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I. April 1941: Re Tier Operations inst Germens and Ttalians
In Jugoelavia: |

1. Then a Xajor of the Jugoslav Gensral Jtaff, om 2 April 1541
Subject reported to Genersl Mhefle INKIC, C.0. of the Triglav
Alpine Detaclmeut, at Skofja Ioka as his Chief of Staff, As
.such, Subject was responsible for operations on a 100 kilometer

. mountain front extending from Kamnik to Zirl, against both
Italian and Germen forces., Subjectfs unit belonged to the
V1iIth Jugoslav Aryy in Slovenia. ' '

2. On the morning of 6 April, the enemy altacked along the entire
. fronmt. After several days of successful operations in whith
. Subject's unit captured a mmber of prisoners and succeeded in
driving the invader baock, ordéra were recdived from Amy héad-
quarters tc withdraw because of the ajtuation on the Crostian
right £lank, where the Germans had broken thrauwgh in the direc—
tion of Zagreb. In spite of difficult operatignal conditiona
and despite the work of Gerizan and Communist fifth colums, -
the Triglav Alpine Detachment resisted until 1Y April, and was
the only undt in Slovenia remaining ressonably istact. On -
that date, Subject's unit was entirely ifsolated and cut off
from the main part of the Jugoslav Army as a result of treason
In Croatia, and subsequent occupablon of Zagredb, Karlovac and
Ogulin by the Germans and insurgents; thus, surrounded and
under bambardment of the German Airforee, the unit had no pos-
albility of defense. In additlon, by this time there had been
established a:Slovenian political committee which had initiated
negotiations with the ensmy and had imvited all armed forces in
Slovenia to cease resistance, and advised all personnel that
they should return to their homes as the war was finished.
Subject then proceeded to burn his files and gave instructions
that all armament should bé destroyed or hidden. 1Tlis order
- was Garried Qut and the éenemy was unable to selze any material

for later use in the reaistance movement. ™Tith certain in-.
esignificant «taeptions, the enemy was likewise prevented from.
taking any prisoners. o B ‘

3. In company with General IDKIC, Subject tried to fight his way
from Slovenia to Bosnia through Croatia, supposing:that the -
Army was still resisting the enemy there. Unsucg
attempt, wearing civilian clothes,; they retury
to Ljubllana, which had already been taken
order to avoid being taken prisoner.. Geme
left for Croatia to join the Croatian Army, v

- mained in Ljubljana. : '

II. 1941: First Steps:

L. Despite the tragic result egular mar opera
refused to regard the way :
render. Puzzle
measure he to




L}
T

SECRET
CONTROL

which was under police surveillance. Although he was abie to

_avold arvest in thils manmer, the Germans took advant.age

5.

6.

T

9

of the
gituation to requiaition his home and to make off \d.t all his
belongings.

Togsther with Major Ivo FREGL (hter captnred and shot by the
Germans) and Dr, Vjekoslav BUCAR (later arrested and interned

by the Italians, currently in exile in Ttaly), Subjest attempted
to organize a group of officers and aoldiers in a national re-.
sistance movemsnt, Owlng to the current negative attitude of the

" 0ld Slovenian politicsl groups, the trio joined the Communist

Liberation Front where they collaborated with the group lead by
Dr, MARDSIC (later Minister in the SUBASIC Government in london,
and TITO's in Belgrade), Eng, SERNEC (later a member of TITO's

Regeney in Belgrade), and Colonel AVSIC (later a Commnist Gmal).
- They also eollabora.t;d with Commmnist leaders Boris KIDRIC, Ales

BEBLER, both of whom are now TITO Ministars, and Vinko MEDERNDORFER.

InJuly,HajorFRijoimdtthemlemmmmt .
{n Serbia and remained there. In Septembar, Subject received a
letter from his friend, Zarke TODOROVIC (later arrested by the
Gexmamandsenhtoafl

in MIBAILOVIC'S name as the sole representative of the mowement
#n Slovenia. Accepting the sppointmedt, Subject immediately

indtiated activities. After some time, hedod.ddtogoto

mmwwwmemwmm

_DnMARBSIBandEng. smmc, hopi.ngtoattainapod.ﬁ.onafdom—

inance vis-—yis the Communists in the O.F. (Liberation Front)
use of MIHAILOVIC'S nems, ‘to Subject's proposal
and dffered to finance his journey. to MIBATLGVIC!s headquarters.
These two, however, olatmdm.ntm loedeuhip for thelr candi-
date Colonel AVSIC, who Should accomipany Subject on ks trip.
Communist leaders liad been informed of Subject's intention to
visit MIHATIOVIC, Provided with false documents, Subject and
AVSIC proceeded to Belgrade and themce to Ravma Gora, whers they
arrived in late November, and discovered to their great amagement
that the Chetniks and TITO's partisans were engaged in full scale
warfare. They reported to General MIBATLOVIC on the greatly
differert. Slovenian situation where thelr omn organization eol-

laborated with the Cmuﬂ.ats against the enew wi.thont political |
distinctionc

After some days, mnmc nomed AVSIC Commander, and Subject

Chiaf of :Staff of Rayal Jugoslav forces to de organised in
Slovenia under the supreme command of MIBATIOVIC, . Despite the
tragic aitvation prevalling in Serbia, they were authoriged to
callaborate with all resistance forces, imluding the Communists;
at the same time, howsver, thay were instructed that the non-
Communi st. elmxts should maintain a strength to guaramtee
against Commnist attack. Both AVSIC and Subject recedved

_written credanbials in confirmation of MIHAIIOVIC's order. L:eav-

ing Ravna Gora, they rabnmd to Slovenia, where they an'lved -on

| 1 Deoanber 19!.1.

Upon his retum to Idubljam, Subject ‘and his friend, Dr. BOCAR,
held two meetings with Commumist leader Borls KIDRIC a.nd the Com-
munist MEDERNDORFER. At this mesting Subject negotiated with
KIDRIC as to the posaibility of comtimued coopsration. KIDRIC,

"however, refused to permit any independent organization of Royal

' Jugoslav units, having in the meantime launched a bitter propa-

ganda campaign against General MIHAIIOVIC. Subject was thus
forced definitely to break relations with the Commmists and the
O.F., deciding at the same time, however, to avoid any armed con-
fliet insofar as this might be in his pawer.,' Colonel AVSIC, Dr.

-2-
SECRET
~(CONTROL)

canp in Gemmany) in Belgreds, appointing M=




10,

{&)NTIK)L)

MAR!ISIC and &)g, SFRNEB, onthe eontrary, bebrayed Genml

MIHATIOVIC by Jeining the Communists, By thla move, AVSIC
abused the credentials which he. had received £rom MIBATIOVIC
and which herefuaedto handbaeké.tthe lat.ter'adircct re-

»ques‘b. .

Subjeot's ‘path, on the basis of his duty towarda his eunntry,

‘his King, and the Western Allies, tima lay elearly before him
‘a8 it was nd longer possibls to collaborate with tht Comniats

: ,_.whose lay-altiea wore in ancbhei' dlracbion.

1.

As an mmdiate result Snbject was denounced by tho Cammists
4o the Italiansaaare‘bel and from that time on, he was hnnted
by Ttalisn adthorities until the end of thelr occupation,

_%3_ and Disd uniomm

12

In Fehmary 1%2, General MIHAYIOVIC, then already Ministar of
Tar in the London Royal Jugoalav Government, dianiseed Colonel
AVSIC and chdrged Subject with the task of roomnimtion of the
Royal Jugoslav Army in Slovenia as its temporary commander. At
that time Subject elready disposed in Ljubljamm of en organiped
staff as well as of & group of the eclandestine ®SOROL Legion",
rumbering soite hundred medbers, with which to form thes im.t.hl
active and reserve units,  Shortly afterwards, his organisation
was joined by a growp of political dl.sddm of varded political
hue, who hadbmdodtogetharmtbemm "People's Leglon®,
This group bmﬁrowithit axn already furctioning, though' snll,
propaganda and mmation service. The main tmlk of non-Commmn-
ist military persommel, which was provided with a considerable
quantity of hidden armament and equipment, mmizadlnthe
Clerioal) clardesting "Slovenian lagilon®. This large group of
Soms thousands of membars was undar the lsedership of Colonsl
PETERLIN, who still opposed the HMIHATIONIC ormimtim unl con-
t2miad ho act Mepexﬁently. _

mmmmummomwmudmmmm
-idsologically diverse leglons under MIHATIOVIC's command as exer—
clzed by Subject, toobtainaeondponﬁcelbss&smﬂpm

1iaison with the Iondon Government, and to procure the means nsces-

aaryrormintmnceatthe orgmim:ummdmw Union of
all tha comtry's posdtive forogs into a compact representetive
body  entrusted with the t ing political behavior under

eneny occupation, and with supporting the organization and activity

of the national resistance movemsnt within the framework of the
sole legal armed fcree, IIIHAII.(NIO'& Royal Jugoalav Axmr wms :

© indispensable,

15,
- ment, favored a

Finally after long negabiat.ions, in ﬁxich took an active
part, the clamisstine "Slovenzka Zaveza® er referred to

as the S.Z.) was founded, mgmmmapmofallimm

included the Clerical Party (S.L.S.), the Liberal parties J.n.s.l
and S.D.S.), the Socialist Party (s.x’w.), and recogmived t(bloml

NOVAKasitsmuitaxyloadwmaaropmmiwotﬂmm
mmmwenoxal.mgomv&m TheOammiatPartyre-
hmadtotakepartinthealliam

‘rhes.z.'epmgram asprowlgﬁ.adbythelondonhgoalav‘covem-.
wnfted Jugoalav kingdom led by King Peter IT; it

. declared itself on behalf of democracy, federation, and political,

‘social, economic, and cultural reforms in aceordance with the de-

. .sire of the m:onlty of the people; and it recognized the Royal

Jugoslay Home Army under Gemeral MIEATLOVIC and his legally ap-

-pointed regionsl commanders. It clearly recognized the King and
. the Royal Govermment in Iondon as the sole legal representatives

abroad of the Sovereignty and continuity of its country temporarily
oceupied by the enemy .- d « *
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The SeZats mi.litary program provided that no prty was to be .
allowed to maintain private military formations, and all such
organizations (the various "legions") ex:lst.itg to that time
were to bs incorporated into the Royal Jugoslav Anw Such

. formations were to be put under command of General MINATLOVIC

and his Slovenian representative who was responsible for the

| organization and activlty of Armed forces in that rogipn

17.

‘Tt was agreed that the S.Z. mul.d provide the MIFATLOVIC organ—
ization and Army with the necessary funds which were to be col-

lected by an S.Z, organized financlal subseriptions furds &lso
were to be prooured from the Govermient abroad under guarantee

of one member each from the Clerical andmeral parties and
from NOVAK. '

Later, in Roms in 1943, however, NOVAK learned that he had beon
deceived by various politicians as to the amount of funds re-.
ceived from abroad, $n order to eoveruptheirfailmto pro=

- vide funds ror operatd.onal un:lta.

19.

As drawn up, the S, 2, programwaa aound and well suited to pro-
vice a solid baxis for Royal Jugoslev Ary operations in Slovenia,
providing it were respected and consistently applied in its '

- entirety according to the solemn pledges of. its members, Un-

fortunately, however, the "gentlemens agreement™ among the politi-
cal parties was not unconditiomll,y respected, nor were the vari-

ous individusls concerned capable of laying aside personal aiffi-
culties during the war period. An additional point of weaknsss

- 1lay in the fact that the Clerical party, representing the: mj_orlty'

of the population, was split into three different curreuts; one

of these, the "Strasa" under ZEBOT (who is now in Home), ERLIH
and CASAR (both- -id11ed by the Commmnists), was rot represer&ed in
the S,Z. because of its position against a united Jugoalavh ‘Be-
cause of 1th active naturé, however, the Strava group strongly
inﬂ.medtheoﬂicialcumtintheﬂer&cal?arbwbicbm
represented in the SZ¢ by Dr. Mlos STARE and Marko KRANJC . (both

' . of whom are now in Rems) against the left wing Christian Séetaliste

under. GOSAR represemted in the Ss2. by Profs SOLAR (both De. QOSAR

and SOLAR were interned at Dachau by the Germanss ththem
members of the opposition in Jugoalavia), The official wing of

the Clerical Party (STARE and KRANJC) which was in contact with

Dr, Mtho KREK in London and by the majority of the Clergy
in Slovenia, did not understand the problem reaieed by necessity

. for a cholce betwoen MIHATIOVIC and TITOj as a result of thelr

inability to understand the implications of the question as it
affected both the country and its Vestern Allies, during the war
in the Balkans the Cleérical Party attempted to impose its political

“ 1ine on the S,Z, as a thole, against the will of the Liberals,
- Soeialista and Christian-Socialists. Thus, it was that the S.Z.

pmgrammmdonhaacmatpapormdmematmn
its nalisatiom ms ever made,

' Though not particularly praoceupied with the- purely political

aapect of the matter, NOVAK was deeply concerned with the attitude
of the offiolal c:l.er&calwingimotaru it regarded military
matters, Initial smgll differences led soon to a deﬁni:be break,

HOVAK himself muphiapoliwinnﬂitary a.ﬁ‘aira from the

first to the last day of his activities in Slowenia, as follows:
?Immediate propaganda effort, intelligence acbivit:los, and guer-
rilla and sabotage operations the enemy in preparstion for final

‘action on. the strategic level on orders to be iasned by the.

Government and General MIHATLOVIC; all this to be carried out
while maintaining & defemnsive attitude against the Communists.
The armed forces must act under the orders of General MIHATIOVIC
and of melf as the responaible military lea.dara "
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" The policy of the s-oZo s O, better, of its cmerlcal majori.ty,
~ on the other hand, tas at first secretly, later more and more
‘ openly, as follows: "Our afmed forces should be restricted to

a passive attitude as regards the occupying forces
and should 1imit themselves to a minimmm propeganda effort,
Active units, therefore, should not be developed at. all, or at
least should held down to a minimum inactive secret force, At -
the same time Communisa should be fought with all means, even
collaborating with the occupiers in order to prevent
terror and enemy reprisals.  General MIHNAIIOVIC's orders are not .
applicable to Slovenia if the S.Z. considers them impracticable,

 NOVAK is to act only with direct permission of the S,Z." Thus,

it might be sald, amoroor less independent Slmﬂan.uwwaa
enviaaged. : ,

Regarding the steadily nounbing aecumlation of differemea be-

. tween himself and the S.Z, at this period, NOVAK describes as
‘disgraceful the fact that the Clericals never officlally re-

‘nounced the military program previously accepted by the S.Z,,

and permitted him to contimue his bonafide activities in a mazmer
which could not be satisfactory to the S.Z, or to its objectives,

 Constantly obstructed in his activities during this initial phase,

"NOVAK !'ora certain was unaware of the reasone for his difficulties,
There existed a permanert erisis in his relations with the pontical

: esped.ally Clerical,; leaders of the. S.Zo

NOVAK's position, as it turnsd. mt, wes the right one, The Cleri-

. ¢zl attitude had succeeded in preventing his bullding up strong

effectives, and in 1943 his units had been overcome by joint
Gemman-Italian-Communist action. The 10,000 Clericsl acdherents
who hed been prevented from Joining KOVAK's units were dutmyod

-by the Partiesans and Italians with whom they had collaborated up

to that time, and were forced into German service, Thelr. persis-
tetice in collaborating with the Germans subsequent to thelsr ,
Italian collaboration ended in the tragedy of 1945, when innocent
soldiers were treated as an independent. Slovendan army after having

sacred

"mxrrenderedtothe&lliea,axﬂwero!nndedoverbo andma—

In the first phase, homver mvmmmuetom sucha
tragic future and having, at least theoretically, the Siovenian

Clerical Legion at his diapodtion, he began organizim his head—
quarters and minor atatts and comnands

In the first baltofhhrehl%i’, a fresh blow hit MAK': organi- .
zation when 411 but three active officers of his organization were
arrested and interned, The three who escaped were Captain LESJAK,

" later killed by Slovenian Quislingss It., KRANJC, later killed by

the Ttalians; and It. STRNISA, later killed by the Communigts.,.
NOVAK was thus compelled to reorga.nizo s staff with civilian
mombers of the three Legions who, in addition to their good in-
tentions, alaso brought along the:f.r political attitudes. One of
the’ best of these, Reserve Captain PERSUH, was treacherously -
killed by the Commnists a short time later as the first ina
long 1ist ‘of vic‘timao

After reorganization of his headquarters a.nd constructionof a -
relatively s0lid framework for the Royal Jugoalav Army in Slovenia,
NOVAX proceeded to organize fighting units. He proposed to the
S.2, thot in every village there be organized a small group of
volunteers from the three Legions to form the first cadres of the
Army, and to gather, cache, and guard all awatlable armament,
equipment, and food for a future more complete mbilimtion.

These first small groups had to be brought into liaison with one

- another, organized into larger units, and provided with military

- leaders by NOVAK's headquarters, Thus organiged, theae units

'-.-5- 
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‘were to have protected t.heir vi.uagea from bai.ng terror:lzed ,
and forcibly mébilized by the Commmists; and, at NOVAK's order,
were to begin the guerrilla and sabotage campaigh against the
enemy in such a mammer as to avold insofar as posslble direct
enenw reprisals againat irhabitants of the variom vn.lagea

After lengbby discussion, both wit.hin and vithout the S.Z.,
NOVAK!s propesal wae accepted. Invited to issue t.he meesaary

_ordez-a, heinnediatelydidsoe :

'rhe fouam.m day, however his great aurm-iaohewasin-
formed that his orders eouidnotbecarxiedom for fear of

‘ermw reprisals and Communist vengeance.

This incompetent Merfemnce on the part of the S.Z. proved to
throughout the war. The unfortunate inhabitanta of the villages,

" though imbued with a deep hatred of the Communists, were forcibly

mobilized into Partisan units, terrorized in every way, deprived
of all their possessions, and, in addition, they were forced to
suffer the reprisals of the occupiers who btrurred thelr villages,
executed, tortured, imprisoned, and deported a1l those who did
not wish to join the Commnists. These inmiividuals were,irontcally
£or the moat part. mambers of the various preponderently Clerieal
Legions whose loyalitiea belom to the MIHAIIOVIC organization,
rather than to the Commmists, Finally, people who had been
preverted by their political leaders from using thelr own weapons
and forced to deliver them té the Commntsts, were compelled to’
accept arms from the occuplers only in order to save their lives
and the poor ramants of theirpemoa,,

In I.dubl.ja.m and in other ‘smAller téwns, the Itauans began
large scale mop=-up operations and deported about 30,000 people,
most of them non-Communlsts, to eoncertration camps. :In Ljubljana,

-thispmyamofi:&ermntalmﬂhﬂvedthemﬁdpottha

"SOKOL" and the "People's" Legions. - The pusillamimity of the

_political leaders did not prevent either Communist terror or re-

prisals, but caused the lose of the best hm.v:ldnale as well as

‘of nearly all armament and equipment.,

After this haavyblawtotho 8.2., NOVAK decided to act on his
own and salvage whatever might be possibls. After emormous dif-
ficulties placad in his way from all quarters, he £imally suc-
ceededinlhyl%%inomudzhxthmmnmts:deepita o
Jtallan and Commmmist attack, he mamsged to concesntrate them in a
groupofabouthOnmintheGorjamimmbatmmt}nNovolhato
arvea. Accepting the fait accompli, the S.2. pmmi.oedtoprovide

' mm with noeoesaxy funds for his torcoa maintenance, .
33,

Asaremltotthepmpagaxﬂaeamignlamuda@insttheoe—

c\m:mfforceaandthe Commmists in NOVAK®s papsr “Swoboda ali
Liberty or Death), NOVAK was constantly denounced to the

Itallan polics, 'The Ttalians searched for him actively, but be-

ing nnsucceaatul they satiafied tbmelvel with looting his -
home in I.jubljana

In late May 1942, NOVAK dccided to contact General lIIHAII.OVIC

again ard to establish w/t commmication between their two head-

quarters, He thus travelled to Serbia with false documents in
the company of lMre, KEISTO!', whoae speed.al task was mdio and code.

In Zagreb, WOVAK held a mact.ing with Dr,’ "RAPOTEC, who had come
from Cairo by submarins on a special mission to Jugoslavia and to
General MIHATIOVIC. ‘With' RAPOTEC, he also met a group of Croat

nationalists and Dro HMACEK's repreaontative, Dr. PAK)LF’I, ‘

-6
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From Balgrade bhamlsmrandmvmmaww -
Tugomer PREKORSEK and by a gulde furnished by the MIHATIOVIC
organization in Belgrade, who vas to accompany them through
Serbia and the Sanjak to MIEAILOVIC's headquarters in the

mountains near Sshovicis In Nova Varos, Mrs, KRISTOF was held

| by local Chetniks as a sort of hostage, a strange though under-
. standable and necessary messure for the security of Geveral

37.

39.

MIHATIQVIC's security.
Meoting MIHATLOVIC in the mountains, a few hours march from

' Sahovici, NOVAE remained at his headquarters for only two hours,

He repirted on the situation in Slovenia, on the development of
the organization there, and on his relations with the S.Z.

. political organization. MIHAYLOVIC approved NOVAK's policies

and encouraged him to proceed in the face of all difficulties. -
He confirmed NOVAK's appointment as Commander in Slovenia, and
enlarged his political and mdlitary powers and provided him with
now written credemtials, MNOVAK also received credentials author-
iging him to undertake prelimimary negotliations with Croat =~
nationalists and with the H.S.S, in Zagred with a visw to col~
labaration. In order to render him independent fraom the fimancial
point, of view, LIHATIOVIC gave him 3,000 dallarej after establish-

.ing all details concerning redic lisison with MIHATIIOVIC's head-

quarters, NOVAK left for Slovenia via Belgreds, To ROVAK's con-
slderable regret, on this oceasion he could-not rensw his ac~
quaintance with British Captain Bi111 HUDSON, whom he had already
met in 1941, as Chief of the British Misslon to MIHAIIOVIC's head-
quarters, because HUDSON was absent on soms buainsss connacted
with his mission, o

-

On his return journey, NOVAK again met Dr, FAROIFI in Zagreb, but
was unrble to make contact with Dr, MACEK, as the latter was kept
in hermetic isolation by the Ustascha, It was tlms imposaible to
take any steps in the direstion of a Croatian repprochement on -
this occasion and, as HOVAK was under close obssrvation, it was
impossibtle for lim to undertake further journsys to Zagreb.

Tovarde the en;!. of ‘June 1942, NOVAK returned to Idubljam after

- & month's Journay for the purpose of spending two hours with -

General MIHAIIOVIC, He reported to the political leaders and
presented them his new credentials, ' B

Within a short time radlo commmnication had been estahlished be-
tween MIHATIOVIC and NOVAK's headquarters, and functioned .
smoothly with only occesional interruptions when headquarters

‘were moved, during NOVAK's entire temure, Radfio equipment was

constructed by radio operators HASL, BRICELJ, and STEMBOV, who
also established and maintained all radio liniks with grest cour-
age, ambhition and self-sacrifice in collaboration with Mrs,

KRISTOF who acted as traffic supervisor and: personally enciphered

and deciphered all messages. Unfortunately, all three radio
operators were fairly receptive to the flattery and veriocus in-

- trigues coming from all sides, doth within and without the or-

ganization, especially in its most critical periods. BRICELJ, -
for example, whom NOVAK originally considered his best operator,
tried first in Rome in 1943 and later in Trieste in 1945, to
sabotage HOVAK®s w/t link with MIHATIOVIC; though compeliad to
cease using his services, NOVAK contimied to pay him in order to
prevent further mischief on his part. Subsequent to NOVAK's
arrest by the Germans, lrs, KRISTOF relisved BRICELJ of erystals
in his possession, in order to prevent his misuse of them., Mre,
KRISTOF broke off 21l relations with BRICELJ, who in the mean-

~ time had started to work for JEVDJEVIC. NOVAK later heard that

BRICELJ had fallen even deeper into treachery by working for the

Gestaro, in order to satisfy his gresd for money and his desire

{g;-'s anffeasy‘ct lifes ROVAK, however, has no concrete evidence to
elie 12" ‘ : .
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Ll. During NOVAK's absence, his unit-in the Novo Mesto area carried

43,

45,

46,

out, somstimes with Partlsan aid, several successful operations
against the Italian garrisons at Stopice, Poganc# and Rates.
During thess actions the Chetniks destroyed the principal stons
bridge on the Novo lesto-Krsko road, an important eommmnication
1ink between the German and Ttalian zones of occupation, This

bridge was never emtirely reactivated throughout thg war,

Por the first half of July 1942, an operation was plamnsd against
Ttalien defensive positions of the Novo Mesto suburdb Swihel, but

on tha 9%h of July, NOVAK's detachment was attacked by the Parti-~
sans, Although the treachercus Commmnist attack was »epelled

with only one Chetnik killed, before returning to ILjubljana,

NOVAK ordered his unit to leave the area in order te avold further
‘clashes vith the Partisans, His precaution s in vain: Although
contimwously under Italian artillery fire, the unit was attacked
every place it appeared by greatly superior Partisan foreces, and

suffered heavy cq_sualtiefao

Fimally, after two morths of heroic resistance against sttack
- from beth Italians and Partisans, the unit found itself over-

whelmed and surrounded, with Partisans before it and Italians be-
hind it, witbout food and ammunition, under heavy gun fire, and
cut off from ell conmumication with Colone)l KOVAK, In this situ-
me\mit-me@m ed to renocunce its allegilance to Gen,

, WIC and to accept the Italian offer of surrender and non~
aggression., NOVAK learned of this tragic event only two weeks
later, and was left only the hope that in & more fortunate future
he might persuade the officers and soldiers to retum to the or—-
ganization under his command., Such an occasion never presented
itsself, however, because with few exceptions, the dispersed unit‘s
meobers were under the influence of local politicians, amd con~
stituted only village guards outside the MIHATIOVIC organization.

In the meantime the Italian Army had undertaken a oycle of large-
scale anti-rebsl opsrations, The Partisans offered no resistance
and were soon disperssed.  The Ytalians burnsd the villages, looted
their inhabitants posssssions, arnd many of those who were fortu-
nate enough to escape with their lives, were sent t6 concentration
camps. - For their defense against the Commmist terror; the
Itallans issued the remaining villagers s-smell quantity of rifles
and ten rounds of ammanition for each weapon. The farmers, al-
though hating the Italians, could only accept the offer and the
nunber. of White Guard anti-Commmist fighters socon reached bo-
tween 5 and 6000, who defended their villeges succesafully against

th’e»!’artisans, whon they drove back into the woods amd the moun-

NOVAK informed Gensral MIHATIOVIC of these new developments in
Slovenla, and was instructed to carry on in the attempt to organ-
ize new active units of the Royal Jugoslav Army and to do every-

thing posaslble to bring the village guards into the MIHATIOVIC
organizetion,. ) :

Now coaumenced the struggle among the Italians; the Communists, the
various Clerical politicians, and Colonel NOVAK for eomtrol of the
village guards. 'Although sympathizing with the MIHATIOVIC orgeni-
zation, most of Lhe farmera in the village guard were not-active

in the movement becanse of their fear of reprisals. Thus, it was
plannsd to effect a elandestine penstration of the 1 ge guards,
in order not to arouse Mtalian susplcion, a task not too aifficult
where the local priests were sympethetic as they were in most cases.,

‘As long as the Clerical politicans remained loyal to the military

charter of the 8.Z., and as long as the Church extended its aym-
pathies to the MIHAILOVIC organization, them, it should have been

-8-
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»relat.iwely ess,y to permde the vinage gua.rds to renounce thelr
. affiliation with the Italians, to join the Royal Jugoslav Armuy,

andtofightwtonlythemmiatsmmotheompyhg

. forcesg

47,

With thia view in nd.nd, Colonel NOVAK despatched opeeial emissari::

- 40 the village guards for the purpoge of attempting to draw the

18,

50,

latter into the organization, Captain DEBELJAK was sert into the
Hovo Mesto ares, Captain LESJAK into the Ljubljana area, and
Captain VOSNER into the Rovete~St.Jost area, HNOVAK firther sug-
gestsd to thoge sympathetic to his organization that reliable
elements should be sent to as many villages as possible, in order
to assune positions of command for the purposs of - preventing suck:
posts from falling into the hands of pro-Italians, Commmnists,
and others hostile to the MIHAIIOVIC program, Soon a rumber of

villagecs was in the hands of people sympathetic to the movement,
or in soms wey atfﬂ.iated vdth i.t.,

The same program was attempted by tho commiat.s but with a ham
degree of success, The atrongest village guard, however, that in
Trebnjs, was under the command of ones BAN, a philo-Commmmist and

pwo-Itul:lan. This unit, a perfect example of Commmism's ability
%o turn all means to its own ends, was the only one organised and

-t.rai.md on Fascist. lines « it even adopted the Fasclst salute}

The Ita]iam, forthslrpart, attempted by all means to prevent
the MIFATLOVIC influance from permeating the villagé guards and

- to bring their oun elements into positions of power. They found

orﬂyaninaigrﬁﬁmmottnﬂ;on,m ard as a resul:

cmmmmatothoeﬁectthatthevlnagegmrds
mighta&zmtotheRoyalJugoalavAmmdangagoinxbtacka
against the Ivalians, they sent lialson affisers and

‘military
units to control the guards. Thavlnagognmdamthutcreod
to open eol]aboratiom

Iast but not least, the m.oxieel pouticiam, who wov:lously .
feared Ttalian reprisals and Communist vengeance, now felt that
they were béing given the opportunity to fight the Commmists
legitimatelys in this situation; they preferred the status quo

to the altemate solution of fighting and being fought by both
the Italians and the Commmists, Theys. too, thereforé, although
sam of them were maxders of the S.Z., or directly a.fﬁ.liated wit)
the MINATLOVIC movement, obstructed NOVAK(s work among the village

guards, especially towards the end of 1942 when it seemed that th:

Partisans in Slovénis were on the definite decline. -

NOVAK on the contrary, in view of the decline in Partisan streng’
and the disillusionment of the people eoncerning Commmnism, con~ .
sidered the noment propitious for mllying all those who wishad
to fight the ensxy in wnits strong enough to prevent Commmist
terror without nseessity for collaboration with the occupying
forces. It was necessary, therefore, that WOVAK attract to his
banner all the mationalist and non-Commurdst fighters from the
badly shaken Partisan army,-which had been reduced from its prevsi:
ous sumnerts strength of 15,000 to & bare 2,000, Fartisan forcez,
stripped of all but Commnist elements, could not posaibly out-
muber Noyal Jugoslary unita and would be foreced %o give up furthe:

'agmsxlon. MIBATIOVICts forces, unhindered by Partisan aggres- |

sion, could thus dedicste themssives to the primary task of
fighting the snemy in accordance with MIHATIOVIC's expreoss in-
structions, Unfortumately, however, the politicians prevailed
againt Through its "Slovenian Legion®, the Clsrical Party tock

control of the village guards, weru.y with permission of the

Italian authorities, overt.ly through the Slovenian Legionts

~ members. Believing the Commumist danger yod already passed, the

Clericals proceeded to take all measures to prevent mmmc
influenceamngtheviuage » which they preserved as an

-amied force of the mxty. Thia eonst.:ltuted the second fa:l:al

_9’
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blumler of . the po:!.i:t.:I.eimnsn;y:lma"wh:l.fx'i;‘a againwmvewm w?:.e: large~-
scale -dsvelopment of the ugoslav gave
the Conmunists time to recrganize their units w:l.th t.he dee:laivo
aid of the Croatian Partisans,

In late August 1942, the Italian poliee arrested m.a, KRALJ,

'.mwsmmc,mdthmﬁhermbemwsnmrtmot

3.

NOVAK's Ljubljana headquarters; NOVAR hinself was barely able to

'escapearﬂbewehomaatiwlymgmbythenananponee,
_ he wis forced to. lmeldtml.‘lamta-a cer-t.ain pe.ﬁ.od.,.

Bemgwithoutamitothisamatthsttim, M’AKdeci.dedto
proceed mmmummwammemmm
guards in an attenpt to bring together hie old Chetmilcs, whom he
believed to be setretly still loyal to the MIHATIOVIC organization
ard to.himself. Disguised as & simple soldier, or some times-as

. a friend of the local parson in Stopice, NOVAK remalned there,

‘with a few interruptions, fromtlunﬁddhot&pbanhortothe

middle of December 191;2« At first, fIOVAK'e project seemed to be

- making satisfactory progress; the officers seamsd to be willing

to obey and to hdpinpreparizfs aming and equipfng the soldisrs
to rejoin the organization, Wi howsver,. the combined

offect of Communist propagandsm. am! dmciations lod to more

" severeTtalisn eomtrol in the village guards, and the officers be-

came: more reluctant. Iocal politicians, aided by eertain clergy~
men, wsre astive in dttempling to persuade the soldlers of dangers .
in stere for them if they deserted the guards. .The officers
who negotiated with BOPAK, had been -to 'the Italians and
placed under strict axrvd.nmwa; as a result, they refused, at
least for the tima-belng, to tweak off thelr comtacts with the.
Ttaliane, Himself threatened mith arrest and consigoment to the
Italians or with @ cutright aseascinetion, NOVAK was foroed to -
disappear, eompletely unsuccmm, in the company of only ons
officer, Marjan PAVLIC ‘

Sti1l more diacoureging w.s the ta.ilum of NOVAK'a dqmty Gaptain
LESJAK, in the Ljubljana area, After having hidden amms for the .

.unitad planned for the future, he was treacherously and brutzlly

mnw$yWeﬂuungMywmaﬁumMshWﬁhbhmmnm
only of" private property, tut also of funds belenging to the or~
ganigation, This murder had beeén arpanged by the peopls of the
"Straza' Ultre-Clerical Group, in cdllaboration with the priest .

'GLAVAC (now in Italy) and his man, together with Ttalian Captain

TORNARY ;- GIAVAChadpreviouslybeenahigtﬂyoomiduedmot
NOVAK's headquarbers and the motives behind his torrible treachery

“are not clear. GIAVAC subsequently maintained an extremely hostile
- attitude towards the MIHATIOVIC movement and advocated uncaonditional

collaboration with the oceupying forces in order to fight the com- ,

" . {mxmatsa

55,

56,

After th.e traM of Gapbajn IESJAK, NOVAK's enhsary -Captain

. VOSNER, who had been sent. to the Rovte~St.Jost area, post,ponod

further action untll the situation might inpmn

On the nigh:t after NOVAK's return to I.anl:]am, the infamous
Christmes 1942 round-up of almost a thousand men and womén sus— .
pected of being members or sympathizers of the Commmnlst movement,.
was initiated. Colomsl PETERLIN, the Italfan-appointed chief of
allvillagegmrdsatﬁlajubnamaemtponeemmber ‘working
with Dr. SMAJD and Italian Captain TORMARY, part.icipated in this .
operation which clearly showed the Qﬁstem of open collaboration
ba&;mentheItalimandthevmagegmm The round-up, which
affected not only Commmists but slso many inmocent people, vas an
error from both the political and moral points of - view; in addition,
it was most. inefficient because the Ttalians soon liberdsted all.
the real Commnists vho could pay rensoms defined by "over-the—

tc:g:;: deals", vhile those without funds were sent to concentration

....10.,
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It was thus thatlihg. SERNEC, one of themeofthecomnﬁsh
movetiont and latey m'a‘-reé_eut in Belgrade, vas releanedaﬂ;ar
furnishing his writen ™word of honor® that he had not previously

“and that he would Aot in the future, cccupy himself with politieal
‘matters; this same document also contalned his statement that he
" had never been a medber of the liberation frontd :

Later, the Commmists acctised the UIHATIOVIC organization with the
responsibility for this mopwup operation. Fot only was NOVAK not

~ informed of what was going on, dtut anly at the last moment did

5%

60.

village guards desist in their search of the homs of the KRISIOF .
family where NOVAK was in hiding. Had the searsh been completed,

NOVAR would have been diecovered - quite incidentally « and turned -
over to the Itslians, '~ On the basia of the looal Commmntst prope-
 ganda line, it was well known that the KRISIOF fanlly was anything.

but pro-Commmist. Vho,then,was scarched for in their home? Had -
he been informed of the imminemt round-up operstion, NOVAK would
have certainly done evarybthing in his power to prevent its balng

carried into e:rﬂact.»'

When It, Colonel PEIERLIN returmed from interrment in Ttaly, he
had already beecn appointed commandsr of village guards, He sub-
gequently offered to provide MOVAK?@ units with weapons and -
valunteera from his village guards until the moment when all.
village guards would Join-the MIHATIOVIC movement, - Faymert was
demarded for this service, and payment of the emount requested by
PETERLYY was made by NOVAK.  In reality, howsver, as the exponent -
of the collaborabiontst group including the "Straza" and Father
GLAVAC, and as the Clsriocsl candidate for the pesition then held
by NOVAK, PETERLIN fiot only falled to furnish positive aid; at
proved to be the technical executor of All actions ggainst that
section of tho MIHATIOVIC organisation and Royal Jugodlav Army.
under NOVAK!s commanfl, ' :

Thus ended the year 1942; without success, Deeply 3isillustonsd
and completely disgusted, ROVAK mas forced to begin the new year
on an entirely nsw basis. - _

Second Attempt and Tragedrs 1943 - Direct Cooperation with the Middle

East Forces Allied HQ, Cairo:

61,

62,

. 63°

After his previous dlsappointing experiences, NOVAK decided that
in’ 1943 he would act independently and attempt to dimirdsh insofar
as possible the influence of the various politicians on his mili-

tary activities, as it was already clear that he could not persuade

them to take a definite stand against the enaxy. If it were not
possible to obtain any support from the Slovenian politicians,

NOVAK hoped to obtain direct support from abroad and. from General
MIHATLOVIC. " ’

~ According to instructions received from MIFATLOVIC via radio;

NOVAK's mission continued to remain more or less the same:r To -
create active units to fight the enemy on a worthwhile scale, to
increase the propaganda effort, and to enlarge imtelligence activi-
ties in support of the Allded struggle for Afriea.

NOVAK's propaganda campaign was begun on a sharply arti-German: |

and anti-Italfian line, while maintaining a clearly defensive atti-
tude with regard to the Partisans,

With regard to his intelligence mission, NOVAK proposed to General

'MIHAILOVIC that a special military mission be sent imto Sloveria

by Allied Headquarters in Cairo, MIHATLOVIC promised to take the
necessary- steps; in the meantime, it was necessary for NOVAK to

organize a military unit strong enough to .
sion which might be sent. ng enough to protect any Allfed mis-
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‘gttitude, the latter no longer counted upon the Clerieal "Slovenian

‘forced to assume this enormous responsibility, and was subjected -

SECRET
“{CONTROL) ™

Because of constant Clerieal opposition to MVAK 's aggressive

legion”, but concentrated his attertion on the "30KOLS". As NOVAX
had promised to operate in the Gorizia area where there were mo
village guards, the S,%. consented to support his project to create

‘a unit to operate against the ensmy, although it was demanded that

the unit not exceed: 30 fighting msn, As there was no danger of N
Ttalian retaliation against village guards in the Gorizla area,
the Clericale slsa promieed to invite their adherents in the
Venszla Giulia area to grant all poesible aid, = - -

‘Tn Ljubljana, NOVAK gathered a mamber of voluntesrs uho were soon

joined by sevaral membere of the village gnards who had deserted

 their units because they wers umilling to collaborate further

with the Italians. Thus, towarda the end of February 1943, ROVAK
disposed of a unit of 27 fighters near the old Italo-Jugoalav
fromtier; the unlt was under the secret command of Captain VOSNER.
Yhen the Communists learned of the existence of this unit, their
"Free Jugodlavia® radio statian in Russia lasunched a countexr-propa-
ganda , contending that the Italisn Government had ordered
General, MIHATIOVIC to destroy the Partisans in Veneszia Giulia, and

- that General, MIHAIIOVIC bhad entrusted NOVAK with this task in -

Slovenia. - The Communists, of course, were wall avare of the |
falsity of this line, tazt it was emimently successful in informing !
the enenmy of NOVAK's activity and in frightening Clsrical circles,
Once again oppoaition from the latter set in, - S

. In early larch, NOVAK assumed personal commend.of the wnit which

wa9 known as "the first Slovenian Chetnik detachment” and under-
took & small scale reid into the ldria area and beyomd into old -
Ttalian territory. This undertaking showed immediately that pre-
vious promises of the politicians had not been kept. Nothing had
been propared for the refeption of the unit and for support of its
action, ' | A L .
NOVAK and his unit returned to their operatiomal area just in time
for the reception of paratroopérs and w/t equipment from Cairo,
Special messagea in conmsetion with this opsration bad been broad-
casted by BBC london on their Slovéhian program on the 15th, 16th
and 17th of Marech 193. The operatlon was cdmpleted on 17 March,
without casulaties, damage or loss, and NOVAK's headgquarters was
congratulated by Cairo for the well-organiged reception of the
three paratroopers (two rsdio operators and ons enlisted man, all
of them Slovenians of Italian citizenship, who had been taken .
prisoner during the African war), three radio sets and w/t equip-
ment, food, and money, . _ L ’

The following day radio commundcation was established with Cairo

_ to everyone's complete satisfaction, That was the first direct

contact between the Allies and Slovenia. The mission of the radio
‘team was outlined in a letter to NWAK from Mhjor MILLER of Cairo
Headquarters, as confirmed by the Allied Misalon attached to
MIHATIOVIC's headquartersy slight subsequent modifications were

- from time to time ordered by Cairo, or wére sometimes imposed by

the local situation, -

The radio isam was given complete freedom of ‘action, it retained
all ciphers, ant all funds received were at its disposition.

NOVAK limited himsslf to protection of the team and to providing :
it with information as recsived by Cairo. As it turned out, NOVAK.- |
MIHATIOVIC organization received no direct advantage from the ‘
presence of this Allied radio mission, but on the contrary was

to intrigue from all sides, Almost half of NOVAK's entire time was
spent on behalf of Cairo, and his troops became increasingly only a
unit for the protection of the radio sets; they had constantly to
stand guard, to move, to sweat, to fight, and to dte protecting the
liaison with Cairo; All this they did willingly for the Allles

e12 .
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" aith the fervemt hopethattheirawnmt and blood might save

72.

Tha

750

76,

the lives of soms of thalr i1lled comrades engaged in the battle
for. Tunis and Sicny.

mVAKenlargedhmee aervieeaxﬂdevelopedmwlinka,
allofvrhichomployeda considerable mmber of pesople, After
some time, in addition to other messages, Cairo headquarters was
neeeiving regular dally reports on all German movements and traffic
between Germany and Italy through Sloventa., Cairc headquarters
wes at all times satisfted with the effort being carried out, and
sent a mmber of congratulatory messages, their thanks, and thelir
promiges, stating that their work was of tncreasing value for
Allisd Headquarters and the heevuy engaged Allisd treops.
practical help in the form of weapons, food, oqnipmm ’. or hmds
received,

NOVAK*s  cooperation along theae 1l4ines Iaated um;il mid-Sept ember

-1943, when the combined action of the Cermans, Italians, and.

Partisans destyeyed his units and compelled him to lemve Slovenia,
in oxder to awvoid arrast.e

As previcously mentioned, the radio stations \mder WOVAR s protection
were at all times at the exclusive disposition of Cairo Allied Head-
quarters where all NOVAK's dealings were through lajor MILLER; in
Cairo, Professor RUDOIF acted as translator., ' "ith the permission of
Cairo, the latter maintained comminications with the Clerical Party's

- repx-esemative in tovenia Dr. Mlos STARE; Dr, KREX used the same

unkmmlondonviacum,ormecthr, uﬁnghbamq’eciald.pher
NOVAK was never infhimed of the comtents of msasages hétween KREK

amd STARE, In his dealings vdthcairo,NOVAKﬁ.rstmedhiaown
nane, ]aterthoeodpmml‘.‘fajorw.. _

Acem-ding to inst.mct.iom m Catro, B.I.S. rewesmtabive :I.n
Ljubljana, m,wémedthom(ﬂ.omtiom, aulallmoeedural
mtters were sctiled botwesn him and BOVAK. ARNTIC?s mesaages were
signed "BBZ" and messages to him were marked "for BBZ". This ar-.
rangement worked to éveryone's satisfaction, dut in ]ate Septamber
1943 ANTIC, too, was oompellod to ieave Idubl:am..

Reception of the air Dperatiom m Cairo, which coincided with the
first Allied air raid in Slovenis, gave rise to varying reactions
from NOVAK's own feeling of great responsibility, through the en~

- thusiasm and acecompanying indiscretions of his soldiers, the fears

and Joys of the true friends of the MIHAILOVIC organigation, the
envy and intrigues of those who should have been its rrlends, to the

- ‘open tréason of its enemies and the Commnists,

As soon as radio liaison had been estab].‘l.ahed with Cairo and the
first mossages had Been drawn up for transmission, and after having
built the fourdations of an I.S, to act on Cairo!s behalf, it becams
necessary to find a means of withdrawing Italian attention from the
radio stations, To this end NOVAK personally led his unit in a ra:ld
on the Novo lMesto area,. He hoped that news of his unit's coopera-
tion with Cairo would persuade a conaiderable part of the Village
Guards Lo ceass their Italian collaboration and to come over to the
MTHATLOVIC organization. If this hope had been realipged, it vould
not only have made protection of the Allied radio atations eanier,
but would have made possible more effective resistance to the oc-
casional Communist attacks, and would have psmmitted a larger scale
of aggressive action against the occupying forces. Once again, how~

~ever, NOVAK was unsuccesaful in reelising this project: Some of the.

Village Guards displayed a benevolent attitude, others indifference,
and still others open hostility, They had already been warned
agalnst Joining the MIHATIOVIC organization, and had developed a

sort of immmity to tho temptation. The cammanding officer of the

Village Guards of Sticna, who with a pair of his soldiers had secretly

. alded NOVAK's unit in avoiding Italian positions while crossing the

Ljubl jana-Novo Megto ra.ilway, a.n:! vho had promised to join NOVAK!s
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unit shortly, was soon dencunced along with his soldiere and im-
prisoned and mltreated by the Italians, ‘ o

During the course of its incursion into the Novo lfesto area, NOVAK's
unit was observed by the Italian airforce and near Vodice it was
heavily shelled by Italian artillery. From an unkaown source, the
Italians had learned of the unit's presence in the Zaplaz mountain
region, where it celebrated the 27th of larch, anmiversary of the
date whon the Royal Jugoslav Army demounced the shameful Axis pact,
overthrew the Govermment, and brought young King PETER II to the
throns. On this occasion, a service wes held in the famous Church
of the Pllgrims followed by a small propaganda. mecting., From the
Umit's presence there, the Italians concluded that the radio sta-

_tions must be nearby, and heavily bombed the area, damaging the

church; from a docament later taken from the ftalian I,S. office in
Ljubljana, NOVAK lsarmed of Italian suspicion as to the vhereabouts
of his radio stations, At about this time, tco, it was learned that

- the Ttalians bad discovered the contemts of one of the radio messages,

" either by deoipharing it or some other means, It was thms that NOVAK

79. _ .
- Partisans, but fortunately did not suffer emy casualties,

83,

changed his name to BOR and revised his radis proeedure.
During the vourse of its raid, the Unit was also attacked by the

In general, the local populations received the Unit warmly when they
learned that thay were in no danger, that it took only such supplies
as were offered volmtarily, that it paid for everything reguested,
that it aided the victims of Italian and Coommist tertor, and that
it tried to appear and disappeasr secretly in oxder to avoid provok-
ing reprisals, ' :

These very factord, however, maried the beginning of a full secale
propaganda campadgn, both public and covert against the MIFAILOVIC
organization, not only by the Communists but by those who should
have been its friends as well as by its political opponents, = Initial
localized alarm at-the Unit'e success among the population, among
the Village Guatrds, and even among the non-Communiet meabers of the
Partisan units, scon spreed to the entire Clerical Party., Officlal
Clerical leaders continued to maintain a eool, though mot yet hostils,
attitude towards the organizatisn,and tried to limit its mumber to
about 30 fighting men on the pretext that a greater strength might
endanger the Village Guards, , S _ ,

General MIHATIOVIC, on the other hand, insisted on a rapid and un-
limited development. of NOVAK's Unit in order to be able to fight the
enemy without fear of attack from the rear by the Commmmists, The
arrival of volunteers into the Unit was constant though slow. It
was joined by a csrtailn mmber of Nationalists, who deserted from
Partisan units in the German-occupled and Venezia Giulia areas, '
Some 30 officers roturning from imtermment in Italy immediately '
obeyed NOVAK's order to escape from lLjubljana and to join the Unit.
Thus, 2 force of over 100 men was soon gathered, although it was
hoped greatly to increase this strength, Enlargement of the Unit,
however, was hampered by the constant fear that acceptance of too
great a‘ﬁc;blmer of ex-Partisans might lead to its becoming a Com-

For this reason NOVAK further attempted to separate the Village
Cuards from the Ttalians, this time in the Rovte area, where they
were commanded by Captain VOSNER, and in the Krim area where they
were commanded by Sgt. HUDNIK; both VOSNER and HUDNIK had already
rendered valuable service in providing armament, food, courier serv-
ice, and in affording sanctuary. VOSHER, a member of the "SUKOL
Legion", and HUDNIK, a member of the "Slovenian Legion", were both

‘considered highly reliable elements. Negotiations with them were

carried out in the presence of Dr, SMAJD and Dr, JANEZ, both repre-
sentatives of the Slovenian Legion at NOVAK's headquarr:ers;. anipin
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the presence of Liborsl Party maber Rudolf ZITHNIK; at this meet~
ing procedure was established and the time element for preparation -
and execution of NOVAK!s plan was fixed, A few days later, however,
MOVAK was informed that “someonef had :lnfomd the Ita].ians of the
intentions of VOSNER and HUDNIX, ‘The former, belng under close sur-
velllance by both Ttalians and the ¥illage Guards, ‘therefore delsyed

‘action until the situation should be more favorable; the latter

fhtlyreﬁnedtoproeeedwmbherinthephn.

Having heard of the Bnit's prescace in his area, t.he nali.an Comn:ln‘
of logatec decided to wipe it out and to capturc the radio stations,

'and compelled Captain VOSNER and bis Village Cuards to psrticipate

in the operation., VOSHER gave NOVAK advanced warning of the Italian
plsn, and his men ssbotaged the action of Itallan trogpe; it was thus
possible to save the radio stations and avoid being placed in too
difficult a situation, Nevertheless, NOVAK blamed VOSTER for the
part.id.pation of his anti~-Commmnist troops in the Italian hunt
against the MIHATIOVIC wnit. Invited by NOVAK to- join his unit with
those of his soldiers whom he considered relimble, on the following
night VOSNER sent messengers to all hs units with the arder that
the best mon with thelr arms should came over to NOVAK. VOSHER's
adthority, however, was already undermined to such an extemt that
his subordinate commanders refused to obey and foroed. all thelr
saldiers to remain with the Village Guards by threateming reprisals
against their families should thay desert. In tha face of this
latest fallure, NOVAE reproached the Village Guards for their sar-
vility towards the onemy; in reply he was told that "The Supreme
Political Cowncil (§) prohibited any contact between the vﬂJage
Guards and the chetm.ka of General MIATLONIC."

Slovenian legion representatives- SYAJD, mmmx, and mnovm all
attached to NOVAK®s headquarters, persimlly intervensd with the
Village Cuards against the MINATIOVIC organization and against NOVAK
himself, Considering their activities of a treasonsbhle nature, -

.NOVAK, tnforming the Sloveniah Legion of his reasons, foreed all

three of them to leave hia headqwt.ars, and. mquasr.ed new repre-
Sentativea. '

The. mvemmmmmbybremng of:anrelazions with
'NOVAX's headquarters, In addition, lLeglon leaders launched an anti-

MITATIOVIC propaganda campaign, through the Villags Guards, forbade
the population to sell food to ROVAK's soldiers, secretly encouraged
some of his officers and men to desert the Unit and Soin the Village
Guards or to go home, organised a eabotage effort to prevent further
recruiting, orgenised a system to intercept cscapees from German:
territory and forced them to ember the Village Guards, threatened

.. NOVAK's unit with attack by Village Guards, attempted to steal radio

sets .and equipment, attempted to d.tssuado NWAK's w/t operators from

serving further; ete.

From that time on, General MIHATIOVIC's Slowenian organimtion 88~
pecially its combat units, was completely surrounded by its German,
Ttalian, Partlsan, and Village Guard enemies, a situation vhich - .
lasted inmoreorless acute form until theveryerﬂ. :

Inanawurtobia protest, to the S, 2. regmﬁrgthebelmioram
attitude of the Slovenlan Legion, NOVAK was ¢harged wdth full re-
sponsibility for the situation tur the Clerical Party which supported
the course of Dr. SMAJD and his cirele. Liberel and Socialist repre-
sentatives who attempted to reconcile differences betwean NOVAK and

" the Clericals alweys ended by ylelding to pressure from the latter.

In order to impress upon NOVAK the inadvisebility of his further .
developing combat units, the S.2. even went s far as to cease pro-
viding his organization with funds; this stand was carried to the
point of failing to turn over funds received from the Government

abroad for the very purpose of organizing the Army under Lm!AIIDVId A
This fact was kept from NOVAK at that pariod. ,
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-Inroming General MINATLOVIC of the entire umatiafactoiy s:ttua;—

tion, NOVAK tendered his resignation and proposed that anctheyr
representative be sent to Sloventia with precise instructions as to
how to deal with the politicians, MIHAILWIC refused to aecept
NOVAK*s resignation, and ordered him to ¢arry on with the organiza-
tion of c]andestim units and collaboration with the politicians,

with no other choice but obedienes, NOVAK was able to malntain his

organization with funds provided from MIHAILOVIC's sources in
Svitzerland, to resist 8,2, pressure, and to fight sabotage in-
trigue, and tmeheryo :

_ BOVAK re-statfedhiaheadmmtmwithmotﬁcmmhadbem

released from Itallan concemtration camps following Bishop ROZMAN's
charitable irtervention on behalf of the internees, Fearing that -
NOUAK's activities might again bring them to the concentration canps,
.these officers unfortunataly soon fell under the influence of the
politicians unfavorable to the MIFAIIOVIC organization; thess

 politicians even tried to draw these officers fmto the Village Guards

3.

- o

95.

by misusing the names of MIHATIOVIC and HOVAK, MNAK's influence
with the officers was very limited by reasom of the fact that he was
forced to live underground, was constantly pursued by the enemy,
could not mave about in public, and was umable to meet. with them

for full discussion to counterbalance the destructive action of the
politicians, Once agaln Lt. Col; PETBRLIN acted as t.he technieal
executor of thig policy of obstructionism,

" Thus, it was that reliable eo1laborators both within ard without

his headquarters became fewer and fewer, Being able to trust so
few persons, NOVAK was forced personally to supsrvise and carry out
almost all political and organigational wotk, px'opagmda, 1.5,
activities, and operational matters.

- In June 1943, the Ttalians started a new a.t.tack aga.i.nst LEEAIIDVIC

units in Sloveriia; in this operatfon NOVAK lbst one officer killed,
Lt. LAVRIC, and others had to be diemissed o» semt to hospitals
because of physical exhaustion and illness., The situation in his
old area beeoming too preearious, with two units NOVAK set out on a
raid in the Venezia Giulia and Germen-occupied areas, then trans-
ferred the bulk of his affectives to the Krim mountain area. There

. the unit was subjected to Italian air attack, and t¢ ambushes by

the Partiasans against individual soldiers. Although these unpro-
woked individual attacks wounded a number of chebniks, NOVAK re-
frained from reprisals.

About mid=July 1943, NOVAK sent his unit in maroh towards the l\bvo
Mesto area where a new unit composed of about 100 "SOKOLS" and

‘Village Guard deserters was belng organized. At Ilowva Gora, the

detachmert was shelled by Italian artillery, and some days lster it

spert two days in crossing the Italian defemded ruilmuy near Sticna.
- At Otoesc, near lovo lesto, both detachments were united, and the

unit now disposed of 200 effectivea. - 4 end]y repelled a Communist

. attack them, ard lost only one man wm.mded

In the meantims, on the 25th of July 191.3, the historlc event of
Fasciasm'’s fall from power took place. It was clear that this event
portended Italy's gradual break from Germany, progressive German
penctration in Italy, and final ocoupation.of the greater part of
Italian territory. This outcome had been predicted by NOVAK in his
1942 pamphlet "Liberty or Death", which stated that ItaJy would in
any case finiah- the war on the Allied side,

On the 26th of July,.the S. Z. surmoned a conference which was attended
by important politicians and military representatives in addition

to its regular membershipa After lengthy discussion, it was decided
that Colonel KLINAR be sent to inform Italian Cormander-in-Chief in
Slovenia General GAMBARA that the new situation in Italy would force -
Slovenian political leaders to act in the future without any regard
vmateoever for Ttalian authorities (1) » keeping in mind only the
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 interests of the Slavenisn peopls, With reference to military

measures, NOVAK emphatically pointed out that the time had coms
for the Village Guards to bresk with the Italisns if it were wished

that they mot fall under Gemman authority in the future, He re—
'quested that at:least half af the Village Guards, some 5000 -

10,000 soldiers, should desert the Italians and joiln Royal Jugoslav

- troops under his command, in order that they might disarm the .

Fascista and Fipght the Cermans if they tried to oceupy Slovenia,
and to resist the Cormmnists if necessary, and to cooperate with
the Allies against the Cerman enemy. After long negotiation,
NOVAK!s request mas accepted, but as a result of the persomal in-
tervention of Clerical leader AVSENEX (now in Rome), the mmber was
eut down to only 25 perdent of Village Guard effectivos, that is,
about 2500 memn, NOVAE was forced to agree that It. Col, FETERLIN
be appoimted Commander-in-Chief of all Village Guards in oxrder to
carry out. their union with the Royal Jugoslav Army in an orderly
manner; PETERLIN was glven necessary infarmtion concerning the

- movements of NOVAK's units,

At a subsequent meoting on the evening of the same day, tempers
bad alrsady oonsiderebly cooled and courage had disappeared,
Colonel KLINAR did mot, after all, contact General GAMBARA and
possible "violent Italian reaction® against the politicians was
avoided; again it was considered expediemt to treat the Itallans

who were not yet weak omough and "still dangerous® with all due re-

gard. NOVAK wms not particularly concerned with these politicial

aspeets, bub to his conxidersble amazemernt, Clarieal represertative

Dr. STARE declared thal no definite steps had been taken that morn-
ing in comnection with the Village Guards, and astatod that further
negdt iations must teke place. After further discussion, then, it
was £inally concluded "definitely" that 25 percent of the Village
Guards should immediately desert the Italians and join NOVAK's
units; should Geman imbervention take place, the V1lllage Guards
should come over to NOWAK in their embtirety. This agreement was.
reachied, howover, only on the condition that a military council

made up of Colonals VAURNIK, PREZELJ and PETERLIN, and of NOVAK be
. 8set up as the instrument of the S.2, for military matters; wder ‘

the orders of Cenorsl MIFAILOVIC through NOVAK were to be left only
the operational units, : ' ' '

NOVAK acoepted these humiliating conditions which represented com-

plete disruption of the S.Z.'s military program, and an unwarramted:

interference in the structure of the Royal Jugoslav Army. NOVAK
hoped still te be able to fulfill his Royal Jugpslav Army commit-
ment to MIHAYLOVIC. FPETERLIN was then authorized to issue neces—

- sary orders to the Village Guarde,

NOVAK then hurried to the Novo Mesto area to reorganm his unit
there in preparation for a big influx of Village Guards. Here,
however, a now blow amaited him: Instead of boing ordered to join

‘the Royal Jugoslav Army, the Village Guards received from PETERLIN

{ha written oxder not to-do #v, by inforifing them that they had be-
come the "Slovenian Amy" under Commander-in-Chief FETERLYI, who
had been appointed by the S.Z. and the military council,

. Sad and dtailludtoned following such incredible deception and
- treachery, NOVAK returned to Ljubljana and requasted a new meeting

of the S.Z, to be attended by the military council.

prudently did not appear. At the meeting NOVAK exhibited a copy

- of PETERLIN'a order to the Village Guards, and Clerical. represents-

tive KRANJC (now in Rome) expressed a faworable opimion in its re-

‘gard. This statement, however, was too much gven for the docile

Liberal politicians and the mesbers of the military council, and
an open break in the S,Z. appeared imminemt. The more moderate
members of the S.Z. again attempted to reconcile NOVAK's policy |
with the Clerieal visw, but their efforts only loed to postponemert.
The folloving day PETERLIN confessed that he had issued the order
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Thib vas the thuwa and deﬁ.nite blunder in the S.Z.'s mﬂitary
policy, a. bluridey which soon led to the catastrophe of the ¥illage

' Guards, 'and stil} Jater to the tragedy of the Slovenian DOIMHS

101,

103,

104,

106,

a consequence of t.he ﬁ.rsb eatastrophoo-

Vith the Guppert of some medbers of the military council, NOVAK
again attempted to permde the Clerical politicians of the =

validity of his viewd, He was first promised 1000 men, a figure
subsequently cut to 2.00, tat it was demanded that he pay over
500,000 lire for their equipment, NOVAK made tho requested . |
ment; but not aw.nglechricalfollowermaenbimohiemdts,
Comndering its continued existence without polnt, as-its

proposal was refused, of, if accepted, not maintained, the tary
counoﬂ with the e:mephion o»f PEI’EIIN resi@ed

Torse stm CIerioaI leadera not only. failed to mint.ain their
Royal. Jugoalav Ay obliga.tiom but even started to-orfanize a .
Sloverian (not Jugoslat 3} Chetmik unit of thefr own consiating of
some 30 men under thé command of Dr, JAN; thiamitattmpbedto
parsuade NOVAK's soldiers to desert to it. After the wir, Dr. JAN,
who had been captured by the Partisans, was put on trial in
Ljubljam for having organimed MINATLOVIC Chetniks and Lor having ,
combitted a serfes of crimee in MIMATIOVIC's neme, NOVAK, admitting
that he kndws nothing of the activities of Dr. JAN and hia men,
forcefully affirms that JAN was never.a commander of a Rayal Jugo-
alav unit, and that neither he nor his men belonged. to the MIHATLOVIC
organization, This, however, is represertative of the general Com-
mmnist attitude vhich lays to MIHATLOVIC and his organization all
crimgs commtted by others; it is alao typical of the attitude of
various traitors and mhungc who made umawthorized use of
MTHATLOVIC'S name during the war, and who are now trying to excul-
pate themselves on the grounds of pretended a.ttmat.inn ‘with
MEHATLOVIC ard his arganization. :

Clerical reluctance to order. the Village Guards into the Royal
Jugoslav Army can be attributed to their Separatist tendencies and
to their fear that tha Guards might have been disarmed by the

- ITtalians, a step which would have deprived the Party of the armed

forces required for 1mposition of their poli(d.ea in the future,

The c1erj.ca1 Partyts sepmtisb tendencies were claarly demonstrat ed
by their charges of pan~Serbianism levelled against Gensral -
MIHATIOVIC and NOVAK; this lime, strengely enough, was the one also
followed by the Communists, Still greater evidence of thelr separa-
tist tendencies appeared in 1945 at the time of the Cerman collapse

when, together with losasr politicians, moat of .them sollaborationists,

the Clericals proclaimed the State of Sluvenia the Slovenian Govern—
ment, and the Slovenian Army, all independeuﬂs of Gemeral MIHAILOVIC.

As concemed suemission to the Italians, the clerlcala were com—
pletely influenced by Colonel Vladimir VAUHNJK who, subsequent to
the Italo-German meeting at Tarvisio » predicted t.hat the Italians
would persevere in maintenance of their alliance with the Germans.
This prediction vas sufﬁ.ciem to dispel the vestigial sourage of the

Clerical politicians who, after apparently getting some glimpse of
light on the day of MSSOI.mI's fa.ll ~'soon returned to their -normal
state of passiwe t:lnﬂ.dity. .

It was quite apmrent that the situation in Italy zmd in her a.rmy

was undergoing a great chamge. The Italians® former energy in perse-
cuting both the Partisans and the Chetniks gradually. waned, ggeir '

artillery was placed on the German fronmtier and provided with radio

equ:.pped observation poinba. They provided the Partisans with.
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" aymament -and food, They attempted to establish comtacts with

both Partisan and Chetnik leaders, -In the face of tids situation,

" a German division took over protection of the Ljubljana~Trisste

107,

108,

1,

railway, despite the fact that there were Itallan garrisons alorg

its entire length. In Ljwljsna the Gestapo openly installed it-

self as an agency to observe the Italfan authoritiecs. The altua-

tionbeeamsaotensethatmslightestinddentwmmvehdto
open clash between German and Italian troops,

In tho event of a deﬁ.nite break batween tho Italians and tho
Germana, it was legitimate to assume, Slovenia would have been oc-
cupied Ly the Germans, and the following questions arose: That
would be the attituds of the Itzllan troops when the Germans began
to disarm them? That would be the attitude of the Partlsans and the
Vhite V e Cuards? Should the Slovenians eontirme to fight amorg
thexselves ead of Joluning forces in an attack against the still
relatively amll Geyman forces dispersed over a large area and di-
vided into isolated groupe along the Ljubljana~Trisste 1ine? Would
it -be possible to cut Cerman lines of canmmication? fTould it be
possible for NOVAK'e small wnits to continue protecting the Allded
radio stations and to contime maintaining cammmnications with Cairo?
Would the Allies intervene in such a aifficult situation?

In the face of these difficult questions, ROVAK acted along the Ltma
of the following policies set down tw General zmmmmc:

a) Obtain adherence to the nmmnm:c orge.niwuon of the 10 to
12,000 Village Guards $n order to be able to protect the Allisd
radic stations and to contime eooperauon with Alnod Head-
qmrtera m M“c . C

b) Aveld all ynrieesssary .clasbes with the Partisans and oppose
the Gernam to the great.eat pooa:lble acbent.

e)- Ralatiom v&th the Itauant to be nalntaﬂ.ned on the baﬂ.a of
their owi Sbt.itmde and acordirg to lmtmctiom frem Cairo,

At that time it would. hmre been most. advantagooua both the
MIBATIQVIC organization amd to the Allies if the iat.ter had eent
into the important Slowvenian area with its amtﬂa-ltalian commnt
cation lines, a membér of the Cairo Hdadqnarhm with efough authority
to impaesa his. jnriad:lation over all parties, NOVAK's suggestion to
Cairo that such a ecurss womld cbtaln a meiimm reault in action
against the Germns, vas vithout success,

In the maant.ima NOVAK ho.d ddvided hia erfcctivea into four unita’

a)’ The "Delengaid . odred" in the Ribnica area, which grew to a
- strength of 200 men and was at.tanpung to establiah contact
with Chetniks in Croatia..

b) The "Gorenjaki ‘odred® whioh reached a sbrength of 50 men,
operated on the German frontier for the purpose of raiding

Germn territory and gathering Momtion as to German move-
ments and im:entionso » .

c) "Pr‘morski odmd" whioh aleb grow to a strength of .50 men,

- located in the Sv» Tri Kralja area and was assigned to malding
eperationg against the Corigia area and to obsorvation of the
Italiansy; in this area there was located a more or less inde-
pendent radio station belonging to the Cairo network.

d) "Ljubljanski odred", strength about 50 men, was located at St,
Paul near Ljubljam for the purpose of accep volunteers
from that city, and to protect the prinefpal o station

operating vith Cairo and with General HIHAIIDVIC
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' -twyatmckedthedmmatmkmthanibrdeam,m

115. -
.visited him in an attempt to persusde him of the hopeless aituation

117,

- posed of a well-organiz
- Allles, BJELAJAC had mone; and finally, unitod, the two forces would

'NOVAE also poirted out the posaibiiftiss of forcing the Village

s CRET_
{CONTHOL,)

All these groups mint.aimd radio 1faison amcmg themelvea and
with NOVAK's Ljubljana headquartersy NOVAK's headquarters was in
direct separete w/t commmimt.ton with VIBAIIOVIC!'s headquarters,

Under the d.rc\.mtancea, this was the most favorable disposition
of forces for the purpoaé of gathering information and maimtaining
radio commmications, It also served as insurance against being

' cammyovemmbyommorltalhnibmam,hsth&mt

least, it was the best disposition for reception and mobilisstion
of volunteers, The units' position, however, especially in ihe
Ribnica area, would have been precmions in case of a Partisan
attack in foree,.

The Commniats unfortunately decided to attack only while MWAK ‘s

units were still wesk and isolated, and to force Village Cuards

and Partisans to jJoin their own orgmizat.ion after dewtruction of
NOVAK*s forces, Considering the Chetniks as the only organiution
capahlé of offering competition in future political developmert,
the Partisans msodfigm.ingthenaumsandvmageenamm
concentrated solely an NOVAK's units, Towarde the end of August,

were repellesd with heavy losaes.

Finally convinted that further ‘nagotiation with the pom.idam
would be useleas, that the Village Guards had no interition of
jolning his forces, and that sudden dewelopmente might place his
small effectives in a desperste situation, NOVAK suggested to
MIHAIIOVIC that his Slovarian units be reinforesd with Chetniks
from thc Ilksa arca where all atrength was bedng waatetlinthense— ‘
less and never-anding Partisan-Chetntk warfare. MIHATLOVIC gave
hia approyel to the suggestion and ordered s, Ooiom].BJEIMAC to
aenda.bo SOOmenint.o&owdameSrpsketmm&. o

As BJELAJAC was reluctant. to carry ont hia orders imdiatdy, NOVAK

of s 2 to 3,000-n4n forece in the évent of Italian cepltulation.

NOVAK pointed the ddvantage of umiting the two forces: NOVAK'a

organi.zation had too maz‘g offfcers, BJELAJAC's too fews NOVAK dis-
radio net and é¢ommmicatiorswith the

greatly out-number the Part.iaam whose strengthinSlavenia was ‘
barely 2,000, uhereaa BJELAJAC's "troope in Liks were in the minority.

Guards to join such a united foive and of receiving nom-Communist
glements. who wished to desert the Partisans, In this mamer it
would be possible acon to reach a strength of about 15,000 men,
vihich could successfully resist the Germmns in the event of Italian

- capitulation, conld jesist the Commmnists if necessary, and ‘could

disarm all unite preten'lngtow”totheoemmtherthan‘

to fight them, ' Thus, it was pointed out, cooperation with the
A].liaeouldbecqﬁtimedmnmarcemnoemunn. )

Agreeing on principle, BJETAJAC ama reluctance mﬁ was tmeerr.ain

‘as to the possibilidty of imnediately earrying out the proposal; this

despite the faet that he, tao, had slso recelved an impression of -

- imminent Italian collapse, Por the time being he comsented to send

into Slovenia only a brigade of 300 volunteers to coms under NOVAK's

. personal command, Dm:tngthetm:bZordes, however, nsgotiations

bore no fruit. As NOVAK'a presence was urgently required in IJjubljana,
it was a%reed that the brigade would be under the command of Major
MAROVIC (who later died in Rome), and that his troops ehould join’
NOVAK's unite south of Kocevle. NOVAK furnished BJETAJAC with a

radio seét and the oparator HASL @ KORITNIK, in order to establish

- communications with the Ljubljana headquarters. In view of the

wrgency of the aituation, during his vieit to BJEIAJAC, NOVAK per-
susded his friend Captain KAPEI‘ANOVIC, commander of the Medak Chetnik
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Brlgada, to odama over to his faroes, should BJELAJAG eomime
1rreao1ut.e‘, _

Returning, to Ljubljama, NWAK learned that the Germans had heebed

the radio stationa in the village of St. Paml. A German police -

unit reinforeced by sn Ttalian battalion undertook a surprise

attack against the Ijubljana detachment, NOVAK's wnit was forced
to vithdraw but mapaged-to save the radio sets; the Germns captured
Captain HAHBIC, however, as well as all food e.nd equipment .

After this. unrort.unate Saptember 1943 epiaode, NOVAR mmged to
pre~gstablish cortact with the Unit, and radio commurdcations with

- Cairo and General L‘IIIAIIOVIG were soon functioning efficiently again.

On 6 Sephember 191.3 xxmm visited his two units, the "Primorski"
and "Gorenjski" Detachmemts, in the Sv, T¥i Kraljs area, and fo-
structed them to withdraw into Vehezla Glulis, taking with them if
‘posgible the Village Guerde, in the event of Geman peratration

. into Ttalian-oceupled territory; the units were also ordered to
mobilige volinteers in Venszia Giulis and to disarm all Ttalians who

did not desire %o resist the Cermans. The rudio operator VENZEL-
ADAHM was given the order to act independertly in meintalming com~
munication with Catro in the event he should bs cut off from the
rest of h:la unit.

MmonashehadbminfomdbyBJEIMACthatagmqpotBOO '
Chetniks wore enroute from Srpske lbravice to tho Kocev)e area,
NOVAKorderedhismﬂtatOrhnaktomoeedtotheﬂnageot
Grearice in order %o esteblish contaoct with the Chetmiks coming

- from Croatia, Rmmwa mbmiontounitebathdqtachmms

trito one unit to operate in the region south of Koeavjo which had
bécome 3 re-manshdsnd subaequenb %o Ttalian wdthdrawal. It alzo was
planned * $o eshahush there an indepeulcnb epera.timl area for
the reteption of further reinforcements from ik ami of air-drops
of personnel and materiel from Cairo, Froa thifs base etfect.iva
Operat:lons agﬂm‘t the Cemans con‘_l.d be mmm'.ed. :

-._:On?and Bl‘bvexnber, rad.‘.o messageafmcrcaneoamnmced thst

NOVAK'e unit theve wae tnder strong Partlsan attack. On 8 September
a radio megeage from the Chethik group at Srpdke lbgevios ammounced

. that it wz8 enroute to Kocevje and that it had already established

radio éommmication with the Crearice unit. Thus, it was expected

that the two units would Join forces the following day, despite the

Partisan attack against Grearice. “Then, much to everyons's surprise,
the Italisn armistice was announced on the night of 80 September
19&.3, the Chetnik unit which was already nearing Grearice, instead
of proc¢eeding with all emergy tomards Kocevie in oxder to talke over
all Italian Army equipment and to:join afterwards the umit at
Grearice, exploiting the confusion’of the armistice period, re-
turned 1o Srpske. toravice, The Partisans, on the other hand, took

© full. advantage aof the sit.uation, disarmed thé Italian garrison, ard,
‘reinforced by an XMalisn Artillery group and Italian officers, re~
~turned to Grearice to contime the fight against NOVAKSs unit. there,
For the Communiste, the project. of destroying the ITHAITOVIC units -

recelved full prioﬁty; Italiano, Gemmans, and Village Guards were

: of aeeondary impox't.ame

Tha ‘fate af the 200 chatmks at. Grcarioe was sealed. . Snnmmdod by
A to 4000 Partisans reinforced with heavy Italian art.illery that
set the village in flames, its eommander BORUT fatally wounﬂed, its
best officers and men kﬂled without water and ammmition, its
radio commnications with NWAK'& headquarters éut, the Unit con-
timued fighting desperately for two more days., Finally the remain-
ing members of the Unit aecepted the Partisan offer to cease action
urder the condition that they be permitted to withdraw with their
weapons towards Trieste vhere Allied troops were reported to have

2
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landed, Vhen firing ceased, the Partisans rushed inte undefended
Chetnik positions dimarming and capturing the soldiers. !mjor
BORUT, still alive, committed suicide. After some weskw, all the
Chetiiks were killed, the wounded having beecn slaughtered in their
beds,; Only a group of 10 men escaped after having killsd their -
guards. To satisfy the requirememts of thair propaganda, the Com-
muniets even put a mumber of Chetnik officers and soldiers on trial
(the "Kocevie® trial) and condemned them to death together with a

" munber of Quislings and even the murderer of ROVAK's late deputy

Captain IESSAK. |

Some days later, NOVAK's Ljubljana widt, which had unsuecessfully
attempted to break tlough the Partiesan lines toward Grearice, with-
drow {0 Zapotok. From here the last radio messages were sent to-
Calro Uy ¥/T operator TCHNY~- BIAZ, and to General MIHAILOVIC's
headquartera by 1J/T operator BRICELJ. Attacked by overwhelming
Partisan forces supported by Italian infantry and armored cars, the:

- udt was forced to withdraw tamards Ljubljana after having suffered

heavy casualtles, and most of the tivope were captured by the

- Germans. Some of the troops, especially the wounded, imto the

hands of the Partisans and were immediately massmered, The chief
qperatar of the station in commmnication with Caire was captured
and shot by the Pirtisana, W/T operator BRICELY on tho other hand,

was able to escape, but lost his radlo set. '

Of NOVAK's forces thers thus remained anly the "Primoreki® and
"Gorenjskl® detachments on the Italo-German frentier where thes

first and, up to that timd, only fighting against the Germans took

place, "hile all Italian, Partisan, and Village Guard foreces were
engaged in Fighting emong themselves or in surrendering to the
Germans, thé "Gorenjski" unit was ordered to resist the Germanss

1t was, of course, greatly outnumbered and was forced socon to with-
drew, Subsequent Partissn attacks against the Gemans, after they

- had destroyed NOVAK's smell units and Village Guard forces, came too

late as the entmy had in the meantime occupled and consolidated
strategic positions. They were able easily to repel = the Partisans,
and they established the ‘misling regime of General RUPNIK and his
Domobrans. » .

‘Seeing that contimed existence of his units under suchi circumstarnces
could only cause unnecessary bloodshed and sacrifice withowt ‘serving
the Allted causs, NOVAK deactivated the remmants of his forces and
organisation, and diamissed all their members., Infoming Ceneral

'MIHATIOVIC of the reasons for his decislon, HOVAK again recommended

that another Slovenian deputy, capeble of arriving at a modus vivendi
with the Clerieal leaders, be appointed. . I

It now became imperative that NOVAK himself move owt of the area in

order t¢ avoid the Germamns who were activ searching for th
had already requisitioned the homs of m-,egxsrw where M:!Kmm v
hiding, and had looted it completaly, ' NOVAK managed to eseape at
the last moment but his deputy Colonel PRRSELS and, a few days later,
his radio operator Engincer STEMBOV were arrested. BOV's arrest
cut off NOVAK's remaining radio link with MIMATLONIC.

In this situation NOVAK decided to.flee Trieste and procsed to Roms,
taking along with hin W/T operator BRICELJ, although the latter had
alcigag 1;::mo under the influenee of elements unfavorable to NOWAK's
activw s ~ . ' o :

NOVAK appoiuted Colenel KLINAR his deputy in' Ljubliana for the pur-

posq of taldug care of his ex-soldiers and fallen comrades, provid-

-ing him with funds necessary for the purpose. KLINAR, aided by Dr,

KROSELJ, was ordered to keep abreast of develo nents in Slovenia, to
sttempt to establish eammmications with IILOVIC, and to maintain
contact with NOVAK by courier and, if possible, by redio. ELINAR
was further instructed to contimme V/T activities through VENZEL-
ADAM, the remaining Cairo V/T operator who was in the Sv. Tri Kral

~_area, For this purpose, NOVAK furnished KLINAR with a radio set
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which was lates seived by the Quislinga and with /T operator
NAPAS'I', later kil‘led by the Conmmists., :

This was the end of IIOVAK'B aet.iﬂty in Slovenia, On’ 26 September

'19153 ,.travelling on false documenite identifying him as Gréat d.ti-

zen Ivan JARDAS, he left for Trisst.eo -

On 12 Oct,cber 191;3 he arrived 1n Rome where he intended to,, emain
wntil the city's liberation, or ‘untdl the first opportunity of
cragsing the German lines into Allied territory. -A few days hter,
V/T operator BRICELJ: arrived. It was NOVAK®s intention to- éstab~
1ish and meintain a radio liaison with Slovemia and with General
UTHATIOVIC, .to "inform MIHMATIOVIC of the Slovenian developmsitts
vhich had forced him to come to Rome, to Join the Allies and to re-
port ta their Cairo headquarters, and to place himself at the dis-
posrtlon of his govenmwnh a.nd army for r\n'bher orders. ,. S

In Rome, NOVAK eontacbed and ma:lﬂtained relati.ons vdth the Jugoslav
séation to the Yoly See (Monsignor MISCATELLO, Counselgr CUKIC,
AR ‘and KOTNIK), with ufond.gnor H\igh O'FIAI{ERIY axﬂ with Bri.tish
jor MANDERS, an exwprisoner of war, furnishing t.han infomtion
ébd:i the aituat:ibn in Slovenia for their mapeoti#e gavermmtsa

A radio receiver tﬁa mIGEI.J comtmcted a tmnunitter,
and in November 1943 liaiaon was established with General
MIHATIOVIC. A dettain amount of equipment for the tranimitter was

“abtainied from Tyaliah Colondl PAXMIERI, a member of the Rume under-

ground.  Probably betauss of technteal shortcomings of eqdiplmnt in
Slovenia, it was impossible to édtallish radio comtact with Ljubljana;
thns, 1t was neeessary to rely: ozi becasional couriers. L

From Romé NOVAK again fomrded furds to Ljubljana for the families
of his fallan soldierd, and forwarded the information that in Rome
'it was possible to shelter and maintain such officers and soldiers
in Slovenia as 'werg in danger of arrest by the Germans . or fon*i.ble
mobilization into Quialing General RUPNIK?s Domsbran army, - ‘Thus,
there arrived in Rbme the officérs Major DRZAN, the COTIC m1mm,
mmomn and PAVLIC, and the soldiere VRTOVEC, KEITE, CERNE, and
KREX, They hied o special mfssion in Reme, it were ohly to remain
in hiding._ ‘The ‘entite group was provided with fdlse identity docu-
ments obtained by purchase, At this time NOVAK went under the alias
'Prof. Bruno ARCADI, and Irs, KRISTOF was kmwn as Lrs. Giovarm
MARCONI.

Among the Slovenian po]iticiam who arrived in Rome during this
perdiod were the Clericals AVSENEK, GODINA, ZEBOT, and KRALJ, and
the Liberals BREZIGAR, MACUS, - ZITNIK, and URSIC; as Rome's libera-
.tion did not appear mnent, the two latter returned to Slowemia
while the othera rémained. Of this group, NOVAK*e main eont.act was

" with Dr. BREZIGAR.. lis only contact with the Clericels was on one

136.

occasion when Dr, KRAIJ insisted upon a meeting at vhich heé requested
NOVAK to furnish a declaration for the Allies concerning events in
Slovenia identical to one being prepared by the other politicians,
Feeling that he muld perjure hinself by doing so, NOVAK refused.

At last there arrived in Rome the S].avenian "enfant, terrible” VOjvoda
Dobrogzav JEVIVEVIC, an intelligent man, fluent in several languages »
il.k orator with a strong mass appeal, a politician with chameleon-

e ability to change color, even during the war a pleasure and
money sceker, highly ambitim, and extremely garrulous. In Herze-
govina, he had aroused the Serbian people to resistance againsb the

Croatian Ustascha; with both overt and seeret Italian support

had organized his own Chetnik groups to fight the Croats ard the

Commurdsts, he had arranged “accommodations" with the Italian authori-

ties, had carried on a mumber of double games, and had also managed
to furnish eonaiderable useful information to the Allies. He later
established relations with General MIHATLOVIC to whose organization
he rendered a mmber of valuable service, but still more disserviceso
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General W}XAII.DVIC eould never completely count upon JEVDIEVIC
upon whom he had no power to impose his personality or his pointe
of view, Thus, JENDJEVIC carried on using and mle-using General
MIHATLOVIC's name as-he saw fit. MIMATLOVIC never agreed with
the. activities carried on by JEVDJEVIC, usually did not sven know
in what suth activitice consisted, - JEVDVEVIC often sert false in-
formation to MIHATLOVIC in the hape of obtaining the latter's
benevolénce and stamp of legitimacy. Although he professed special
talents In the field of I.Se activities, JEVDJEVIC vas incapable of
distinguishing between impartant facts and trivias, and was completely
lacking in the "conditio sine qua non® of this dalicate field,
ability to maintain sscurity, Although he did fwnish a certain
amourt of useful information along with a mass of useless detalls,
JEVDJEVIC publicly boa#sted that he was Yan English spy" and that ke

 wes in radio contact with General MIHAXIOVIC, By the summer of 1944,
JEVDJEVIC hod gone so far in his childish and dangerous boasting
. that General MIBAILOVIC was forced publicly to disavow any comec~
‘tion with him. In spite of the dubious aspects of his activities, -
JEVDJEVIC was not actuwlly pro-Cerman or pro-Italian and be did not

. wish to.bring any ham to the NMIHATIOVIC orgenimation; pursuing his
own political and personal aims, however, JEVDJEVIC was not greatly
bothered by tactleal questions and stooped to the basest ways and
means of attaining his anda, exalting his ozn beloved person as much
as possible, and surrounding h:lmself by worthless, well-paid, but
obed:.ent. people.

137.. FOVAK's first ‘meating with JEVDJM was in Ljubljana, where the
latter had come on private btusiness in the suvmmer of 1943. FHe gave
NOVAK certain information concerning Chetniks in the Iika area, and
gave him two messages to be forwarded to Cemerel MIFAILOVIC. In one
message he reported that he could not attack the Italians as re<=
quested hy General MIHAILOVIC, as the IInd Italian Armmy Headquarters

had allegedly infoimod him that in the event of an armmistice the
‘Ttalians wished to timn all arms over to his Chatmiks. B!IRAIIOVIC,
expressing his lack of belief in JEVDJIEVIC's “diplomatic sisf)1I®,
replied that he did not want anything from the Italisns, and tbat.
the latter would do far better to nsgotiate vdth the Al.liesq
other message dealt vith JEVDJEVIC's proposal that he should ptoceed
- to Sultzerland as HIHAIL(N’IC'B political repremative and emissary

%o set up chamnels for. foruudi&g funds to the arganization.. This
ptoposal, too, was refused by MIHATIOVIC who consideied JEVOJEVIC!'s
qualifications: far short of those rogquired in the cass of suth a
delicate mission, "JEVDJEVIC, of course, spoke openly of these mes-
sages and within a few days their contents, along tdth a number of

other items of infomation, mre kmwn to the Ttallans ard the Com-

138, V’hen'JEVDJEVIC appe'arad ln Ilome ha was foreed, p:mbabﬂy for the
first time - and the last « during the war, to live urndergrouwn.
The ontire Axis press was full of hls recent activitiecs with the
Italians against German end Croatian interests. Therefore, when
JEVDJEVIC requested an appointment with NOVAK, the latter readily
agreed. On this occasion he gave the interesting news, to be for-
warded to MIHATLOVIC, that he was in contact with mnerous groups of
British and Jugoslav .ex=prisoners of war in Bologna, Padova, and -
Monte Grappaj these prieoners had escaped after the amisbioe and,
according to JEVDJEVIC's story, he was furnishing funds for their
maintenante. He aleo gave information on German AA defenses in

Bologna, and other military information. Natura:uy he requoated
WQC to fumish him monew :

139, ‘In reply;. MIHATIOVIC instmcted NOVAK to accept mesvxc'e ollab-
- oration in gathering information, to provide him with funds neces-
- sary for himself and his agents, to check the reliability of his

information, to intensify activities and gather the greatest
posaible amount of infomation on Gema.n movements in Italy,
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information which was of great value to the Allies to whom
MIHATIOVIC re-transmitted it. .

14,0. NOVAK's position was now one of considerable dinger, in view of
the possibility that German and Pascist CE agencies might locate
his tranapitter in Rome and arrest him on charges of espionage..

It should be kept in mind that even listening to Allled radio -
broadcasts was at that time punishable by semtences ranging up
to death in severity, Collaboration with the talkative and boast-
ful JEVDJEVIC immeasurably increased this danger.

141. In Rome, NOVAK learned to his considerable amazement that the
Jugoslav Covernment was sending large sums of monegy through its :
Tegation to the Holy See to the "Slovenska Zavesa' (Slovenian Union),
‘chiefly for organization and maintenance of Jugoslav armed forces.
Previoualy, NOVAK had not been informed of this arrangement for re-
ceiving funds from abroad; it was eyident that such information was
kept from NOVAX by the politicians in order to increase their con-
trol over him, He therefore indtiated the necessary steps to put
an end ta this method of transmitting funds, and to provide for a
direct payment to the MIHAILOVIC organization. After his arrest
by the Cermans, however, the original manner of payment centinued.

142, In November, accompanied by a number of his officers and soldiers,
NOVAK tried to erves the German lines south of Reome with the help
of lonsignor O'FLAHERTY. Upon reaching Fiuggl, however; the group
found that the fromt was stablliszed and closely guarded by the:
Germans, and was foreed to return to Rome. - _

143. In early December, NOVAK came down with a serious attack of pasu-
monla and was forced to stay in bed until the middle of Jammary
194, In this condition it was impossible for him to supervise the
activities of JEVDJEVIC, V/T operator BRICELJ, and the others, all
of whom soon came into contact with persons comtrary to the:
MIHATIOVIC organization and to NOVAK. BRICELJ especially was sub-
Jected to pressurs in an effort to persuade him to stop working for
NOVAK and to break off the contact with MIHATLOVIC. By the Clericals
in Rome as represernted by GODINA, by General RUPNIK's Domobran
circles, and by Dr. KROSELJI, BRICELJ was asked to come over to the
opposition and to return to Ljubljana. Slavko JURIC @ ZEIEN, an
ex~member, of the UTHATLOVIC organization, also Emo—{)'ersuade
BRICELJ to return, S ‘ -

k. This situation was especially critical, as the loss of BRICELY,
NOVAK's only remaining T/T operator, would force suspension of the
corntact with UIHATIOVIC, and would make impossible the project of
establishing dircct contact with Allied headquarters in Barl; this
latter project was planned in agreement with British Major MANDERS
and Monsignor O'FLAHERTY in order to speed up and increase efficiency

~of service. -'As BRICELJ had arranged technieal detalls of the serv~ -
ice with MANDERS, there was a possibility that the former might pos-
sibly misuse the future lirk with the Allies in Bari if he were not
under close supervision. HNOVAK therefore refused to confer further
with JURIC, and eut off his contagt with Dr. KROSELJ in Ljubljana
who ed not to be leyal.. '

U5, In order to malntain closer surveillance over BRICELJ's activities,
he and his radio set were installed in NOVAK's homs where his work

would be under the direet supervision of Mrs. KRISTOF., This course
greatly increased the personal danger of NOVAK who was 11l and bed-
ridden, BRICELJ, however, worked or not nmuch as he pleased, often
saying that it was impossible to make contact., From time to time,
however, considerable valuable information was sent to MIHATLOVIC
for transmission-to the Allies, ‘

’

146, Notwithstanding NOVAK'S considerable difficulties, his activities
were highly appreciated by MIHATIOVIC, who sent a -message disapprov-
ing NOVAK's intention of awaiting the Allied liberation in Rome, and
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orderingkumtowithdxm: gmdua‘l.lyta Sl.ovenia, remaining dehind
the Cerman lines, vhers he should organize a new I,S. against the
Germans on.a large aeauincrderto eonbimthamtkim;ermpbed

by the events of Septembar 1%3.

Thislateetorderfmedamidonofanpnvimpkns and
NWAKepeMthehsbdmufthomdlwmmt
samer in which the order should be carried out, att.anptixgto

.. foresee all possibdlities and probabilities in connection with future

: 1.8. activities which had nothing to do with his former operational
" - rale in Slovenia. Inthefutm! NOVAR felt, ho mat. att exclus-

w8,

g,

150,

lslq.

S, sither di.rect.ly or throngh
Geneml MIFATIOVIC.

"Well" states NOVAK, "I eould on'ly obey."

:I.velyinthei.uhmataottm

1943 military operatiom in Tanis and Sicﬂy clearly demonstrated
that even with Cerman support the Italisn Army was no longer capable
of resisting Allied pressure. Thile Ttalian forces in Tunmis still
showed some combative spirit, evemts on Pantelleria, lampeduse, and
Sicily bmghtabontamplshebreakdmmtommﬂmtmps

. but also in the highest command levels. The arrogant menner with

which the Germans treated their Itallan comradss, not excluding the
highest military leaders, was not at all conducive to maintenance
‘of the. loyalty of the If.al:lan authorities and populatian to the
‘German ally. Tt was qtdte plain to see that an dpen bieak would
dmlopsoomrorlater mmmambmofthemmrty
weére tired of the war and eontimed eonabombion vdth the Germans,

Contraxy to the eu:pectaticna of dartain high polit.ieal and mﬂ.itary
eircles, MUSSULINT did not denounce the alliance with Germany during
his 19 July 1943 m«ung with HITLER at Peltre, and on 25 July he
wha Swopt from pawer, Doth the Italians and the Germans vere viell—-
aware of the sigmificance of: MUSSOLINI's removal: The Italigns
undertook official steps tomwards an agreémént with the Allies, and
thoe Germans began their ocoupation of the vital Anstria—Brermr-
Italy and Ljubljana-Iricste lines of commmnlcation in Italy, and
taok the neceesary preemztio -measures in the Genoa, Spezia,
Bologna, and Rome areas, - Conférances of Italian and German leaders
at Tarvisio on 6 August, andatBologmonuAngusb sarved only

to gain time for both aides uhich were attempting to dissemble their

respect.ive aims,

Gemmca&omwmm,mmoftmmhhmw&mmﬂwm
was an executive member of the group of top-ranking Italian officers
whowemmdtbeﬂmmrebebmncomvmlmmmmim
cluded BADOGLIO, AMBROSIO, ROATTA, CASTELLANO, CARBONI, and RQSSI,
Asianowlmam.mm’.hadbeerza irﬂ.edtotahcwatlnmbﬂo‘
forces of the VIIIth Italian Army in Vemesia Giulia and of the XTth

Corpe of the ]Indn\mwinmmm,auitoprepamplmfordos-

i52,
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truction of Cerman 7lst Division forces in Slovenia, to cut Germmn:
1inss: of communleation between Ljudbl Jana-Trieste and Bdine-Trieste,
and tc defend the ports of Trieste and Fiume until the expected
landing of Allied troops had taken place. In order to carry out -

this misa:lon, GAMBARA had to attempt to obtain- the eoopemtion of
local Chetnik and Partisan rorooa, ,

General GAMBARA, ocertainly, behaved far better 1n Slavmia than did
his predecesaor, the atroeious General ROBOTTI. Both from personal
convietion and as a comsequence of his clashes with Marshsl ROIMET,

in Afriea 1n 1942, GALBARA was decidedly anti-German. Gemman be-

havior subsequent to 25 Ju]y, only served to. eonﬁ.m his anti-
German attitude, -

Arber large scale mpping-up opmtiom in the Novo Mesto area,
mounted for the purpose of capturing NOVAK the Italians attempted
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to contact him through persens thought to enjoy hip friendship

or favar: Among thesa were Captain NADRAH, Col, KIMNAR, Dr,
ZAJC, and ZITRIK, HNOVAK informed MINATIOVIC of the Ralian do~
sire to contact him}:the latter advised refusal of such contact
for the time being.  Then,.about mid-July 19,3, General CAIBARA
acting through ZAJC insistod-on a meeting. NOVAR than informed
Allied headquarters of anti-Cerman tendencies in the Italian Amy, .
and of the posaibility of organising a¥ifthColumm sAthin Itallan
wnits in Slovenia.  Folloming Cairots instruetions to study the
matter-and report more fully, NOVAK cansented to meet GAMBARA.
The first mesting was only of an imtroductory meture and no nego-
tiations were conducted. Both principals, however, were wall-

aware of the bagie reason for their conference. At this time

GAMBARATS only point of insistence was that the Gertmns: should not

Ab the next mesting fundamentals were discussed. After preliminary
discuesion of his future plans and activities. against the Commn-
ists, NOVAK asked that -witnesses be diamissdd, and the two dis-
cussed the possibilities ef an allianse in tho near future against
the Cerians, OANBARA agreed in full with NOVAK, but as neither
had the necessary authorieastion to negotiate such an important
‘matter, the discvasion remained a strictly personal one without

_comnittments from either alde,. . .

Some dsys. later IOVAK received a massage from Calro instructing
him to emter negotlations with GAMBARA, to persuade him of the
necesdity for bresking with the Gevwans amd collaborating with the
All%es; and to instgt that GAMBARA accept HNOVAK aa the go-between
in negotiations with Caire. Co ce '

On‘this basig, then, NOVAK informed GAMBARA, to the latter's satle-
faction, that he viis authorized to negotiate, At the next severdl
meetings techniesl details of & posdible future Julrd action
against the Germins were discussed. GAUBARA wished to know to
what extent he eculd count upon Allied aid against the Garmans,

‘Catro's reply that for the time being Allied imtervention would

nsist in air support,deeply discourapged GAMBARA who had hoped in

" an Allied landing in the Trieste arca. Muite naturally Allded

~ .operational plans could not be tevealed, but the possibMdlity’of

158,

condition to ofifer dffective resistance to the Germans, GAMBARA,
-well-aware of NOVAK's propagands campaign aimed at persuading the

such an Allied landing was @xpected by the Gormans quite as much
a8 by the Itallans,- = = ' ' : ’ ‘

At one mecting GAMBARA inguired as to the mmber of offcctives
NOVAK could mobilize against the Germans, At that time the latter
disposcd of only 100 t0 200 men who were fully cccupled in pro-
tecting the radia statians, but he atill hoped that. sogner or

~ later the politiaians would order the Village Guards to.join his

-un?te, in which case he would dispose of some 12,000 troops in ad-
dition to the 2 t6 3,000 Ghetniks from the Lika area. Realizing

.that ‘suoh a' forde. vould be poorly ammed, GAMBARA offered to. provide

necessiry weapona and equipment; NOVAK, hoping that all requirements
would.be provided by the Allies, refusod the offer. -
Both GAMBARA and NOVAK realized that the Village Guards were in mo

Village Cuards to coase collaboration with the Italians and join

. his-units, insisted that the matter be settled in a legal form,

oat one which would selvage Ytalian Ary horori he insisted, that
is, upon the dismissal from Vi e Cuard units of all elements
desirous of joining NOWAK's organization.  To this end, GAMBARA

- was ready to appoint DEBELJAK and VOSNER to act as Village Guard

inspectors to act on NOVAK's behalf in counter-balancing Clerieal
influence.against the MIMATIOVIC organization, NOVAEK,on the other -

hand, was firm in his contention that Village Guards should cease

' useless collaboration with the Italians and should desert them

whether the Italians liked it or mot. It was impossible for GAMBARA
and NOVAK to agree an this point, and the latter continued to call
upon the Village Guards to desert and join his organization.
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NOVAKaMCaimbeadqmterstotumhbmpomforR,O&m,
mmimfomuﬂ.dtherommbtolmdontordoddon

Cainuk‘dmtmwmmishd&ailedMncon-

. cerning Germen forces in Italy proper as ROVAKts information re-

termdon]ytos:lnvaﬂ.a GAMEARA refused to engage personally in

‘but he offered to furnish NOVAK's agents facllities for
traveling among the Germans for the purpose of surveillancs,
Mhemo,mamtmpebegantopambmteintow
and it vwas neceseary to keep Cairo constantly informed, GAMBARA
mtnmiehodadmxtforomof@m'awfropemtorxitm}
document exsmpted-the operator and his baggage — vhich consisted
of a auitenao-typo reee:lva:\-trannitter from search at control
podnts '

o

Towards t.he end ot Aumst ammm requested that a Br:ltiah officer
aut.horizetomgabhteﬁmlwrwabowmm&x's

- operational area, Calro, unfortunately, did not adhere to the re-

‘queet. Such a qualified officer, prov:lded with written credentials

Mm,&mmmmmmmm's

eonabomlminthamhdmo but most likely could also have

tho?arumamvmageemrdetojointbmtoraction

the Germans. -The Allies, unfortumately, had too little con- -

mmmmmmmwmuammmm
and military leaders, = This understandable lack of confidence in

mmormwmmammmmymtne
canplete collapse of the Italian Army, but was directly agalnst

 Allded irterests in that it permitted the Germans to occupy a large

- part of Ialy and t6 take over practically imtact all communications
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‘Itustmbeunvdmt&m mh&dhobomlpﬁtohhom
-dedus,wﬂdmm&mm@mthocommaﬁer

the Italian Armistice, had he been in Slovenia ard in contact with
OVAK. Unfortunstely, he did not return to Slovenia after he had
been ordered to licme for conference. . Onhisrebumtd.phnm
weﬂekmlvwmbsmﬂﬂotmmh@myeﬂbﬂbmhoemm
takstbonemaaryatepa., _
Onlyaparboftheltalian"bonwﬂnhisionofeemralcmm
theuavolbaboamjoimdthehnmm,m however, for the pur-
pouotﬁghtingtbw,huthordertoddthocmnuuin
their all-out civil war in Slovenia. 1 is lilely that CERRUTI, ‘
d.thﬂwaecutamvalotm,mnenmgotiaung-
d.thtb?uﬁmmtoralongtim,amth&heladm.’mhed.
oommerahhamandoqnimnttotheirmue ‘ : '

Thus, NOVAK's mission to mum, despite. mmtual good wlll,

wdthout suoqess. mngontbohnlt-heaﬂgdwomgmmﬁ-

cslved from Italian headquarters in Rome, GAMBARA had been studying
the passibhilities of resisting the Germans on his own. . He had pro--
ceuded to set up artillery and observation points against the

_cm,amuudmbmmwmmmw-
qmnmmcahv,butmpoutiwmpaeoﬂdbetahenﬁthout o

’daﬁdteordsrfmhigmmodqmﬁm

'!WAK‘: Mntomnkoduhadmpaﬂ.icnhrwhmeon

organisation, chiefly because all negoti-

-a&immonaetﬂoﬂymmlhnl Chetnik units eontinued

to conduct raids against Italian territory and into the German zone,
and:to engage in ¢asual fighting with enemy forces. Iocal Italian
emndsrs,alomorwiththosnppurtofﬁnagecmm:orcemm
undertook several operations against MIHATIOVIC's Chetnik units, -
Although NOVAK's forces, in order to protect their radio stations,
were forced to awoid combat wherever possible, thqy lost one officer
mm,omqfﬁmaptnredbythocmm and several minor

. casmlties, During the various retreats a gmt amount of precious

equipment. and food was lost. In Ijubl jana the Italian police
-8 -

sgﬁRfFQ'




166,

167.

168,
- units, and as a clash with German forces seamed imminent, NOVAK ac~

169,

170,

17,

SECRET
TTROL

captured a eonaiderable part of NOVAK's propaganda section as repre-
seAsed in the persons of the KONCAR famlly and their printing
equipment; in Nowo lfesto the same blow was suffered when Dr,
PUSENMJAK. (now in Ttaly) with all his printing equipment was cap-
tured, A mumber of the meabers of NOVAK!s organization were ar-

" rested when the Ttallans discovered their false travel permits;

by way of reprisal the Ttalians often arrested the wives and rela-
tives of NOVAK*s saldiers, .

During thelr period of negotd.ation, GAMBARA did everything in his
personal power to facilitate NOVAK's camings and goings; as con-
cerned the police, howewver, he was powerless as such units were
made up chiefly of Fascist elaments under strong Gestapo influence.
Preferring therefore to use hia own means, NOVAK awoided any sur-
veillancebyGMdBARA Then, toe, both parties wished to maintain
complete. secrecy as to thair negotistions, Discovery by the Germans
or by the Fascists would have been especially dangercus for GAMBARAj
if there were third pe.rbi.es at thelr conferences, they discussed

‘the Conmumists, and only when alone discussed the matter of resist-

ance to the Germmns, meomwpeuonmoknewthetmmrposeof
the GAYBARA-NOVAK contact was the lattoer's imterpreter Dr. AUBJEVIC

-who, after the war, was arrested by the Commiata, tried and con-

demned to death,

In order to avdid . pramtured Gernan mm&.on, GAMBARA re-
quested ROVAK td transfer his main force along with the radio sta~

. tions south of Kocevje, an area alresdy evacuated by the German

Army, and more distant from the Germwans, This nmove fitted in with
NOVAK'splanSashehadintemkdtoh'aqurthminord@tom-

_ organize his forces and awalt the an'ival of Chetniks from I.ﬂm

Asnorep]yhadeomfranlprx!anregardmgﬁn-nwmgamstohis

cepted GAMBARA'S offer of 300 rifles with ammmmition only four days
before the Italian Armistioe, At the time the wéapons were not.
needed, .as NOVAK®s .Chetniks wire alveady piovided with rifles, but

tHa veapons ‘were acceptdd agiinst the probable influx of volunteers

iri tha cvent of German occupation of ‘the cotuitry.

At no time did GAMBARA roquost NOVAKSs eonabora:bion; the only co-
operation contemplated was one agsinst the Germans., And in the

meartine Chetnik units comtimed their anti~Ttalian guerrilla activi- )

tles, the Italiana comtinusd thelr persecution of the Chetnik or-
ganization. Op one occasion when GAMBARA asked that anti-Ttalian
propaganda be diminished, NOVAK refused; he alad rafused GAMBARA's

attempts at _discueaixg the future politieal ivelations of their two
countrles, ' . , _

NOVAR unphaai.zas hia t:!m eonviction that at that time GAMBARA
gtood qut ag ane of the few high Ytalian commanders sufficiently
blessed witl th¢' good sonse to understand that Italy's future was
on the side nfthenli;a, not .on that of the Germans. He was also
amanberoftbatm’hema]lzrdrc&aothigh-mddngltauanwm-
manders who had the courage to act according to his own conviction,

On the basis of GALIBARA'a preqlmistice attempts to. act against the
Germans, NOVAK is at a loss to explain GAMBARA's short pezlod of
collaboration with the Cermans subsequent to the Amistice, - He is

axtrezely laath to believe that the General could have changed his
opinions concerning the Germans,:

VI, 194 ~ Thmgg,h Germnn gr_:lm:

172.

For 19M, NOVAK had set hi.mself the taak of engagi.ng in 1.S. activi-
ties on behalf of the Allies; and it was MIHAIIOVIC's intention to
appoint a new represertative in Slovenia. NOVAK's program contem-
plated re-establishment of contact broken in September 1943 with

Allied. headquarters. ~With the help of lonsignor o'mm'rr and
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Major MANDERS, as previously menticned, it was intended to estab- .
lish a direct radio link with the Allies who were by now in Bari.

According to plans made in early Janusry 194k, while he was still
confined to bed, NOYAK intended t¢ establish observers in Ijubljana,
Trieste, Flume, Udige, Treviso and Venice in order to maimelin sur-
wetllance of all German movement betwean Italy and Slovenia; it was
planned that a radio station . set up in the Trieste area for com-

mumications with General MIHATLOVIC would be under NOVAK*s gersomal

supervisior, and.gnother one £or tiemsmission of information was to

to be set Up in Venioe under the joint direction of HOVAK amd ‘

JEVDJEVIC. In order to avold complete dedication to the I.S. phase,
it was decided to set up a third station for propaganda purposes,

At this Juncture there appeared in Rome, Rudolf ZITHIK, who bad
rendered useful service to NOVAK in Sloverda., ZITNIXK reported that |

. an important German officfal of Slovenian origin wanted to meet

175,

1769

177

* NOVAK and through him and his government esteblish contact with

some Allied egenty, ZIPNIK furnished full asawrances that NOVAK
could retwrn unisturbed to Slovenia where ho oould contime his
cooparation with the Allies, even to the extent of engaging in
such operatiomal activitios as the receplion of air-drops, ete.-
The German officlal in question, in order to show his good will,
released Colonel PRESEIJ who had been arrestad in September 1943
this appeared almost too good to de trus, although the fact of the
Geraan's dllegod Slovenian origin might constitute an explanation,

“aod might ropresemt a means of facilitating the dmperous mission

contanplated for NOVAK, On the other hand, thore vms the possibility
that the whole affaiyr might only be & trap; this later proved to be

the case, TVith grdat clarity, however, there amérged the fact that
the Germans were avare of HOVAK!s jiesence in Rode; through ZITNIXK
they could discover NOVAK's exiot hiding place and capture both him
amd the radio set while he was still unable to move. In order to
gain time, NOVAY did not definitely refuse the proposal, and he
asied ZITNIK to study the project further and to detdmine whether
or not It represdntéed a means of entfapment, JEVDJIEYIC who was
pragemt at the mesting, however, immediately comserfed on his own

behalf to meet the German, and deepite WOVAK's attempts at disuasion, “' '

formarded a messags in that sense through ZITNIEK.

_Tsvoweekswer appearedin!?mamm:g& roissurances

that the project/ "one, and brought a ®parole d*honneur”
that, NOVAK should be undlsturbed if he agresd to mest one DOSHA (a
Slovenian name) in Trieste, In the svent that io agreemsnt weré

reached at the DUSHA-NOVAK meetirg, It was guaranteed that the

latter would be peraitted to return to Rome witdout danger of arrost.

NOVAK iow had ‘to ehooss betwean destroying his radio and ¢easing
operationa on behalf of MIHATIOVIC and the Allles, and rick the

- meeting. Trusting to his luek, NOVAX deeided to take the chance,

Accompanied by ZITNIK and JEVDJEYIC, NOVAK proceeded to Triests’
vhere tie and JEVDJEVIC spent several days awaiting ZIPTNIK?s return
from Ljubljana vhere he had gone to fetch the mysterious DUSHA.
Upon ZITRIK's arrival in Trisste with DUSHA, NOVAK asked JEVDJEVIC
to make a preliminary examination of DUSHA's reliadtdltty. AS
JEVDJEVIC retuwrned with & favorable report, on the following day
NOVAK met with DUSHA who was in the company of one SHUSTER, both of
them minor figures of the Ljubljana police. The following day in
Lijuwbljama, NOVAK was also presented tc a police officer named
SHIJI"FI:B; he later learned that all three of them were black-market
¢ompanions of ZITNIK, As they declared that they were only acting
oa behalf of a fourth high-ranking personage still to be informed

-of NOVAK's presemce in Slovenia, only unimportant matters were dis-

cussed. NOVAK gave advance refusal to any plans of collaboration.
which might be adwanced on the basis that his goverrmemt was at

- var with Germany, but stated that he was prepared to act as msdiator

ir thelr "boss® wes actually desirous of comtacting the Allies.
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Not danng to mem:lon his comaction with espﬁ.omge act.:.vit.ioa,
NOVAK stressed only hls activities in the anti-Partisan fight,

although he had no a\&hm'iza’oion to do so being wo. laager the ‘
- MIHAILOVIC reproeext.auve 4in Slovenia. In his speseh, NOVAK con-

siderably exaggerated his past operational activities in order to
cover up the true mature of his undertakings; this, chiefly in an
attempt to extricate himself from thae mfortumte ai.t.nation in

~ which zmm('a supsrficiality had plaeed hinm, -

These m ‘minor poncamen who woro only the exeoutive trium-
virate of their chie?, still wimomn to NOVAX, certainly were in -
no position to further NOVAK's over-all mission, If, however,
they wers opc) to subornation « as proved to be the case ~ they
could be useful in furmishing documsrts, travel permits, etec, -

At NOVAK's request they facilitated the eaecaps of V/T eperator
STEMBOV, who had been arrested in September 1943; this was the -
only servlce rendered by them. And again they gave their pirole
that NOVAK would mot be arrested wlﬂ.le awaiting their chict.

b was qnite apparent tlmt HOVAK m clear our. of tbia aixmt.ion,
bubbeforeleavingbe:dttmnmmmtytoormﬂ.ua
localIS. nnit,anditmmmmtoactqﬂokly -

Hethereforesetontf‘orﬂomtnuekupmradiomram
w/t set, Mrs, KRISTOF, and ¢erbain other collaborators. Enroute,
to his considerable surprise, NOVAK met a certain Captain YRDIC
in Sologna where he commanded a group of 200 exChstniks from
Croatia; this group had been captured by the Germans during its
flight -to Bari from Dalmatiz and had forced it i.ntoGahl:mnserviceg
The group's activities in Bologna actually econsisted aahont,age
mging of German and Fascist materials, black-marketing in
German gasoline and tires, andeveninbnmi.ngamnberoreeman
airplanes. MANDIC also furnished JEVDJEVIC with details concern-
ﬁgcemmwemmmmammmmm;

- this infomtionmradiwdtoomalmmmmﬂm-
. mission to the Allies. Disapproving of even such limited Jugodlav

collaboration with the eneny, NOVAK persuaded MANDIC to escape
with hie enbire group when neoessary arra.ngemznts could be con—

- pleted, NOVAK ‘then pmceedod onto Rome

Returning to Rome, NOVAK dineoveroﬂ that his mdio operator hsd
beeh persuaded by athers to lsave for Triesto; 1tmthminpoo—

_ siblet.oin!om!ﬂ}mmothteatdevclom:andto forward.

latest Information. Thus, NOWAK only informed his Lagation to the
Holy Sea that he was returning to Stovenia, ordered his officers

axxlmnﬁojoinhimiu'!rlosbe (an order which they did not carry
out, partly because of persuasion from outside sources, partly be-
cause they preferred staying in Rome to further risking their lives
and liberty as the Allies had in the meantime landed at Aazio and

Fettuno), ordéred Major DRZAN to remain in Trieste as his link with
the Legab:lon and with the Allies and the Jugoslav Ilitary Msaion
when Rome should be liberated, and, accompenied by s, KRISTOF -
andtakingvﬂthhdmthoradiom heleﬁfor'l‘rie'teatthobe-

ginningof!\ebruaryl%ha.,

Mesting his radio operg.tor MGE'LJ in Tr:!.este, NOVAK ordered him to
establish immediate oontaot with General UIHAIIOVIC and to eonstruct
new scts for the future radio network, At this time BRICELJ's
eabotagebeeamapparem He received only one unimportant message

- from MIHATIOVIC, and refusad to transmit gny on the. groundsthat

atmospharic and technical conditichs made operstion from Trieste
impoasible.. Having already considerable reason to doubt BRICELJ's
loyalty, NOVAK ceased using him altogether, BRICFL) later worked
for JEVDJEVIC and, contimuing to remain in Meste, for circles in .
Ljubljana. NOVAK cut off all comtact with ERICELJ, oontinuing to
pay him, howewer; in the hope of prevmtingfxn-therbetmal and
re-emplayed STEMBOV whom he had succeeded i.n fmeing in the meantime,

. NOVAK now disposed of enough beuonnel to aet. up neeoaaary observa-

tion points for the frmna-work of his future irﬁ‘onmn.ion -service,
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. NWAKmaimadi&ebueeptedbym As usual JEVDJEVIC

.fomdtdnaymhmmmeVEasatm

‘servica, Subsequant to
2o walk intoatmpd‘dgmdtotomhian.qﬂdaﬁnnoreonabom-

was th¢ "high" personage wilshing to meet NOVAR and JEVDJEFIC in
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A.more difficmit proh‘lmmthat ofwhsretc act up.the radle

eetmnwheremobbaine&dimtortbmﬂonotnm—
gtatian in the mountaing. For this purpose NOVAK traveled

clandestinely to Gorizia and to Ljubl)ana. Being unsuocessful in

~ these places, espedallyinmuhlmmmmoppoaodbytho

Damobrans, he decided to make an attempt in Abassia.

In Abazz:la, NOVAK enomrtered Captain DJAEOVIC who was in eomnd

of the ex»Chetnik group from Bologna; the unitts provious comnander
Captain MARDIC, ami some of his men had been arrested in Bologna

on suspiclon of esplonage and sebotage. The .unit was then trans-
ferred to Abazeia and put under the command of DIJAKOVIC who still
pretanded ‘allegzliance to the MIHAIIOVIC arganisation although his
collaboration with the Germans was quite open. An attempt was made
to persuade DJAEOVIC to desert the Germans and to escape to the
mountains whare EOVAK would teke over command of his unit., Al-
though DNAKOVIC refused this proposal, he did put at NOVAK's orders
five men who wers to hiave deserted and mobiliged other volunteers

in the Gorizia area for protection of the future radio station theres
be further agroed to hide lfrs, KRISIOF, Engilnmsr STEUBOV and the '
radio set among his soldiers, Fwthetmbdngmaxmsfotud

-to be satisfied with this arrangemsut, Put hoped for more in the

future, About the middle of lareh 1944, STRMPOV re-estahlished
mdomtdﬁWC,MithwMetobeof
MvmmamMm16m1%

Int!wmeamim,tom.aeons&bmbh aormmdm, IKWAK
learned that JEVDIEVIC had coms across some old Jtallan friends

of his, among them Colonsl GRIGNULO, then in German service, cur-
renblyinﬁome;bythiananan up he was introduced to a group
of Gertian offiecera vhich It. HENCKL with whom he assoaiated
publicly déspite NOVAK'S remonstyations. With the Gemmans, JEVDJEVIC
discnssad the pogaibilitiee of his eollaboration with them againat
the Commanists; this course which hed been stéadfastly refused by

2id a great deal of L and fiouished the Germans with consider-
able material for anti-NOVAK promganda; diring this time NOVAK was

In thesa eircunstances BOVAK decidedto rid himself of JEVINEVIC,
and as soan as wedio lialson ¢oguld be established to procesd to
MIHAHIOVIC's headquarters in Serbia on a perwanent basis, it being
no longer possible to return to Rome where the Germans could easily

find him with JEVDJEVIC's help. It was NOVAK's intention first to

reach MINAIIOVIC!'s radie’ st.at:lon, in order to instruct Mrs. KRISFOF
to. Nee secretly to Switzerland. JEVDJEVIC and ZTIRIK were told
only that NOVAK's trip was in commection with aduinistretive and
financial questionsy this latter upoct of his journcy vould insure
the pair’s suppoft of his trip, '

Falaodomntatorthoaomwwﬂdmtbewmthc
MIHATLOVIC organizatisom in Belgrade owing to the lack of radio
eommimm,wm&eoldmmmm-

- zation still functiopdng. 'Thus, NOVAK asked JEVDJEVIC and ZITNIK

to obtain a travel permit g‘onm.yadewbd)ﬂ.ngminxg’ﬁan

tion, Nwmmlmgwdardmkeperwmlmwithcmn
elements, Tomrds mid-Eareh 190 ZITHIK sent word that one
PERSTENER, an SS«Colonel, chief of the Hlod-Veldes security service,

Ljubljana. Considering that negotiation on suwoh a minor level
would be fruitless, NOVAK flatly refused the meeting; JEVDJEVIC
and ZITNIK on the other hamd, went to the meeting but did not leeep

~ NOVAK informed of what wemt on. JEVDJEVIC only stated that he had |

succeeded in obtaiming travel documents for NOVAK and ZITNIK to go
to Belgrude from whente the former would have to pmoood to
MIMATIIOVIC's mmtt.a.in headquarhm by his own means. Departure
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was fixed for the following day altbough strangely amgh
S&NS!‘E!mstobaaMetofthepu‘ty. Deapitothempd.cimm
 mature of this cirounstance, it was impossible for NWAK to flse,
" as sugh a course would probahly have lod to German. discovery of
therad.toeetaxﬂeaptmatm.mma'andngmmu_
sples. Mamaanthbmreljkelyinﬂsuodjthefmthatthe

Gernman hands where they could be used aahostagea - 1f they wers

take the risk and hum or good fortune, -

189« Hisgoodfortmbetmaﬂlﬁm Wer,andhemmtadwiﬂﬂ.n
. a few hours of his arxiwval in Belgrade, After an imterrogation
dumxgmehhetnkdquitem ZITNIX was permitted to return
to Ljubljana with SHUSTER. JEVIJEVIC was mot distwrbed at all and
plunged imto full »cale collaboration with the Garmans; he misused
the nams of UDAIIOVIC and bis organtisstion, deceived him as to the
true nature of his activities, and furnished him entirely false in-
formations. In order to prevemt Mirs. KRISTOP's apprising MIBAYLOVIC
ofmetmeutmbn,ukopbhnmrmthemﬂomrkmﬂbe-
gan using a new cade set up by BRICELS and STRMBOV. lMrs, KRIST(P,
howsver, managed to inform MIHATLOVIC by letters MIBAILOVIC subse—
@entu publicly disavowed all comnection with JEVDJEVIC and his.
activities, and sent Captain BATRICEVIC (nos ia Italy) from his
headquarters to imvestigate the case. Quite "amazingly® before he
oould send any messages to MIHATIOVIC, BATRICEVIC vas ayrested
mumm&emsmmautbmnm At this poimt
MHAIIOUIC ordered his soldiers to laave the Germans immediatealy
ami to escapeuﬁothemm&aim;onhatwmmgedtodoso.-

19G, Nwmmmsmthemmmtmmmdmm‘mtmp
sonally respomsible for his arrest by the Germans, altl i :
spparent. that they mainteined close relations ?d.th them afterwards,
deepite NOVAK's fabe. It is 2 to fote thet ZITRIK aid
- fot imuediately inform Mrs. KRISTOF and JEVDJEVIC of NOVAK!s ar-
rest, tlms exposing tham, tco, tdthedangerofbe&ngcwmﬂith
the radio set. Mwmint‘ormdotmmsamatm]y _
weeke& latar, In the mcantime, most certainly, the Garmane reached
the corwlusion that JEVDJEVIG‘& aetviees would be of valm to them, -

191. In Belgrade, mnxmarresbedatbl’.ﬁ. onmmwﬁh,
in the muzmmm; the arrest was carried out.
personally by Captain BRANDT and Dr. FRANZESY, chiefs of the
Serbion Gestapo seetion operating against Gemersl MIFATLOVIC and
hls orgenization, After the arrvest, BRANDT produced a red-bound
dossier bearing NOVAK®s name on the cover, aml cited. mma de-
tails of his aetivity, espeeially in Serbla amd in Rome; some
particulars wore true, others were false or greatly mggeratedo
Greatest emphasis was placed on NOVAK's activities in. Rome, and '
his providing Gemerwl, MIHATLOVIC with information on German zctivi-

ties, Descriding gueh activities as eonatituting espa.omge BRANDT
asked NOVAK if he were awars of the Gonsequentes.  BRANDT then in-

- sisted on his certaimty that NOVAK Imtended to visit MIHATIOVIC's
represertative Sass MIMATIOVIC in Belgrade, - Fortumtely, NOVAK
vas unaware of the latter's adiress, but BRANDT, refusing to be-
lieve 1n ROVAK'a ignorvence on this pod.nt dod.ared tat his fate
depeaded on whether he would talk or not. BRANDT then delivered

‘& political lecture in which he declared that ‘the Cermans were not
greatly worried by the Communists in Serbla where they were not
particularly active, that German authorities were ‘dstermined to -
‘destroy MIHATIOVIC'S orgenisation once amd for all, and that ad-

herence to MIHAILOVIC was politieal fon.y as the. mzi of tho future
) Was IJOI'IC»

192, NOVAK was then escorted to eell Hos 17 of the infm "Ra.tnield.

: dom" jall of Gestapo headquarters in Serbia, ‘Yn this two-by-two meter
cell without, a window, he remained for 3L days without exercise
or reoreation, with a cortinuously glaring electrie light so that
he neverhxewmtheritmsdayxmnight Oncedaﬂyhem
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. venasmallpiaooofblackaom'bradmdaphteot
‘ ggup, Inmetes of the "Ratnicki dom™ jail were comprised :gaﬂy

of HIHATIOVIC adherad’.‘a and Allied fliersy at the time of MWAK's
inearceration the jall housed thres crew members of a British
plane which had been shot down. Despite the mlsery of his et~
{stence during this period, NOVAK was far better treated than

- many of his comrades who were savagely tortured and kept in

solitary confinement in the dark for monthsy NOVAK was oftem
t.hreatened but never actually tortured. :

Afteraninitmlahorbperiodofinpﬂaomem,NWAKmaub-~
jected to a three-dsy interrogation, during the course of which,
heleamedtmtammrnrhiacmdoahadbeenmbletore—
sist Gestapo questioning methods and that, hence, the Germans
were asccuwrately informed of his previous movements and activitios
in Serbia. It wans also apparent that ZITNIK had done considerable
ta]ld.ngasthecemammamoofcertainparuwlmmbmn

~ to NOVAK's Serbian contactao

The accusations. HOVAK, aslde from gertain minor deﬁaﬂs,
‘ware concernmed ofly with the following pointss

a) Esplonage in Rome on behalf of the Allles through the
MINATLOVIC 1ink,

b} Radio commmications betweeti Rome and MERATLOVIC,

c) mmmummmxﬁmmemmmm
toSwitmrland o

d) Camtacts 'cd.th Yajor Saaa llIHAIIDVICinBelg;Ndﬂ Se.sam
the organizer of the exeocution (or assassimation, according
~to the poirnt of view) of Colonsl MASSALOVIC and !dnister
- DJORDJEVIC, both intimate collaborators of Serbdan Quisling.
NEDIC. According to one wersion, Sasa MIHATLOVIC was killed
wthecomainlw;aceordingwm ke is still
engaged in fighting TITO in Jugpslavia, Attheﬁmeof
NOVAK's inbemgsuon, Sasa held top priority on the German
"wanted“list o

With referente to pomt.a (a.) and (b) above, the m.mgat.or cited
a message allegedly sent by MIHATLOVIC to Gemeral Petar ZIVKOVIC

. in Cairo which dealt with NOVAK's presence in Rome and with NOVAK's

furnishing MIHAILOVIC with information on German movements, which
information was intended for omward transmlaad.on to the Allles.

NOVAKwasmtamrewrwthertheGemanCIactmnyminpwsea—
aion of the radio mossage mentioned, but he steadfastly demied
havingengagedinmwhwbivltiesinﬁm, as he had besn 111 and
umable to work or move. NOVAK also denied having had a radio set
in Rome, maintaluing that he could have established contact with
theunaathm@mmmwmmawwmm

The charges ].istod undar (c) and (a) above, were actually unfounded,
Althcnghmdeﬁ.nitomof eouldbeprodnecd, thoGosta.po insisted
eontact with Sasa MIHAIIDVIC.,

After having hiadedmtiom BROVAK returned to his cell
to awail his £ Inaceomaneo'ithatandardcutapopmedtm

nemmmmmmwmnitmmormnhe
was released, A

NOVAK remained in so].itary eonﬁmmnb at "Ratxﬂ.c!d. dom® until the
bullding was dameged during the 16~17 April 194 air raids; the
buﬂdirzgmhitlwtmboubamﬂaconddunbloporbionorthe
files, NOVAK's possibly mdhded were burned or otherwise destroyed.
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201, On 18 April 1944 all prisoners of "Ratnickl dom" were transferred
: to Banjica, the Jugoslav Buchemwald, which was under the joint
jurisdiction and administration of both Gestapo and Serbdan Quisling
authorities. The Serbian administrator there was the notorious
and blood-t  VUJKOVIC (now an inmate of the British Afregola
camp pear Naples) who, in addition to countless other cruelties, is
said to be responsible for tens of thousands of executions by :
© German firing squad, The German commander of the Jail was one
WINTER who operated under Dr, JUNG, a worthy minion of HBMMIER,
who was in charge of all Ballan prisons. Although treatment amd
food conditions in Banjica were even worse than thoss previously
existing at "Ratniclki dom", it was possible to receive parcels
once a week and thus to maintain some sort of ciandestine contact
with the outside world. At this time Banjica housad about 3,000
prisoners, half of them MIHATIOVIC followers, about a cuarter of

them Communists, and the rest common crimimals, NOVAK was confined

to a ward housing 108 prisoners of 13 different mtiomalities. -
Among the Serbs, Croats, Slovenss, Greeks, Italians, Hungarians,
Rumarians, Bulgars, Ruselans, Fremch, Albanians, Jews, and Germans
from gll ranks aind walks of 1ife, there were sven a muider of
Allied distressed air persormel.

202, Among othexr immates of RWAK's ward were Major PERHINEK, Captain
~ OBRADOVIC, Dr. Njegos PETROVIC, Dr, ZIVANOVIC, Dr. GRISOGONO,

» DIOMNIK, Enginser LUKIC, and ANGELOY. AR this time NOVAK
learned to his great regret that the Germans had suceesded in
capturing almost the entire strength of the MIHATIOVIC Belgrade
organization, among them the Corps commander and three bdbrigade
commanders, in addition to lesser s, Among the female
prisoners was the wife of MOVAK's friend Zarko TODOROVICS shortly
bafore, General MIHAIIOVICts wife, extremesly 111, had been re-
leased after 12 months imprisonmsnt, :

203, Sanitary conditions in the prison were appalling, In addftion to
thosé executed by the Gérmans, there wers 10 or 15 deaths among
the priesoners fram other causes. ' '

204. MNOVAK managed clandestinely to inform his organisation of his im-
prisonment in Banjieca, and received an answer that an attempt
would be made to liberate him, . o o

205. In May 194k, NOVAK vas ro-interrogated, this time hy Webrmacht
representatives. By now, General MIHAILOVIC had besn dropped by
Iondon and was no longer Minister of Warj the SUBASIC government
had thrown its support behind TITO's policies; the Cermans sup~
ported NEDIC and IJOTIC in a propaganda campaign against MIHATIOVIC,
a campaign which had its proponents in the prisom,

206, NOVAK was shown far greater consideration hy the Wehrmacht than by
the Gestapo during the "Ratnickl dom" questioning, and there was
already apparent z wide divergency of method and opimion between
the two services, The Wehrmacht interrogators apparently accepted
NOVAK’s story and handled him with a certain degree of regard..

207, After nearly two months imprisonment at Banjica, exhausted and 111,
. - ROVAK vas transferred to Bled in Slovenia where he was placed st
the disposition of the Colonel PERSTENER whom he had previcusly
refused to meet, He arrived there on 8 June 1944,

208, In Bled, NOVAK was confined to a reom in a hotel partially occupied
by the German security service. After having been interrogsted
on the Slovenlan phase of his activities, he was permitted to walk
about the village, tut was required to take his meals in his room
and to remain there when not actually walking, Though closely
vatched, NOVAK was far better off than in Belgrade: He could now
write, although his letters were subject to censorship; and he alse
had consmargb].o opportunity to engage in ¢landestins ecorrespondence;
mogt mportant of all, NOVAK had opportunity tc bribe those charged
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»vd.th his surveillance. Hé never spoke to Colonel PERSTENER, but

had to deal with Captaln PACHER in all matters concerning his in-
ternment. PACHER was sald to be favorably disposed towards the
Slovenians and to have liberated a mmber of Jugodlavs from the
Gestapo, although for a prioe. He proved to be kindly disposed
towarde NOVAK, too, and did everything in his power to make in-
ternzent easier. Vmen NOVAK finally escaped, it was because of
PACHER's benwoleneo or carelessness - or a oonbi.nation of both.,

After two mom;he, on 4 Avgust 1944, it was ordered that NOVAK
should be placed at the disposition of German authorities in
Triestc for final decision, and PACHER arranged that transporte~
tion should be by train rather than by automobdle. He thus had
an opportunity in Abagzzla to contact Mrs. KRISTOF, who succeeded
in organizing their escape rron 'rzd.oste before the Cermans eould
prevent it.'

muawtlmmmmm,mmwfww

,uheretheyhopodtomettheAniumhadalreadynboM

Florence,

'mwmamusumumuwammmt@uwofmmuumu1nmm»
ing so-much falth in ZITNIK and in the German word of honor,
 This carelesaness had exposed him to the danger of beilng shot as

a spy, and had caused him the loas of five months, three of them
spent in jail, two of them in internment. In the meantime, the -
entire situation had changed:  Radfo contact with General YIRATLOVIC
had been last and HOVAK could only inform HIHATLOVIC by letter that
current conditions for which the unreliable JEYDJEVIC was responaible,
no longer psrmitted his activities in Slovernda, KNOVAK therefore

prefermdtoleavvforltﬂwdththohopcofjoininsaw
army unit fighting the Germans.

Therelative]ykiudtreatmntwhiehhoreedvodam.odismn
a source of wonderment to WOVAK, He feels it may have been the
result of bribery handled from Belgrade, or it may have been a
remﬂtofthemgwommmmmmmmerabuﬂon-,
ment of MIHAYLOVIC, whiehgaverimtoa(}emnhopotlatmm,
pzrsmdodtoremmolmmm,wnlﬂbopramﬂtooolhbwato
with the Germans. In any ctase, NOWAK was not freed through any
particular effort of his .own, but only through fortunate exploita-
tion . of apparert German carelessmness.,  He was not even forced
mtooonaboratianbythecoms,thmghthqwmw
to follow this course after his arrival in Trisste, His escape
from'rrieste,ashemtommwwbycolomlmo,ma
great disappointmut ‘to the Germans,

'mp]ainingt.o them General m:!IDVIC'a disapvavaloctthoact.‘lvi- :
~ tles of JEVDJEVIO, NWAKob!‘.aimdthe support of a mumber of the

latter's Chetniks who aided NOVAK and Mrs. KRISTOF 4n their flight
by escaping vd.ththenandbweoveringthuﬁththdromfalu
documents. ' Comtrary to NOVAK®S hopes, Bologna had not been liber-
ated by the time he and lrs, msmramwthmon%m
1944, - Living under false documents as Professor Bruno ARCADI,

NOVAK stayed in Bologna for six months, hoping contimously 1n the.
city's imminent occupation by the Anieae For ths first tim dur-
ing the war, he was inactive. After a few woeks, hmver, . '
learned from certain ex-eoldlers ofJEVDJBVICthst. was sought

whyGemanazﬂFa&ci.stpolieeinBolomaaa snltcd’ - deruncia~
tion to the effact that he was carrying important mes megsages to the

Allies, Inrea.lity,NGlAKnsengagodinmsu ch mission, but
evideritly some of his "friends" were desirous that he shonld '
disappear forever and be prevented from Joining the Allies, To
avoid recapture, in the critical October 1544 period, MOVAK, with
the bensvolent comd.vaneo of some of its anti-Gemn and anti-

Fascist personnel, wis received as a patient of the Sant'Orsola
hospital in &:lognl. = °
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214, The period of NOVAK's stay in Bologna was uneveptful until March
195, when the Fascist palice became greatly interested in his
presence in the city. On 22 March, there took plage an everd.

- which made it urgent that NOVAK carry out his intention of cross-
ing the German lines at the earliest possible moment, On that
day he and ¥rs, EKRISTOF had been stopped in the Via San Vitale
at. about 11 A,lf, by a Faseist policeman who took custody of their
false documsnts and ordered them to aceompany him to the pollice
station for questioning and thorough search, NOVAK knocked the
policeman to the ground and escaped to the nearhy hospital un-
harmed despite a fusillade of bullsts from the ruffled policeman. :
Panic produced in the passers-by by the policeman's shooting,
greatly facilitated NOVAK's escaps, but Mrs, KRISTOF was brutally
beaten there in the street and later gt the polioce station, -
NOVAK'S quartors were searched and the Fasalsts took dll thelr
personal funds as wll as those of the MIHATIOVIC orgamizations
the German police them intervened and took thelr radio reoedver.
‘Mre., XRISTOF was required to present herself twice daily to the
German police where she was intarrogated by a Sgt. SEIFERT..
Fortunately, the Germans did not know Mrs, KRISTOFfs trus identity and
'she svoided being held as a hostage for NOWAK. In this manner, '
8 few days’ time was gained, = = 3

215. As soon as the Bologna patriots learned of the incident which had
. befallen NOVAK, they offered him their help and provided him with
a felac travel peamdt., On 25 lMarch one of tham, & certain Mario
ZUCCHELLY from Fanano, ~  with the aid of a relative of his
' named Maria, ae d NOVAR. from Bologna to Famano, and from
there through the Cerman lines on the followding day,
216. Bragilian authorities at Iizzano and American-authorities at
"~ Porretta gave ROVAK a heart-warming reception, and on 28 March
consigntd him to the Florence refugea camp from whieh he was re-
leased by British It, SMTTH. Two days later Mys. KRISPOF and her
daughter TatJama arrived in Florence vis the same route.

- 23¥7. In Florence, NOVAK presented himself to the local FS3 office and

requested that he be sent to Rome or Bari in ordar to report to
ths Royal Jugeslav Mission attached to the British headknuarters
with which he had cooperated in 1943. NOVAE wes promised that
his request would be granted, but on 2 April; without any explana-

- tion whatsoevor, he was Incarcerated in the Italian !Muratte prison
in Florence, 'In British Sgt. LEVIS* office, NOVAX was relieved
of all his monay and persomal belongings end no receipt was given
him, From among his effects thsre disappeared 2,000 Swise Francs,
property of lrs. KRISTOF. All NOVAK's subsequent requests thatthase
Swt3s funds be returnsd to him were without avall, -He never re- '
celved the money. - T S

'218. Mrs. KRISTOF and TatjJana, in the meantime, had been interned in
the Hotel Fenles and were left there for several days without food
or monsy. They were later given most of the mongy taken from
NOVAK at the local FSS office, and were allowed to buyy their omn
meals in public restaurants where they were always guarded by
Italian Carabinieri or public security agents.

219. HOVAK was mt subjected to interrogstion in Florence,

220, On 26 April, NOVAK, Mrs. KRISTCF and Tatjana were flown to Carbonari

near Bari, where they were imprisoned, each in a separate solitary

- 2, Mra, KRISTOF and the 1) year old Tatjana remained in the Carbonari
. prison until 1 December 1945. Although she was irterrogated during
the months of April and May, she never received any information as
- to the nature of the crims she had presumably committed, nor was
she told why she was bedng subjectsito such a long period of solitary
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confinement, After soms time she became ill and was given

utterly incompetent treatment by the camp doctoras the latter

wert so far as to mishondle her in a flagramtly obscens manner
for a digease which she did not have at all, as was later clearly
stated by competert physicians of the British ‘hospital in Naples,
As a result of such improper medical care, this woman,who eight
mubhspminuslyhadbeeneapabloofeaaﬂymkinghorwayon
foot through 100 kilometers of mountein tralls in Cerman territory,
was no longer able to move; after three months she was finally
transferred first to the hospital at the Eboli camp and later to
the British hospital in Naples, where ROVAK found her towards the
end of Janvary 1946, receiving competent msdieal care and well on’
the way to recovcryo , )

Unt4l the beginning of December 19!.5, NOVAK had besn questionsd
only in May and Juns by various interrogators. On 10 Decoccber,
Captain SARDCR declared that all misunderstandings had been
cleared up, and stated that NOVAK would soon be trensferred to

the camp vhere Mrs., KRISTOF was an immate. SANDOR explained that
NOVAK had been imprisoned so long because prison headquarters had
usort of forgotten® him, On the 26th of December, however, to his
great surprise, NOVAK was tranaferred to the Italian prison in
Bari where he was kept in solitary confinement, ziven very little
food, and where he suffered from the extreme cold. Cuarded by his
foxmer Italian enemies, he had no opportunity of commricating
with the outside world,

~M~Amgg ggwmngmmmm

225,

226,

' On'25 January, NOVAK was esoorted to the PR-DP camp at Eboli.
Here he again met Tatjana, amd the following day he was permitted
to visit Mrs. KRISTOF at the hospital in Naples. On 2 February
NOVAK took her out, of the hospital and the coupls was married.
At Eboll camp NOVAX, in additlion to elements which had actually

belonged to the H‘RIAIIDIIG organization, found s multitude of people

who,dmingthemrhadfoughtagd.nsbitandhadjoinedthoﬂayal
Jugoslav Arny only subsequent to Cerman defeat. Among the inmates -
there were deserters and even some who had received orders from
the betrayers of NOVAK ths order to kill him and l%s. ERISTOF with
German help, Although he did not desire to bring harm to anyone,
NOVAK felt that his cormtimied ata:y would be most inadvisabdle.
Therefore, acting on the advice of British camp auwthorities, he
applied for review of his case and roquested that he be allowed
to live outside of the camp free of its restrisctions. ‘At the sams
‘time he also made applieation for restitution of the 2,000 Swiss
Franoce which had been taken from him by the British police in
Bologna, Ne reply was given to his requut. '

" On 26 Maroh, theamﬁvemryofmvﬂ{'acaatinghhlotvdththe
Allies, hemagainamsted,tmnafemdmm and thrown

into the compomﬂvdthcemanandnalianmuindmls

Vithout explamtion and without be.tng interrogated, HOVAK was
forced to undergo the humiliation of confinement Jth German and
Italian war criminals vhile the shabby JEVDJEVIC wes confined in
the officers' compound. To his shocked amazement, NOVAK lsarned
that his old Belgrade e, Banjica jail administrator

acquaintane
VUJKOVIC, was also a member of the favored circls in the officers' .

campound of Afragola. VUJKOVIC was not considered a war criminal,
although NOVAK,who had suffered two months imprisomment in the

prison where the former compiled lists of victims for the German
firing squed, vas 80 considered}

Taking advantage of an opport.unity which preseut.ed itselt NOVAK
escaped from prison on L May 1946.
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IX. Copclusion:

227.

228,

229+

233,

23k,

295.

During the eutire war, NOVAKacbedaccordingtolﬂ.susﬁaaaa
Royal Jugoslav Army officer defending his King, his government,
his country, and his people, and fighting and harming the enanw

‘o the greatest possible extent. At no time did he tavor

enexy who rewa.rded him in the following mannert.
a) 1941 -~ The Gemns looted his home in celje.,, |
b) 1942 = The Italians looted his home in Ljubljana,

&) 1943 - The Germans looted his homs and that of Mrs, KRISIOF's,

d) 1944 - Three momths imprisonment in the most mtorions Geman
© Jails, plus two months of inhermntbeeanseofhia
cooparation with the Anieao

* 8) 19,5 - His home in Bologna botedbythol?ascisbeandthe

GCermans,

During the war, NOVAK did not give in to the enemy. Therefore, he
was persecuted dy the eneny, and after the war, by the British,
Those who did surrender, however, had a pesceful war-tine axistence
as Polf's and aubaequmuy received Allied: pmuct:lon.

Durim the war, NOVAK preferred imprisonment or exmcution to col-
laboration with the enemy. For this reason he barely managed to
save his life and re-gain his liberty by breaking through the .
German front line, only to be treated as a war criminnl by British
authorities, Atthesnmﬁmthoaemowmincemnorltanm
pay and collaborated with the énemy as govermment authorities or
political or military leaders, all traitors to their country,
Iived in security throughout the war, After Geman defeat these
same people came over to the Allies and are now free and protectedo

. Duz-ing the wr, RWAK attempted to cooperdte with the Allies in
_ a1l ways possibles his 1943 activities must be well documented in

the archives of Cairo Allied Hea.dquarters, whieh ofben thanked
and congmtulatod him,

During the war, NOVAK alwa&s attanpbed to redch an w with
the Communist Partisans and never allowed his troops to attack
them although it was his duty to defend the policy of his legal
government, UVhsn his government placed its weight behind the Com-
mrists, he was already in German prison; suley, he had no
more oecasion for political activity.

with rereremo to the presont sttuation 1n Jngoalxvh, NOVAK states
~ that he 18 unequivoeally opposed to any regimes based on terror and

oppression. His country, he msintains, is not a free and independ-
ent. state, but 1aasatallitc enslaved by the USSR,

NOVAK feels, therefore, that the attitude of British authorities
toward him will change, and that British retribution for non-
‘existent crimes cannot indefinitely pursue him while the various

© Quislings minmdislmrbed

NOVAK emphatically assures all Allied authorities of his loyalty
as his ideals will always remain on the side of the democratic ,
nations willing to a:l.d and bring freedom to all oppressed peoples,

NOVAK is beset by adversaries from all sides, but it is not his
person that they hate and fear., Betwsen them and him there is
truth, atmight-fomrd thinking, and honest action,
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236. Traceshel;donpareomntiumxﬁ.omdabawamusbedbe]m

M’
ADAM @ of mmncm Veneeslav

ALDJEVIC ﬁr. Bredko "
AMBROSIO General

ANCELOV

‘ mxc
Aacmx Brum (@ of PEmovst)

Avm Ivan

9vsxc c;aloialm
nwocnoma
BATRmEVIccapt Ifthailo
BBZ (eal) signal of ARTIC)
BEBI.ERAles

maac I.t.. col. Slavio
BLAZ (8, NU) |
BOK Sgt. Iva.n@mmm

"BCR® Majer (@ of PETROVSKI)

BORUT Major (@ of KOPRIVICA

o Danilo)
EREZNTK (© of Father IALOVER)
BERICELY Ivo

BUCAR Dr., Vekoslav .
CARBONT General. Giacomo

CASAR

CASTELIANO Gemeral
CERNE Franjo

CERRUTI General

COTIC Ratko and Vojke
CUKIC Kosta
DEBELJAK Captain Janko
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120, 129

166

151

202

(H]

13, 23

95, 135
5, 7-9, 13

19

135

85

10, 12’» 133 1314
133, U35

5, 9
151

19
151

ZComnaty-

* outioned in Pare. No.:  Previous Traces:

Possihly identical

wdth ADAM of 2-8-1058

CSDIC/CMF/SD 86 SCRIFFER
PIR-612

2-8-8/,2 CSDIC/CUF/SD 57,
DOLIIARN |

JZX=6653, m—&z
PIR-626

P73, PIR-11%0

JZX-1766, JBX-238

'Pm-sw._

. 28776 gnc CUF/SD 40

KOBINs PIR-:
PIRA-EL9
3ZX=3080
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Home tortloned in Porg, Bo.s

DIMNIE Eng. 2@
DJAKOVIC Captain Dusan 18,
DJORDSEVIC Mindster Svetan 194
DRZAN Major Albin @ DEZELYC 134, 181
DUHQOYIK Anton - 85
"DUSHA" (true name unmown) 175, 177
ERLIH, Prof, ' 19'
FARCIFY Dr. Ivo 35, 38
FERTARCIC Venceslav O 12
VENZEL @ ADAM

PRANZESI Dr. U1
FREGL Major Ivo 5,.6 _
GALBARA-Gon. Gastons 22-061625;-56,157-3,
GILAVAC Frane s
‘GODINA Father Josip 135, U3
GOSAR Dr, Andre) 19
GRIGNOLO Colonel 22
GRISOGORD 1dnister 202
HARGIC ug
HASL Viktor @ KORTENIK 10, 117
HENCK Lt. 185
HIMMLER Heinrich 201
HITIER Adolf 150
HUDNIK Sgt. @ of BOK Ivan 63
HUDSON Capt, Bill 37
JAN Dr, Slavio 102
JANEZ Dr, 83
JARDAS Ivan @ of NOVAK 130
JEVDJEVIC Dobrosaw 1.1262:313-24:01515{:396}73
JUNG Dr. | | 201
JURIC (@ of ZEIEN Slavko) U3, Lik
KAPETANOVIC Capt. Miodrag 117

- u -

sﬁcgsg-

JBX-238, PPE-8198,
FX-1L1
PIRA-748
PIR-326

m—w&; SIo BY/P/300

2-8776 CSOTG/CUP/D 40

KUBIN; 2-8-2324 SC CSDIC

SD 53 KOPS londons JzX~6259
x-4229 (?)

PIRA-829

IPIRA-BSO
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KETTE Soldier 131& o -
KIDRIC Boris | 59 X-6025
KLINAR Col. Anton 95, %, 129 o |
KOMOTAR Dr. Franc . 134 PIRA-758
KONCAR Family s Fot identical with

xommramyofm-ézz
KOPRIVICA Denilo @ BORUF - 123
KCRITNIX @ of Viktor FASL 40, 117
KRALS Dr. (Ivan ?) ’Q( 52;135 | wﬁrm::
" m&s.thenmttomly

o escape Partisan occupa~
t.ion (Iocal file 2-23-3222)

.mc Marko _19;, 9 sz-1980
EREX Dr, Miha 1_9;' (A PIR~1185
KREX Janez 3L | ’
KRISTOF Mrs. Jovanka 36,1.0 U5 2-8-776 CDIC/QUF/D 4O
- -u.. imz'f:::. e B

KRISTOF Tatiana 26, 218, 221, 23
KRISTCF Mr. 127 _ : : : ,
KROSELJ Dr. Anton 52, 129, 143, Lk
LAVRIC Lt. o 92

 IESJAK Capt. Josip 26, 54, 123
LEWIS Sergeart a7

_'x.xonc mmgrue | 191',"205 2"”1%.%,. éc/émm/_si 36
LIKIC Gen. 1ihaglo 1,3
LAGEK Dr. Viadimir 35, 3138 PIRA-413
MACUS Eng. Frane 52,135 JZ%-1980, JRELALO
MIOVRH Fether O BREZUE 85 - - |
MANDIC Captain 130,’ 8, sz—6767; X-4903 (?)

- (@ of ifrs. KRISTCF)

‘ SggRE:
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MM in Para, No.t

~ Name?
MARIA (relative of a5
Mario zucam.l)
MAROVIC Ysjor ny
HARUSIC Dr. Drago 507, 9
MASSATOVIC Colonel 19
MEDERNDORFER Vinko 5
MEDVED (@ of m.los STARE) Th
MIHATIOVIC Gen. Draza § ot seq.

. MIMATLOVIC Hajor Sasa | 191, 194
MITIER Major 70;- [
HOSCATELLO ¥ons, Antordo 132
MUSSOLINI, Benito 105; 150
NADRAH Captein 153
NEDIC Milan | ié&; 205
CBRADOVIC Capt. Dusan 202
OVFLANERTY tons, Fugh 132,142,144, 172
PACHER Captain 208
PAIMIERT Colofel 133
PAVLIC Mjm 53, 134
FERHINEK Yajor Rudolf 202
PERSTENER, SS-Col, iea, 207-08

" PERSUR Capt. Ivo - 26
PETER II, King 6, 10, 15, 78
PEFERLTN It. Col. Ernest 13.56,59,90;95,

: 96,98,99, 101
PETROVIC Dr. Njegos 52; 202
PREXOR.W Eng. Tugomer 36
PREZELJ Gen. Ivan 96;127,171.;211
PUSENJAK Dr. Bogumil 165
RAPOTEC Dr, 35
SE 33 R E

CONTROL

R, T2

Draga MIHAIIOVIC's Commender
of the Belgrade Corps,
Killed 4n a gun battle with
OZXA men, 6~7 May 194
(1oeal ti1e 2-22-3907).

FIR=332

7950 (2) |

z-&ézscmmaoommlmﬂ

28749 CIDIC/CuF /D35 ROESEXERS

2-8-T32 1 SC CSDIC D 53

2-8-753 1 SC CIDIC SD 93
JRI-2002

PIRA~19

| PIRA-229 |
MS-81; PIRA-TL7 |
PIRA-4,50 |



SECRET

“{CONTROL)

Nanes lentioned in Pare, No.:  Previous Traces:

ROATTA Gem, Yario 15 m—ém' |

‘ ral 152 In prison at Breseia amib-

ROBOTET. Gene ing awooution, (Iocal. file
2-2a~1040 :w/zvlbh, |
1671 12/30,

ROMMETL Field Marshal 152 _

ROSST General 15 In prison at Brescia awaite
ing exocution (loecal file
2-22~1671 12/30/L4).

ROZMAR Bishop vr. Gregor - 90 J2ZX-6651

RUDOLF Prof ()

RUFFIK Gen. Leon 125,134,143 PIRA-TAS

SANDOR Captain 222

SEIFERT Sergeant ‘ﬂh

SERNEC B’gc Dusan 5,7, 9’ 57 m‘?&s

SHLIFFER =~ 177 Possibly 1dentical with SS-

). August SCHIFFER; hanged
as war criminal as per IO
Gen,Ord.M19 6/20/:.6).
SHUSTER 177, 188, 191 Probshly idertieal with SS—
Oschaf, Alfons SCHUSTER of
2-3-732 1 8C cspIC D 5

SAJD Dr. Albin 56, 83, 85, 88 szssssv |

SOLAR Prof. Jakob 19 Posaibly identicsl with or

’ - relatéd to Ermanno SOLAR of

‘ S7X~6767
STARE @ M{EDVED", Drs Mlos 19,7h,96 PIRA~19
STEMBOV Eng. Vinko 40,127,17¢,182,  2-8-776 CSDIC/GF/40 KUBTN
- 144,188, 189

ﬂmmnm.mmm 26

wmﬂChm ' 205

TITO Josfp BROZ - 19,24,57,19,,202

TODOROVIC MaJ. Zarko 6 MAS-81

TOMNY (@ a= by Cairo)e

BIAZ (local @), MU 124

TORNAR Captatn 51, 56 )

URSIC Andre] 135 JRX~,880, PIR-700

~ VAUHNIX Col. Viadimir 96, 105 ¥SB-875
vmzm. (@ assigned by Cairo)e
ADAM (loeal @; true name 120, 129

FERIAICIC Vencealav)
L] M )

SECRET
- (CONTROL



SECRE

{COMTRAL)
Name: M&M—-& Previovs Praces:
VOSNER Capt. Pavle 47,55,66,
| : v? 83” ’i
VRI'OVm‘: Bogan— L Arrested 12/2/i), on snspi.d.on
Db of collaberaztion with Germans.
! _ later relsased (loeal file).
Wﬁﬂﬂm L K ‘ 'MQ WQ m 8130 .
' Terian m Arrived with byother in Rome
" before Itallan Armistice.,
Brother 19 killed in motor
accident March 1945 (local
file 2-2a-2949).
YOJKOVIC 200, 225
WINTER - o
ZA3C Dr, Marjan 153 PIRA-831
. ZAIAR Dr. 132 |
ZEBOT Dr, Cirdl 19, 35 X4256, PIR-5L
ZEIEN Slavio @ JURIC U3, Lk 2-8-T76 CDIC/CUF/SD 4O KUEIN
ZITNIK Rudolf 83,135,153 ,174+75 PIRA-TSY
o s as,al | |
ZIVANGVIC Dr. !lodreg 2w
ZIVKOVIC Gen. Petar 195 | PIRA~ELS
ZUCCHELLY Mario | &

Comment ¢

237. The above report; compléted by Source in late Juns or early July
1946 and submitted on 25 Anugust 1946, has not been previcusly
forwarded owing to backlog of work and lack of editorial personnel;
held on file at the local stationr, it has served as valuable
background materisl. Angry and hurt at his reception and im-
prisonment after making his way into AOT, Source prepared the re~
port in order to clarify his position vis-a-vis Dritish aathori-
tles, and it was chlefly to the latter that his work was addressed.
Besidestheoﬁ.gimlwmch&merebains,ardthowpygimthe
local station, two coples of the report were furnished to lons.
Hugh O'FIAHERTY. As far as is known, tho latter has not trans-
mitted the report to British asn'.horities Deﬁ.rﬂ.t.e information
in this regard w1l be obtained. .

238. A forthcoming report will contain Source's comment on his report
after the elapse of a year,
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