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Dear Perm t Hol der:

The National Marine Fisheries Service (NWS) has approved final 2002
speci fications, including commercial quotas, recreational harvest
limts, and other comrerci al nanagenent neasures for the sumrer
flounder (fluke), scup (porgies) and black sea bass fisheries. This
rule was published in the Federal Register on Decenber 26, 2001

Al'l comrercial quotas are in effect beginning January 1, 2002. Al so,
begi nni ng January 1, 2002, fishing vessels issued a Feder al
noratorium permt for the sumrer flounder fishery may not | and summer
fl ounder in the states of Maine and Del aware during the 2002 cal endar
year, because those states have no 2002 commercial quota due

to overages in previous years. Dealers issued Federal dealer

permts for sumrer flounder are advised that they nay not purchase
sumrer flounder fromfederally permtted vessels that land in the
states of Maine and Del aware during the 2002 cal endar year.

Requirements related to gear nodifications are in effect beginning
February 24, 2002. This delay will provide vessel owners with tine
to make the required nodifications. The delayed requirenents are:
(1) Changes to m nimum nesh requirenments for scup and bl ack sea bass
trawl nets; (2) increased escape vent sizes for black sea bass pots
and traps; (3) an increase in the comercial m ninmum black sea bass
fish size from 10 inches to 11 inches; and (4) a reduction in the

t hreshol d bl ack sea bass possession |level that triggers the m ni num
mesh requirenent. These nmeasures are described in detail bel ow

SUMMVER FLOUNDER

For 2002, the summer flounder total allowable |Iandings (TAL) is
24.297 mllion Ib (mMb), resulting in a comrercial quota of

14.578 mM b and a recreational harvest limt of 9.719 m b. The
commercial quota is allocated by state, and adjusted to deduct for
overages of each state’s 2001 comercial quota (see table). This
year, the 2001 overages were prelimnarily determ ned based

upon landings for the period January - October 2001, as
proposed by NMFS in a regul atory anendnment. Further ;
adj ustments woul d be necessary if the regulatory amendnent j
di sapproved. .




Fi nal 2002 state-by-state commerci al summer flounder allocations.

State Per cent 2002 Initial 2001 Prelimnary Adj ust ed 2002
Share Quota (I bs) Quot a Over ages Quota (I bs)?
(I'bs)*?
ME 0. 04756 6, 933 19, 871 (12, 938)
NH 0. 00046 67 - 67
VA 6. 82046 994, 306 55, 541 938, 765
Rl 15. 68298 2, 286, 310 - 2, 286, 310
(01} 2. 25708 329, 044 - 329, 044
NY 7. 64699 1, 114, 800 - 1, 114, 800
NJ 16. 72499 2,438, 217 - 2,438, 217
DE 0. 01779 2,593 46, 240 (43, 647)
MD 2.03910 297, 266 - 297, 266
VA 21. 31676 3,107, 619 - 3,107, 619
NC 27. 44584 4,001,133 - 4,001,133
Tot al 100. 00 14, 578, 288 14,513, 221

12001 quota overages as of Cctober 31, 2001.
2

Par ent heses i ndi cate negati ve nunber.
8 Total 2002 quota is the sumof all states having an allocation. A state with a

negati ve nunber has an allocation of zero (0).

SCUP

Ef fective on February 24, 2002, otter trawl vessels issued a scup
nmoratorium permt that possess 500 | b or nore of scup from Novenmber 1
t hrough April 30, or 100 Ib or nore of scup from May 1 through October
31, nust fish with nets that have a m ni nrum mesh size of 4.5 inches
(di anond nmesh) for no nore than 25 neshes in the codend, and with at

| east 100 continuous nmeshes of 5.0-inch nmesh forward of the codend.
For trawm nets with codends (including an extension) |ess than 125
meshes, the trawl net nust have a m ni num mesh size of 4.5-inches

(di anond mesh) throughout.

For 2002, the initial scup TAL is 10.770 m b. Through the research
guota set-aside program three projects were approved that w |l

use 222,775 | b of the scup TAL. After deducting the research set-

asi de, the comrercial scup quota is 7,834,522 | b and the recreational
harvest limt is 2,712,703 Ib. The scup commercial quota is

di stri buted anong three quota periods. Each period s quota is

adj usted to deduct for overages of each period s 2001 commerci al
quota. The 2001 overages were determ ned based upon | andi ngs for the
period January - October 2001, as proposed by NMFS in the regul atory
amendnment (see table bel ow).



Fi nal 2002 scup commerci al quota all ocations.

Initial 2002 Quota 2001 Quota Adj ust ed Possessi on
2002 Quota Less Research Over ages! 2002 Quot a Limts
Set - Asi de
Peri od Per cent (I b) (1 b) (I b) (1 b) (I b)

Wnter | 45. 11 3, 608, 800 3,534, 153 16, 853 3,517, 300 10, 0002
(Jan- Apr)
Sunmmer 38. 95 3,116, 000 3,051, 546 494, 951 2, 556, 595 N A3
(May- Cct)
Wnter |1 15.94 1, 275, 200 1, 248, 823 N A 1, 248, 823 2,000
( Nov- Dec)
Tot al 100. 00 8, 000, 000 7,834,522 | b 7,322,718

1 2001 quota overages as of October 31, 2001.

2 The Wnter | landing linit will drop to 1,000 |b when 80 percent of the seasonal
all ocation is attained.

% Not Applicable.

BLACK SEA BASS

The followi ng requirenents are in effect beginning February 24, 2002:
(1) The commercial mninum fish size for black sea bass is increased to
11 inches (total length); (2) otter trawl vessels issued a black sea
bass noratoriumpermt that possess 500 |b or nore of black sea bass
fromJanuary 1 through March 31, or 100 Ib or nore of black sea bass
fromApril 1 through Decenmber 31, nmust fish with nets that have a

m ni mum nesh size of 4.5 inches (dianond nesh) applied throughout the
codend for at |east 75 continuous neshes forward of the term nus of the
net, or, for trawl nets with codends (including an extension) |ess than
75 meshes the trawl net nust have a m ni num nesh size of 4.5 inches

(di anond nmesh) throughout; and (3) the m ni num escape vent size for

bl ack sea bass pots and traps is increased to 2 3/8-inch circular, 2-
inch square, and 1-3/8 inch x 5-3/4 inch rectangular. Traps
constructed of wooden | athes nay instead enploy an escape vent
constructed by |leaving a space of at least 1-3/8 inch between a pair of
| athes in the parlor portion of the trap.

For 2002, the black sea bass TAL is 6.8 mb. Through the research
gquota set-aside program four projects were approved that w |

use 76,005 I b of the black sea bass TAL. After deducting the

research set-aside, the black sea bass comrercial quota is 3,294, 758

I b, and the recreational harvest limt is 3,429,237 |b. The black sea
bass comrercial quota is distributed by quarter. Each quarter’s quota
is adjusted to deduct for overages of each quarter’s 2001 commerci al
guota. The 2001 overages were determ ned based upon | andi ngs for the
peri od January - October 2001, as proposed by NMFS in the regul atory
amendnment (see tabl e bel ow).



Fi nal bl ack sea bass commercial quota allocations for 2002.

2002 2002 Quota 2001 Quota Adj ust ed Possessi on
Initial Less Research Over ages' 2002 Limts
Quot a Set - Asi de Quot a
Quarter Per cent (1b) (1b) (1b) (1b) (1b)
1. (Jan- Mar) 38. 64 1, 287, 485 1,273,094 53, 042 1, 220, 052 7,000
2. (Apr-Jun) 29. 26 974, 943 964, 046 107, 838 856, 208 2, 000
3. (Jul - Sep) 12. 33 410, 836 406, 244 - 406, 244 2, 000
4. (Cct-Dec) 19. 77 658, 736 651,374 N A 651, 374 2,000
Tot al 100. 00 3, 332, 000 3,294, 758 3,133,878

1 2001 quota overages as of Cctober 31, 2001.
2 Not applicabl e.

This letter does not contain all the regulatory provisions that
pertain to these species, and consequently, has no |egal force or
effect. A copy of the regulations can al so be obtained through a link
to the office of the Federal register at the NMFS Northeast Regi onal
Office's website: http://ww.nero.nnfs. gov.

This small entity conpliance guide conplies with Section 212 of the
Smal | Busi ness Regul atory Enforcement and Fairness Act of 1996.

Si ncerely,

fOF Patricia A Kurku
Regi onal Adm ni strator



