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Table 6.44A Method of Obtaining Most Recently Used Marijuana among Past Year Marijuana Users, by Age Group: Numbers in Thousands, 2009 
and 2010 

Method of Obtaining Most Recently Used Marijuana
Total 
(2009) 

Total 
(2010) 

Aged 12-17 
(2009) 

Aged 12-17
(2010) 

Aged 18-25
(2009) 

Aged 18-25
(2010) 

Aged 26+ 
(2009) 

Aged 26+ 
(2010) 

TOTAL PAST YEAR MARIJUANA USERS 28,521   29,206   3,339   3,400   10,259   10,161   14,923   15,645   
     Bought It 12,309   12,799   1,165   1,142   4,401   4,595   6,742   7,062   
     Traded for It 359   272   34   43   109   92   216   137   
     Got It Free or Shared Someone Else's 15,158   15,246   1,957   2,034   5,559   5,256   7,642   7,955   
     Grew It Yourself 329   395   39   20   81   65   209   310   
     Method Unspecified 365   495   142   161   109   153   114   180   

*Low precision; no estimate reported. 
a Difference between estimate and 2010 estimate is statistically significant at the 0.05 level. 
b Difference between estimate and 2010 estimate is statistically significant at the 0.01 level. 
Source:  SAMHSA, Center for Behavioral Health Statistics and Quality (formerly the Office of Applied Studies), National Survey on Drug Use and Health, 2009 and 2010. 
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Table 6.44B Method of Obtaining Most Recently Used Marijuana among Past Year Marijuana Users, by Age Group: Percentages, 2009 and 2010 

Method of Obtaining Most Recently Used Marijuana
Total 
(2009) 

Total 
(2010) 

Aged 12-17 
(2009) 

Aged 12-17
(2010) 

Aged 18-25
(2009) 

Aged 18-25
(2010) 

Aged 26+ 
(2009) 

Aged 26+ 
(2010) 

TOTAL PAST YEAR MARIJUANA USERS 100.0   100.0   100.0   100.0   100.0   100.0   100.0   100.0   
     Bought It 43.2   43.8   34.9   33.6   42.9   45.2   45.2   45.1   
     Traded for It 1.3   0.9   1.0   1.3   1.1   0.9   1.4   0.9   
     Got It Free or Shared Someone Else's 53.1   52.2   58.6   59.8   54.2a  51.7   51.2   50.8   
     Grew It Yourself 1.2   1.4   1.2   0.6   0.8   0.6   1.4   2.0   
     Method Unspecified 1.3   1.7   4.3   4.7   1.1   1.5   0.8   1.2   

*Low precision; no estimate reported. 
a Difference between estimate and 2010 estimate is statistically significant at the 0.05 level. 
b Difference between estimate and 2010 estimate is statistically significant at the 0.01 level. 
Source:  SAMHSA, Center for Behavioral Health Statistics and Quality (formerly the Office of Applied Studies), National Survey on Drug Use and Health, 2009 and 2010.
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Table 6.45A Source and Location Where Marijuana Was Obtained among Past Year Marijuana Users Who Bought Their Most Recently Used 
Marijuana, by Age Group: Numbers in Thousands, 2009 and 2010 

Source and Location of Bought Marijuana 
Total 
(2009) 

Total 
(2010) 

Aged 12-17 
(2009) 

Aged 12-17
(2010) 

Aged 18-25
(2009) 

Aged 18-25
(2010) 

Aged 26+ 
(2009) 

Aged 26+ 
(2010) 

TOTAL PAST YEAR MARIJUANA USERS WHO 
BOUGHT MOST RECENTLY USED MARIJUANA 12,309   12,799   1,165   1,142   4,401   4,595   6,742   7,062   
SOURCE         
     Friend 9,432   9,772   898   837   3,352   3,527   5,181   5,408   
     Relative or Family Member 483   462   24   40   132   102   327   320   
     Someone Just Met or Did Not Know Well 1,958   2,143   194   224   746   796   1,018   1,123   
     Source Unspecified 436   421   49   41   171   170   216   210   
LOCATION         
     Inside Public Building1 907   797   68   60   284   248   555   490   
     Outside in Public Area2 2,735   2,756   434   421   1,045   1,020   1,256   1,316   
     Inside School Building 202   148   88   77   81a  35   33   *   
     Outside on School Property 181   115   68   53   53   49   61   13   
     Inside Home, Apartment, or Dorm 6,925   7,230   380   399   2,479   2,715   4,065   4,116   
     Some Other Place3 170   251   15   12   50   61   105   178   
     Location Unspecified4 1,189   1,500   112   119   409   467   668   914   

*Low precision; no estimate reported. 
a Difference between estimate and 2010 estimate is statistically significant at the 0.05 level. 
b Difference between estimate and 2010 estimate is statistically significant at the 0.01 level. 
1 For example, a store, restaurant, sports arena, bar, or club. 
2 For example, a parking lot, street, or park. 
3 Some Other Place includes respondents who provided a specific location to the other-specify question (e.g., private backyard, prison, hotel room) that was not incorporated in an 

existing category. 
4 Location Unspecified includes respondents with unknown, invalid, or nonspecific responses to the other-specify question (e.g., in a car, at a concert, or at a party where the 

specific locations were not provided). 
Source:  SAMHSA, Center for Behavioral Health Statistics and Quality (formerly the Office of Applied Studies), National Survey on Drug Use and Health, 2009 and 2010. 
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Table 6.45B Source and Location Where Marijuana Was Obtained among Past Year Marijuana Users Who Bought Their Most Recently Used 
Marijuana, by Age Group: Percentages, 2009 and 2010 

Source and Location of Bought Marijuana 
Total 
(2009) 

Total 
(2010) 

Aged 12-17 
(2009) 

Aged 12-17
(2010) 

Aged 18-25
(2009) 

Aged 18-25
(2010) 

Aged 26+ 
(2009) 

Aged 26+ 
(2010) 

TOTAL PAST YEAR MARIJUANA USERS WHO 
BOUGHT MOST RECENTLY USED MARIJUANA 100.0   100.0   100.0   100.0   100.0   100.0   100.0   100.0   
SOURCE         
     Friend 76.6   76.4   77.1   73.3   76.2   76.8   76.8   76.6   
     Relative or Family Member 3.9   3.6   2.1   3.5   3.0   2.2   4.8   4.5   
     Someone Just Met or Did Not Know Well 15.9   16.7   16.7   19.6   16.9   17.3   15.1   15.9   
     Source Unspecified 3.5   3.3   4.2   3.6   3.9   3.7   3.2   3.0   
LOCATION         
     Inside Public Building1 7.4   6.2   5.8   5.3   6.5   5.4   8.2   6.9   
     Outside in Public Area2 22.2   21.5   37.2   36.8   23.7   22.2   18.6   18.6   
     Inside School Building 1.6   1.2   7.6   6.8   1.8b  0.8   0.5   *   
     Outside on School Property 1.5   0.9   5.8   4.6   1.2   1.1   0.9   0.2   
     Inside Home, Apartment, or Dorm 56.3   56.5   32.6   35.0   56.3   59.1   60.3   58.3   
     Some Other Place3 1.4   2.0   1.3   1.1   1.1   1.3   1.6   2.5   
     Location Unspecified4 9.7   11.7   9.6   10.5   9.3   10.2   9.9   12.9   

*Low precision; no estimate reported. 
a Difference between estimate and 2010 estimate is statistically significant at the 0.05 level. 
b Difference between estimate and 2010 estimate is statistically significant at the 0.01 level. 
1 For example, a store, restaurant, sports arena, bar, or club. 
2 For example, a parking lot, street, or park. 
3 Some Other Place includes respondents who provided a specific location to the other-specify question (e.g., private backyard, prison, hotel room) that was not incorporated in an 

existing category. 
4 Location Unspecified includes respondents with unknown, invalid, or nonspecific responses to the other-specify question (e.g., in a car, at a concert, or at a party where the 

specific locations were not provided). 
Source:  SAMHSA, Center for Behavioral Health Statistics and Quality (formerly the Office of Applied Studies), National Survey on Drug Use and Health, 2009 and 2010.
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Table 6.46A Source and Location Where Marijuana Was Obtained among Past Year Marijuana Users Who Obtained for Free Their Most Recently 
Used Marijuana and Who Had Not Bought or Traded for Marijuana in the Past Year, by Age Group: Numbers in Thousands, 2009 and 
2010 

Source and Location of Free Marijuana1 
Total 
(2009) 

Total 
(2010) 

Aged 12-17 
(2009) 

Aged 12-17
(2010) 

Aged 18-25
(2009) 

Aged 18-25
(2010) 

Aged 26+ 
(2009) 

Aged 26+ 
(2010) 

TOTAL PAST YEAR MARIJUANA USERS WHO 
OBTAINED FOR FREE MOST RECENTLY USED 
MARIJUANA AND WHO HAD NOT BOUGHT OR 
TRADED FOR MARIJUANA IN PAST YEAR 11,439   11,305   1,381   1,393   3,927   3,697   6,131   6,215   
SOURCE         
     Friend 9,441   8,999   1,139   1,128   3,403   3,163   4,899   4,708   
     Relative or Family Member 1,280   1,370   127   166   291   276   862   928   
     Someone Just Met or Did Not Know Well 527a  714   83   74   169   226   275   413   
     Source Unspecified 191   223   32   25   64a  32   95   166   
LOCATION         
     Inside Public Building2 398   503   30   33   100   131   268   340   
     Outside in Public Area3 1,473   1,330   347   366   487   440   639   523   
     Inside School Building 84   117   48   30   24   39   12   48   
     Outside on School Property 121   122   60   63   49   40   12   19   
     Inside Home, Apartment, or Dorm 8,137   8,190   719   735   2,977   2,749   4,441   4,706   
     Some Other Place4 224   163   25   24   53   34   146   105   
     Location Unspecified5 1,002   880   153   143   237   264   612   473   

*Low precision; no estimate reported. 
a Difference between estimate and 2010 estimate is statistically significant at the 0.05 level. 
b Difference between estimate and 2010 estimate is statistically significant at the 0.01 level. 
1 Respondents who reported that they had bought or traded for marijuana in the past year or who had missing data for whether they bought or traded for marijuana in the past year 

were excluded from this analysis. 
2 For example, a store, restaurant, sports arena, bar, or club. 
3 For example, a parking lot, street, or park. 
4 Some Other Place includes respondents who provided a specific location to the other-specify question (e.g., private backyard, prison, hotel room) that was not incorporated in an 

existing category. 
5 Location Unspecified includes respondents with unknown, invalid, or nonspecific responses to the other-specify question (e.g., in a car, at a concert, or at a party where the 

specific locations were not provided). 
Source:  SAMHSA, Center for Behavioral Health Statistics and Quality (formerly the Office of Applied Studies), National Survey on Drug Use and Health, 2009 and 2010. 
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Table 6.46B Source and Location Where Marijuana Was Obtained among Past Year Marijuana Users Who Obtained for Free Their Most Recently 
Used Marijuana and Who Had Not Bought or Traded for Marijuana in the Past Year, by Age Group: Percentages, 2009 and 2010 

Source and Location of Free Marijuana1 
Total 
(2009) 

Total 
(2010) 

Aged 12-17 
(2009) 

Aged 12-17
(2010) 

Aged 18-25
(2009) 

Aged 18-25
(2010) 

Aged 26+ 
(2009) 

Aged 26+ 
(2010) 

TOTAL PAST YEAR MARIJUANA USERS WHO 
OBTAINED FOR FREE MOST RECENTLY USED 
MARIJUANA AND WHO HAD NOT BOUGHT OR 
TRADED FOR MARIJUANA IN PAST YEAR 100.0   100.0   100.0   100.0   100.0   100.0   100.0   100.0   
SOURCE         
     Friend 82.5   79.6   82.5   81.0   86.7   85.6   79.9   75.8   
     Relative or Family Member 11.2   12.1   9.2   11.9   7.4   7.5   14.1   14.9   
     Someone Just Met or Did Not Know Well 4.6a  6.3   6.0   5.3   4.3a  6.1   4.5   6.7   
     Source Unspecified 1.7   2.0   2.3   1.8   1.6   0.9   1.6   2.7   
LOCATION         
     Inside Public Building2 3.5   4.5   2.2   2.3   2.5   3.5   4.4   5.5   
     Outside in Public Area3 12.9   11.8   25.1   26.3   12.4   11.9   10.4   8.4   
     Inside School Building 0.7   1.0   3.5   2.1   0.6   1.1   0.2   0.8   
     Outside on School Property 1.1   1.1   4.3   4.5   1.2   1.1   0.2   0.3   
     Inside Home, Apartment, or Dorm 71.1   72.4   52.1   52.7   75.8   74.4   72.4   75.7   
     Some Other Place4 2.0   1.4   1.8   1.7   1.3   0.9   2.4   1.7   
     Location Unspecified5 8.8   7.8   11.0   10.3   6.0   7.1   10.0   7.6   

*Low precision; no estimate reported. 
a Difference between estimate and 2010 estimate is statistically significant at the 0.05 level. 
b Difference between estimate and 2010 estimate is statistically significant at the 0.01 level. 
1 Respondents who reported that they had bought or traded for marijuana in the past year or who had missing data for whether they bought or traded for marijuana in the past year 

were excluded from this analysis. 
2 For example, a store, restaurant, sports arena, bar, or club. 
3 For example, a parking lot, street, or park. 
4 Some Other Place includes respondents who provided a specific location to the other-specify question (e.g., private backyard, prison, hotel room) that was not incorporated in an 

existing category. 
5 Location Unspecified includes respondents with unknown, invalid, or nonspecific responses to the other-specify question (e.g., in a car, at a concert, or at a party where the 

specific locations were not provided). 
Source:  SAMHSA, Center for Behavioral Health Statistics and Quality (formerly the Office of Applied Studies), National Survey on Drug Use and Health, 2009 and 2010.
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