
 

   

Nepal Literature Festival 2017 set to enthrall Lake City 

 
25 January, 2017 (Pokhara): Nepal Literature Festival, the country’s only international 
literary extravaganza, is all set to begin in Pokhara from January 27. The sixth edition of the 
Festival will be held in Pardi, Pokhara from 27 to 30 January. The festival will bring together a 
host of litterateurs, academics, journalists, artists, thinkers and musicians for a vibrant 
celebration of words and ideas, culture, music and creative expressions. This free-for-all event 
will provide a platform for healthy discussions and dialogues on contemporary issues. 

In a press conference organized by the organizers, Poet and Writer Saraswati Pratikshya said, 
“It is a matter of great pride that the Nepal Literature Festival is being held for the second time 
in Pokhara. This literary celebration has established itself as a much respected brand and will 
elevate the lake city’s literary and cultural status. It will be a wonderful stage to highlight 
national literary trends, while encouraging interaction with international thinkers.” 
 
Each year, the Festival provides a forum for debates on a host of issues ranging from gender to 
politics, history to literature, economics to society. This year, the festival will showcase close to 
40 sessions divided into two venues, encompassing nearly 100 participants. Some highly 
awaited sessions include those with international writers – conversations with eminent 
sociologist and historian Ramachandra Guha, popular writer Durjoy Datta, as well as the 
finest contemporary writer in Hindi, Uday Prakash. A translated collection of Uday Prakash’s 
collection of stories, Nail cutter, will be launched during the event. Bhutanese journalist 
Namgay Zam will be part of the discussions. A special literary supplement – Harpan – was also 
launched during the press conference, targeted at the festival. This magazine has interviews, 
write-ups, anecdotes and information on the Nepal Literature Festival and its attendees.  
 
Shedding light on the goals, Festival Director Ajit Baral said, “Through the celebration, we hope 
to enhance Pokhara’s status as a literary city, and also contribute towards a boost in tourism. 
We have focused on including musical performances and events on each day to further engage 
and interest the audience. This is a new effort from our side.” 
 
Another anticipated event of the festival is a special and novel show put by eminent artists 
Madan Krishna Shrestha and Haribansha Acharya. This will be a one-of-a kind performance.  
The festival also has other unique opportunities lined up for the audience, including a painting 
exhibition, book signings, discounts, poetry and gazal recitations, as well as special musical 
performances. The festival will run from 11:00 AM to 6:00 PM each day at the Nepal Tourism 
Board premises in Damside, Pardi, Pokhara. The festival has extended its time by one hour each 
day compared to previous editions. 
 
Another specialty this year is that all sessions will be broadcast live, and social media channels 
will constantly update audience about the festival. It can be viewed live through Youtube 
channel: Nepal Literature Festival. Inviting everyone to the festival, Upendra Poudel, president 
of the Random Readers' Society, said, “Each of the sessions has been designed to entertain and 
engage, make the audience interact and take part. This is a celebration of literary vibes, art and 
creative energy.” Meanwhile, Creative Artists’ Group (Sirjanshil Kalakar Samuha) will be 
exhibiting works by its members during the Festival. President of the group, Surya Baraili, said, 
“We are delighted to be exhibiting our works, because there cannot be a better forum than the 
literature festival for showcasing art works, as art and literature feed and enrich each other." 
 

- ENDS  -  



 

NOTES TO THE EDITOR: 

About the organizers: 

The festival is organized by the Bookworm Foundation, a not-for-profit organization dedicated to the 
world of words. The Foundation is a collective of publishers, journalists and writers. The Foundation 
envisaged a grand and all-encompassing literary festival in Nepal to promote writing, the arts and 
aesthetics, which led them to bring forth the festival. The Nepal Literature Festival has been held for five 
consecutive editions – 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014 and 2016. The festival this year is co-organized by 
Random Readers’ Society, a book discussion group committed to the promotion of Nepali arts, culture 
and literature 

Sponsors: 

Nepal Literature Festival has the following official sponsors: Nepal Telecom and Nepal Tourism Board. 
Nepal Telecom is the country’s leading communications service provider, which has stood by us in our 
literary efforts. Nepal Tourism Board is the national organization responsible for all tourism activities in 
the country. Our International Airlines Partner is Nepal Airlines, the national flag carrier, while our 
Domestic Airlines Partner is Buddha Air, the safest domestic carrier. Our Local Mobility Partner is 
Trithunga Tours and Travels, which is providing the best possible hospitality to our guests.  

 

For further enquiries, please contact: 

Ajit Baral 

Festival Director 

9851115753 

ajitbaral@gmail.com 

 

 

For festival updates: 

Website:  http://nepalliteraturefestival.com/   

Facebook:  www.facebook.com/nepalliteraturefestival  

Instagram:  www.instagram.com/nepallitfest  

Twitter:  www.twitter.com/nepallitfest   

Youtube:  https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC6yYuLFiL6OczSjRaqJuwSg  

Hashtag: #nepallitfest #NLF2017  

 

 

Full list of festival participants: Aahuti, Aditya Adhikari, Amar Nyaupane, Amit Dhakal, Amrit Gurung, Amrit 

Subedi, Bairagi Kainla, Basanta Basnet, Basanta Thapa, Bhupal Rai, Bhupin, Bibek Shrestha (Kandara), Bimal 

Acharya, Binod Baniya, Birendra Bahadur Basnet, Bishwa Paudel, Buddhisagar, Chaitanya Mishra, Chandra 

Kishore, C.K Lal, Devendra Bhattarai, Dhruba Chandra Gautam, Dipendra Shrestha, Durjoy Datta, Hon. Gagan 

Thapa, Ganesh Paudel, Ghanashyam Bhusal, Gunaraj Luitel, Hari Bahadur Gandharba, Hari Bahadur Thapa, Hari 

Sharma, Harihar Birahi, Haribansha Acharya, Hima Bista, Ishwor Mani Adhikari, Jiba Lamichanne, Jiwan Kshetri, 

Kalpana Chiluwal, Kanak Mani Dixit, Kapil Sharma, Kedar Sharma, Kedar Bhakta Mathema, Khagendra 

Sangraula, Kiran Nepal, Kripa Joshi (Miss Moti), Kulman Ghising, Kumar Nagarkoti, Kusumakar Neupane, Laxmi 

Sharma, Lochan Rijal, Madan Krishna Shrestha, Mahesh Bikram Shah, Narayan Dhakal, Namgay Zam, Narayan 

Gandharba, Narayan Wagle, Nayanraj Pandey, Nabaraj Parajuli, Neeva Shah, Omprakash Aryal, Prabha 

Bhattarai, Pranika Koyu, Pushkar Shah, Hon. Rabindra Adhikari, Rabindra Samir, Rajan Mukarung, Rajendra 

Dahal, Rajendra Parajuli, Rambhakta Jojiju, Ramchandra Guha, Raamesh, Raamesh Koirala, Ramlal Joshi, Richa 

Bhattarai, Sabitri Gautam, Samriddhi Rai, Saraswoti Pratikshya, Saraswati Shrestha Saru, Sarita Tiwari, 

Shakuntla Joshi, Shiva Gaule, Shivani Singh Tharu, Shubha Kayastha, Subin Bhattarai, Sudhir Sharma, Sujit 

Mahat, Swarnim Wagle, Tirtha Shrestha, Upendra Paudel, Uday Prakash, Yangesh  
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