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i ¥ THE SUNDAY STAR
* Washington, D. C,, Qctober 30, 1960

a ‘.'i"' TS ' | M. "d ,t ‘.v' »
T After %Jéélng Finrﬁ‘iﬂm i :
iy toms, and driving through s
1443, Told to Peter Hant): - . short stretcl of no-man’s %anda.
Copyright, 1550, gpren | we were stopped by two Rusd
LANap d., Bct, 29— ‘sxlan barder guards in civilian
Litcle mate hari two'wesks o, ines. One o panem sthonoen
was sptting ‘in ce 0. 35, A ed .
KGB headquarters, in Kiew. I T Jovuitons and asked us,
was a prisonef of the:Soviet .o " “a poght an
secret pdlice, cni’gvmted-of spy- anda.” merican  propa-
ing agaMst Rustia. I thdught & gve&carr' d no-

I would never see my’ home- ter in ourlel no b;‘inted mat-
town, my parents, or my -girl; g Ty o ugg%%g:i, b;;ibtlf ti?lig ‘
again. : 3 p :
How and why I was,arrested ,‘ :ﬁﬂmf:gry h%t that Ihad brought

tried, and convicted; is still agi >~ nylon stogklpgs, ball
o 707 Tiipoint pens and similar items

b

Uzhgorod, where we planned to
drive into Czechoslovakia.

On the road we acted just
as any other tourists would. We
had come to see as mueh of
Rugsia as possible. We took lots
of pictures, and I kept a ‘diary
in which.I would jot down any-
thing of interest. I had the
¢« vague idea.of writing a book
" upon my réturn. I theiught I
might compare road travel in
Russia with road-travel in the’
United Stages. Perhaps it might

‘have some pebolarly interest. |
. -Mary thiggs caught my eye:
T _;(movemiggt of heavy trucks,,
historical moénuments, farmers;
who were being helped in their:
work by soldiers. .1 toak snap-
“shots of all of them and entered |
the captions in my photo log,!
which I kept inthe back pages
of my diary. ‘

- B S ; fO

‘On September 19, an" American cul-“Mgsrcf;nd:xijggjgg d.lg;ngcgge
lege teacher traveling through the fiscated them imniediatel )

Soviet Ukraing',was convicted of . What's more, he demagéed

espionage and condemned to seven:that I give h‘im' the names and

years in prison. There was no fellow addresses * of the - friends I- . 3 ¥
American at the trial. ‘He was not planned to ysee. .T gave him MARK KAMINSEKY
permitted contact with United States ‘names - &‘n({ “addresses, but AP. Wirephoto - . ;
t;;ﬁcicls: Out of jail.since October i fictitious ones, because I did] - 3 More Military Traffic
ond ';:ie': d:°¥hlemlcttss‘¥;?s 's‘l'fspf:n'z'e'g«not want to make trouble for|age in the neighborhood, made| We found that Soviet roads
his sentence and expdlled him from sthe people Wwho had been nice|friends with them, and' asked |carry:more military traffic than
. their sountry.  This i his story. . He ltq me during my previous|them to our hotel for g drink.|you would ordinarily see in the.
tells it in a' seriey of qrﬁde.;s", ,fmsn' . i After they left, we discovered | States.. J’Z said so in my diary.,
which this 1 = Car Searched Th {they had pilfered our toom, and |[When.. I’ think back, "though, |
! i A che oroughly {taken a few shirts ahd other|the only “military object” I

R ‘ A thorough search of the car belongings they had. a chanoe|ever took' a picture of 'was a

inexplicable to me.today as it ended the horder fbrmalities, t0 lay their hands on. But we{solitary radar installation, in|

was then, Here is'how it started. and we drove on to Viborg'didn't really mind, and wrote the haze of the Russian. plains
1 am 28 years.old, single, and Proper, some 25 miles away.  Off the losses to the better un-|about a mile away. .~ l

_an instructor in the -Russian:_ Viborg is a small dusty town. derstanding between nations. ©On August 25, we hit Uzh-|

language at Purdue University. It was»formerly part of Fin-: Our stay in Leningrad: more gorod, tired of swallowing the.

A year ago I worked as a guide land, blit was annexed by Rus- or less established the pattern|dust of - western Russia, and

at the U. S. exhibition yn Mos-8ia after World War II. Signs!for the fest of qur motor trip|thirsting for the first .glass of

cow. I learmed Russian asrain Finnish are still visible through Russia. In other words, |pilsner beer in ‘Czechaslovakia.

child, from '‘my parehts, who€verywhere, even though thejit was mostly uneventful, We|We stayed the night at the

had come to this country long Original . population 'has been !visited Novgorod, : Moscow, |“Summit” hotel.

befo‘re 1 was born. Later Ire-se_ttled in other parts of |[Smolensk and Minsk. Then we| Uzhgorod, taken from Hun-

studied it in school. Russia. doubled briefly back to Moscow [gary in 1946 by the Russians,
An Alr Force buddy of mine, We stopped at the office of jand continued on to thelis now the capital of the local

Harvey Bennett, 26, ma”ied,,[ntoumst. the official Soviet {Ukraine, where we stopped in|“uyest,” comparable to an

gnd from Bath, Me., shé:cd.mytra\’ﬂ agency, for our ration Kharkov, Kiev, Vinnitsa and'Americin county seat.

interest i the Russian lan-Coupons and instructions, hut Lvov. Finally we headed for| 1t is located just inside the

.guage. oy o0 were ordered to contitue .
Early this year, when 1.“.‘re;sfﬁ$ght on to Leningrad, an- - ~

ceived a $2,000 scholarship ffigm Other six-hour drive.

the Northéraft Educatichgl When we finally made it in

Foundation .in Philadelphia, ‘fLeningrad, tired of straining

asked him to come along on aQufeyes through the darkness,

motor trip to the Soviet Union W€ thecked into the Furopa

He liked the ‘idta, and agreed otel, which caters to foreign

Hcl)n July 26, ,we arrivey’ intourists. ‘

elsinki, Finland. We contact- o

ed the car rental agency which ¥ itered Hotel Room

had made the’ drrangements We spent two days there. ]

N

E T |

for our trapspoft’,g&ioﬁ_‘éThedi‘dn’t' contact my friends, be-
icar we picked up was'a‘smallcaust I though%1 we might be
Russian-made “Volga,” withfollowed. Instead, Harvey a:
plenty of space for our lug-I met some young people of
gage. We piled our bags into

it, and headed for Viborg, the

Soviet border town.
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restricted frontier zone which
surrounds all Russia. In this

buffer zone, there are check-{

points at distances of-every 3
miles or so along the road,
where «each traveler’s docu-
ments are thoroughly inspected,

Uzhgorod proper has ho
border-crossing station, but
two such stations: are located

-only g few miles out of town.

One is located near the village
of Chop, and the other one—
on the other side of Uzhgorod—
is set in the middle of a field.
! Since our Russian itinerary

|specified simply “Uzhgorod” as

the point of our leaving Soviet
territory, we didn’t know which
one of ‘the .two  stations we

'should{‘lhead for. We therefore

told the local Intourist office
that we planned to go via Chop,
and we were informed thls was
lall rlght :

Exiined by Guards

We -~ approathed the first
check-po nt without misgivings
of any kind.. Two 'uniformed,
border guards stepped from,
their shelter and demanded;
our travel documents. From:
the\r expressions, as they stud-|
ied our passports, we could
see they had not dealt- with
‘many tourists -before.

to do with us. Finally, one of,
‘them went to ‘make a phone
call.

In what §eemed to be 2
minutes flat, another car pulled
up- and a -man_.in civilian
clothes got out. #Omne "of the
guards told us he was from. the’
‘KGB, the secret police.

The civilian told .us that the
.check-point we had chosen was
not for tofrists, and that we

They: policeman was very friendly.
seemed undeciged as.to what!He offered ta guide us to the

up in front of the headquar-
ters building.

. Once inside, we were taken
t6 a drab room filled with the
typical musty smell of Soviet
provmcml offices, bhut empty |
éxcept for & row of tables. We ;
Wwere received by an officer of
the border troops, who said |
he would have to prepare a’
statement explaining our viola-
tion of & restricted area. He‘
drew up the papers, and we;
signed them. Then we were‘
escorted back to Uzhgorod by
a young, taciturn private. Thél
soldier told us to wait. While‘
we were waiting for his return,!
1 went to the Intourist ofﬁce‘
and fetched the manager, a
scraggly individual with’ a‘
Simon Legree smile,

Signed Second Document

I explained our difficulty,
.and asked -him to help us
straighten out the matter. But,
instead of doing so, the In-
tourist man brought in yet an-

other policeman—this time, a!
clvilian cop — who made us;
Sign ‘£ ¥Eeond document, again
w0 the effect. that we had
violated restricted tefritory;”
Much to our surprise, the

icorrect station. Until this mo-
ment, about two hours had
elapsed while Soviet bureau-
crats passed the ball back amd
forth among themselves.

The po}meman jumped onto
his motorcycle and escorted us
to within sight of the horder

check-point. He handed us our
‘passports which had Dbeen

shouldn’t be where we are. We taken from us by the KGB
explained that we had been man, waved a friendly good-
;given permission by the official bye, and started driving back
‘travel agency.. Bj £, in spite of to town. We continued on; and
jall our protestations, he in- pulled up in front of the bar-
structed one of the soldiers tojrier which separates Soviet
get into. our car, and take us{Russia from Czechoslovakia. A
ito.the border guard headquag-burly soldier told us to drive
fters at Chop. . ito- the " examination pit for
| The guard then climbed intoicars. He also demanded our
’our ‘“Volga” and: instructed passports, and indicated we
‘Harvey, who was at the wheel, should carry our luggage into
.to drive into town. We pulled the building. Our bags were

opened, and & hunchbacked

i

customs man dug through our|the hunchback said: ‘“Because
belongings. of the material we have found

He demanded all our films.[in your possession, we have
Apparently he had been  in-|decided to give you a personal
formed of our previous en- search Kaminsky—you follow
counter with the border police [US’
and the KGB man, because he| (Next:
explained that — as we had
violated restrxcted territory—
all our film would have to be
developed.

Later, after the films were
‘developed, we were told to wait
a few minutes until we could
get final clearance. The hunch-
man and five of his colleagues
went next door.

After a few miputes they all
returned, stood in front of us
in a semicircle, and glared at
us silently for an-instant. Then

Detention and interroga-
tion in Uzghorod.)
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