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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

'VEDNESDAY, 27 NOVEMBER, 1\!01. 

The SPEAKER (Hon. Arthur Morgan, W anvick) 
took the chair at half-past 3 o'clock. 

AGRICULTURAL LAKDS PURCHASE 
ACTS, 1894 AND 1897, AMENDMENT 
BILL. 

ASSENT. 

The SPEAKER announced the receipt of a 
message from his Excellency the Lieutenant
Governor, intimating that he had assented to 
this Bill. 

PAPER. 
The following paper, laid on the table, was 

ordered to be printed :-Annual statement of 
account of the Pacific Islanders' fund. 

QUESTIONS. 
STATE AND PROVISIONAL SCHOOL CONTRIBUTIONS. 

Mr. PLUNKETT (Albert) asked the Pre
mier-

1. Is it true that committee'<~ of State and provisional 
schools. alter findmg the one-filth of the money 
necessary for the erection of schools, have been refused 
the u-.ual four-fifths of the amount hitherto granted by 
the Education Department~ 

2. "'What is the cause of such refusal? 
3. VYhen may school committees expect from the 

Education Department the usual four-fifths of amount 
necessary for the erection of their schools ? 

The PREMIER (Hon. R. Philp, To1vns1'ille) 
replied-

1 and 2. The usual subsidy for work approved has in 
no 0ase been refused; but in some case" the granting 
of the subsidy or the carrying out of the work has been 
deferred, the money provided on the }~stimates being 
insufficient to meet all claims. 

3. When sufficient funds are provided. 
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THE VVEIGHTS AND MEASURES AcT. 

Mr. BARBER(Bundaberg)asked the Secretary 
for Agriculture-

!. Is it the intention of the Government to put into 
force the ·weights and ::\leasures Act, 1898? 

~- Have regulations been prepared and gazetted under 
above Act~ 

3. If not, is it the intention of the Government to do 
so forthwith? 

4. Are the Government aware that repeated promises 
were made, both by the late ~1lnister for Agriculture as 
well as by the present Minister, to have an inspector 
appointed for Bundaberg and district:-

5. Vnll the Government forthwith appoint an inspector 
under the 1Veights and Measures Act for the town and 
district of Bundaberg r 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 
(Hon. D. H. Dalrymple, 11f1xclwy) replied-

The matter is nuder consideration. 

TRAFl!'IC :MANAGERS AND ASSISTANT TRAFE'IO 
MANAGERS. 

Mr. DUNSFORD (Charters Towers) asked the 
Secretary for 1\,ailways-

1. \Vhat number of traffic managers and assistant 
traffic managers are engaged on the Southern, Central, 
and Northern RaHways, respectively 1-' 

2. 'Yhat is the mileage of the Southern, Central, and 
Northern Railways, respectively:. 

3. Has there been any reduction, either in numbers 
or pay, of traffic managers and assistant traffic 
managers during the present year~ 

The PREMIER, in the absence of the Secre 
tary for Railways, replied-

!. Southern, 5; Central, 1; Xorthern, 1. 
2. Southern, 1.523 miles; Central, 591 miles; Xorthern, 

394 miles. 
3. :\fo. 

LOAN Ol' " BLOCKS " TO THE "S'l'REET ,, NEWS
PAPER. 

Mr. DU:'<SFORD, in the absence of Mr. 
Lesina, asked the Home Secretary-

Is it true that the proprietors of the Stl'eet newspaper 
have borrowed certain ''blocks" from the Government 
Printing Office to use for illustrating the Christmas 
issue of that paper? 

The HOME SECRETARY (Hon. J. F. G. 
Foxton, Cm·nart·on) replied

No. 

RETURN 1·e JAPANESE. 

Mr. BROWNE (Croydon) asked the Chief 
Secretary, without notice-

Has he hacl any further info1·mation with regard to 
the return n1 Japanese, which I moved for on the 16th 
October last? 

The PREMIER replied-
! have had the papers ready four weeks, and am 

waiting for the Lieutenant-Governor to receive a reply 
from the Secretary of State for the Colonies, to whom 
he has cabled for permission to publish certain corres
pondence contained in despatches. 

WORK~IEN'S COMPENSATION BILL. 

On the motion of the ATTORNEY
GENEHAL (Hon. A. Rutledge, Maranoa), it 
was formally resolved-

That the House -will, at its next sitting, resolve itself 
into a Committee of the "-hole to consider or the 
desirablenro;;s of introducing ar Bill to amend the law 
with respeot to com]Jensation to workmen for injuries 
suffered in the course of their employment. 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT AMEND
MEXT BILL. 

PROPOSED INTRODt:CTION. 

On the motion of the HOME SECRETARY, 
it was resolved in committee that it was advis-

able "to introduce a Bill to amend the laws 
relating to local authorities in certain par
ticulars." 

The House resumed ; and the report was 
adopted. 

SUPPLY. 
l{ESOLUTIONS REPOHTl!m. 

Resolutions of the Committee of Supply, 
covering the following departments, Public 
vVorks, Justice, the Treasury, and Public Lands, 
were agreed to. 

RESUMPTION OE' COMii!ITTEg. 

AGRICULTURE. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULT1JRE 
(Hon. D. H. Dalrymple, lviackay) moved that 
£7,[)44 be granted for the Department of Agri
culture. 

Mr. MAXWELL (Burke) thought that this 
was a department in which a lot of highly-paid 
civil servants might very well be done away 
with or they should get a little more work out of 
them. He remembered that the year before last, 
when the question of the appointment of an 
Agricultural Adviser was before the House, it 
was thought by members generally that that 
gentleman was only appointed to make room for 
someone else as Under Secretary. As far as the 
Agricultural Adviser was concerned, be believed 
if inquiry was made amongst the farmers it would 
be found that he did not know a great deal about 
agriculture. There was also the Instructor in 
Fruit Culture, about whom it was said that he 
should go a great deal more among those 
who were growing fruit and give them assistance 
instead of staying so much in the office advising 
them from there. The Tobacco Expert was in a 
similar position. Quite recently in the Federal 
Parliament attention was drawn to the number 
of white people growing tobacco in the Texas 
district. The other day he was adjacent to that 
district, and was led to believe that scarcely a 
pound of tobacco was grown by white people. 
It was grown by Chinamen, who took three
fourths of the crops, the white people who owned 
the land taking the other one-fourth. He 
thought they were running into rather too much 
expense in this department. Southern members 
seemed inclined to give all sorts of assistance to 
Southern farmers, but when anything was re
quired for tbe mining industry there was nothing 
available. 

Mr. JIDNKINSON (Wide Bay): He noticed 
that a change bad been made in the form in which 
the report of the department was issued. Previ
ously it was issued in pamphlet form, but now 
reversion had been made to the style adopted by 
other departments, which he did not consider was 
an improvement. He should also like to know 
why a departure bad been made in the direction 
of the report being issued by the Secretary for 
Agriculture instead of as hitherto by the Under 
Secretary. Previously the Under t:iecretary 
was wholly responsible, anrl be dedicated the 
report to bis Minister. Now the Minister 
signed it and dedicated it to His Excellency 
the Lieutenant-Governor. That was not in 
keeping with the reports of other departments, 
and he did not think it advrsable that it should 
be issued in that form, inasmuch af>, it happened 
that there were frequent changes in the Minister 
of the department, whereas the Under l:lecretary 
was the permanent head, and should be respon
sible for the statements contained in the report. 
It was not fair to place the responsibility upon 
the shoulders of the temporary occupant of the 
office of Minister. He noticed that the reports 
of the departments in other States and New 
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Zealand appeared to be in a much more compre
hensive form, and were better got up. They 
were better printed, and nicely illustrated, and 
he would commend those reports to the notice of 
the Under Secretary for Agriculture. He noticed 
by the report that a comparative •tatement was 
made of the expenditure on agriculture in the 
various States of the Commonwealth, New 
Zealand, and in Europe, and from that it appeared 
that the expenditure in Queensland was 18. lld. 
per head, New Z0:tland, 2s.; New South \Vales, 
h. 5!Jd.; Victoria, ll:j:d.; South Australia, 4id.; 
\Vestern Amtrali'l, 8~d.; and Tasmania, 3fd. 
In looking over the reports of New Zealand anr1 
the neighbouring States he wn.s inclined to think 
that they got much better value for their money 
than the Queensland department did. He cer
tainly could endorse much of what had been 
said by the member for Burke with regard to 
the many salaried officers connected with the 
department. :\Iore especially the appointment 
of the Instructor in Agriculture should be taken 
intc consideration. It appeared altogether an 
anomaly that the: Under Secretary of the dR
partment should have a subordinate who was 
re?e!ving a much larger !\alary than he was re
ceJVIng. 

Hon. A. S. COWLEY : Dr. Maxwell draws 
more salary thou the JYiinister. 

Mr. JENKINSO~: Dr. :\Iaxwell was paid 
from other sources than that of the Agricultural 
Department, and was not on the <:ame footing as 
1Ir. ::\IcLean, as the hon. member well knew. 

:\lr. \V. H.HIILTOX: He spends most of his 
time in iYielb.mrne. 

:\1. JENKINSON : Y eo, and it appeared 
altogether wrong that he should be gallivanting 
about down south advocating the views of a few 
people. Ou page 3 of the report he found that 
the Minister broke ground altogether apart from 
the ordinary report of departments, and it 
appeared as if he extended an invitation to 
farmers to organise for political purposes. 

The SECRETARY E'OR AGRICULTL'HE: \Vhere do 
yon find an invitation to them to organise for 
political purposes? From what phrase do you 
draw that deduction? 

Mr. GIV!lNS : From your own report. 
Hon. E. B. :B'ORREST : "What paragraph? An 

imaginary one, I expeet. 
:\Ir. JENKINSON : No; it certainly was not 

imaginary" He was under the impression that 
members had read the report. 

Hon. E. B. l<'oRREST: Y on will not find that in 
it. 

:\fr. JENKINSON: \V ell, he would read the 
paragraph in question-

Perhaps in no field of action do the Continental 
societie"' exercise surh a potent inHuence as in the 

legislative sphere. A tendency to central
[4 p.m.] isation is undoubtedly a marked feature of 

some Continental Governments, but that 
feature has little cllance to assert, itself very promi
nently where agricultural intereo:;ts are concerned. 
Speaking generally, uone of these Governments ventnre 
on le.e;islat,wn affecting such interests without ascer
taining views of the farmers regarding that legislation. 
Usually those views are obtained through consultative 
councils composed maiuly or l'epresent.atives of the 
agricultural societies. rro these societie~1, moreover, is 
in many ca,,Bs entrusted much of the administrative 
work of the Department of agriculture. 
After that came a quotation from a recent 
writer, as follows:-

It is w0rth noting that foreign State"~ refrain from 
burdening their agriculturists with taxes for revenue. 
They make the foreign importer contribute to their 
revenue, and by so doing at once relieve their people 
from taxation and protect their industrial enterprises. 
This result may be held to indicate ignorance of the 
trne principles of political economy. 

(Government laughter.) He would say, paren
thetically, that that was not the proper place for 
a remark of that sort, but he supposed the hon. 

gentleman was so used to chopping logic in that 
Ob am her that he could not get rid of it when he 
got into his snnctw1n sctncto'rum. 

Mr. B.~RTHOLOMEW: \Vhat do you mean by 
political economy? 

Mr. JENKINSON : He was not there to 
instruct the hon. member, and it would be no 
use attempting to tell him. 

Mr. Me MASTER: You can't. 
Mr. JENKINSON : To finish the sentence he 

had mentioned-
But it at least shows the power of perfect and far

l'eaching organisation on the part of the farmers. 

Then there was an a~terisk directing them to 
this footnote-

The latest triumph of the Agrarians is the new 
German tariff. 
Indicating that the agriculturists, by combining, 
had exercised an influence on the framing of that 
tariff, which was purely a political matter. 'l'hat 
was what he had referred to. He might be 
right, or he might be wrong. He also noticed 
in going through the report that the Secretary 
for Agriculture suggested that it was advisable 
to institute a Queensland chamber of agriculture. 
He was led to believe from papers he had 
received that that had been constituted, but 
whether it would carry ont the functions that 
were outlined in the report was more than he 
conld tell ; but, judging from the balance of the 
report that was submitted to them, the depart
ment needed the guidance of the outside people. 
A hint was thrown out that there was someone 
known to the department who would be a com
petent person to report on the condition of those 
societies. He had not the slightest idea who that 
gentleman was, but he thought that the Depart
ment of Agriculture had created already quite 
sufficient new offices without creating any more. 
He found, from a report that was laid on the table 
a few days ago, that during the last ten years about 
£13,200 per annum was expended by the depart
ment in new appointments, and it was a moot 
point with him whether certain branches of the 
department were really worth the money that was 
expended on them. 

Mr. BARTHOLOMEW (Ma1'ybo1'o1•gh) dif
fered from others who had spoken with regard 
to the salaries that were paid, and with regard 
to the st,,tement that there were too many 
experts in the department. The hon. member 
for Burke had cast rather an aspersion on the 
Fruit Expert. The hon. member said that Mr. 
Benson simply worked in his office. Now, he 
knew for a fact that :\Ir. Benson paid periodical 
visits to the orchards in the Maryborough dis
trict, and showed the orchardiRts how te spray 
and bow to kill scale, and so on. He did not 
think there was any man in the department who 
worked better at his business than Mr. Benson. 
It was amusing to hear the hon. member for 
Burke speak of the large amount spent on dairy
ing, when the only item in the vote for dairying 
was an instructor at a salary of .£157 per annum. 
They were led to believe, more especially by 
the Secretary for Rail ways, that dairying was 
the coming industry, and yet that was all that 
was being done to help it. In Victoria, in the 
Loan Act of lil98 they gave .£100,000 to assist 
the Department of Agriculture. Their export 
of butter in 1889 was worth £1,404,830. In 
other parts of the world districts that had been 
languishing had become thorough dairying di5· 
tricts ; and they knew that dairying land could 
be bought in Queensland for a mere song in 
comparison with what was paid for it in other 
countries, and tbat cattle could be reared cheaper. 
InN ew Zealand butter and cheese for export had 
to ~e firaded ; the Government provided storage 
unt1l1t was exported, and reportR were given by 
the graders, and often they were attached to 
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the bills of lading, and contracts were based on 
them. Then there was a dairy service branch 
attached to the Department of Agriculture, 
which consioted of a dairy commissioner, 
assisted by two dairy instructors and five dairy 
produce graders. Practical instruction was 
given, and every information was given to the 
manufacturers of butter and cheese. The annual 
export of butter from~ ew Zealand from 1891 to 
1901 increased from .£100,25.5 worth to .£700,4!)9, 
and of cheese from .£86,675 to £2G5,H04 worth. 
Queensland was satisfied to rest on her oars, 
notwithstanding that everything was in her 
favour. It was the duty of the Department of 
_4._g-riculturc to make p~ovi.:~,ion for the inspection 
of dairy herds, for giving instruction, for pro
viding refrigerated chambers, to go in for grading, 
and for providing shipping facilities. Dairying 
had helped Victoda through the late depression, 
and he was sure it could be made to lift them out 
of the "Slough of Despond" in Queenshmd in the 
;,;ame way. He trusted that the Minister would 
tell the Committee what he intended to do 
with rego,rd to dairying. He understood that 
there was to be a Bill introduced to provide for 
the proper inspection of dairie,s, and other matters 
connected with the industry. 

:\:Ir. BR.O\VNE ( Cro!fdon): He bad no intention 
of going into the department generally, but there 
was one item on which he desired to have some 
information. He had recei verl a number of letters 
from a number of small cane-farmers with regard 
to the application of the \V eights and :Measures 
Act to the wei~·hing machines. He had a letter 
pointing out plainly that a good deal of dissatis· 
faccion existed amongst the producers whose pro· 
duce was always weighed by the receiver, whose 
weight Vl'as final ; also that there was no inspector 
to go round and see that the weighing machines 
were kept in order; and that when the machine 
was tested there was a difference of something like 
2 cw", He had here a. printed CJPY of the corres
pondence between the Kolan Cane Growers and 
Farmer,.' Association and the Invicta :\Iill. In 
18\JG the assnciation appointed e, check clerk who 
wa' the paid ,ervant of the aswciatinn, and everv· 
thing- seemed to go well during th1t ·eason. He 
would read some of the correspondence-

Xorth Kol,n, Sth Xovember, 1896. 
F. Bn~s. Est1., Bundaberg. 

Dear Sir,--I have been authorised bv mv a-;~ociation 
to acknowledge your courtesy dnring V thB ~< :tson no"v 
closed in recognising our check clerk at you1· lnYicta 
)Iill, and in the assistance rendered him in the perform~ 
.ance of his duties. 

Tours respectfnlly, 
C. }lARKS, 

Hon. Sec. and Trea~ .. K.C.G. and F.A. 

Invicta 11ill, 27th Xovember, 1896. 
C. ::\'larks, Esq., 

Hon. Sec. and Treas., K.C.G. ancl F,A. 
Dear Sir,-Your letter to }Ir. Buss, dated 8th 

:Xovember, was duly received, and he has requested me 
to reply for him. R' ~'our check clArk, we' shall always 
be most ha11py to afford officers of your association 
every facility for carrying out their duties. 

Yours faithfully. 
GROSVK'\OR G. FRAXCIS, 

:Jianager for Buss and Others. 

It seemed that things worked equitably during 
that season ; but on tbe 21st June, 1891, there 
seemed to have been"' change-

)Jorth Kohm, 21st June, 1897. 
G. G. Francis, Esq., Invicta. 

Dear ~'Ir,-We have appointed Mr. David Brown as 
our check clerk for this coming season, and \YOuld feel 
much obliged if you would kindly let me know when 
it is your intention to take the tare of the trucks. 

1\JOl-G lll 

Yonrs faithfully, 
C. MARKS, 

Hon. Sec. and Treas., K.C.G. and ~'.A. 

Invicttt ::.\'Iill, Kolan River, 
~3rd June, 1897. 

:1'Ir. Chas. Ma,rks. Kolan. 

Dear Sir,-If you or any of the other cane-growers ure 
desirous of having a repre~entatiYe at this mill this 
season to act as check weighbridge clerk, I shall be glad 
if you will call and SCt' me or cmnmnnicate with me on 
the subject. I shaU only be too pleased to meet your 
wishes in this or any other watter, if I possibly can, but 
I must beg to point out that I can do business only with 
the farmers themselves direct. 

Yours fllithfnlly, 
1Signed1 GROSVENOR G. FRA:'\CIS, 

}lauager. 

There was a lot of other correspondence, but he 
would not take up the time of the Committee by 
reading it all. The gist of the matter was that 
the m><nager of the mill distinctly refused to 
recognise the association through their secretary 
at all; he wanted each farmer individually to 
notify him the name of the check clerk. There 
were se cera! meetings of the association, and 
the matter was afterwards placed before the 
late Secretary for Agriculture ; and he believed 
it was partly on that account that the hon. 
gentleman introduced the \V eights and Measures 
Act of 189R. That Act did not work satis
factorily, ftnd he wns going to introduce a short 
amending Bill which would provide for the proper 
inspection of those weighing machines, and also 
give the growers the right to <Jmploy a chE,ck 
clerk themselves, but that had not been done. 
He believed the matter bad bet'n brought under 
the notice of the present Secretary for Agricul· 
ture, who had stated that he bad a Bill ready to 
bring forward this sesoion. He b:1d several 
letters from farmers in the Bundaberg, Isis, and 
:\1usgrav-e diRtricts, all referring to the san1e 
matter, and he hoped the Minister would be able 
to inform the Committee that be intended to 
bring in a Bill giving the desired relief. 

The SECRETARY FOR. AGRICFLTURE: 
The \Veigbt, and Measures _\et of 1808 did not 
give the powers which the hon. niCrnber seemed 
to tbink should be embodied in such a measure. 
The Governor in Council might appoint inspec
tors under the Act, but it contemplated that the 
local authorities should appoint inspectors to do 
their duty. All that the Department of Agri
culture could do under the Act was to appoint 
a general inspector to inspect the inspectors 
appointed by the local aut-horities ; and as the 
local authorities bad not appointBd local inspec
tors, there was nothing he could do under the 
Act. 

:\fr. KERR: The Act is a dead letter. 

The SECR.ETAR.Y :FORAGRICFLTURE: 
The Act required some amendment, but what 
was required first was some action on behalf of 
the local authoriti"'· That the Act Wa9 a dead 
lettei' was in consequence of the fact tbac those 
who had the power to act had not availed them
selves of it. \Vbat he said at the conference at 
Bundaberg was, not that he would bring in an 
Act himself, but that he would ende:,vour to 
have a clause in;erted in the Local Government 
Bill, which it was thought at that time would be 
brought before the House this session, to make 
the existing Act more effective. So far as he was 
ad vi 'ed, if the local govermmmt bodies would take 
that action which was within their power, he was 
sure the Governor in Council would be 1·ery glad 
to appoint a general inspector to carry out the 
object for which apparently the Act was framed. 
So far, howe,·er, there had been default on the part 
of the local bodies. \Vith regard to the appoint
ment of a check· weigher, he had not heard of 
any action on the part of the mills w hi eh had led 
to complaint. He believed that the millers were 



2082 Supply. [ASSEMBLY.J Supply. 

a! ways ready to offer facilities, and so far as he 
knew, the persons who sold cane were quite 
satisfied. He imagined that if the millers put 
any difficulties in the way of the Act being 
carried out, the persons who suffered would have 
their remedy by at once appealing to the nearest 
cour\. He was anxious to remove any diflicul· 
ties that existed, but he could tell hon. gentle
men that the main reason why the Act had 
failed was became the divisional boards had not 
taken the same action as the municipalities. ·with 
regard to certain criticisms which had been made, 
by the hon. member for Burke among others, 
that the Agricultural Department was of no use, 
of course everyone wos entitled to his own 
opinion, but so far as he knew it was held in all 
countries that an agricultural department w:>s of 
use, and if that were not so, he supposed there 
would not be agricultural departments. H-• was 
not disposed to agree with what had been said by 
the hon. member for \Vide Bay, who among 
other things bad complained of innO\·ations. 
The hon. member was quite wrong with regard 
to the report not being available in pamvhlet 
form as it was last year. The report was 
supplied to members in the usual form in which 
parliamentary papers were put before them, but 
if any hon. gentleman desired to obtain a copy 
in pamphlet form, he could do so. There had 
been no innovation in that matter. In regard to 
the publication of tl,ereport under the name of the 
Minister, the Education Department published 
thBir report in the same way, and in any case he 
did not think it was of much consequence. He 
hoped the hon. member would not take excep
tion to the remark that he appeared to be 
becoming most conservative in his tendencies, 
when he singled out a paragraph in the report 
which dealt with the advisability of farmers 
uniting together as having some special political 
significance. He did not know, if the Agri
cultural Department had recommended the 
farmers to combine together for political pur
poses--that was, for carrying into leg1slation any 
wishes that they might have-that it would be 
wrong so long as they did not suggest that the 
farmers should take one side or another. It was 
a fact that in the dealings that might take place 
between individual farmers and the department 
a good deal of inconvenience existed. It would 
he much better, say, in dealing with such a Bill 
a" an Agricultural Bank Bill if they could deal 
with a body represent::ttive of the farmers of the 
colony. 

Mr. TUHLEY: You do not believP that the body 
spoken of there is a representati \'e one? 

Mr. JENKINSON : "Why, it is a Queen street 
itBtitution. 

The SECRETARY J;'OR AGRICULTURE: 
·what the article said was that no central body 
empowered to speak on behalf of the majority of 
the societies a' yet had been called into exibt
ence ; and he was astonished that the hon. mem
ber for South Brisbane actually scc>fl'ed at the 
idea of farmers joining together for the purpo;•e 
of spreading knowledge and for their mutual 
adv~ntnge. In any case the farmers at the 
conference at Bundaberg expressed their inten
tion of forming oome sepan.te body where the 
general interests of agriculture could be dis
cussed and dealt with, and it was merely on 
that act, taking the text as a topic which had 
exercised the minds of agricultural community at 
the conference, that this allusion had been made. 
He failed to see any objectionable reference in it. 
Tt-en he had gathered from the remarks of the 
hon. member for J'\Iaryborough, :Mr. Bartho
lomew, that he thought that there had not been 
sufficient activity in connection with inculcating 
the principles of dairying; but he would like to 
point ont that of late years the department had 

taken every opportunity of spreading know
ledge with reg-ard to dairying. They had had 

tra veiling dairies ; money had been 
[4'30 p.m.] spent under the Meat and Dairy 

Encouragement Act, whereby a 
gre.<t many dairies and creameries had been 
established; they had entered into a contract 
with the Adelaide Shipping Company whereby 
producers would be enabled to ha Ye the 
use of refrigerating chambers to get their 
produce conveyed to the mail steamers in 
Sydnev. That had been consirlered a V<'ry g-reat 
boon. " Then they had an Agricultural College, 
where young men were being taught the prin
ciples of dairying. Very considerable efforts 
had been made by his predecessors, which had 
been appreciated by tbe public. At present 
they had 53 butter and cheese factories in 
the colony and 146 creameries, and they em
ployed 505 white men. Last year 6~0 tons of 
butter were exported, whereas a few years ago, 
in order to supply the local consumption, they 
had had to import a large quantity of butter, 
cheese, and bf!con ; so he thought the colony 
could be congratulated on the strides it had 
made in tbe dairying industry. The inspec
tion of dairying was a matter which should 
be dealt with from a hygienic point of view. 
That matter had been brought before the 
farmers by the department sending to them 
copies of the measure and asking their opinion 
on it. He might say that the opinions were of a 
very diverse character. It dealt with the prodnc
tion of butter and cheese and with the health of 
the community, and it was considered desirable 
that the Home Secretary, who was responsible for 
the health of the connnnnity to a certain extent, 
should administer it. The Bill which he had 
intended to introduce and the Bill which the 
Home Secretary would deal with were practically 
identical, but there were reasons why the Home 
Secretary, who had more machinery at his com
mand, should have the administration of this 
Act. 
* Mr. BARBER (B,,,,dabcr[J): He had had the 
pleasure of attending the farmers' conference at 
Bundaberg in June last, and he had heard the 
S2cretary for Agriculture contrihute some very 
valuable remarks there. One portion of the 
report on agriculture said-

It is true that once in every year the department has 
an opportunity of lefl.rning the vimvs of the farming 
commnn1ty on some of the mm·e pressing agricultural 
problems. Onee in every year, at the invitation of the 
department, is held a conference of representatives of 
most of the agricultural societies of the State, at which 
confercnec papers are read and discussed, and views 
exvressed which are not without effeet on subsequent 
administration. One lesson taught by an the",o confer
ences ig that. cxtensi\'e as Queensland is, and o<>cupying 
as :-;he dOe"~ an an~ as large as that of all the European 
States together. in whieh agriculture has attained a 
very high degre! of deYelopment, her farmers, howeYer 
widely sep::tratrd tbcy may be physicnll.\", have common 
aim~. common interests, and common difficulties. The 
latest of tlJes.e coufercn~les was held at Bundaberg, anrl. 
was beyond all doubt the most interesting- aud instruc
tive of the series. It was also the mo~t valuable ot 
them: for among the resolntions it :·dopted was onP 
appointing a <>ommittee to frame a constitution for a 
Qnern .. land ehamber of agriculture. The committee 
has completed. its work; and, probably, before this 
report eau be tabled, tlle chamber will haYe com
menced its labours. Those labours, however, will not 
be conspicuou~ly sucf'essfnl tmlesg the new institu
tion is enthusiastically supported by the agricultural 
societies. 

At the time this meeting was held they were 
very enthusiastic about thi" institution being 
established, but he was afraid that if the 
Secretary for Agricultme endeavoured to get a 
consensus of opinion amongst the sugar~growers 
around the. Bundab~rg district and the Mul
grave dbtrict, he would not find much en
thusiasm on that particular question just now. 
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It was no good for the hon. gentleman to 
expect the farmers outside to be enthusiastic 
in thefue matters unless the department attended 
to the needs of the farmem and the sugar
growers. If the department was not prepared to 
make some effort to carry out their wishes and 
desires, and try to settle some of their difficulties 
in these districts, he was afraid that this par
ticular institution would not be a success. He 
wou.lJ l~h.tj !.U t:;.ty Ll1ab a copy ~i th3 Clrct:lar 
which had been referred to by the lead er of the 
Opposition and a copy of the resolutions had 
been sent to every member of the Legislative 
Assembly. 

Hon. A. S. COWLEY : I have not received a 
copy. 

Mr. BARBER : Re was told that a copy had 
been sent to every member of the Assembly. 
The farmers, ever since the season of 1897, had 
been endeavouring to get an inspector appointed 
for the Bundaberg district, but he had not been 
appointed. Another difficulty had cropped up. 
The Sugar-growers' Association desired to ap
point a check-weigher at the mills to which they 
supplied cane. The owners themselves had a 
weigher, and it was only right that the Sugar· 
grower,;' Association should have one too. Any
one who had anything to do with weighbridges, 
as he had had, would know that a large amount 
of traffic went over them-from 1 to 5 tons 
at a time, including cane trucks and other 
traffic. Probably a weighbridge might be 
tested one day to within half-a-pound, yet 
next day it might he several pounds out. That 
arose through the dirt, which was very liable to 
get down amongst the complicated machinery. 
He asked a serieil of questions the other day on 
the subject b<ocause he was requested to do so. 
Even if a weighbridge was proved to be inaccu
rate, it was a very difficult matter for an outsider 
to bring that proof forward. In the Good wood 
district there were s~me very serious rumours 
prevalent, and five small sugar-growers had 
waited upon him last Saturday week, and made 
a statement to him on the subject. If only one 
grower had made those statements he would 
not have taken any notice of them, but 
those five men represented the growers of the 
district, and he considered that the Government 
ought to take notice of the matter and oee if 
those complaints could be verified or not. One 
of the gentlemen told him that he had tested 
loads on other bridges, and when ;,iJnilar loads 
were put upon a cert,ain weighbridge that he 
mentioned they were found to be 2 and 3 cwt. 
short. That would make a considerable differ
ence to the canegrowers of the district. One 
letter he had sent to him went to show that the 
weighbridge was packed with a pine wedge, and 
that made all the difference how a wagon went 
on the bridge. If it went one way the load 
weighed three-quarters of a cwt. le~s than if it 
went on the other way. In the Act, as he read 
it, there was provision for :111 inspector and check
weigher to be appointed. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE : By 
whom? 

Mr. BARBER: By the Government. 
The SECRETARY FOR AGRIC!:LTURE; By the 

persons interested. 
Mr. BARBER: The proprietor of the mill he 

spoke of seemed to ignore the Act, and he 
thought it was the duty of the Government to 
put it into force. The people of the district 
wanted an inspector appointed who would be 
always in the district, and liable at any time to 
visit the mills and test the weighbridges. He 
did not say that the proprietors wilfully robbed 
the sugar farmers, but from his knowledge of 
weighbridges he knew that if a man liked to de-

fraud his clients he could do so. He wanted 
to read a couple of letters he bad received from 
the Farmers' Association :-

G. Barber, Esq., ~LL.A. 

Bundaberg, 
16thXovember, 1901. 

D ~;A It SrR,-At our meeting of the Council of Agricul
ture on Saturday, the following resolution was carried, 
and I was at the same time directed to forward ~ame 
t--:-- ::'·:J'-'· ::;_.,_:_.~: ~:_:~ ?"-::-.;. Y.-. E. ·:J'C:J'C,:;,::.G::. 7-'~t;:._ z.. J."\- p.u: . .-.~, 
that you would kindly bring the same imrnedYJ.tely 
under the notice of the Hon. the }linister for Agricul
ture:-" That this council, representing the various 
branches or Farmers' Associations throughout the Bun
claberg district. expres:; their dissatisfaction and disap
pointment at the fact that, after repeated applications 
and receipts of promises to carry into effect the pro
visions of the \if eights and 2\:feasures Act of 1898, and 
particularly in view of the fact that the late l\'Iinister 
for .tgrieulture expressed his full s~ m pH thy with our 
requests, and fuLLY recognised the urgency of san1e, no 
fnrther action has b~ en taken to frame regulations and 
Hl•JlOint inspectors under the Act, or otherwise to put 
same administratively into effect, and hereby again 
urge th::tt action be: taken without further delay." This 
is a matter of vital importance to the producer, as con~ 
siderable 10;,.5 is entailed by defective 'veighing. 

Tours faithfully, 
C. ~lARKS, 

Secretary Bundaberg C. of A. 

Kolan. 21st Kovember, 1901. 
G. Barber, E~(l , B1·isbane. 

DEAR Snc-At a general meeting of the Kolan Cane 
Growers and Farmers' Association held at Bucca on the 
20th instant, the follo,,·ing resolution was adopted, and 
I was instructed to forward a copy of same to the mem
bers for the town and district, and to rrque:;;t that you 
will be good enongh to bring it strongly under the 
notice of the }finh;ter for .Agricnltnre :~"That this 
a-ssociation feel much chagrined at the negleet of the 
Agricultural DepartrrJCnt to carry into effect the pro
·visions of the "reightR and ::\1easures Act of 189S. it being 
a measure brought forward hy the late ~Iinister for 
Agriculture in due recognition of an urgent need to 
safeguard the interests of the producing com1ntmity. 
,~·e, therefore. Bgain urge that his action be carried 
into effect as was his intentirm." 

Tours faithfully, 
C. MARKS, 

Hon. Secretary and Treasurer, 
K.O.G. and P.A. 

He thought there w•s ample evidence that those 
people felt wry much annoyed and hurt that 
their urgent requests had been taken no notice 
of. By what the farmers told him they seemed 
to think that the department had simply ignored 
them altogether. He brought the matter for
ward in the hope that the Minister would bring 
in some amendment of the Act that would make 
it compulsory on the millowners to have a check
weigher appointed by the Farmers' Association. 
It was not right that big companies should be 
allowed to ignore the Farmers' Association as 
they were doing. 

HoN. G. THORN (Fassijern): All that the 
hon. member for Bundaberg had said might 
have been said in half-a-minute. Re noticed on 
the Estimates provision for an instructor in 
coffee culture. In the .district represented by 
the hon. member for Cairns there was a number 
of small plantations where coffee was grown, 
and, if sufficient protection was given to the 
industry, those small growers would become very 
large growers ; but he was afraid that there was 
an unholy alliance between the freetrade party 
and the Labour party in the Federal Parliament 
to knock off the duty on coffee, which would 
prove the undoing of the coffee-growers in 
Queensland. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE : They are 
reducing the duty by half. 

HoN. G. THORN thought that if that were so 
coffee might be grown profitably in Queenshnd, 
but he was under the impression that the duty 
was to be knocked off altogether. The coffee 
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grown at Cairns was superior to any he had ever 
drunk, and when such coffee could be grown 
here there was no necessity to import any. 

Hox. A. S. COWLEY (Herbert): It was rather 
difficult to understand what the hon. member for 
Bundaberg wanted, but it appeared to him, 
from the corresp<mdence which the hon. member 
had kindly handed to him, thH.t that corre
spondence took place before the passing of the 
amending Act in 1898, and therefor<e there was 
nnthing in the complaint, seeing that an Act 
which was framed to meet the complaint was 
no'v in force. 

l\Ir. BARf,ER : It is not enforced. The mill
owners snap their fingers at it. 

HoN. A. S. COWLEY: If the Act was not 
enforced in r ·gard to the appointment of check
weighers, then the farmers themselves were to 
blame, because, under the Act, they had full 
power to appoint a check-weigher; and if a 
millowner threw obstacles in the way of his dis
charging his duties the farmers had their remedy. 

C\Ir. BARBER: They will not recJgnise him. 
Hox. A. S. COWLEY: Then they should be 

made to recognise him. If they were his con
stituents, instead of those of the hon. member 
for Bundaberg, he would take very good care 
that he was recognised. It appeared t0 him 
that there was some mhunderstanding in the 
matter. Hn might not be absolutely right, but 
to the best of his knowledge and belief the 
parties to appoint district inspectors were the 
local justice<· of the peace-not the local autho
rities or the Government. The Act of 18U8 had 
to be rc·ad and construed in conjunction with 
the principal Act, and section 7 of the principal 
Act provided-

A.o5 soon as con veuient1y may be afte1· tlle passing of this 
Act, :md from time to time as occasion may require, the 
justiees in their respective pett:;: seo;;sions shall appoint 
one or more persons in their respective districts to be 
inspectors of weights and measures for the discharge of 
the duties hereinafter mentioned, and the Governor 
~hall can,..e to be delivered to such inspectors good and 
snfticient stamps for the stamping or sealing ·weights 
and measnreE! used or to be used in the district 
for which such inspectors respe(~tively shall be ap
pointed. 
Then in the second schedule provision was made 
for the fees to be paid to those inspectors. 

::\Ir. 1Ic:\L"-STER : Brisbane appointed an in
spector at the police c0urt. 

Ho:<~. A. S. COWLEY: Under the Act of 
1898 power was given to the l;overnment to 
appoint a general inspector, or general inspectore, 
and he understood that the Government had 
appointed a general inspector. 

The SECRETARY FOH AGRICULTUllR: ~ot 
under the Act. 

HoN. A. S. CO\VLEY was under the impres
sion that Mr. McCulloch had been appointed an 
inspector to control weighbridges especially. 
The grievance of the hon. member for Bunda
berg was with reference to the appointment of 
check-weighers; but if the hon. member would 
turn to the Act of 1898--

:\Ir. BARBER: I know it is provided for, but 
it ie not enforced. 

HoN. A. S. COWLEY : Then what did the 
hon. member want? \Vas he there to condemn 
his own constituents for not taking the necessary 
action? There were a good many canegrowers 
on the Herbert and J ohnstone in his district, 
but no communication had reached him from 
them of any dissatisfaction with the existing 
Act. They had done what the Act required 
them to do, and everything was working 
smoothly. The Act of 1898 distinctly stated-

The owner or proprietQ_r who is responsible as afore
said for providing such weighing instruments shall 
allow and <4'ive facilities to any pm·son from \V horn he 
has purchnsed or is receiving field produce, or to whom 
he has sold or is delivering the same, to observe and 
check the weighing of such produce. 

The person thus entitled to observe. and c!teck t~e 
proeess of weighing the field produce m whwh he IS 

concerned as aforesaid shall also be 
[5 p.m.] entitled and permitted at his own cost to 

station a person (in this Act referred to as 
a "check-weigher") at the place appointed for the 
weighing of such produce, in order to check and take 
an account of the weight thereof. 

A check-weigher, or the person entitle<l to appoint a 
check-weiaher, shall haYe eYery facility for en<tl:>ling 
him to fulfil the duties of check-\veig-hing. including 
facilities for examining and testing the weighing instru
ment and checking the taring of vehirles \Yhere neces
sary ; and. if proper facilitie;,', are not ~ff~rfle~'L the 
O\vner or proprietor or provider of the w~Iglung !nstru 
ment shaH be guiltY of an offence a~a1nst tll1s Act, 
u.-1less he proves t11at he has taken all reasonable 
means to enforce to the be5 t of his power the retluire
ments of this section. 

Then there were other provisions. "\Vhat griev
ance the hon. member for Bund"berg had against 
the Agricultural Department he failed to see. 
If an inspector was appointed under the Act
and he t.hrmght it was better that one: 'honld be 
appointed if there was friction between parties 
-he did not see why the whole of the cc~t should 
be borne by the Government when pr<n-ision 
we,s marle that it should bP borne by the owner 
of the machine, and that certain fees slwnld be 
eh argea ble. 

Mr. PLUNKETT (AZDert) understood that on 
the first vote it was usual to discuss the depart
ment generaUy. He did not wish to deal with 
the matter that had just been discussed, but 
there was another matter to which he wished to 
refer. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRIUULTliRE: 
It was the practice to deal with matters of 
general administratio:> on the first vote; but if 
any hon. member w1shed to refer to matters 
coming under various votes it would con duce to 
business to w~it till those votes came before the 
Committee. 

The CHAIRMAN : The usual course is to 
take matters of administration on the fiHt vote, 
but anything relating more particularly to sub
sequent votes sbould be dealt with when those 
vote; are proposed. For instance, the Agri
cultural Coiie_::e is a matter that wcmld be better 
dealt with on the second vote. 
"The SECRETARY FOR AGRICFLTCRE: 
It had been pointed out clearlyb0- the hon. mem
ber for Herbert that what the hon. member for 
Bundaberg complained of was really tfw. fault of 
the hon. member's own constituents. L nder the 
Sngar Experiments Stations ·\et of 1900, of which 
De: J\Iaxwell was the principal administrator, Mr. 
McCulloch had been appointed an in:;pector of 
weights, and in that capacity he had inspected and 
dealt with every weighing machine for sugar-cane 
in the colony. That was the information he had, 
so that the hon. member c,pparently had no 
ground of complaint, because the thing he de
sired to have done was done, though it was not 
done under the Act of 1898. The funds being 
provided by the assessment on sugar-cane-one
half beiug contribute l by the rnillo!"ller·, and 
one-half by the cane-growers-and that assess
ment depending on the weight of the c me which 
passed through the rollers, it was essential that 
the cane should be weighed accurately. In order 
to secure that, Mr. McCulloch had inspected the 
weighbridges in all the sugar· mills in the colony. 

Mr. BARBER: He was prepared to accept 
that, but :\Ir. McCulloch only inspected the 
weighbridges once a year. ThAy ought to be 
inspected every month. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: That is a 
matter for t.he justices. 

Mr. PLU~KETT asked what Mr. J\IcCn\loch 
was doing, and when he was appointed inspector 
of weighing machines? 

The SECRETARYFORAGRIGGLTURE: 
Mr. McCulloch was appointed on 24th June, 
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1889, and to his present position on 8th 
September, 1894. His salary was £300, his last 
increase being from 1st July, 1895. He received 
£100 also under the Sugar Experiment Stations 
Act. 

Mr. PL UNKETT: That was not an answer 
to his question. He wanted to know wher, Mr. 
McCnlloch was appointed to inspect weighing 
machines? 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
He was appointed on 1st Angnst of this year by 
Dr. 2'\Iaxwell. 

Mr. PLUXKETT asked whether the amount 
of £600 for the Agricnltural Adviser included 
travelling expenses, or whatever other expenses 
that officer might incur? One of the greatest 
anomalies in the whole of this vote was the one 
to which the hon. member for Maryuorough had 
drawn attention, and that was the £107 for the 
dairy instructor. 

Hon. A. S. COWLEY : Who is he? 
Mr .. PLFXKETT: He did no!; know. This 

sum ought to be increased. £157 for a dairy 
instructor was ridiculous. He would like to 
know what this officer did, and whern he 
inspected? 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
It rlid not sPem to him that this was an impro
perly small sum to pay. If Mr. \V inks accepted 
this sum, ond the duties he performed were 
compensated for by it, hB did not know why the 
hon. member for Albert should object. 

Hon. A. S. CoWLJ<;Y : Does he get any allow
ance for travelling? 
"' Tqe SECRETARY:b'ORAGRICULT1JRE: 
Mr. ·winks reporteu on milk, and he tested it 
occasionally. He was attached to the office in 
town, bnt occasionally he lectured or gave 
instrucli-Jn. A large proportion of the inspectors 
in the ~-\gricultural Department, in the Stock 
Department, and under the Meat and Dairy 
Act, were paid £1.'50 a year. Of course it 
would be possible to pay them £300 a year, 
but if the department could Jbtain men 
to perform the duties for £150, it was not 
their busine's to pay them £300 at the public 
expense. 

Ho:s-. G. I'HOR::-<: He could inform the hon. 
member for Albert that Mr. \Vinks was an 
jnstructor in agriculture and dairying. He had 
really taken the place formerly occupied by ::Yir. 
lVIahon, and was one of the most useful men in 
the Agricultural Departm~nt, and a man who 
ought to be paid a higher salary. He was one of 
Mr. :\Iahon's best pupils, and wherever instruc
tion was asked for in dairying or in cheese
making he was sent to give it. 

Mr. PL1JSKET1' thought the hon. gentleman 
was complicating matters, for the gentleman 
that he referred to was not at the Agricultural 
College. 
~, The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
At one time ::\Tr. \Vinks was with the travelling 
dairies with ::\Ir. Mahon. Mr. McGrath was the 
assistant instructor in dairying, but he did not 
travel round the country at all. Mr. \Vinks 
performed certain duties, and occasionally he 
gave information with regard to butter and 
cheese and so on, but he was not connected with 
the Agricultural College. 

Mr. PL1JNKETT thought that if the gentle
man he referred to was worth anything at all he 
was worth more than £1"7. 

Mr. J ACKSON (Kennedy) : Some hon. mem
bers had complained about the number nf exnerts 
employed in the Agricultural Department; and 
no doubt, looking at the list, it was rather a 
formidable array; still he was inclined to think 
that these experts were competent men. As to 
whether the country could afford to pay for 
them that was another matter. He agreed that 
£157 per annum seemed rather a small sum for a 

dairy instructor, when they considered th~ im
portance of the dairying industry in Queensland, 
and when thev saw that they paid £500 to the 
tobacco expert. He knew ,omething about 
dairying, but very little a be, ut tobacco culture. 

Mr. AmiSTRONG: Is he a travelling in
structor? 

Mr. J ACKSOK: He understood the Minister 
to state that this instructor did travel. 

The SECRETAR.Y FOR AGRICVLTcim: Very 
seldom. 

Mr. JACKSO:N: Looking at the importance 
of the dairying industry here he thought this 
official was worth a higher salary. 

Mr. ARMSTROKG : He ought to be made to 
travel. 

Mr. J ACKSOK agreed with that; but it was 
neces•ary that there should be some instructor 
at the college. However, this was nut the time 
to discuss the college. 

Mr. AmiSTROKG: The principal of the col
lege himself is an expert. 

Mr. JACKSON: Yes, he was an expert 
dairy man as well as a general farmer; still it did 
not follow that the principal of the college would 
have to give lessons in dairying. Something had 
been said in connection with the Agricultural 
Ad,,iser, Mr. McLean, getting £100 morethan 
the 1J nder Secretary of the department. Home 
hon. members wanted to know if this £600 
included the whole of the expenses in the way of 
travelling allowances tn the Agricultural Ad
viser, as they were paid to him as l7 nder 
Secretary. He was inclined to think that 
he got the extra £100 as Agricultural Adviser 
which he used to get as l~nderSecretaryfor travel
ling allO\' ance, and that was included in ~h_e 
£600. Some hon. members seemed to tbmk 
there was something anomalous in the Agricul
tural Adviser getting £100 more than the Under 
Secretary of the department; but it did not 
strike him in that way, although the Lnder 
Secretary was his superior as head of the depart
ment. But if they looked at the iviines Depart
ment they would see that the Government 
Geologist got £800, while the Under Secretary 
got only £700; and the same thing applied to 
the railways and other departments. He could 
assure the hon. member for Burke that l\Ir. 
JI.IcLean did his duty to the Agricultural De
partment and to the country by travelling about 
and giving advice to farmers, and that there was 
no more hard-working official in the service. 
\Vhen anyone had occasion to go to the ~epart
and see him, as Under Secretary, at any t1me he 
was always at their disposal. 

lYir. AR}ISTROKG: He ought never to have 
been removed from that position. 

Mr .. T ACKSOX : He was not disposed to find 
fault with that statement. However, it was 
thought bv the Minister in charge of the depart
ment that Mr. lYicLean's services might be of 
more value to the country as Agricultural Ad
viser travelling round the colony. Ther had to 
remember that the services of the AgriCultural 
Adviser and of Mr. Bemon had been largely 
availed of throughout the Bolony at show tinw~ 
by agricultural soc_ieties; and although they went 
to these shows as Judges, he thought these gentle
men imparted a considerable amount of inlorrna
tion to the farmers who visited these shows. 

:Mr. AR)fSTRONG : They learn more from the 
farmers there than they can teach the farmers. 
Don't you know that? 

Mr. JACKSON: He was rather surpri"ed at 
the hon. member saying that, seeing he was 
anxious to have an agricultural college in his 
own district. Surelv the hon. member would 
not argue that there should be no o.gricultural 
college and no experts there! 

Hon. A. S. CowLEY: The college is all right, 
but it is in the wrong place. 
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:Mr. J ACKSON said he was not sure that it 
was in the wrong piace. He would like to see 
not only agricultural colleges hut different State 
farms. 

The CHAIRMAN : Order ! 
:Mr. J ACKSO::'Ii : He was not going to discuss 

the details in connection with State farms, but 
surely he could use this as an illustration of his 
argument. In his c,pinion, the St>tte farms 
should be on a smaller scale. He would like the 
:\Iinister to explain why the services of the 
agricultural chemist were to be discontinued. 
Probably some hon. members would say that 
there were too many experts in this department, 
and they would he glad to see the reduction in 
this direction. He sa\\ that the agricultural 
chemist's services were only down for six months, 
and there was nothing down for the horticul
turist this year, so it was evident that the 
GuYermnent intended to reduce the expenses in 
connection with this department. It had been 
sta~ed thar. there WHS plenty of work for the 
agnculturnl chemist, who rlid all the analysing 
of the soils for the Agricultural Department
that was his special work. He had never hearn 
that this official was incompetent. 

Hon. A. S. CoWLEY : He is too good. 
:Mr. JACKSON: He bad never heard any· 

thing said against him. He recognised that it 
was absolutely necessary to retrench, seeing the 
financial positinn the colony w'tS in, but he 
would be very glad to hear from the Minister 
the reasons for discontinuing the services of the 
agricultural chemist. 

Hon. A. S. COWLEY : You do not want mch a 
high-class man. 

.Mr. TOL::YIIE (Drayton and Toowoornba): The 
report issued by the Agricultural Department was 

one of the best reports issued to Par
[5'30 p.m.] liament, the officers of the depart-

ment having gone to considerable 
trouble in placing matters in which the public 
were interested in as clear a form as possible. It 
~bowed a great amount of research, and was preg
nant with a great many valuable suggestions. He 
only hoped thar, the Minister would be able to see 
his way to put into effect some of the suggestions 
which bad been made. It had been said that 
too much money was spent upon agriculture. 
He was sorry to hear such a statement made. 
For many years to come agriculture must remain 
the backbone of our inrlustries, and it was 
absolutely necessary that it should be en
couraged to the utmost extent. The various 
agricultural experts had been spoken of by some 
in rather a depreciatory "pirit, but he thought 
that taken on the whole they were doing exceed
ingly good work. It was not possible for them 
to _do everything, and it was very likely that in 
gomg from di-;trict to district they received a 
great deal of information. ::'\[ o man could know 
everything about the particular subject in which 
he was interested. No doubt the agricultural 
experts learnt from the farmers, but they also 
conveyer! a great deal of useful information as 
well. :From the table submitted on page 2 of 
the report he noticed that Queensland ranked 
third in re~pcct to the amount of m<mey 
per head which she spent upon agriculture, 
and he boperl before many 0 ears were past 
she would rank first. The money spent in en
couraging agriculture WHS money well laid out, 
and wonld prove remunerative in the long run. 
They knew that the af!ricultural industry had 
progressed by leaps and bounds, and they were 
now reaping some of the useful results achieved 
from the knowledge diffused by the depart· 
mmt. On the Darling Downs especially had 
agriculture made a great deal of headway, not 
only as far as cerealo were concerned, but in the 
kindred branch of dairying. The dairying in· 
dustry owed the position it now occupied to the 

instruction afforded by the dairying experts sent 
rou·•d a few years ago by Mr. Hume Black and 
the member 'for Herbert when they occupied, 
at rlifferent time", the position of Secretary 
for Lands, but he thought a great deal of work 
had still to be done in connection with that 
industry. He noticed that in Victoria the policy 
was stiil being followed out of sending- round a 
dairy expert, not only to the agricultural dis
tricts, but to the larger schools; and in the last 
report from that colony he observed that the 
ex1'ert w bo had visited the schools remarked 
upon the amount of progress amongst his pupils. 
At the beginning- of the ;ession be asked the 
Secretary for Agriculture a question in reference 
to that matter-whether he would take imme
diate steps to follow the practiCe pm sued in Vic
toria of bending round a dairy expert to the 
various country schools. In dairying districts, 
where the children had to follow the occupations 
pursued by their fathers, it was absolutely neces
sary that some training should he afforded to 
them. It was only carrying out the system of 
technical education in an efficient manner, and 
the children who were at a receptiYe age would 
take in the instruct.ion afforded to them, and 
when they left school they could put it to prac
tical use. In Victoria they not only afforded 
that instruction to the pupils, but they allowed 
the older people to attend the instruction classes 
after school hours, if they felt so inclined. It 
w"uld cost a very small sum to carry out that 
plan in Queensland, hecause the number of 
dairying districts was limited. Among the 
list of agricultural countries published by the 
department he found that Hung-ary ,;pent 
the largest amount of money per head of popu
lation, and there was a sy>tem carried nut 
there which he thought might be followed 
here with great advantage. It was the prac
tice of the Government to obtain stud stock, 
and place it at the disposal of persons who were 
unable to import such stock for themselves. The 
result was that Hungary was one of the finest 
horse-producing countries in the world, and that 
was due entirely to the action taken by the 
Government in seeing that stallion,; suitable for 
various classes of work were available in the 
several districts. He thought it would be ad
mitted that in no part of the world could horses 
be bred more remunerati vely than in Queensland. 
They bad a climate eminently suited for the 
horse, and seeing the impetus given to horse
breeding thr<>ugh the action of the British 
Government in pnrchaRing horseA for remount 
purposes in Queensland, they should endeavour 
to c •. rry out the Hung-~rian system here. 

Mr. AR}ISTRO:>'G : The British Government 
have cleared every horse out of Hungary-78,000 
of them. 

Mr. TOLMIE : The hon. member for Bnrke 
had drawn his attention to the fact that in New 
Zealand the Government carried out the very 
idea which be euggested, and no doubt, as the 
hon. member for Lockyer said, the British 
Government had taken out of Hungary every 
ho"'e worth having. He thoug-ht the British 
Government were more inclined to do business 
with Queensland than with foreign countries. 
If the Government of Queensland would see 
its way to follow somewhat on the same 
lines as New Zeala.nd-which he noticed, by 
the way, was ld. ahead of Queensland in its 
expenditure on agriculture-and would follow 
in the steps oi the Hungarhn Government, it 
would be a decided advance. The same re
marks applied with regard to stud sheep. 
Not long ago he introduced a deputation 
to the Secretarv for Agriculture, the object 
of the deiJutati"uni•ts being to impress upon 
the hon. gentleman the desirability of intro
ducing stud sh~ep. On the Darling DL'wns 
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they had immense ~rea,; eminently suitecJ for 
sheep fattening purposes, but at present the 
farmers on the Downs were averse to entering 
into the industry because they did not know 
the proper class of sheep. Tney did not want to 
experiment themselves, because they were- not 
financially in a position to do so ; hut, with the 
State farm at \Vestbrook, the C+overnment could 
!nake a beginnincz. The owner uf the adjoining 
\Vestbrook property even went so far as to 
state that he would give sufficient grass room 
to the 8ecretary for Agriculture for a certain 
number of stud sheep, if they ran short; and 
several other large selector-> in the district would 
also assist in that wav if the Government would 
only take the matter in hand. The time was 
coming when the Darling Dc,wns would be 
~iven over, to a certain extent, to lamb pro~ 
duction in place of whf"1t production. It would 
be one of the finest paying industries 1n Queens
land, as it had proved in :New Zealand. In 
making those suggestions, he in no way spoke 
in derogatory terms of the work that had been 
done by the department in the past, because they 
must all give the Government credit for having 
tried for the la<t five or ten years to grapple 
with the agricult,ural problem and force agri
culture ahead. But tho"e were some of the 
points in which an improvement might be made. 
Another point he wished to bring under the 
notice of the Committee was with reference to 
the State farms. Perh!tps they were not making 
as much use of tho;e farms as they might for the 
simple reason that there did not seem to be 
much inducement held out to the people in the 
various localities to go to the farms. They felt a 
certain amount of diffidence about going, for fear 
they should be trespassing, and he sugge,ted 
that certain days might be set apart br visitors, 
when those in charge would be able to concen
trate their attention on the visitors. The adop· 
tion of that suggestion might help to popularise 
the institution,. 

}fr. Me MASTER (Fortitude Vallep) was not 
prepared tn hear oppositiun raised to the vote 
from the other side. 

::\Ir .• J AC'K80N : \V e are not opposing it. 
::\Ir. McMASTER understood the hon. mem

ber for Burke to contend th>tt some of the ex
perts were not giving an adequate return for their 
salaries. The hon. member referred to the fruit 
expert; but they could not expect to see the result 
of his labours in twelve months, or even in two or 
three years. Fruit trees did not mature in twelve 
months, and it would take the expert more than 
twelve months tn disc >ver means for combating 
the diseases and insect pests that attacked 
orchards. Probably it would take him years, and 
yet the hon. member condemned him because 
there was no fruit from his labours already. 
He believed the vote was one that nn hon. 
member should raise hi< voice against. If an 
hon. member could point to any particular 
officer as incompetent, he had no doubt the 
Minister would soon make inquiries, and if he 
was found to be incompetent he would very 
soon be replaced by somebody else. Some of 
the experts he did not know personally ; but he 
had watched their careers so far as their travels 
through the country were concerned, and he did 
not think that any hon. member could honestly 
say that they were not carrying out their duties 
to the best of their ability. They were already 
beginning to see the fruits of the labours of those 
men. \Vhat was the condition of their farming 
and dairying industry eight or ten years ago, 
before the Government stepped in and sent 
round experts to teach the farmers how to 
manufacture butter and cheese? And now they 
were ex!Jorting hundreds of tons of those articles. 
Every case of butter that was exported brought 
wealth into Queensland. The vote ought to be 

passed without a word of di"s<mt. He ''·as sorry 
that the hon. member for \Vide Bay-the leader 
of the absent party-was not there, The bnn. 
member very often made an attack and then ran 
away. 

The CHAIR:YIAN: Order ! 
::\1r. YicMASTER: '!'be hon. member stated 

th:ct they were not getting value for their ex pen· 
diture in conneution with the Department of 
Agriculture compared with the benefit derived 
in the other eolonies. \Vhy had not the hon. 
member shown them how they were obtaining 
more benefit in the other colonies th<m they were 
getting in Queensland? If he attempted to do 
so, he would be in the same hole that he got into 
in connection with the paragraph from the report, 
when he tried to explain how the Secretary for 
Agriculture wa~ endeaYouring to get the farmers 
to organise f"r political purposes. The bun. 
member cm.;:ld nJt cxpln,in \Vhut \Vn.s n1cant by 
political economy, and, as soon as he found that 
he was in a corner he ran away. They were doing 
the right thing in havinr:: tho;;e officers going 
through thP country advising and teaching the 
farmers as to the beot methods of cultivation. 
The farmers of Queensland had still a great deal 
to learn. 

2\Ir. KERR : How to ba15 potatoes. 
::\Ir. Mc::\IASTER: Did the hon. member 

think it was a disgrace to a man to grow or sell 
potatues? \Vas it not'" honourable as working 
at a, blacksmith's anvil? :For the last six or 
eight years hon. members opposite had been 
endeavouring to capture the farmers' vote; they 
had been clamouring all oyer the country, and 
saying that the Government were doing nothing 
for the hrmers, and now they wanted to make 
out that the Government were paying too much 
to t-he officers in the Department of Agncul
ture. They ought to be ashamed of them· 
selves for raising their voices against this 
vote. The hon. member for Drayton and Too
woornba said hP hoped that in a few years 
Ctueensland would be at the head of the list pub· 
lished in the report of the department showing 
the expenditure on ap_riculture in v.trious 
countries. He believed '-tueensland was at the 
top of the list now. According to the list 
Queensland was only 3d. behind Hungary with 
respect to the amount expended annually per 
inhabitant, and only ld. behind New Zealand. 
In :New Zealand the estimates of the depart
ment included appropriations for the inspection 
of dairies, the collection of agricultural statistics, 
and the destruction of rabbits. In Queensland 
the amount spent in connection with rabbits was 
not charged to the Department of Agriculture, 

Mr. STORY : It would swamp the department 
if it was. 

Mr. Mc}IASTER : If that amount was 
charged to the Agricultural Department, as it 
was in :New Zealand, thio State \Vould be very 
much ahead of :New Zealand. Then in Hungary a 
very considerable proportion of the agricultural 
vote was applied to the purchase of l":rge estates 
with the view of dividing them mto small 
holdings for the peasantry of the more congested 
districts. If we had the expenditure under the 
Agricultural Lands Purchase Aut charged to the 
Agdcultnral Department, Queensland would be 
head and shoulders above all thf' other States in 
the matter of expenditure per head of the popu
lation upon agriculture. 

l\Ir. l\IAXWELL: That shows you are not 
getting as good value for the money as in New 
Zealand. 

Mr. Me MASTER: It showed nothing of the 
kind. Did the hon. member expect the fruits of 
the labours of the officer;; of the Agricultural 
Department to be seen all at once? \V ben an agri
cultural expert visited a district did the bon. 
member expect the result to show itsblf within a 
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week? They were doing good work, and the 
result would be Reen in years to come. He did 
not believe any hon. member could honestly say 
those officers were, not doing their duty ; but if 
any hon. member thought any of them incapable 
of doing their duty, let hi in be man enough to 
name them, and let then: be dealt with. To say 
that the country was not getting value for the 
money expended was a gross libel on the officers 
of the department generally. 

Mr. MAX\VELL wished to emphasise the 
fact that the country was not getting value for 
the money expended. Quite recently he was in 
the Stanthorpe district, where he saw cherry
trees twelve years of age-trees that ought to be 
at their best-gumming and dyimr, and the Fruit 
Expert had never been there to give the growers 
advice. If the experts had gone into the district 
and given the farmers the benefit of their advice 
they would have been able to overcome some of 
their difficultk<. He would not care if ten times 

the amount of money was being 
[7 p.m.] spent on this department if the 

results obtained warranted the ex· 
penditure. But that was not the case, and he 
objected to the expenditure of money for which 
they were not getting a proper return. He did 
not think they were gettiug full value out of tbe 
various experts. It was all very well to say that 
they went to showH, and that farmers could 
see them on occasions when there was a little 
"Gold Top" to be broken; but that was not the 
time lo get knowledge. 

Mr. JACKSOK: \Vhat is the remedy you would 
suggest? Would you Hack them? 

J\lr. MAXWELL: The remedy he would 
suggest was to liven up the depart1nent, and, 
indeed, every Government department. He 
ventured to say that if Ministers had to run 
varions Governn1ent de]Jartrnents thenlsel Vl:,, 
they would runthem :l5 per cent. cheaper than 
at the present tnne, and even then rnake a profit 
out '!f them. Then there was the Agricultural 
Ad nser. He thought the State could do without 
th~t gentleman at the present time. He did not 
know that the farmer.o, individually or collec
tively, got one penny benefit fr,Jm the expendi
ture of that £GOO. He knew that that gentle
man was previously U wler Secretary to the 
department ; but he was shifted out of that 
position, and it was nnder"tood that that was 
simply a means of getting rid of him altogether. 
That, at any rate, was the opinion of the House 
at that time. 

Mr. ARMSTROKG : ::'\' o. 
Mr. ;\IAX\YELL: So far as the agricultural 

chemist was concerned, he thought the depart
meut could do without him ; in fact the whole 
department seamed sick, and the soo~er thev got 
rid of it the better. · 

Mr .• T. HAl'.IILTON (Cook): The hon. 
member who had just sat down had said that 
they were not getting sufficient value for the 
money they were expending on experts. That 
was merely a statement, without anv demon
stration at all. Take Mr. ::'\ eville, the tobacco ; 
expert, for instance. That gentlemen was 
thoroughly acquainted with every branch of his ' 
subject. He had tr:1Velled through his (Mr. 
Hamilton's) district, and he had been particularly 
impressed "ich the value of su3h a man. He 
saw :\fr. N eville on some oncasions on a farm 
where the farmer was attempting tc grow tobacco, 
and Mr. N eville showed where it was inadvisable 
to grow tobacco on that soil ; and that ad vice 
probably saved the farmer year, of unproductive 
work. On another farm he would explain that 
the land was very good, but it was too flat, 
and would not suit ; at another place he indi
cated what sort of tobacco the soil was best 
adapted to grow. These things lead him to 
belive that Mr. Nevillewas a man who saved the 

country a great deal of money. Then take 
Mr. Benson, the fruit expert. The value of 
that gentleman's services were not only recog
nised by the department, but by the farming 
community generally. He recollected visiting 
the Blackall Range lately, and a very successful 
farmer there, who had been twenty-five years 
farming, told him that he had never seen 
pruning done properly until he saw Mr. Benson 
do it. Other farmers told him exactly the same 
thing. One man told him how Mr. Benson 
had told him that what he bad taken to be a 
pest on his trees was not a pest at all. In 
anotherinstance a man told him bow Mr. Benson 
had instructed him to clear his fruit trees of a 
scale successfullv. It was the same right 
through. Mr. B~nson was thoroughly up in his 
subject, from tbe selection of trees to the 
ch~tracteristics of the soil, planting and prepara
tion and the packing of the fruit. In fact, the 
Blackall Range rr.ng with Mr. Benson's praise. 
* Mr. GIYENS (Cairns) objected very strongly 
to the agricultural experts being also employed 
by the depart.ment ns politicaJ engineers. On 
various occasir1: :- 1:nr111g" the last six n1onths the 
Department of Agriculture and all it,, expertb 
had been used in connection with one big political 
question which was now agitating the minds of 
all men in this colom', and one of the experts, 
Dr. :'11axwell, was at present in .Melbourne doing 
a bit of political engineering. 

Mr. i\'Jcl\JASTER: He was sent down at the 
request of :'IIr. Barton. 

Mr. GIVEXS: He was not. 
Mr. McMASTER: ::Yir. Bar ton requested him to 

report on the sugar industry. 
Mr. GIYEJ'\S: \Vhen Mr. Barton got his 

report he did not reqUt'St him to do anything 
else, and when an hon. member said that Dr. 
1:Iaxwell went down to :Melbourne at the request 
of Mr. Barton, he was saying something that 
was not true. He went down at the request of 
the Government of this State. Then they alsc 
found that Mr. McLean, the Agricultural 
Adviser and i\Ir. Newport, the Government 
expert, 'both attended meetings in c~irns 
denouncing tilL Federal Guvernn1ent-that '\Vas 
at a purely political meeting. The Minister 
stated it was not true they attended those meet
ings. 

The SECRETAR¥ FOR AGRICliLTliRE--
1\ir. GIVJ<~XS: The hon. gentleman was quite 

an expert at quibbling. 
The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 

ro'e to a point of order. Itwasveryseldom that he 
b >thered himself about any expressions used by 
the hon. member for Cairns, but he would like 
tn know on this occasion whether tbe hon. mem
ber's expres~ion was in order? 

The CHAIRMA:!'\ : I think the remark made 
by the hon. member for Cairns may be classed 
as an offensive expression, and I would ask him 
to withdraw it. 

Mr. G IVENS withdrew tbe expression, but 
he "aid that in dealing with all public question•, 
the hon. gentleman was very disingenuous, to 
sav the least of it. That meant about the same 
as"the expression he had been asked to withdraw. 
Xot only were experts employed by the depart
llH'nt as political engineers, hut the department 
itself and the hon. gentleman at the head of tbe 
department had prostituted the department into 
a political engineering institution. 

The SECRE:ARY J<'OR AGRICuLTURE: That is an 
insulting calumny worthy of you. 

Mr. GIVEKS: He would read the hon. gentle
man's own statement to prove his words. The bon. 
gentleman sent a memorandum in connection 
with the sugar industry to the Premier to be 
forwarded to the J;'eder::tl Senate, dated the 15th 
November ot this year. All public departments 
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here should be free from the stain of having any 
political biao. The hon. gentleman would agree 
that that was the correct view to take of the 
matter, and yet in the course of this memorandum 
the hon. gentleman made use of the following 
remarks:-

Respecting the recent federal elections and the conten
tion that they prove Queensland to be hostile to existing 
labour arrangements, it need only be said that no such 
conclusion will 'be drawn by those who ·were aware of 
the infiuenc<=Js at work during those elections. The 
J,aboul' party, it is true, triumphed at the polls; and 
the Labour party is opposed to the employment of the 
kanaka, even where it. is admitted he is providing em
ployment for the white man. 

The whole varagraph was bristling with politi
cal bias. The paragravh went on-

But the tact is that the vietory went on this occasion 
to the utinority, as it often does when the minority are 
thoroughly organised and thoroughly united, and the 
majority are not only unprepared for conflict bnt are 
hopelessly divided, if not about measures, at least 
abont candidates. But for the unfortunate dissensions 
among those opposed to Labour aims-dissensions about 
persons and not about principles-Queensland would 
nmv be represented in the :Federal Senate by a united 
party determined that a great Queensland industry 
should be carried on according to Queensland ideas. 

Probal)ly if there had been any su~pieion that one of 
the first Bills to be introduced into the Commonwealth 
Parliament \vould be a measure dooming the sugar 
industrv to destruction, such dissensions would have 
been iu'ipossible. But it was never ilnagined that the 
sugar industry was in immediate danger. It was 
thonght that the Commonwealth Gm·ernment would not 
dream of interfering with it unless after a thorough 
invr"tigation of the subject. Yet "\Vithout any inquiry 
the Oommonwealth Government has resolved to revive 
the policy \Vhich nearly ruined the industry flfteeu or 
sixteFm years ago. 

It is true that the Federal Premier, before his Bill was 
framed, commissioned Dr. ~1axwcll to furnish him with 
a report on some aspects of the sugar question. But 
the instructions be gave Dr. }Iaxwell almost precluded 
any reference to the htbOUl' problem. Yet, in spite of 
this resti'iction, Dr. Maxwell was able to show that the 
kanaka W'1S n nece,>:.;;ary factor in the production of 
sugar in the tropical portions of Queensland. 

It is to be feared, however, that ::.\Ir. Maxwell's 
unanswerable statement of the case will have little 
effect on tlle situation. So far from profiting· by the 
blunder of 1ci!::!5, the :E'ederal Premier seems bent on 
repeating it. Possibly, after thousands of acres have 
been abandoned, anu hundreds of farmers have been 
ruined, an attempt will be again made to undo the 
mischief, with, perhaps, le~s success lhan in 1892. 

It was simply marvellous how on the one· hand 
the hon. gentleman chose the result of one 
election to show that the peovle did not want to 
get rid of the kanaka, and on the other hand he 
quoted the result of two elections to show that 
they wanteu to retain the kanaka. The State 
elections for 1893, 1896, and 1899 were not fought 
out so:ely on the black labour question. There 
were 101 different issues in a State election, :1nd 
he might say that the Ministry of the day had the 
advantage of being able to fight their ovponents 
by offering all sorts af political bribes to the dif
ferent constituencies, and the result was that men 
were returned in some places who had not been 
retumed on straight-out isRues. And if the hon. 
gentleman was so sure that the p~ople of Queens
land had made up thtir mind", why did ne not 
accept the challenge that had been thrown out 
by the leader of the Opvosition. 

The CHAIRMAN : Order! The question 
the hon. member is nL>w debating is not relevant 
to the vote before the Committee. He is making 
a second-reading speech on the black labour 
question. 

Mr. GIVENS affirmecl that he was perfectly 
in order in discussing this memo. of the Minis
ter's. He did not intend to discuss the whole of 
the black labour question, but he wished to 
discuss this memo. to show that this department 
was being prostituted into a political institution. 
He wanted to say also that, although the depart-

ment was one for the dissemination of informa
tion, so far as that memorandum was concerned, 
the information it contained was not correct. In 
that memorandum the hon. gentleman said that 
owing to the re;trictive legislation passed in 1885 
with regard to kanakas, disaster overtook the 
sugar industry, and, in support of that statement, 
the hon. gentleman stated that in one year-one 
of the Jean years-the production of sugar fell 
below 35 000 tons. That was quite true, but it 
was a totally unfair statement. It was a sa.mple 
of the logic that was used by such an ernment 
logician as the Secretary fur ~gnculture,. bu~ ~t 
certainly was not fair to generalise from an mdn·r· 
dual and exceptional case. They had a right to ex
pect from the department that the information it 
gave either to the Queensland or to the :Federal 
Parliament was both ample and correct. As a 
matter of fact no disaster had overtaken the 
sugar industry\1 consequence of the restrict!ve 
legislation of 1885. In the ten years precedmg 
1885-from 1375 to 1885-the output of sugar w:1s 
li7 493 tons whilst in the ten years succeeding 
1885-from '1885 to 1894 inclusive-the output 
had increased to 5~19,314 tons. 

The SECRETARY }'OR AGRICcL'lTRE: Half.a
million was spent on the industry by the State. 

Mr. GIVENS: Nothing of the kind was 
spent on it at that time. Many of the central rrnlls 
had been established since 1894. If the restnc
tive legislation passed in 188i:i had any dioastrous 
effects on the industry, it would be felt when that 
Act came into operation, and that was at the 
end of 1890. It was only then that licenses were 
refused to be issued. 

Mr. J. HAmLTOX: The banks drew in their 
horns after 188.~. 

Mr. GIYEXS: Well, he quoted the figures 
for the wh0le ten years; but if be quoted tbe 
figures for the preceding fiye years and the 
succeeding five years it would still be seen that 
the statement of th~ Secretary for A!;ricul tu re 
in that precious document whic~ they were now 
discussing would not bear the hght of exannna.
tion. 

The PRE31IER : Quote the years since the re
striction was was taken off. Quote the year 
1892. 

i\1r. GIVENS: He had worked that out. 
The result showed that during the tAn years 
succeeding the legislation of 1885 t~e output of 
sugar had been much greater than m any other 
ten years. 

The PRE>IIER : Y on are wrong. 
Mr. GIVENS: 'l'hat was nGt so. He would 

read the whole of the statistics if the hon. ,;en ·le
llll>n liked. He would take the years when the 
effect of the restrictive legislation should have 
been most disastrous, they were 1800, 181J1, and 
1892. In 1sgo the output was no le-'0 than 
68,!)24 tons of sugar. That was the grentest out
put they ever had up to that year. That was 
the very year when all licenses were ref1~sed to 
be renewed. In 1890-the year when no hcenses 
at :1ll were issued-the output was 51,219 tons, 
and in the year 1892 the ont.put was 61,::168 tons. 
If they took the figures for the whole of the ti_me, 
they would find that there \yere f!uctuatwns 
which were due to several thmgs bes1des the 
bbour question, but if due allowance wa,s made 
for those fluctuations it would be seen tnat the 
sugar industry was never so prOS!Jerou:s as it. w~.s 
during the years when the ho:r .. memb~er s~nd rt 
was ruined, owing to the restnctrve lAgrslatwn of 
1885. 

The PRE)!IER: You ask the sugar planters. 
They will tell you quite the other way. They 
ought to know their business better than you. 

Mr. G IVENS : \Vhat was the value of those 
statistics if they found that there was a greater 
output than there ever was before? 

Hon. E. B. FORREST : That is not so. 
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:Mr. G IVENS : In the year 1890 they pro
duced 68,000 tons of sugar. 

Hon. E. B. FORREST: We produced 163,000 
tons during 1808. 

::VIr. GIVENS: It was known to every hon. 
member that before any restrictive legislation 
was passed there were numerous failures, and 
large areas went out of cultivation. That was 
simply because either the land was not suitable, 
or . on account of extravagance, or perhaps 
owmg to want of knowledge on the part of the 

management. Even the member for 
[7 '30 p. m.] He:bert was managing a large plan-

tatwn on the Herbert River where 
he had an unlimited command of coloured 
labour, yet he made a most egregious failure 
of it. Several other plantations failed also. 

The PREmER : \V hen did they fail, after 
l88f)? 

Mr. GIVEXS: It was not. Hamleigh failed 
before 1885, and Mr. Cowley was the manager. 

The PREMIER : He is not here. 
::VIr. GIVEXS: He was not resprmsible for 

that. He had no desire to say anything behind 
a man's back that he would not say to his face. 
The Premier knew that in the Cairns district a 
plantation had been run entirely by Chinese, 
with an ample command of Chinamen all the 
time, yet they made that a failure. 

Hon. E. B. FoRREST : \V bat was the price of 
sugar then? 

::\Ir. GIVEXS: The higher the price tl1e more 
successful it ought to be. 

The PREmER: They had very poor plant. 
::VIr. GIVEI'\S: That hore out his argument 

that the failure was due to other causes than the 
res~rictive legislation. The Pyramid plantation, 
whiCh started about the time the restrictive 
legislation was pa,sed, and where there was 
never a scarcity of labour-that was a failure, 
t0o. 

The PRE11IER: Because of the restrictive 
leg-islation. 

::\Ir. GIVENS: It was not. It was because 
of the huge interest burden every year and 
because ot inexperienced management. There 
were plenty of people who would take up that 
land if they could get it at a reasonable price
say .£5 an acre-and g-row cane and make it pay. 
The Secretary for AgriculturE> said in this docu
ment that the honour of the Government was 
concerned in this matter-that the Queensland 
Government in 1892 gave an assurance to the 
peovle engaged in the industry that they would 
always have a supply of cheap labour. That was 
not correct. There was never either a written 
or a spoken or an implied obligation on the part 
of the Queensland Parliament to provide an un
limited supply of cheap lahour to the sugar
planters for all time, and he objected to the 
::Yiimster making misleading: statements of that 
kind. The legislation of 1892 was passed on the 
express unJerstanding that it was only for a 
ttme. 

The PRE1IIER: ::'<obody said that. 
:Nir. GIVENS: The hon. member for Herbert 

said that if the people enga,ged in the indn.,try 
only got another ten years they would be perfeetly 
sati,fied. 

Hon. A. S. COWLEY: Can you quote it? 
Mr. G IVENS : He had not Hnnsarrl by him, 

or he would very soon quote it. He believed it 
was quoted the other night by the hon. member 
for South Brisbane, so there was no necessity for 
him to quote it again. The Commonwealth 
Government had given them another five years, 
and still they said the industry was going to be 
rnined. He objected to the .Minister making 
this matter a stalking-horse to a political cry, 
and making this a political question to give 

effect to that political cry. He had fJ.Uoted from 
the hon. m em her's memorandum statements which 
were not true. 

The PREniiER: That is only your statement. 
Mr. GIVENS: He had proved by the state

ments of Government officials that some of the 
statements in the memorandum were not true. 
He bad given the hon. gentleman the page aud 
everything else. It could be found in the 
records. 

The PRE~!IER: Don't lose your tempAr. 
Mr. GIVENS: H~ was not losing his temper· 

He would like to refer to one or two other points· 
The Minister for Agriculture said in thiS 
document that if cheap bbour was taken from 
the sugar industry the industry would be ruined 
that it could not exist without cheap labour. 
Yet, immediately after making that statement 
he said this-

The history of the industry since 1892 shows that 
time has been doing gradually, and without injury to 
th.:: industry, what the Federal Premier means to do 
hastily, and to its detriment. The number of white 
cultivators has been increasing year by year, and the 
number of black auxiliaries decreasing at a C0rrespond
ing rate. ~a thing has done so much to foster this ten
dency as the continuation and extension of the central 
mill sysr.ern. Since 1892, no less a sum than £i500,0JO 
has been advanced by the ~tate in a5d of that system. 
H was intended to advance a further £150,000 this year, 
but for the action taken by the Federal GoYErnment~ 
Probably, if the industry were left to the Qw ensland 
Parliument to regulate, in another decade the central 
mill system would be all but universal, and Queensland 
would in time present the unique spectacle of sugar ... 
cane being grown on a vast scale by innumerable white 
cultivators with the help of an insignificant number ot 
blacks. If anything is more remarkable than the ex
pansion of the sugar industry between 1893 and 1901, it 
is the evm·~increasing number of whites and the ever
diminishing number of blacks engaged in it during 
that period, a phenomenon Ullllaralleled in the history 
of canegrowing. 
In one word the hem. gentleman said, "You 
cannot gr·uw sugar without hlack labour," aud in 
the next few words be said, "They would see 
the unparalelled phenomenon of a large crop of 
sugar being grown by white labour." He said, 
"If you only give us a few year;; the question 
will work itself out, and the sugar will be grown 
by white labour altogether." 

Hon. A. S. Co\VLEY : He did not say so. 
::VIr. GIVENS : He would go to the trouble of 

reading the whole of the report if the hon. 
gentleman liked. 

Hon. A. S. CowLEY : He says an insignificant 
number; he does not say altogether. 

Mr. GIVR:NS: He said in time it would be 
grown by white labour altogether. 

The SECRE'rARY ~'OR AGRICl:LTl:RE : He says 
an "insignificant number.'' 

Mr. GIVEXS: He would read the report. It 
stated-

Those who have observed this phenomenon were not 
without hope that within a gener.ation the J'i{!hne under 
which ~ugar is produced by whites and blacks in com
bination would give place to a. ,.egi"te under which 
sugar would be produced by white..; alone. 

The SECRETARY l!'OR AGRICULTURE: Oh ! 
Mr. GIVENS: It was stated that in time all 

the sugar would be grown by white labour alone; 
but in the immediately preceding part of the 
report it was stated that the industry would be 
ruined altogether if the blacks were removed. 

The PREmER : Dr. Maxwell says so. 
Mr. GIVENS: Dr. Maxwell was paid to do a 

little bit of special pleading, but he had not done 
it very effectively for the hon. gentleman. He 
was willing to take Dr. Maxwell's report, and 
to show that that gentleman's conclusions were 
entirely wrong with regard to the difference 
between North and South Queensland--

The PREUIER: \V ell, W ragge is of that opinion 
too. 
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Mr. GIVEXS: :Mr. Wrag-ge felt himself very 
-shaky in his position, and he wanted to make 
himself a bit •ecure. As a matter of fact, in the 
:-.I orth-which they said was only fit for a black
fellow to work in-the heavy work in connection 
with the gro Ning of sugar-cane was done in the 
cool months of the year, and even in Cairns they 
sometimes had frost. 

The Pmnrn;m: I never "aw it. 
:VIr. GIVENS: He had proof that what he 

said was correct. 
Hon. A. S. CowLEY : There is a heavy frost 

there now. 
Mr. GIVE:t\S : As a matter of fact the 

climatic returns showed that Deniliquin, which 
was far south of Brisbane, was recentlv much 
hotter than Cairns, and hon. gentlemen knew 
that sometimes in midsummer m Melbourne it 
was hotter than in :-.lorth Queensland. \Vith 
regard to this question-of there being frost in 
Cairns-he would refer hon. members to the 
Tele{!rctph of 8th November last, and he would 
ask the hon. gentleman whether he would believe 
the statement of the Agricultural Adviser to the 
Government? .Mr. McLean had returned from 
Dairns, and he was interviewed by a representa
tive of that paper, and in the course of his inter
view he said-

1\'"hilst at Cairns, \I!'. :\!cLean took adYantage of the 
opportunity and visited the State nursery at Kame
runga, which had been established for some years. The 
frost of last year had done certain damage to the coffee 
plants, but with the present open season they at·e look
ing forward to a large erop for the next harve~t. 

The PREmER : Y on mean the coffee plants at 
the top of the range. 

Mr. GIVE:-.IS: :-.l"o; Mr. McLean said the 
coffee plants in the Kamernnga Nursery. 

The PHEMIER : 'I'hen he is mistaken. 
:\Ir. G IVENS: The hon. gentleman knew 

that there was frost there at times. 
The PRE~IIER: I never saw it. 
::\lr. G IVE~S : He was no~ asking the House 

to accept the opinion "f biassed political indi
viduals, but, the evidence of the Governm8nt"s 
-own Agricultural Adviser, who was supposed to 
be a reliable man, and who was paid a high salary 
by the State. The hon. gentleman apparently 
did not believe the statement of their own 
Agricultural Adviser. 

The SECRETAHY FOR AGRICULTURE: It has not 
much to do with the Estimates, that is ,.ll. 

:Yir. GIVENS: It had much to do with them. 
He was showing that this department, which cost 
a large sum of money every year, which me.inly 
existed for giving advice to our agriculturist,, and 
giving reliable information in the report or 
memorandum signed by the head of the depart
ment, was giving most unreliable information. 

The s~;CRETARY FOR AGRTCl:LTURE: Not at all. 
Mr. GIVENS: It appeared th<1t everything 

had to subordinate itself to one particular thing, 
and by hook or by crook brought to influence the 
Federal Parliament in the direction that the 
hon. gentleman opposite wanted, when they had 
the best evidence that could be furnished, in the 
-desire expressed by the people of this State, and 
he challenged eontradiction of that. 

Hon. A. S. CowLEY : I contradict it. 
:Ylr. GIVEXS: Well, the people of this State 

gave a most emphatic reply to the hon. gentle
man on 30th March last. 

ME1IBERS of the Opposition: Hear, hear l 
Hon. A. S. CoWLEY : The publicans did. 
Mr. GIVE:t\S: That was very nice. The 

hem. gentleman wanted to account for his defeat 
by saying that the publicans voted against him, 
and he insulted the 29,000 voters who returned 
the successful members by saying that they were 
.able to win only because of the aid given hy the 
publicans. 

Mr. J. HA~IILTO:-< : He did not say that. 

::\Ir. GIVE~S: That was the only inference 
that euuld be drawn from the hon. member's 
statement. The people of Queensland were 
asked for their O[Jinion on this question, and they 
gave it in a most em[Jhatic anJ unmistakable 
m<enner. He objected to the expenditure of 
money by this department in the circulation of 
unreilable iuformation. He had shown from 
official resources that it was not reliable, and it 
was not a fair statement of the case. He would 
be only too pleased if an opfJortuni ty were 
afforded for discussing this question. At the 
same time he belie,·ed that the m<1.tter had been 
voluntarily given up by this Parliament, and by 
the people of this Star.e, to the J<'ederal Parlia
ment, and i \ was entirely outside their province 
or duty to discuss it under this particular vote. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS : Then what 
are you saying all this for? 

Mr. GIVENS: Because he was discussing the 
re[Jort of the head of the department which had 
been issued in contravention to the principles 
he ad voc,tted. If hon. gentlemen liked to 
initiate a discussion on the whole question he 
would be quite agreeable. He was not one who, 
for the sake of a political favour, was willing to 
give up his right to criticise any public qne·tion. 
All he wanted was a fair deal and justice. 

An HoNOURABLE ME~IBEH : I thought you said 
it was a [JOlitical favour. 

Mr. GIVEJ\'S: No. 
Tbe SECRETARY l<'OR RAILWAYS: Oh, Hansard 

will show. 
Mr. G IVEiifS: Hansartl did not always tell 

all the hon. gentleman said. 
The SECRETARY J<'OR RAILWAYS: That is not 

my fault. 
An Ho:-<oURABLE ME;\IBER: \Vhy do you 

abuse Hansard? 
Mr. G IV ENS : He was not abusing H ansard. 

Hansard. was all right if it was left alone. If 
hon. members only made verbal corrections in 
their speeches instead of altering the tenor of 
thRir speeches--

The CHAIR:WAiif: Order l 
Mr. GIVENS: He wa' not going to discuss 

that question ; but be thought it had been con
clu,ively shown that that had been done. But 
he would not be al;o .ved to discuss that. He 
emphatically protested against this memorandum 
having been issued by the head of this department, 
for it did not contain a fair statem•nt of the case, 
and it did not give the :Federal Parliament the 
full information which it was desired generally 
to give t" that Parliament. If one-sided state
ments like this were to be sent to the Federal 
Parliament, the less attention the Federal Par
liament paid to them the better it would be for 
the Federal Parliament anri for Queenslanrl. 

Mr. BOLES (Port Curtis): Ever >ince the 
inauguration of this vote, the general complaint 
had been that the amount wa• too small, and he 
believed the time would cume when some such 
complaint would be made again. He thought 
this money was fairly well spent. He thought 
the Agricultural Adviser might make periodical 
visits, say twice a year, especially to districts 
along the coast. Th-.t would cost very little 
extra expense, and those visits would be of great 
heneiit tn the agriculturists in those districts. 

Mr. SMITH (Bowen): He did not think there 
were too many experts in this depart.ment, and 
the cridcism was rathAr as to whether these 
experts were utilised tn the fullest extent by 
giving information to all parts of the colony. 
Mr. Hume Black, when he was MiniRter for 
Lands, conceived the idea of travelling dairies. 
The idea was taken from Victoria, and good 
resulted from these dairies going about the 
country. There were two dairy in•tructors: one 
was connected with the Agricultural College, and 
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the other was under the general head of '• Agri
culture." He would like to know where these 
two instructors were located, and whether the 
same benefits were accruing now as they did 
under the administration of Mr. Hume Black 
and the hon. member for Herbert. He had seen 
the great benefits that had resulted from these 
travelling dairies in the days gone by, but since 
then he had not seen the same benefits. He 
thought these dairies should travel more through
out the colony-that they sho;,.ld follow more in 
the footsteps of their predece,sors, because in that 
case greater benefits would accrue. At present 
the tra veiling was limited to the Southern 
porti<ms of the colony, but there was the Centre 
and North to be considered. He asked if the 
second instructor he referred to travelled ? He 
did not know that it was necessary to keep the 
principal expert at the Agricultural College. 

The CHAIRMAN : Order ! 
Mr. SMITH: He would go further, and say 

that if it was necessary, it would 
[8 p.m.] be much better to make new appoint· 

ments in that particular direction, 
because the dairying industry would in the 
future be "' very important item in their agricul· 
tural development. 

HoN. A. S. COWLEY believed that in his 
absence the hon. member for Cairns had made 
a personal attack nn him. 

Mr. Grn;xs: I did not do anything of the 
kind. 

Hox. A. S. COWLEY accepted the hon. 
member's a•surance ; but he had also been 
informed that the hon. member had stated that, 
owing to his mismanagement, a plantation on 
the Herbert River had been a failure. 

Mr. GIVENS: He had not said anything of 
the kind. As an illustration of what he was 
saying-that the question of coloured labour or 
no coloured labour was not the sole reason for 
succes• or non-success-he had referred to the fact 
that the hon. member was managing a plantation 
on the Herbert River prior to the restrictive 
legislation of 1885, when there was an unlimited 
supply of black labour, and yet, with the com
mand of a very considerable amount of capital, 
and with such a man of genius as the hon. 
member in charge, that plantation was an 
egregious failure. 
* HoN. A. S. CO\\"LEY thanked the hon. 
member for his explanation. He gave the state
ment an unqualified denial. He started that 
plantation in 1H8l, and it went on till1884, when 
124 boys were removed from the plantation by 
the Government two clays after they started 
crushing. At that time there were nearly 3, 000 
tons of sugar in the field. Anyone who knew 
anything about a sugae plantation knew that to 
take away 124 men just two days after the 
crushing commenced rendered their efforts to get 
off such an enormous crop entirely futile. They 
advertised in almost every paper in Queensland 
and in all the southern colonies for white men to 
cut the cane. They were in ,.uch a position 
that, rather than lose that crop, it would pay 
them to give double the amount they would 
under ordinary circumstances, becauee if it 
was not reaped ruin stared them in the face. 
Finding they could not obtain white labour, 
they sent to Cooktown-and he thought the 
miners owed them a debt of gratitude, because 
they sent to the Palmer and everywhere they 
could to get Chiue>e. He also had a gang of 
fifty aboriginals and their gins working; but even 
with the aiel of white, Chinese, and aboriginal 
labour, he could not get more cane cut than would 
keep the mill going three clays per week. They 
would cut six days and crush three. The 
Government, recognising that they had removed 
these kanakas, gave them compensation, but 
they only gave the difference between the 

cost of the white labour and what it would have 
cost to keep the kanakas, and 1,200 tons of 
sugar were le£& in the field, for which they 
got no compensation whatever. In 1885 the 
restrictive legislation was passed; and, being 
unable to get kanakas, they sent to China 
aud imported about 130 Chinese. The cost of 
landing them in the colony. including £10 a 
head poll tax, was £16 or £18 per head. Those 
Chinamen were too artful, and they had not 
been long on the place before ten or fifteen 
of them drifted away every Saturday afternoon, 
and in a very short time they were just as badly 
off for la\lour as ever. They tried to get out of 
canegrowing, and they advertised in the leading 
papers in the ,·arious colonies offering the pick 
of the land on the estate at a rental nf 5 per 
cent. interest on the purchasing price. The 
purchasing price nf the lane' was about £3 per 
acre, so that the annual rental was3s. per acre, with 
the right of purcha·-1ing at any time at £3 per acre. 
If a crop was on it was to be taken at a valuation. 
They failed to get the land taken up under those 
conditions, and they tried labour uf various des
criptions, but were not successful. At the end 
of 1887 he left the lllantation, and since then 
had notbing further t"o do with it. From that 
time till 18\!5 there were two other managers, 
and they had just as great difficulty in o.btaining 
labour, and that was the cause of the fmlure. 

Mr. GIVENS: \Vas it a succe.ss while you were 
there? 

Hox. A. S. COWLEY: If the hon. member 
wanted to know, the c"mpany paid a cliviclend 
one year-out of the money received from the 
Government, who recognised that they had 
taken away the necessary labour at a critical 
time and gave a certain amount of compensation. 
He repeated that the failure of the plantation 
was owing to the great difficulty in obtaining 
necessary labour. 

Mr. G IVE:l'IS : The hon. member had 
omitted a most important point in his explana
tion-namely, that the 124 kanakas sent back to 
their islands by the Government were sent back 
because they were kidnapped. 

Hox. A. S. COWLEY: That was not so. 
There were other boys sent back besides those 
from Hamleigh plantation ; and when they 
got within two days of the Louisiacle Islands a 
Press representative on board asked them 
whether thPre was any truth in the statement 
that they were kidnapped and that they did not 
understand the nature of the agreement they 
made, and the boys stated emphatically that 
there was no truth in the statement. 

Mr. ARMSTRONG (Lockyc.-): He wished to 
ask the Chairman's ruling or take the sense of the 
Committee aw to whether on every single occasion 
when a question having anything to do with 
agriculture was brought forward, the sugar in
dustry and black labour should be discussed from 
all sides of the Chamber? 

The CHAIRMAK : A letter has been laid on 
the table bearing the signature of D. H. Dal
rymple, Secretary for Agriculture. I could not 
object to a general criticism of. that letter 
emanating from the Agricultural Department~ 
but I think those that have spoken on the ques
tion have gone somewhat wide of the mark, and 
I trust we shall now get back to the vote before 
the Committee. 

HoN. A. S. CO\VLEY : He was sure no hon. 
member would tamely sit by and allow his 
character as manager of a plantation to be 
aspersed or allow misrepresentations to pass 
with regard to the working of plantations with
out putting the matter right. He was sure that 
if the hon. member for Lockyer had been in his 
position he would have occupied a great deaL 
I anger time. 
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::\Ir. PLUXKETT: \Vith regard to the dairy
ing industry, there was a desire on the part of 
many people in the X orthern part of the colony 
for instruction in dairying, and he thought it 
would be a good thing to make provision for a 
dairy instructor to visit that part of the colony. 
The hon. member for Bowen was only doing 
what wa• fair to his constituents in bringing 
the matter before the House, and the Minister 
would be only doing what was just if he acceded 
to the hon. member's request. 

Mr .. FOX (Norman0,11) : He had been very 
much Impressed with the remarks made by the 
hon. member for Drayton and Toowoomba, with 
whom he largely agreed. In hiR constituency in 
the Central district dain· farming had been 
started, . and it ban been ;n immense success ; 
and seemg the success which had attenclen it, 
every encouragement should be given to people 
to engage in it in that part of the colony. It 
was very necessary that the people should be 
supplied with the be-t stock; in fact, as the hon. 
member for Drayton and Toowoomba had pointed 
out, in Hungary and America the very best 
stock were >mpplied to farmers. The stock were 
sent round ann a ~mall fee was charged, and by 
·that means a stram of good stock was extended 
throughout the districts. The same thing could 
be done throughout the Central districts, and 
there would be a large and increasing supply of 
cheese and bacon obtained from there, and he 
h ~d no don ':>t from :">T orthern Queemland also. 
Being only a recently electerl member of the 
Hou;e, he had not the knowledge of the depart
ment that many other members had, but so far 
as his experience went he was very favourably 
impt·essed with the department, and he had been 
very much impressed indeed by the speeches of 
the chmrman at the recent conference held at 
Bundaberg. He (:\Ir. Fox) was almost a per
sonal friend of the late ::\Iinister for Agriculture, 
and he thought that they must all acknowledge 
that that gentleman laid the foundation, bv his 
industry and bis attnntion to his duties. of the 
present successful Department of Agriculture. 
He thought the settling of the people on the 
land, and th0 encouragement of agriculture and 
dairying waR much more important than any
thing else that the department could undertake 
and it was likely to lead to better results. H~ 
hoped, therefore, that the department would not 
be starved in tbe future. The ::\finister no doubt 
was glad to receive fnir and kindly criticism, and 
so far as he himself was concerned he would 
~ndea vour to assist the department in promoting 
1ts usefulness. 

:VIr. SMITH: He would like the Minister to 
reply to his question as to whether these dairy
Ing expert:;;: were to travel? 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
One devoted the whole of his time at the Agri
cultural College, and the services of the other 
were always at the disposal of any person who 
might desire information in regard to making 
cheese, and so on, but it was not contemplated 
at present sending the travelling dairy through
-out the North or any of the various portions of 
the colony. 

:VIr. CuRTIS : It would be a very good tbinr<. 
The SECRETARY FOR ~\GRICULTURE: 

It was recognised that they could not make 
butter or cheese without considerable capital-in 
.other words, without the factory system. In 
Ireland they had discarded old metbods, and 
they bad now a large number of factories 
established which were carrying on operations 
very successfully. It was recognised that if they 
had to fight for the markets of the world no other 
system could be successful except the factory 
system, where they had the knowledf5e, the skill, 
and the appliances, which enabled them to make 
good butter. No doubt the travelling dairy was 

a cheap and most successful method of spreading 
knowledge, but he ventured to say that what 
they wanted to see now was creameries established. 
If the hon. gentleman thought that in the district 
he represented a factory could be estaolished, he 
bad the right to come to the Government and 
get a sum of money to assist in the establishment 
of that factory. That was what they had done at 
Mackay and a great many other districts, and he 
thought it was in that direction-not in that of 
the travelling dairy-to which they would have 
to look for progress. The department was 
auxious to preserve its past traditions ; the 
foundations were laid by Mr. Thynne, and the 
superstructure was partly built by his pre
decessor, the late :Mr. Chataway, and it would 
be his endeavour to follow in the lines tbat had 
been laid clown. 

::\fr. SiYIITH : The reply of the Secretary for 
Agriculture was very satisfactory, oecause with
out some central point where a dairy expert 
could impart knowledge, his operations would 
not be so succes::;ful as if there were crea1neries 
and other centres established. He hojJed the 
hon. member's advice would he taken in the 
different divi.>ions of the colony, and that the 
producers would form these centres, crer.meries, 
and butter factories, and that in so doing they 
would be assisted by the Go,·ernment. He was 
very glad to hear ths.t the hon. member was 
willing to recognise any feasible means of 
encouraging the industry. 

1Ir. ARMSTRONG thought that the tenor of 
this debate had somewhat lowered the standard 

of debate which was set up years 
[8·30 p.m.] ago. The Minister in introducing 

the Estimates did not tell what the 
chang(::._"3 were, or the reasous for the change~ in 
this department. In a department of ouch great 
importance as this be thought the Minister should 
have given the Committee some particulars on 
those matters. It must be admitted that the 
question had been raised as to the efficiency, 
or, rather, the benefits the country received 
from having so many exverts, and be con
sidered the men who were least qualified to give 
information with regard to the work of experts 
were the most loud-voiced over the matter. 
Tl:ere was no man, least of all the hon. member 
for Burke, who could go round the colony 
in one, two, or three ye~r3, and watch Cl.re
fully the work of experts, and say whether they 
were doing right or wrong. The work of experts 
was not the work of a day, or a week, or a year. 
It had to be judged by the work of successive 
years. After that they cou!d judge whether the 
work of a tobacco or fnut expert was of use 
to tbe country or not. Some of these experts 
had been lauded by the hon. member for Cook 
and others. The hon. member for Cook referred 
to the expert engaged in the culture of tobacco, 
wh<> could say whether t.be land was fit or not 
for this purpose; but before such au expert 
could gain that knowled~e he must know the 
analysis of the soil. \Vhy did not the hon. 
member for Cook and other hon. memoers
the only member who asked what was the reason 
for the economy in doing away with the services 
of the agricultural chemist at the Gatton Agri
cultural College w·ts the hon. member for 
Kennedy. He thought that the hon. g~ntleman 
in charge of the Estimates might ha\'e given 
some informatior, to the Committee on that 
point. He rose now to ask that question-what 
was the reason for thP displacement of the 
agricultural chemist from the staff of the Agri
cultural Department? 
* The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
The hon. member who bad last spoken drew 
attention to the fact that he had simply moved 
the vote and had not given any explanation; but 
he had followed the custom of members who 
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occupied more important positions than he did, 
and their custom was to make no explanation 
unless the vote was increased, but in tbis case 
there was no increase in the vote. He did not 
think it was becoming for a Minister in charge 
of an Estimate to provoke discussion, but that it 
wao his business to give such information as was 
required. The hon. member also asked how it was 
that economy had been practi,ed at the expense 
of Mr. Brilnnich, who occupied the position of 
agricultural chemist at the Agricultural College. 
The reason was simple. It was generally "d
mitted that, owing to the present financial posi
tion of the colony, there should be retrenchment 
as far as possible in carrying on the work of all 
departments. This economy was due to no 
other reason. There were two chemist" in the 
department-one at the Gatton college and one 
not at the college. 

An Ho~ocRABLE ME3IBEB : Who is the other 
chemist? 

The SECRETARY J!'OR AGRICTJLT"LRE: 
Mr. Gurney was the teacher of chemistry and 
natural science at the college. He was requested 
to see what officers they could do away with, and 
he considered that they could do with one chemist 
instead of two. Bo long as they had students 
going to the college they could not do a way with 
the chemistry instructor there; that was the reason 
why he was not interfered with. On the other 
hand Dr. Maxwell had two chemists under him. 
Mr. Br\innich w"s looking for a laboratory to 
be put up for him, so as to be able to carry on 
analyses. The amount that had been received 
by the department for conducting analyses had 
been very small-£17 last year, £13 this year, 
and £32 the year before. 

Hon. A. S. CowLEY : ·what is the fee? 
The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 

The fees ranged from 5s. to 10s. for analysis of 
one element, and from £3 3s. to £7 7s. for analy
sing more than one element-or soils and sub
soils. ~Ir. Gurney's services were not dispensed 
with, because thev were most required, and he 
had given great satisfaction. He was engaged in 
February last, and even if they desired they 
could not very well dispense with his services. 
He was working in harmony with the principal 
of the college; he had been chemist in the Agri
cultural Departmm1t either in Victoria or New 
South \Vales, and when he came to Queensland 
was practically promised that his services would 
be retained, provided he gave satisfaction. 
Having given satisfaction both to the students 
and to the principal, he was given an engage
ment, and his services, therefore, could not be 
:lispensed with. He admitted that Mr. Br\innich 
had done good work; but, when it was necessary 
to economise, the question arose which officer 
could be dhpensed with with the least incon
venience, and it was cecided that Mr. Brl\nnich 
should go at the end of six months. If the 
condition of the finances improved, he would be 
very glad to retain :Mr. Br11nnich's cervices at 
the end of that time; and, if he came to town, 
the department would give him any analyses 
that theY mif(ht require. 

Mr. ARMSTRONG: If the retrenchment of 
those two officers was necessary on the grounds 
of economy, there were at any rate two other 
instances in which they could save a much larger 
amount than by dispensing with such a very 
necessary officer as Mr. Brl\nnich. He asked 
whether the services of the Agricultural Adviser 
were as good value to the country at £fi00 per 
annum as the services of Mr. Bri.i.nnich at £315 ? 
Prohibitive prices were asked for analyses, and 
the Rn·vices of that gentleman had not been made 
use oi as they should have been. A lecturer was 
necessary ; but a chemist to anah·se soils and 
products was more necessary. Mr. Bri.\nnich had 

been in the em ploy of the Government since March,. 
1SD7, and, seeing that he had never been accused of 
beinginefficientor with neglecting his work, surely 
he was more entitlPd to he retained than a man 
who came here in J!'ebruary ln't. He could not 
see where the economy came in in retaining a 
man who received a salary of £300 a year and 
quarters valued at £26, and dispensing with a 
man who was only paid £375. Mr. Br\innich 
was one of the best analytical chemists in 
Australia, and some good reason should be given 
why he should be shelved. He was taken from 
a very good position in the Colonial Sugar 
Refinery Company. Could the department say 
th•t their confidence had been misplaced in him 
in the slightest degree? Under the circum
stances he felt that he would not be doing his 
duty if he had not brought the matter forcibly 
before the Committee. Every hon. member 
must feel with him that a very great injustice was 
being done. 

Mr. MAXWELI,: \Ve do not believe in log
rolling. 

Mr. ARMSTRONG was not logrolling, and 
therefore the hon. meml.Jer should al!'ree with 
him. "When Mr. Gurney was introduced into 
Queensland he came at a salary of £250 per 
annmr., and if economy was being practised, why 
was his salary now raised to £300? 1J' nless a 
satisfactory explanation was given he would ask 
the Comr.~ittee to support him in a motion that 
he intended moving at a later period. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE : 
Mr. Gurney was not appointed at a salary of £250, 
which was subsequently inereased to £300. It 
was Mr. Sutherland who was previously pa1d 
£250. It was impossible to obtain Mr. Gurney's 
services for l~,s than £300, and that was the 
amount which the department agreed to give 
him. No injustice had been done to Mr. 
Br11nnich SRVe tbis-that a period had come 
when the department had to retrench ; but he 
would call that a misfortune rather than an 
injustice. He supposed the hon. gentleman would 
admit that it might be nPcessary to retrench de
partments in cases where public prosperity did 
not continue. Kothing was mnre painful to any
one in his position than to have to dispense with 
the services of an officer of the department, but 
after seriously considering the matter he had taken 
what he believed to be the proper course under the 
circumstances. The following was a statement of 
the position:-

Mr. Brii.nnich was appointed as agricultural chemist 
three months before the college was opened, but it 'vas 
understood that during term time he was responsible· 
for the chemistry work. rrhe agricultural chemist has, 
however, considered his appointment to be a depart
rnPntal one, and that the instruction given to the c;tu
dent" was subsidiary. The salary has been borne upon 
the departmental estimates. 

Mr. Bri\nnich, in :t letter dnted 26th ~fnrch, 1898, pro
tested against matters concerning the chemist going to
the princival, because "my position is quite indepen
dent from the Agricultural College, and I intend keeping 
it so. It was simply as a matter of economy and con
venience that I proposed to have the agricultural labora
tory connected with the laboratory nechsary tor the 
students of the colleg-e. and for the same reason part of 
my time as chemist to the devartment is devoted to 
giving lectures at the college." 

The anangement•, made when the college started 
continued until 23rd of :Xovcmber, 1899, when )ir. 
Briinnich, in a letter to the principal, stated that he 
found the instruction in theoretical chemistry had been 
eut ton mininmm, and suggested the lectures in ele
mentary and practical chemistry hitherto given b~y 
hnn should be handed over to the sciencP master. and 
the time of the agricultural chemist devoted to experi
ment mork. 

The Minister decided that matters :::hould be arranged 
upon the lines of 1Ir. Brlinnich's letter of 25-11-99. 
This was done, and ~Ir. Brilnnich gaYe up teachin.s; 
frmn the close of the term ending in December, 1899. 
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Instruction in cbemi!:'try has since been gi\•en by the 
science masters (Mr. Schmidt, :Jir. Sutherland, and now 
Mr. Gurney). 

Hon. members would see that teaching was some
what distasteful to Mr. Briinnich. He was not 
originally engaged a' a professor at the college, 
and Mr. Gurney was getting on very well with 
the students and the principal of the college, 
who de,ired to retain his services. Mr. Gurney 
was appointed for the express pnrpose of teach
ing the boys, and the official whose services 
cculd be dispensed with was not the professcr 
teaching in the college, therefore they dispensed 
with the official whose services it was not 
absolutely imperative to retain. He thought the 
best thing had been done, and be regretted hav
ing to dispense with Mr. Bri\nnich's services. 
He wrote a letter to that gentleman, and he 
would like to read it to hon. mew hers. 

:i\Ir. KERR : Are you stonewalling your own 
Estimates? 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
That wa3 rather ungenerous, seeing that hon. 
members had expressed a desire to have full 
explanation. 

HoxouRABLE MEMBERS: Hear, bear! 
The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 

On the titb August he wrote in these terms to 
Mr. Bninnich, who wa' an old friend and sun
porter of his own, and for whom he entertain~d 
nothing but the most friendly feeling,. He 
trusted that the fin,mces of the colony would 
by and by enable the department to again 
eng-age that gentleman's services-

6th August, 1901. 
Snt,-I ha Ye the honour to acknowledge the receipt 

of your letter of the 2nd instant on the subject of the 
provi.':!ion for yotu salary in the Estimates for the 
current yea1· being only for six rnonthH, and to regret 
very much that the necessities of the State should 
demand a step that may mean the abolition of the 
appointment you now hold. It is impossible to say 
definitely at present whether your servicco~ will be 
required next year, but it is safe to predict that they 
will not be unless our revenue shows a marked improve
ment during the next few months. 

Your snggestion that the present science rna~ter at 
the college shonld be dismisscU to make way for you 
could not be considered unless the stci' were recom
mende<l by the principal. I·~ven then it might be found 
that this department had entered into obligations with 
}1r. Gurney which could not be disregarded as long as 
he gaYe satisfaction and the position he held at the 
college was considered one that could not be abolished. 

You may be sure that if I can be of any help to you 
my services will be at yonr disposal. 

He was ,;orry that the hon. member for Lockyer, 
or any other member, thought he bad not done 
the right thing, but he had enrleavourerl to do so. 

Hox. E. B. FORREST (Brisbane Xorth): He 
confe~sed that he regarded the action of the 
Minister for Agriculture with great disfavour, 

becauoe he thought Mr. Briinnich 
[9 p. m.] had been very badly treated, inas-

much as he was the senior officer 
here, and undoubtedly the most qualified man 
that they had got for the work th'tt the department 
wished to have performed. Now he understood 
that ::1lr. Briinnich had received notice of the 
termination of his agreement, and that Mr. 
Gurney had been practically appointed in his 
place. 

The SECRETARY l<'OR AGRH'ULTURE : Oh, no; 
that is all wrong. 

Mr. CuRTis : You did not hear the Minister's 
explanation just now. 

HoN. R B. FORREST: At all events, he 
happened to be on the deputation which waited 
on the ::\Iinister two months ago in reference to 
this very question, and it was pointed out by 
the :\Iinister that he bad appointed Mr. Gurney 
to do 1\Ir. Briinnicb's work. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE : It was 
lVIr. Sutherland's work really. 

HoN. E. B. FORREST : So far as Mr, 
Sutherland was concerned, he did not enter into 
this matter at all. As a matter of fact Mr. 
Gurney avpeared on the Estimates last year for 
£200, and now he had received an inorease. He 
had been exceeding-ly well treated, when they 
remembered that they had been told that not a 
single soul in the service was to have any ad
vance. 

The SECRETARY J<'OR AGRIClJLTl'RE: He has had 
no advance. 

HoN. E. B. :FORREST : Most certainly he 
had. 

The SECHETARY l<'OR AGRICUL1TRE: It has all 
been explained. 

HoN. E. B. FORREST: Reverting to the 
interview which the deputation had with the 
Minister, it was pointed out that Mr. Briinnich's 
services were of great assistance to the farmers 
when they bad analyses which they wished to 
have made, and they recognieed that he was the 
only man who could do their work. He (Mr. 
:Forrest) was not aware anybody had been 
appointed to do their work, and so far as they 
were concerned, they appeared to have been left. 
He did not know that Mr. Gurney was any 
better man than Mr, Briinnich. Mr. Gurney 
was teaching elementary chemistry at the 
Agricultural College, and it certainly did not 
require a very highly qualified man to do that. 
He had not heard the explanation of the Minister, 
but he certainly thought that Mr. Gurney bad 
been practically preferred to a man very much 
his superior. He ventured to say that if the 
furmers of this State were asked what they par
ticularly wanted, they would say that they 
wanted Mr, Briinnich's services retained. The 
Minister promised, when the deputation w'tited 
upon him, that be would see what could be 
done. 

1\Ir. MAXWELL : So he did; he sacked him. 
HoN. E. B. FORREST: The Minister had 

practically done nothing except to get rid of Mr. 
Brlinnich. He considered that a most improper 
nse had been made of Mr. Briinnich. That 
gentleman was brought here and led to believe 
that he was to get a permanent appointment. 
He left a permanent po•ition in the belief 
that he was going to a better permanent 
positiPn. Now it appeared that be had been 
brought here simply to be got rid of because 
it suited certain individuals to get rid of 
him. There were three men in the serviee
and he made this statement without any 
hesitation-who were interested in getting rid of 
Mr. Briinnich and keeping 1\Ir. Gurney there. 
There was no doubt that two of those individuals 
were afraid of Mr. Brlinnich's knowledge, and 
the third had private reasons for wanting to g-et 
rid of him. It was most improper that they 
should have treated Mr. Brlinnich in this way. 

Mr. G!VEXS: ·who are the persons? 
HoN .. E. B. FORREST : He did not know 

that he was e.:tlled upon to mention names, but 
he would say, so far as ;\lr. Bri.innich's qualifica
tion" were concerned, be was in every respect 
qualified for the position that be had occupied. 

The SECRETARY ~'OR AGRICl'LTl'RE: I say so 
now. 

HoN. E. B. FORREST : Why then had he 
been got rid of? He was a most valuable man, 
and was doing his work infinitely better than 
these other men could be expected to do it be
cause he bad had more experience, He had 
come into the service to find that he was to be 
CJUietly dispensed with in order that some other 
man could be pitch-forked into his billet. 

Mr, MAX\VELL: It was a curious thing that 
gentlemen occupying positions like Mr. Briin
nich could find plenty of able men to ventilate 
their cause. If he (Mr. Maxwell) were in a 
similar position, he would think very little of his 
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friends if they could not find a place for him 
without attempting to keep him in a Govern
ment position, when the State had no need for 
him. He thought the people behind the Govern
ment used too much influence to keep men in 
positions when there was not money enough to 
pay them. If the Minister saw fit to do away 
with any person he had a perfect right to do so, 
and if the chemist in this particular instance 
was unable to get on with the head of the 
department, it would be quite right that he 
should go? There was no get away from that. 
One boss was quite enongh to run anything in 
this country, and he thought the Government 
had done quite right in this matter. 

:\-1r. STORY (B"Ionne): It was with a kind of 
tender nnwillingness that he approached this 
vote. It seemed to him almost as audacious as 
sacrilegious hands approaching a monastery for 
him to approach gentlemen and offices with such 
large names as he saw nnder this iten1. But, he 
would ask: \Vhat were they doing? INhere did 
they live? ·where were they to be seen? 
·where was the record of their doings ? He did 
not for one moment say that they dirlnot do what 
w.,s required of them, but their work was not 
apparent to the general public to the extent it 
should be, considering they had high salaries 
and high-sounding· names. There was some 
doubt how they found employment. He 
had spoken on this subject last year, but he 
had not been given much information. t:itarting 
with the Secretary for Agriculture, they could 
all understand what he had to do. Then, the 
s><me remarks applied to the chief clerk, who, he 
believed, did his work very efficiently, "nd to the 
accountant; but the first one tiHtt stopped 
him in his approval was the Agricultural Ad
viser. Who did he advise'? \Vhat did he 
advi:ce? Did he advise the department or 
people in trouble? Did his advice help 
anyone out of their trouble? Suppose he, in 
his ignorance as a farn1E-r, Pskt~d thiR gentle
man for some advice-in fact, to have him 
under his charge for a time and make a success of 
him-would the department allow this official 
to do that? He had met Mr. l\IcLean, and he 
liked him very well. He had met him at shows, 
and there he got up and addressed people from 
a platform just a" he (Mr. Story) addressed the 
people at election t.imes when he was rather in a 
good position, because they had to take his 
advice. He had often wondered what advice 
this gentleman should give for £600 a year, and 
whether the advice he gave was really worth the 
al!wunt of money he received. He did not say 
he was not worth his money, because he did not 
know what he did. He was in the position of 
not having received advice from him, and there
fore there was some part of that money for which 
he had had no return, although if he went to 
:Hr. :'.!cLean no doubt he would give him advice. 
But that wa;, not the position he took up. Did 
the Agricultural Adviser stand in the market
place and advise people from everywhere how to 
get out of their trouble? The term "Agricul
tural Arlviser" was a very big one, and he had a 
very big j<Jb if he was going to advise all the 
people of this great State how to do right when 
thev were inclined to do wrong. Then came 
thee Government botanist, who received £300 a 
year. 

Mr. SMITH: He ought to get £600. 
Hon. A. S. CO\YLEY: The best man in Aus

tralia. 
::\Ir. STORY: He didn't doubt that. The 

question was not whether he was the best man in 
Australia, or whether they had the best chemist 
or the best doctor in Australia, unless they were 
put in positions where their sen·ices would be of 
use to the community generally. 

)>Jr. SMITH: You don't read the A;/t't-ioult1Lml 
Jou1·nal. 

:.:Ir. STORY said he read it regularly, and 
he saw in one issue that Dr. Maxwell gave good 
advice at a meeting held at Maryborough which 
the Minister also attended-that imLead of 
wondering how certain things happened, they 
should examine into the causes of those things. 
Then the botanist had an a'sistant. What did 
he do? Next came the entomologist and 
the vegetable pathologist, who only got 
£300. \Vel!, a gentleman with such a title 
deserved that. But what did he do, and where 
were the fl-uits of his usefulness? The agricul
tural chemist had been cJigcussed, and it had 
been admitted that he was a very good man. 
Then there was the instructor in fruit culture. 
He did not know that his services had been of 
much benefit to the State, for they saw fruit 
diseased everywhere. One method of prevent
ing diseases in trees was to put a mosquito net 
over them. \V ell, if that was the method to 
be adopted, he could h>tve guessed that himself. 
There was also an assistant instructor in fruit 
culture. He supposed that he did what his 
superior officer did not do, and that he as·,,isted in 
the work of instruction ; but who was instructed, 
how they were instructed, and what benefit they 
derived from that instruction no one seemed to 
know. Then there was the viticulturist. He 
did not know whether he lived at Roma, and 
looked after the grapes there. The editor of the 
Agrictrltuml Journ"l na doubt did very good 
work, and he ccmlcl understand the artist and 
photograpner. 

Hon. A. S. CowLEY : He is going. 
:\fr. STORY : Yes, he was going-. Those 

who only had t:>lain titles seemed to hold their 
billets by a very temporary securitv, but he 
supposed that the love of the Minister for 
literature would not allow him to dispense with an 
officer v.dth such a title as "entorrH)logist and 
vegetable pathologist." Then there was the 
tobacco expert, the instructor in coffee culture, 
and the dairy instructor. He believed the dairy 
instructor had done more good to the tit cte than 
any other man the Agricultural Department 
employed. If he could have the assurance of the 
}Iini"ter that all those gentlemen were profitably 
-he was sure they were pleasantly-employed, 
it would be a comfort to him. 
" The SECRETARY :FOR AGRICULTURE: 
The office of Agricultural Adviser had been in 
existence for some considerable time, and was 
filled by Mr. ::YlcLean. Most people knew that 
for many years :Mr. ::'.IcLean had been the 
working head of the department Mr. McLean 
advised in a great many ways. He was some
times sent to outside places where some pro
biem of a practical nature had to be solved. In 
the course of this year he had been sent on one 
occ3.sion to Roma, where the wheac had been 
frosted, and through his advice the farmers sotved 
their wheat, which they otherwise would have 
burned. He also g-ave information about the 
value of the land, and be travelled from one 
end of the colony to the other attending agri
cultural shows. He did good service in that 
way, as he met the farmers there and advised 
them in regard to anything connected with agri
culture. Then, again, they had dispensed with 
the services of the In•pector of State :Farms, 
Mr. Soutter, and Mr. :McLean would do that 
work in addition to his other duties, Yisiting the 
various State farms, from Cairns to the Darling 
Downs. 

Mr. l\IAXWELL: Has he got the requisite 
knowledge to do that? 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
He believed that he had. }fr. McLe.1n had 
been a practical farmer for a great many years. 
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The SECRETARY FOR AGRICl:LTURE: There is 
an experiment station at Cairns now and a 
chemist. They are under Dr. Maxwell. 

It was because be was a very admirable farmer, 
and was very well known, that he had been ap
pointed to the department in it• infancy. Since 
that time, like others, he presumed he had been 
learning. He had been in close association with ! 

such expert knowledge as the department pos
sessed, and he was in every way a practical man. 
The hon. member for Balonne had made fun of 
the patholo~ist and entomologist, but he must 
admit that a practical farmer was necessary in 
connection with the department. :\Ir. :\IcLean 
was a practic""l farmer, and he had also obtained 
scientific knowledge in the department. He 
was exceedingly useful, and he really did not 
know how they could get on without him. If 
there was no other reason for retaining his 
servicPs, he was necessary in order to supervise 
the work of the State farms, on which a great 
deal of public money had been expended. Xot 
only did he think Mr. McLr~n was nece,sary, 
but his predecessors in office had also thought 
so. "With regard to the botanist and the 
entomologist, it must be admitted that such 
men were necessary, seeing that all vegetable 
growth and all animals in a country like Queens
land had a tendency to be infe.>ted with all sorts 
of terdble afflictions. It was quite true that the 
travelling dairy had done very useful work, but 
for three or four years after it hrtd been estab
lished it was conoidered an absolute laughing
stock, and the utility of retaining the ser,"ices of 
the entorr:ologist and botanist would also be seen 
in the course of time. It was ridicnlou.s to ask ' 
him to defend the retention of their .services. 
They were both men of very high rank in their 
profession, and a credit to Queensland. 

:VIr. NE\VELL: There was an insinuation by 
the hon. member for North Brisbane, Mr. Fon·est, 
that there was some sort of underhand means 
employed to get Mr. Briinnich put out, and he 
thought there should be a searching inquiry 
either by a select committee or by some other 
method to find out where any injustice had been 
done. They should see that fair play was meted 
out to all otficials in Government departments. 
If lYlr. Brilnnieh's services were not required, 
there was no reason why he should be kept in 
the service. He did not believe in keeping any 
man on if he wa£ not required-in private 
employment persons were not kept on if their 
services were not wanted-at the same time, if 
his service'• could be utilised by the department, 

! it would be better to economise by reducing 
salaries than by sweeping this man out of the 
service. If a man was not wanted let him go, 
but if an injustice was being done, let them find 
out all about it. 

:\fr. ARMSTRONG: In the last paper that 
the hon. gentleman had read, it appeared that 
the chemist in the fir,st instance asked to be 
relieved of teaching work, and if the principal of 
the college considered that he should be relie-•ed 
of that work, he presumed it was right for it to 
be done; but before it was proposed to remove 
him from the college he onght to have been given 
an opportunity of retuming to his work rather 
than turn him adrift in the world. The man 

originally sent to do the work of 
[9·30 p.m.] te1tching at the college should have : 

the refusal of doing that work. The ' 
man going there had not one-tenth of the c:..pacity 
of the man being sacked. There was a well
equipped laboratory to look after, and, if a capable 
man were put there at £300 a year to look 1tfter 
that laboratory, it would be wise admini,tration. 
'' The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
He might inform the Committee that :\Ir. Gurney 
was recommended by Dr. 111axwell and appointed 
by the late Minister, ::\Ir. Chataway. He was 
perfectly competent to deal with the laboratory 
and do good work there. ::\Ir. Gurney taught 
elementary chemistry, organic chemistry, labora
tory work in genemL agricultural chemistry, and 
physics. Mr. Gurney had not turned Mr. Brl\n
nich out. Mr. Brl\nnich twelve months ago wished 
to be relieved, and had been relieved, from teach
ing at the Agricultural College-~< seevice which 
he never engaged to perform. If Mr. Brilnnich 
had been on the staff of the Agricultural College, 
he would certainly have considered it a rank 
injustice to dispense with his services. 

:\1r. NEWELL ( Woothakata): If Mr. Briln
nich was as good a man itS he was represented to 
be- and he believed that to be the case-it was 
hardly right to dispense with his services. If the 
kanaka had to go there was plenty of land in the 
North that would have to be put to other uses, 
and the services of a man like Mr. Briinnich 
would be very u,eful in that part of the colony in 
analysing wils so that people might know how to 
put the land to the best use. There was a State 
farm at Kamerunga, and he understood that 
there was land set aside in the Barron valley. 

1901-6:\' 

* :\Ir. TOL:\IIE; If inducements were held out 
to the agricultural chemrst to leave a permanent 
position and take up service in this department 
he had been hardly dealt with in having his ser
vic~s dispensed with four years after his appoint
ment. He was told that this gentleman was one 
of the finest analytical chemists in Australia, 
and there was a great work in queensland for 
analytical chemistry. \Ve had a vast r;tnge of 
climate, and a great many soils throughout 
Qneensland, and rf we were going to put those 
soils to the best use it wa' . .:.bsolutely necessary 
that we should have ,. knowledge of their 
constituent elements. In the past a great 
deal of the miofortunes that had happened to 
growers had ari·,Bn from the fact that they 
had been endeavouring to mise products 
on wi! that was absolutely unsuited for them. 
They hoped thitt the Agricultural Department 
wonlcl remove this disability, and that the 
settlers in the various parts of the colony would 
be able to go to the Agricultural Department, as 
ft matter of right, and ask for the soils in their 
particular district to be analysed, and sufficient 
infonnation giYen to then1 to guide the1n in 
coming to a right conclusion as to the most 
suitable products to grow. They knew that it 
was to their interests to make the greatest 
possible uses of the soil that they could, and they 
could not do that unless they could get to know 
the constituent elements of it, and unless 
they could ascertain the particular lines upon 
wbich they should set to work. The reason 
why this branch of the Agricultural Depart
ment had not been so successful as it might 
have been, had been on account of the prohibi
tive charges which had been made for analyses. 
It seemed to be taken for granted that s- ttlers 
were able to pay a high price for work of that 
kind, but they knew as a matter of fact that 
was not so, and they should endeavour to assist 
them as much as they could. They must not 
take it for granted that the sugar industry was 
the only industry. He was quite prepared to 
assist that industry, but they had appointed an 
analytical chemist for the sugar industry, and 
though the sugar planters paid one-half of his 
salary the farmers had to contribute the other 
half. 

The SECRETARY J<'OR AGI<ICULTURE: Not the 
farmers. 

Mr. TOLMIK: The State had to do it, and 
in the State were included the farmers. 

Hon. A. S. CowLEY : And the miners. 
Mr. TOLl\IIIE : And the miners and thP rest 

of the community, but at present he was advo
cating the cause of the agriculturists, and he 
maintained that it would be to their advantage 
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to have a man who posse,;sed the 'lualifications 
of an analytical chelllist retained by the depart
ment. If they had anyone in the ch·il service 
who was not making a f«ir return for the 
amount paid to him :t was the duty of the 
Government tu dis!Jense with him, but if 
a man could be !Jrofitably employed, s0 far 
as the :State was concerned, he should not 
be got rid of. This officer should be retained, 
even if they •mly employed him in making free 
analyses for the farmers of ("ueensland. Some 
hon. members un the other side seemed totally 
unaware of the amount of work that was being 
done by the ~\gricultural Department for the 
benefit of the agricnltural industry. If those 
gentlemen would simply try to ascertain what 
was being done they would do very much more 
good thau by talking of things of which they 
knew nothing. If hon. members on his side 
who knew nothing about mining were to get up 
and talk about it they would placo themselves 
in a ridiculous position, and it was the same 
with hon. members who occupied time in 
criticising the work carried on by this department 
without having sufficient knowledge of the subject. 
He knew very little personally ab.mt ;\Ir. Brlin
nich; but if he had been induced to leave a 
permanent situation where he was receiving a 
fair remuneration to enter the service of the 
State, and then turned adrift at the expiration of 
four years, he conic! form no other conclusion 
than that he had been somewhat hardly treated. 
:B'urther than that, he thonght that if the dPpart
ment endeavoured to keep him constantly mn
ployed in analysing s·>ils from the different parts 
of Queensland, they would be doing good work. 
Eo.rlier in the evening he stated he hoped the 
time would shor~ly arrive when the Government 
would spend twice c1s much as they did now in 
order to encourage the agricultural industry. 
s,veral members had adversely criticised, 
and rightly, the attitude assumed by some 
members on the other side in objecting to work 
being done to aid the agricultural industry. He 
thought something vta~ being donA deroga
toey to the interests of agriculture by dispensing 
with the services uf a man who if kept would 
render a greRt deal of aid to farmers and who 
could tell them wh«t they were able to grow in 
particular soils. The reason why the larmers 
had not been able to take ad\·antage of analytical 
chemistry was because the department had 
handicapped them by charging heav:<· fees. He 
m~intained that the department would be doing 
exc ·.!lent service if they held out inducements to 
farmers to get proper analyses of soil and let 
them know what they could produce in various 
parts of the culony. Instead of doing that in 
certain districts crops had been grown which 
were not as remunerative as would be the case if 
farmers could get proper &naly,es of soils. The 
most of these men were poor and could not, afford 
to pa.y for &nalyse,. This continual struggle to 
obtain knowlerlge was retarding the agricultural 
industry in Queensland. They were all proud of 
the agricultural industry here, and he thought it 
was going tu come to the relief of Queensland at 
the present j uno tu re. 
* Hox. A. S. COIVL}~Y: It. was really aston
i:;hiug ho'\v 1na:ny advocates there ·were for the 
retention of public officers when the Government 
desired to retrench. He believed all that had 
been said &bout 1\Ir. Bri.i.nnich : that he wRs a 
very capable rr;an, and would be a credit to any 
department in the St1te. But they had to face 
the fact that the country demanded retrench
ment wherever it could be m&de. 

Mr. ToLmE : \Vby not begin with ourselves? 
HoN. A. S. COIVLEY : If the hon. member 

would table a motion to do away with payment 
of member~, he would support him. 

l'>Ir. ToL~riE: I am only a young member. 
You, being an older member, bring- it forward. 

Hocs-. A. 8. COWLEY : Being a young 
member, the hon. member did not understan.i 
the difficulties of the position, but he (Mr. 
Cowley) being an old member did understand 
the difficulties of the position. He was not to be 
caught that way. (Laughter.} 

:Mr. BROW NE: Is this officer rt·ally required? 
HoK. A. S. COWLEY : The Minister s&id 

tho.t he was not required. He (Mr. Cowley} 
came here with a fr1endly feeling towards Mr. 
Brunnich, with " perfectly open mind, &nd 
wanted to know the truth of the matter. Ha\·· 
ing heard all that had been said on both side,, he 
believed if he were in the Minister's position be 
would do just the same a' he bad done. The 
hon. member who had last spoken seemed to 
think that if Mr. Briirmich was retained the 
farmH5 would rush to him to get out of their 
difficulties. 

])Jr. ToL>IIE: Not when an excessive charge is 
made. 

HoK. A. S. COWLEY: The fees were from 
5s. to £7 7s. ; it all depended on the nature of 
the analyses. Generally speaking he found that 
agriculturists and others valued most what they 
h&d to pay for, but what they got free they very 
rarely &~cepted. He did not think the farmers 
of the country would begrudge paying " fair 
price for analyses. They saw that in 1898-99 
only £32 lls., in 1899-HlOO only £13 15s., and 
last year only £13 odd had been received in fees 
from the f:wmers; so that showed that they were 
not very anxious to take advantage of l\Ir. 
Brlinnich's services. 

Mr. TOLMIE : ThPy are not able to. 
HoN. A. S. CO'iVLEY: He knew a great 

deal better than that, for he was proud of the 
prosperous cundition of the farmer~. He was 
not one of those who cried down the farmers. 
The farmers in a great many districts had had 
several good se&son', and he was delighted to see 
that they were doing remarkably well ; and if 
they wanted to get their soils analysed, surely 
thev would not object to pay " small fAe. lt 
wa; reallv laughable the way in which some 
hon. menlberb referred to the &nxiety farmers 
had for &nalyses of their soils. They had seen 
Chinamen, who never had any analyses, t&king 
crops off the samn grounrl ye&r after year, and 
each successive year their crops seemed better 
than the preceding years. The fact was that 
the farmer.; did not take advantage of the 
opportunities offered them. The hon. member 
spoke about the sugar-growers and Dr. Maxwell. 
Let the wheat-growers approach the Govern
ment as thA cane-grower' had done, and pay 
h::ilf the rost of" !&boratory and the officers re
quired. Tbat wonld be a very small tax on 
them, am! let the Government. su hsidise them £1 
for £1, and let then1 get l\Ir. Brlinnich or snme 
other tirst-clas.; man. The Minister s~tid th&t Mr. 
Bri.\nnich did not t&ke the place of Mr. Gurney, 
JY1r. Briinnich was never an officer at the college. 

Hon. E. B. FoRREST : That is not true. He 
was engaged for the college. 

HoK. A. S. COWLEY : He wa" only saying 
what he had heen given to understand. He 

w&s an officer of the dep&rtment, 
[10 p.m.] aud for a time his services had been 

made use of at the college. There 
were two l&boratories at the college, one of 
which was for the u,c;e of the students, and the 
other for the use of Mr. Bri.\nnich, so that the 
students would not suffer through the retrench
ment of Mr. Bri.\nnich. There was one point 
which the Minister had dwelt upon, and which 
he wished to emphasise, and that was th&t, if they 
were going to make the college a success, there 
must be unanimity between the principal and his 
assistants. Just im&gine for a moment if there 
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was continual squabbling and bickering betw·een 
the hea:l of the college· and his professors, what 
the vupils would think. 

Hon. E. B. FoRRE1lT : Has there been 
nothing of that eort? 

Hox. A. S. OOWLEY believed there was none 
of it at the preeent time. 

Hon. E. B. FORRES'l': There has been nothing 
else since the college otarted. 

Hox. A. S. OOWLEY was sorry to hear it. 
He thought that after Professor tlhelton was 
dispensed with everything ran 'lnoothly and 
amica.bly. He would YPry mucn like t0 see Mr. 
Bri.lnnich'; services retained; but, at the same 
time, he thought that the Minister was perfectly 
justified in dispensing with the Hervices of any 
man, no matter what position he held, if he was 
of opinion that the best interests of the State 
would be served by that retrenchment. 
* Mr. AR:YISTRONG: Up till recently he 
thought that the hon. member for Herbert was 
an expert, to a certain extent, in agricultural 
matters ; but the more be heard him speak the 
less he thought the hon. member did know. He 
agreed entirely with the hon. member when he 
said that there should be absolute unanimity 
between the principal of the college and his 
staff; but had the Minister, or any of those who 
supported him, shown that that was not so in 
the present case? The Minister bad not shown 
that the principal did not want to keep Mr. 
Brlinnich. In the course of a recent conversa
tion with the principal bP. had distinctly told 
him (Mr. Armstrong) that both Mr. Bri.lnnich and 
Mr. Gurney were absolutely necessary for the 
successful working of the college. 'fbat was 
new to the Minister, but, probably, if the hon. 
gentleman had discussed the question with the 
principal, he would have discovered it for him
self. ~ o hon. member had shown that Mr. 
Brii..nnich's services were not necesf'iary to the 
State. Everyone who read the Agrioulturttl 
Journal knew that they were just entering on 
the fringe of "cientiiic farming in Queensland, 
and the "ervices of men of the high attainments 
of lVIr. Brlinnich would be more and more neces
sary every day. The hem. member for 'l'oo
woomba repre,,ented a very old farmin~S district. 
He (Mr. Armstron~) had been brought up there, 
and be knew .,f lands in that district that 
required fertilising and improving. The same 
thing was to be found in his own electorate, 
and, as the owners of those lands discovered this, 
they sent for a complete analysis of their soil, to 
find out what elements had been removed by 
successive cropping, and which it was necessary 
to restore to the soil. The Minister and the hon. 
member for Herbert had not shown that there 
was no necessity for a man of iiir. Briinnich's 
attainments. If the hon. member for Herbert 
knew anything about farming, he would know 
that an analysis of the soil was required after I 

years of farming. When a man first started farm- ! 

ing, the initial expenses were so heavy that he 
could not afford to have four or five analyses ! 

made at a cost of £7 is. each, because any hon. 
member who bad been in a farming district 
knew that. every 50 yards in a ploughed field you : 
would see a variation in the soil. It was a very 
much more expensive matter than had been so ' 
flippantly dilated upon by the hon. member for 
Herbert. There were a hundred and one differ
ent ways in which the services of such a man 
would repay the country a hundredfold for the 
next four or five years. He would give one 
instance in his own experience to show this. Hon. 
members might have noticed, growing along the 
banh of the Lockyer and the creeks on the 
eastern watershed of the main range, a very 
beautiful tree known as the 1Ioreton Bay chest
nut. L'nfortunately, it produced a very poisonous 
bean. Mr. Bri.inniehanalysed this, andaecertained 

that by simply cracking the beans and immersing 
them in water for a certain tin1e, it heca1ne oue of 
the most fattening foddors. He had lost hundreds 
of cattle through eating the bean, but had tried 
the effect of the bean under ~Ir. Bri.lnnich's direc
tions, and he found that it had absolutely no ill 
effects on stock. £175 was a mere fleabite com
pared with the sttving that would be effected 
by the results of that one experiment alone. 
'l'hen again .Mr. Briinnich was entering upon an 
analyses of the different grasses, showing the 
economic and fattening qualities of each, and 
which it would pay the farmer best to grow. 
Although the cost of cultivation might be 
greater m one instance than another, the value of 
analysis was in showing which was the better of 
two fodders to cultivate. Economy in those 
matters was not to be gauged by the paltry 
saving of a few pounds in salary. There had 
heen nothing shown why Mr. Brli.nnieh should 
b, removed, and how, he would ask the Minister, 
was the work of the department going to be done 
if the scientists of the department were removed? 
\V ere they going to grope about in the dark as 
they had done in the past ? If the greatest 
benefit possible were going to be derived from 
the employment of scientific gentlemen, then 
the department must be in sympathy with the 
efforts at re,earch made by its scientists, and 
the Minister had not only shown that he was 
unsympathetic, but had not shown, either by 
argument or fact, that there was no necessity 
for an analytical chemist in (.;!uBensland. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
He never said that an analytical chemist was 
not u.;eful. All he said was that there appeared 
to be a necessitv for retrenchment, but imme
diately the friends of certain persons were dis
pensed with then the Minister was denounced. 
He had not given an opinion about Mr. Bri.ln· 
nich, but he bad no hesitation in saying that he 
was a competent chemist. The hon. member for 
Lockyer had freely expressed his opinions about 
the value of analysis, and he would now read 
the opinion given by Mr. Lee at the Agricul
tural Conference, and also the opinion of Mr. 
Briinnich. Mr. Lee was a farmer of considerable 
repute, and this is what he said-

}1r. J. W. Lee (Zillmere) : I am very pleased that the 
~ubject of manuriug has been set down as a topic for 
discussion. as I am su1·e that for the farmer there is no 
more important one. The gentleman who read the 
paper apparently \Vent to a good deal of trouble over it, 
and has provided us with a good deal of food for reflec
tion. The analysing of soils has been mentioned ; but 
:\\·hen yon have obtained an analysis of a soil, what are 
you to do with it i- So analyst that I know of eau 
give you a just idea of what your soil reqnires at 
the time. rPhe ttuestion is not what your soil is 
composed of, but whether that which is in the soil 
is available for plant food. If the constituents are 
not a\·ailable. then the analysis is not worth the 
paper it is wntten on. The analysh; may show 
potash, but it may be in that condition that it is of no 
use to the plants that you may have to grow on the land. 
Suppose a man is pulled up for starving his children. He 
pleads that there is plenty of food in his house ; but 
when the policeman inspects that house, he finds that, 
although there is plenty of food there, it is all locked 
up. It is precisely the same with the soil. The food 
may be in the soil, but unless it is available for plant 
food, and unless the analyst can give you an idea as to 
whether it is available (and they have not been able t{) 
do so yet. so far as I am awareJ, then a. soil analysis is 
not much good. 

Then Mr. Bri.lnnich said-
! may state that it is largely a fact that 3-Ir. IJee is 

almost right. in his expression of opinion that, so far, 
we really know very little a8 to the available plant food 
in a soil hy a single analysis. Every farmer !Jas. h0w
ever, the power of finding out what l1is soil requires, 
and that is by simply carrying out a few manurial 
experiments. These need not entail mncb expPnditure, 
anc.l the information gained would be invaluable. 

Hon. E. B. J<'ORREST: Tell us what Dr. Max
well saya. 
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The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
He was speaking about ~\fr. BrUnnich, and not 
Rbr,ut Dr. l\Iaxwell. 

Hon. E. B. }'ORRES'r: \V ell, you have given 
the opinion of ::VIr. Lee, :md we are not discuss
ing him. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
The hon. members for Brisbane North and the 
Lockyer seemed to think that because they had 
certain friends in the Government service there
fore the country was to go on paying them 
whether they were wanted or not. 

Hon. E. B. FORREST: Make no mistake of 
that sort. You know that is not correct. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
The hon. member had the hardihood to say that 
three people, whose names he would not mention, 
had entered into a conspiracy to get rid of Mr. 
BrUnnich. 

Hon. E. B. FoRREST : I did not mention a 
conspiracy. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
He should like to know the names of those three 
persons. 

Hon. E. B. FORREST: The conspiracy exists 
in the dep"rtment. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
vVhy did the hon. member use doubtful expres
sions imputing guilt to persons whose names he 
would not mention? le they were guilty, men
tion them. If they were not, why slander them? 
"What was the unfortunate country to do ? 
vVould it ever be able to economise ? The 
moment the Government made any attempt at 
such a thing, persons who outside clamoured for 
economy abused the department for adopting that 
conrse. \Vhat did it matter to him if there was a 
conspiracy against Mr. Briinnich if he had made 
up his mind that, in the interests of the country, 
it was necessary to get rid of Mr. Bri.i.nnich? 
There were two chemi,ts, and the Government 
decided to get rid of one. ,Just as there were 
two photographers and two artists of whom one 
in each case had to go, and just as it had been 
found necessary to dispense with the services of 
Mr. Soutar. Were the public expected to believe 
that there had also been a conspiracy to get rid 
of those gentlemen? Hon. members hinted 
mysteriously at conspiracies, but would not com
mit themselves to anything. They would not help 
him to detect where the reptile lurked who 
hatched the conspiracy. 

Hon. E. B. FoRREST : I never mentioned the 
word '"conspiracy." 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
The hon. member said something which was 
equivalent to it. 

Hon. E. B. FoRREST: I said it suited three 
people that BrUnnich should go out of the de
partment. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICL:LTURE: 
That meant exactly the same thing-that he was 
going out, n•Jt because the Cabinet said it was 
necebsary to economise, but because certain 
people wanted to get rid of him. If persons 
were plotting; if the influence of which the hon. 
member for North Brisbane spoke was being 
nonverted into political influence, and Mr. 
Briinnich was suffering an abominable injus'-ice 
in consequence, why did not the hon. member 
say who those men were? He wanted to act in 
the interests of justice and for the public good, 
and why should he be left to do what was wrong 
because the hon. member would not disclose the 
names of those people-if they were real people 
and not spooks? 

Hon. E. B. FORREST: They are real people. 
The SECRETARY FOR AGRIGGLTURE: 

If the hon. member knew them and would not 
disclose their names, he thought less of the 
hon. member than he did before. 

Hon. E. B. FORREST: No you don't. 

Mr. STEPHE::'\SO?'f (Ipsw,·ch): Mr. Briin
nich's removal from the Agricultural College 
was regarded as a pooitive calamity by the 
farmers in the district, and he did not hesitate to 
say that Mr. Br\\nnich had been exceedingly 
ill-treated. He was a gentleman of great 
scientific attainments, and he threw up a much 
more lucrative position to go to the college. 
If he had not been regarded as one of the 
teaching staff of the college by the hon. mem
ber for Herbert, it was only by that hon. 
member that he had not been so regarded. \Vith 
that hon. member it was a case of "Let the 
galled jade wince-my withers are unwrung." 
'£hough he was not an admirer of P10fessor 
Shelton, it seemed to him that the principal of 
the college should be a man of high scientific 
attainments ; and though Mr. Mahon was a very 
capable man in his way, no one could seriously 
regard him as being capable of occupying the posi
tion of principal of an institution like the Agri
cultural College. In the interests of the college, 
and of the farmers of the district, he hoped the 
Minister would reconsider his determination. 

Mr. AR:\ISTROXG: The Secretary for Agri
culture never made a greater mistake than when 
he said that he (Mr. Armstrong) was arguing for 
a friend on the floor of that Chamber. He had 
raised the question of doing justice to,, man who 
was not as much a friend of his as of the Secre
tary for Agriculture himeelf. The Secretary for 
Agriculture, and the hon. member for Herbert, 
in a flippant way, said that Mr. Briinnich was 
not a mmnber of the staff of the college, but that 
was only a quibble. 

Mr. KERR (Bttrcoo) rose to a point of order. 
An hon. member on his side had been ordered to 
withdraw the word "quibble," and he asked the 
Chairman's ruling as to whether it was parlia
mentary. 

The CHAIRMAN: \Vhen the exprec,Rion was 
made use of in an earlier part of the evening, it 
was looked upon by the member at whom it was 
directed as an offensive term, and I was bound 
to take notice of it. On this occasion there has 
been no notice taken of it by the members to 
whom the expression was applied. 

Mr. ARMSTROKG: If the expression was 
distastefnl to the hon. member--

Mr. KllnR: lt is not distasteful, but I want 
fair play to both sides. 

Mr. ARMSTRO:i\'G: He would give the hon. 
member fair play by withdrawing the word 
"quibble." Since 1897 Mr. Bri.i.nnich had never 
been out of the laboratory at the college, and he 
had always been available to the farmers and 
settlers of the district. 

HoN. E. B. :B'ORREST: With regard to the 
question as to whether Mr. Briinnich had been 
engaged at the college or not Mr. Briinnich 
ought to know, and this was what that gentle
man said-

When engaged I proposed to the Hon. A. J. Thynne, 
who was then 3linister for Agriculture. that it 'vould 
be advisable for me to take up my quarters at Gatton, 
where the Agricultural College was just being built, 
advising for the sake of economy to build only one 
laboratory, which could, anyhow for a few years until 
we learnt what work would chiefly turn up. do duty 
for both the college and the Agricultural Department. 
I also took up the teaehing of chcmistl'.Y and allied 
subjects. lecturing to the students with apparent 
success for three years. 

Yet they were told by the Minister that be was 
never at the college. 

Mr. MAXWELL : He does not know anything 
about his department. 

HoN. E. B. FORREST : He did not. It was 
perfectly absurd to say that Mr. Briinnich was 

not qualified as a profeesor, because 
[10"30 p.m.] he was engaged for that purpose, 

and at the request of the depart
ment he took over other duties. He took to 
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teaching chemistry at the college, and with 
apparent satisfactwn for three years. A gross 
injustice had been done in kicking this man out 
and putting ftnother man in. He would not give 
the names of the persons he h:1d referred to, but 
if any hon. member desired he would be very 
pleased to give them to him privately. 
*The SECRETARYFORAGRIOULTURE: 
He would read th<O Gove1·nment Gazette of 30th 
January, 1897-

His Excellency the Governor, with the advice of the 
Executive Council, has heen pleased to appoint Jollann 
Christian Bri'mnich, agricultural chemist, such appoint
ment to take effect from the ~lst, 3Iarch, 1897. 

Mr. Brhnnich was not appointed as a teacher 
of chem.istry to the boys of the college. He 
would hke to say that the action had only 
gone so far that they did not know precisely 
what would occur in a few months' time, and 
it was considered n,d visable only to proYide for 
the payment of one of the agricultural chemists, 
and that one Mr. Brunnich, for a period of 
six months. If there was a necessity for re
taining Mr. Brunnich's services, and the funds 
were available for doing so, and it would be 
for the public benefit, there would be no diffi
culty in retaining them. At the present time, 
however, they had not the slightest idea what 
the tariff would be, or what the revenue of 
the colony would be, and he thought it was 
highly desirable to make provision for such 
absolutely forced retrenchment as they might 
have to make. So far as Mr. Briinnich was con
cerned, he regretted th>tt they had to dispPnse 
with his services. It would be better that he 
should be retained, but if it were a question 
whether someone had to go, it would probably 
be less inconvenient and less injurinus to dis
pense with :VIr. Briinnich, the agricultural 
chemist, than the other gentleman. If, on the 
other hand, it was f<ound that there was any real 
necessity for rPtaining him, he (the Secretary for 
Agriculture) did not wish to dispense with him. 

Mr. AmiS1'RONG : Do not you think there is a 
necE,,•ity for an analytic[\! chemist? 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
He thought there was an advantage. At one 
time they had only one chemist, and the colony 
d1d not go to pieces ; and if Mr. Briinnich went, 
they would still have the other gentleman, who, 
he presumed, could do the work for all l'ractical 
purposes just the same as 1\Ir. Briinnich. If there 
was the necessity, and means we;·e available, he 
would be glad to retain Mr. Briinnich's services. 

lVIr. ARl\ISTRONG thought that this was 
satisfactory. The Minister said if there was the 
necessity, and if there was sufficient money, JYlr. 
Briinmch would be retained ; but surely no hon. 
mEJmber would question that there was a neces
sity for his services. lf they gave him a wider 
field and a sympathetic department, they would 
find that ::\Ir. Briinnich's services would be of the 
greatest possible use to the colony. 

J\Ir. TURLEY (Brisoane South): '!'he horr. 
member said that he was not only dissatisfied 
regarding the action of the Government, but that 
there were charges of corruption in connection 
with this matter. 

Mr. ARJ\ISTRONG: No. 
Mr. TlJRLEY: On the part of certain officials. 

If the hon. member would bring a matter of that 
kind before the Rous~, and he made out a good 
case, he would always have the support of his 
(Mr. Turley\) side. 

M:·· AmiSTRONG: I did not say there was cor
ruptiOn. 

Mr. TURLEY: He did not say that the bon. 
member stated that. 

Mr. AmtSTRONG : '.Vill the hon. member 
allow me to explain. I made no statement at 
any time during this evening that there had been 
corruption. 

Mr. T"C"RLEY : The charge had been made 
that three officers of this department-one for 
personal motives and two for other motives-had 
endeavoured to get rid of another official. He 
wanted to know what their reasons were. 
It was strange that the hon. member, after 
standing up as he had done, should have 
made a complete surrender and backed down 
after a little criticism on the part of hon. 
members sitting behind him. He thought the 
position that the hon. gentleman should have 
taken up was to hold some inquiry into the 
statements made; he should have seen whether 
they could have been proved before he bad 
backed down. If any hon. member on the 
Opposition side had wasted so much time over 
this matter as hon. members on the other side had, 
they would have had two or three lectures from 
the Premier long ago. Only three members 
of the Opposition had spoken ; the hon. member 
for Burke twice, ::md he occupied about fifteen 
minutes ; then the hon. member for Cairns, 
who occupied about forty minutes; and the hon. 
member for Kennedy, who only occupied a few 
minut<:s. He thought that some of the speeches, 
and especially that of the hon. member for Too
woomba, Mr. Tolmie, seemed to have the strong 
flavour of electioneering. They did not want 
that, but they wanted to treat all questions 
honestly when they came up for discussion. The 
Minister should have taken up the challenge of 
hon. members supporting him, and have made 
some inquiry into the matter. But no, he had not 
dune that; he had backed down completely. 
Reading between the lines, it amounted to this: 
that one of these gentlemen bad been appointed by 
Dr. i\Iaxwell and the other had not, and the 
sugar-planter had the biggest pull. He himself 
dicl not know anything about these two officials 
personally ; he was only going on the statements 
which had been made by the ::\Iinister and hon. 
members sitting behind him. One gentleman 
was recommended by Dr. Maxwell, the sugar 
man, and he had the biggest pull, as far as his 
O\Vn nominee was concPrned. 

The SRCRETAHY ~'OR AGRICGLTGRE: \Vhat about 
Mr. Brlinnich ? 

Mr. TURLEY: Dr. Maxwell did not recom
mend him. 

The SRCREIARY FOR AGRICCLTGRE : The 
Colonial Sugar Refinery Company-what about 
them? 

Mr. TURLEY : They could hardly get away 
from the idea that there was some suspicion in 
the matter. He had only gone on the evidence 
which had been given by the Minister and by 
hon. members sitting behind him. There was 
one other little matter. On the 22nd October 
last the following questions were asked :-

1. 1,Vhat is the total number of Chinese and other 
aliens at present engaged in the cultb ation of tobacco 
in the Texas and Inglewootl Uistricts 7 

2. ·what was the total value of the Cl'Ol>S grown in 
those two districts during 1900-

la\ By Chinese? 
I b) By white farmers? 

And the reply was
l. 148. 
2. (a I £2,246; (hi £8.~i4. 

He might say that he was up at Stanthorpe hst 
Saturday, and one of the first men he met thera 
was a man from Texas who wanted to know 
where this information was obtained from-that 
was about the amount of tobacco grown at Texas. 
He said that information given in this reply was 
a deliberate misstatement, and he used much 
stronger language than that. He found outjthat 
nine-tenths of the tobacco grown there was 
grown by Chinese, hut the white owners of 
the land received one-fourth of the products of 
the land. These white men were sorts of 
agents between the Chinamen and the persons 
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who bought the tobacco, and yet they had 
got information like this from the ='>Iinister 
for Agriculture. He thought members w~re 
entitled to get reliable information, but here 
this information was absolutely misleading. 
\Vhen the excise duty on tobacco was raised the 
then Treasurer, Sir Hugh ~ elson, said that the 
impost would not be very much lelt by white 
men, for the m:.tjor part of the tobacco was 
grown by Chinese. Four or five years ago there 
were white men engaged in this industry, but 
they had been abwlutely driven out by the 
Chinese. The information should have been 
that the Chinese grew 8,000 or D,OOO lb., and 
white men only 2,000 lb. That would have been 
nearer the mark. The idea was to gull the 
public into believing information that was given 
by a responsible Minister, e,lthough it was not in 
accordance with the information they got from 
people living in the district. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
It did not follow that the people living in the 
district were necessarily accurate. If the hon. 
member wanted to know where he got the infor
mation from, he rniQ:ht tell him that he got it 
from the Re;;istrar-General. He got the infor
mation believing it to be reliable, and it was 
more likely tn be accurate than the gossip that 
the hon. member heard in St•nthorpe. \Vhether 
it was right or wrong, the Registrar-General was 
generally regarded as probably the srmndest 
source from which such information could be 
obtained. If the hon. member found it was 
mcorrect, instead of passing any reflection upon 
the unfortunate Secretary for Agriculture, he 
had better go and have a battle-royal with the 
Registrar-Genera I. 

Hon. A. S. COWLEY : The men themselves 
supply the information to the Registrar-General. 

'rhe SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
That was so. At •my rate, that was the source 
of his information. \Vith rr gard to the qnestion 
of surrendering at the conclu,ion of his speech 
the position he had assumed at an earlier period, 
he simply repeated what he said at the com
mencement-! hat he had no desire to dispense 
with Mr. Br\\nnich's services, and that it was 
considered necessary to give him six months and 
see bow the times went. 

Mr. GIVEKS happened to be particularly 
interested in the que,tion of leasing land to 
aliens, a~ some of the staple industries of 
Queemland were falling into the hands of 
the Chinese. From private sources he believed 
that the statement made by the hem. member for 
South Brisbane W>tg thoroughly reliable with 
r•· g'ud to the proportion of tobacco gtown at 
Texas by Chinese. He did not blame the 
Minister or the Registrar-General for not having 
any accurate information on the subject. 

~Ir. Tt:RLEY : \Vhy give information at all if 
it i~ not correct? 

Mr. GIVEXS: But when they could not give 
P"sitive amounts they should have said that it 
was only an approximation. The Regietrar
General had not the means at hi" disposal to find 
out the quantity of land in the hands ot the 
Chinese or the quantity of tobacco that was 
grown by them, and no one knew that better 
than the Secretary for Agriculture. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: I do not 
know anything of the sort. I get my informa
tion from the Registrar-General, and I dn not 
go to the hon. member for Cairns for it. 

Mr. GIYENS: In some departments the 
Regiotrar-General had ample means at his dis
posal f,,r getting the fullest and most accurate 
information, but that was not so in this connec
tion. At the <.ame time, they had a perfect right 
to insist that when information was given, it 
should be accurate, or they should be told that it 
was only an approximation. With regard to the 

services of ='>Ir. Bri\nnich being dispensed with, 
he had listened carefuliy to the Minister's explana
tion of the matter, and the Minister stated, in a 
very excited manner, that three officers of his 
department were charged with having entered 
into a conspiracy--

The SECRETARY FOR AGl\ICULct'CRE : I never 
said so. 

Mr. G IYE~S : The hon. g~ntleman did say 
so, and every member who was present at the 
time he was speaking knew that he said so. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICcLTURE: Twaddle! 
Mr. GIVE~t\: The hon. gentleman said that 

the hon. member for :1\orth Brisbane charged 
three of the officers of his department with 
entering into a conspiracy to get .Mr. Bri\nnich 
discharged, and he demanded that the hon. 
member for Xorth Brisbane should give him the 
names of those three officers, otherwbe the bon. 
member would be as bad as thoee officers. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICCLTURE : l said 
three persons-not three officers. 

Mr. GJVEXS: Three officers of the depart
ment. The hon. gentleman repeated that state
ment half-11-dozen times. ~ow he would tell the 
hon. gentlerr1an who the three offic>->rs were. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: Tell them, 
but no one will believe you. 

Mr. GIVE::\S: It had been the common talk 
of hon. members on the balconies all the cwening. 
Thev were the L;nder Secretary, Mr. ::Vlabon, 
the -principal of the college, and Dr. l'l1axwell. 
He had heard those names mentioned by half·a
dozen men>bers. 

The SECRETARY FOR i,GRICULTcRE: I would 
not. believe it on that authority. It is ridiculous 
to offer 11s evidence what hon. members say out
side. 

Mr. GIVE::\S: The hon. member for ::\orth 
Briobane was there, and several other members 
had mentioned the names in his presence. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICcLTURE : If the hon. 
member for ~orth Brisbane will state it I will 
pay some attention to it. 

Mr. G IVE::\'S: T!;e hon. member for Brisbane 
North stated that Mr. Bri\nnich 

[11 p. m.] was being shifted, not for reasons 
of economy, but because it suited 

three officers of the department to 'hift him, and 
the Secretary for Agriculture accepted thr, chal
lenge, and said if the hon. member did not dis
close the names he was as bad as the conspira
tors. Then tn wind up all, because of the pres
sure and criticism brought to bear from his own 
side of the House, the hon. gentleman, instead of 
promising a full inquiry into the matter, com
pletely surrendered, and said that probably t~e 
Government would have enough money to retam 
Mr. Bri.innich. He knew nothing of the merits 
of the officer, but when such a grave charge was 
brought against officers of the der artment, he 
thought it meriterl inquiry. 

The PREMIER (Hon. R. Philp, To1•nsvil1e) 
c·ould not allow the statements of the hon. mem
ber to poss unnoticed. There had been no con
spiracy. Six months ago the Cabinet decided that 
Mr. Bri.innich should go, and neither Mr. Mahon, 
J\fr. McDermott, nor Dr. Maxwell had had any
thing tu Llo with it, or were consulted in any way. 

Mr. GIVENS: I did net say they were. 
The PREMIER: It was decided that he arrd 

others should go for the sake of ecnnomv, and 
the recomrnenrlation had come from the J\1inister 
presiding over the department. He hoped Mr. 
Bri.innich's services would be retained, but he 
could assure hon. members that if the Gnvern
ment were going to "make both ends meet" they 
w"uld have to economise a great deal more; and 
if they were to be met by opposition of this kind 
there would be no chance of economy. There 
were two chemists in the employ of tbe Govern
ment at the college, and the question was which 
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one should go? Personally, he thought the one 
who had been employed late,t "h~n1lcl reti!e. 
The matter wo1,1ld be recon~idered. The Go
vernment had no wish to d8 an injustice, and if 
there was work for :\fr. Br\innich he would be 
kept on, but no one would be employed unless 
the Government could find work for them. 

Mr. BROWNE (Croydon): He had been listen
ing for three hours to et debate which, if it had 
emanated from his side, would have been 
criticised as waste of time. Charges of corruption 
had been brought against the Government by 
members on their own side. The hon. member 
for South Brisbane expressed his surprise at 
what had taken place, but he would point out 
that they were getting usecl to that sort of thing 
from the Government side. That was the 
second occasion this session when the hon. mern
ber for Lockyer had brought charges against the 
Government. Last session the hc,n. member for 
l\fatyborough brought charges of corruption 
against the Secretary fur \Vorks, Hon .• J. :\Iurray; 
and on another occasion the member for South 
Brisbane, ::\h. Stephens, broug-ht a charg-e of cor· 
ruption against Sir James Dickson. Charge' of 
that sort were continually coming from Govern
ment supporter,, and yet they continued to sup
port the Government! 

The SECRETARY l<'OR RAILWAYS: ::\lr. Dickson 
was not a member of the Government when those 
charges were broug-ht again>t him. 

:Mr. BRO\VNE: He was not at the time, but 
he was shortly after. Charges had been made 
to-night arsainst the Secretary for A~riculture, 
and they had been backed up by the hon. mem
ber for North Brisbane. He thought they mig-ht 
occupy their time more profitably than by die
cuRsing the retrenchment of an officer drawing 
£300 a year. \Vith regard to the Agricultural 
College, the hon. member for Toowoornba, :\Ir. 
Tolmie, who was a new member, threw all sorts 
·of asper,ions on members on the Opposition 
side. If that hon. member had always taken as 
much interest in the Agricultural ·College as 
members on the Opposition side he would never 
have talked as he had done to-night. He (Mr. 
Browne) was present when the ficst stump was 
laid, he was there at the opening of the college, 
and he had been there a goorl many times since. 
He did not know the cause, hut there had 
always been bickering among't the officials of 
the college. 

The SECRE'rARY POR AGHTCl'LTVRE: Perhaps it 
is because you have been there so often. 
(Laughter.) 

:Mr. BRO\V~E: If the hon. gentleman who 
was now trying to fill the shoes of previous 
2\lini.<ters for Agriculture had taken matters 
seriously and looked after his department, and 
recollected that he was representing the hrrners 
in administering the department, he would have 
been doing a great deal more good to the country 
than by splitting straws in that Chamber and 
casting interjections across the floor. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULT'GRE: 
If hon. members on the Government side, who 
·were twice as numerous as n1en1bers oppo::.ite, 
took up an hour or two in an intelligent criticism 
of the Estimates, members on the other side 
seemed to regard it as an unjustifiable invasion 
of their monopoly. He wanted to get on with 
business; but of course he was in the hands of 
the Committee. 

::>fr. BRO\VNE: :Members of the Opposition 
did not object to members of the Committee 
criticising the ERtimates intelligently ; but he 
objected to sitting two or three hours iistening to 
charges of favouritism and corruption, and then 
finding that the Minister was going to back 
down in order to retain his posit.ion as Minister. 

The SECRETARY JWR AGRICULTURE: 
'The man who was not prepared to have charges 

of all kinds made against him, especially from 
the Opposition side, should never come into the,, 
Legislative Assembly. He regarded the criticism 
of those hon. members a., merely a piece of stage 
property-something which conduced to hon. 
member~~ getting votes ; and that was how it 
would be regarrled by the public in time. 

HoN. A. S. CO\VLBY asked what was the 
term of the engagement of the tobacco expert? 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
The term of his engagement was three years, one 
of which had expired. 

(,luestion put and passed. 

AGR!Cl:LTCRAL COLLEGJ<J. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTUEE 
mo,·ed that £5,280 be granted for Agricultural 
College. 

Ho!". A. S. CO WLEY asked how many wages 
men >vere emploved continuously, Hnd what was 
the an1oun t of w'"'ag '"'~ n[ti ~ ? 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
There were twelve permanent wages men, and 
the amount expenc!Pd in wages was £1,200. 

HoN. A. S. CO\VLEY: If there were twelve 
permanent wages men required at the college, 
there wa::-; smnething \Vrong son1ewhere. The 
amount of £3,000 for contingencies, house, 
aervants, etc., for a small place like this coll"•ge 
seemed enormous. He would like snmeparticulars 
with regard to t.hi" lte-n1. 

The SECRET.-\RY FO'R AGRICl~LTURE 
explained that he had not the papers dealillg 
with this matter wrth him, ur otherwi,;e he would 
have been pleased to have given all thP infonua
tion which he possessed. If there was any other 
information which hon. members desired, he 
would be pleased to gi vp it. 
Ho~. A. S. COWLEY: He was sorry the 

hon. gentleman had not the information that he 
req nired, because if the Agricultural College was 
to fulfil its purpose, an accurate record should be 
kept of all the work that was done there. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICCLTl:RE: So there is. 
HoN. A. S. COWLEY: It was all ,-ery well 

to keep records, but what they wanted was 
to have them available for the House. An 
account should be kept of the live stock and the 
profits made. Then, if any experiments were 
made in the fic·ld, an accurate record of the 
cost of the operations should be kept so that 
farnwrs might be able to ascertain whether the 
cost was £reater or less than their own. All 
this information should be forthcoming when the 
Estimat,es were going thn'ugh. There were some 
sixty students, and if they could not run a farm 
like this without so many wages men, there 
was something radically wrong. Some two 
yeaxs agn, when "party of mewbers visited the 
college, th~ principal, 3'\fr. 2\fahon, stated t~at 
he e"pected to makP tbe college self-supportmg 
in a year or two. He (:\1r. Cowley) thought at 
the time that this w:>s probably a statement 
made at random. He did not expect the college 
to be self-supporting, but he thought it would be 
an adYantage to the students and to the colony 
if some progress were made in that direction. 
He could not conceive that many wages men 
could be required, except e.t vacation time. 
* :!\lr. ARMSTROXG: The hon. member for 
Herbert bad said that the college should be self-

supporting, hut it would be one of 
[11"30 p.,ll.] the worst days for the college if 

ever it was self-supporting. If they 
showed people how to avoid making failures on 
their farms they would be doing a huge benefit 
to the country; and these experiments cost 
money. 'fhe hon. member for Herbert had 
had the control of large organisations, and he 
must know that to properly work them they 
could not rely on boy labour altogether; that 
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was absolutely impossible. Did any practical 
'member mean to tell him that the valuable 
horse;; and other things at the college should be 
handed over to the control of the boys there? 
If they did that, they would be making a very 
great mistake. There were four warders there ; 
one cook at least; and they employed men to 
look after the stock. Say there were twelve men 
employed there ; their wa~es, with stores and 
incidentals, came to £1,200 out of the £3,000, 
and the rest of the money went in general main
tenance-food, washing, keeping up the clothes 
of the establishment-and that amounted to 
something when there were sixty boys there. 
A good deal went in rations, but some of 
this money would be refunded to the de
partment. \Vhat did the boys go there for? 
Surely they did not go there to be made failures 

he could not get on with them. But the present 
principal got on with them very well. He had 
turned out a number of gooGl. boys, and he 
thought there was nothing at the college that 
these boys could not do. But they were 
not there from the 1st January to the end of the 
year ; they had their vacations, and some men 
had to be there always to look after the place. 
They had 300 acres under cultivation ; and they 
had valuable cows, horses, pigs, and appliances 
which had to be looked after. The cost of the 
college to the State for the year lt\99-1900 was 
£6,239. Last year the cost to the State was only 
£3,790, and he believed that this year it would 
be a great deal less. 

Mr. BROWNE: That is information that we 
desire. 

of ! They went there to learn their business ; to 
learn how to carry on practical work; but this 
practical work could not be taught entirely by boy 
labour. They had to employ practical men to 
control that work. It was a great pity that the 
hon. member for Herbert was not principal of 
the college; but he said that everything was 
working smoothly under the present system. 
He (.Mr. Armstrong) was constantly passing 
through the college lands, and could see the boys 

The PREMIER: It was information that 
was available to every hon. member-it was in 
the annual report of the Secretary for Agri-

' culture. The report of the principal of the col
lege covered seven pagee, and that of l'l1r. Brilnnich 
occupied one page. There was a lot of valuable 
information in the report, and if the hon. mem
ber for Herbert wanted more information he had 
only to ask the Secretary for Agriculture, and he 
would get it for him. 

Hon. A. S. CowLEY: I do not want it for 
myself. I want it for the farmers, and I have 
asked for it in this House. 

at work; and they all knew that the pre
sent principal had turned out very good young 
men who were making their own living-some 
of whom were in responsible positions. There 
had been one mistake which he thought was due 
to the aurninistration in Brisbane. Several 
applications had been made by parents to have 
their sons taken into the college, but they could 
not be taken in on account of the want of accom
modation. No boys should be turned away from 
that institution for lack of accommodation, 
because they could never tell what loss the colony 
might sustain by excluding boys whose inclina
tions lay in that direction. Sufficient accorr.mo
dation should be maintained at any cost. 

Mr. BRO\VNE : He was inclined to agree 
with most of the remarks of the hon. member 
for Herbert. To have one teacher or attendant 
for every three students was rather overmanning 
the institution. He did not think there was 
such a state of affairs as that in any other part 
of the world. The hon. member for Lockyer 
had referred to things that these boys should not 
do, but he (Mr. Bro wne) had been at the college, 
and he had never seen finer specimens of 
humanity than he saw there; and, as they were 
Australian youths, he thought they could 
manage horses far better than the hon. member 
for Lockyer could. 

Mr. AmmTROSG: I admit that. 
Mr. BROWNE: It was not a department 

where there were a lot of orphans in cots, who 1 

required a lot of nur"es to look after thmn .. They 
were a collectwn of strong able- bodied young 
fellows sent there expressly for the purpose of 
turni'lg them out farmers-w that they ,. ould be 
able to take up land and work it properly when 
they left the college. And they should do the 
practical work in all its branches there. People 
sent their sons to sea, but did not have a steward 
and a teacher at every corner to look after them ; 
they were forced to earn the price of their keep i 
by doing practical work. So it should be with 
these students. A great many of them were 
pleased to rlo a lot of practical work. 

The PREMIER : He would like to say a word 
for this cdlege. 

HoNOURABLE MEMBERS : Hear. hear! 
The PREMIER : It had done a great deal of 

good work, a.nd he thought it would continue to 
do a great d%1 of g•J"od work in the future. 
There was some trouble there at the start, because 
the principal could not manage the boys. He 
was an American; they were Australians, and 

The PRE~IIER : He thought the proper way 
was to ask the l\1inister for the information that 
was wanted. He knew personally that the 
college had done a great deal of good for the 
colony, and had been the means of sendi:ng 
young men on the land who would ~ot otherwr~e 
have g·une on the land, and he beheved that m 
time the institution would be self-supporting. 
There were sixty boys there, each of whom paid 
£25 a year, so that the college should be almost self
supporting. The more work the boys did the more 
tbey would learn, and so far as he knew they 
were not idle. He did not believe in working boys 
night and day, but these boys were up at day
break in the morning, and they had not done 
their work much before 6 o'clock in the evening. 
He believed that the boys were fit to do anything 
on a farm, ,,nd that they were doing so, but still 
it wa~ necessary to have men on the farm. They 
wanted fencer8 to teach the students how to 
fence, and they wanted men to look after the 
very valuable machinery they hud at the insti
tution. On the whole, he wa> of opinion that 
they had reason to ·be very proud of the success 
of the college, considering thfl short time it had 
bPen iu existence. 

HoN. A. S. COWLEY: He had not said a 
solitary word against the college or anybody 
connected with it, nor had be ea villed at any
thing, as stated by the hon. member for Lockyer. 
He had simply asked for information to see if 
there was a system of farming· and a system of 
experiments carried on at the college, the results 
of which were available to anybody who wi,hed 
to visit the institution. So far from wishing to 
cavil at anything in connection with the college, 
he agreed with the Premier that they should do 
their utmost to further the advancement of 
institutions of this description. As for the 
students being boys, as alleged by the hon. 
member for Lockyer, many of them were men. 
He knew that he induced a young man of 
twentv-five years of age who came out from Eng
land t(, go to the college, and there were others who 
had reached the age of manhood. Of course, 
when there were sixty students many of th<>m 
must be in the college at their le,sons, but 
thirty of those would be outside doing work 
about the farm. He knew all that, and how 
many acr~s of corn a man could look after, and 
so on. What he particularly wi•hed to know 
was whether an accurate account was kept of the· 
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operations with regard to certain crops in certain 
:fields, and whether that information was available 
to our farmPrs. He quite agreed that they 
could often learn a great deal more from 
a man's blunders than they could from another 
man's successes. If then there were fail
ures, let them have them in b!.<ck and white. 
just as they had the successes in black and 
white. It was a very simple matter to keep 
a record of experiments in the field. They 
could get a field book printed, and every opera
tion in each field could be entered at the close 
of each day, each man and each horse employed 
being debited at a certain price. By that means 
they could ascertain exactly the result of any 
experiment in pounds, shillings, and pence, and 
the only true test of farming was what they got 
for the energy and capital expended on the 
soil. The net cost of the college for last year 
was stated to be £3,790 lGs. 1d., and the revenue 
was g·iven as .£2,940 12s. 7d. Could the Minister 
tell the Committee how much of that revenue 
was derived from the sales of stock and how 
much from the sales of agricultural produce? 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
The revenue of the college from students' fees 
for the year 1901 was ·.£1,119. Altogether 
.£1,821 12s. 7d. worth of produce was obtained 
from_ the farm. \Vhen lYir. Mahon spoke of 
makmg the college self-supporting, he did not 
mean, as some hon. members imagined, that it 
would be made to pay the salaries of the 
prmCllJal and the teaching staff but that he 
would not need to buy any vegetables or other 
brm produce. He believed that tb8 boys at the 
college were well employed, and he did not think 
it would do any good to make them work any 
harder. Of. course half the time they were 
studymg, or m the laboratory, or in the lecture 
rooms; and if farmers could make a profit by 
remaining half their time idle, then it must be a 
very profitable occupation indeed. 

l\Ir. KERR: There would not be that number 
of hands on a farm that size. 

HoN. A. S. CO\VLEY asked whether the 
£250 for buildings and improvements was to be 
expended in building additional dormitories or 
was it to be spent in connection with the far1~? 

TheSECRETAHY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
A lot of sheds were required for poultry and that 
sort of thing. Besides that, there were a! ways 
some small additions required on a large farm 
during the course of the year. 

HoN. A. S. COWLEY: Then it was not 
intendBd to increase the accommodation for 
students? He understood from the hon. member 
for Lockyer that students had been turned awav 
on account of the lack of accommodation. Up 
to a certain point, it was more economical to 
have a greater number of studentg and if the 
dormitory accommodation was in~uffici~nt, it 
would be good policy to increase it. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
The last time he was at the college the principal 
informed him that the ~ouse that was at present 
occupied by Mr. Bri.inmch might be used for the 
purpose. Then, again, teu~porary provision 
could be made by utilising a portion of the accom
mod~tion. under the building-which was built 
on h1gh prlP~-as bedrooms until other arrange
ments could be made. He would bring the 
matter before the principal who he had no 
d_oubt_, would do his best to provid'e accommoda
tiOn 1f the present accommodation was insuffi
cient. 

Mr. JACKSON thought that one of the best 
tests of the success of the college was the number 
of those who had gone through the course who 
had taken np agricultural pursuits ; and it ap
peared frc•m the principal's report than a good 
many had taken up with agriculture or with 

some kindred occupation. It was important to 
make the college as nearly as self-supportii>g as 
possible, and he agreed with a good deal of what 
had been said by the hon. member for Herbert in 
connection with keeping a record of results, and 
of the expense incurred in cultivating various 
crops. But, in order tp get all the information 
the hon. member wanted, it would be necessary 
to have a bookkeeper at the college. 

Hon. A. S. CmYLEY : I used to do mine every 
night, and I had 1,280 acres to look after. 

Mr. J ACKSOK : Probably the principal was 
not so clever as the hon. member, although 
whatever his capacity might be, no one could deny 
that 11r. 1\lahon was a very hard-working man. 
There was a good deal of information contained 
in Mr. 1\Iahon's report in connection with the 
various crops grown on the farm, although it did 
not give all the details the hon. member wanted. 
He noticed from the principal's report that 2,484 
persons visited the college, not including the dis
trict people who went on the usual visiting days; 
and at least 95 per cent. of those who visited the 
college did so for the pmposeof obtaining informa
tion regarding the work carried out in connection 
with the various departments. If that was so, 
no one would be inclined to object to such a 
large number of visitors. At the same time, it 
must be eYident that such a large number must 
seriously interfere with the work of the college. 
He had heard the complaint made that Yisiturs 

to the college did not get what they 
[12 p.m.] expected in the way of liquid re

freshment or intoxicating liquors, 
but he certainly had no sympathy with any con.
plaint of that sort. 

Question put and passed. 

STATE FARMS. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICLILTUFt:l:t; 
moved that £6,821 be granted for State farms. 

Mr. BRIDGES (Nundah) noticed that only six 
months' provisi<>n was made for the inspector of 
State farms. \Vould the same treatment be ac
corded to him as to Mr. Bri.innich? 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRIUCLTURE 
would be happy to retain the services of ~lr. 
Souter if they were required, and if money was 
available. He might mention that an opening 
would probably occur shortly which would pro
vide him with a permanent appointment. 

Mr. CURTIS (Rockhmnpton) thought it would 
have been better if the >tmount for the Botanic 
Gardens was specified. It wonld be more satis
factory to the curator if he knew what money would 
be available during the year. He alw thought 
the salary paid to that gentleman was much too 
low, as compared with the sala.ries paid in other 
States. He should be glad to know if the amount 
available for other botanic gardens was included 
in the vote? 

HoN. E. B. FORREST: It appeared that 
the vote for the Botanic Gardens was disappear
ing altogether, as the only provision made was 
£240 f.,r the director, £120 for t.be propagator, 
and £100 for the ranger. He could not see what 
was to justify the Botanic Gardens being 
includPd under the heading of "State farms." 
Formerly provision had been made for the 
Botanic Gardens under a separate hPading. In 
1897, for instance, there were separate votes for 
the curator, propagator, and ranger in addition 
to .£1,600 for incidentals, labour, and plant 
collecting. Under the present arrangement it 
was impo"ible to discover what amount of 
money was to be spent upon the gardens during 
the year, and he should like to know whether 
any jJrovision was to be made beyond the 
salaries nf the three officers he had mentioned. 
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It was very d•_ 'iirable that that vote ,hould be 
taken under a separate head so that eve.rybody 
interested. 1night know what an1onnt of nwney 
was apphcable for that particular purpose. 
There was"- snm of £3,000 under the heading of 
" ::\Iiscellaneous 'er vices." How much of that 
was to be speo t on the Botanical Gardens at 
Brisbane, and how much elsewhere? That was 
information to which the Committee was entitled. 
The sum d~voted to the gardens was getting 
smaller by degrees, and the next thing they would 
find would be the di,appearance of the gardens 
altogether if they were lefr in the bands of the 
Agricultural Depr1rtment. Who was "upposed to 
be in cbctrge of the Botanic Gardens ? At one 
time they were in charge of a trust. Of those 
trustees }fr. Bernr1ys was the solitary survivor. 
By Act of Parliament, the gardens were supposed 
to be managed by trustee". As a matter of fact, 
they were managed by the Agricultnml Depart
nJent, who apparently took no interf'st in thcn1. 
vVas there to be finy money spent on those 
gardens, !l.nd, if so, what was the amount? He 
did not wish to see the trustees re-qstablished, 
but as the gardens must be contwlled by some
body, why not put them under the control of the 
municipality ? They would look after them 
far better than· tbe Agricultural Det,artment. 
Some time ago a representative deputation waited 
upon the hon. gentleman's predfcpr..sor and offered 
suggestions as to how the g.,rdens should be 
bett.er utilised. One suf!gestion was that the 
prdens should be lighted up at night, so that 
the citizens of Brisbane might go there to enjoy 
the f~esh air. The gardens were undoubtedly 
bc·ccntJful ; the only fault to be found with them 
was that the,· were too small ; but a greftt deal 
more use could be made of them. The influential 
deputation to which he had referred were practi
cally tired out. The department was proof 
ag-,tinst suggt>stions from any quarter. One
third of the population of the colony wa' within 
reach of the gardens, and most certainly they 
ought to be made as attractive as possible. 

HoN. A. S. 00\VLEY said he was delighted 
t,, bear the remarks of the hon. member. The 
Botanical Gardens at Brisbane were the only 
garden' in Qneensland that were entirely sup
ported by the State. But the hon. member wanted 
a great deal more spent upon them. The demands 
of some people were astonishing. No doubt the 
item for contingencies, £0,382, war. ambiguous. 
How much of the contingencies was spent on 
the Brisbane Bot::mical Gardens ? There was 
£400 paid in wages hy the State. He believed it 
would be found that the State contributed as 
much '"in the previous ypar, less the £50 paid 
then to the curator, and the £120 to the over
seer who bad left. He enjoyed a walk in the 
gardens, and liked to see the children rolling 
about and enjoying themselves in the grass. He 
would like to see fewer flower· beds and more 
grass. Visitors to the gardens and the kiosk 
thouf!ht they were ahead of what existed in their 
own colonies. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
The amount paid out of contingencies for the 
Botanical Gardens w::ts £1,300. That principle 
had been adopted since 1898, but he tbougbc it 
would be clearer if the auwunt w-ere allotted 
specifically to the Botanical Gardeno instead of 
being includPd in contingencies. 

~Ir. :\IAX\VELL: Recently he had been to 
the gardens on a Sa>.nrday and on a Sunday 
afternoon, and he bad found the fernery closed. 
He thought it ,;hould be open on those days. 
Con,idering the amount of revenue derived by 
the Government from railway refreshment rooms, 
he thought they should get considerably more 
than £25 a vear on account of the kiosk. He 
believed that' if it were put up to auction to-

morrow it would bring £200 or £300. He 
believed the gentleman who had the kiosk 
bad applied for a private key to enable him to 
go there at night; but he hoped the Minister 
would set his back against that. 

Mr. W. HAMILTON (Grcgo,·y) endMsed 
what had been s<tid about the nice appearance of 
the gardens in Brisbane. It was a wonder to 
him how the curator managed to carry on with 
the amount of money expended. He remem
bered a dPputation waiting on the late Minister 
for Agriculture, and asking for a slice of the 
gardens to make a Rotten Row-a driYe for the 
society swells-but Mr. Chataway told tbPm that 
the gardens were intended for the people, and he 
would not allow anything of the kind. He was 
to be admired for having given that answer to 
the deputation. He could endorse what the hon. 
member for Herbert said about the children 
enjoying tbem~elves rolling on the grass Public 
gardens and parks were regarded as the lungs of 
a city, and no encroachment by tennis clubs, or by 
any section of the community, should be allowed. 
There were lawn tennis clubs which claimed an 
exclusive right to portions of the g:trdens, and he 
had seen children hunted off their preserYes. 

The same thing occurred in other 
[12·30 a.m.] public re,erves about Bri,bane, and 

he protested against it. In no other 
city in the colonies was such a thing allowed. In 
the Botanic GardPns, be understood thnt the 
tennis clubo paid £3\l a year to the depart
ment, and the department had to keep their 
grounds in order, which cost the country 
£75 a year. He objected in the first place to 
any person, or combination of person~, claim~ 
ing the exclmive right to use any portion 
of a public reserve, and if the Minister for Agri
culture allowed them to do so, the least they 
could do was to pay for the cost of keeping their 
portion of the grounds in order. 

At 12·35 o'clock, 
The CHAIRiVIAX: Under Standing Order 

171, I call upon the hon. member for Lockyer, 
:\fr. Armstrong, to relieve me in the chair. 

Mr. AmrsTRONG took the chair accordingly. 
The PREMIER : He had never been a mem

ber of a lawn tennis club, but he had been a 
member of football and cricket clubs. and at 
that time they used to play in Que<:>n's Park. 
He thought it was a very good thing to en
courage all outdoor sports, and if the~· spent 
£30 or £10 a year in keeping lawn tennis courts 
or cricket pitches in order it was money well 
spent. These lawn tennis clubs had no exclusive 
right, and they only played during certain por
tions of the day. He thought they ought to 
encourage all the"e kinds of games. 

Mr. \V. HAMILTON: He did not object to 
any game being played. \Vhat be objected to 
was to anybody claiming an exclusive right over 
any portion of these gardens, or any public 
reservef.:.l. 

Mr. J ACKSON: He would even go further 
than the hon. member for Gregory. No portion 
of the gardens should be leased at all to the lawn 
tennis players, for the gardens were too small as 
it was. 

The PREMIER: They are not leased. 
Mr. JACKSON: Well, these clubs had the 

right to play there, and they paid so much per 
annum for that right. A good many years ago 
he advocated making a road round the gardens 
and the domain-not a carriage drive, as re
ferred to by the hon. member for Gregory-he 
would be against tbat--b11t there was no reason 
why there should not be a promennde there. 
The objection to that was that it might affect 
the privacy of Government House, but a suit
able fence could be erected to remedy that. He 
agreed with the remarks of'the hon. member for 
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~orth Brislmne with regard to the various items 
in connection with the ex]Jenses of the gardens 
not ap[)earing a" they used to. If those items 
were omitted from the Estimates, people in 
out;ide constituencies might tbiuk the only ex
pense in connection with the gardens was the 
salaries of two or three offici,,l8. He ad vacated 
that the gardens should be handed over to the 
local authorities of Brisbaue to manage. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICJ;LTURE : On the 
same terms as in other places? 

:1fr. ,J ACKSO~: Yes. The only thing that 
the local authorities had done towa.rds making 
the gardens attractive was by providing band 
music there on Saturday 'afternoons· but 
the State had paid the cost of the 'band
stands. He thought the ]Jroprietor of the kiosk 
should pay a l>igger rental, as anyone could 
see tha~ he was 1naking- a large amount of n1oney. 
He not1ced that the plants were n"t looking so 
fresh as usual just now; but he did not know 
whether that was on acconnt of a diminished 
water supply. He would like to know what was 
the cost of the water supply? 

The SECR_E1'Al!Y FO~ AGRICcLTURE: £40 a year, 
part of whlCh went m supplying water to the 
dredges, which would be refunded. 

:\fr. CURTIS thonc;ht that the best thing that 
could be done with the Botanic Gardens in Bris
bane was to place them on the same footing as 
public gardens in other parts of the colony, and let 
tli e penple of the metropolis contribute something 
towards their upkeep. There should be no diffe
rential treatment in favour of Bri,bane. With 
regard to having a larger extent of grass lawn 
and a lesser s;mce devoted to flowers, he was not 
sure that they would not err if they went too far 
in that direction. 
·• :1Ir. GIVENS asked if the Government would 
consider the question of establishing at an earlv 
date a St:1te nursery or l::ltate farm in Barron 
V alley on the reserve which had already been set 
apart for that purpose? The Govemment had 
sold between £700 and £800 worth of cedar taken 
from the reserve, and he thought that should be 
placed to the credit of the State nursery or State 
farm. The re'lerve was in an elevated position 
was eminently suited for a State farm and wa~ 
.situated in a district where considPrabl~ farming 
was carried on. There were five State farms in 
Sonthern ~ueensland, and the only one they had 
in ~orth Queensland wa;; at Kamerunga. 

::\Ir. TOLMIE: Until this evening he had 
been under the impres9ion that the Botanic 
Gardens in Brisbane werA on exactly the same 
footing as other public ga.rdens in Queensland, 
and thought it was hardly fair that the whole 
cost of the upkeep of the Brisbane gardens 
shonld be borne by the State. In Toowoomba 
they had public gardens 60 acres in extent, and 
all they received from the Government in connec
tion with those gardens was a subsidy of £250 a 
year. The people of Brisbane should contribute 
something towards the cost of maintaining the 
Botanic Gardens. Bnt what he chiefly rose to say 
was that he did not think the best advan
tage was being taken of the varions State 
farms which had been established as centres 
of instruction by ohe people who .lived in the 
vicinity of thooe farm". He knew that n1anv 
farmers who lived near the \Vestbrook State 'b'arrr1 
did not care to vi;it the farm as freqnently as 
·they would like, because they feared that their 
visits wonld interfere with the work of the farm. 
\Vith a view to making these farms of more 
value as centres of instruction he would suggest 
·that regular visiting days should be appointed, 
say one or two days a month, so that visitors 
would receive every consideration and have the 
work of the farm explained to them_ 

l\1r. GIVENS wished to know what the 
Secretary for Agriculture proposed to do with 
regard to establishing a State farm in the Barroq 
Valley? 

HoN. A. S. COWLEY would also like to 
know whether a 8tate farm or test station could 

not be established at Geraldton or 
[1 a. m.] Ingham, as there was nothing uf the 

kind between Cairns and 1\Iackay, 
and that was too far for farmers desirous of 
obtaining information to travel. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 
could only ]Jromise that, when the state ot the 
finances permitted, the requests that had just 
been Illade would be considered, in conjunction 
with a great rrmny similar r pplicatious from 
other districts. 

::\fr. ::\[AX\VELL a-ked the Secretary for 
Agriculture for an answer with regard to the 
kiosk in the gardens. Did the Go,-erllment 
intend to let the present occnpant retain poeses
si()n, or did they intend to try and get a little 
more money for the place? 

The SECRETAHY FOR AGRICULTGRE: 
It was quite true that only £25 was paid by Mr. 
l\1\ihling, but it had to be remembered that he 
had built up the buRiness. If he did a good 
bnsiness there, it was because he wa.' very atten
tive, and everything wM kept clean. He con
sidered that some arlvance might be ol>tainecl, 
but if they disturbed the present occupant they 
would have to build a ]Jlace for themselYes. 

Mr. MAXWELJ, : \Vhy not keep to the tender 
system? 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
If the Government owned the building it wonld 
be very simple, bnt it had been erected by Mr. 
M\ihling. He was deRirous of doing the best he 
could fur the State, hut they had to act with 
equity towards Mr. ::\Iiihling. 

HoN. A. S. CO\VLEY: As he was responsible 
for :Mr. 1\1\ihling being there, he could give the 
Committee some information about the matter_ 
In 18()2 he thcught that it was very deoirable 
that there should be some such place established 
in the gardens. He made inquiries, and this 
man and his wife were recon,mencled as very 
capable of undertaking the work, and an arrange
ment was made whereby Mr. Mi.ihling put up the 
building, and paid £25 a year. At that time he 
considered that was a very fair ground rent for 
the small area of land supplied. The lessee was 
bound down by certain conrlitions with reference 
to keeping the place respectable, and with reference 
to the hours when it should be open. Since the 
place had been opened he had never heard a 
solitary word of complaint with regard to the 
way it was kept. The time might ha,·e arrived 
when a new arrangement should be made, but 
there was a great deal more than the mere rent 
to be considered. For a long time the place 
scarcely paid. 
* Mr. ?lE WELL: It must be remembered that 
the lessee of the kiosk had made the business 
therP, and th••t fact was worthy of comideration. 
The kiosk had made the gardens very attractive, 
and eYen a little more money might be spent 
upon them to make them mort· attractive 
to the public. Touching what had fallen from 
the hon. member for Cairns. he would point out 
that it was the hon. member for Herbert, when 
Secretary for Lands, who had set aside the reserve 
in the Barron V alley for an agricultural col
lege. The land there "ould grow anything 
the Darling Downs would grow, and the 
Government had such an exalted opinion of 
its richness that they were afraid to throw it 
open to selection. They were told recently by 
the Secretary for Agricultnre that the lands 
of the colony were yearning for settlers, yet the 
Government insisted upon attracting all settlers 
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to the Southern part of the colony, to the detri· 
ment of the splendid agricultural lands to be 
found in the North. At Herberton some years 
ago he saw growing there a remarkable crop of 
wheat, the seed of which had been sent to the 
district by Professor Shelton for experimental 
purposes. He would suggest that the depart· 
ment should tnrn its attention to that district, 
and show people who desired to acquire land 
that wheat could be produced there as good, if 
not better, than on the Darling Downs. 

HoN. A. S. CO\VLEY wished to say, before 
the questwn was put, that he particuhtrly stipu
lated in the agreement with regard to the kiosk 
that the les"ee should not be allowed to 'ell in
toxicating drinks of any kind. It would be seen 
by the hon. member that the lessee could afford 
to pay a much higher rent but for that stipula
tion. 

Question put and passed. 

MISOELLANEOL"S SERVICES. 
The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 

moved that £21,572 be granted for miscellaneous 
services. 

::\!Ir. CURTIS noticed an item of £2 400 for 
agricultural and horticultural sociel i~s, and 
another of £2,400 for reserves. From which of 
those items would come the amounts available 
for gardens other than the Brisbane Botanic 
Gardens? 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
Amounts for those purposes would come out of 
the vote for reserYes. 

Mr. MAX\VELL wished to know where the 
item, "GGvernrnent Domain, £500~" was spent? 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
It was spent on the grounds round Government 
House and Parliament House. 

Hon. E. B. :FoHHEST: It includes the river 
frontage right round Parliament House as far as 
the kiosk. 

Mr. BRO\V::'\E: It was a fact worth placing 
on record that, while only £2,400 was spent on all 
th': public gardens in the colony outside of 
Bnsbane, no less than £500 was spent on the 
private domain attached to Government House 
to say nothing of £125 Yoted for Mount Coot·tha' 
a. neighb'ouring hilltop covered with empty jan', 
tms. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 
explained that this expenditure w:ts under the 
control of Mr. McMahon, who was away in 
Melbourne. 

Mr. KERR asked how was the £600 for the 
destruction of noxious weeds expended ? 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE : 
It was expended on the eradic:ttion of noxious 
weeds on Crown reserves to which attention was 

drawn by the local authorities under 
[1·30 a. m.] the provisione of the DiYisional 

Board Act. The work was done by 
contract as a rule. £388 was expended last 
year. In his opinion there was not enough by 
£10,000 a year spent on the eradication of noxious 
weeds in the colony. 

Hox. A. S. COWLEY: With respect to the 
item "Sugar Experiment Stations Act of 1900-
half cost of expenses," the lOth section of the 
Act provided that in every year the director 
should furnish a report upon the experiment 
stations under his control, the administration of 
the fund, and generally upon the condition of 
the sug.u industry ; also that the report should 
be laid before Parliament. The Act had been 
in operation only eleven months; and, in the 
absence of the report, would the Minister state 
whether any stations had been established ; 
where they were; what work had been done; 
and how much money had been expended under 
the Act? 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
Dr. Maxwell had expressed his int.ention of 
furnishing a report, which would be laid before 
Parliament when completed. He presumed that 
some time would have to elapse in order to find 
out, in the firclt place, the amount of revenue 
that would be derived. It could not possibly be 
laid on the table of the House until after the 
su~ar season was over. 

HoN. A. S. COWLEY: There was another 
difficulty about that. The Act provided that 
the report should be furnished every year to Par· 
liament. He would like to know whether the 
report would be forthcoming before the Hou'e 
rose? 

TheSECR.l'}TARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
He und<>rstood that the report would have been 
prepared, but owing totheothermatters which had 
occupied Dr. Maxwell it had been delayed. He 
had been informed that the report would be 
prepared and laid 0n the table of the House as 
soon as Dr. Maxwell could do it. If the Act 
said that the report must be furnished to the 
House during the year, he was quite sure Dr. 
Maxwell would comply with the Act. 

HoN. A. S. CO\VLEY: Section 7 of the Act 
stated that an assessment should be levied on all 
canegrowers. Could the bon. member tell them 
whether that assessment had been made, and 
whether any notice was given before 31st May ? 
If not, the asse,sment could not legally be 
collected. 

The SRCR.l'JTARY.l''OR AGRICULTURE: 
He was informed that the first, notice was sent 
out before that time. 

Hon. A. S. CowLEY : \V as the necessary 
notice sent out before 1st May in every in
stance? 

The SECRETARY FOR AG RICULTFRE: 
Yes. He was instructed that the provisions of 
the Act were complied with. 

HoN. A. S. COWL:E:Y: Then he understood 
the hon. member could not tell the Committee 
how many stations had been started, how many 
men were employed, and whether the report was 
to be made this year or not? 

The SECRETARY l<'OR AGRICL'LTURE: 
He could only tell the hon. gentleman that he 
was informed by Dr. Maxwell that the report 
would be placed on the table of the House in: 
due course. Dr. JY1axwell was responsible to the 
House. 

HoN. A. S. COWLEY : Coul,1 the hon. 
gentleman tell them how many stations had been 
formed? 

The i:lECRETARY FOR AGRICFLTURE: 
There had been two stations established--one at 
Bundaberg and one >tt. Mackay. 

HoN. A. S. COWLEY: \Vas it contemplated 
e4ablishing any stations further X orth than 
Mackay, beyond which he did not think cane 
would be grown in the future? 

The SECHETARY ~'OR Aomouw·urm: I think it 
will be grown in Cairns. 

HoN. A. S. COvYLEY repeated that hewould 
like to know what Dr. Maxwell had done? 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
The matter of establishing sugar stations was 
entirely in the hands of Dr. lYhxwBll, who was 
supposed to know more about it than anyone in 
the southern hemisphere. 

HoN. A. S. COWLEY : Dr. Maxwell had 
been eleven months in office, and he (Mr. 
Cowley) had expected that a report of what had 
been done would be available to members before 
this. The report had to be made this year, 
otherwise Dr. Maxwell would be acting in de
fiance of the House. Then, had any rate been 
levied? 

The SECRETARY ]'OR AGRICULTURE: 1d. per 
ton. 
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HoN. A. S. CO\VLJ?Y : What was it esti
mated that that would give? The sugar-growers 
would not pay until they were compelled to. 
Under this vote £4,057 was asked for. On what 
was that based ? 

Tbe SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
Thi" was their quota of the sum exuected 
to be raised, and there would be another amount 
raised by way of a'sessment. This was their 
portion of the cost of the expenses. 

HoN. A. S. COWLEY: The sugar people 
·only wanted to pay half the cost in connection 
with this work, and the State should pay the 
r~st. He thought a correct account should be 
kept, and he would ask if Dr. JYiaxwell's accounts 
would be audited in the same way as other 
Government accounts? If full and free infor
mation was given, that would go a long way 
towards showing that the money had been wisely 
and judiciously spent; but if this information 
was not forthcoming, he doubted whether the 
contributions would be made. He would, for 
one, in that case, be very loth to contribute. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
The accounts the hon. member referred to would 

be audited by the Auditor-General. 
[2 a.m.] Although the responsibility of mak-

ing the assek;ment was left with 
the Minister, yet practically the responsibility 
of administering the sugar experimental stations 
rested with the director, Dr. Maxwell. 

HoN. A. S. COWLEY asked if the only infor
mation the department received as to Dr. :Niax
well's actions during the year, and as to the 
contributions levied, would be contained in the 
report which Dr. Maxwell was required by the 
Act to make once a year, or whether the depart
ment was advised otherwise as to the amount 
of the collections, and as to the general working 
of the Act? He aleo wished to know whether 
any regulations had been issued under section 11 
of the Act. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
Regulations had been issued, and had been on 
the table of the House for forty days. It was 
obligatory on the part of Dr. :\Iaxwell to furnish 
a t'eport, and he had not the slightest doubt that 
Dr. Maxwell would give the department all ~he 
information he considered nec<~-;sary in order to 
enable them to act in concert with him in carry
ing out the Act. 

HoN. A. S. COWLEY: The hon. gentleman 
had not answered his question. Could the hon. 
gentleman tell the Committ.ee wh::tt was the cost 
to date of the stations which had been formed ? 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: I cannot 
tell you at the present time. 

HoN. A. S. CO\YLEY: The only information 
the hon. gentleman would have would be con
tained in the report of Dr. :Yiaxwell ? 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICUJli'URE : It will 
come from Dr. Maxwell. 

HoN. A. S. COWLEY: Had Dr. Maxwell a 
separate bank account, and did he operate per
sonally on that accDunt, or did his expenditure 
go through the department? 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
Dr. Maxwell had obtained an advance from the 
Treasurer, a.nd he operated on th2.t account 
under the Act. 

HoN. A. i::l. COWLEY regrE>tted that ':le could 
obtain no information frorn the hon. geutleman, 
and he would now ask him if he could tell why it 
was proposed to renew the bonus on the export 
of chilled meat when chilled meat was bringing 
so much better prices? 

The PREMIER pointed out that Dr. Max
well was only making a start. He had not been 

here twelve months-two or three months of 
which time he had been at Mr. Barton's beck 
and call-and now he was preparing a re1Jort for 
the Queensland Government. Dr. :\Iaxwell in
formed him that he was exceedingly satisfied 
with the result of his t'xperiments so far at 
Mackay with some cane which had been brought 
from New Guinea, and he had also given offence 
to one big company by his remarks to some of 
the farmers with reference to the manures they 
were using which, he said, were not worth the 
freight. He was telling them what sort of 
manure they should use, and was doing a great 
deal of good to the industry. \Vhen he went 
to Louisiana the yield was 2 oons to the acre, 
and when he left it was 2~ tons ; and he 
had increased the yield in the Sandwich 
Islands from 3 tons to 5 tons p'3r acre. He 
was an exceedingly hard-working man, who 
did not spare himself, and he was certain 
that it would be found, before his engagement 
expired in Queensland, that the Government had 
made a good bargain, although he did not say 
that the yield would increase by tons per acre. 

Mr. BRO\VNE : Nothing derogatory to Dr. 
1Iaxwell had been said during the debate. The 
hon. member for Herbert had asked a number of 
very pertinent questions, and the Secretary for 
Agriculture had to confess that he knew nothing 
about the matter. Towards the end he thought 
the hon. member for Herbert ought to be satis
fied. The Minister did not know what the ex
penses in connection with the sugar experiment 
stations were going to be, and yet there was an 
item on the Estimates of £-!,057 for half the 
cost of those stations. The whole cost there
fore would be £9,014; a,nd when a department 
that did not know what the exvenses were 
going to be could calculate up to £1-1, he could 
not understand the hon. nw.mber for Herbert 
not being oatisfied. One matter to which he 
wished tu refer was the item-special prizes to 
railwav station-master' and lengthsmen for their 
little gardens. He believed there were 400 
station-masters and lengthsmen who went in for 
the prize, giving them about fis. each; and the 
Government were now in such straib that that 
small vote had had tu be withdrawn. 

Mr. TOLMIE drew attention to the fact that 
while the National Association received a sub
sidy of £7!50, other agricultural socieoies only 
received 10s. for every £1 subsaribed up to £200. 
The total vote was £:1,400, and he hoped when 
better times arnved the grant would be increased. 
He thought the item of £200 for prize money at 
various shows was altogether too small, and com
pared very unfavourably with the grants made 
in the other colonies. As to the encouragement 
to be given to country societies, he trusted they 
would be treated, at least, as liberally as the 
National Association, whose exhibitions had 
degenerated into a shopkeepers' bazaar. 

HoN. A. S. COWLEY repeated his request 
for information in reference to the amount of 
chilled meat and butter exported and the amount 
spent last year. 

The i::lECRETARY J;'ORAGRICT:LTURE: 
There was a contract with the Adelaide Steamship 
Company for the carriage of chilled meat and 
butter. In reference to the special prize vote 
to railway station-masters and lengthsmen, he 
wished to explain that there had been no com
petition, and for that reason the vote had been 
withdrawn. 

HoN. A. S. COWLEY: Could the Minister 
tell them how much meat and butter was sent 
away last year for the £1,000? 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRIGC'LTURE: 
The Adelaide Uompany did not run their vessels 
last year for the reason that there was no chilled 



2110 Questions. [ASSEMBLY.] 

meat to Rhip, but latterly a new agreement had 
been made which shippers had come into, and it 
appeared likely to be satisfactory. 

Hon. A. S. COWLEY : Then nothing was spent 
last year? 

The SECRETARYFORAGRICULTL'"RE: 
The £1,000 was spent last year, but the butter 
was not exported. 
Ho~. A. S. COWLEY asked for an explana

tion of the vote of .£100 for a chemical 
laboratory. \V as that in connection with the 
Agricultliral Colle<;'e? 

The SECRETARY l<'OR AGRICULTURE: 
Yes, for the purchase of appliances. 

Ho2\". A. S. COWLEY: Would it not be 
better to include it in the vote for the Agricul
tural College ? 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
Certain chemical appliances were 

[2 30 a. m.] nrdered some time ago for the 
laboratory at the Agricultural Col

lege. \Vhen thPy were ordered there was no 
expectation of being compelled to retire Mr. 
Brhnnich. The things were ordered. They came 
out ; and they would have to be paid for. 

HoN. A. S. CO\VLEY : There was an item 
of £4,000 for inspection of slaug-hter-houses. Did 
any portion of that amount come back to the 
Government in the shape of inspection fees? 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICUL'rURE: 
About £2,000 would be refunded to the Govern
ment from fees paid for inspection. 

Mr. ::VIA:S::WELL: He would again ask, with 
regard to the item "Printing of Queensland 
Flora, £430," who was that money to be paid 
over to? 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICUI~TURE: 
That was the cost of printing a work prepared 
by the Colonial Botanist, and the money would 
be debited to thP Government Printing Office. 

Question put and passed. 
The House reRumed. The AcTING CHAIRMAN 

reported progress, and leave was given to the 
Committee to sit again at a later hour of the 
day. 

The House adjourned at twenty minutes to 3 
o'clock a.m. 

Government Contracts. 




