December 1943, with a pr:.or:x.ty ratmg of 0—1—737, | i
d an thorlzed st.rength oi' forty-sa.x Offlcers and one . .

nwsirength of bff:.cers s enllsted men apd equipnent
cordance with 1/0 and E 1—987, 8 hovember-: 19143 s

pp priat.e allotments publ:.sned in oectlon vI, wWar Uepartment
ar 1‘0129, 1 June l9l;3, were to be obl:.gated as necess:.ty

hw R' -3&-5-900&, this all by authority of AG 322 OB-l-

PG-M, War Department, Washington, D. C. (25 November 19.3) Subj: -
1, Assignment and Activation. of Certain Emergency Rescue o
 above was published under paragraphs 1,2,3,4, of
o’ 66 Headqua.rters s Technical School, Army Air Forces -

22 paragraphs 1,2,3 ,h, apec:.a.l Order No lOLp, Head-

ny Air Forces Eastern Technical Training Command, Sedge-
; oro, ﬁorbh Carolina, 8 December 1943, the 1st Energency

ﬁescue S on was desigaated to be activated at Boca Raton Army ’
L Adr F:.eld, Florida ‘ . S

 The In 'tlal ﬁoster of the 1st Emergency Rescus bquadron under
. the date of -2nd Deestber 1943, consisted of Captain MERRICK A GRAY,
0428762, Air Corps Reserve, Coxmnandjng and the follom.ng enhsted

‘zolek, Joseph E AC . AUS 32360805' 27 AuguSt.lW&Z 47 -
[son, Person M JrAC  AUS 16085107 20 July 1942 747
Gannon, William F AC = ERC 20200522 23 Jan 1942 755
AC  AUS 351;73317 ; 8 Sept 1942 866

i Headquarters, hth Ferrying Group, m:.cipa.l A:Lrport Memphis, Tenn—
 essee, to Boca Raton Field, Florida, on 28 Novembei 1943, by auth-
: ,:quit,y yes in | aragraph 5, Special Order 332, that . headquarters.

GR.AY, 0428762 AC (P) 1st Lt ALLEN B CLEVELAND @ 789456 AC (N)
KSON 0739792 AC (P) S/Sgt John M Mehrman, 33183770
eixeira, 31092431 ' Sgt Wilbur S Tvrner 33124577

1entl;y as posaible with:m a limitad tiw, the 1st o .
uadron, S T




216 s Hmsmt{ , arrived at Boca Raton Field Flor:l.da s P
26 No e&ber l9l+3. ‘The complete program provides for the activation

of seven such Squadrons, to be distributed throughout. the various -
theaters in which the Air Forces Operate, , a

The a.ctual activatxon o:t’ the 1st l:mergency Rescue Squa.dron s at
- Boca Raton Field, Flerida, 1 December 1943, initiated the Army Air
- ‘,Foreee mergancy Rescue Program, approved by GBNE?.AL ARB:ULD. '

‘ Thc secmd Gomanding Off:.cer of 'bhe lst Eknergency Rescue Squa.d—
. ron was Lieutenant Colonel ZOLLER who arrived at Boca Raton Field, .
© ° Floridh, on 15 December 1943, and departed 4 Jaimary-194k. The first
" . Commanding Officer, being Captain GRAY, who with four enlisted men
formed the Inltial Cadre

i Lieutenant. Ccolonel LILTLETON J. PARDUE, 0-21300 a.rr:z.ted ‘at Boca -
~ Raton Field, Florida, 30 December 19.3, and assumed the duties of S
,Comand:.ng Officer, b January 191,&. . | . .

TRAINING PROGRAM AT BOCA &mom FIELD, FLORJI)A

Origine.uy there were eleven PBY-S (OA-lO) or Catalina Aircraft,

s reqnisitloned for the institution of a Training Program, at Boca

 Raton Field. Three of these were rendered non-servicable due to

I ,broken nose wheels and one rendered temporarily non-flyable due to

© the bend.mg of both propeller props, when an open ocean landing: .
was made on high swells, eighteen miles off the East Coabt of Florlda,
on 17 January 1944, The seven remaining planes were flown daily, -
‘as weather permitted. The following Naval Pilots (Ia.eutenanmrbenlor :
Gra.de), ROTHENBERG, DAHL, and CAIROW, attached to this organizatiam
Tor instructlonal purposes, tested the nine firbt pilots for thelr
ab:.l.\ty to make water landings in PBY's. o ,

A1l of the Co—P:Llots N rece:'..ved aupromately f_;,t‘teen houms oi‘
flying time in the practice of water landings -at Lake Okeechobes,
under the direct supemsion of the same I\ava.l Pilorb Instructors. '

A Program of 1 strument Flymg “‘Was ushered in vy Lieubenant's
: scmmm :’fs“IENTJES, WINTERS, MARTIN and FAZAKERLY. Each Oificer was
- the. reciplent of approximately four flying hours of instruct:.on. T he

S

eutenant DALI ’ of the Br:.t:.ah Air bervice Rescue School gave tedh-
nical advise to the 1lst Emergency Rescue Squadron Personnel and con=~
: d.m..t.e_d a _series_ofk lectures pertinent to Sea Rescue Act:p.vit.y.




. NAVIGATIGH FLIGHIS CONDUCIED FROM BOCA RATCN FIELD, FLORIDA
oy
HARLINGEN, Tﬁ:XAS, bAN Amuum, TEXAS AND NiW GRLEANS, LUUISIANA
 Flight "A" - Pilots (GRAY, JARMAN and BILSLAND) left Boca Rabon

‘ Florida, 26 December 1943, for Harlingen Field, Texas via New
5 ,Louis;xana.. F]ylng time approﬁmate]y ten hours and thirty

On 27 Decenber 191;3 the crewa m:.t.ed Mata hiorae, Mexico.

AT On 28 December 191«3 ,they flew from Har].ingen Fle.i.d ‘ T_exas to
L ~Shrevepwt,Lou131ana, flymg time iour hours, ‘
= Captain M'b Crew remamed overnight at Shreveport Loulsz.ana., "
o while Lieutenant's JARMAN and BILSLAND with their crews, continued. -
: )gtneir fliglrb for another hour landing at Selman Field, Louisiana, com-
-* . °  pleting the return trip with the first day and night navigation flight
¢ to Boca Raton Field, Florida. rlying time on retura journey seven
. hours and one-half.i Total Flying time for round tr_Lp, twenty three
N hOllI‘S. ¢ - N @

- thh’c. “B" Pilots (MORK EISEAN and EILBURN) 26 December 1943 .

C flew from Boca Raton Field, Florida, to San Antonio, Texas. Flying
o 'j't:ume eleven hours- Remamed overnight at San Antomo, Texas, .

L 27 Becember 19&3, they flew from Sar Antonio » Texas to. Harlingen
e TField Texaa s tnere to. jo:m Fligh‘b AW, Flying ’c:une tw_o and one-half
. ‘,,hOBI‘B. e » ’ ‘ . . : : . o

e Dacanber 1943, ‘delayed at Harlingen Field, Texas, in o?der to
, repa:.r dama.ged rudder of Plane No 81;0 caused by a B-21,, whlch tax:.ed
f':::.nto it. . v

e 3 -:December 19‘1..3 s retumed from Harlmg;,en Fleld Texas to Boca M
= Raton F:Leld - flying time nine hours._ Total rlying t:une twenty—two ‘
a.nd one half hours. : L

y was poor and the ceiling low. The Flight circled -
and watched the start of the Sugar Bowl Game, later
unicipal- An.rport Because one hundred Octane gasolirie
?,‘Vat Kew Orleans » the Flight proceeded to Pensacola, :
Vis:.bility was at that time about one-




i e ubenant BI-EI“M continued on to Fanama, C:L’oy, Florida, where
‘ﬁo ang %s crew rema.ined overnight, 2 January 1944, they took off at
e 7‘0830 from Pensacola, ‘Florida, and flew to Boca Raton Field. Ship No
851 flew direct, while ships No 840 and 860 :t‘lew the an.rways Flying
‘gtme not reporbed. G .

bl&.ARCH MbeON FOR THE UREW UF A B-—lS - 15 JANUARY 191;1;

e e Flights “A“ and ngn partlcipated Atlantic waters were patngled R
e e m a parallel search to a point 405 nautical miles. southeast of Boca
~ Raton and-East of Nassau, The only ship discovered was a B-25 which
. had’ ‘crashed on a ‘beach, but was obviously abandoned. The plane bore
. a British 1 griia and had evidently crashed a month prior to this _
e »search. ;B se‘ of frontal weather the flight was unable to return to
 Boca Raton and . actmg on orders received by radio from Magor HbNSL::IY
~ remained overnight at the Air Transport Comaand Field, in Nassau.
S Accrued flying tm seven hours and forty-five mimxt.es. .

by The populace of Eassau was exbrmely hospltable as was: at’t.ested ‘
by crew members who found that Canadian Club Liquor and "coke" were =,
: ’available at the exorblta.nt price of ten cem.s per drink! S

s 6 Jan ry 19:% - Search was*'cont.inued at lOOO EWT. iaters South-

a}east of Nassau were patrolled for eighty nautical miles. A parallel

~ _search of ihe assigned areawas completed and the flights returned to T
~ Boca Raton Field, Florida on a reciprocal course parailel to the search =
[ S p:ttem flom the prev:mus da:y’. F]:,«J.ng time three hours and twenty win-

RV es. : . i
It mll be noteu that . the area covered by our planes was ret.raced
- _by -a .number of B-24's from the Radar School -at Boca Raton Field, Flor-
« - ida, but neither the B-18 nor its survivers were located. _

smaca mssmﬁ FOY% B-18 - 2 FEBRUARY 19k

Flights "B" a.nd. "C" part cipated. The- lost B-18, had ‘been prev:.ous
by the Navy but the crew had not been rescued. The area to
el ‘ ‘was estimated to lie two-hundred miles Nortliéast of Nassau,
. An exbended formation of six ships was employed. Lieutenant Colonel

= ‘PARDUE,?;ﬂying in the lead ship, commanded the search, The mission was
Flymg titne eight hours and twenty two mimrhes.

SE.ARCH FOR ONE B-l'? - UFp TAL%PA BAY b‘IDRB)A '

Febrmry l9hh Pilot.: (BILbLAKD R JACKSON a.nd TUREIBULL) Take-off
':Raton Field, Florida, landed at Drew Field, Tampa, Florida 2100,
ma.:med overnight pending search. Three planes par-
ission- wh:.ch extended over a perx.od of five days, from
1944 to 1720, 10 February 1944, ' The planes departed
91,1.,. at 1810 for Boca Raton Field, Florida and landed
: The accrued fly:mg time is thus recorded' '

- 2nd it BIISLAMJ , 35 Hours

- 2nd Lt- JACKSON : 18 Hours

1st Lt TURNBULL - 21 Hours




' Flying time six hours.

i
i #

P

A

- The Bomber for which the search was conducted was not locé.ted,

EENE .

NIGHT FLIGHTS

' .The only night flight conducted was on 25 Januvary 1944. Pilots,

. RISMAN, MILBURN and MORK participated, The entire course was flown

by instrumsnts, with an serial itinerary to iiami, Key: West, Tortugas,
8t petersburg and liorrison Field, whth return to Boca Raton, Florida.

- MISSION KO 13 - GUNNERY PRACTICE

. Mission Nd 13,Gurmery Practice was carried out on January 13th

g ‘and l4th, 194, sixty miles out at sea., Each enlisted member of the

~ crew was required to fire two-hundred rounds of fifty caliber Machine

‘gun ammnition, each officer was alloted one-hundred rounds, The PBY's
 flew in wide circles and the gunners fired from an altitude of, five-
‘hundred feet at rocks below, C o o

T ‘landings at Lake Okeechobee, Instrument Flying, Night Searches, Sea

LR Prior to’ caming to Boca Raton Field, Florida, the following Pilots

‘Rescue Work, Navigation Fuel Testing, Navigation Inverception and Code

e

o

. Ingeneralthe ‘training progran consisted of making numercus water - .

. had been accredited, by the Navy Department, with accumulated Flying Time
~ as tabulated: - L o _ » R

BLEIER 70 hours S . JARMAN 98 hours 5 minut

BILSLAND 68 hours 35 minutes ‘ MIIBURN 79 hours

~ EISMAN = 68 hours 5 minutes - = BELL  .100 hours _
GRAY Nome T - TURNBULL 82 hours 5 minutes

 JACKSON = 64 hours 15 minutes - ' WALKER 60 hours

D eae

~ The total hours of Training in PBY-5 Aircraft, at Boca Ratcn Field,
Florida is recerded by Flights and Crews as shown below: : §

HEADQUARTERS AND CPERATIONS OFFICERS

 PARDUE, LITTLETON J Commending O 34 . 00
. WEILS, ROBERT B~ Operationgg@. 28 20 °
WALTON, WALLACE G~ Fligut v 69 25
RUCKMAN, THQWS X Flight wB* .27 = .25
GRAY, MERRICK 4 - - Flight "an 19 50

. FLIGHT nan

Pilot 134 35
Ce~Pilot 5L - 50
Navigator 114 Lo

CHN F._. . Crew Chief 148 ~ 15, -
CANTONIC A Engineer. ~ 160 25
IBUR Radar Operator ‘66 00. -
Rg.dio‘ Operator 120 . 50

10

es E




A NM :
" _BILSLAND, MONARD m
- LASHER, ROBERT F-
e mvm, 'ROBERT P
~ WILSON, PERSON M
= ,WOLEK, JUSEPH B
. SMITH, DAVID L
‘ gGANIvOE &m.zm& F

,;f;ﬂ;,;ms, okaw P
=777 LYIR, VERNON J

- GILL, SAMUEL A
. BOLLES, GERAID R
| S, HARCLD A

 MILBURN, VALTER B JR

 BUSBY, MURHBL
~ HAYNIE, OTHC J
 COX, ALIEK B

. CLAXTON, WESLEY A °

. HENDRIX, LOUIS I
| BOLS, HAROLD 4

'al&m, cmamo F
HILLARD, CHanLss D
WIIT, JAMES H
. WHITE, Gmm F
UTLEY, BILLY H

BIRARD, LOUIS
BRG;*?& DAN G
, ELER C

FLIGHT "A"

DUTY
Pilot

- Co-Pilot
_ Navigator

Crew Chief -

 Engineer
- Radar Operator

Radio Operator

pilot
Co-Pilot
Navigator

Crew Chief

gngineer

 Radar Operator -
- Radio Cperator .

- FLIGHT "EV

: Pilot

Co—?ilot'
Ravigator -

Crew Chief

Engineer
Radar Operator

Radio Cperator

P:Llot

_bo—i*a,lot :

Navigator

‘Crew Chief

Engineer v
Radaxr Operator

'Radio Operator. -

‘Pilot

Co-Pilot
Navigatcr
Crew Chief

 Engineer '
. Radar Operator

Re.dio Operator

| FLIGHT ngu

} Pllot ,
- Co=filot

Navigetor

 Crew .Cuief

Engineer
Radio Operator

~ Radar Operator

Lo

107

156

156
182
178

177
107

~ 108

79
103

96

130

322

72
136
15

9

75

107

- 139

117
104
168

1130
106

92

- 127

136
15

136

120

126

175

194
150

128“

"HOURS. MUI'ES
160

[

25

15 -

05 -
50

15

25

50

50 .
10

30
20
10

20

25
55

50

L5

10

50




g T ‘
[

oo el
o

" FLIGHT nCv
Bwnm EDUARD W . pdlot 87 50
:  Cogrilot &% 35
S ~ .Nawvigator 89 . 35
o . Crew Chief 115 . 05
S - Engineer - 795 00 L
L ~ Radar Operator - 95 20 S
I - Radio Operator - .20 - 00
- Pilet - RELR L0
it -Co Pilot = 9% . 50
‘Navigator ‘ . 96 .00
e ~ Crew Chief - 163 10
o - Engineer 18 . b5 : SRR
“Radar Operator 61 30 ST
‘Radio Oparator. 165 55 , |
. Té o SMY

: Several events sta.nd out" v:.v:.clly in the m:.nds of everyone assn.gn—- '
,}ed to the Squadron, Principally due to’ repet:.tioq. ~ Clothing, {lying
~equ3.men‘b and ‘Tecords were - -checked, -rechecked and double-checked with

'almost dai_ly regularltg. \

Even the hedacal ﬂepart*zent got its suare of ;_,ood-natnred banter R

5~for the exammanon of dog- tacs, forms 79,8l and 206, was a continuous

jtsource of. comnent ‘Those requiring "shoh\h for the comnletion of their

‘zmmtmn.zauon records were hunted umrelentingly and were administered their
~ dose of vaccine wherever found., Kven the sancr.uar,y ot tne planes was

o mvaded. :

et 15;‘;‘ ttul tha.t any Squadron within the continental limits’
R _ef the ted States was more adequately prepared and tailor made, to
ons, than was the ist Emerbency Rescue Squadron, ot

° Much Jvaluable mfo tion was gleaned from tie lectures deln.vered ‘
‘sub,}ects elatlve t Jmlgle ;a.m(}cean and Desert Survn.val. ' v
iscus }on on camoui‘labe was_most instructive, It 1s mterest-_ ,

; ote in this connection, that Private First Class Giza, Flight

", and Serceant Dill, Fligit "C", have had previous ex®rience in

ainting and drawing respectively, whlch training should contmsmte
ably to camoui'lag,e procedures whkthin the oquadron. ' .

ther hibhlivh’c m our stuy. at Boca Ra‘con Fleld was a- three—daf
ducted along strictly "GIW ‘lines, D:.xi‘icultles experienced
‘ omed @on or taken llghtly, for we will short]:y’ have '




On 7 Febtuary 19 ,l;l;, the Ofi‘léer enl:.s’ced personnel ran an
ration course at Boca Raton Fields The total length of which
’tely; ive-thousand feet, The time reqm.red to cover the
et at a minimum of forty-five minutes, The obstacles encounter-
nderbrush, scrub trees, mesh barbed wire entanglements and an
se Florida sand, The barbed wire obstructn.ons were
e beglmﬁng and the end of the course, " Concealed snipers
| le suits took tpot shots" ab the supnosed enemy =
S d ground hiding places. _ The course was pock-marked
., with "fox oles“ and roped off areas, containing charges, were explod-
ed. laen‘:m mackmxe gun nests. fired blanks at the dodging runners, ,
' ; ss a moat over a taut rope by the Sloth method, ie

oo byl e progress with the body suspended. When the Squad-
el ;}fron i‘:mis 'itms ‘dirty from grime and sweat. . _That evening the

. number treated in the D:Lsnensm was testimony to the morous WOrk-
Lot out it ‘had I“ad e L RR L N N ‘ - S

ey on 11 Fe'bruary 19&-&, the Oi‘f:.cer.. and enllsted men played an
‘,;,;Offlcs.al Game of ‘touch football to a scoreless tie, exempliﬁnng the
~ fine spirit which exists between Officers and enlisted men in this -
i ?Organlzation. The game wWas pla:fed accord:x.ng to rules with regulation -
b }per:;.ods - time-outs and halves, ZEveryone had a good time and it can -
-~ be trubhful]y sald uz;a“c no_one went away feeling d:.sagreeable or s o
"iwzhaapy. L ~ : o :

DI:SMMTIOM U‘Hﬁib:m

R A’c 0815 s F’rn.daa 18 February 192;-&, O.Lf:.cers and enlisted men were
~ assembled along the tracks in uhe warehouse are awaiting departure,

-vﬁule uhs troop train switched cars. The traz.n was made up of a-bag- -
' ; ‘E}fflcer's Pullman, two troop carrier cars, two enlisted

ans and a Kitchen car. The train chug&,ed out of the field, -
0 the accanpanment of music played by a "GI" Band, which

! CQTE 1S farwell contribution. Major COUNSBIMAN acted as

o The feelm° of nostalgia which should have been present

at the leash, were at last on the move. Anybi ing was
o. frenzled :.nact.:.v.;t,,f.

"“ch bdth t.lc ed the palate and satisfied the appetite, The compass
o:.nted 5.n a Northerly direction of travel but could otaerm.se give
5 our destmat:.on. @ e :

6 axed hot and bets were placed on st.ag:m5 areas known
Bastern Seaboard from Savannah to Boston, Those complain-
ep were amply gratified. Aside from playing cards
lse to do, Arival at”‘ﬁlcl‘mond V:.rgin:.a, prec:.pitat.-
discussions; but when another engine’ *ﬁooked onto the rear of
arted East the mystery was svlved, ‘We were headed for
‘somewhere in the mmediane v:cinity. Such :x.t. proved t®

or the men, who for seventy-eight days had been impatient-

Th rain cooks excelled themselves in preparlné, and serving meals,

1
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