’

* or Jormally declare otherwiso, becauso we

|\‘-

pioneers died in a Russian prison while
act.  -x - :

Jv 'y,. -A:‘-,

Since that txme, the Soviets have xﬁamtamed complete conttol over the’ for«
bidding island, and the U.S. Govemment has done nothmg to assen xts nghtful

claim to the territory. - .7/

\.

" *We have never had an occasion’ smce the 1920's to add.ress squarely the
question of whether we wished to recognize that the physxcal and actual Soviet'
presence on Wrangel Island should be accorded, in our view, formal and undis
puted sovereignty over the island and relinquish any and all claim that.we

might have had at one ume to xt * the le
Dce -

pute,’’ he said. I I : L
But according to the State Department

Law,’’ the Russians can never be legally:

because of the violent and illegal way they seized it from American settlers:
""The exercise or display of sovereignty must be peaceful . . . the firat asser.™ :
- tion of sovereignty must not be a usurpation of another's subsxstmg occupation

nor contested from the first by competing

**{Soviet occupancy) in itself does not mean that we have recogmzed asa leg.
al matter that the Sowets have complete soverexgnty over the 1sland the legal
Y ke, s

‘ p .~By Chnstopher'l‘odd Tl .
' Government records show-that a small colony of Amencans settled on Wran-
gel Island in the 1920's and lived there until they were kidnapped at gunpoint
and forcibly removed by Soviet soldiers. .. AVS
wmtmg for he Stnte Department to v

Several of the American Arctic..

gal ofﬁcer 'szud in typical bureaucrat

PO

TR e

SR BTSN

sown officxal “ngesl: of International  J¢

recognized as owners of the territory

acts of sovereignty.'” - i

office explamed vand that'we wawed.'all :
calor of claim that we might have had. '
*‘Ye don’t choose to pursue lt.formal]y

don't see the point in xt '1'0 us, it's t\ non-- “
issue. |’ v S i

“*The point LS that nobody really consid- i
ers it to be really o very important sub;ect,
to be frank with you,”’ he ndded ce

In December, 1974, more than a year o
after the shocking. facts about vViolation -

PR

‘s

. fLast week, SPOTLIGHT revealed |-
 that the Soviet Union Is holding thou-
sands of war prisoners on Wrangel -
Islund. This second.'¢oncluding part
describes how the Soviets took -over
the island clmmed by tre United
S!ares) Y : RTITRE

-t

of human rights on Wrangel Island came
to light, the U.S, signed an environmental.
agreement which specifically recognized
W rangel Istand os Rosstamrterrfiory——

This particular agreement, signed by
Russell E. Train as chairman of the U.S, °
side of the Joint Committee on Coopera- .,
tion in the Field of Environmental Protec. ;..
tion, was never sent to'Congress for ap-.
proval. It was quietly buried in the wake

stok summit, Tl
Under the deal drawn up by the State
Departinent and the Environmental Pro- .
tion Agency, three enviroumental -
inojects dealing with a transfer of musk "~
oxen, marking snow geese and a’ polar

oAl

.

gel Island. They would be under the dir- .
ection cf the Russian Academy of Science ..
and the Department of the Interior's .
Fishand Wildlife Service.” An'exchange of
Russian and American scientists was.to?:
take place freely, but mysteriously only .
one American ever set foot on Wrangel
Island.” He refuses to tall about it. .
A spokesman for the lega.l adviser for .
European affairs, which is the State De--
partment’s authonly on Wrangel Island °
and the environmental agreement, tried
Lluffing when questioned about the role of *
Wrangel Island in the agreement:. *'The -

agreement itself in 1974 had nothing to do f- .

‘ith Wrangel Island, Noindeed." o

But when confronted by The SPOT-
LIGHT with a copy of the little-publicized -..
document dated December 12, 1974,
and clearly mentioning Wrangel Island as
the gite of the three projects, the State
Department legal flack g‘rudgmgly admit- :
ted, *'1 stand corrected.”’

.SPOTLIGHT to interview Dr.’
of the Ford- K:ssmger-Brezhnev Viadivo- - he refused to talk about his expenences or N

-, serve the integrity of that, . - .
bear study would be carried out on Wran- .-

" cooperation program,’

'l'ho last Amo;lcun 'lmown to have visit:. :
¢d the island was Dr, William J.L. Shdcn. T

L an omnithologist at Johns Hopkins Univer-.

ity in Baltimore. Dr. Sladen went there *
- to study end mark snow gooeso thal nest on -
the island so that they could be lmccd in |
eir southern migration, 1.1t
Despite " repeated” attempt.s by‘ <The.™
Sladen, *

whathesawontheisland. .~ . .".-
.*T hope you can see my sxde." said the
scientist. *‘We have a good relation going .
with the Soviets that s totally non-polxucul

and [ think it very important that we pre- :

“*You are a iree press nnd we are free
‘scientists,”” . “
A source close to the snow geese project

-confirmed that Dr. Sladen wes the last -

American on the island, L e

*‘He was there alone., He was mvned by
the Russians to go, and ho was nlona up .

. there with the Russians, " -~ - ..

. **He was invited by the people from the’
Academy of Sciences, some of his counter-.,

- parts in ornithology over there,” '~ ".o- .

.. Our source recognized Sladen’s reluct.
. ance to talk, “If he talks then probably

he'd be cut off and never be 8l

“I know nothing about the acienﬁhc
' said the lawyer in
the European Affairs Office. _“I l'uld noth-

mgto dowithit, - .|

“l am sure that’ there are peop]e, .

elsewhere in this building (State Depart- ,
‘ment) or at the Intenot Dopartment, .
who know all the precise dotails.’’ :

", geography.’

tory, bu&utho-noonhonukmpro- V:"The U.S.-Coost and Geodetic Suivey
jm:unll PIEETAR %o e A ":!i:thu this newly annexed lsland in |
nummnmqmwm"m of Alaska,. The official

oy Anoum pm of, the‘agreemenz alt

-
o Travel to the istan was banned by the
ussians in August, 1976, when Wrangel
; Island was proclm.med to be a noture to-
ewﬂ.j") AP P i""-“ ¥3 ‘:".. ! ~,"'~,".' Ve Lyt
Whul sreased for..an answer about
;;.whetlm' ‘State Department krew that
-Wrangel had been used as a "hard-labor
rconcentration camip or thut it was claimed
s American territory when the agreement -
as signed, the State Deparlmenz legal H
<‘adviser said:~ ¥ . 3

&
lut. il jusl wouldn‘t lmow to ba honest
ithyou, ! =5 i ot 0
v .,.“I think' that tho honest answer to thut
N -, probably you will find out is that nobody ",
.\ d the faintest idea that ‘we evor had a
® clalm_to Wrangel Island#* 3 4
¥ - TheyState - Deputment s
. _udo £ving away American territory and:
“"violation of human rights did not sit well '
f with firey Rep. Robert Dornan (R- Calif.) =
357 4'] frankly, am appalled at the depurt-
§  miont'j lack of interest {n or sensitivity to -

“-the human rights issue on Wrangel Island. "
ey I think Congress and the people of this ;
ountry deserve: 'soma fast ‘and compre-
- hensive " u\sweru about these shocking
"dlsclomres " And 1, for one,"intend to

"

57 Wringel laland is a large island in the .,'
Arctic Ocean-about 270 miles northwoat “

tional nffalu at'the U. 8. Fish and Wﬂdﬂ!e
"Service, was questioned about the Wran-
gel -Island environmental . projects, his
discussion of the *'precise details’; didn’t
agree with the documented facts, 4,
=.2*The U.S, didn’t send musk oxen to the
Soviet Union to be phced on Wrangel Is-
land,’’ Baysinger, said... !‘We agreed to
' give them some spusk oxen,.and the deci-
- slon as to whore’ thoy were to zo wun't
" part of our dealings. i7"~ s from  the steamer homas’ Corwin® ;.
-1.“Wrangol lsland was almply a pieco ol " landed on Wrange! Island on August 12, -
e e - «*:3 1881 and took formal possession in the
;.- However,? the ' 'joint""onvirénmenm "% name’afl the United States QGovernment
lgroement of 1974 specifically recoguizod . * based on the right of discovery by the
.Wrangel Island, not ‘only as Soviet terri-- "’ Amerlcan Barque **Nile'' in 1867,

Conn. whaler *‘Nile’’ and named by him in M
: honor of ,Adxmrul Baron Ferdinand Petro- =
vich von nngel - IRN,. on August 14, .7

) “Cap i
'placed in chargo of .the Berlng Sea Pat- :
0], which made him the defacto.governor .

" of Mnlh Captain . Hoo!:er. ‘with a parly s

-5

J
ty
o

e
"g

! survey
Soviet specialists olhhhadmurrlodouc_];y tM.cuw
‘capture of 40 musk cxsn s : JolinKedgers” batween A
land and shipment to the USSR for reset:’ ‘wﬂud&pumbor 13,1881,
- tlement. 'As soon as possible, the Soviet - J'« Between 1881 and 1910 the lalnnd was |
.side will initiate vegetation studiss in the : > used only by the.American ‘whalers and
" releaso sites ('l.‘aupyr Peninsula and Wran- -+ hunters of walrus,” On Septembor 8, 1889 A
gel island) as part of & program.of ‘ex- i the *'USS Thetis''went to Wrangel Tsland
chnnges of information and specialists in- " to reinforce the U.S. claim of sovereignty. . B
:the’ eeology and manncemant of musk . In 1920 the ship “Adler’’ of Nome, Alnskuq«
oLl 3 :with 8 motion picture company from Hol-%
flywood landed on Wrangel Island to make &
-with an exchange of scientists to study po- :: a movie'@bout a polar bear hunt, .-
lar bear populations. U.S, scientists were ;*i» In the summer of 1911, the Impenal )
never allowed on Wrangel lshnd for their *. Russian Steumer "Vaiguu:h" under- the
porhon of the project.. .-.; 0 el ide of Konstantin V. Loman made i
.**Both sides agreed to study in 1975 the~: the first Russian: landing on Wrangel Is-
U.S. proposal for a visit of U.S. specialists . :land.. They anchored at the Bay of Kol
to Wrangel lslmd in 19 , “chak only long enough to establish the'§
-ment rend iy . uncal posmon of the landing place. V*

oy

When Earl Bnysmger. chlet of lntema-
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