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J. By Christopher Todd 	 :.•i‘
Government records showthat a small colony of Americans settled on Wren- 77'.

gel Island in the 1920's and lived there until they were kidnapped at gunpoint
and forcibly removed by. Soviet soldiers... Several of the American Arctic—
pioneers died in a Russian prison while. waiting for the State Department to.
act.

Since that time, the Soviets have maintaine&complete control over the'. fOr,
bidding island, and the U.S. Government has done nothing to assert its rightful:2;
claim to the territory.

"We have never had an occasion since the 1920'3 to address squarely the.
question of whether we wished to recognize that the physical and actual Soviet' 2.;
presence on Wrangel Island should be accorded, in our view, formal and undis-'•;:
puted sovereignty over the island and relinquish any 'and all claim. that. we
might have had atOne .tii-ne to it," the legal officer Said in typical bureaucrat-.

They (the Russians) are certainly, in control of it. 'That fact is not in dis-
pute," he said 	 ••	 -	 '

But according to the State Department's own official "Digest of International
La	

k	 t-

Law." the Russians can never be legally'repognized as owners of the territory

Russians in August, 1978, when Wrangel •
Island was proclaimed to be a nature re-
serve•	 „

esx; prose for .an answer. about .%
1;whethsr the State Department ktew that
2.. Wrangel had been used as a 'hard-labor

.• 7concentration catnip or that it was claimed
1;zes American territory when the agreement

•,.;•.tvas signed, the: State "Department legal
,eladviser said: '; k

•I,t14-vould have nci 'Wei Of 'answering
that.1.1 just wouldn't know, to be honest

4;01 th'udi' that the here:tat 'answer to that
probably you will find out is that nobody
had the faintest idea that we ever ,had a •-

-3" elaIni to Wrangel Island:1r	' :
-Department's Cavalier

." tudetving 'away American territory ande	 7
n of human rights did not sit well

with Amy Rep. Robert Donum
-41; "1..franli, Om appalled at the depart.. •,.;
e.nient'4 lack of interest in or sensitivity to

the human rights issue On Wrangel Island.'
s re thinkink Congresi and the people of this
:. ,country deserve some fast and compre-
. hensive 'answers . emit these shocking '!
"disclosures. • And I; far one "intend to ;

eh; esk hopefully get those answers,"

!',ROBER.T DORNAN	 WraPge an 
Is a large Island in the

because of the violent and illegal way they seized it from American settlers: 	 " • e	 . .' •	 Arctic Ocean about 270 miles northwest
"The exercise or display of sovereignty must be peaceful. .. the first asser-''.,. time! affairs at' the U.S. PIA and Wildlife Iv of Cape Lisburne. It was discovered by.,

Was questioned about the 3Vran- Captain Thomas Lang of the New London,lion of sovereignty must not be a usurpation of another 's subsisting occupation :2-7' lrrelee,

	

; • ,	 . .4; gel .Island environmental . projects, his COILO. whaler "Nile" and named by hhn innor contested from the first by competing acts of sovereignty."
"(Soviet occupancy) in itself does not mean that we have recOgnized a leg-:•	 discussion of the ''precise detente; didn't. honor of ikdrniral Baron Ferdinand Petro.

matter that the	 have	 over the island the	
agr with the documented facts.

•	

irki2..,YIC•ll. yr Wrangel.	 on August . 14. -1al	 Soviets	 complete sovereignty	 d,"	 legal .	 „ 11

• •	 . The U.S. didn t send musk an in the-e 
office explained, "and that we Waivectalk..
color Of claim that we might have had.

"We don't choose to pantie
or formally declare otherwise, beeauso Pe"-•
don't see the point in it. To us, it's a
issue. -"The point Ls that nobody really consid-
ers it to be really o very imrortant subject,'
to be frank with you," he added, : • : •

In December, 1974, more than a year

after the shocking facts about Violation

•••••;;

	 Soviet' Union to be placed on Wrangel15-fIn 1880; Captain Cal :/in L;-Hooper:Was ?ei
land," Baysingee said .I'We agreed to ';:i placed in charge of the Bering Sea Pat-

. give them some musk oxen, .end the decte,i;rol, which made him the defect° governor .
z Won as to where'they;were, to pi wasn't7.;:1). Of -Alailcie: Captain Hoofer. 'with a party .

part of OUT dealbigs.	 from the steamer "1 homes ' Corwin" ".
Island was sizinplyn piece of. '.' ' landed on Wrangel Island on August 12,

• •	 2,...,:li`1881 and took formal possession in the ...
However;: - the joint •  'envirinunental:•taine : Of the United States Clevernment

- .agreement of 1974 specifically recognized. •• based on the right of discovery by the e.
......Wrangel Island, not only is Soviet terri-- •‘r-American Barque "Nile" In 1867. • .. •

'tory but as the sits of the musk exea	 •	 U.S. • Coast and Geodetic -Survey
of human rights on Wrangel Island came 	 •	 •	 •Iecs " well: 	 T: ••••	

•	

theallseed this newly annexed island in
to light, the U.S. sig-ned an environmental • :.'.The Iasi American known to have	 "During -the ' first t rine:4er • WI Mei .2 :thallilltrieg Akalts•• The afield surfer
agreement which specifically recognized' ftd the Island was Dr. William J.L. Sladen, &slat sPechtlissa_VIIILMIBIPOItAAte Of rho Woad was tarried out_bY tht CMW
Wrangel Island us Ituaatte wintery.	  2:..an ornithologist at Johns Hopkins Valves" , 'captors sif 4D musk arso es anis*	 0114770611. 	 JohaWY hasrew

This particular agreement, signed	 sky in Baltimore.' Dr. Sladen went there • land and shipment to the USSR for reaero;;.;«ust Riluzd September 13, 1881.:•";:. 	 •
Russell E. Train as chairman of the U.S. to study and mark snow geese that nest on • dement. 'As soon as possible,. the &Met .61,e: Between 1881 and 1910 the island was
side of the Joint Committee on Coopera.2,, ,• the island so that they could be traced . in ; .side will initiate vegetation studies in the '•	 'only by the.American 'whalers and
tion in the Field of Environmental Protec- ,,;_their southern migration, 	 release sites (Taimyr Peninsula and Wren- • hunters of walrus.' On September 8, 1889
tion, was never sent to Congress for ap-	 Despite ' repeated' attempts • by the gel "lane) as pad st . a Program...0f 'fat• .!;'•'. the "US$ Thetis 'went to Wrangel Island
proval. It was quietly buried in the wake „SPOTLIGHT. to interview Dr: ' Sladen, ". changes of Information and specialists In' to reinforce the U.S. claim of sovereignIt....,
of the Ford-Kissinger-Brezhnev Viadive- ;.• he refused to talk about his experiences	 the ecology and management: of musk In 1920 the ship "Adler" of NOM. Alaska 4
stok summit.	 .'• ..i. :t,what he saw on the island.	 '	 •'.. •	 ••,ozen."	 ,•••':.`..with e motion picture company from Hol-r

	

Under the deal drawn up'by the State ! l l. . - "I hope you can see my side,"slild	 Another part of, the agreement :dealt '•':,lywood landed on Wrangel Island to make
-with an exchange of scientists to study po- e: a moviellbOut a polar bear hunt. .• '.; •.:.Department, and the Environmental Pro- ..:. scientist.' "We have a good relation going

lion Agency, three environmental ‘• with the Soviets that is totally non-political lar bear populations. U.S. scientists were %.1 In the summer of 1911, the Imperial •
,,iojects dealing with a transfer of musk • .; and I think it very important that we pre- • never allowed on Wrangel Island for their Russian Steamer "Valgatch" under • the.;
ox on, /narking snow geese and a' polar . ' serve the integrity of that :.. .• ' 'P ortion of the Project- - • command of Konstantin V. Leman made
bear study would be carried out on Wren- - "You are a free press and We' are free •••.• :-"Both sides agreed to study in 1975 tiie7; the first Russiarelanding on Wrangel Is-
gel Island. They would be under the dir- -scientists."	 . -	 • •••	 •	 U.S. proposal for a visit of 11.S. specialist* land... They anchored at the Bay of Kol-
ection of the Russian Academy of Science	 A source close to thesnow geese project" to Wrangel Island in 19," the agree- ....:.chak only long enough to establish
and . the Department of the Interior's • . confirmed that Dr. Sladen was the last . ment 	 •••• .•• •••	 astronomical position of the landing place.W,..	 •
Fish and Wildlife Service.' An exchange of American on the island.	 . • " '• . ' 	
Russian and American scientists was. to .,. "He was there alone. He was invited by
take place freely, but mysteriously only .. the Russians to go, and ho was alone up
one American ever set' foot on 'Wrangel ... there with the Russians. ' • 	 -
Island.' He refuses to talk about it.'	 "He was invited by the people from the'

A spokesman for the legal adviser for .Academy of Sciences, some of his counter-,
European affairs, which is the State De- parts in ornithology over there."
partment's authority on Wrangel Island • .. Our source recognized Sladen's reluct-
and the environmental agreement, tried ." ance to talk, "If he talks then probably''
bluffing when questioned about the role of ." he'd be cut off, and never be able to visit' •
Wrangel Island in the agreement: The again." - . 	 •	 •
agreement itself in 1974 had nothing to do f.. • "I know nothing about the icientific

-ith Wrangel Island. No indeed." 	 • cooperation program," said the lawyer in
But when confronted by The SPOT; the European Affairs Office. "I had noth-

LIGHT with a copy of the little-publicized	 hag to do with it. • , 	 . •
document dated December 12, 1974, -.' • "I am sure that there, are people,
and clearly mentioning Wrangel Island as elsewhere in this building (State Depart-,
the site of the three projects, the State ' ment) or at the Interior Department,'
Department legal flack grudgingly admit- ; who know all the precise details. ':
ted, "I stand corrected."	 • '•	 When Earl Baysinger, chief of interns-•
_

_
'4,-; •

(Last . Week; SPOTLIGHT :pealed
iliat the Soviet Union is holding thou-
sands of war prisoners on Wrangel
Wand. This second.'eoncluding part
describes how, the Soviets took 'over
the Island claimed by the United

•
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