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One Blackburn Drive
Gloucester, MA 01930-2298

February 23, 2001

Dear Permt Hol der:

This refers to the final rule inplenmenting the Atlantic Herring Fishery
Managenent Pl an, whi ch was published in theFederal Reqister (65 FR77450) on
Decenber 11, 2000. The vessel nonitoring system(VMS) requirenentsinthe
Atlantic herringfishery, whichwere schedul edtotake effect on March 12, 2001,
have been tenporarily delayed for 60 days by Presidential directive.

Therefore, therequirenment toinstall and use a VM5 unit on vesselsinthe
directed herring fishery that caught greater than 500 nt inthe previous year,
or vessel s whose owner i ntends to harvest greater than 500 mt inthe current
year, is delayed until My 11, 2001.

Qur records showt hat you have appliedfor a Category 1 herring permt. Vessel
owners seekingtoacquire a Category 1 (WBrequired) herring permt, and vessel
owner s who have al ready acquired a Category 1 herring permt, nust install a
NMFS- appr oved VMS and submit a VMSvendor installationreceipt tothe Perm t
O fice, One Bl ackburn Drive, d oucester, MA01930-2298, no | ater t han May 11,
2001. Failure to submt such proof of installation by this date wll
automatically void the Category 1 Atlantic herring vessel permt.

Note: If your vessel al so possessesalimtedaccessfull-tinmeor part-tine
scal l op permt, whichrequires a VM5, no further proof of WBinstallationis
required (you need not submit a VMS vendor installation receipt).

I f you have any questions relatingto pernmts or want to request a permit
application, please call the Permit Ofice at 978-281-9370.

Si ncerely,

N2 AN,

Patricia A Kurkul
Regi onal Admi ni strat or




