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Wholesale meat prices In early March were about equal to their record 1947 aver
ages despite the sharp dec! ines of February. Prices are likely to continue high this 
spring and might rise again as meat supplies decline seasonally. This fall when sup
Plies increase seasonally, prices of meat probably will decline. Any drop in demand 
due to a decline in business activity would of course accentuate the fall in prices. 
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SLTI.J.iARY 

Prospects are that meat output will decline more than seasonally this 
sprinr, and summer.. If consumer incomes continue at present levels) prices 
of meat animals probably will remain at least as high as at present., After 
falling sharply in early February, meat-animal prices recovered madera tdy 
and were fairly steady in late February and early ll!arch. In la to barch they 
dc~lincd to about mid-February levels. 

1·.1eat production in each quarter of 1948 is likely to be smaller than 
a year earlier" In the January-Larch quarter, output under Federal inspection 
was about 10 percent below a year earlier. Heat consumption for the entire 
year is expected to avera.ge 143 to 146 pounds per person compared >'lith 
l)~ pounds in 1947 and 134 pounds in 1937-41. 

Slaughter of hogs this spring is expected to be about the same as a 
year earlier, since the 1947 fall pig crop, from which most of the marketings 

. will come, vms slightly larger than the 1946 fall crop, In late sununcr 2.nd 
· f.a],l, however, slaughter of hogs probably will be considerably less than a 
year earlicr 1 particularly if feed crops this ye[l.r are large.. r,:arketings 
ma.y be delayed in order to util~zc new crop f::Jcd., 

. Accor:ding to breeding intentions reported by farmers last December, 
sp·ring farrovd.ngs may be 11 percent under 1947> 

Cattl,q slaughter .under Federal inspuct:ion in February w:as 26 percent 
less than in. Jo..nuary and, 15 percent less than in Febr~ary last year. The. 
sma..ller slaughter .. rcfloGts fevver ca ttlo on fanns this year than last as 
well as the .smaller fi.umbcr,ongrain feed. Slaughter of fed cat-tle is now at 
q rela ti v.ely low level and may conti,nuc s-nall uatil at least next 1-rint.cr ·' 
I!1 ev.ery m,on th. excc,pt .one since April 1947, shipments of stocker and feeder 
ca ttlc to f,eedirig areas had. been les::;; than in the sarne .month a year before;. 

Lamb slaughter is expected to continuo loss than last year. The early 
··spring lamb cr-op in:-10 principal··States :this year is 10 percent under 1947 
and the lowest-on r·ecord.- -Exeept :i,n Ca-liforru.a .. and in .. the Pacific Northv-rcst 

:·lambs 'l'tere retarded. in· development duririg January and Fcbrti.ary by wet cold · 
·;weather that· 'slovvcd groytth of f?reEin feed. P'rospects a:r.e .good for spring 
·pastures, hovtevoro 

In Cali:fo rnia:t wl:mn:i tho early lamb crop. wD.-s 7 -porc'ont small or than. 
last year, range conditions in the 8arly lambing sections of the St~ tc on 
ldarch l vrerc the lowest in history. But many lambs were shifted to irrigated 
pastures and lost li ttlc developmmto A inuch largL:r pErccnta.ge of the 
California crop ·will be shipped as feed,~rs this year. than last. .uorc than 
in .recent years are likely to move to the Corn Belt ·and other eastern areas, 
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Ov(.;r 1 billion pounds of canned mt..9.t (nc.,t product weight) was available 
to civilian consumers in 1947, more than h1iC•; tLc 469 million pounds in 1939 0 

Carmine; facilitius 0xpand0d during t.h.; war to li1cct large military and export 
rcquir..;m·;nts, ~md many of tlw facilitic,s aro no~.r bu,ing used to supply the 
civilian markcto Military purchasE;s of Cll.nnod 1ni...at reached 1,121 million pounds 
in 1914, but b~r 1947 had dr;clincd to 1.5 million pounds., Dopartment of 
Agriculture purch·_,ses from domvstic supplies for export programs amounted to 
1,02.'5 million :_-,ounds in th~' peak year 1943 but nero only 157 millions in 1946~ 
the last year of their operationsG 

9UTLOOK 

Federally inspected meat production in th~, first quarter of 1948 probably 
totaled 10 percent less than a year earlier. Although still large compared with 
prewar, it was t:·1__, smallest production for thu quarter since 1942, Output of 
all classes, was below a year earlier but-beef declined n'lost. 

Livestock marketings and meat output are likely to continue less than a 
year earlier throuch 1948. 

The number of hogs at the beginning of 1948 was around 2 million head 
less than a y0ar before. Total slaughter in th:.., first 9 months of l948 is likely 
to be below that of the same peri.od of 1947. ]-lost of this reduction had oo9urred in 
the first quarter., In February) hog slaughter under Federal inspection was 
4 t--ercent below the same month of 1947 o In the first two weeks of March, 1•rhen 
shippers anticipated a strike of packinghouse norkcrs, slaughter was 26 percent 
greatEJr than last year. But in the next two weeks, after the strike beganJ 
slaughter declined sharply¢ 

Federally inspected meat production in th•e third and fou_rth -weeks of 
March was smaller by 44 and 38 percent respectively than in the same weeks a 
year earlier. Total meat.· output vras not reduoed correspondingly since the 
strike v:as confined r:lf.tinly to plants or:eratipg: 'under Federal inspection _and 
other plants ap?nrently increased th(ir output.~ Marketings also held closer 
to last year's levels than did Federally inspected slaughter, as 1s indicated 
by the following figu~es for salabl~ receipts ut 12 leading markets: 

Cattle : Sheep andLambs_: ____ . Hogs 
Week of: ....,..,19"""'4;'""''7,----··-r9~: 1947 1948 : 1947=---~""'19""'4:8::=--= 
March 6 : 246~962 190,104 151,981-- -=-H-=--7=-,-,21fo ___ Tff9,496 300 1 291 

March 13 :232,939 178,209 138,218 155,676 17~040 305,533 
March 20 ;238,706 103.835 156,043 89,511 202,047 154,145 
I_Aa_· r_c_h_2 __ 7 ______ :_2_6 __ 2...::.,_6_2_1 __ 13_0-=• ... 3_6_5_. _148 ~~5}:_ _ 117, 267 203; 631 199,743 

Throur,h spring and early summer, hog slaughter is likely to be about the 
same as a y•:.o.r earlier, since the 1947 fall pig crop from which most of the mar
ketings vri 11 comv was only slightly larger than the 1946 fall cropo ·In the late 
summer and fall, . ho,:rovor' s laugh 1er may be considerably. smaller than' ~t the same 
time last y.:;nr. If a larger 1948 corn crop is in prospect, the chanCElS ~;;~.re that 
many hogs will bo held from market for finishing on the new crop~ 
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The l:ntontions of producers as rerorted last fall indicate that 
11 percent f{;w(;;r sovrs villl farrow this spring than last. If these intentions 
are carried out a somewhat simi.lar decrease in hog slau~:;hter would occur 
during October 1948-hiarch 1949. 

Fevmr cattle and calves are likely ·to be marketed this year ·than last. 
About 3 million head, or 3 percent, less wure on farms .Tanuary 1, 1948 than a 
year "teforo and the reduction was great0r :in steers and beef. calvos than in 
other cl~sses of beef cattle. 

Fed cattle for market at least through fall will be fewer than the 
laq:;e markE>tinr.;s last year. Numbers on food at the beginning of this year 
were 12 ~orcent under Ja.nua~y·l, 1947. In addition, records of shipments 
of feeder and stocker cattle this year show few~r cattle moving to principal 
feeding ar0as than in the same rr1onths last year. 

Marketinr;s of grass cattle this year nlso are expected to be smaller than 
in 1947 •· 

Cattle daughter droppr3d off matt;rially in February. February inspected 
slaughter of 977,000 head was· 26 percent hJss than January, 15 percent lc?ss than 
February last y:;ar, and +he stnallcst r'ebruary slaughter since 1943. 

Tne number of calves slaughtered in 19·18 is expected to bc3 large but may 
not equal the near-record 1947 kill. Helati.vely higher prices for meat animals 
than for dai.ry products and below average.; t)uttc;rfo.t-feed and milk-feed price 
ratios will cncouragu slaughter of veal calves. On the otrwr hand, there will 
be fewer calves for slaughter on account of the smaller number of cows on farms 
January 1. At the first of t'he yuar, the number of milk cows was 4 percent 
below January 1., 1947 while the numbt.Jr of beef covrs wa:s dovm 2-1/2 pEJrcent. 
During the fi.rst r!uarter of this y0ar, slaugh~.;or of' calves under Federal 
inspection was about 9 percent loss than a yoar earlier. 

Meat Animal Prices Still Near Record 

]'.•leat production is likely to romai.n b0low last year and to bo relatively 
smo.llost: during the summer. Prospects for meat animal prices in the next few 
months <;1epend on the movement of stock to markot, and on any chant.e.s in demand. 

· Desl'itE: the sharp declines in Februar:,•, moat-animal prices ·are now hir;her 
than d~~ing any )eriod before decontrol in 1946 and ar0 still ncar the 1947 
record yearly averngos. As the seasonally low meat production of: spring and 
sumnlEJr approaches, prices of'meat animals will be in a strong po:>ition~. 
If d.:>mand continuos at present l·:•V~;ls, prices may b~; expected to rise moderately. 
Because:; of reduced supplies of fed c<:tttl8, prices of tho bEJtter gtadss of steers 
probably v:ill riso at least seasonally next smnr:-,er and early fall. If feed 
r.:rospects are averace or better, prices of g;rass cattl8 may decline less 
tbsm seasonally. 'l'he sea.som~l decrease in hog prices next fall, when the spring 
pig crop comes to markot, may occur later tb::m usual. 
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T~ble 1.-Wholcsalc price per 100 pounds of Western dressed beef o.nd 
of o.ll ho.s. products, Chicago, and ratio of be;ef production to p::mk production 

Umtt.d States annual 1919, 1929-47 and monthly 1947-48 

Yc:urs 

1919 
1929 
1930 
1931 
1932 
1933 
1934 
1935 
1936 
1937 
1938 
1939 
1940 
1941 
1942 
1943 
1944 
1945 
1946 
1947 

1947 
-Jun. 

Feb. 
MEtr. 
Apr. 
May 
June
July 
Aug. 
Sept. 
Oct, 
Nov. 
Dec. 

1948 
Jan, 
Feb. 

. . 

(Data for cover po.ge) 

Docf S tcor good, 100 pounds a.ll 
500-600 lbs, hog products 

--·-Doi{ars ___ 1l:L Do 1ars ----
.v' 22,34 2~.96 

21.26 19.78 
17-.45 19.00 
13,40 14.12 
ll.43 9,18 
8,79 9. 23 

10.38 12.,86 
15,, 57 20,08 
13,21 18,55 
17.31 19.21 
14,39 16.12 
15.46 10,63 
16,11 ll,67 
17,18 16.,99 
19.98 22,tll 
20.62 21,68 
19,88 20,60 
19.88 ;),u., 75 
27.81 28.56 
41,46 !a.~8 

36.22 36,37 
35.·14 39,83 
37.11 43,80 
35,80 .40,0,0 
'37. 30 38.08 
40.75 38,63 
43 0 •16 40,04: 
46.40 12.86 
117.6 5 16 .. 35 
45.86 '15, 61 
45,38 '~2. 96 
46.19 1.<3.,09 

47,15 11..:3.,97 
41,80 3~.47 

Ratio beef pro-
duction to pork 
produ?ti~. 3/ 

79,7 
66,5 
69,8 
68,8 
61,9 
70.5 
96.7 

111.6 
98,4 
97,8 
89,9 
81.0 
71.5 
84,9 
81,3 
62,9 
68.5 
96,1 
83.9 
99,0 

y 
83.7 

104.5 
128.4 
us·. 5 
114.4 
107 ~ 7 
113.0 
130.1 
156.3 
127,0 
80,6 
73,3 

85.5 
92,8 

1T1929-32, sso to ··7oo po'Und.s,- bo-g inning l933-,-5oo· ·to-··6ao·--pounds;--
Y Calcul::ttcct fro!n composite value of 71.32 pounds of frvsh and cured edible hog 
pro<.~ucts rmd by-products cxcludinr; casings, but including white g;roase. 
3/ Computc.d fr<)m dress (,d vrdght of total slaughter, beef and pork (excluding lard) • 
!/ July-December n.vvrago all wvights. y R.ntio of monthly beof production to po:k 
production, excluding lard, under Federal Inspection, Part of monthly variation l 5 

caused hy soasonnl chRngcs in supplies. 
Data from Livestock Branch, Production and Harkcting Administration. 



LMS-13 - 7 -

Farm production and marketings of meat anill'la.ls have incJ'eased greatly 
since prewar. As measured by the index of production for sale and for home 
use on farms, outp~t in 1947 was 46 percent above the 1935-39 average. This 
was larger than the incree.ee 'l.n feed grains, dairy products and several other 
farm products, though less than food grains, poultry products, and fruits.and 
truck crops. Even though production of meat animals will decline somewhat in 
19481 it Will Still be far abOVe prewar • 

'Meat consumption per person was 154 pounds in 1947 and may be between 
143 and 146 pounds in 1948. In 1937-41 it averaged 134 poundso The estimate 
for 1948 is baaed on prospects for both ?reduction and exports. Exports and 
shipments in 1946 reached lo2 billion pounds, dressed meat basis. In 1947, 
they dropped to 340 million pounds--about 1-1/2 percent of production. In 
1948 they are again likely to be small. Exports are under license control. 

The support price for good and choice butcher hogs at Chicago in late 
Ma:'\ch was $16.50. Support prices, although varying seasonally, averaged $16.15 

in ~he period September 1947 through March 1948. A new support schedule for 
April-September will be announced about April 1. Since the parity price for 
hogs on March 15 was $18.00, 70 cents higher than last September 15, the now 
schedule will average $16.84 at Chicago. Under present legislation, the hog 
price support will end December 31, 1948. There are no support programs for 
cattle or lambs. 

In the last two weeks of March, weekly average prices of barrows and 
gilts at Chicago·wore $22.33 and $21.40, compared with $27.56 in mid-January. 
If they follow the u~ual seasonai pattern this year, prices of butcher hogs 
will not change much through June but will probably rise moderately beginning 
in July when marketings will be seasonally smaller. 

The hog-corn price rat.io continued below average in February and March. 
The ratio, farm basis, on March 15, was 10.3 compared with 17.6 a year 

·earlier and the 1927-46 average of 12.8 for that month. 

Prices of prime and choice and good slaughter steers at Chicago remained 
relatively unchanged in late February and in March. Prices of common and 
medium grade steers rose moderately, reflecting a strong demand for such cattle 
and seasonally small supplies being marketed. In ·February and March, prices 
of stockers and feed.ere, slaughter cows, heifers, and bulls were comparatively 
higher than prices of slaughter steers. 

In late March, prices of good and choice slaughter ewes at Chicago were 
over $2.00 higher than a year earlier and only moderately lower than the 
records reached in late January and early February. Prices of lambs stabilized 
in late February and in March at around $4.00 below the peak at the first of 
the year. In late March, a moderate number of spring lambs moved to slaughter 
from the San Joaquin Valley of California at around $22.00. The average price 
for good and choice old crop wooled lambs at Chicago during the week ending 
March 27 was $21.82 .• 

Pattern of Meat-Animal Prices in 1919-21 

After the end of the first woF1d war, prices of all meat animals rose, 
reaching new peaks in 1919~ Within a7ear after the Armistice, however, they 
began a sharp decline. Meat animal prices started down~in the fall of 1919, 

. ' 
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when marketings of cattle and sheep were increasing seasonally. Just before 
the declir~8, -c,he index of :n:ices recoived by fa!'IJlElrs for all meat animals was 
abOLl.t 228 (,~ug~st 1'-/09-July 1914-==100). By the end of 1921, thl"ee years after 
tht; Arwlstice, the index ~!las down to 90. 

Prices rece iYed by farmers for cattle avf)ra.ged about $11.40 per 100 · puuJ 
in April and May 1919. By Octc,ber, they had gon<::> down to $8.92; Prices· th0n 
roCO"lC.i2;)u ,..,.nd helC! abov-e $9 .\)0 until August 1920, when they again ·turn down.o. 
wa1d reaching a low of $4.80 in December 1921. 

Prices received by farmers for hogs averaged $20.12 per 100 pounds.in 
Jul;yr 1919, tho peak following World War I. Prices dropped sharply during the 
LL11, reaching $12.39 in :Jecemter, 1919. Through October 1920 prices were 
stead.~r but th~y acain d.eclinec_ substantially during the fall of 1920, reaching 
$3.50 in Dece!ll.ter of that year. During the year 1921 hcg prices averaged $7.63 
compa. .. ed with ~12.92 in 1920 and $16"39 in 1919. 

From 1921 to 1924 :prtces received by farmers for meat animals were rel
atively uncha.1ged, The index :!.n 1921.:. averaged 112. In 1925, cattle prices 
strene:thenec1 and hog prices rc-se considerably. In general, meat anii:nal 
prices moved slowly higher until 1929. 

The decline in meat animal rrices in 1919-21 was largely associated with 
the general pl."ice dsfb.tion. Meat animal prices started down earlier than 
most other prices, partly because of the seasonal incr(~ase in marketings. 
Th•'l Bureau of La:bor Statist:tcg wholesale price index for all .commodities moved 
UIJ to a peak il:"l May 1920, vhen · it wafJ. 167 · .( 1926=100) • . By the end of the year 
it was 121 and ir.. :Do-:em1Jer 1921 it was down to 93. In ·late .. 1925·, it ha·d. risE-n 
only to 104, 

Sinc0 the end of World War II, there has been no general price recession 
comparable to the.t following the fir::~t World War,. ·At :present., there is little 
evidence as to whether a recession i~ to.be expected> when·it will cdme, or 
how severe it may l;le ' The iSSU'3S o:r European re li~f and.; military preparedness 
a~ well as trends in domestic investrr~nt are not sufficiently certain to permit 
an accurate> appraisal. The only substantial price cl.ecline sincf-l the end of 

·World vlar. II occurred :J.n FP.bruary and affected. only part of· the farm prorlucts, 
By contras'~ the 1920 price breal5: was general. 

• 

I 

Earl:· .J:~unb Cro12 .lO. 'P~~.:t:. J3elo~ 191~7 

The early lamb crop._ (lambs born before March 1) in 10 principal produc
ing Sta~es ·t;his. yea1.·· is e8timated at 10 percent below 1947 and the smallest of 
record. The srr.aller crop is the result of fewer breAding sheep and a smaller 
v·oportion r:.f ewes lambing before .. March 1, The number of ewes over 1 year of 
aee de;c.lined in. all of the 10 e.arly States in 1SJ47. The decrease avt1raged 
4 pe;>ce:"'.t in buth California and. Texas, the principal States, and_in the araa 
a:J..a whole. D6cl~nes were greatest in Washington, Oregon) Idaho, and Arizona 
(CJee t.'3.1le 2). 'l'he total decline in the lO·.States since January 1943 has been 
alrr:ost 5 million head or 31 percent. 

'rhE: eA.rly lamb crop in California this year is around 7 pe_;r·cep.t lE?SB than 
in 1946_ BecJ.usE.. of dry weather> range· feed conditions in the early lambing 
.sE-ct.ionn of t:1e Gtate on Ma:r;cq 1 wer.e.. an all-time low. ·However, ·many of the 
la_mbs. huve _grazed. on. irrigated pastures ·or have_ been fed ·.liberally on grain and 
Q.ay, Thus "tht>y have developed better than ,;t:"ange .conditions indicate,. 'rhe move· 

· lll.ent to rr:.arkt::Jt started early. Many lambs will prollably be sold as feeders. 
B~ca~0e of the feed shortage in the State more than the usual number will go 
eust.rarJ.. · · 
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Inmost· of :the. :b'th~r.!'early laiT\i:/ S:t~te.s Febr.uary wa·s cold and.wet~ This 
retarded the growth. of. gr~'s~. apd -t~e.:tieyeioi#.en.t ·of .. ~amb's. · FaVQra~le .. weather 
will of .course ·bring impro\rement. ··.: · ..... ·. ·· · · · 

' · ' ·· J, r· ; ' ""1 - • · : ' ' ' • ~ •·· 1 ' - 1 ~·.: '. •' 

About thE!' norrna:CpercEmt~ge.of .. 'early'1airibs is expected to be marketed 
before July 1, although the timing of shipments will still be influenced by 
rarige al1d f~.ed' cond:i.'tions ~n .dalifo'in:l.a.·and. else1vhere. . . . . : ~ , . . ~ . ' .~ . ' . . ' . . . . . . 

The late lamb crop aUm J..,. l.i'it.e~y· to be smaller 'in 1948 than in _1947 
since the number of ·sheep·declined'.i!i' the late· lambin-g States in 1947. The 
number of ewes over 1 'year· ih the '6 we'sfern late lambing S.ta tes was 4 percent 
less this· January thari last, arid ,.36 percent les·s ti1an the January 1942 peak. 
In the 32 'eastern late lambing .States, the number was 7 percent le'ss. th~m in 
1947 and 45 percent under 1942. ' · 

Table 2 ..... Number of ~reeding ewes (1 year ·and over). on fanns January 1, 
selected States and regions,· United States, 1942-48 

--------------------------------~~- ---
:- "·"" .•. " ·. , ... ,· •.. ·:c·. . %--· .• " •..• -: : .... '·1~194!:~ -~ 

States 

Early lamb 
---states

California 
Washington 
Oregon 
Idaho 
Arizona 
K.ehtUcky 
Tennessee 
Virgi~i·a 

" Missouri 
Texas 

1942 

. . 
Thous. ---

:_l.2_L757 
2,451 

464 
1, 216 
1, 531 

528 
. 90,7 
Jl? 
309 

1, 269 
6,765 

. 

Late lamb States 
~Vvestern : 

1943 : 191-~-L~ :.;,194~- . :~ .. · .·i~6..-.:. -1947 ..... ~ .-1943--~percent

. . . . . . ' . . . . 
: age of 
: 1947 

Thous7'Thou~-ThoUS.'Tf10US.--;-·Thous-. -1}1ous. f'erc en t 

15,7,58 
2,353 
L~l 

1,131 
1,454 

499 
889 
323 
296 

1,269 
7,lOJ 

1:4,295 
2,188 

388 
i,007 
1,309 

466 
792 

. 294 
278 

1,"180 
6,393 

13, 725' 
2,021 

349 
886 

1,178 
i+04 
704 
268 
2'78 

1,052 
6, 585 

12,42~ 
1,698 

3~1 
744 

1,041 
.379 
648 
263 
257 
947 

6,124 

11,365 10,882 95.8 
·-::-1, 562 1, 5,0_0_· ---'9'--;6~ • ....,..0-

292 254 87.0 
662 616 93~1 
979 920 94.0 
359 335 93~3 
654 647 98.9: 
260 255 98.'1 
249 240 ' 96.4 
952 . 935 98~2 

5,396 5,~80 96.0 

States y :" 11,243 11,21+1 10,437 9,608 · 8,556 7,579· 7~243 9.5.6: 

32 other 
States 

Total u.s. · 

. . 
· ~· ~~J~i 3~Jgj -3~:·~~i 3i: ~~6 --~~~~g~- --2~~~z~ 23·:-!:-~~:::?~""'". · ~.~:-=:;:.-=-,:.ii--. 

:~/~.:iori't~ri'a, 'Wytimi~g, Coloradoj Utah, Nevada, and New Hen-=.-c-6,_.----:--:--------:---
:. 

' Total. sheep an·d lamb slaughter iri 1948 )_:)robably will be considerably 
smaller than the 1947 slaughter of 18.8 millio.n head which was the smallest . 
since 1929. The reduction this year w-:i.ll show up ln most and possibly all 
months. Federally insp~cted slaughter o~· sheep and lambs in January was 
lJ percent· less thfih ·:a year earlier and February I slaughter :iras do;wn 5· percent 
~rom last Februa.ry'. J;,ambs from the early crop wi 11 begin cominr, to market · 
1n vol'Lll'rte in· April 'ancFthose from the late crop by• September-. · · · . . ' . ~.. ' '/ :': 
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Sh6e:pmon not only will market fewer lamas this yenr than in 1947, but 
also fewer owes·;, If they should begin to incr::lasr> herds this fall~ marketings 
of ;;.;wes would probably drop considerably' and mon-; ~;oWe larflbs would also be held 
out of marketings. Slaughter of mature sheep under Federal inspection this 
January vras the smallest since 1942-. Howev.Jr, it 1Nas 10 percent'o.f totf1.l 
inspected slaughter, i~hich was much abovG the average percentage. 

The number of yearling wsthurs for markot from Texas this yoar is con
siderably smaller than a year earlier. This is indica ted by the fact that tho 
number of stock YJether and ram lambs on ranches in Texas January 1 wcro 
838,000 compared with 1,056,000 a year earlier. Texas y~mrlings usually make 
up a rath r large share, of niarkutings during ~;lay-July. For the United States 
Gs a wholo, the number of stock wether ~md ram lambs on far:r1.s January 1, 1948 
totaled 1,169,000 huad, 18 percent less than a year $arlicr and tho smallest 
since 1936·. 

Texas range conditions wore below av~rago in oarly February! but rains 
later in the month markedly improved prospGcts for spring grazin~. 

19~7 Wool Production Smallest Since 1925; Fino 
Wool selling ab-ove CCC Purchase Price· 

Total domostic wool production, shorn and. pulled, in 1947 was 6stimated 
at 310 million pounds, the smallest since 1925~ The; average production in 
1936-45 was 427 million pounds. Domestic produC'tion was equivalent to 4 months 
domostic consumption of apparel wool in 1947. Production of wool in 1948 will 
probably be moderately smaller than last yuo.r b0cause fevror sheop are _on hand. 

The Comnodity Credit Corporation probably will continue'to purchase most 
of the domostic rroduction of medium and coarse wools in 1948, since its support 
prices for th0sc g;rados are much hie;hor than currunt market prices. During the 
past year, world rrices of fine and half-blood wools ho.v0 risen so much that 
many domestic producers of th(,SEJ grndfoS havu J.ound it prof'itobfe to sell throue;h 
commercial ·channvls rather than the CCC. However, rocent declines in prices of 
fo1"0ign wools have tc,nded·to reduce commercial contracting for this yoar's clip. 

B8cause of th0 incrc:J.sed demcmd and oompurativl,ly higher prices for fino 
wools CCC stocks of those grades havu h.~.:,on ruducod, but th0ir stocks of medium 
grades have continued to increase. CCC stocks of :::..ll vvools declined from 469.6 
million pounds, groase basis, at thv beginning of 1;),47 to 333.8 million o.t the 
boginning of 1940~ · · 

Reduced tariff ratvs on import8d wool, which wont into eff'oct nt the be
ginning of this year, may riot h(WO any large influ<:-nco on total imports of raw 
wocl and wool textiles in 1948. The tariff ro.tos cin wool of apparel 'classes, 
which make up tho bulk of our raw ·wool imports, '.':ere rcduc(,d 25 per-cent or 8-1/2 
cents per cleun pound (approximntcly '3~5 cents, grease:; bn.sis). Ad vlliorom duticl 
for wool textiles, previously ranging, from 3S to 45 percent, wt-re mostly lowered 
-to 25 percent. 

CAUSES OF SLAUGFITEH COlWl.!l'iT~ATIONS 

For many· years a principal function of the Mwt Inspection S ervico ·of the 
Department of Agriculture has b,;cn the j_nspocti.on of livestock before .and 
during slaughter to eliminate those animals, mvats and mellt produc'ts affoctcc 
with disease or other 'l,mwholesome: condi tibns. r·:cut and muat products produced 
under Federal inspccti on and approvvd for food us t. ar 8 marked "U. S. Inspected 
a.nd Passed". Animals and a.ll products not ap_:rovcd for food use nrc condt-mned 
and go into fertilizers. incdiblu gr8usc, and other nonfood uses8 
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During 1946~4.7 ~ condemnations ·o.r live animals and whole carcasses 
under F'ederal inspection amo~.mted t'o only 0.2 percent of total inspected 

·.hog slaughter: Oo5 percent of sheep. and l~mb. slaughter; Oo5 percent of 
cattle; slaughter; a~d 0.9 per.cent of ualf slaughter~ · · · · 

Ante Mo:rtem Inspection 
~ 

Niost of the live animals condemned are aged, sick or seriously in·
juredo Condemnation of dying animals a:ccoun:ted for 1,985 of the 3,698 cattle. 
condemned before slaughter· in 1946-47,2,262 of the 2~84q live hogs and 
2,190 of the ·2,329 sheep. In cattle .• a. second large cau,se of condem.-:J.ation 
was tumors and similar conditions, for which 1,472 animals were condemned. 
(See table .. _3). 

Post Mortem !nspection - ---- ~"'"----

The principal causes of carcass condemnations ~re pneumonia, pleurisy; 
anq other inflarrunn.tory conditions. Septic. conditions, primarily pyemia and 
septeoimiu., accounted for another large part ·of carcR.sses rejected for food. 
A third prin.Jipal cause was emaciation. For calves, the principal cause. in 
194G-47 vms irruna.turity. Tuberculosis in hogs and one disease of sheep (caseous 

·lymphadenitis) were the only infectious dis:eo.s cs that ca. used large carcass 
condenmations. Injuries were a. os.u:se for H\rge carcas~ losses for all sp~cies 

·and arthritis of hogs resulted in a· cons id.erablo number of condemnations. 

In addition to. live an.ima),s al}d whole carcasses, parts of co.rc0.sses 
are subject to inspection and condomnatioll. For example over'L5 million 
cattle livers ~.rere condemned durine; 1046-47 or 11 per~ent of the total. 
Injuries to animals are a major cause of condemnations of products, princi
pally of hams and shoulders of hogs.· Actinomycosis (l~_mpy jaw) tuberculosis, 
abscesses and tumors e..re tne biE;gest causes of' condemnation, of heads to-
gether vii"bh tongues, brains, and other edi"ole ;_:;arts. · · · . 

. Table 3~--Number of an:ma.ls condemned bef<•re slt:t.ughter under ·Federal'
inspection and causes of conderr.:L•e.tions, ficca.l year 1946-47 

- ---·-·- -· Sheep 
Causes of condemnations Catt.J.e Calves Ho::;s and 

. ' lambs 
Number I:TU'iilbe-r--· Numbei· "Number --..-........-.-- --- --

Dying . o :r near death 1,985. 1$302 2 )262 2,190 
Tumors, etc. 1,472 1 2 
Immaturity· 214 
Pyrexia. (high'temperature) 72 19 249 121 
Hog cholera 246 
All other causes 169 29 186 18 

Total _3 '698 1J965 2,945 2,329 

Cmn.piled f:roin arinual report of Chief of Bureau of Animal Industr~r, 194'(, 
p. 61.; 
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Table 4. • Number of carcasses oond3mned under Federal insP' etion· 
of carcasses and causes of condemnations, fiscal 

year 1946-47 

----- ---------- --- --- --- --------·---: : .Weep ;; 

CnHS'3S of condormr.tions Cattle ·calves . . . . --- ---- --- ____ .......__, ---;- Nuiiib'er-- Num""i:ier 

Pneumonia and pleurisy 
Otr1er inflammatol'Y conditions 

Septic conditio11s 1/ 
Emaciation -
Immaturity 
Tuberculosis 
Hog cholera 
SWine erysipelas 

Other infectious diseases 
Malignant growths (l'~eop lasms) 
Parasitic conditions 
Injuries 
Arthritis 
Jaundice (Icterns) 

All other causes 

Total 

t 

. 
' .. 

13,495 8,143 
22,378 3,825 
13,106 2,556 
8,947 8,687 

31,168 
1,529 19 

768 52' 
6,532 146 

846 11 
4,751 1,100 

340 1,218 
278 1,095 
801 234 

. . -
Hogs and 

lambs 
Numb_er__ Number-" 

23,373 
8,695 

24,452 
267 

2 
3,6:'V4 
5.229 

'2,061 
7,350 
1,105 

633. 
2,327 

11,268 
8,870 
B,661 

21,066 
1,609 
5,340 

'22,814 
41 

357 

17,241 
223 

·1,347 
2,914 
1,465 
3,733 
1,167 

1/ Principally pyemia "Tincluding B."bSCe sses ) niid'SeptecTriiia. _ 
Compiled .from annual report of Chief of Bureau of .Animal Industry, 1947, page 62. 

CANNED ~tEAT PRODUCTION AND DISTRIBUTION 

Civilian Supply Over 1 Billion 
founds Tn 1947 - ---

Canned meat supplies for domestic use in 1947 were over twice as large as 
in 1939. More than 1 billion pounds of canned ment (net product weigh~) was 
available to civi liens in 1947 compared with 469 million in 1939 ;; ·In ··earcass 
weight equivalent 1 this was ap;Jroximate1y 8 pounds per person compa;-edwith 
5 pounds in 1939. Total civilian meot consumption was 154. pounds per 'person, 
carcass weight basis, in 1947 and 133 pounds 'in 1939,, 

Figures on product).on of canned meats are available for federally inspected 
plants. Since they omit non-federally inspe~ted slaughter they are not entirely 
complete, but the error is believed small because uninspected· plant.s produce 
little canned meat. 

·canned meat output expanded sharply during the war to meet the needs of the 
military forces 1 lend-lease and UNl\RA. 'Peak production was reached in 19~3 when 
federally inspected output was over 2 billion pounds • In 1945 ~ output had 
declined .only slightly from tl).e peak of two years earlier •. It totaled 1,3 billion 
pounds in 1946 and was 1~1 billion in 1947o ... 

Imports of canned meat during thewar were reser~ed {arg~·lyfor military~j 
Imports of canned beef,the most important of the canned meat products,were held t,9, 
e. low 1evol in 1946 and the fi1·st half of 1947 by import controls. They increased 
after June 30i 1947 when controls were lifted but the rate in the second half of 
1947. was stil smaller than in the same period of most years from 1937 to 1945• 
Total canned beef imports for 1947 amounted to 28.7 million poundse 
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. Comrnero'ia.l e:x:por·ts and shJpments of co.nned mcot vrere relatively low during 
'9ha war~ Nearly all meats exported., both canned e.url carcass wert:: purchased by the 
Department of Agriculture and vre:re distributer:l UJlder tho prog1'ams of the Department 
and by UNRRA,. USDA purchasos of c<~nned meat 0.nd ratio~s d.ur:i.ng tho war totaled 
over 3 billion pounds (reported as deliveries to CCC or meats of ficia.lly graded for 
~CC). Peak purchases of ov..er l billion pounds were made in 19<.1:3" Purchases de
cJined steadily in 1944-46 and no United States meat was pur0hased in 1547. 

J:Ii1itary Purchases Over 1 BJ.llion Pounds in 1944 -·--- --- ~··- ...... _,._--
M-i.litary purchases of canned meat ():lomestic and imported) reached a peak of 

over l.1 billion pounds in 1944 and totaled almost 4 billion pounds from 1941 to 
1947. Some of this meat, however, was transferred to ceo ~luring the war, e.nd to Pr.:.\ 
ilnd Ul~BJUl for their export pro grams at the end of th8 war vrhen military stocks wel E: 

'rery large, During 1946 and 1947 canned meat purchases by the armed forc0s wer0 
small. Throughout the war, a wide variety of canned meat mea1s and rations were 
developed for military feeding. I,fany of these are novr being promoted for the 
civilian market. Increased incomes of consumers, which have stimulated de;:mnd for 
all meats, and the increases in the number of dif.t'erent canned meat products now 
availg,ble have greatly expanded ·bhe market: f.' or canned meats. Because of the new 
uarmed meat IJroducts and increased consumer acceptance, output will probably remain 
1•rell above pr~o.r. 

Table 5~-Canned meat: Production and distribution, 1937-47 ·· 
(:net product; vr eight ) 

----·----- :Comro.er._- ~ ··--;·-------·_----:-Apparent 

~Federally:Imports Total :cial ex- : U.S.D.A. ~ Nilitary civilian 
Year :inspected; 'iJ' . supply :ports and; pilt·ohases ·: purchases d.i.stri-

: produc- ~ : ; shipments : o/ · ~ 3/ : tuti on 
: tion 1/ : : : 3/ ~ ·· : - : 6/ 

- :~-fil. 1 b .. -1f:i r:-Tb:l-riC 1 b ,,- m.L fb -o - f1Iil.-i b~---r~i1f..11J-:- JHT.Tb:;--
1937 --z;o8.~1 ss:r- -396:2 ---2T:-s ----·o- ----- 374.3 
1938 303~5 78Q6 082.1 22.8 0 359,3 
1939 406.8 85,9 492a7 23,9 0 468.8 

1940 .~ 530~2 61,3 591.5 20,, 2 0 571.3 
1941 883.9 l04o3 988.2 26 0 7 188~4 75a5 697.6 
1942 1,926$6 9].6 2,018.2 19n8 87~.6 920.5 202.3 
1943 2,051~2 105 0 5 2,156u7 9~9 1,024.8 680.5 441~5 
1944 1~930 0 7 87$7 2~018~4 13~2 448,6 1,121.0 435~S 
1945 1 1 926~1 54m8 1,980.9 13o5 359,6 970 0 9 636.9 
1946 1,342.8 3o3 1,346~1 55s3 157.1 19.2 1~111~5 
1947 : 1,099 .. 4 28.7 1,128.,1 . 64~2 '!J L,5 1~062,4 

J!Ireef ;-por1~, sausage, all other;-·exolU'ding soup; Feddi::aTiyinspected proo.uction-
18 a very large part of total production. 27 Includes canned be8f only.· :'/Depart .. 
ment of Commerce data; for 1941-46 ·the figures are totnl export.s and shipments 'minus 
lend .. .} ease and UNRRA.. y Canned meats an(~. r1ee.t food prrxl ucts officially graded for 
CCC. Does not include transfers of meat from. the military to CCC or mnall quantitiN 
turned back to civilians, or transferred to ·tho military. Purchases from. U. S. sup
Plies or imrvorts? 51· From ,:8+-,a.+.:tst:Lal Ye~;rbcoks of .the Qua:.:tm'!.a::lste:r c·orps.'! and 
other military recor"ds; Tf<.J.r meat Board.~. e.:::id other Department of Agriculture figures, 
The 1terns shown are not a complete listing of a::.l canned meats purch11.sed during the 
war year~, but cover prac-tically all of the canned meats purchased durine; the war .,. 

~o:r mass bro9p ft:~eding. In~ludes lmpo;t~d canned meat and 
, pme meat e.nd rations later transferred ·bo CCC e.nd Ul!RRL 
sup 1' . · 
l . ~ les or imports. fi From fodenilly inspected s U:(lplies 
1m1nary. · · 

army rationso Includes 
Purchases from U. S. 
and imports. '!J Pre-



M.ARCH, 1948 .. 14 ... 

Table 6. - Canned noo.t pror'lue+:ion by clas~ and size of prod1ict, under Federal 
Inspection, Jqly-IJe~<:emr)er, 1947 

_ (net product vrei~;ht) · · 
-------- ---------·-;- s iTc-ing -·--:c·o~i·l,;_ti:{er_:_ ·····--- :--·rel:c·<'-'mage-of.1:;o"'"'"-t-a..-1--

e.nd :packa:::;cs: ---3-ib. Under :---. 
Item :institution-: or shelf: Total and 3 lb. :. 'rota~ 

al sizes - :sizes over size 
3 1 b. and ~ under 1 s i z e 

over : 3 · 1 b.. 1 ~ : : 

····-- ----·-· -- -·--- 1,ooo lb. 1,6occ·lb • .h_OOO-f5:·-PercentPer~ent;rercen_! 

Luncheon meat (including 
such i terns as spiced ham, 
chopped and pressed meats) 

Canned hams (whole or frac
tional) 

Corned beef hash 

Chjl:i con cal'ne 

Vienna sB.usage 

Potted nnd deviled meat food 
pr oduo ts ( exc J. ucling devi 1 ·~ 
ed ham) 

Devi 1 ed har.1. 

Tamales 

Sliced dried beef 

Liver products 

Meat stew (all t;y-pt>s) 

Spaghetti meat prochiCts 
(all types) 

Tonc.uc (other the.n pickled) 

Vinegar pickled products 

All other pr0d~cts contain
ing 20 percent or mote 
meat 

All oth, r products cont:dn
ing loss tha~ 20 p~rccnt 
meat (excludinG cann~d 
S 0U;}) 

. 
' . 

93,600 

49. 579 

7, 242 

4,749 

556 

585 

70 

1, 0 57 . 

J,.,21G 

1, 420 

5, 419 

11, 587 

832 

' . 

79 > 428 173,028 b2~6 17.9 27.8 

4,766 64, 345 27.9 1.1 8.7 

55,603 62,845 4.1 1?..5 10,1 

40,459 45,208 2.7 9.1 7,2 

49,479 50,035 0.3 ll.l 8,0 

25, 47G <?5, 4:76 5.7 4.1 

2,11,12 2>412 .5 .4 

14:, fll8 lh, 4.03 .3 3.3 2,5 

3. 47"5 3, 554 .8 .6 

3,397 3,397 .8 .5 

24, 6'/3 25;730 .6 5 .. 5 4.1 

17 235 , .. 18,451 .7 3.9 3.0 

3,939 5, ~"Sb8 .s ~9 .9 

-n .. 315 16, 734 2.6 2. 7 

_70,:387 81,974 6,5 15,8 13.2 

37,310 
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Liwatock pria.a ~ 100 :P0UD4a (e~ut wbe:L-. DOted} • .rlriltttJ:ap 11114 a.laushter 
atat1at1oa 1 b7 apeotea, Febl'UAZ'Y, 1946 .with oompcu"iaons 

I tea 

Cattle 11114 oalwa 
Bed' steers sold out ot tmt 

hands, Chicago r 

PRICES 

Choice 8Jld prilll ••••••••••" •• ••••••••' 14,61 2"1.17 33.68 28.08 26.26 36.80 30,57 
Good .................................... ll5,29 2l5,66 28.73 23,93 23.79 30.36 27.10 
ModiUIII ,.,,,.,.,,,.,,,.,,,,,, . .,.,,,,,.,r 11,63 20,75 24,80 20,44 21,06 26,69 23,91 
Common •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••·'----~~9~·~6~7~---il~6~·~2;0. ____ 2~1~·~3~8 ____ -il~5~·~8i3~---il~6~·~6~7 ____ -i2;1~·~8~2~---i2~0~·~9~5~------------
Al1 srade8 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••L'-----.i~3~,·2~2~--~2~2~o~0=8;---~2~7~,~8~0;---~2~2~,~l~6~--~2?1=•~9~4~--~2~9~,1~6~--~2~6~,4~3~-------------

Good sra4e COIIIJ 1 Chicago .,,,.,,,.,,,..,,1 10,!0 16,77 22,15 16,65 16,89 23,18 21,12 
vea1enl Qd, 11114 Oh,, Chicago ........... 1 12,90 25,29 28,78 24.58 26,00 30,41 27.15 
stocker aD4 feeder ateen 1 

Kan8&8 C1t7 •••••••••• ••• ..................... 10.66 18.32 
AT, price rece1'ft4 b7 fUWNI I 

Beef eattla •••••••••••••••••••••••••••: 
Veal eal?ea •••••••••••••••••••••••••••' 
~ 
Av. lll&l'ltet price, Ohioaeo 1 

9.71 
10.99 

16.85 
18.50 

25,23 

20.50 
23.70 

17.68 

16.70 
18,00 

18.96 

17.00 
19,00 

21.60 
24.40 

24.15 

19.50 
23.00 

Barrow~ and gilta •••••••••••••••••••••' 24,48 24,77 22.86 26,12 27,06 22.48 

20.70 
23.40 

S0¥8 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••'----~~~~--~2~0~_,.,8~8~--~2~1~,776~--~1~9~,2;:6 ____ ~2~2;s•4=9;-----2:;3~o;9~3-----=1;9~·~5~8 ____________ __ 
All purchase• ••••••••••••••••••••••••·'~·-----l~l~.4•&.~~-=2~4~·~0~8~--~2~4~·~48~----~2~2~·~45~--~~2~5~·u7~0~--~2~6~,u71~----~2~2~·~2~6~-----------

Av. price recei'ftd b7 tazwn 1 1 
Hose .................................. 1 10,92 23.10 24,15 21.90 24,30 26,70 
Corn, cents per buahel •••:·/••••••••••1 86,1 122,0 219.0 121,0 123,0 246.0 

Hog-oorn price rat1", U, s. :1 , .... .,, .. 1 .13,1 18,7 11,0 18,0 19,4 10,9 
Sheep e.n4 Iamba . . , · I 
Iambe, gd, 11114 ch., Chicago ........ !' ... 1 12,72 23,24 24.19 23~23 
Feeding l811b1, gd. aDd ch,, ~ ....... 1 11,21 19,82 21,11 19,45 
Eves, gd. e.n4 ch., Chicago •••••••••••••• 1 5,90 8,48 12,72 e.o5 
Av, price reoeind )17 t&l'llllllral 1 

Sheep •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••' 
Lambe •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••;·' 

Meat 
~eaale, Oh106801 1 

Steer beet, oaroue (AOOd. '500•6oo lbaJz 
Hog products y ............. , . , ..... • .J 
lemb oarcuilfl• (80041 30-~ ·lbe~·) ..... : 

B .L.s. 1lld&J: retail 111eat pr1oes y ...... 1 
Index income ot 1D4uatr1al worklln 1 

1 100 

Meat-an1mal markllt:tnee 1 

Index numbers (1935•39-100) ••• 1 
Stocker and Peeder shipment• to 

8 Corn :Belt State1 a 
Cattle and oalns •••••••••••••I Thoua.t 
Sheep and Lambe •••••••••••••••' Thoue.t 

Slaughter ~er li'.Ural.Inllpeotic.ns 1 
Nlll!lbera: !:f 1 

Cattle ••••••••••••••••••••••••! 'l'bous., 
Cal Tea •• , ••••• • , •••••• , ••••••• t Thou • 1 
Sheep and lsmbl ••••• ; ••••••••• 1 Thoua,, 
Hoga • , , , , , , , • , • , , , , , , • , , , , , • , , I '1'hou8 •' 

Avere.ee 11W ..... ishtl I I 

Cattle •• , , • ••.,, •• , ••, ••• ·., •• .1 lb, 
Cal~ea ••••••••••••••••••••••••l Ib, 
Shee~ and lambl •••••••••••••••I lb. 
Raga ••••••••••••••••••••••••••1 lb. a 

Meat Prodnot1on1 f 
Beet •• • •• • • • ..... • • ••••••••• • • • tMil.lb •• 
Veal ••• • • • • • •• • • • • • • • • • • •• • • • • sMil.lb •' 
Is.mb and 1111tton ........ , .... , ,tM1l,lb.r 
Pork (ezclu41.na l.U'd) ......... zJUl,lb.a 

Store.ee stoou end ot -th 1 1 · • 
Beef ••••••••••••••••••••••••·•'Mll.lb.a 
Pork ••••••••••••••••••••••••••:Mll.lb.a 
Iub all4 1111tton ••••••• ~ ••••••• 1M1l,lb.' 
Total IIIN.t and .. t pro4uota .. :JU1,1b ,1 

Psroent paold.ng aon a-. of Pe4• 1 

5.33 
10.72 

18,86 
19,17 
21.18 

118,7 

129 

11,398 
5,9~ 

19,602 
47,781 

939 
200 
89 

243 

6,689 
664 
804 

6,700 

7,71 
19.35 

35.83 
38.11. 
39.90 

197,6 

150 

253 
368 

2,546 
1,112 
2,613 
9,741 

947 
191 

97 
254. 

1,273 
116 
126 

1,383 

9,28 
21,45 

36,22 
36,37 
39.94 

199.0 

307~7 
tar Stat1et1ce 

130 

162 
145 

2,269 
1,097 
2,556 
8,969 

947 
184 

98 
254 

1,131 
110 
116 

1,277 

167 

154 
171 

1,403 
591 

1,542 
5,844 

944 
202 

96 
255 

693 
65 
68 

827 

180 
399 
17 

731 

23.24 
~0.16 
8o92 

7,78 
19,60 

35,44 
39,83 
39,85 

196,7 

132 

98 
198 

1,143 
621 

1,271 
3,897 

951 
178 

99 
252 

561 
51 
57 

555 

185 
399 
17 

136 

25,43 
21.78 
12,52 

9,32 
22.20 

47.15 
43.97 

·44.72 
237,5 

34@.9 

162 

103 
81 

1,312 
586 

1,347 
5,223 

940 
192 

97 
254 

637 
61 
60 

746 

176 
659 
19 

996 

21.60 
192,0 
11.2 

22,95 
20 .• 44 
12.91 

9.25 
20.70 

41.80 
39,47 
41.92 

115 

59 
64 

977. 
511. 

1,209 
3,746 

957 
176. 
100 
255 

493 
49 
56 

531 

168 
701 
17 

1,035 

21.80 
211.0 
10.3 

9.40 
20,00 

.....!raJJ.r inapotM :boi •la'!d!ter sParoent1 - 7 8 
l/ ·Number of buahels of com eqUivalent 1n "'ILlUe to 100 pounds of live hogs. y calcule.ted from value of 71,32 pounds 
~eah and cured hog products 1noludmg lard, 3/ Meat, poultry, a.nd fiah1 Bureau of lAbor Sto.tistioa, 1935-39•100, 
.:1 1947 and 1948 slaughter a:oludea JJawa11 ani! V1rr;m Island&. 
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Table 7.- Canned meat production under Federal inspection by class 
of product, 1937-47 and January.-February 1947-48 

.-

----·-·-· ------------. .!-ll].~! _ _E!:~dugj._~~-@!.!·.L:__ ... ______ · __ ·-
Year ~ · Other 
and Beef Pork : Sausage : excluding : 'rotal : Soup 
Lonth : : : soup : : 

b_ooo lb·.- b_ooo .lb-.-· l}5oo_-1b~---:r;·ooo.11i·~-- 1,ooo lb:- 1.-,og_9 lb. 

1937 91,384 115:865 31,597 69,250 308,096 232,853 
1938 : 73,965 137,927 28,355 63,300 . 303,54 7 209,.349 
1939 73,864 202,735 3§,982 91~, 252 406,83.3 203,.353 
1940 79,764 282,236 37,120 131,112 530,232 225,167 
1941 107,340 462,855 92,719 221,005 883,919 277,093 
1942 157)950 977,633 285,430 505, 569 1,926, 582 251,921 
1943 109,467 1,211,601 239,985 490,143 2, 051,196 . 218,255 
1944 187,106 881+, 390 229,024 630,174 1,930,694 303, 533·, 
1945 268,385 850,530 151,865 655,280 1, 926,060 . 339,860 
1946 146,173 644,266 '70,192 482,204, l, 342;835 392,618 
1947 136,452 447,471 117,976 397,479 1,099,378 /+19,173 

!:-947 
Jano 10,791 55,621 9,,319 50,759 126,490 51,327 
Febo 8,251 .34,191 5,745 .30,68.3 78,870 46,700 

194~ 
Jan. 14,849 61,176 11,39.3 41,513 128,9.31 . 44,6.32 
Feb. 14,021 49>769 8, 851 .38,768 111,409 .39,766 

. 
D9. ta from B-:-ur-e-au-of Animal Industry as reported by Livestock Branch, H\'IA. 
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