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TH E 1 2 2 - y e a r - o l d R o y a l S e l a n g o r 
C l u b , n e x t t o D a t a r a n 
M e r d e k a , h o l d s a s p e c i a l p l a c e 

w h e n e v e r M a l a y s i a n s r e c a l l t h e t i m e 
w h e n t h e c o u n t r y g a i n e d i t s i n d e p e n -
d e n c e f r o m t h e B r i t i s h . 

I t w a s i n f r o n t o f t h i s c l u b h o u s e , o n 
t h e n i g h t o f A u g 3 0 , 1 9 5 7 , t h a t t h e 
M a l a y a n f l a g w a s h o i s t e d f o r t h e f i r s t 
t i m e i n t h e c o u n t r y ' s h i s t o r y . 

W h e n t h e n e w n a t i o n ' s f i r s t p r i m e 
m i n i s t e r T u r i k u A b d u l R a h m a n r e p e a t -
e d l y s h o u t e d " M e r d e k a " a t t h e p a d a n g , 
c l u b m e m b e r s a l s o b r o k e i n t o c h e e r s o f 
h a p p i n e s s . 

" W e h a d t h e b e s t sea ts i n t h e h o u s e 
t o w a t c h t h e h i s t o r i c e v en t , " r e c a l l e d 
c l u b p r e s i d e n t D a t u k C h u A h N g e . 

W h a t i s n o w t h e a i r - c o n d i t i o n e d 
c l u b h o u s e r e s t a u r a n t w a s t h e n a n 
o p e n - a i r v e r a n d a t h a t o v e r l o o k e d 
w h a t w a s t h e n t h e K u a l a L u m p u r 
p a d a n g . 

" T h e v e r a n d a w a s p a c k e d a n d m e m -
be r s w e r e c h e e r i n g e n t h u s i a s t i c a l l y , " 
s a i d Chu. 

T h e c l u b , w h i c h i s a f f e c t i o n a t e l y 
k n o w n a s T h e D o g , w a s f o u n d e d i n 
1 8 8 4 as a m e e t i n g p o i n t f o r e d u c a t e d 
a n d . h i g h - r a n k i n g m e m b e r s o f t h e 
B r i t i s h c o l o n i a l s o c i e t y . 

I t w a s a w a r d e d r o y a l s t a t u s i n 1 9 8 4 
u n d e r t h e p a t r o n a g e o f t h e S u l t a n o f 
S e l a n g o r . 

" M e m b e r s h i p w a s n o t c o n f i n e d t o 
r a c e n o r n a t i o n a l i t y b u t w e w e r e 
f o c u s e d o n h i g h e d u c a t i o n a l a n d s o c i a l 
s t a n d a r d s , " s a i d 8 0 - y e a r - o l d B a r r y 
M o r g a n , w h o i s c u r r e n t l y c h a i r m a n o f 
t h e c l u b ' s f o od a n d b e v e r a g e c o m m i t -
tee . 

M o r g a n , w h o h a s l i v e d i n M a l a y s i a 
s i n c e 1 9 4 8 , i s o n e o f t h e o l d e s t m e m -
be r s o f t h e c l u b . 

A c c o r d i n g t o M o r g a n , t h e c l u b c a m e 
t o b e k n o w n a s T h e D o g b e c a u s e t h e r e 
u s e d t o b e t w o D a l m a t i a n s g u a r d i n g 
t h e e n t r a n c e o f t h e c l u b . 

A drawing of the club entitled 'The Dog in Al l its Glory ' . 

The Long Bar used to be off limits for women. 

Azman ... spearheading efforts to 
preserve the club 

"The dogs belonged to the wife of 
one of the club's founders and every 
t ime they visited the club, the dogs 
wou ld be left at the entrance," he 
explained. 

Over the years, the club's member-
ship not on ly increased but also began 
to include high-ranking Malaysian 
civ i l servants. .. 

"They include judges and lawyers 

Nathan. . . 'hash running is an essential 
part of the club's identity' 

and important people in society. The 
fact that we are located so near the 
High Court also made the club a meet-
ing place for the legal fraternity," said 
the club's general manager S A Nathan. 

"The club's r ich history has caused it 
to be held dear not only by members 
but also by society," he said, adding 
that among the record feats held by 

T h e Dog was as the f i rst c lub to intro-

"Hash running is an essential part of 
the club's identity," he said. 

Not only that, members also pio-
neered the 19-a-side rugby game, 
w h i c h has g r own into the strong 
Combined O ld Boys Rugby Association 
(COBRA) that is n o w based in Jalan 
Utara, Petaling Jaya. 

"Up t i l l 1987, the Dataran Merdeka 
field belonged to the club before it was 
taken back by City Hal l . Throughout 
the t ime w h e n we had the f ie ld , many 
activities like cricket and rugby match-
es were held there," Chu reminisced. 

People used to wa t ch the games 
from the Long Bar, a port ion of the club 
w h i c h used to be off l imits to women . 

" M e n w o u l d d r ink and get very 
excited w h e n they watch the games 
and they didn't want the ladies to see 
their exuberant behaviour, hence they 
decided to bar w o m e n visitors from 
the Long Bar," Chu said. 

The club lost some its o ld vigour and 
glamour w i t h the loss of its playing 
field. 

"We were compensated w i t h a piece 
of land in Bukit Kiara w h i c h is current-
ly the Royal Selangor Club Bukit Kiara 
Annexe.,We are work ing to return the 
club to its former fame and glory," 
added Nathan. 

Chairman of the club's external l ia i-
son committee Datuk A z m a n Ibrahim 
has spearheaded efforts to preserve 
rhe club. 

"We are try ing to get the support of 
various bodies to get the c lub recog-
nised as a heritage bui ld ing and inst i-
tut ion," he said. 

According to Azman, the club is l ike 
a second home to members and al l 
hope that it wou ld not be taken away 
from them. 

"It w o u l d be sad i f the bui ld ing is not 
preserved and to see this heritage 
bui ld ing vanish. 

"This is one of the oldest clubs in the 
country and it derives its grandeur 
from history. People have to under-

twined. It is so closely l inked to the 
nation's independence and to preserve 
the club is to preserve history," he 
explained. 

In the wo rds " o f the' late Sul tan 
Salahuddin Abdul Az iz Shah at the 
club's 100th anniversary celebration, 
"This inst i tut ion should remain forev-
er." 


