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WASHINGTON’S BOHEMIA
(1930s-1970s)

Several of the former stables in
St. Matthew’s Court were used in
the early 1930s as artists’ studios
and residences. A Washington Post
Article from 1934 compared this
“labyrinth of studios” to New York’s
Greenwich Village and Paris’ Latin
Quarter. The alley was also home to
the Theater Lobby - Washington’s
quaint off-Broadway theater that
operated from the 1950s-70s.
Artistsandentertainerswith studios
in St. Matthew’s Court included:

Brian Brown, Artist/Caricaturist
Catherine Critcher, Artist

Bjorn Egeli, Portrait Painter

Christian D. Hemmick, Actor

Bruce Moore (1905-1980), Artist

Dan Rhodes, Mural Painter

Edward Rowan (1898-1946), Sculptor
George Julian Zoinay, Sculptor
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:Efﬂ Close by on every side, Washington's noisy traffic
i throbs . . , bur within the haven of St. Matthew's Coutr,
| silence hangs like 2 veil. Here is the Capital’s Bohemia
. « 2 little labyrinth of studios, formerly stablas, where
live painters, sculprors and artists are supposed to have 2
peculiar genius for other things besides painting., Yer,
while New York’s Greenwich Village may be fertile
ground for wild life and Paris® Latin Quarter the perfect
setting for Bacchanalian orgics . . . Washington's Bohemia
has only decorum, peace, 2 certain quaint, well-flavored
beauty . . . and 2 white rabbit named Kiki. Virginia Lee
Warren introduces Post readers to St Matthew’s Court
in a fascinating story today,

Turn to Page 17

(Left) Edward Beatty Rowan in his St.
Matthew’s Court studio and apartment,
Washington D.C. ca. 1932 / Lewis P.
Woltz, photographer. Edward Beatty

Rowan papers, Archives of American Art,
Smithsonian Institution.

(Top) “Washington’s Bohemia,”
Washington Post, November 7, 1934
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(Top) Christian Hemmick (Actor who
lived in St. Matthew’s Court), Library of
Congress Prints and Photographs Division

Washington, D.C.

(Left) “3 Summer Plays at Theater Lobby,”
Washington Post, May 26, 1967.



