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From Poga Al

Ferguson said he siili believes the ot
is bogus. “I'm no1 cozvinged thal whal
has transpired hzre is l2cal by stne law,

“Bver il it were lzz2l, 1housh, | am
convinczd that the public didn't know
abouwr iv.”

Coropz dzl Alar rzsidenis have ex:
pressza jury ovzr the planned 101l boaih,
which they s efiizizls 1risd several
] th

"I have anzndzd what sesms 1o be
dozzns and dozens of meelings — about
ElR’s, Coantal Commission mzetings in
Sania Moniza — and naver onze did |

hear a 191l was poing 10 be implied,” said
Luvena Havion, presidant of ths Corona
det Mar Chambar of Commerzz,

People living in Corana dzl Mar fzar
Laguna Bzach moorists will aveid the §)
raund-1rip 1oll and siop using Newport
Coass Drive 10 g21 10 inine, John Wayvne
Airpart and othzr ceniral county dzsuna-
lions.

They believe they will insicad take
MazArthur Doulsvard or Margussite Av-
enue 1o Coast Hishway, boulls nzeking
traffic in their seasidz villape.

Smith said ths public kad a1 lzas 10
cpportunitics during 1hz past few vears
10 discover 1he 10llrozd wouid overlup
with Newpart Coast Drivs.

He said the 1ollbooth was memion=d

in several environmenial impaci reparts,
some of which were the size of big-zity
iclephone books.

Fercuson said that’s ierelevant,

“II | showed vou the chronology of
how | was going 10 rob a bank, and than
showed you the environmental impact re-
porl for how il's going 1o bs done ni
that still dozsn’t make il legal,” he said.

The legislovion permiuing  1ollroads
specifizs @ “parallel” free rowle must be
available 1o motorisis when a 10llroad is
buill. Fergusan said the apency dozsn't
seem 1o be fullilling that requiremeni.

Thornion said Lthe agensy interprels
“paralizl" 10 mean eaisting paraliel hich-
wavs, such as the San Diego, Sanla Ana
and Cos1a hiesa Freeways, must be avail-

able.

The agency is thinking ebout building
& roule around the 10llbooth amwweay, bug
thzir plan doesn't satisfy Newpon Beach
City Counzilman Phil Sansone or Corona
del Mar residz=nis,

Yvonne Houssels, who represznted Lhe
Harbor View and Laguna North neigh-
borhood associalions, as well as the Co-
rona de) Mar Residents Assosialion and
Inine Consepvancy, said the proposed
bypass is too convoluled and out of the
way.

“It is nat acceprable and the 108 must
be removed,” she said.

Sansone, who rzpresents 1he cily on
the 1wllroad apzncv’s operations commit-

lee, said the agency acied iliegally when
il failed 1o 1ell iv bond-halders aboul
Corona deb Mar's protest of the pro-
posed 10llboath.

"None of that go! into the pro-
speclus,” an angry Sansone said “I've
been through that prospectus with @
finc-100thed comb.™

Ferguson agreed, “They hid it from
the public and they hid it from the bond
buyers, and thar's a federal offense,” he
said.

Sansone replaced Councilman John
Cox on the comminee afrer a majoriry of
the” City Council voled 10 ousl Cox, say-
ing he wasn't Gighting hard enough to ge1
the toll removed, '

Fidi

Assemblyman witl talk with attorney general on+
sality of furaing pubirc road intg ollway,

Davio HEITZ, S1amr Wiera

NEWPORT BZACH — Unzon-
wced thal a rollboorh ean legally

placed on KNewport Coust
‘ive, Assemblyman Gu Ferguson
It ask Aunornsy Genzral Dan
mgren fur an investigalion af the
n Joaquin Hills Tollroad Agzn-

"There was so much conflicling
Lsstimony in here 10duy, [ have no
other recourse than 10 ask the al-
torney pencral 1o investigale the
tecality of the procedure thot dedi-
cated public reads 1o become 100l
roads,” Ferguson said Wednesday
aller a iwo-hour meeting with 1oll-
road players.

Ferguson called the meeting,
held @t Newport's urnae Pacific
Club, aher several city oliicials
and hundrzds of residznts floodsd
bis ofiice with protests abeut the
50:zcnt 101l planned for Newpon
Coast Drive.

Hz op=ned the meeling, which
was closed 1o the peneral public,
with a poinied question.

*| have had hierally hundreds of
communizations ... all with the
sume kind of concern. How did
this occur that Lhe tollroad author-

ily is going to placs 10lls on this
public road™ he asked.

"Lxcusz me assemblyman, but
i's complelely above board,” said
Rob Thornton, the apensy’s a1-
lorney.

“Well, the ¢itizens don's belisve
it's above board, and that's why
we're having a hearing here,” Fer-
guson countered.

Thormen said slate legislation
passed in 1987, which was co-
cuthored by Ferguson, explizitly
gives the agency the right 10 build

1ollroads.

Bul Ferguson said Lhe lepisla-
lion s3vs nothing aboul incorposat-
ing previously free roads, such s
Newporl Coast Drive, into 1ol
roads,

A L6-mile ponion of Newpon
Coast Drive, which was buill in
1991 10 handle traffiz generated by
The Inine Cols Newport Coast
housing development, will become
part of the San Jeagquin Hills Cor-
ridor when iI's compleied in 1997,

“How did this land ever pa1

away from vou?" Ferpuson asked-
county lzanspariation direclor Ken
Smith.

Thornton answersd for Smith,
saving the portion of Newpor
Coast Drive that will hecome pan
of the tollway was 1anslerred 10
the ageney under a joinl powers
agreemant  benween the county,
saveral eiies and the TCA.

“"The TCA is the alier egp, if
you wil!, of the counis of Orange,”
Thornion suid.
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atl investigation.





