
THE 

-

FOR RELEASE 
OCT. 3, P. M. 

SITUATION 
BUREAU OF AGRICULTURAL ECONOMICS 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

_·_L_Ms_-_7 __________ ~-«nB AUGUST-SEPTEMBER 19Q.7 

-~------------------------------------------
In thla laaue: 

RELATIONSHIP OF EXPENDITURES FOR MEAT 
TO CONSUMER INCOMES. 

----------~~~~~---·-·------.-~---····-:----------

RETAIL VALUE OF MEAT CONSUMED AND DISPO ~BLE 
INCOME, PER PERSON, UN I TED STATES, 1920- rr',y1cu L\'0':~/, 

INDEX NUMBERS ( 1935-39•100) '---- ···-/ 

240 

220 

200 

180 

160 

i40 

120 

too 

80 

DlsposabJ, Jnoome t~ 

1925 1930 1935 1940 1945 
•CALCULATED FROM TOTAL CONSUMPTION (CIVILTJIN AND MILITARY) AND AVERAGE RETAIL PRICES 
t DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE DI.TA t929 -46; FOR EARLIER YEARS, ESTIMATED 

DATA FOR /94? ARB TENTATIVE INDICATIONS 

19p0 

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE NEG. 41151 BUREAU OF AGRICULTURAL ECONOMICS 

1/ 
.) 

The value of meat consumed {quantity consumed times its retail value) has been 
closely related to consumer i'ncomes except during and Immediately following thewarwhen 
Prices were held down by price controls. Even though meat supplies per person In 19~7 
have been large, meat prices have pushed to new peaks by the strong demand resulting 
chiefly from record high consumer Incomes. Expenditures for meat this year apparently 
are even greater than usual relative to consumer incomes. 
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Approved by the Outlook and Situation Board September 25, 1847 

SUMMARY· 

Despite lare~e meat output fQr the month, meat and meat animal prices set 
new records in September. 'Ne:w high levels of consumer incomes are holding demand 
for meat unusually strong. 

The value of the meat consumed in this country depends almost wholly on the 
amount of money people have to spend. People want to buy more meat and will spend 
MOre for meat as t~eir incomes increase. This is shown. by studies of the pre•war 
relotion between disposable income per person--the amount of money left for .spending 
and saving after personal taxes are deducted--and the value of meat consumed. This 
year, it is estimated that both disposable income and the estimated retail value of 
meat consumed per person will set new records·. 

Price changes in meat and meat a.nimals during the next few months will 
chiefly reflect seasonal changes in slaughter supplies and meat output. 

A moderate seasonal decline in hog prices through fall and early winter is 
expectPd as 1947 spring pigs are marketed in.greatest volume, Little~ if any~ 
decline in prices of fed cattle are expected during the next few months in view of 
the small Marketings in prospect. Prices of gre.ss-fat cattle may decline moderately 
~lthouch they will be supported by a strong demand for slaughter. Prices of lambs 
are likely to increase again after the seasonal marketing pee.k, usually in October:. 
is passed·. 

Meat prod•.lction this fall and early winter is expected to be about equal tCI 
the large output a year earlier. Slaughter of cattle probably will continue large, 
although the number of fed cattle for slaughter will be relatively small because of 
the small number of cattle now on feed and this year's reduced grain harvest. More· 
hogs mfl,y be slaught~red this fall and early winter thB.n a year earlier, reflecting 
earlier marketings of the slightly larger number of pigs saved in the spring of 1947 
than in 1946• But h:ogs may not be fed to as heavy weights as last fall and·· pork. 
output ma;.r be sma)1er~ The 1~47 lamb crop was 9 percent less than last year and 
lamb slaughter this fall and V<iinter will contimue under that of a year earlier. 

TotF:l :meat production :this year propably will be about the sa:rne as last year 
(23 billion po1.1:nds dressed meat basis), and about a third. grE=ater than in·l~37-4l. 
Beef production will be cons~~erably r.reater than last year and probAbly will b~ a 
new record. Hog slaughter for the year may total 2 to 3 mill ion head less than · · 
last year's tot~l. Sheep and lamb slaughter will be considerably under 1946 and will' 
be the .smallest since 1929e 

(For release October 3, p:m.) 
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. OUTLOOK 

Moat-Animal Prices Set New Highes; Seasonal 
-r5ucline in Hog Prlce-~ in Prospec-r--

Livostock prices reached new record's ih. August and early September. Prices 
received by farmers for all meat animals in mid-August a.verabed slightly higher 
than the previous. record of last March, almost 19 perce'nt hi~her than in August 
1946 just before price controls were reimposed, and 62 percettt higher than in May 
1919, the pe&k reuched after World W&.r I. Prices were even highor.in mid-September. 

Farmers' prices for beef cattle averaged a record $20.20 per hundred pounds 
in mid-September. Cattle prices h.ave been rising almost steadily for nearly 
2 years f:lnd continued to advance in late J,ugust' and early Septembe'r. The in- · 
creas~ from January to September this year was greater than from June 1946, when 
price controls v,ere in effect, to November 1946, th~ peak after they·he.d been 
removed. 

Exceptionally strong demand. for slaughter cattle in mid-September held prices 
of stockers Eind feeders high, espech•lly the heavy, well-fleshed kinds. Because of 
e. continued strong demand for beef, prices of· the better. brades of fed cattle are 
likely to decline less than seuson&lly us cattle marketings increase this fall. 
Th'3 .S'.lppl;>' C?f grain-fed cattle for market this fall t~nd early winter probably will 
be .one of the SJTJalJ.est in several years. If an unusue.lly lare;e proportion of 
soft and wet corn is harvested this fall as in 1(145, demand 'for feeding stock may 
be inc c·ee.sed. D\ft wHh the reduced supply of i'eed gntins for the next feeding 
~ear, feeders ar~ ~ik0ly to purchuse heavief cattle than usual and feed them for 
a shorter period. ·Viith redHead feed suprlies, they may also red1 . .we the number 
fed as well. 

A moderote seasonl'.l.l decline in hog prices. is in prospect which may last 
through D~cember. Last year, prices of barrows and gilts at Chicago declined 
$2.62 per hundred pounds from the high in November to the loW ·in the third week in 
December. This was about the !;.VerHge decline for th!:~.t sef:lson. This yetlr' s spring 
pig crop was sli~htly ~reater than lant year. Because of the short corn cr6p, 
marl:etings are expected to be ot>.rlier with a largur proportion marketed iri' October· 
December than· in that q\..l.art8r. t"' ;)'ear ugo. However, reduced market weights are in 
prospect t..nd pork output this fa 11 may be less. than a. yeB.r earlier. 

In mid-September, prices of barrows and gilts.and sows at Chicago were higher 
. than in either Hurch 1S'47 or in late 1946, Avorat;e prices of butcher hogs at 

Chic&go advanced erouno. $6.4;0 po21r hundred pounds ±:rom Hny to mid-September this 
yenr. Tho inct'<:J&.Sc in sow prices was. slightly greater. 

Prices of good &.nd choice slf:lugnter l&mbs ut Chiuebo set t1 new record of 
$25.75 per hundred pounds during the ·week endint, July '19. In early September, 
prices v.ere almost e s high as the Jul;( poak. Prices in e&rly SE:ptember were con
sid(.·rably 11-bove those being receivt:d for fed hmbs last January-: .. qe.rcht and &.bove 
those in lt~te 1946, €<fter price controls endo8d. StocJ.:er and feeder lamb prices 
in narly September were the highest of record. 

Prices of l~mbs are 
buen re&ch0d this f~ll. 
remainder of 1947 and in 
will dvpend in part upon 

likely to increase ago.in after the peak in slaughter has 
Fewt>r lambs are on hand for ff;eding or sl!:..ughter in the 
early l84tl thr-n e, year earlier. DeJmand for feeding lambs 
winter wheE~t pasture conditions in the Great Plains. 



. . 
1947 Beef Out'):lut Grentest on necord; 

Fall Hog Slaughter to be
~terT~in: 1fl.46 -

. '~ . ·, 

He{l.t production this year probably will totAl around 23 billion. uounds, 
dressed meat ·basis, about :the s~m~ ns in 1946, .and almost e. third r;reater than the 
nverf1g:e for .1937.:..41. Cattle slaur:hter this 'rear is setti.n~" e. new hi,.,.h record" Beef 
prodnction is .likel)r to exceed the previotJS record of 10<3 billion pouncls in 1945, 
a~d will be .substantially p:reflter thrm the 194.6 production of 9a4. billion pounds. 
Ce.lf sle.u~hter will be f."reater thm jn 1"946, but probebly will not come uu to that 
of either 1944 or 1945, the two le.r,.,.est veers on record. On the othe.r hend, hoi" 
sleu~hto'r this· '.retlr v:ill be uerhaps 2 to 3 million hee.d below 1946o Pork outuut will 
probably be the smallest since 194L Lamb and rmtton uroduction for the ve~>r nrob
ably will be around 200 million pounds less tben the 970 million uounds produced in 
1946, and the smallest since l929o 

Total meat uroduction in tr.e first quarter of 1947 anN\rE)ntly was less thfln a 
year earlier •. , But in the second e.nd third quorters 011tnut subst\1'3.nti«lly exceeded 
tho same periods· ·of 1946. Cattle slauo-hter under Federal Insprc;ction durin::>: July vms 
a record for the month. In Aur.:ust, however, sbu,.,.rter was 2 uercent bAlow August 
1946: $.nd the S"'la11est for tre month since 1943., Tre small number of cattle on ~rnin 
feed a'nd the. delayed movement of o-ra2s cattle accounted for the' relatively srM.ll 
slaur:hter in Aup:ust. .A.. record· nnmber. of calves were ld lled ~nder Federnl insuection 
in ,July. In Au[!;ust·, calf slanr:hter wus excer:ded onlv in 1944. Last year, slo.ur:hter 
of cattle was larfl'e durinr: Jui.v and A_ur:ust vrhen nrice controls ·were temporarily 
removed. 

I~. now apnears that totnl m0at otJ.tP\lt in the final Quo.rter of 1947 will be 
modere.sely .less. thrm a 're.'\r earl"i.er and the smsllest since -l942., The nun:.ber of hor:s 
slaur'htered _pro.bably will be at le?st as larr:e e.s a year earlier" Pork production 
is expected to be less, however, because hor:s will be marketed· at lirr.hter. wei~Thts 
because of the reduced corn cropo Sheep Pnd lamb slau~;hter pr.obably will continuo 
less than a year earlier, chiefly bccau~e fewer lambs ,;rere ro.is~d t.his 'rear. Belt 
cn.lf slau(J'hter. iJ:,l October-December may exceed t1·e le.r•'"e slau~hter of late 1946. 
Slnur,hter of beef-type calves is exPected t.o continue unusually le.rrrec Current 
trend~ in cattle slaur:hter su~~ast that be~f production in :the fourth auarter this 
year may t:~lso be r-reater thnn in th0.t· DFJriod ~f 1946 0 -

Fed OattlQ Harketin~<;s to be Small - . ---
Because of ·reduced feed suunlieG and the smaller rilunber · o·f·cettle on feed for 

market, there will be a rele.tivelv smo.ll number of fed cattle· slaurhtered :durinl" 
1948. The decrease from a year e~rlier in marketings of these cat~le will be most 
pronounced durinr: the summer o.nd enrly f,.llo 

January-June shipments of stocker end feeder cattle to 8 Corn Belt States were 
19 percent e;reFJ.ter than a yef-1r earlier. Julv sl,ipmentr; however, v:cre 11 percent 
less than the la:te.:e shipments of July 1 '946, but were o-reater then for any other July 
of record. Shipments of stocker end feeder cPttle to 8 Corn Belt Stf\.tes in Au~ust 
were 39 percent less than a yenr earliero 
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Table 1.- Meat animal 
. 8 

pr~ces per 100 pounds, World Wars I and II g 
--- - (.M,Qnthly averages) ___ t-3 

:Beginr..ing: End :After removal: • --ln 

Corr.modity 

Chicago: 
--corn Belt Beef Steers: 

Choice and Prirr.e 
Good 
Medium 
Common 
All grades 

Peak 
World War I 

period 

~world War: World : of ~rice : :September !;d 
II : War. II : ~on rols : Recrod : 1947, ~ 

:September: Augt:st ! November : high • average ta 
1939 : 1945 : 1946. 1/ : prices ; 3 weeks ~ 

--- --- --- ---- . -· -- . _... 
Dollars Dollars Dollars 

10.85 
l0o20 

9()00 
7.22 

10~23 

17.,25 
l5e98 
13 .. 38 
llo23 
16.42 

Dollars 

32.,40 
25.63 
l9a63 
15~30 

23~64 

Doll~ Dollars ~ 
~ 

32.40 ~Novo 1946) 32o76 
28 .. 2'7 Aug., 1947) 29.49 

24 ~30 (J"uly 1947) 22 .. 73 
20.,13 (June 1947) 18.,11 
28~84 (Aug. 1947) 29"65 

All purchases of hogs :2lo85 (July 1919) . ·7 ..44 
7 .77· 
6.95 
9.,73 

14~51 24c07 27 .. 10 _(Mar. l947) 26.45 
Barrows and g~lts, all grades 
Sows, a~l grades 
Slaughter lambs: good & choice d9,.37 (Feb .. 1920) 

Kansas City: 
--Stocker and ·Feede:.r Steers 

Average of all-grades 

Omaha: 
Feeding lambs, good & choice 

U~ S. Price received by Farmers 
Beef cattle · 
Veal calves 
Hogs 
Sheep 
Lambs 

~ 

. 
~y'17 o03 (Feb.l920) 

~ . 
ll.,38 {ltpre 1919) 
l3o38{Aug. 1919) 
20ol2 (July 1919) 
12.,25(May 1918) 

: 15.,60 (Apr~ 1918) 

8.02 

8.33 

7o36 
8.,.81 
6w88 
3o84 
.7~84 

l4o75 24.19 27 <36 (Mar. 194-'7) 28,21 I 

l4o00 23~23 24 .4·5: (MarD 1947) · 24.,59 ()) 
l4o32 23o67 24 .. 46 (July 1947) 25.01 I 

13?08 16.,30 2Io91 (July 1947) 22 ... .06 

14o53 17,77 2lo31 (Aug. 194?) 22.86 

12~40 16o20 20.20 (Sept. 1947) 3/ 20.20 
13"3-o 16 .. 70 21o70 {Sept. 1947) ¥ 21.,70 
14<'00 23.-00 21~20 (Sept~ 1947) ~ 21~20 
. 6.,39 7o70 8.78 (May 1947) 3/ 8.62 
12.90 18.50 21~60 (Se~t. 1947) ~ 21~60 

y Final decontrol of prices on October 15. y Medium and choice. y Price September 15. 
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. Marketings of' grass cattle tntis fall and winter apparently will be 
large. Slaughter' of steers has been very large throughout this year. Cow 
and heifer· slaughter under Federal inspection in Janua.ry~Julywas the 
largest proportion of' total cattle slaughter for the season since 1938. 
The large slaughter of' all classes of' cattle indicates that cattlemen are 
sharply ·reducing cattle numbers this year~· 

Hog-corn Price Ratio Below Average 
.§_ow ill.irketings Large ---

The hog-corn price ratio in early September was below the long-time 
·average for the third month after having been unusually high from November 
1946 to May 1947.. The drop rasulted fro~ higher corn prices which have 
been at record levels, reflecting prospects for a small cr·op and strong 
demando 

The total supply of' feed concentrates for the 1947-48 feeding season 
(October-September) 1 according to September 1 crop conditions will be 141 
million tons.. This wou1d be 13 percent less than the large 1946-47" supply 
and smaller than in other recent ;p a~s, but slightly larger '):;han the 193'1-·41 
averagec. With fewer livestock to b9 fed than in recent yea.rs,g the prospective 
supply per animal unit is moderately below the average for the past few years 
and equal to the 1937-41 averageo 

It is expe<;ted that the average slaughter weight of hogs will be 
lighter in the nex-t 12 months than in the past yearo However, slaughter 
weights may not reach the low pre··war levels~ The average live weight of 
hogs slaughtered under Federal inspection was 230 pounds·in 1936-40, 241 
pounds in 1941 1 and reached a record of' 265 pounds in 1945g In the first 
week of September this year the average weight of all hogs slaughtered under 
Federal inspection was 277 pounds.7 22 pounds greater than the average of' a 
year earlier., Part of the increased average weight this year is due to a 
larger·-than-usual propo:r-tion of' sows slaughtered., 

The number of' sews marketed dur·ing July and August apparently was the 
largest, relative to March-April farrowings.? since at least 1943e In most 
years, peak f'arrowings of spring pigs occur- in April with March being second 
high,.. Peak marketings and slaughter of sows usually 6c cur in July or 
August() The number of sows sold at 7 markets in July this year was the 
gre.atest for any month since Au.gust 1943 ~ Sow sales made up 41 percGnt of' 
total hog sales at 7 markets in July compared with the 1938-42 average of 
30 percent for that month, Through August and early September the number 
of sows marketed also continued large., 

~ 1:~!: ~rop .smalJes~,:!!: ~§_ Y~:_s_ 

The 1947 lamb crop totaled 2214 million headJ 2 c-3 million head less 
than the 1946 crop~ l0u2.million less than the record 1941 crop~ and the 
smallest in 22 years" Next year~ s lamb crop 1:romises to be even smaller 
because of a further reduction this year in the number of,ewes of' breeding 
age" 
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Federally. inspected. sheep an~ lap1b sl.aughter .. in the firs.t 8 m~:mth.s of 
1947 totalep 23 percent. less .than: a y~·a.r .. ~&rliero There. were 20 .'percent·· fewer 
lambs and yearlings si.a\lg.htereQ. and· 4~ percent· fewer ·mature sheep sle.ug~tered 
in January-July .than a year ea.ri~ern. . . . 

It now seems probable that fewe.r iamb's will. be fed this fall and winter· 
than a year earlier. IQ1:0st of the reduc·h'on in this year 1 s lamb crop was in thE~ 
Western Sheep States, the source of most of the lambs for feeding., In ge.ner~l,. 
lambs in the Western States have made good gains this year anQ_ a larger-than
usual part of the crop will be in slaughter condition • 

. Shorn wool -production in 1947 is estimat.ed at 256 million pounds, ,a per
cent less than in 1946, and the .smallest .since J.925~ Domestic output of yvool . 
this year will be less thari one third of Un~ted Sta~e s mill corisumptior+ of 
apparel wool. However, dealers and the Commodity Credit Corporation at the .. 
beginning of the present shearing season had enough domestic and foreign wool 
on hand in thi:S country for abo-ut 9 month's consumpFon at the, curr~nt rate. 

Since 1~~2 domestic wool prices have been fai;rly stable as the CCC has 
purchased most of the Unite-d States productiono The average price re.ceived by 
farmers for wool in Aug1.].st was 40 cents per pound. Wool prices in each of the 
past 6 years have been the highest· since 1925. 

RE~T IONSHI:P "F EXPENQ ITURES ;FOR ~.11EAT. TO CONSUMER INCOMES 

By Grover J, Sims 
. . 

The. s·ize and distribution of consumer incomes. plays· a very ·important .Part 
in the dollar value of meat' purchased •. With a given supply of _meat the consumer 
demand, for thl',t meat--and thus its pri?e--is determined largely by how much money 
people have and who. has _it. consumers in the ··united States will spend the largest 
amount or'money on record for meat in 1947. Individual and fainilyinconies this 
year are by far the greatest on record. This has, :i.n spite of large. supplies, 
push~d meat prices steadtly higher •.. Meat co:q.sump~ion per person has been at a 
near-record .ra~.e and promises to continue. high through the. remainder of 19.47 • 

Incomes and the. Ret~il Value of Meat Con:;;umed ---- -- -. . . . '--- -. '-- .... -.;..___,._ 
. · .. , 

C9nsume.r pu~chase st~dies show that .. as consumer incomes :rise de'marid · r'or 
meat ii:\crease s. Mor-e· so than fqr mo'st other foods. Studies of the.· relationship 
between the estimated 'total r:~tail value of meat 'con~;umed_ and d-~sposable incomes 
in 1920-41 indicat'e that for ·each 1 'percent inc;rease or decrease in total dis
posabl':'l income there was an increase or decrease of .7· percent, at the inean, in 
the retail value of meat consume~. ]./ Similar results are_ obtained in analysis 

y· The coefficient of simple correlation bet,;,een the r~tall value of meat· con
sumed (x1 ) and diSposable income for 1920-41 (X2 ) i~ .92." The 'reg-ression equatior 
based on this S.Jila1ysis··-l'l.ll data in billions. of dollars--is': . 

'J . . 

x 1 C· 1. 026 . +. • 042 x2 

The standard error of estimate is .206 billion dollars (equal to 5 percent 
at the mean value of x1 of 3.85 billion dollars). 
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of thei·'relationship of the ·r-etail value of meat consumed per person to disposable 
income per person du,r.i~g that period. An increase· or decrease of 1 percent in 
disposable income per perso!l'was associated' with a change ·of .• 8 percent in the. 
same direction in the retail.Yaiue of'meat consumed per person.!/ 

S~:nce annual data are 'not available for total retail meat purchases, esti
m£ttes were made of the retail value of meet consumed. This was done by using · 
data on total meat. consumption (civilian, and military) whole~Hlle dressed me'!it 
basis converted to a. retail weight basis by multiplying with the following fac
tors: Beef, .79; ve.al,' ;91; lamb·and mutton; .89; and pork, .93. 2'/ The va~ue 
or' these quantH;ies was then obtained by using the retail prices r:epoded in USDA 
Misc. Publ, No. 576. 3/ Because there are no r:;eparate price series for·veal or 
mutton, the quantity of yeal c:onsumed was valued at beef prices and mutton was 
valued at lamb prices.· Meat consumed on farms where produced was valued at. 
average retail prices as was meat oon.sumed in restaurants and other eating places. 
The prices reported for the later war years probably do not make adequate · 
allowance for all. of the meat purchased at above ceiling prices. Despite the 
limitations of the data used, the calculated v·alue. of m•1fl.t consumed at .-retail 
probably is reasonably close to the total expenditure fo~ red meat in the years 
shown, exce·pt for ·some downward bias in the later war years •. 

. In most years from 1920 through 1939, the calculated retail value of meat 
consumed was 5 to 6 perc.ent ,of total disposable i:::1come. After 1940s however, 
disposable incomes increased at a much m;J;,·e rapid rat~ then the retail value of 
meat consumed. Meat prices were held down by contr.ols during and immediately 
after the war. The quantity of meat for civilians was limited by rationing and 
by very large exports. As a re.sult, the value of meat consumed in 1945 wa.s only 
3 to 4 percent 'of total disposable income. After the' end of price control:s in 
1946, the proportion of incomes spent for meat increased sharply, and .in 1947 
consume.rs apparently are spending a much le;rger percentage 'of their incomes for 
meat than during any year sj.nce at least 1934. 

---------------------¥ The coefficient of. simple corre let ion betwee.n the retail value of meat con-
sumed per person (XJ.) and· disposable income per person foJ:l 1920-41 (X2) also · 
is • 92. ·The regression equation "'basedontl:iis-a·naTysis--all data in dollars--is: 

1 . 

... x1 = 5 .. lo7 + .o48 x2 

The ·standard error of estimate is $2.00 (equal to 6 percent of the mean 
valu~ of ·.xi of $31.541.. ' · . 

2/ Conversion Factors and. Weights and .Measures for Agricultural Cormnodities and 
Their Products,. u.s.D.A,, Production and Marketing Administration, Washington, 
D. c., 1947, page 20, 
3/ Price Spreads Between Farmers and Consumers for Food Products, Washington, 
D. c .• 1945, current prices are reported in the Marketing and Transportation 
Situation. 
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Table 2.- Total disposable income and estima:~ed retail value of ,me~t ·T 
conswned, United States 1 1920-47 · 

-:'Disposable income.: ___ --,retail w.Tue7of'---meat consu~t! 1/. . . ·~ __ _ 
: 2/ : Index numbers 

Year 

1920 
1921 
1922 
1923 
1924 
1925 
1926 
1927 
1928 
1929 
1930 
1931 
1932 
1933 
1934 
1935 
1936 
1937 
1938 
1939 
1940 
1941 
1942 
1943 
1944 
1:945. ' 
1946 
1947 y' 

-: Amount _ __._ :.....-....::'- .: .. : ...... _(1_935-39-=100)._ --··-
Index :Beef : Lamb ·=-Pork ·.:Beef 1 Lamb ~ Pork 

' '-J 

:Total: numbers :and : and :exolud-: :and. : and :exolud-: 
:(1935-39=>100):veal 1mutton:. ing; Total :veal ~mutton~ ing;. :Total 

: 
Bil. 

: dol. 

69.2 
55.0 
59.1 
68.3 
69,1 
73.1 
75.8 
76.1 

: 78.1 
82.5 
73.7 
63.0 

: 47 .. 8 
45.2 
51.6 
58.0 
68~3 

71.1 
65.5 
70.2 
75.7 
92.0 

:116.2 
:131.6 
:146 .o 
:150.7 
:158.4 
:168.0 

103.9 
82o6 
88o7 

102.6 
103,8 
109.8 
ll3o8 
ll4o3 
117.3 
123.9 
1.10.7 
94.6 
7L,8 
67.9 
77,.5 
87.1 

102.5 
106.7 

98.3 
105.4 
113.7 
138.1 
174.5 
197.6 
219 .2. 
226.3 
237.8 
252.3 

· ~ .lard : . lard 
M'"'"'il.-.- xrrr:- Mn.: 
dolo 

1,908 
1,571 
1,598 
1,710 
·1,793 
1,897 
1,977 
1,888 
1,948 
2,092 
1,929 
1,609 
1~296 
1,238 
1, 735 
1,863 
1,, 907 
2,093 
1,808 
1, 876 
1,903 
2,281 
2,784 
2,727 
2,991. 
3~026 
3,)522 
5~559 

do1s 

199 
192 
179' 
189 
192 
202 
216 
215 
229 
'242 
248 
222 
170 

· 14B 
171 
202 
204 
217 
210 
204 
203 
227 
289 
304 
301 
325 
357 
387 

dol. 

2,133 
1,773 
1,755 
1,912 
1,928 
2,126 
2~166 
2,169 
2!1203 
2,243 
2,102 
1.,796 
111338 
1~213 
1,451 
1, 520' 
1,671 
1;749 
1,633 
1,655 
1,660 
1,979 
2,468 
3,007 
31087 
2,533 
3 ·' 546 
4;881 

Mil, 
dol.· 

4,240 
3,53.6 
3,532 
31 81J ... 
3,913 
4,225 
4,359 
4,272 
4,380 
4,577 
4~279 
3l>62'7 
2,804 
2, 599 
3,357 
3,585 
3,782 
4,059 
3,651 
3,735 
3,766 
4.t487 
5,541 
6,038 
6,379 
5il884 
7,425 

10,827 

100 
. 82 

84 
90 
94 
99 

104 
99 

102 
110 
101 

84 
68 
6.5 
91 
97 

100 
110 

95 
98 

100 
119 
146 
143 
157 
159 
184 
291 

96 
. 93 
' 86 

91 
93 
97 

104 
104 
llO 
117 
120 
107 

82 
71 
82 
9-7 
98 

105 
lOR 

98 
98 

109 
139 
147 
145 
157 
172 
187 

'130 
108 
107 
116 
117 
129 

,.132 
132 
134 
136 
128 
109 

81 
74 
88 
92 

102 
.106 

99 
101 
101 
120 
150 
183 
188 
154 
215 

' 296 

li3 
94:. 
.94 

10'1 
104 
112 

; ,.,116 
114 
116 
122 
114 

96 
74 
6.9 
s:g 
9'5 

101 
108 

97 
99 

100 
119 
147 
161 
170 
156 
197 
288 

-- ...;_.._ ------------- --- -~------ --- ---
]} Consumption (civilian and military) of different types of meat converted to a 
retail weight and multiplied by retail price of each type to obtain retail val'ue. 
y .1920-28 Bureau of :Agricultural Economics estimates based on national :i,ncome d,ata 
published by the Department of Commerce» 1929 to date, pub1ishedestillla.tes of the 
Department. of Commerce .• 
y Partly· forecast •. 
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.. Table. 3-o.;;; Disposable inc'Oine, pet. person an9. estimated retail -y-a.lue of meat 
consumed p'er· pets.on·~-:1Jnited States., 19,20-47 

---~~- . . 

"----__ _... -·- ------ ------·· ------------

:1.920 
\921 
:1.922 
1923 
1924 
1925 
1926 
1927 
;~928 

+929 
1930 
J;931 
19~)2 

l933 
l934 
1935 
1936 
1937 
1938 
:~~J39 

1~·10 
l\J41 
1942 = . 

1943 
1944 ; 
1945 0 

i946 : 
1947 y: . 

Dol. 

645 125.7 
503 98.1 
533 103.9 
606 118.1 
601 117.2 
627 122 .. 2 
64~ . 125.,1 
.635 123c8 
644 125r.5 
673 131.2 
595 ~ . ,·_116 .. o 
505 98.4 
381 74o3 
358 69,,8 
406 79-.l 
453 88.3 
530 103.3 
549 107.0 
501 97.6 
533 103.8 
570 111.1 
686 133.7 
858 167.3 
958 186.7 

-;1.,051 204.9 
1,073 209"2 
1,115 217.3 
1,165 227.1 

Dol~ Dol. Dol. 

17.8 
14.-9: 
14o4 
15o2 
15 .. 6 
16.3 
16.7 
16.8 
16~0 

17.1 
15.6 
12 .. 9 
10o3 

9.,8 
13.7 
14.5 
14118 
16.1 
13:,8 

.. ,14·.,2 
.14.4 
),7o0 

.• 20.6 
·19.8 
2i)..5 
2;J...6 
2l.):.8 
38.,6 

1.8 
1.8 
1.6 
L,7 
1.7 
1.7 
1 .a · 
.l ~s· 
lo9 
2.0 
2w0 
h8 
1.3 
1.2 
1.3 
1.6 
1~5 

1.7 
1 .. 6 
1o6 
1.5 
1.7 
2o1 
2~2 
2.2 
2.3 
2.5 
2o7 

19.9 
16.2 
15,9 
16.9 
16.8 
18.,2 
18.4 
18,1 
18.2 
18o3 
17.0 
14.4 

.10,7 
9.6 

11.4 
11.9 
13.0 
13,5 
12 .• 5 
12,6 
12.5 
14.8 

.18. 2 
'21. 9 
22.,2 
18 .. 0 
25.0 
33.8 

Dol. 

39.5 
32.4 
31.9 
33oB 
34.1 
36,2 
36e9 
35,7 .. 
36.1 
37.4 
34~6 
.29~1 
22.3 
20.6 
26.4 
28 .. 0 
29.3 
31.3 
27.9 
28o4 
28~4 

33,5 
40e9 
43 .. 9 
45.9 
41o9 
52.3 
75o1 

121 
98 
98 

104 
106 
111 
114 
lQ~. 
10~ 
116 
106 

88 
70 
67 
93 .. 
99, 

101 
110. 

94 
96 
98 

116 
140 
135 
146 
147 
169 
263 

112 
112 
100 
106 
106 
106 
112 
112 
119 
125 
125 
112 

81 
75 
81 

100 
94 

106 
J.OO 
100 

94 
106 
131 
138 
138 
144 
156 
169 

157 
128 
125 
~33 
132 
143 
145 
142 
143 
144 
134-. 
113 

'84 
76 
90 
94 

103 
106 

98 
99. 
98 

116. 
143 
172'. 
175 
142 
197 
266 

136 
112 
llO 
117 
118 
125 
127 
123 
12£i 
129 
119 
100 

7-7 
71 
91 
97 

101 
108 

96 
98 
98 

116 
141 
152 
158 
145 
180 
259 

----------- ---·--· ---------------------11 Cons'tmlption (civilian and military) of different types of meat converted to a 
r:~tail.weight and mul tip1ied ·-by retail price of each type to obtain retail value. 
~ 1920-28_Bureau of Agricultural EconQmics estimatesba~ed on national income data 
publishe~ by the Department ~f Commerce; 1929 to date, published estima.~~ of the 
~apartment of Commerce. . · 
~ Partly forecast. 
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The total-value of meat consumed in 1947 will exoeed that of 194G .by_ a 
wide margin, and will be the highest of reoord. Retail meat prioes are hi"gher 
in 1947 than the previous record in 1946. Meat consumption (civilian and mili
tary) in 1947 'is· expected to average around 135 pounds per pe:rrson, retail weight, 
which would be tl~e lowest for any year since 1942 but higher than any year from 
1920-through 1942. 

The estimated value of meat consumed varies more with changes in prices 
than with changes in quantities consumed. Most of the variations in meat prices 
result from changes in consumer incomes and spending. Consumption depends 
principally on the quantity produced which, over the. short run, is relatively 
~table. The extreme range in annual meat consump~ion, retail basis, from 1920 
through 1946 was 12.6 to 2lo0 billion pounds. The extreme range in the average 
price of meat consumed during that period was 17.5 to 38.5 oents per pound. More
over, in many of the years when meat consumption was above average, especially 
since 1941, the average retail price of meat also was above average. 

Table 4.- Weighted average retaiLprice per pound of meat consumed and total 
quantity of meat consumed, United States, 1929-47 

_________ consumption 
: Index 

: Average retail price 
-- Index 

Year Per pound . , ·numbers Retail weight numbers . 
~ (1935-39 ;:; 100) (1935-39~c 1002__ 

Cents Mil7 lb. 

'1920 33.8 126 12 .. 553 88 
1921 28.0 lOS· 12,63€3 90 
1922 26.9 101 13' 151 93 
1923 _26. 5 99 14,361 102 
1924 ': 26.7 100 14,638 104 
1925 . : 30.0 112· 14,077 100 
1926 31.1 116· 14,028 99 
1927 30.6 114 131975 99 
1928 : 31.5 11& 13,888 98 . ' 
1929 . 32.8 123 13,975 99 
1930 30.8 115 13,881 98 

.. 1931 25.6 96 14,183 101 
: 1:J32 19.5 73 14,.,347 102. 

1933 1'7.5 65 14,.858 105 
1934 2().9 78 16,049 '11~.-

. 1935 28.0 105 . 121797 -·. 91 
1936 ... : 26.7 100 14,176 . ' .. - -.. ·.-- -:·.106"" .. 

·1937 :· ' .. 28.9 108 -~4069 . ' 
' " , ' ' 

.- ' ' 100 
1938 . .. . 25~5 95 14,3-02.: ' ' 101 . 
1939 24.6' 92 15,213. 108 
1940 22.9 86 16,431 116 
1941 26.9 101 16,695 118 
1942 31.4 117 17,664 125 
1943 32.0 120 18,851 134 
1944 30.3 114 21,037 149 
1945 30.3 113 19,408 138 
1946 38.5 144 19,296 137 
1947 y 55.5 208 19,510 138 

-·-jJ Par~_ly foreoasto 
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Consumer purchaae stud.fes have indicated that meat purchases e.nd 
consumption in.cre~:~.se aa family i~.egm.e8 in~ree..se ~ l/ The most :::-ecer.t compre
hensiv-e st\ld.Y' of thj.s type, was conducted. ;l.n the B'Pring of 1942 before 

. rationing and price controls went into affect. · 2/ Ds.ta on m.aat crtr).BU.u:ptinn 
. from this ~urvsy ~a,re ~Ul!Jl'ooriz.ed . in tables 6 e.nd-7. ~Jr"ban f'alJllli<Ds w:!. th 1n·· 
·comes ranging from $500 to $999 consu:ned. 1.81 pounds of mAat per perscn per 
week, valued at 54 cents. 'l'hose with incomes of $2,000 tc $2,499 eone;umed. 
2, 46. pounds of t'le.at per :~pr3on j11 a W'80k, valued at 87. cents. Those with 
incomes of $5,000 to ·$9 ,999 consUJ."!leo. an CiVsrage of 2. 68 poundt3 per pc;rson per 
week' ·which was valued .• at $1.02. 

If these income~consu...~+ptior. rt7lationehtpB hold., the present unuoually 
strong demand for meat is und.er::~tan6.atle ;.;hE:>n presor.t i!'lco:meE;J are c0m:pared with 
those of 19i.~2.. Disposable income per person was E~otimP..t~d to be $858 :l.n 1942 
and $1,115 in 1946. Diepose.ble income thi3 year will "be. close to $1,165 .Pe:::> 
:person. Almost one-thinl of the families in the Dnit.od States in the sp:ring 
of 1942 had family h'l.cbtlles of J.ess tlw,n $1,000j 48 percent had incomtls of 
$1,000 to $3-,000, a.!:d 19 percent had, :J.ncomes o:f $3i000 or more. :Data on the 
distribution of fa.mily incomes ir-~ 19~6 i:..ld.icat'J thEt 15 :percent of all 
families had anr..ua1 incomE'IB of l.e~s tha::1. $1,000 42 pero&nt had incomes of 
$1,000 to $3,000 and. 43 percent hac. inco:;r"es of' $3,000 O!' :more, · · 

. · · · ·. · · · · (Concluded on be.ck par;e.) 
Table 5. - Dist:ri1mt1on. cf' family inno!IIx"::€1 'C::Cd ted. Statss 1 

· ?prir..g .l94·2 and 1945 .. ·46 

- Aniiu-a:r-~------·-·- ------------
net money. 

income · 
___.2l._a""s..:;;l3 ___ _ 

Under $1,000 
$1,000 to $i,999 
$2,000 to $2,999 
$3,000 to $3,999 
$4>000 to $4,999 
$5,ooo to $7,499 
$7,500 ·andover 
$3,0QO or over 

.. . '. 

. 

· . Sp:c:l.ng 
. 1942 

' -·----------.-.. ·--· 

33 
27 
21 

19 

13 
22 
22 
17 
9 
8 

.4 

1946 

Percent 

15 
20 
22" 
18 
10 

9 
6 

Source: i942-:-':F8.miiy F;;od" C~r . ."sulr:ptionin-t.h~'Units~Sta't"es~u·~-8. "":Oe:fjt. of 
Agrl,culture M.iEce.J.lanGous Pt::b. :N.c. 550, pege 3. 
1945 arid 1946 ~ s~x.r-.rey of Conswnr1r :B'immcos, Pa:r.t II.. Ccnet.w1er Incomes and 
Liquid Asset Holdings, Federal Resenre Dull?tin, Ju..l.y 1947, :page. 791, 

l:../ Within 1imits, of courne~ .families in the higheet inco:me classes probably 
do not increase meat purchases w·i th ·increases in ir!cmncs. 

?J Family Food Consumptio!'l in the United States. U, S. Dept. of Agriculture 
Iv"!isc. Publication No. 550, "\IJashine,ton, D. C., 1944. 
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Table 6.- Meat: Average money value of meat consumed by kinds, 
per person per week by type of community and annual 
net money income class, housekeeping fam:tl'ies and 

single persons, Un.ited States, Sprin~(i942 

Type of community ___ Aver~ge. ·va:lu!_. of m~t ooE~!:.d per p~rson perwe_e_k __ 
and annual net money: : . 1 · · · :Pork~ inu1uQ.~: . : . 

income class All Beef : Vea;L ing bacon~ ... Lamb : 1?,t;her '}j 
--- Dollars . p~lJ.a~-rs -DOl,lars · Dollats Dollars Dollars 

Y Includes gro~d meat mixtures and special meat products as trip$,' tong\1-;, kidil.ey, 
and other organs when it was not known whether they were beef~ veal,· pm~.k or Ia.mb. 
F:J Includes families with incomes of ~~10,000 or over. . · · · · · · · 

.. ,. 

Source: Family Food Consumption in the United Stat~s, USDA Mise. Pub. Nc;> .. · 9,50~ 1944. 
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Table 7.- Meat: Average quantity consumed per person per week, and percent_age distribution by type of !'c':l 

I 

community and·annual net money income class, housekeeping families and single --:: 

persons in the United States, sprtng 1942 

-:I - ==:-:A.Ve"rage .....9..Ua.."lti ty of meat cons.umed per person per week : ];!ercent.A~ d1a:t:t:j lm:tl en 
Type of . . . : Pork, : : . ! : : Pork; : . . . . . 

COiilillU.."lity aild . . : :including : Lamb : Other : Total 
. : V 1 :including ; . All Beef Veal . 

Beef annual net money: . : :bacon and : : y . : : ea :bacon and :Lamb : Ot;J.~r . 
income class : : : :salt sides: . . . . ·salt aides: • · "'-. . • --- - lbs. lbs. lbs. lbs lbs. J.bs. pet. -pet. -pet. pet. ~ pc:t. 

Urban : 
All Classes 2/ ! · 2c33 O.'ll.__ 0.12 0.78 0.19 0.27 100.0 42 5_ 33 8 12 

0-499 2/ :-:-1.61 :46 .02 .89 .10 .14 100 29 1 55 6 9 
500-999 : 1.81 .72 .06 .70 .13 .20 100 40 3 39 7 ll 

1,000-1,499 . 1.96 .76 .09 .73 .13 .25 100 39 4 . 37 7 13 . 
1,500-1,999 . 2.10 .88 .14 .72 .12 .24 100 42 7 34 6 11 . 
2,000-2,999 . 2.52 1.07 .13 .So ,22 .30 100 42 5 32 9 12 . 

2,000-2,499 : 2.46 L09 .14 .79 .15 .29 100 44 6 32 6 12 
2,500-2,999 . 2.62 1.07 ol3 .81 .31 .30 100 41 5 31 12 11, . 

3,000 or over . 2.64 1.13 .15 .83 .24 . .29 100 43 6 31 9 111--' . 
3,000-4,999 . 2.60 1.06 .16 .85 .24 .29 100 41 6 33 9 11 'Jl . 

·5,000-9,999 . 2.68 1.20 .16 .80 .22 .30 100 45 6 30 8 ll' . 
Bura!.z.. non-farm 

AITC1aese6V- : 1. 65 .59 .03 .73 .06 .24 100 36 2 44 4 1'~ 
0··499 y :-1.19 .32 .01 .63 :o4 .19 100 27 1 53 3 

--..--lo 
500~999 . 1,41 .46 .02 .72 .03 .18 100 33 1 51 2 13 . 

1,000~1,.499 : 1.54 .54 .01 .68 .09 .22 100 35 1 44 6 14 
1,500-1,999 : 1.90 .68 .04 .74 .06 • .38 100 36 2 39 3 20 
2,000-2,999 . 1.99 .70 .05 .86 .07 .31 100 35 2 ~3 4 16 . 
3,000 or over : 2.27 1.09 .09 .79 .11 .19 100 "48 4 35 5 8 

Rural, farm 
AllClassee 2/ : ls71 .42 .02 1.00 ~04 .23 100 25 1 59 2 __u_ 

0-499 y 1.36 - .84 1' 62 . .27 . ~02 .. 01 .22 100 20 1 16 . 
500-999 : 1.65 .35 .01 -99 ~02 .28 100 21 1 (:1) 1 17 

1,000-1,499 : 1.94 .46 .00 1.22 .02 .24 100 24 0 63 1 12 
1,500-1,999 : 2.27 .76 .01 1.13 ~ll .26 100 33 0 50 5 12 
2,000-2,999 . 2.20 .63 .05 1.26 .04 .22 100 29 2 57 2 10 . 
3,000 or over : 2.28 .92 .04 .87 .11 .34 100 40 2 38 5 15 

I/ !nclunee ~ound mea:r-minures an"{['Special meat w<irite as trm ~ tongue Iadriey ~ and other organa where it waBiiOr-~ 
- known whe her they were beef, veal, pork, or laii:tb. c. Includes rurnlies with negatl ve incomes, not shown separately. 
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· . ' :I ·> · , ' · . , -, . " .t ;. : ,' i •··- .". f\ I 
AVERAGE QUANTITY.-.OF MEAT CONSUMED P:E·R PERSON f?E;R 

.WEEK sv'CJTY fAMILIES: BY INCOME··icLAS.SES;·· ... , \~ 
UNITE~ STATES, SPRING 1942:* ( .:· . ~ ... 

POUNosr-----~ .. --~--~~--~~----~~~~.),4·'.--~.~~~~-c--~--~~~----~ 
<RETAIL ~ '· ,,... 

~WEIGHT) ALL MEAT~ 

2 

0 
2 

0 

0 
2 

0 

0 
2,000-2,499 3,000-4,999 · .... 

500-999 1,500,1,999 2,500-2,999 . ,_ :5,000-9,999 
. ANNUAL NE;TFAMII.,Y .INCOME <DOLLARS! ... 

souRcE~ F/I.MILY,FOOD coNSUM'PT.ION IN THE·UNtTED STATES, u.s: D. A. Misc. PYB. No. 550!19414 
*HousEKE!PlNG fAMILiEs AND IHNGLE PERSONS · 11 INCWDES EI)JBLE OFFAL's · ·' · · ' ' .. 

. " .. 
·U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTiiRE. ·N.EG. 46558 EIUREA.U OF ~RICULTU.RAL Ec;f>NOMICS 

.; . .. I 

1-Aeat CQnsumpti on per per.son: I ncr eases _as incomes i nqre.ase I lh ear~ 1 194-2' mon 
beef. and veal was purchased J)'er person by fa.mi:lies with moderately .high incomes·'thal 
those with lower i.n~omes_~ ·Pork consump.tion showed much less. teindehcy_,·lo·~increase ai 
average incomes . increased I · • • , , . r:: ' · · ···. 
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Livestock !K'ice• per 100 pounds (excetJt vher. noted). llarQtiDga and llla'U6hter 
statistic•, b7 specie•, 

Hi ICES 

Item : June 

Beer steers sold out or first 
hands, Chicaso: 
Choice and !K'illle ••••••••••••••••••••••• l2,01 19.02 27.82 22~65 24.63 27.38 30.25 31.91 
Good .•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• : 10.52 17.48 25.13 19.86 20.73 25.72 27.64 28.27 
Med1tlDI ........................... · ..... : 8.9~ 15.65 22.00 17.09 16.60 23.40 24.30 21.96 
common ................................ =:-,7~~~~r---:;l=:;3'1. 2~1-,.;;17~·j74~_;·~1~4!.,\. 7~3 __ 1~3~.6~5~~20~·.-:;,13~~1~9~. 4&.9 __ 1~6~. 8~9~ 
All grades ............................ ':--=1:;;o~;47~ir ----;1~7~·~82~--:2~4~.*22;--~2~1~. 3~o~-~2f..l!.;!. 7~1.___~25~·~?;!.7----;27g_:·~af?-5 -~2~?;.:.· §~-

Good grade oowe, ChiO&SP ••••••••••••••••: 7.38 14.44. 17. 5 15.35 14.50 19.73 19.04 18.87 
Vealers: Gd. and Ch,, Chioaso •••••••••••' 10.3~ 15.90 24.28 17.97 16.83 24.68 23.07 23.08 
Stoolmr and feeder 1teers 1 

Kansas Cit7 •••••••••••••••••••A~I 8,36 15.24 20.28 15.53 15.51 21.11 21.91 21.22 
Av, price received b7 tazmers1 

Beef cattle ••••••••••••••••••••••••••·' 7.41 13.78· 18.66 15.70 15.70 19.50 19.8o 
Veal calves ........................... : ~.72 14.1)8 19.94'· 16.30 15.90 2o:Bo· 20.80 

20.00 
20.8o 

!!S?S! . . .. . . . 
Av. marlmt !K'1ce, Oh1oaso 1 1 

Barrows en4 gilt• ••••••••••••••••••••·' 16;14 24.65 18.12 21.93 23.32 24.74 26.31 
Sowe ........ , .............. , ........ , , =--;;:o;T"--;:l5~·~27~-~20rr,·5~1r-~l;;7~.6~7/;--...;l~9;.:·ii98r,....-...;1~8~.;2;_:8--1~9~·:.-;6:,;.7 __ ;22~.1;;;3~ 
Al! puroha8•• ......................... : 7 ·97 __ __;1:.::5:..:.·.::..93~_;:::.23::..:·;;:6:=!_· _ _...;;,l7J...:.i·9~4;.__.:;.20~. 84:::::..,_-=.2~2.:,:.6:::.::6:!-_..:.2:.=2:.:..1::.:1=-..._~2:.,;3!,.:.•.!.74:!,__ 

Av, !K'ioe received b7 fanaar.: 
Hogs ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••I 7,59 15.41 23.81 17.20 20.8o 23,30 23.60 24.40 
Corn, cents per bUihel ................ : 62,9 138,0 217.6 196.0 l8o.o 185.0 201.0 219.0 

Hog-corn Fice ratio, U, S, y .......... : 12,8 11.4 15.0 8.6 11.6 12.6 ll.7 ll.1 
Sheep and Llmhl 1 
Lambs, gd, and ch,, Chicago •••••••••••••' 9,82 16.98 23.44 20,07 20,06 24.40 24.46 23.88 
Feeding.lamhl, st. and ch,, Omaha •••••••' 8,70 2/ 15,43 2/ 20,34 1/ 16.33 16.53 21.31 
Ewes, sa.. and ch,, Chicaso ••••••••••••••' 4.43 - 8.o6- 9.09 9.15 7.09 7.44 8.22 9.05 
Av, price rsoeind b7 tarmer1: 1 

Sheep ................................. r 4,20 7.05 ·8,31 8.14 7.14 8.40 8.56 8.56 
Lambs •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••I 8,28 14.34 20.12 15.90 16.40 21.10 21.10 21.00 

Meat · 
WhOlesale, Chioaao: 1 

Steer beet, oaroa1s (80Qd, 500•6oo lbe.~ 
c~a i te hog products , •• , ••• , •• , , , ••• : 
Lamb oaroun• ( sood, 30~~ lbs, ) .... , 1 

B .L,S, index retail meat Ficee y ..... ,1 
Index 1Dc011111 ot 1ni1Uitr1al vorklare : 

16.09 
11.Q7 
17.11 

100.9 

24.l2 
17.86 
27.86 

144.3 

39.06 
28.50 
42.09 

34.23 
25.01 
37.88 

173.7 

193,·39=100 ·······················u··* 120.4 254.8 ... 213.1 

I Uilit I 
Meat-an1mal marklatin88: 1 1 

Index numbers (1935-39-100) ... : 1 109 
Stooker and Feeder lhipments to : 

8 Corn llelt Statel : I 

Cattle and oalTea •••••••••••••I Thous,: 
Sheep and Lambe •••••••••••••••' Thoua,r 

Slaughter under. Federal IDapeot1onr· I 
Numbers: 5/ : 

Cattle ,;,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, •••• : Thous.z 91999 
CalTea •••••••••!••••••••••••••: Thoua,: 51,71 
Sheep and lamba •••••••••••••••' Thous,:l7,6o9 
Hogs • , , , , , , , , • , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , s Tho\UI , : 411 225 

Averase live-weight: : : 
Cattle ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, lb, J 933 
Calves ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,t lb, 1 191 
Sheep and lambs •••••••••••••••' lb, : 86 
Raga , , , , , , , , , , , • ·, , , , , , , ·,, , , , , , t lb, t ·234 

Meat Production: : t 
Beef , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , ,_,, tM1l,lb, t ' 1002 
Veal ••••••••••••••••••••••••••'Mil.lb.s '97 
Um1b e:od IDltton •••••••••••• · ••• :Mil.lb. J . 710 
Pork (excluding lard) ......... IM11,lb.: 5,530 

Storase stoolal end of 111011th 1 1 : 

'Beet ••••••••••••••••••••••••••'Mil,lb.s 
Pork •••••••••••••.••o••••••••••:M11,lb,z 

· Iamb aDd JIDltton • , ••••••••••••• :M1l,lb. 1 
Total -t a.n4 •at products .. ool.lb.l 

Percent paclrlng lowe are ot l!'ed• t 
e 1n.e ote4 sla ter :Percent: 

136 

7,251 
3,581 

13,706 
30,274 

142 

. 9,938 
.4,966 
10,589 
30,434 

i~ ~ i§~ 
94 r;; 95 

259 ?! 266 

3,749 6/ 4,971 
362 r;; 535 
588 'b/ 418 

4,622 y 4,522 

167 

176 
98 

1,239 
542 

1,738 
3,863 

923 
232 

87 
290 

606 
69 
69 

668 

64 
300 

9 
440 

38.30 
27.82 
41.07 

186.6 

289.9 

133 

323 
338 

1,240 
534 

1,578 
2,843 

917 
239 

90 
263 

594 
70 
65 

426 

95 
169 

13 
351 

1 . Number of bushels of co:rn equivalent in v ue of poun e o oge. Average 
February, March, April, and August.. ]} TW'. o week average price of feeding lambs: 4/. Meat, 
of' Labor Stat,istica, 1935-39=100. Lr.l947 slaughter exc1u(lee He.wa11 and Virgin IBl.ande. 
data. . . · · 

40.75 
27.55 

216.9 

43.46 
28.56 
46.04 

220.2 

317.8 312.1 

148 

120 
134 

1,207 
621 

1,329 
3,653 

926 
206 

87 
273 

599 
71 
55 

556 

106 
353 

9 
597 

146 

157 
166 

1,274 
656 

1,28o 
3,455 

922 
222 
88 

288 

622 
81 
53 

551 

94 
332 

8 
549 

33 

46.40 
30.57 
45.55 

130 

1,217 
628 

1,253 
2,731 

. 6/ 910 
b/ 228 
"6/ 91 
§./ 291 

6/ 594 
r;; 83 
b/ 54 
"§/ 465 

99 
265 

8 
4TI 

or pr cee or January, 
poultry and fish: · · Bureau 
£/ Estimated from weekly 
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The 1942 study reported greater per capita meat purchases in higher 
invome classes than those having lower incomes. Meat purchases increased from 
the lowest through the $5,000-9,999 income class, the highest reported. However, 
purchases of pork and lamb per person by city people were less for the $5,000. 
to $9,999 class than for the $3,0UC to .$4,999 g:coup but this was more than offset 
by largerpurchases of beef and veal by those in the upper· income class. 

Not only we4:e the quanti ties of meat consumed larger among higher income 
groups, but families with larger incomes also purchased more expenliliVe cuts and 
meat of higher quality. Dollar expenditures for meat therefore, showed a greater 
increase than the quantity purchased with each higher income group. 

The results of this and other consumer purchase studies may be summarized 
with few exceptions, as follows. With larger family incomes pork consumpti.on was 
larger, but tended to become a smaller p1·oportion of all meat consumed. Beef 
and veal consumption, on the other hand, not only increased as incomes rose but 
tended to become a larger proportion of all meat consumed. 

Consumer purchase studies tend to show that city people consume more meat 
per person than rural fa1m and nonfarm people who have the same incomes. Rural 
nonfarm people consume less than farraers. Within each income class, city 
families consume more beef and veal per person than either farmers or nonfa11m 
rural people. City people also generall,y consume much more lamb than ru1.·al peo:ple 
who have the same income, 
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