miss SolYeig Somming came 
here to help until Miss Inger Krogh Nielsen would re
turn from furlough. It was a great help to have Miss 
Sommlng here ~nd make use of her experience in school 
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work and her willingness to help wherever help was 
needed. Miss Somming started a confirmation class for 
five San tal girls and la-tel' when she left our Pastor's 
wife took over, and it was a very happy day when four 
of them were confirmed in the church by our Santal 
Pastor. 

The Sunday School work has this year been carried 
on by one of our teachers, Harsha Prasad, and a student 
preacher and helper in the dispensary, Puspa Das. They 
seemed to have a very good grasp on the children's 
int.erest and a very good way of bringing their teaching 
home to the children. A great help and inspiration was 
the visit of Mr. Pandit from the Children's Special Ser
vice Mission, and many were greatly blessed. For the 
women the usual meetings have been conducted by the 
preacher's wife and Puspa Das and Harsha Prasad. 

There has not been much time for dispensary-work 
this year. Only about nine hundred patients from the 
nearby village have been treated, and only a very fe\,\T 
have been visited in their homes. 

Both from the Ch ristians and from the non-Christi
ans many requests have been made for us to come and 
visit them in their villages, but there was simply no 
time to spare from the work here. As soon as Miss 
Krogh Nielsen came back from furlough, she went out 
to vi~it the congregations in Santal Parganas, and 
arranged a short Bible-course for the Biblewomen. It 
is hoped very much that she should be permitted to do 
this work which has been neglected during her furlough 
owing to all too few workers. 

In December nine children went to Rampur Hat for 
their Middle English examination while seven went for 
Upper Primary examination. 

When we look back over the year cur hearts are 
filled with thanks to God for His help sufficient for all 
our needs and for the hope of resurrection every time 

9 
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we stood by an open grave. Trusting Him we go for
ward. And I want to express my thanks to the friends 
in the homelands who stood behind sharing the burdens 
and joys with us. 

LILLY PETERSEN. 



MEDICAL WORK IN 
BENGAL. 

MALDA MEDICAL WORK. 

"He who believes in me-out of his body as Scrip
ture says, streams of living water will flow." 

This year saw the re-opening of our work at Raja-
. dighi Mission station which has been empty since the 
Rev. Kippenes. and family left for Norway. In Septem
ber Miss Gunvor Clausen came from Mohulpahari, and 
in October r came from furlough in Denmark to take 
up the work here. We hope that eventually a small 
hospital for women and children may develop out of the 
dispensary work that is done here. So far we have no 
buildings for the purpose, but a small dispensary has 
been arranged in one end of the bungalow in which we 
are living. We use the verandah for "consultation room" 
and a large adjoining bathroom has been turned into a 
multipurpose-room. So fa.r we have no room for in-patients. 
A building is under construction for nurses' quarters, 
as we hope next year to have two Indian nurses with 
us to help in the work. 

The patients comi3 from the -..nearby villages. A large 
number of them are Muslim women and many patients 
belong to the so-called tribes, i. e. Santals, Rajbongshis, etc. 

This year we have been treating three thousand and 
thirty-three patients. 

From the beginning of November I have been going 
to Nimasarai every Thursday to conduct an out-door 
clinic for the many patients who know us from before, 
when the temporary hospital was situated at Nimasarai. 
Here we have been trea.ting three hundreda.nd thirty 
patie~ts. 
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Besides this I have quite often been called out to 
see patients in their horpes. During the last month of 
1952 there was a total of thirty-two such ·calls. May be 
this is a working method we should develop. You get 
into much closer contact with the villagers you desire 
to help, and there is a great need for help and teach
ing in these many uncared for villages . 

. MisR Clausen has started working among the San
tal women. There is a very great need for work among 
our Christian women and in many places we hear of 
Santals wanting to become Christians. So far we have 
not been able to find a Bible women to help us. 

We hope and pray that next year some of our plans 
for this work and our hospital work here may materialize. 

May from the work that is being done here streams 
of living water from God through us His servants, flow 
out to all these villages where His name is not known. 

We thank the friends in the homelands for the many 
ways in which they support also this part of our work, 
and we ask for continued prayers for this new field of work. 

GUNVOR CLAUSEN and ELSE HOILUND. 



WORK IN ASSAM. 
BONGAIGAON. 

The year has been quite a good year for the work. 
Most of the burden in the congregations has fallen on Pas
tor Malsing Moshary, since Pastor Olichoron Basumatary 
was seriously ill for mauy months. In November Bis
wanath Narjary was ordained as Pastor and he stepped 
in at once to help out the last two months. Some years 
ago one congregation had to nlove a way as one of the 
rivers changed its course. Now some of the families 
have returned and a few members have joined the com
munity so now we have one more congregation. That 
makes a total of twenty-one congregations. 

The statistics show that one hundred and twenty-one 
have been baptized from among the non-Christians and 
one-hundred and six children of Christian parents. Churc~ 

collections have increased slightly above last year. 

Our new missionaries, the Rev. aud Mrs. Hofren
ning. have helped in the work beside their language 
study~ He has helped with the school and hostel, taken 
part in Sunday s,erviceR, and together with the students, 
workers, and Christians· from the Railway colony held 
street meetings regularly in various parts of the Bongai
gaon area. They have distributed thousands of tracts 
and sold several hundred Gospel portions and quite a 
number of New Testaments in Bengali, Assamese, Hindi, 
and Urdu. Mrs. Hofrenning has taken part in the women's 
work. All this help is much .appreciated and we wish 
theni joy and happiness when they go to their new field 
of work in Parkijuli. 

SCHOOLS. 

In the past year we have had ten village schools 
with eleven teachers. For the teacher's salary they have 
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collected twenty mounds of paddy for each teacher and 
they also receive salary from the' church fund.; In some 
villages where the local board has schools, the children 
a.ttend there. 

The primary school in Bongaigaon has not been going 
too well because during the year we ha\te had trouble 
with the teachers and had to change twice. Our high 
school hostel has beElin filled with students from the Bir
jhara high school most of the time. 

Our wish for the future is a chur.ch building where 
we could gather for our Sunda.y Services an.l morning 
.prayers and where the Christia.ns from the Ra.il wa.y colony 
.could feel they had a. home and were weleome to JOIn 
with us or gather in groups according to .their own 
language. 

May God ble~s His own work and ma.ke us faith
,ful in His service. 

SOFIE NESSE'f. 

GAURANG MISSION. 

This year has seen an increase' in the numberuf 
oongregations in the circle. 

In February . the preacher at J eaguri informed us 
that some heathen families wanted him to' come along 
with them and establish a new village in the forest 

. 'north of Kachugaon. by . clearing new land in the jungle, 
and then they would all become Christians in that new 
place. We advised him to go. They managed to come 
through the first rainy season with all the difficulties 
in such a situation. At the end of the year twenty-

,five people were .baptized. and. a new congrega.tion was 
. established there. 
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A small congregation has also been re-established 
in Serfanguri, which was vacated by the Christians du
ring the disturbances two years ago. Two families moved 
there, and the previous pastor went· back to serve again 
in that place. We are glad that the Word of God is 
again proclaimed in that locality. 

Th~ congregation near Patgaon, where there ha's 
heen dissension, joined the circle again at the end of 
the year. Some change was made in the provision of 
pastoral care in the area. The breach is now healed, 
but the strife and dissension there for several years has 
had a bad effect, and the work has suffered a setback 
in the Patgaon area. 

The pastoral supervision as a whole has not been 
satisfactory, partly due to illness and other reaRons and 
partly due to slackness in the work of one of the pastors. 
We hope that matters will improve. As there are now 
twenty-one congregations, one more pastor will be needed. 

There are only three full-time elders in the circle, 
two stationed in the two big congregations, namely, 
Gothaibari and Mothambil, and one designated for tra
velling work. The latter one was temporarily placed in 
Patgaon to help in a difficult situation there, but at the 
end of the year moved to Gaurang Mission. 

Mothambil school started a big collection for a new 
school building with corrugated iron roof. However, the 
actual work on the building has as yet not been started. 

Gothaibal"i congregation invited the women~s conven
tion in the middle of February and many women attended. 
These -conventions will apparently be established as an 
annua.l feature. Mothambil offered to arrange for the 
meeting next ye$r. 

One youqg man from a completely non-Christian 
locality was baptized in the Gaurang church. He had 
on his own initia.tive learned the Roman script in order 
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to be able to read the New Testament. Even before 
his baptism he started distributing traots and thus wit
nessing to others. 

BORO OHURCH OOUNCIL. 

As Aliohoron p3.stor's health was not good it was 
decided that a new pastor should be appointed. Biswanath 
Narjary, who finished the Divinity School course in 
Chondorpura in 1946, was recommended by the counoil 
for ordination, and this took place in Ranzaupur in 
November. He will be in charge of the congregations 
in Dan'ang and part of Bongaigaon circle, 

It was decided that we should call together a meet
ing of a Bora Christian Board to discuss questions of 
common int.erest to the various groups of Christian Boros. 
Actually, this is a plan dating back several years. 

BORO LITERATURE BOARD. 

There was no meeting of the Board during the year, 
But onG new booklet, "Sadhu Sundar Singh" was printed, 
and reprint was' marle of one school book and one tract 
in AssalIlese script. 

The Boro paper appeared bi -monthly as before, and 
has become an important link in the work. 

A committee of Boros from various parts of Assam 
and Bengal met in Basugann in November Jor the first 
general Boro Literature Committee and decided to use 
Assamese script in their literary work. But as this 
movement is quite new and there is no evidence that 
the matter has 'been finally decided there will be no 
change at present in our use of the Roman script. 

ANNA AND HAAKON HALVORSRUD. 

-, ---~ 
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JOEMA. 

It is evident that both in Joema Circle and in Kamrup
Darrang Circle the self-government in the church has 
led to increased responsibility towards self-support; but 
there is still a great deal to be done before we reach the 
goal of complete self-support. The budgets for 1953 shall 
be shouldered one--half by the mission and the other 
half by themselves. To place the work on a scale which 
the congregations can manage to continue by themselves, 
it was decided at the ,Circle Conference in December 
that from the 1st of January, 1953, in these two circles 
there will be only socalled "church elders" on a reduced 
salary. The eight elders who were previously on full 
salary are to -be "church elders" with six rupees a 
month. Thus, there are in these two circles twenty-five 
congregations, twenty--five "church elders" and five pas
tors. We hope that from next year it will be possible 
to appoint one or two travelling preachers with the de
finite purpose to work with the seeking among the non
Christians. There are ten village ~chool teachers who 
receive part of their salary from the church and part 
of their salary from the village, but some of the villages 
support their teachers entirely. The reports from the 
pastors show that seventy--one non--Christians have been 
baptized and ninety--four children of Christian parents 
have been baptized during the year of 1952. 

Sirmath Pastor at Darrang reports that the work 
there has been carried on as usual. Arjun Pastor reports 
from Kamrup about the dedication of a church building 
at Paharpur and the founding of a new congregation 
at Lalpur. At present many Santals are moving from 
Goalpara to Kamrup to clear new land and to settle 
down there. Among these new pioneers there are great 
possibilities. They need more help than we have been 
able to give them thus far. 1'he need for workers in 
Kamrup has become even greater after it was necessary
for Arjun Pastor to move from th~re, 

10 
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ChaUur Pastor states that in the five villages near 
Salakati (along the railroad line east of Kokrajhar) there 
are a large number of Santals being instruct-ed in pre
paration for baptism. In the course of the year the 
seekers themselves have appointed a Christian family as 
t~acher. Besides the customary school work the teacher 
and his wife also helped with the instruction prepatory 
for baptism, and are still continuing that. Ratu Pastor 
reports that it has been an usual good working year, 
and alHo reports about the dedication of a church build
ing at Atiaba ri. The pastor here ~t Joema, Chotto M urmu, 
reports that there wal'l dedication of a church at Matia
para in December. After Arjun Pastor moved from 
Kamrup he has helped in Ohotto Pastor's district, be
cause he was given sick leave for some- time. He has 
faithfully been out in the villages which have asked 
for help, north and west from Arond and Sendrijhora, 
and now quite a number of families are being instructed 
for baptism. 

A ten--day course for the workers in - J oema Circle 
and those interested was held in J oema during the month 
of June. Each pastor, elder and teacher was given be
forehand an appointed them with assignment to accessible 
Santal literature. In the month of May they gathered 
together into study groups around in the villages. Then 
at the .course they shared with each other what they 
had obtained through this study. Since we were stjU 
studying the language, there was no other way in which 
to conduct the course. In Kamrup--Darrang Oircle they 
had a Bible Week at Hingaon during the month of 
October. 

The school at J oema has had a good working year, 
with one hundred and fourteen stu'ients, eighty of these 
in the boarding. A great event for the school this year 
was the visit of the Minister of Education for Assam, 
Mr. Omeo K. Das, on the 28th of April. This was an 
encouraging visit which was followed by a kind report; 
which ex:pressed a:ppreci&tiol1 for the school *"l1d the ch~ri-



table work done by the Mission The Synod meeting 
in October voted that from January 1. 1953, the Joema 
school should be directly under the church. The Dis
pensary work in J oema has been as usual. 

Our impression is that the regular congregational 
work on the various places is being carried on very 
well. But there are not enough workers to help the 
many non--Christians who ask for instruction and guid
ance. Ma.ny Santals forsake their heathen wor~hip. 

Join in praying that they may not stop here,but that 
they might surrender all to Christ. 

ELISABETH and OLE DORDAL. 

MORNA!. 

Regarding the tea gardens in India, the year 1952 
will be remembered as the year of the collapse, of the 
tea market. During the rainy season when tea auctions 
had started, prices rather suddenly came down to a very 
low level, and tea had to be sold at a rate considerable 
below the cost of production. After some months a la.rge 
number of tea-gardens who could no longer pay their 
labourer's wages had to close down. Along with the 
closing ·of those gardens a great deal of suffering was 
naturally caused to the labourers and other employees 
who all of a sudden found themselves without a job. 
In Assam alone one hundred and sixty tea gardens had 
to close (out of a total of about nine hundred) and nearly 
one .hundred thousand labourers became unemployed, in 
most cases without being able to find any other means 
of existence. At the end of 1952 most of these gardens 
are still at a standstill and one can only hope that 
things will adjust themselves before too long, so tha.t tea 
may a.gain be sold at prioes that will cover the cost of 
produotion. 
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Mornai tea garden has somehow gotten through so 
far. Many restrictions and savings have been adopted. 
but care has been taken that the labourers, as far as 
possible, should not be made to suffer. We hope and 
pray that we may get through these hard days without 
having to resort to very drastic measures, which would 
not only upset the institution but also cause much suffer
ing to phe many men, women and children who have 
their homes and means of existence here at Mornai. 
Our economic reserves are far from u:1limited and it 
will not be possible to bear great losses continuously for 
a long time. It has, of course, not been possible for 
the tea garden this year to contribute towards the Mission, 
who is now confronted with a difficulty because of not 
receiving the amount they had calculated to receive from 
Mornai. 

N,ow turning to the church and its activities there 
is fortunately no such crisis. Again a year has passed 
in which there was ample opp::>rtunity to proclaim the 
Gospel, and though many still, both Christians and non
Ohristians, keep aloof, quite a number of Santals, Mundas, 
a.nd Bengali speaking people have ava.iled themselves of 
th'e opportunity to hear the Gospel about our Lord 
Jesus Christ in their own mother tongues. Some have 
been baptized in all congregations during the past year. 

We believe our school with nearly two-hundred 
children enrolled and seven teachers has been a great 
b1essing to the people. So have the Sunday schools with 
about the same number of children, or even somewhat 
higher. The singing in school and church has been greatly 
improved due to the efforts of our newly appointed song 
teachers, Bedisia Rawani, and also due to the help given 
by Biju Soren, who is employed here as an office clerk. 

The showing of films and lantern slides always 
assures large gatherings and we believe that both Biblical, 
Educational and other good pictures may have a great 
influenoe, especially when (as here) shown to many 
illiterate people and children. 



One important happening in 1952 was the dedica
tion of a church for Bengali speaking people. This does 
not mean that we have built a church. but a house 
formerly used as quarters for some carpenters has been 
made into a church at a very small expense. It nas 
become quite a suitable room for the purpose. The need 
for a church for Bengali-speaking people has been felt 
in Mornai since the church of Pauspur was shifted to 
Dingdinga in 1951. 

At the present time Nahal' Munshi and his fa,mily 
are living in a house close to the church, N ahor and 
his family are converts from Mohammedanism, baptized 
here a couple of years ago N ahor has been appointed 
as preacher to the Mohammedan population of this loca
lity, and .this former Elder among the Moslems is now 
proclaiming the Gospel of Sal\Tation in Christ throughout 
the Moslem villages, among the people who know him 
from before. He is not working without risks, but he 
is ready to take the risk and many are listening and 
wondering whether Christ should also not be their Saviour 
from sin and all their misery. V·l e shall never forget 
a meeting in our church where several leading Moul
vies of this locality with other Moslems were present 
eagerly asking questions about Christianity. We shall 
never forget when we, a.fter the discusslOns, sat down 
in Nahor Munshi's house and these prominent Moslems 
took food, rice and curry, together with us, a thing 
quite unthinkable during past years. Whatever be the 
ultimate result of our work among the Moslems, we have 
been permitted to see a wonderful friendly attitude to
wards Christianity and eager inquiries about Christ and 
His way. This certainly proves that the Gospel is work
ing strongly in Moslem hearts in our present day. 

Another event that must necessarily be mentioned, 
namely, the ordination of Jacob Biswas, who has now 
become a pastor for the Bengali-speaking people here. 
Jacob Biswas is the Head Clerk of Mornai and has been 
an unpaid helper in the church work for ma.ny yea.rs. 
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His ordination now ma.kes it possible for him to conduct 
the church functions in· the Benga.li speaking congre
gations of our Assam field. At the same time he co;o
tinueA his occupat!on in the tea garden. We have thus 
by ordaining Jacob Biswas adopted a new principle, 
namely, ordaining honorary pastors, who work in their 
spare time and on Sund-ays without receivlnJ a.uy salary 
from the chul·ch. It is a new system which m'l.y prove· 
in the future to be a very suitable one ill a. land like 
India where people. in many cases are to') pJor to pay 
a pastor's salary, and where the idea of uo.ing religiouEI 
work without receiving any salary or pa.\' has a strong 
appeal tv many. We are glad for this b~~ginning and 
Jacob Biswas being a man tried and tested through many 
years of voluntary service in the church, we feel he will 
no doubt in this way be able to render grea.t service 
to the Bengali church. 

At the conclusion we wish to thank all friends in 
the homelands who ha,,·e also during the past year had 
the work of Mornai in their thoughts and prayers. 

INGEBOHG AND OLUF EIE. 

THE SANTAL COLONY. 

The Conference asked us to look after the Santal 
Colony in consultation with Rev. & Mrs. O. Eie, when 
Rev. & Mrs. 1. Hoyland went home on furlough, but 
we feel that it is very little we have been able to do 
outside Grahampur itself. 

Rev. & Mrs. O. Eie who know this pal;t of Lhe 
field and the people very well, have been able to do a 
valuable work appreciated by all. The Santals have come 
to them with their difficulties and gone home again 
tha.nkful for gvod·advioes and immediate assistance. 
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According to the constitution, church affairs have 
more and more been taken over by the Church Coun
cils. Rev. O. Eie was elected treasurer of the Colony 
Circle and kindly agreed to hold monthly meetings with 
the pastors, elders and village teachers in Mornai. 

For a few months Cyril Hasdak, the Chairman of 
Mornai Oircle. was faithful co-worker who went from 
village to village to help the people to settle their dis
putes and to develop their local congregat.ions. 1 twas 
therefore a great loss when he became seriously ill, and 
at last passed away Oil the 4th December 1952. He died 
while the benediction was read. Even if he is no more 
here with us, who miss him so much, we belic:~ve that 
God's blel5sing will remain over the work he loved. 

He had come to the Colony for about 35 years ago, 
and had soon won the respect of all its inhabitants. 
As headmaster of Santal Oolony M. E. School he secured 
Government recognition and aid in 1926. Later he be
came head-clerk, kept the Loan Fund accounts and 
managed all kinds· of business-affairs ve'ry faithful] y. By 
and by he gained ccnsiderable efficiency and experience 
and also often led the Colony Panchayats to every body s 
satisfaction. 

Cyril Hasdak loved his Church. He thus presented 
the baptismal font, which is now standing in Graham 
pur Church. As a keen Lay--Chrh;tian and voluntary 
worker he was an active member of the Church Coun
cils and the Synod. Thus the constitution of the Ebene
ser Evangelical Lutheran Church was translated by him 
from English to Santali. 

Before Rev. 1. Hoyland went on furlough, he visited 
most of the villages and worked hard for selfsupport. 
The villagers promised to give chanda both to the congre
gational work and the village school work. The people 
of Molkepur enthusiastically started to build their own 
lnce school house, whtch Wf\,S dedic!1oted later. 



80 THE SAN'l'AL MISSION OF 'I'HE NORTHERN OHURCHES 

During 1952 new schools were started at Kaerabani, 
Silghagri, Dingdinga and Manjadabri. These schools have 
mostly been managed by the villagers themselves. 

On the 15th of December a meeting of the leaders 
of the Colony was held at Grahampur. They agreed to 
ask their people to send all children between 6 and It 
years of age to 8chool, and to raise necessary funds for 
the village schools. 

On the 31st of December three honourable Ministers 
of the Assam Government visited Grahampur. They 
addressed a meeting of Santal leaders and discussed their 
problems in an atmosphere of understanding and good will. 

With hearty greetings to both old and new friends! 

SOLVEIG & SIGFRED JOHANSEN. 

PARKIJULI MISSION 

The past year has bt'en a year of trouble and 
testing. Recently, however, there has been a noticeable 
change for the better, and we hope the coming year 
will bring more mutual understanding ana good will 
among our Christian brethren in this area. 

We entered 1952 with high hopes for the church 
and school as well as the work at large. The preceeding 
year of 1951 had been a good year, one that had augured 
well for the future. Church collections had been satis
factory. New school buildings had been erected by the 

. Christians, with an enrollment of more than 100 students 
and school fees had been collected amounting to more 
than Rs. 300/-. Toe next project on the programme was 
a new church building. Plans had been made and an 
applioation for funds to help.to. build the church had been 
forw9trded by the Circle Conference to the Synod. Funds. 



EIGHTY-SIXTH ANNUAL REPORT 81 

were short and aid could not be granted at this time. 
Sorry to say, the congregation at Parkijuli did not 
receive this news as graciously as they should have 
dnne. ,\\Tith hurt feelings they decided to prClceed with 
the building project any way, but the enthusiasm was 
gone. Before they had started, another se.t back occured 
which badly affected both the church and the school.. 
As a result the building project had to be postponed. 

To make a long story short, a certain father refused. 
to give his daughter in marriage; but one of our school 
teachers in order to help the couple concernen, wed them 
illegally according to non--Chrigtian custom. As a result 
of this the Church Council dismissed the teacher. The. 
headmaster and some of our church members, who had. 
attended the wedding, were excommunicated. The remain
ing teachers went on strike and the school was closed. 

After a while some of the offenders asked for pardon, 
but it was October before everyone concerned finally 
reached the d'3cision to settle this and other outstanding 
issues which had poisoned our churoo life. 

May be we have taken a dimmer view of the trouble 
than we should have, for we were surprised at the· end· 
of the year to find that church collections, which we 
had expected to be exceptionally low, were just slightly 
under the preceding year. 

As we enter upon another year we do 80 with grati
tude and hope. One of the reasons for our gratitudei-s 
the gracious offer of a gift from America through the 
Rev. Dixen of 1000 dollars designated for a church buUd
ing at Parkijuli! Indeed we need a new church as the 
old one is beyond repair, but we ~ad neither sent a 
re'q~est, nor asked for funds, except at the Conference 
on the MisRion Field. Thus, it is the more remarka.ble' 
and it augurs well for the future. It gives us new hope 
and new courage, and we most sincerely express our 
hea~tfelt thanks to the donors, 

11 
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There has ,been a large amount of illness this year. 
Here at the dispensary we have had about 700 consul
ta.tions. In addition" our compounder has treated 853 
patients. This work is in many ways a fruitful work 
as it gives opportunity to contact so many- different 
people among' whom are Boros, Santals, Assamese, Mun
das, Oraos, Biharis, N epa lis, Korvos and Bhutias. Most 
of those -whom we contact are non-Christians. We hope 
that they m.ay learn something about the love of Christ 
through treatment, tracts, and Scripture portions. 

Pa'rkijuliwas flooded twice this year, during which 
some of our bridges were washed away and our water 
canal was partly destroyed. After the flood the rice 
crop was badly affected by the drought which followed. 

Elephants, deer and wild boar have had their taste 
of the new paddy crop. In Kumarikata circle to which 
Parkijulibelongs, eight people were killed. by wild ele
p'ha.nts and 156 huts were destroyed. 

KAMRUP AND DAL{RANG CIRCLES. 

In Kamrup District we have a new congregation of 22 
Garomembers 'at Nagrijuli. Eight children were recently 
baptized there. 

In Darrang District a Garo congregation is about 
to 'be formed. There is a fairly large number of Chris
tian Garos who have moved into Kamrup and Darrang 
D~stl"ict,:~ome of them coming from Cooch Behar where 
they "were, members of the Swedish Mission church. 

,: Bis\vari~th Pastor, who was ordained some time ago, 
'Yli~i; I be in 'charge of the congregations in Darrang Dis
t'rict after the beginning of "1953. 'fhis will enable Magu
ram Pa~tor :to give more time to work in 'Kamrup and 
Bp.ut~n:. ' ' 
~. ~ ; . !: , . ; ~ , . , , 

DEWANGIRI. 
,'.'; .' " 

'l, Mr.,p'.(i.nn has been wo,rking faithfully at De~angiri: 
this year a.lso. The school b1l's b~~n Qf\.rri~c;l on a8"~;tlal, 
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although there :has been much ,sickness. Mr. Dann him-
,self W3.S seriously ill in February and; we were afraid 
we should loose him. After "he finally . managed ,to get 
here we took him to the hospital at Gauhati where ,he 
slowly recovered. 

Kota, who has been helping us with a dictionary 
in Bhutanese, has been ill most of the year. The village 
headman at Dewangiri died just before Christmas. The 
people are in dire need of medical aid, but as yet, I 
have not obtained a permit to proceed accrORS the border. 
It is not advisable for our compounders to go witaout 
an escort because of the dangers inv·olved. Even Mr. 
Dann sometimes gets into trouble because of drun·ken 
and unruly people on the road. We send medicines along 
with Mr. Dann, but people with kala-aza.r need injec
tions which he is unable to give. They could come down 
here, that is, if they called for help in time, but un-
fortunately they seldom do tha.t. 

The Maharaja of Bhutan died last Spring and his 
son was installed in his place. J have sent an appli
cation to him for a visa, but so far no reply has been 
received. 

Thashi J ongpen, one of our . acquaintances and a 
former governor of the eastern part of the country, 
also passed away during the year. 

Chungkar Jongpen, who is known to our Home 
Secretaries, came down to the plains and was in charge 
of the Darranga Hat Mela as usual. He was sorely 
griev'ed by the death of his dear wife last Spring. At 
that time he requested for our village headman, Surju, a 
~bro~her of Maguram Pastor and a former elder of -the 
church here at Parkijuli. He went on a three days 
journey into Bhutan to visit his friend Jongpen aI?-d 
.to comfort him in his berea vament. 
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Fewer Tibetans 'visited' the Mela than usu'al, probably 
due to ,the changed conditions in Tibet. Many of the 
Bhutanese came down and they did a brisk business 

obefore they returned to the mountains. 

We are having more and more contacts with the 
Bhutanese and with the people down here on the plains, 

,but we are eagerly looking forward to the dawn of the 
day when we may be permitted to see more people 
desirous of accepting the Good News ,of the Gospel. 

At the beginning of December we had twoN orwe
gian Deacons, Messrs. Mjaset and Ofstad, visit us on 

'their way home to Norway from the war in Korea. W'e 
'enjoyed their stay with us as we appreciate the -visits 
from our homelands so much. 

In closing, we want to express' our gratitude to all 
those who have ,supported this work by prayers _ and 
gifts. Thanks also to the Norwegian Tibetan Mission 
for their support. 

ANNE HELENE and DAVID WESTBORG. 

SANTIPAHA CIRCLE. 

In this circle there are eleven small Santa I congre
gations. The boundary is the Manas River to the East, 
the, Champamati RiV'er to the West, Bhutan to the ,North 
and the railroad line to the South. South from the rail
r.oad line there are no Santal congregations as ther.e are 
hardly any Santals living- th,ere. 

Nimbai ;Pastor is not only pastor for thes'e congre
gations, but is also president of the Circle' Conference. 'In 
'agreement with the Circle Conference each congregation 
lha.s elect'sd its congregational leader who from the"'Circle 
treasury receives seventy-two rupees a year. There' are 
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two evangelists in the work here. This year thirty-
-Lsix heathens were .baptized and thirty .... six .children of 
Christian parents. At the close of the year there are 
'six:taen heathenet receiving instructi{)n for bapti·sm in 
'Ranikhata, seven in Rani Sundari, besides three families 
in U da.lguri. 

Nimbai Pastor usually writes a report each year 
"r~garding the people and the situation i~ the various 
congregations. Following are some short excerpts from 
.his l'eport: 

"In 1952' there was hardly any fruit for the Lord 
in the Jhaulabari congregation. We may wonder whether 
the brethren have begun to think as though they were 
heathens. Perhaps the congregational leader has not 
taught them enough of the way of spiritual growth. He 
is very willing to work, but perhaps he goes forth in 
his own strength instead of the 8trength of the Holy 
Spirit. If he would only now let God go before him and 
he hill1self come after, there would be much fruit for 
God's Kingdom over there where there are so many 
heathens. " 

"In the Moknaguri congregation they give more to 
the work of God's Kingdom than most other congregations. 
Some heathens were baptized there this year. The 
Christian conduct is good, but unfortunately there are 
two factions in th; congregation without open strife." 

"The congregational leader in Udalguri left without 
notifying the Circle Conference. But the Evangelist Anpa. 
who is a cheerful and warm-hearted worker, is helping 
them until they secure a new leader." 

II I rejoice that one day I was able to baptize five 
heathens in N agdolbari. The Christians come diligently 
to church, but their lives do not correspond to their con
fession and there is reason 'to compare with James and 
J a.mbres. (II Tim. 2. t 



At the close of the year there are four village schools 
'.'Amlaiguri, Moknaguri, Rani Sundari, Na.gdolbari ) which 
receive help from the Circle treasury to pay the salary 
of the teachers. The teacher in Jhaulabari has received 
salary from the Local Board this year. In Larugaon 
the Christians together with the non-Christians .have 
conducted a school for several years without the help of 
the Circle treasury, or the Local Board. In Santipara 
there is also a Lower Primary school for the leprous 

, children. 
GUNNAR FOSSLAND. 



EDUCATIONAL WORK IN 
ASSAM. 

GAURANG GIRLS' SCIlOOL. 

Within the past year there have been changes in 
Gaurang School and compound. Our missionary personnel 
was increased when 'Miss Elly Jensen Binderup, both 

.nurse and midwife, came to Thaijoubari in February. 
We were happy to have her join the work, especially, 
as Nurse Andrea Halten was scheduled for furlough and 
Dr. Da.gmar Pedersen was to leave for retirement in 
America. Miss Binderup is now the only Boroni speaking 
missionary in the area who has medical training. In 
June, Miss Solveig Somming was called to work in ano
ther place in our mission, and we were sorry to see her 
leave before she was scheduled to go. 

There were shortages among members of our teaching 
staff, servants in the bungalow, and compound workers. 
The staff was enhanced for some time by a master who 
became the first Christian Boro in our mission to receive 
the Bachelor of Arts degt·ee. He soon left in order to 
take advantage of a government schola.rship, but that 
he will ever return to work among his own Christia.n 
people where he is so much needed, is doubtful. 

Being unable to get money after t,he beginning of 
the summer vacation, in the late autumn, the kindness 
of Miss Ella Malterud allowed us money with which to pay 
a patient staff. The school girls were in good health 
despite parental difficulty in paying. 

We wish to thank the' Deputy ] nspector for his 
enc.::>uraging visit; and we also express appreciation to the 
G~v'ernment of Ass~m for the grants l·eceived, The 
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Middle English examination results are still nDt encour
aging, but "se'l.enteell were sent up~or, Primary Examina-
tion and they;' all passed. .", 

A significant eve~t was: a:: v!s~t by a Caleu t.ta lady, 
who, spoke to the girls in public and personally and prea
ched so as t9,impx.ess them. She taught ,hy~ns in Hindi 
and her own Bengali mother ton~ue. Following her visit 
there were regular Wednesday evening meetings In. the 
chure'h and more earnestness shDwn in the Sunday school. 

SDme parents withdrew girls after the difficult time 
when ·they c"Ould n0t pay; but w·e had a group of children • 
whom everYDne ·enjoyed. We' have' made a little family 
in a hDuse, with sDme Dlder, <and some younger children, 
who, have been taken away from their parents in Santi
para, because they are well. The bIder ones attend: school, 
and the babies enjoy the sunshine of their first Christ ... 
all environment. 

Among the BDrD people, helpers for the hard jobs 
are not easy to, find, for they ha.ve not learned the bless
ings of service to, thDse' outside their own family and 
village. Pet·haps fDr this reason we hav.e IDst SDme wDrkers, 
but those that remain have found pea.oe and,.happiness. 
FDr the first. time, a young Boro girl has been appointed 
matron Dr.,the hostels. She is a widDw who prefers to 
live amDng the. school girls and teachers. GDdhas 
blessed us all ·during the past mDnthsand He will' canti~ 
nue, far the fruits are seen in any Christian hDme w.here 
a Dorcas frDm ThaijDubari weaves, sews, sings and reads 
His Wotd~: " ............. many believ.ed in the Lord~" 

Miss Nesset and .the, HalYDrSl"uds dese.rve~ thankE!lo,f 
help in the past. year; without that help this r.eppr~ 

would have been impDssible and incomple.te •.. Above all, 
thanks ta those in the homelands who, Dn their knees 
ask for blessings on the -Christian Church in India. 

,.j :. MURlil;~ S.~· NIE.LSEN~ 
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GRAHAMPUR HIGH SCHOOL. 

A quiet but remarkable change is taking place in 
the New India. Thus in the State of Assam the develop
'ment of the backward areas and the backward com
munities is given top priority. Some even talk of an 
educational a wakening in many parts of the state. 

Every-where new schools are being started, and ordi
nary villagers are getting more and more inte.rested in 
securing higher education for thei!" children. 

The boys of the High schools are also supposed to 
make their contribution to the building of the New India. 
According to Government order both teachers and stu
dents of all the High Schools in Assam are required to 
devote their time, strength and enthusiasm to socialserviee 
every Saturday. Here in Grahampur they have been 
cleaning the school houses, cleaning the jungle, fencing 
and planting a fruit garden, etc. From time to time they 
have also visited the neighbouring villages shouting their 
slogans-Learn to read and write 1 Send your children 
to school! Send the ~ir.k to the hospital! Take care of 
your old people ! Clean the villages! Drink pure water 
only! Don't drink wine! etc. With enthusiasm both tea
chers and boys start to clean the worst parts of the 
villages, and while they explain the principles of modern 
hygiene, they pay special attention to the village well 
and its surroundings. In different ways they demon
strate both in words and deeds the dignity of labour and 
call people to selfless service. Thus the boys play their 
part also in the awakening of the masses of India. 

We have noticed signs of new life which seem to 
be entering the ordinary school work of the boys too. 
The latest examination results encourage us to continue 
our efforts. 20 boys appeared in the Middle School 
Lea.ving Certificate and Scholarship Examination, and 10 
pass'e'd-"-4 infil'st division, 2 ·'Santais 'appear-ed in ~the 

12 
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Matriculation Examination, and 1 passed. The other was 
permitted to re-appear in two subjects only in the Supple
mentary Examination. 

The news of this first result stimulated the Santa Is' 
interest in the High School. It was proved that their 
boys might passJfrom Grahampur also. And they started 
to inquire about admittance of their boys from the next 
session. 

The people of the Colony also helped financially by 
raising funds for the High School during the Mela which 
was held in Grahampur for two days in November. An 
interesting exhibition of all kinds of home--made articles, 
vegetables, chickens etc. was followed by auction of gi}ts. 
,The evening entertainments were attended by hundreds 
of people of all communities. The Deputy Commissioner, 
Goalpara, kindly recommended exemption from entertain
ment, tax with the remark: "In order to improve the 
financial condition such attempt to raise funds deserve 
encouragement, no doubt, from our level." The net in
oome of the Mela was about Rs. 1,0001-

Government re-curring grant was as usually received 
iU' the name of the Middle School, but after the recent 

~ visit of the Asst. Inspector of Schools for Plains' Tribal 
Eduoation he recommended that the Middle School be 
amalgamated with the High School and the Government 
re-:-curring grant transferred to the High School. 

The staff still needs improvement. Even if we have 
succeeded in getting three new Christian teachers, of 
whom two have passed B. A. and one I. Sc., we look 
forw~rd ,to the day when more of our own boys come 
back from oollege to build their own school in earnest. 

'The transition from Bengali to Assamese has now 
, been oompleted, and from 1953 Assamese will be the major 
ve~n~cularof all the higher classes. But it inay still 
tal\:e some' thue before both t~achers and boys will use 
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Assamese more commonly and more intelligently in their 
daily life. We do hope that this fact will not influence 
Examination results too much. 

The house problem is also still there and we are 
longing for the day when the funds for the constructiun 
of the remaining part of the new High School building 
will be forthcoming. 

The number of boys is about the same as the previous 
year, about 230 for the whole School, the Primary sec;. 
tion included. About 85% of the boys are Christians. 

Moral and religious instruction has been gi ven in all 
the classes to Christians and interested non-Christians. 
In this connection it may be mentioned that according 
to the new curricuium of the Educational Department 
the moral instruction in the classes VII, VIII, IX, & 
X should include the following topics: "Duties & respon· 
sibilities of citizens, appreciation of beauty in art and 
nature, reason and conscience, study of the passions, 
purpose, aim and goal of life, sin and degrees or grade" 
of sin. Body and mind and their relations, higher powers 
of the mind, the lower powers of the body. Our duties 
towards God." 

The studies of Christian Theology in the higher 
classes are followed by almost all the boys with great 
attention. Our hope and prayer is that some of them 
may see His glory. 

An elementary Training Class was opened in May 
1952. Besides ordinary training-school subjects about 
one third of the time has been devoted to Bible studies. 
Thus we are trying to train teacher-preachers for the 
Church. 

With hearty thanks to old and new friends for in
tercessions and gifts during the past year. 

Yours in His service, 
SOLVEIG & SIGFRED JOHANSEN. 
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HARAPUTA GIRLS' SCHOOLe 

When I returned to Haraputa in January, 1952, and 
took over the work from Miss Gulbrandsen, I found 
conditions much the ~ame as before I left.. The same 
working people were here, and the teachers were mostly 
the same. It is good to have faithful workers. It makes 
tradition and it gives confidence. In the past year we 
often said to each other, "How wonderful it has been to 
have such little trouble with our co-workers." It is good 
to have worker.s that we can trust. Especially do I want 
to mention the house-mothers for their way of doing 
their jobs. They are as real mothers to the children, 
and, they do their work more faithfully than I recall from 
previous yea.rs. 

As already mentioned, the work continued almost as 
before. The number ,of pupils has increased slightly. We 
had an average of one hundred and fifty-nine pupils on 
the roll, twenty-six of thenl in the middle school. It 
appears as if the nearest villages have begun to wake. 
up in regard to education. The headman in Podotola 
told me that all the children from that village are en
rolled in the school. That is not the case with the rest 
of the. villages though, but we have at least seventy-five 
children as day scholars in the school here. There is one 
thing that is discouraging, and that is that they take 
the children out of school so early. Most of the child
ren are in the two lowest infant classes, but at least 
they learn to read Santali and receive a little Bible 
knowledge. At one tim~ the entire Haraputa village 
was gathered together and we counted the literates, both 
the men and women, and found that 50% of the men 
and 25% of the women were able to read. That would 
give a literacy percentage of more than 35%. That is 
not bad for a country like India. Haraputa School has 
done a good job during the years. We notice it in 
church. There are many usjng song books, and often it 
is a joy to hear them sing like a choir in two and 
three parts. So, even though the examination results often 



EIGHTY-SIXTH ANNUAL REPORT 93 

are exasperating, we think of the ma.ny who never pro
gressed as far as to take a government examination, but 
still possess the blessing of school knowledge throughout 
their life. We are sorry to report that pr0gress in the 
final examinatio,ll is small, but the results from the 
Lower Primaty examination is as a rule very good. Once 
in a while some of them also receive a Government stipen.d. 
That is of great help, and is encouraging to us. They 
a.re clever with their hands. Most of them receive their 
Diploma, often with Honours. The practical school work 
is our best. Often we have met our former students 
and rejoice too see their neat homes and clean and well
dressed children. They are not necessarily richer than 
their neighbors, but still we may find a higher living 
standard and a higher "thinking standard" They entered 
the school absolutely "jungly ", as they say here, and 
left it as new persons both inside and outside, I believe. 
Therefore, I feel that our school has a great mission 
even though most of the pupils never progress as far as 
the Middle English examination. The Santals in Assam 
are still very backward intellectually, but we hope that 
faithful work in our many schools will brighten the dark
ness little by little. 

Two of our teachers were married. Mariam Hem
brom, who has had her home here since she was a. 

small girl, had her wedding in the boarding, She has 
obtained a. job as teacher in Grahampur, where her 
husband also works. Chita Kisku, one of our best teachers 
during many years, wa.s married also, and she has also 
continued in the school work together with her husband 
in Kaerabani village in our congregation. Thus both of 
them have continued in their good work among their 
people. We got back Debila Singha, who has worked 
for us previously, and a new teacher from an .A merican 
school in Pakistan joined us at the beginning of the 
year. We did not succeed in obtaining a new head
mistress to replace Rahel Kisku, who left us in Decem
b~.r 1951. She also was married to one of the Grahampur 
teachers, and has a position there. We hope to secure 
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a new headmaster from Upper Assam this year. Tha.t 
will strengthen the school. and get our teachers staff 
upto the prescribed government standard. 

Five pupils appeared for Middle English examination 
in December, 1952. None of them passed in all subjects, .. 
but all the seven girls sent to Lower Primary exami-
nation passed. Four girls received their Middle English 
Sewing Diplomas, and all the Lower Primary girls re
ceived their Lower Primary Sewing Diplomas, six of 
them with Honours. 

The price of paddy rose sharply in 1952, but we 
were allowed to buy what we needed. It caused a small 
deficit in the a~counts of the boarding, but we hope to 
balance it off this year. The number of children has 
decreased in the boarding. There have been a few cases 
of serious illness among the children, but all have 
recovered. On the whole the children's health has been 
good, which we also can see from the fact that they 
have gained on the average of five to ten pounds each. 

Among new things happening this year was Social 
Service, followed by several visits to the villages. We 
also had U. N. Day, and remembered the birthday of 
of Maha tma Gandhi. We also took part in the big mela 
in Grahampur in November. 

We acknowledge with thanks that as before we have 
received eighty rupees a month: from the Government. 

The church convention this year was held In Haraputa 
a.nd the children took part in it. That was a welcomed 
break in daily routine both for the children and adults. 
We had blessed gatherings, and I feel sure that it was 
a great inspiration for all who tooK part. Our teachei's 
took part as speakers at the women's meetings where 
hundreds of women attended. 

Otherwise there has been little activity outside of 
the school work. Both the children's own meetings and 
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the Girl Guide work has stopped, but our teachers' 
association has its meetings as before. The Sunday 
School has continued with Hanna Marndi as teacher. 
One girl was baptized, and we also this year had our 
confirmation class. In January a youth leader from the 
Youth· for Christ visited us, namely, Miss Bonner. She 
qonducted meetings' for the children for an entire week, 
and they seemed n~t to tire from hearing the G05;11el. 
It is encouraging to see how they like to gather and 
hear the Word of God. And how they love to sing! A 
few of the non-Christian pupils would like to be baptized. 
How we wish that that the parents also would come! 
There seems to be hope, as they have a~ked us to visit 
them. 

Often in the past year we have felt that the Lord 
has taken care of us. He has been neal' with His Grace 
and Strength, and has given us confidence and peace. 
It is a great thing to be co-workers of the Lord I We 
send our thanks to all who remembered us in prayer 
and with .their gifts. May we all once more dedicate 
ourselves to Him and His service while we have the 
day. and the opportunity. 

BORGNY AUSTAD. 



MEDICAL WO.RK IN 
ASSAM. 

SANTIPARA LEPROSY COLONY" 

As a heading for this rep~rt I .should like to write·: 

"From sorrow to gladness 
From darkness to light 
From death to life." 

Perhaps this may be said to be a true heading. We 
have at least ?,3en a manifestation of both sorrow and 
gladness, darkness and light, death and life, defeat and 
·dctory, retrogr'ossion but also progression. 

In . the course of the year we have lost two good 
co-workers. 1'he first was Gotbroi Boro, a patient. He 
was a good-na,! ured man, fresh from the jungle. There 
has hardly been anyone living here at Santipara who 
has had such a great love for the work and "the plac~ 

as he lnd. He died and moved to Heaven I was with 
him in his dying hour and I asker} him if he were 
afraid to die and he answered, "No." "Do you believe 
t hat your sins are forgiYen?" I asked. "Yes," he ans-
wered and a little while after he left us ......... to live! 

The other co-worker whom we lost was Sister So)veig 
.J ohansen. She was married and moved to Morna 1. 

It cannot be otherwise that we miss Sister Solveig 
and Gotbroi. nevertheless we rejoice in the efficient and 
good work done by Dr. Goldsmith, the three compoun
ders, and not the least the village headman, Dhiba Tudu, 
who is a patient. 

There have been two hundred and twenty--five lepers 
treated here at the colony. In Santi para, Gaorang and 
Gurubhasa leper clinics there have been thirty-two, ninety
one, and one hundred a.nd five patients respectively. 
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The Asse-m Gavernment transferred from Gauhati 
bazaar to Santipara twenty-eight lepers and seven heal
thy children. Most of them had earned their daily bread 
by begging. A number of them were big trouble makers 
and it wa.s very difficult to work with them. There were 
several thefts shortly after they arrived here, and even
tually the most difficult ones of them fled. The healthy 
children were transferred to the Gaorang Girls' School 
where they appear to be doing excellently. The.se patients 
who before had been begging and exposing their worst 
sores and crippled limbs to earn their daily bread, have 
here been given shelter, food, medicine and treatment. 
But that is not all. They have learned something very 
important, namely, that it is possible for the greater num
ber of lepers to work, even if they have not come as 
far as to look upon work as a blessing. 

There ha.s been established a small hospital for non
leprous patients with a capacity for eight patients, but 
some days we have had up to twenty patients. 

The number of out-door patients treated (non-leprous) 
is three thousand and seven. 

We received a greater yield from our farming in 
1952 than in any previous year. In addition to a large 
amount of dal, oil seed (tUmin) tungseeds, vegetables, 
potatoes, jute, we received nearly eleven hundred maunds 
of paddy. 

All patients who desire are allowe'd to cultivate in 
their spare time a private garden or cultivatable spot 
here on the colony's land. Ukon, a khasi, received the 
greatest yield this year a nd earned one hundred and 
twenty t'upees. 

Towards the end of the rice harvest of the high 
land (August paddy) in the month of August the new 
Danish threshing machine arrived. People from the neigh
bouring villages look upon the threshing machine as a 
great wonder, and during the last rice harvesting season 

13 
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(December) we received constant requests if we could 
not move the threshing machine over to the villages 
and thresh for people there also. 

Our ~ranary (a house to store paddy, rice, dal, etc.) 
is really beyond repair and we plan to tear it down 
and build a larger one, thereby keeping the ra ts and 
mice out and making it fireproof. We applied to obtain 
corrugated iron for this purpose, but the local authorities 
gave us a definite refusal. 

With the exception of cement, all the materials for the 
new hospital are procured. When the hospital is finished 
then it must be the time for Santipara to get electric 
lights. 

There are many of the patients we meet here tha.t 
"love darkness rather than Light." (J ohn 3: 19) But 
here they all hear the message of the True Light and 
some have come to see it and accept it. In all twelve 
adults have been baptized this year. 

We thank all who this year have helped us to keep 
the work going. Thanks are especially due the Assam 
Government, The Mission to Lepers, Santal Mission 
friends in America, Denmark and Norway and the field 
Secretary. 

GUNNAR FOSSLAND. 

BEV APUR HOSPITAL. 

The year of 1952 has again seen ma.ny changes here 
in Sevapur. In February Miss A. Fiske moved to Hara
puta in accordance with the Conference decision to re
place Miss Krohn who was leaving on furlough. At 
the same time Dr. and Mrs. B. B. Boegh left for ~enmark 
because of poor health. So again we were without the 
help of a doctor. Therefore, we had to ~ismiss some 
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of the workers, but three compounders and two nurses 
have been willing and steadfa.st, continuing the work in 
the hospital and dispensary. Since the doctor's bunga
low has been vacant, Rev. Hodne and family have lived 
in that bungalow temporarily while studying the lan
guage since September. 

In the year of 1952 we have treated five thousand 
two hundred and four patients in the out-door dispen
sary, in addition to one hundred and forty five out in 
the villages, and we have admitted more than two hund
red to the hospital. Two times in the course of the 
year, Dr. Forman has visited us and both times many 
patients have benefitted from his help. Temporarily has 
Dr. Bose, medical officer at Mornai Tea Estate, treated 
the patients in the hospital, but we look forward to the 
arrival of Dr. J. G. Andersen and his family, who are 
coming out from Denmark, so that our patients can 
receive surgical help when it is needed. 

Last cold season we began with regular weekly 
visits to the villages on Thursdays, as long as the roads 
were passable, and because the interest for these visits 
among the peopl'e was great, we continued again after 
the rainy season. Working together with the colony's 
pastors and elders we try to reach most of the villages 
here in Rantsaupur, Grahampur and Bilandpur. On mar
ket day each Saturday, we inform the people which 
village will be visited the following Thursday. It always 
takes the village people a long time to gather, but there 
has always been an unique support and interest for the 
meetings. We always begin with a devotion conducted 
either by the elder or pastor. After that Sagram Kisku, 
one of the compounders, lectures on disease telling how 
it starts, develops and how it can eventually be prevented. 
Up to this time we have continued with Hookworm and 
Malaria whjch is most widespread and which makes 
people so weak and unable to work. With the lecture 
he shows entertaining pictures which the Christian Medi
cal Association has produced. After the lecture we 
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examine those desiring examination and give out medicine. 
rrhe compounders treat the men and the undersigned 
treats the women. Through this work we have reached 
many and succeeded in getting many to come to the 
hospital to receive help and dec6nt medicine, who other
wise would have been content with village medicine, and 
tha.t often does more harm than good, as we all know. 

On the sixth of November the Deputy Commissioner, 
Mr. L. Sharma, of Goalpara District visited the hospital 
and he was greatly satisfied with it. He said among 
other things that, "The hospital is ideal in its service 
to the poor." 

During the month of March, Elder Budhan Hembrom 
moved b~ck to Grahampur and our' office worker, Bijai 
Marndi, took over his work. He has had great zeal in 
the work and it appears that he has a warmhearted 
concern for the spiritual welfare of the patients. So in 
addition to the morning devotions for the compound 
people, we now have evening devotions and prayers with 
the patients. May God bless the work among the sick' 
and suffering and through this may they find the way 
to the Great Physician, Jesus Christ. 

In closing we again send our hearty thanks to all the 
friends who remember us in prayer and through their work. 

ELLA MALTERUD. 

HARAPUTA DISPENSARY. 

Looking back upon the past year, my heart is lifted 
to God in thanks. He has been our help and our strength 
in the work, both in the dark and heavy days, as well 
as in the light and ea'sy day~. 
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It is good to know that the Lord works with us. 
He has blessed us in the confirmation classes. in the 
work among the village women and the" Bible women, 
and not to forget the medical work. 

From the dispensary we have treated 12,166 patients, 
which does not include leprosy patients and the people 
in the compound. More than half of the total number 
of the cases have been malaria cases. 

We have treated twenty-nine in-door patients, three 
of them badly hurt by leopards. Often we are called 
out to the villages to see the sick- Last year we made 
forty-eight villagevhiits. It is not always so easy to 
treat them in their homes, but sometimes we must do it. 

It is interesting to come out and see the different homes. 
Some of the families are very poor and they have no
thing but rice to give their weak and allremic sick. Many 
times I have seen them give the little baby only tea 
without sugar in the feeding bottle. It is a pity, but what 
to do? Sometimes it is so difficult to treat them when 
we know that they do not have the right food to eat. 

Our two faithful compounders are J otin C. Das and 
Sitol Soren. They have worked here many years a~d 

are registered and recognized as compounders in India. 

Many people are waiting patiently for a doctor who 
ca.n give them surgical treatment, and we are happy to 
know tha.t the coming year will bring us one. 

The health among the boarding school children has 
been good without any epidemic. Only two girls have 
been seriously ill, but after treatment and rest they have 
recovered. 

It was so sad when I returned borne from my Bumnier 
vacation to hear that a little school girl in the village 
had been bitten by a cobra without knowing it and died 
only a few hours afterwards. 
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The work among the women in the villages has been 
carried on as usual. In eighteen different places in our 
district the women gather every Friday and it is always 
a joy to visit them. The Bible women have tried to 
to do their best in gathering the village women, but 
some places it has been very difficult. They must go 
from house to house and ask them to come to the meeting. 
In other places the .work is easier, for instance, in 
Matiajuri where there were forty gathered at one meeting. 
The collection at th ese meetings has amounted to Rupees 
five hundred and eleven, five anas, and six pies. 
(Rs. 511-5-6). 

The regular monthly meetings of the Bible women 
here have been fairly well attended. 

The great event of the year was the Sabha in March. 
For three days we had meetings. Every morning there 
were special Bible meetings for the women. The San tal 
women were gathered in a boarding house, and the 
Bengali women in the school house. Such meetings are 
of great value to the village women. 

The four confirmation classes have been carried on 
as previously. In May seventy--five girls and boys were 
confirmed in Haraputa Church. 

From a village by the name of Simoltapur, not so 
far from Haraputa, we often receive the visits of some 
Mohammedans. V\Te have learned to know them through 
the dispensary work, and they want us to tell them 
about our God. We have been out to them two times, 
but we feel it very difficult since we do not speak their 
language. Now they have been here several times and 
they listen eagerly as our teacher' tells the Bible story. 
Let us remember them in prayer. 

• In conclusion, I. want to express my thanks to all 
friends who have remembered us in their prayers and 
work. 

A. FISKE. 
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EBENESER 
EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN 

CHURCH, 1952. 
GENERAL SUPERINTENDENT : JOHANNES GAUSDAli 

CHURCH OFFICE, P. O. BENAGARIA, SANTAL PARGANAS., 

SYNOD: 

President: General Superintendent. 

Vice President: Rev. O. S. Bjerkestrand, Dumka. 

Secretary: Rev. Kf.J.lu Risku, Benagaria: 

Members: 

F'l'om Santal Pa'J'ganas Church Council: 
-

President Naran Soren, Rev. K~lu Risku, Mr. Bhadu 
Hi.daK. 

From North Bengal Church Oouncil: 

Act. President Jonas Hasdalr, Pargana Chunku Tu~ti, 

and invited Mr. Bajnath BRskey. 

F1'Om Assam Santat Church Council: 

President G. FOi3sland, Rev. Jatu Murmu, (Mr. Cyril 

HisdaK absent 011 account of illness.) 

From Boro Church Council ~ 

President. H. Halvol'srud, Rev. Malsing Moshahari, and in 

place of Dinesh Narjary, Mr. Thaneswar Bosumatary. '. 

From Bengal Church Council: 

President H. P. H. Kampp, Rev. R. R. Ghose, and in 
place of Miss Pihlquist, David Jha. 

TRUSTEES: Rev. O. S. Bjerkestrand, Rev. O. Eie, Rev. 

A. E. Stronstad. 

MISSIONARY CONFERENCE REPRESENTATIVE: Rev. K. Tromborg. 



104 THE SANTAL MISSION OF THE NORTHERN OHURCHES 

SANTAL PARGANAS CHURCH COUNCIL: 

President: Rev. N aran Soren, Dumka. 
Secretary: Rev. K. Tromborg. Benagaria. 
Members: Sultanabad Circle: Pro Bhiku Tudu, PI'. Bhogon 
Murmu, Mr. Daniel Soren, Jubdi Circle: Pl'. Karan Soren, 
Pl'. Tika MurIllu, Pl'. Hangstad, Mr. Mongol Hembrom. 
Benagaria Circle: Pl'. Naran Soren, PI'. Peter Murmu, 
Pro Tromborg, Mr. Sag ram Hasdali:. Mohulpahari Circle: 
Pl'. Bhikulal Hasdali:, Dr. Forman, PI'. Khudia Marandi, 
Mr. Gangaram Hembrom. Dumka Circle: Mr. Bhadu 
Hasdali:, Pl'. Bjerkestrand, Pl'. Johon Hasdali:, Mr. Raska 
Murmu. Kaeraballi Circle: Mr. Budhrai Soren, Mr. Daniel 
M~rn4i, Mr. .Ram Murmn, Pro Riber. 

Pastors under this Ohurch Council: 

Tika Murmu, 1924, Chirapathor, 
Khudia Marndi, 1931, 

P. O. Katikund. 

Kaln Kiskn 1931, Santal Div. Sch. 
Johon Hasdali: 1933, Koroya, 
Mongol Hembrom, 1938, Tatbandha, 
Karan Soren, 1934, Chondorpura, 
Naran Soren, 1934, Mission House, 
Bhikulal Hasdali:, 1937, Tilabani, 
Mansing Tudu, 1937, Tarni, 
Simon Baske, 1938, Dum, 
Bhogon Murmu, 1938, Haripur, 
Bajun Murmu, 1939, Dhorompur, 
Sibram Marndi, 1939, Basetkundi, 
Sodat;londo Baske, 1989, Sulunga 
Joseph HaI!Idal:, 1940, Domkata, 
Suphol Hembrom, 1941, 
Munshi Hembrom, 19~ 1, Lukhip)khor 
Ruben Soren, 1941, 

" Mohulpahari. 

" 
" 

Benagaria. 
Dumka. 

" Benagada. 
" Kathikund. 

" 
Dumka. 

" 
Asanbani. 

" 
Pakuria. 

" 
Dumlm. 

" Pakuria. 
,.Kumrabad. 

" Maheshpur 

" 
" 

Benagaria. 
Kaerabani. 

" Kaerabani. 
" Pakuria. 
" Narainpul'. 

0, KatikQnd. Ounu M:~rmu, 1943, Majdiha, 
Peter Murmu, 1943, Itore 
:N:o.u(I'Ql B~f3rftt, 194&, J~bua, 

P. O. ItoI' Murshid.abad. 

Chaitan ~oren, 1947, Mlharo, 
" O:~rsara. 
" Dumka. 
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Bhiku Tudu, 1948, Chandpur, P.-O. Paknria. 
Abraham Murmu, 1948, 

" 
Benagaria. 

Salhae Marndi, 1948, Saldoha, 
" 

Mohulpahari. 
Munshi Marndi, 1951, Dhobona, 

" 
Kaerabani. 

Nityanolldo Marndi, 1952, Honia, 
" 

Kundahtt. 

NORTH BENGAL CHURCH COUNCIL: 

Act. President: Rev. Jonas Hasda'K. 
Members: India Side: Malda-·Purnea Circle: Pro Simeon 
Murmu, Pro Jonas Hasdalr, Mr. Bhimjohn Murmu. W 
Dinajpur Circle: Mr. Samuel Tudu, Mr. Raote Soren, 
Pro John J ujhar Soren, Pakistan Side: E. Dinajpur Circle: 
Pro Munshi Murmu, Mr. Joseph Soren, Pro Mongol Risku. 
Rajshahi Circle: Pl'. Budhrai HansdaIr, Mr. Chunku Tndn. 
Mr. Ruben Tudn. 

Pastors under this Church Council: 

Budhrai Hasdali, 1937, Badhair, 
P. O. Talanda, Rajshahi, E. Pakistan. 

John Jujhar Soren, 1941. 
Jonas HasdaH, 194~, Rajadighi, P. O. Bairgachi, M1llda. 
Munshi Murmn, 1947, Phoridpur, 

P P. Habra, E. Dinajpnr, E. Pakistan. 
Jaeram HansdaIr, 1947 Kh0ribari, P. O. Manikora, MaIda. 

ASSAM SANTAL CHURCH COUNCIL: 

President: Rev. G. Fossland, Santipara. 
Vice President: Mr. Cyril Hasda:K, Grahampur. 
Secretary ~ Rev. James SOl'en, Grahampur. 
Members: Colony & Mornai Circle: Mr. Cyril Hasdalr, 
Pl'. James Soren, Pl'. Lokhon Hembrom, Mr. Sakla 
Hembrom, Pl'. Jatu Murmu, Nehemiah Pracharok, Pro 
Eie, Miss Fiske. Dingdinga Circle: Pl'. Johansen, Mr. 
Jacob Biswas. Joema Circle: Pl'. Chotto Mnrmn, Mr. Matla 
Kisku Mr. Mahaliel Marndi. Santipara Circle ~ Pl'. Nimbai 
Murmu, Mr. Kanhu Murmn, Pro G. Fossland. Kamrup 
& Darrang Circle; Pro Sirmath Msrndi, Mr. Simon Baske 
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PaStors under this Church Oouncil: 

Lokhon Hembrom, 1930, Bilanpur, P. O. Dingdinga, 

Kanhn Tudu, 1939, 

Nimbai Murmu, 1941, Sautipara, 

Ruben Murmu, 1942, Ransupur, 

Jatu Murmu, 1942, Mornai, 

James H. Soren, 1942, Grahampul', 

Ratu Marndi, 1944, Kolabari, 

Sirmath Mal'ndi, 1944, Hingaon, 

Chatur Soren, 1948, Dobragaon, 

Chotto Suna Murmu, 1948, Joema, 

Arjun Murmu, 1951, Joema, 

Jacob Biawas, 1952, Mornai, 

BORO CHURCH COUNCIL ~ 

" 
, , 

" 
" 
, ' 

" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
,. 

President: Rev. H. Halvorsrud, Gaurang. 

Haraputa, 

Bongaigaon, 

Dingdinga, 

Dingdinga, 

Dingdinga, 

Sirphanguri, 

Udalguri, 

Haltugaon, 

Gossaingaon. 

Gossaingaon" 

Dingdinga. 

Secretary: Dinesh Chandt'a NIH'jary; Gaurang. 
Memb~rs: Pro Halvorsrud, Mr. Dinesh Narjary, Pl'esi
dent. Tharini Iswary, Pl'. Upendra Mosahary, Pr. Ali
'choron Bosllmatari, Mr. Thaneswar Bosumatari, Miss 
Nesset, Mr. Biswanath Narjary, Mr. Onaram Bosumatari, 
Mr. Kandura B08umatal'i, Mr. Prem Narjari, Pro Maguram 
Mosahari, Mr. Jacob Bosumatari, Pro Westborg, Mr. 
Lodor Ch. Mosahari. 

Pastors under this Church Oouncil: 

. Alichoron Bosumatari, 1932 P. O. 

Tharani Iswary, ,1942, C/o Gaurang, 

'Maguram Mosahary, 1945, Parkijuli, 

Upendro Mosahary, 1945, Golad~ngi, 

" 
" 
" 

BiswanatblNarjari, 1952, C/o Mission, " 

Bongaigaon 

Haltugaon 

Menoka., 

Haraputa, 

Bongaigaon, 
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BENGAL CHURCH COUNCIL: 

President: Rev. H. P H. Kampp, Nimasarai. 
Vice President: Rev. P. L. Lande, Suri. 
Secretary: Rev. K. R. Ghose. 
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Members: Pro Kampp, Pro Kjolberg, PI'. David Jha, Pro 
K. R. Ghose, Miss Pihlquist, Pro J. A. Roy, Mr. Dinesh 
Lal, Mr. Ruben Biswas, Mr. L. C. Konai" Pro H. 
Pramanik. 

Pastors undBl' this ChU'l'ch Oouncil: 

Maharaj Bhandary, 19a7, Nimasarai, P. O. Old MaIda. 

John Jotadhari Dass, 1940, " Nalhati. 

John Anolldo Roy, 1941, Swedish Mission,,, Cooch Bihar. 

Daniel Jha, 

Haraknath Pramanik, 1944, 

Kumud Ranjan Ghose, 1946, 

David Jha, 1952, Dangalpara, 

., 

" 
" 
" 

Mohulpahari, 

English Bazar. 

Suri, Bil'bhum. 

Dumka, S. P. 

GENERAL SUPERINTENDENT'S REPORT: 

"So is the Kingdom of God, as if a man should 
cast s~ed into the gruulld, and should sleep and rise 
night and day, and the seed should spring and grow 
up, he knoweth not how." (Mark 4; 26-27 ) 

It is evident to us who by God's grace share in the 
building up of the Eheneser Evangelical Lutherap Church 
that this Kingdom of God has come here. Devout mission
aries of the past cast the seed into the ground, and 
in 80 doing intonated R new song of praise, and diligent 
servants of our Lord-both indigenous and foreign
are following their good example, and the song has become 
a mighty chorus. The good seed is springing and growing 
np and ripening; and this life is the creative force of 
our new church. The yeal:. 1952 was only the third 

15 
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year of its existence as an organized body, and that 

is no long time to bring forth such flowers and fruits 

which adoi'll church life, aHd yet my eytS have seen 

most promising buds, and my ears heard most devoted 

melodies. How sweet lingers iu my memory the chant 
~f one lay leader inside East Pakistan on Christmas night. 

Jesus is my great Guru, 

All my life will I follow bim. 

The year under review brought home to the different 

Church Councils the problem of existence in a very 

realistic way. To start with some church workers and 

-council members were under the impression that self. 
government in church life meant a great opportunity 

to ask for more financial help fl'om foreign mission 

sources. But both in 19f>1 and in 1952 the Synon was 

forcen to cut thp. P"0POSOO bnog~tc; sp.nt in hy the 

different Church Couucils. To cut is a very difficult 

work, ani a hard lesson to learn as well as to teacb. 

But that in spite of such hard (lays the Lorcl's work. 

is both developl ng and expanding we can see, aHd thus 

we have abundant evidence that we are injeeJ a creation 

of Hi~, WillEr! amI guirled by Him. 

The orgallized Church as enumerated at the end of 

1952 totalled 30,286 Christians scattered ill 1077 villages 

and worshipping 011 Sundays in 265 places of worship. 

During the year 1004 children of Christian parents 'were 

baptized, an,i 701 persons were by this h'Jly rite brought 

into the light an,l life of our Lord from the great 

darkness of the world. That our church bony in reality 

iii bigger tl18n oUt' organized body, is R fact known to 

U8~ Our Chdfi!tians go far and wide, alld at the time 

of collecting the statistics, some are lost sight of. There 

ar~ those in police service and in military units, those 
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who have gone to industria.l areas, to mines and factories, 
.and some are settlers in areas at present out of oUr 
reach, even inside Nepal. 

Such figures as 512 persons confirmed, 304 couples 
married, 1589 communion services with in all 32549 

.administrations, give testimony to the work carried out 
duri ng the year. 

There were 145 Sunday schools with 2500 children. 

The life of the Church and the life of the Mission 
is in such a happy and harmonious cooperation that 
no line of demarcation can be drawn between them, 

and therefore when dealing with statistics, it may be 

mentioned that there were in all 127 schools and training 

institutions with 289 teachers and 6225 children and 

students. And in dispensaries, hospitals and leper colonies 

more than 64 thousand persons received treatment of 
one or other kind. 

Church c,)llections amounted to Re. 49, 510-6-9 for 

the year, and this js an increase of Rs. 7, 458-4·7 from 

that of the previous year. It now stands at just above 

Re. 1-10·0 from every baptized Christian of the Church 
on the average. 

Lookillg at the stat,istical materials from a sociological 
point of view, it may be of interest to note that the 
average size of a family in the Santal Parganas Church 

Council area was 4. 83; in North 'Bengal 4. 70; in the 

Assam Santal area 4.96; in Bol'o Church Council area 
5.88; aud j n the Bengal Church Council area 4. 94. 

Rural India is made up of villages. OUl~ Churoh 

members have their homes in 1077 villages. It may 

sound stran~e to most readers of our Annual Report 
that our Christians in OIle way live more scattered in 

Santa.l Parganas than in the Assam area.. There are 

3. 87 Christian families on the average in the 565 

villages where our Church members live in the Santal Parganas 
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area, and 12. 62 in the Assam Santal area where they are 

found in 159 villages. To some extent this question 
of the compactness of the Christian community comas 

In in every joiut task of the church such as building 
of village churches and school houses. There were on 

an average 8.45 Christian families in the 107 villages 

where our Boro brethren were living. The correspond

ing figures for the Santals on the plain of North Bengal 
was 3.70 and for the community inside the Bengal 

Church Council area 3. 91. This might well be borne in 
mind when ~mparisolls are made. 

The following table may also be of help to under

stand the structure of Hew churches: 

Santal Parganas Church Council: 10475 Chr., 69 congr., 
average 15~. 

North Bengal Church Council: 2155 Chr., 50 congr., 
average 43 

Assam Santal Church Council: 9961 Jhr., 47 congr., 
average 212. 

Bol'O Church Council 5334 ChI'. , 53 congr., average 101. 

Bengal Church Council: 2361 ChI'. , 46 congr. averagi:> 51. 
For the whole church: 30286 Chr., 265 congregatien 

average 114. 

There were 58 pastors making on the average one 

pastor for 4t congregations and to 522 Christia ns. 

For comparison th.e corresponding figures for the big 

Lutheran 'church all Madagascar may be added ( 1~51 ). 

The two Inland Synods: 130838 ChI'. , 1071 congr., 

average 122. 
West Madagascar: 18777 ChI'. , 231 congr., average 81. 

East Madagascar: 16725 ChI'. , 239 congr. , average 70" 
S/W Madagascar: 5350 ChI'. , 101 congr., average 53. 
SIE Madagascar: 9431 ChI'. , 155 cOllgr., average 61. 

For the whole church., 181122 Chr .• , 1797 congr., ave- ~ 

rage 101.. 
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There were 290 pa.stors making on the average one 
pastor for 6 congregations and to 624 Christians. 

In" connection with the financial discussion the Synod 
In 1951 appointed a Salary Committee to prepare a 
scale of pay for church workers. This committee met 
in May ] 952 and prepared a scale which was placed 
before the Synod meeting at the end of October, and 
it was recorded "The Synod appreciates the work done 
by the Salary C')mmittee, and recommends its proposal 
to be sent to 9Jl District Church Councils for their 
consideration and suggestions with a detailed report of 
the effect 9f this scale on their budgets. -- The Synod 
Executive will then issue instructions as to the lines 
to be followed in the 1954 budgets." 

Another matter causing considerable discussion was 
a question from the Bol'O pastors whether lay leaders 
should be authorized to administer the sacraments. This 
discussion resulted in the following resolution being 
passed by the Synod. "In places where there is a need 
of a pastor for looking after a certaiu field of work 
or assisting another pastor in his work, tested and 
worthy laymen may be selected by the Church Couucil 
and ordained as a pastor for such work, wherever they 
are willing to work without receiving any remuneration 
from the Church. The Church Council determines the 
extent of field and duties for such honorary pastors." 

During 1952 some of the great old leaders have 
passed to their eternal rest; may their memory be 
blessed for generations to come. 

On the 24th of January the pensioned pastor J alpa 
Soren died in his home at N arayanpur village, West 
Dinajpur. 

On the 14th of March the pensioned pastor Lodo Soren 
died at his homa in Jhunki village near the Benagaria 
mission. 
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On the 21st of July pastor Johon Murmu died 
from T. B. He had the last years been a pastor at 
Babhondia, north of Kaerabani. Before he died he had 
come to his village Mangurdi. 

And on the 4th of December Cyril HasdaU: died in 
his home at Grahampur. He had been a most trusted 
lay worker not only in the Assam w)rk, but also in 
our church making work. 

Ordination services took place in 1952 as follows: 

On the recommendation of the Bengal Church Council, 
David Jha, son of the pensioned pastor Dhononjoy Jha, 
was ordained in the Nimasarai church on the 23rd 
of March. 

On the recommenrlation of the Santal Parganas 
ChUl'ch Council, Nityallondo Marndi was ordained in the 
Dhorompur church on the 19th of October. 

On the recommendation of the Assam Santal Ghurch 
Council, Jacob Biswas was ordained as an honorary 
pastor for Bengali services in the Dingdinga Circle, 
This ordination took place in the Rantzaupur church 
on the 13th of November. 

On the recommendation of the Bol'O Church Cuuncil, 
Biswanath Narjari was ordained on the same date in 
the Rantzaupur church. 

It has been made a point as far as possible to 
have pastors from the different language groups of the 
Church to take part in ordinationeervices, thus giving 
expression to the unity of our ChUl·ch. 

The N orwegiall Bible Society appointed me as their 
representative to the Conference and Council meeting 
of the United Bible Societies held at Ootacamund in 
the Nilgid Hills February 16 - 24., and it was a 
most blessed stay together there. And the Bible is 



EIGHTY SIXTH ANNUAL REPORT 113 

Buch a vital matter in the life of a missionary tha.t 
I found much of interest in that Conference. 

Apart from this tour to the sOl1th, the year under 
review had much travel in store for my wife and 
myself. On New Year's day we took part in the great 
meeting at Grahampur in the Assam Colony where the 
well known Norwegian pastor and author, Rev. FredriIe 
Wisloff, also preached. 

And on the last day of the year we just managed 
to reach back to Benagaria having had a tour to 
congregations inside East Pakistan. 

In between there had been many goings and comings, 
but the great event was the Lutheran World Conference 
at Hannover in West Germany, 24th July - 4th August. 
On the way to and from this tremendously big Confe
rence we had the joy to spend a few weeks in our 
own country, and we are ever so grateful to the 
Norwegian Home Board for bearing the cost of this 
journey. The Ebeneser Evangelical Lutheran Church 
is a member of the Lutheran World Federation, Hud 

as even small children have their place in a big family, 
so also with us at Hannover. It was such a joy to 
meet our own Methusalah Tudu over there, and also 
J ohanesa Rakotovao from Madagascar, the pastor who 
after the Tambaram Conference visited the Santal area. 

N ow unto Him that is able to do exceeding abund
dantly above all that we ask or think, according to the 
power that worketh in us, 

Unto Him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus 
throughout all ages, world without end. Amen. 

JOHANNES GAUSDAL. 
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ST A TEMENT OF ACCOUNTS· 

Auditors' Certificate. 

Dear Sirs, 

We report that we have checked the, books of the 
Mission for the year ended 31st December, 1952, as 
follows :-

The entries appearing in the General Cash Book 
have been examined with the subsidiary Books and vou
chers produced to us. 

We report that we have verified the receipts from the 
American, Danish and Norwegian Mission Boards during 
the year under audit and have found the entries appear
ing in the General Cash Book to be in order. The Bank 
Pass Books have been checked by us and agree with 

.the Cash Book and we have had produced to us the 
respective certificates from the Calcutta and Bombay 
branche~ of the Chartered Banlr cf India, A usb-alia & 
China in verification of the respective balances with the 
Bank's branches at the 31st December, 1952. 

We have examined the Zemindary Account and have 
ascertained thl;lot all remitta nces have been accounted for 
in the General Cash Book. 

COLONY CASH BOOK: 
The books were checked as follows:-

The remittances from the Mission during the year 
haye been checked into these books and were found to 
be in order. Only a very few vouchers could be checked 

by us as, in the majority of cases, they w~re either not 
available or were written ill languages whIch we were 
unable to translate, but tho Be which we were able to 
check were in order, 
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LOAN BOOKS: 

All posting of the Loan Books, have been checked 
and total balances of the loans and deposits outstanding 
ha ve been agreed therewith. 

INVESTMENTS: 

The Investments of the Indian Worlcers PellsiOll Fund, 
88 detailed in the Fund Book, and of the various other 
F,!uds as described ill the separate Fund Books were 
verified by reference to certificates fl'om Bankers and by 
examination of the Scrip for Government Securities, Fixed 
Deposit Receipts etc., and found to agree therewith. 

CHARTERED BANK OF INDIA, AUSTRALIA & 
CHINA, CHITTAGONG ·Rs. 13,287- 3. 0 

This amount, which was received last year from the 
Norwegian Boarc.l for Mission work ill Pakistan and cre~i
ted in the General Cash Book, has this yeal' been trans
ferred, to Pakistan Branch of the Mission as, we are 
informed, they will keep their accounts separately. 

Yours faithfu'lly, 
LOVELOCK & LEWES. 

~~N~ 
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Statement of Account for y:ear 1952. 

EXPENDITURE: 

OrdilJary Pay Dearness Allowance. 
Basetkundi 
Benagada 
E beneser House 
ChondorpurR 
Dhorompur 

~ajadighi 

Dumka 
HBl'ipur 

Rs. 2231 

" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 

Kaer,abani " 

5000 
1800 
3069 
3261 
2700 
4000 
1188 
2000 
2000 Mohulpahari " 

Saldoha Women Work " 
Tilabani 
Mnrshidabad 
Suri 

" 
" 
" 

San tal Pal'gana & 

Birhhum Women Work " 

100 
1200 

500 
4544 

500 
Nimasarai 
Joema 
Gaorang 
Bongaigaon 
Parkijuli 

" 10,180 
" 7500 

Kaerabani Schools 
Maharo Girl's School 
KoroyaStation & 

" 
2800 

" 4965 
" 12,800 

RB. 72,338 

Rs. 23,550 

" 13 712 

Orphanage " 
Santal Divinity School " 
Basetkundi M. E. School" 
Benagaria Industrial 

3,706 
10,630 

8,000 

School " 
2,000 

C. O'Ver RB. 61,a92 

RB. 1080 

" 
" 
" 

" 
" 
" 
" 

" 

" 
" 
" 
" 
" 

897 
680- 4-

1734 

1100 
300 
240 

1547. 8. 

392. 8. 

2600 
2789- 8-
1246 
1332 
1924 

RB. 17,862-12 

Rso 

" 

" 
" 
" 

6399- 8-

3942 

1005 
135 

1080 

Rs. 12,561. 8-
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B. '£ol'w. Re. 61,592 

Narainpul' Girls' School" 
EklakhiGirls' School " 
Narayanpur Station & 

School 
" Grahampur Schools " 

Gaorang Gi,rls' School " 
Haraputa Girls' School " 

8,242 
7,615 

6,165 
28,764 

8,800 
6,000 

Ra.127,178 

Mohulpahari Hospital 
Saldoha Leper Colony 
Ben-agaria Dispensary 

Kaerabani Dispensary 
Dhorompur Dispensary 
N arainpur Dispensary 
Eklakhi Dispensary 
MaIda Medical Work 

Rs. 12,000 

" 40,000 
" ] ;378 

" 
800 

" 
200 

" 
400 

" 
500 

" 
3,000 

Maharo Dispensary " 
Ba~etkundi Dispensary" 

400 
200 

Sevapur Hospital " 10,000 
Santipara Leprosy Colony" 18,901 
GaOl'ang Dispensary " 590 
J oema Dispensary 
Haraputa Dispensary 

Rs. 88,369 

Mission Station. Ordinary pay total 
Mission Station. Dearness all. total 
School Work, Ordinary pay total 
School W Ol'k" Dearness all. total 
Medical Work, Ordinary pay total 
Medical Work, Dearness all. total 

Re. 

" 
" 
" ., 
" 

Re. 12,561 .8. 0 

" 
" 

1,908 
2,010 

" 5,536. 7-
" 3,409. 8· 
" 2,974 

Re. 28,399- 7· 

Re. 6,922-12-

" 3,198-12-

" 
390 

" 339 

150 

133 ·2-

" 
3,680 

" 
1,387- 8-

" 
180 

" 
765 

" 
560 

Rs 17,697. 2-

72,338 
17,862.12. 

127,178 
28,399- 7 .. 
88,369 
17,697- 2· 

Total carried over Re. 351,844- 5· 
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B. forw. Rs. 351,844- 5 

Salaries for missionaries on the field 1952 " 156,065 
Dearness AlJowa;lce for missionaries on 

the field 1952 
. ServantB DearneBs-allowanre 
Single Allowance 
Hill-A.llowance 

" 
" 
" 
" 

Childrens Tuition and travel, langu~ge study " 
Medicines an:} doctor 
Setting up house and Cycle all owance 
Income Tax 
Dumka Boarding 

Civil Surgeon Fee 
Committee and meeting expenditure 
Secretary's Travel 
Dnmka Offices 
Legal Expenses 
Printing of Annual Report and 

A udit Fees 

Indian Workers' Pension Fund 

Stipends 

New Constructions 

Affiliation Fees 
Lltond rent 

" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 

" 
" 
,; 

" 
" 
" Youth Work, drawn by Miss H. Milde 

Bible School for Women, drawn by Miss " 
M. Buttedahl 

Loan to· Santipara Leprosy 
Agriculture Farm 

J ee p for R. Hofrenning 
Benagaria Allowance 

Literature Committee 
Other Miscellaneous Items 

" 

" 
" 
" 
" 
" 

61,790 
9,147- 4-
2,900 

21,823 
6,118 5- 3 
8,077-15. 
4,454-11-6 
7,100- 6. 
2,400 

795- 1-
6,862.13 3 
2,400 
4,560 
1,471. 8. 

2,022 8-6 

5,533- 3-9 

14,930 

19,722- 3. 

1,083- 8. 

1,967- 2· 9 
800 

500 

3,200 
4,000 

175 
1,000 

$26 

Carritid forward Ra. 703,269.15·0 
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EXPENDITURES 

Balance brought forward Rs. 703,269-15-
Transferred to Ebeneser Lutheran Church " 144,045-13~3 

Total Expenditures 

Mornai Tea Estate 
Balance 

Tutal Bank Balance 
Total Cash BalallCe 

Rs, 509-15- 0 

" 83,939- 6-8 
" 4,591-13 1 

INCOME: 

Balances per 1/1 1952: 
Main Accour.t S. M.N. C. 

Rs. 17,649- 4-6 
Mornai Tea Estate 
Charitable Fund 

" 
5,551- 3-6 

Received from America 
(as 'per separate account) 

Received from Denmark 
(as per separate account) 

Received from Norway 
(as per separate accollnt) 

Received from Mornai Tea Estate 
Transfer from Swedish K. M. A. to 

Church Budget 
Loan refunded by Printing Press 
Received from Benagaria Zemindary 
Bank interests on deposits etc. 

Debit interests and 
Bank 'charges , 

Rs. 2,496. 5-

" 
1,048-11.9 

" 847,315 12-3 

" 
89,041- 3-6 

Rs. 936,356 15- 9 

Rs. 23,200- 8-

" 152,098.14.6 

" 208,236-11-6 

" 529,925-14-6 

" 
3,000. 

" 
6,445- 6-

" 
9,002 

" 
3,000 

" 
1,447- 9 3 

Ri;). 936,356- 15 -9 
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INDIAN WOHKEaS PENSION FUND'S 
ACCOUNT ON 31ST DECEMBER 1952. 

RECEIPT3 
Balance per 1. January 1952 
Received grant from The Santal 

Mil!sioll of the Northern Churches 
,Vhole year's interest on Government 

loan C A 87 
Contribution from members 

EXPENDITURES 
PeIlsi~ n paid to member8 
Pension contribution refullded to 

previous members 
. Bal~nce per 31. Dec. 1952, nil. 

CAPITAJ-l INVESTED 
Capital per 1 Jan. 1952 
Capital increase during year 19(,2 

Capital per 31 Dec~mber, 1952 

This amount ia invested this way: 

On fixed deposit with The Chaltered 

Bank of Iudia, Australia & 
China, Galcutta 

On fixed deposit with Mahadeolal 
Prabhudayal, Dumka 

On fixed deposit with Mahadeolal 
Prabhudayal, Dumka 

Government of India S% loan 1896/97. 
Ca 87, Nom 19.000 

Ra. 0 

" 5,533- 3·9 

" 
420- 6-

" 1,912- 4-

Re. 7,865·13-9 

Rs. 7,604- 7 9 

" 261- 6-

" 0-

Rs. 7,865-13-9 

Rs. 43,020- 4-10 
,. 593- 5 3 

Rs. 43,613-10- 1 

Rs. 19,670 11-

" 7,128-12-3 

" 1,185-13·6 

" 15,628- 5 4 
-----

lta. 43,6J3 10-1 
-- , 



YALE UNIVERSITY LIBRARY 

~ IIII~IIIIIIIIIIIII ~II ~IIIIII~ ~IIIIIII ~IIIIIIIIIIIIII II 
3 9002 10638 2352 


	1795199_86_1952_eng_0001
	1795199_86_1952_eng_0002
	1795199_86_1952_eng_0003
	1795199_86_1952_eng_0004
	1795199_86_1952_eng_0005
	1795199_86_1952_eng_0006
	1795199_86_1952_eng_0007
	1795199_86_1952_eng_0008
	1795199_86_1952_eng_0009
	1795199_86_1952_eng_0010
	1795199_86_1952_eng_0011
	1795199_86_1952_eng_0012
	1795199_86_1952_eng_0013
	1795199_86_1952_eng_0014
	1795199_86_1952_eng_0015
	1795199_86_1952_eng_0016
	1795199_86_1952_eng_0017
	1795199_86_1952_eng_0018
	1795199_86_1952_eng_0019
	1795199_86_1952_eng_0020
	1795199_86_1952_eng_0021
	1795199_86_1952_eng_0022
	1795199_86_1952_eng_0023
	1795199_86_1952_eng_0024
	1795199_86_1952_eng_0025
	1795199_86_1952_eng_0026
	1795199_86_1952_eng_0027
	1795199_86_1952_eng_0028
	1795199_86_1952_eng_0029
	1795199_86_1952_eng_0030
	1795199_86_1952_eng_0031
	1795199_86_1952_eng_0032
	1795199_86_1952_eng_0033
	1795199_86_1952_eng_0034
	1795199_86_1952_eng_0035
	1795199_86_1952_eng_0036
	1795199_86_1952_eng_0037
	1795199_86_1952_eng_0038
	1795199_86_1952_eng_0039
	1795199_86_1952_eng_0040
	1795199_86_1952_eng_0041
	1795199_86_1952_eng_0042
	1795199_86_1952_eng_0043
	1795199_86_1952_eng_0044
	1795199_86_1952_eng_0045
	1795199_86_1952_eng_0046
	1795199_86_1952_eng_0047
	1795199_86_1952_eng_0048
	1795199_86_1952_eng_0049
	1795199_86_1952_eng_0050
	1795199_86_1952_eng_0051
	1795199_86_1952_eng_0052
	1795199_86_1952_eng_0053
	1795199_86_1952_eng_0054
	1795199_86_1952_eng_0055
	1795199_86_1952_eng_0056
	1795199_86_1952_eng_0057
	1795199_86_1952_eng_0058
	1795199_86_1952_eng_0059
	1795199_86_1952_eng_0060
	1795199_86_1952_eng_0061
	1795199_86_1952_eng_0062
	1795199_86_1952_eng_0063
	1795199_86_1952_eng_0064
	1795199_86_1952_eng_0065
	1795199_86_1952_eng_0066
	1795199_86_1952_eng_0067
	1795199_86_1952_eng_0068
	1795199_86_1952_eng_0069
	1795199_86_1952_eng_0070
	1795199_86_1952_eng_0071
	1795199_86_1952_eng_0072
	1795199_86_1952_eng_0073
	1795199_86_1952_eng_0074
	1795199_86_1952_eng_0075
	1795199_86_1952_eng_0076
	1795199_86_1952_eng_0077
	1795199_86_1952_eng_0078
	1795199_86_1952_eng_0079
	1795199_86_1952_eng_0080
	1795199_86_1952_eng_0081
	1795199_86_1952_eng_0082
	1795199_86_1952_eng_0083
	1795199_86_1952_eng_0084
	1795199_86_1952_eng_0085
	1795199_86_1952_eng_0086
	1795199_86_1952_eng_0087
	1795199_86_1952_eng_0088
	1795199_86_1952_eng_0089
	1795199_86_1952_eng_0090
	1795199_86_1952_eng_0091
	1795199_86_1952_eng_0092
	1795199_86_1952_eng_0093
	1795199_86_1952_eng_0094
	1795199_86_1952_eng_0095
	1795199_86_1952_eng_0096
	1795199_86_1952_eng_0097
	1795199_86_1952_eng_0098
	1795199_86_1952_eng_0099
	1795199_86_1952_eng_0100
	1795199_86_1952_eng_0101
	1795199_86_1952_eng_0102
	1795199_86_1952_eng_0103
	1795199_86_1952_eng_0104
	1795199_86_1952_eng_0105
	1795199_86_1952_eng_0106
	1795199_86_1952_eng_0107
	1795199_86_1952_eng_0108
	1795199_86_1952_eng_0109
	1795199_86_1952_eng_0110
	1795199_86_1952_eng_0111
	1795199_86_1952_eng_0112
	1795199_86_1952_eng_0113
	1795199_86_1952_eng_0114
	1795199_86_1952_eng_0115
	1795199_86_1952_eng_0116
	1795199_86_1952_eng_0117
	1795199_86_1952_eng_0118
	1795199_86_1952_eng_0119
	1795199_86_1952_eng_0120
	1795199_86_1952_eng_0121
	1795199_86_1952_eng_0122
	1795199_86_1952_eng_0123
	1795199_86_1952_eng_0124
	1795199_86_1952_eng_0125
	1795199_86_1952_eng_0126
	1795199_86_1952_eng_0127
	1795199_86_1952_eng_0128
	1795199_86_1952_eng_0129
	1795199_86_1952_eng_0130

