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2015 ERIC Collection
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2015 ERIC Sources
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2015 Products and Services
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ERIC Users
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Key ERIC Users
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Who Provides ERIC Content?
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Agreements with Publishers
 Selected new sources for indexing based on 
collection priorities
 59 journals
 28 grey literature sources

 Total of 1,017 journals and 804 grey literature 
sources in ERIC 
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2015 ERIC Content
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Content Comparison – 2011 
and 2015
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ERIC Content – All Years
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New ERIC Infographic
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How Research Becomes an ERIC 
Record – Source Selection
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How Research Becomes an ERIC 
Record – Processing and Update
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Revisions to the ERIC Selection 
Policy

16



Biggest Policy Change – Peer 
Review 
 Includes an enhanced peer-review criterion:
 Defines peer-review processes ERIC accepts (blind or expert 

peer review)

 Extends the peer-review flag to qualified grey 
literature
 Defines how the peer-review flag is applied: 
 For journals, determined at the journal level/applied to all 

records
 For reports and papers, may be assigned to all content or 

specific series or types of publications 

 Allows online submissions not funded by IES to show 
proof of peer review
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What is the Impact?
 Approximately 100 new records marked as peer-
reviewed
 Peer-reviewed grey literature will appear in search 
results as well as journal records
 Elevate the status of grey literature
 Learn more in two archived webinars at                             
http://eric.ed.gov/?multimedia
Changes to ERIC’s Peer-Review Policy
ERIC Town Hall Meeting
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Other Selection Policy 
Changes
 Criteria: Language – added requirements for 
multi-language journals:
 80% of articles must be in English
 ERIC will only index articles written in English

 Preservation Policy – ERIC indexes materials in 
perpetuity 
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Thesaurus Update
 The Thesaurus is the backbone of ERIC– it is how 
we index our content  
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How the Thesaurus is Updated
 High level of literary warrant (more than 1,000 term 
occurrences in ERIC literature)

Multiple user and ERIC indexer requests 

 Promotes indexing consistency
 Reflects the language of ERIC users

 Aligns the Thesaurus with the ANSI/NISO standard
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The 2015 Thesaurus Update
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Learn More About the 
Thesaurus
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New Projects/Future 
Enhancements
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 Restoring unreadable PDFs

 Improving the identifier field

 Adding hyperlinks in ERIC records



Restoring Unreadable PDFs 

 History
1960s: ERIC was purely microfiche and paper system
2000s: ERIC converts microfiche to PDF
2010s: ERIC converts microfiche to readable PDFs
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OCRing of a Crisp Document
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OCRing of a Non-Crisp 
Document – Example 1
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Image:

Alternate Text (uncorrected):



OCRing of a Non-Crisp 
Document – Example 2
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Image:

Alternate Text
(uncorrected):



ERIC Identifiers 
What are identifiers?
 Proper nouns that add specificity in indexing not  

possible with descriptors alone

 Three categories of identifiers: 
 Geographic Location
 Laws and Legislation  
 Tests and Measures
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Improving the Identifier Field
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Searching Using Identifiers
 Examples of searches using identifiers:
What work has been done in Tennessee on reading? 

Search reading identifier:Tennessee
What studies have used the FCAT as a measure of 

achievement? Search identifier:"Florida Comprehensive 
Assessment Test"
Are there any studies that use the Woodcock Johnson 

assessment in Indiana? Search identifier:"Woodcock
Johnson Tests of Cognitive Ability" identifier:"Indiana"
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http://eric.ed.gov/?q=reading+identifier:tennessee+
http://eric.ed.gov/?q=identifier:%22Florida+Comprehensive+Assessment+Test%22
http://eric.ed.gov/?q=identifier:%22Woodcock+Johnson+Tests+of+Cognitive+Ability%22+identifier:%22Indiana%22


Standardizing Language 
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Improving Geographic 
Locations
 Adding consistency to how U.S. cities are 
identified
Examples: Philadelphia, Pennsylvania (Philadelphia)
Approach: Standardize using the identifier format of 

State name (City name) for all prior records with cities 
and new records added to ERIC

 Eliminating state regional references
Examples: Alabama (Northeast), Arizona (South)
Approach: Convert identifiers incorporating state 

regions to use state names
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Adding Hyperlinks to ERIC 
Records
 Hyperlinks will help users find more information 
on:
 IES publications
 IES grant funding
What Works Clearinghouse Study Review Guides 
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IES Publications - Example 1
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IES Publications - Example 2
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Grant Funding Information
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What Works Clearinghouse 
Study Review Guides
Who was the study conducted on? 

What is the design of the study?

 Are there any methodological concerns with the 
study (e.g., regarding attrition from the study and 
the equivalence of the groups at the start of the 
study)?
What are the results?

38



Q&A

Questions?

For questions following the webinar, send an email 
to ERICRequests@ed.gov
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