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Th is  bu j ' ld ing  is  
' l oca ted  

in  the  nor theas t  quar te r  o f  B lock  174 o f  the
or ig ina l  p ' l a t  o f  Be l levue .  As  o r ig ina l l y  cons t ruc ted  in  the  la te  

'1850 's ,

the  church  was a  low,30 by  40  foo t ,  masonry  s t ruc tu re  w i th  a  gab le  roo f .
The bu i ld ing  was en tered  (as  i t  i s  today)  th rough the  eas t  gab le  end o f
the  s t ruc tu re .  The bu i ' ld ing  may or ig ina l l y  have had bo th  a  low ves t ibu ' le
ex tend ing  eas tward  f rom the  main  en t rance and,  less  1 ike ly ,  a  cupo ' la
proiect ing upward f rom the east  hal f  of  the roof .  I 'Jhen the bui ' ld ing is
eventua l l y  res to red ,  c lose  examinat ion  shou ld  th row l igh t  on  these
ques t i  ons  .

The four  ex te r io r  wa l ls  o f  the  or ig ina l  bu i ' ld ing  are  composed o f  a  rubb le
s tone .and  g rou t  m ix tu re  wh ich  was  p robab ly  faced  o r ig ina l l y  (as  i t  i s
today)  w i th  a  smooth  layer  o f  s tucco  or  g rou t .  Var ious  sec t ions  o f  the
present  s tucco layer  c lear ly  da te  to  var ious  per iods .  Some o lder  sec t ions
have hor izonta l  and ver t ica1 grooves etched into the stucco sur face to
give the appearance of  smooth- faced ashlar ,  and th is  ornamentat ion may
or ig ina l l y  have  been  app l ied  to  a l l  fou r  wa l l s  o f  the  church .

Greek  Rev iva l  s ty l i s t i c  in f1uence is  revea ' led  th rough fu r ther  examinat ion
of  ihe  or ig ina1 church  ex ter io r ,  inc lud ing  the  low p i tch  o f  the  roo f  and
the  des ' ign  o f  the  w indows and corn ices .  However ,  the  1arge,  t r iangu lar ,
b racketed  w indow hoods suggest  I ta ' l i ana te  as  we l l  as  Greek  Rev iva l
inf1uence.  These heavy f rame window hoods,  some of  which have been removed
in recent  years,  former ly  capped al ' l  or ig inal  windows and may be or ig inal
to the st ructure.

l , Jh i ' le  much o f  the  in te r io r  and ex ter io r  o f  the  or ig ina l  ed i f i ce  i s  in tac t ,
severa l  add i t i ons  have  been  bu i ' l t  s ince  the  lB50 's .  In  1869  a  tower  was
constructed which may have incorporated a vest ibule that  was or ig inal  to
ihe church.  This tower was crowned by a spi re which projected we' l  I  above
and to the east  of  the or ig ina ' l  roof  r idge.  Around the turn of  the cen-
tury,  ih is  tower was severely damaged dur ing a tornado and replaced by the
present  tower ,  wh ich  re ta ins  the  o ld  f ron t  doors  and,  aga ' in ,  may poss ib ly
' i  ncorporate a ves t i  bu1e that  i  s  or i  g i  na1 to the church .  The prese nt
c rene la ted  tower  ( . l0  by  l0  fee t  a t  i t s  base)  c lashes  w i th  the  or ig ina l
s iy l ing  o f  the  church  and is  to  be  demol ished once res tora t ion  beg in . fs .

Oiher la ter  addi t ions that  wi ' l  
' l  presumably be razed eventual ly  are the

wes t  and  sou th  w ings  appended to  the  o r ig ina l  s t ruc tu re .  In '1904  the
church doubled i ts  seat ing capaci ty  to 500 and assumed a modi f ied cruci fornt
p 1 an .  The or i  g i  na1 s anctuary was enl  arged through the cons t ruct ' ion of
a 27 by 56 foot  addi t ion to the west  and by an 8 by 20 foot  choir  extension
to  the  west  o f  th is  adr l i t ion .  In  1924 the  present  Soc ia ' l  Ha l l ,  a  f rame
structure faced wi th stucco,  t^ tas appended to the south e levat ion of  the
1904  add i t i on .  Wh i le  the  s tucco  fac ing  o f  the  en t i re  bu i ld ing  i s  in  poor
condi t ion,  the wa1 

' ls  
themse' lves as wel ' l  as the church inter ior  s t i l l

appear to be ' in  good condi t ion.
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G N I F I C A N C E

Founded as a fur  t rading post  in  the f i rs t  quarter  of  the n ineteenth
century ,  Be l levue is  Nebraska 's  o ldes t  ex is t ing  communi ty  and was Nebras-
ka 's  on ly  non-mi l i ta ry  se t t lement  in  ex is tence pr io r  to  the  c rea t ion  o f
Nebraska Temi tory i  n  

'1854.  
Cons t ructed ca .  1856-58,  Be1 

' levue '  s  o l  d
Presby ter ian  Church  is  be l ieved to  be  the  o ' ldes t  bu i ld ing  erec ted  in
Nebraska to  house re l ig ious  serv ices .  The Presby ter ian  congregat ion  wh ich
bu i l t  the  ed i f i ce  was founded in  1850 and is  p robab ly  the  o ldes t  ex is t ing
church  congregat ion  es tab l i shed in  Nebraska.  A l though the  bu i ld ing  has
been eniarged and al tered several  t imes over the years,  much of  the or ig-
ina l  ex te r io r  appearance is  in tac t .  Accura te  res to ra t ion ,  wh ich  is  p lanne
wi l l  be  poss ib le  because examp' les  o f  most  o f  the  or ig ina l  o rnamenta t ion  a
s t i l l  i n tac t .  l ^ lh i le  on ly  modest ly  p re ten t ' ious ,  the  church  as  or ig ina l l y
designed combined Greek Revival  s ty l ing w' i th  some ear ly  I ta1 ianate e lemen
and the  bu i ld ' ing  is  now one o f  Nebraska 's  few surv iv ing  bu i ld ' ings  exh ib i t -
ing  Greek  Rev iva l  in f luence.

A t ' l eas t  as  ear l y  as '1834 ,  Presby te r ian  m iss ionar ies  were  ac t i ve ly  evan-
gel ' i  z ing the Indi  ans of  eastern Nebraska.  In 1846 Rev.  Edward McKi  nney
ar r ived  in  Be1 levue,  where  a  ]a rge  Presby ter ian  miss ion  bu i ' ld ing  (a  log
s t ruc ture  razed in  the  1860 's )  was  erec ted  under  h is  leadersh ip  in  1846-48
to  serve  the  Oto  and 0maha Ind ians .  Dur ing  a  meet ing  a t  the  miss ion  bu i ' ld
ing  on  December  26 ,1850,  the  Presby ter ian  Church  o f  Nebraska was organ iz
under the care of  Rev.  McKinney and wi th f ive charter  members.  The
worsh ' ip  serv ices  o f  th is  congregat ion  were  conducted  a t  the  miss ion  un t i ' l
the  la te  lB50 's .  In  

. |853 
Rev.  McKinney  re t i red  f rom the  leadersh ip  o f  the

miss ion  and church  and was succeeded by  Rev.  Wi ' l ' l i am Hami l ion ,  who cont in -
ued to  lead the  congregat ion  un t i l  the  mid  l860 's .  In  

.1856 
the  church

was reorganized as the Fi rst  Presbyter ian Church of  Bel ' levue,  a name which
i  t  s t i ' l ' l  re ta ins .  ,

Under  Rev .  Hami l ton 's  gu idance ,  D .  E .  Reed ,  a  bu i ' l de r  who  was  exper ienced
in grout  work,  began construct ion work in 1856 on the Presbyter ian Church
as wel 

' l  
as Father Hami I ton 's own Be1 

' levue 
dwel 1 i  ng (a Nati  ona' l  Reg i  s ter

proper ty )  and a  new Ind ian  miss ion  (no t  ex tan t )  in  what  i s  now Thurs ton
CounlV,  Nebraska.  The wa1 

' ls  
of  a l l  three st ructures were composed of

rubb le  l imestone t ied  together  w i th  g rou t  and probab ly  faced or ig ina l l y
wi th grout  s tucco--a form of  wa' l  

' l  
construct ion rare ly found in Nebraska

outs ide  o f  Be l levue.  These th ree  masonry  bu i ld ings  were  no t  f ina l l y
compl eted unti  I  about 

'1858.

(coNTTNUED)

P E R t o o  ( Q h e c k  O n e  o r  M o r o  a s  A p p r o p r i a t e )
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PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

B.  The o ld  Presby ter ian  church  bu i ld ing  cont inued to  serve  the  needs o f  the
F i rs t  Presby ter ian  congregat ion  un t i l  ear ly  in  

. |959,  
when a  new and la rger

church edi f ice was completed for  th ' is  organizat ion at  1220 Be1 
' levue 

Road
in  Be ' l  

' l evue .  
In ' i 961  the  congrega t ion  so ld  the  o ' l d  church  bu i ' l d ing  and  p ropr

er ty to the present  owner,  Mrs.  Haro ' ld  D.  LeMar,  a 
' loca ' l  preservat ionist

and pres ident  o f  the  Greater  Nebraska H is to r ica l  Foundat ion .  The o ld  bu i ' ld -' ing has subsequent ly  been occup' ied,  on a temporary basis,  f i rs t  by the
Church  o f  the  Ho ly  Sp i r i t  (Ep ' i scopa ' l  )  and now,  s ince  ca .  1967,  bV Be11evue 's
First  Assembly of  God Church.  An of f ic ia ' l  Nebraska histor ical  marker was
recent ' l y  ins ta ' l ' l ed  on  the ' lawn to  the  eas t  o f  the  bu i ld ing .



I i A J O R  S I b L I C G R A P I - I I C A L  R E F E R E N C E S

F i les ,  Nebraska  S ta te  H is to r i ca l
Ker r ,  Dav id  R . ,  "Semi -Centenn iaJ

Presby ter ian  Church"
(unpub ' l i shed  f i . s . ) ,  

. l 904 .

Soci  ety.
History of  the Bel I  evue

L A T I T U D E  A N D  L O N G I T U D E  C O O R D I N A  7 E 5
O E F I N I N G  T H E  C E N T E R  P O I N T  O F  A  P R O P E R T Y

O F  L E S S  T H A N  T E N  A C R E S

i  , - A T r r u o E  A N o  L o N G r t u O E  e O O R B I N A T t r s  i
I  o = F i N r N G  A  R E c T A N G L E  L o c A T T N G  T H E  p R o p E R T Y  I
l_
l c o n x e n L A T I T U D E L O N  G I  T U  D E L O N G I T U D E

I  l D e g r e e s  M i n u f e s  S e c o n d s  l D e g r e e s  M i n u t e s  S e c o n d s D e g r e e s
o

41
D e g r e e s

o

95
M i n u l c s  S e c o n d s

08 
' 

22'
M i n u t e s  S e c o n d s

5 3  3 7 n
Nv/
NE  

i
S E  i

o

o

o

o

o

a

o

o

o

o

C O U  N  T Y :

a,/r

-l

n

c)

:
o
z,
atr

Ju ly  
. l 0 ,  

1970

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

Nat iona I  Register .

Chief ,  Off ice of  ArcheoloQy and Histor ic  Preservat ion

Date

A P P R o X T M A T E  A C R E A G E  O F  N O M I N A T E D  P R O P E R T Y  t  1  l ?  h a l  A  i
a , a l  E  r

, L I 5 T  A L L  S T A T E S  A N D  C O U N T T E S  F O R  P R O P E R T I E S  O V E R L A P P I N G  S T A T E  O R  C O U N T Y  B O U N O A R I E S

I  
s r  A T E :

lf.

rn
rfl

S T A  T E :

S T A T E :

S T A T E :

, , i  i ^  F C R r , i  P R T P A R E D  B Y

a .  Magie ,  H is tor ic  S i tes  Curator

Nebraska State Hi  s tor ica ' l  Soci  ety
I S T R E E T  A N D  N U M B E R :
|  .  - ^i  t500  R St ree t

i 2 ,  S T A T E  L i A I S O N  O F F I C E R  C E R T I F I C A ' I  I O N

As the designated State Lia ison Off icer  for  the Na-

t i ona l  H is to r i c  P reserva t ion  Ac t  o f  1966  (Pub l i c  I . aw

89-665) ,  I  he reby  nomina te  th i s  p roper t y  fo r  i nc lus ion

in  the  Na t iona l  Reg is te r  and  ce r t i f y  tha t  i t  has  been

evaluated according to the cr i ter ia and procedr l res set

for th by the Nat ional  Park Service.  The recommended

level  of  s igni f icance of  th is nominat ion is :

Na t iona l  A

Name

State I Local tl

ATTEST:

r i t re  D i rec tor ,  Nebraska Sta te

l c l T Y  
o R  T o Y / N :

I  f - i  ncol  n

L  A  T I  T U D E

C O U N  T Y :

C O U N T Y :

s T A T E

Nebraska 68508
, i . . .  NAT IONAL  REGISTER VER. IF ICAT ION

Da'.e

H' is tori  cal Soci ety

Date

Keeper of  The Nat ional  Repisfer



 

Exterior vie
NSHS, 19

ew from the nor
967 (H673.5-1

rtheast. 
441) 

 


	SY02-022 Presbyterian Church
	church pic

