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The size of the pig crop largely determines the number of hogs slaughtered.
Slightly fewer hogs probably will be slaughtered from October 1948 to April 1949 than a
year earllier. Slaughter during May to September 1949 will be larger than that of the
past summer and fall. |f farmers carry out their intentions to raise more spring pigs,
hog slaughter next fall and winter will increase materially and could be the largest
for that season since |9u3-iy.
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Meat production was seasonally large in early December, as weeokly
. output under Federal inspection set a 1948 high. Production is likely to
decline moderately in early 1949 and to be 1ess than that of the same '
timo in 1948. Prices of meats and meat animals may strengthen some in
monuhs immediately ahead.

The decline in general average pr¢oeu of moot anlmals and meat
this past fall has been for the most part a normal seasunal movemens
resulting becauoe of the seasonal increase in output, There are some
1ndlcau10ns, hovrevor, £hat the price drop is greater than can be aca
counbed for entirely by the rising supplies, and this may bc an indi-
cation of some weakening in the demand for meat from the high level
reached last summer. .

\

Prices of hogs bompleted the full usual seasonal decline by mid-
November, and were down somewhat more in mid-Docember. Catile prices
also dropped from mid-November to mid-December, with prices of the top
grades of cattle trending seasonally neaJer then those of the lowest
grades.

On the basis of present proépects, meat production and slaughier
will roach 1948 levels somebime in the spring. Total production for the
year may be about the same as that in 1948, Iiore pork may just about be
offset by loss beef and lamb. Total beel output will be down from 1948
beoauhe of reductions in cattle numbers over the last few yoars, but it
#ill include more beef of the hetter grades. (attle feeding, source of

better beef, now promises to be greater this winter than it was last year.

Reports from farmers on December 1 indicate that more hogs will
be fed and slaughtered and more pork produced in 1949 then in 1948, An
estimated 34.0 million pigs were saved from the fall pig crop of Junc
" through November, 8 porcent more them in the fall of 1947, In addition,
if farmers realize their plans of early December, 9.1 million sows will
farrow in the months from December through llay, 14 percent more than the
number farrowing spring pigs in 1948, If the size of litter next spring
is thoe same as tho 1957+4C average, 5645 million pigs will be saved,

. 10 percent more tnan in the svrlnm of 1948, 1In 1948 litters wore larger
than average. -
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The fall pig.crop was the largest since 1945, A spring crop of
56.% million would be the largest since 1943 and the third largest
on record, Both crops are much smaller then the records established in
1942 and 1943, which were encouraged by wartime programs to £ill. special
requirements for meat for military use and export.

The fall crop was short by only 2 percent of the increase of 10 percent
rccommended in the USDA goal. A spring crop of 56.5 million pigs saved would
be 5 percent below the goal of 60 million. If more sows farrow than were
reported as intentions, or if the size of litter continues its uptrend and:
is larger than average, the goal will more necarly be reached.

These current and prospective increases in hog production are largely
responses to the very big corn crop of last fall which became apparent
during the good growing season and which was accompanied by declining corn
prices. Prices have recently been under the average loan value of $1.44
ver bushel, and the hog-corn ratio has been favorable to hog producers.

OUTLOCK

1949 Spring Pig Crop
To Be Larger

fm—— e e

The spring plo crop of 1949 promises to be the largest since 1943.
According to breeding intentions reported by, farmers in the December
pig survey, 9.1 million sows may farrow in the months from Decembser 1948 to
May 1949, 14 percent more than farrowed last spring. If this intention
shenld be realized and if the 1937-46 average of 6.23 pigs are saved per
litter, the 1949 spring pig crop wonld total about 56.5 million head.
A crop of this size would be 10 percent larger than the spring pig crop
of 1948, when the number of pigs saved per litter was above average.
This would be the third largest on record, dbut still considerably smaller
than the very large crops of 1942 and 1943, which were encouraged by war-
time programs to fill special requirements for meat for military use and
export (see table 4).

Biggest percentage increages in intended 1949 farrowxngs over 1948
are reported for the North Central States. The increase for Michigan is
26 percent, &nd that for Ohio, Iowa, and Kensas is 20 percent. The average
increase in the 12 North Central States 1ls 17 percent, :

More Pigs-Raised this Past
Fall than a Year Farlier

Approximately 3%.0 million pigs were saved in the fall of 1948
(June through November). This number was 8 percent moure than the 31.4
millicn saved in the fall of 1947, Although smaller than in four wartime
years, it was the largest number saved since 1945 and continues the fairly
high level of fall pig crops relative to spring crops characteristic of
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recent years. In the later years of the 1920's and early 1930's, the spring
crops were as large as thogse of 1945-1948 but fall pig crops. averaged only’
arovnd 25 million, about one-fourth less than ln l9h8

Table L.~ Sows farrowing, by regions, and pigs saved per litter,..
spring seamon, United States, average 1937-41, by yedrs 1945-49§

Number of sows»farrOW1ng

L A : v : : - i 1949 as a
Reglon verage : 1945 ¢ 1946+ 1947 : 1948 : 1948 ' percentage
) 1937 bl : .3 : : ‘i of 1948
: Thoug.  Thous. Thous. Thouse. Thous. Thous. Poercent
. North Central Region ; : .
Fast . :.2,016 2,129 2,169 2,313 2,113 2,Lkk 116
West . 13,417 4,111 3,876 k4,266 3,761 4,455 118
Total S 305,433 6,240 6,045 5,579 5,874 6,899 117 -
Other Regions : ; E - s : ‘ :
North “Atlantie- * ¢~ 140 - 154k - 144k -~ 357 - 148 161 - 108
South Atlantic. : 580 620 639 670 .. 653 652 100
South Central - : 1,069 1,024 1,027 1,003 1,020 1,083 106
Western ‘ ;312 260 254 . 243 . 272 291 107
Total ) : 2,101 2,058 2,064 2,073 2,093 2,187 104
United States : 7,53k 8,208 8,109 8,652 7,967 9,086 11k
: Number of prge saved per litter
United States : 6'22. .29 6.46 . 6’10 6.4k 2/

1/ Number indicated by breeding intention reports in December, 19435,
2/ Not indicated 1937-46 average is 6.23. :

The pig crop of this paet fall was produced from 5.2 million sows far-
rowing with a reécord average of 6.58 pigs saved per litter. The litter average
in the fall of 1947 was 6.39. The combined spring and fall pig crops of
1948 totaled 85.3 million head, 1.2 million or 1 percent more than in l9h7
The spring crop of 51.3 milllons was down 3 percent from l9h7 :

’

More sows farrowed during the fall than farmers had reported as thelir
intentions on June 1. As the corn crop progressed well and corn prices
fell while hog prices rose, more sows and gilts were held for farrowing.
The increase expected in the spring pig crop results mainly from the all-
. time record corn crop of 3,651 million bushels, with lower prices of corn
in relation to hogs. On December 15, the average United States price of corn
- was $1.23, less than the loan level of $1.L4k and down a dollar from the $2.37
of & year earlier. From late summer to November, the price of corn declined
faster than the price bf hogs, and the hog-corn ratio became increasingly
favorable. In recent weeks corn prices have strengthened, hog prices have.
declined somewhat further, and .the hog-corn ratio has gone down. However,
the ratio ?t Chicago of 14.4 for the week ended December 25 wes higher than
that of 13.7 in the week ended September 11, and was-still favorable to.
hog producers. The 25-year average ratio for December 1sg 12.0,
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Table 2.- TFall pig crop, by regions, United States, average 1937-41 and 1945-48

- o——

: : s : . :1948 as g
Region . Average . 1945 ' ; 1946  ; 1947 ¢ 1948 spercentage
: s 193741 : 1. i : : of 1947
s Thous. Thouss  Thous, Thous . 'hous, - . Percent
North Central States .
Cast : 9,756 11,224 10,194 ~ 10,258 11,066 108
west . : . 9,400 - 11,761 9,574 9,760 11,280 116
Tobal . 19,156 22,085 19,768 20,018 22,346 - 112
. . ,
Other Regions : ’ o ' :
North Atlantic : 844 919 808 822 . - 864 105
South Atlantic . 3,052 5,401 3,597 3,668 3,591 98
South Central : 5,769 6,007 5,382 5,668 5,908 104
Western : 1,608 1,281 993 1,169 1,286 110
Total . 11,273 11,608 10,780 11,327 11,649 103
United States : 30,429 34,593 30,548 31,345 33,995 108

The fall crop nearly reaches the goal announced by the Department
of Agriculture. The 8 percent increase of fall pigs raised was slightly
below the 10 percent goal. The 5 percent increase in sows farrowings
brought the crop much eloser to the goal than had been expected from
farmers! intentions last Jupe 1, which had indicated no change in fall
farrowings from those of 1947,

The 1949 spring pig crop goal is 60 million pigs saved. At a
10-year average size of litter, present intentions amount to 6 percent
less then the goal. If more sows: should farrow than were reported in
intentions, or if litters aro largor than the 1l0-year average, the goal
would more nearly be approximated. In the last few years, spring litters
have been generally larger then the 1lO-year average of 6,23, In 1943,
1944 and 1947 they were small--6,10 or less-~bubt in no other year since
1940 have they been below 6,29, The 1948 spring litters averaged 6,44,

Hog Slaughtér and Pork Pro-
duction to Rise in 1949

‘In the first nionths of 1949, hog slaughter and pork production
will come from the spring pig erop of 1948, and will be affected by the
monthly distribution of marletings and by the size of that pig crop, the

. smallest in 7 years., Beginning in about April, hogs from the 1948 fall
crop will be marketed. Oince more pigs were raised this last fall than
a year earlier, more hogs are likely to be slaughtered and more pork pro-
duced next spring and summer than at the same time of 1948, A further
increasc over 1948 may be expeoted in the fall of 1949, as hogs from the
coming spring crop move to market. Total slaughtef~and_pork production
for the scason October 1949 to April 1950 may be larger than in the same
period of 1948-49 in rough proportion to the increase in the spring pig
crop. From Qctober to December, slaughter and production may be only
moderately greater then it was this past fall, since hog marketings
during the last few months have been fairly rapid in comparlson'w1th the
number of pigs raised.

~
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;. Table 3.« Number of. -sows farrowinv and percentage distribution by months,
N ~ snxlng and fall seuson, Unlted States, average 1937-41
and annual 19#5 48

O

»Number,-spring season

Year

e 1/

»
-

'Jgn. Feb. : March ; April May' : Total
E “Thous. = C[hous_f'-;' Thous . : »Thouu. ""'_‘I_h_cll_zs_. Thous. ) Thous, -
'1937-41 average 290 o9 791 1,999 . 2,00; i,th 7,534
1945 : i 310 3780 700 2,022 3,003 1,885 - 8,298
1946 T 296 358 703 2,136 2,962 1,654 - 8,109
1947 3. 301 393 01k - 2,475 . 3,063 1,506 . 8,652
1948 - 1. 26h -370 766 2,155 2,88 1,551 - 7,988
1914'9 2/ ' - e : 9,086
. Percentage: of spring scason - '
Tl Percant Percent Percent Percent - Percent Percent . TFercent
193741 average' 3.9 5.4 10.5 26,5 54,6 19.1 100.0
1945 3.7 4.6 8.4 24 .4 . 36.2 22.7- 100.0
1946 3.7 4.4 8.7 26.3. 35,5 . 20.4 100.,0
1947 3.5 4.5 10.6 28.6. 254, 01740 100.0
1948 3.3 4.6 9.6 27.0 36.1 19.4 100.0
: ; Number, fall séggon =
e &une ; July Aug, : Sept. ; - Oct. Nov. ; Total
: Thous.. ) Thous,' Thous. . Thous, Thous . ﬁhous.:a Thous,
193741 &verage‘ 546 510 879 1,483 939 hhsi - 4,802
1945 ° 778 598 1,022 1,662 973 393,  5,ke6
1946 St 669 C 52k 872 1,451 820 37T - 4,713
1947 L 539 1,010 1,512 8Lo 342 4,907
19#8; TS "~ 538k 1,00k ,552,, 887 399 . 5,169
;’ Percentaue- —¢f fall season : . ::
+ Percent Percent Percont Percoent: Percent - Percent Percent
1937-b1 average:  1l.k 10,6 18.3 30.9 19.5 9§3 100.0
1945 : 1hh 11,0 18.8 30.6 17.9 7.3 10,0
1946 14,2 11.1 -18.5 30.8 17.4 8.0 100.0
1947 3.1 11.4 20.6 30.8 17.1 7.0 100,0
1948 k.4 1.3 19.h 30.0 17.2 7.7 - 100.0

1/ December of precedlng year.
g/ Spring farrowmgs indicated from breeding intentieons report.
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Table 4.~ Spring and fall pig crops and Federally inspected slaughter during
the marketing season for each crop, United States, 1924-48

Yerr

10724,
1005
1226
149057
1927
1979

1930
1931
1932
1933
1934
1935
1936
1937
1938
1539

1940

1941

1942
1943
1944
1945
1946
1947
1948
1949

(Data for,cover page,chart)

Fall'pigMcrop

: Spring pig crop : : Total pig crop _

: ! Fod., insp, : ¢ TFed. insp. ¢ . 3+ Fed, insp,

: Pigs slaughter Pigs slaughter ¢ Pigs ¢ slaughter-

: saved ¢ following saved following ¢ saved  : following

'_ Qcte—ApPr, : Mey—Sent, : Octy—Sept,
Thoubmnd Thousand Thou sand “Thousand Thousand Thousand

: 504218 31,501 23,84'7 14,788 44,065 46,289

:  AT7,859 2,012 224451 15,138 70,310 41,150

: 505579 26,056 24,565 17,034 755444 43,090

: 545502 31,371 204 Uy 155999 81,246 47,370

: 525390 31,572 26,292 17,1385 78,682 48,957

: 50,479 29,346 25,646 16,196 76,125 45,542

¢ 493332 28,578 /45303 14,881 745135 43,559

: 535934 30,372 29,192 16,284 £3,176 46,656

: 51,031 27,763 31,494 19,341 82,525 47,104

s 53,460 27,363 30,740 16,547 849200 43,910

s 39,698 214847 17,065 8,833 56,766 30,680

s 32,32 18,355 23,4260 12,667 56,144 31,022

: A AR% 2,669 24,303 9,475 65,725  3hylik

: 33,525 T 22,070 23559 12,510 62,519 34,580

s 43,280 2L, 5063 234 56H 15,056 71,855 39,719

: 534238 304442 . 33,714 17,208 86,952 47,650

s 49,584 31,919 30,282 16,031 795866 48,000

i 49,3068 32,538 35,584 19,825 845952 52,363

: 61,093 34,209 43,810 25,073 104,903 59,981

: M4yR23 4845143 475584 255199 121,807 73,342

: 55,754 30,250 30,905 13,637 86,659 43,887

: 52,139 29,320 345593 13,609 86,782 42,929

: 52,802 31,619 31,345 16,117 8Ly14T 477,736

51,236 ' 33,995 85,281
,._./ 56), 500

1/ Ba

pcr litber,

s.d on Intintions for sows to fariow

and the 1937-46 average nunber of pigs



1HS-~22 -0 -

Although total 1949 production of pork probably will surpass that
of 1948, less meat of other kinds is expected.s Production of all nieats
coribined may be about the samc as it was in 1948, The reductions likely
in output of beef, veal, lamb and mutton are due to the decresase in sizc
of cattle and shetp herds that has becn taking place over the last
several years, If more asattlc are held back in 1949 and herds arc more
nearly min'tained, the output of beef will be reduccd,cons derably,

Meat Qu Eut U
in Earlv Dc,ccmbe,r

During the first two weeks of December, nieat production under
Federal inspection reached its highest level of the past 12 months.
The increcase came from greater munbers of hogs and of cattle slaughtered
than in wecks preceding, Meat output frequently reaches its peak of the
year in the first half of December, Hog slaughter in ecarly Deccmber was
short by about 10 percent of the very large slaughter at the same tine
of 1947, The rmmber of cattle slaghtered was also down at least 10
percent, However, this was a relative gain for cattle, since in previous
weeks hog slaughter had been necrly as large as a year earlicr but cattle
slaughtcr 15 to 25 percent less,

Indicntions are that total mcat output for the October—December '
~quarter may have been 6 to 8 percent smaller than in the sane quarter
of 1947, Supplies available for consumption, however, probably wcre
not reduced that much as nmeat imports were larger than a year before,
and less meat may have noved into storage, Estimetes are that consunp-—
~tion of meat per person in the last quarter of 1948 probably was about
2 pounds, or about 5 percint, less than in the same quarter of 1947,

- leat Stocks Deccmber 1
Less Than Last Year

Less meat was placed in cold storapge in November bhan in the sanme
month a year earlier, Nect into-storage movament of pork in Novumber was
93 nillion pounds compared with 117 million in November 1947, The
total cold—storage holdings of mcat on Decumber 1 iierce 8 percent smaller
than on the same date of 1947, md slightly smaller than avcerage,

Continuation of a reduced level of movernnnt into storage would be
.an important factor in demand for neat, A year ago, net into-storage
novenent was nearly 300 million pounds in Decerber, and more than 100
million pounds in January, This high ratc of storage operations probably
has not been occurring this year. Ordinarily, rnore mcat is put in storage
following harvest of a small corn crop and lecss following a large onc, .
sinc¢ the effect of a small crop is to roducc mcat output in months ahcad
and thercby raise prices but o large. crop has tha oppositc effccts
Large storage operations after the rcduccd 1947.corn harvest conformed to
this pattcrn, . Somewhat smellor opc ratnonu this winter would also correspond
to the general expectanqgy.,. .
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lleat Animal Prices Still
Lower in Mid—Dccember

On Decenber 15 fermers received an average of $21,10 per hundred
pounds for hogs, $20,50 for bcef cattley $?4 90 for veal. calves, and’
$21.90 for lambs. . These DTICLS were all as: low-as or lower. than those of
a month carllﬂr, hoz prices dropping 70 gents during the month and beef
cattle prices 90 cents, Prices rececived by farmers for hogs declined a
total of $6423 OF 23 percent between mid-September and mid-Decanber,
compared with an average decline between those wonths of 19 percent,

The decline in cattle prices betwecn mid-November and mid-December
occurred mainly in the higher grades, Prices of choice steers at Chicago
deercaged cbout $4,00 during that interval whereas those of medium stecrs
fell less than $2,00 and those of -common stecrs changed little, Hore
strength for lower than for hlgher grades. of cattle is a frequent experi-
ence at thls 50850 4

Some Indicetion of Weakening from last
Summer!s Unusually Strong Demand for Meats

There is mome evidencce thet the gradually rising demand for meat
in the last two yezrs has leveled off from the high point réached last
sumiaer, Consumption per capita increased at not quite an average : 5
seasonal rate during the fall of 1948, but prices of weats and of,mecat . ’
animals,which had risen very fast last spring and summer, declined
somewhat more then usual. . Scasonally adjusted consumption per caplta
in the last half of 1948 probably was lower than thet of any quarter in the
last two years. Soasongllj adjusted meat prices were lower in the
fourth quarter than in the third and not greatly different from those in
the cecond quarter of 1948, Since incomes of consumers have been rising
steadily, it appears that a smaller percentage of incomes was spent for
meat in late 1948, : '

These observations:regsrding quarter-to—quarter trends.in apparent
demand for meat are bascd on calculations that convert estimated actual
consumption and actual prices in each yuarter to scasonally adjusted:
figures. Vithout such conversion, the various quarters of a year
-cannot be compared becausc normal scasonal changes may obscure the nore
basic non—-seasonal changes. Calculations for: 1947 and 1948 arc given
for all meats conibined, and for beef and pork separately, in table 54

As down ther«, an -estimated aeaqonally adgustgd retail value of .
the meat consumed by the civilian nopulation is computed. for cach quarter,
and comparced with average disposable pprsonul 1ngonc prr caplta, also, :
seasonally adjusted. :

. 'Since the war, the retnil valuc of meat consumption has becn

- higher relative to conswmcrs! incomus than before the war,. It averaged .
643 percent of incomes in 1947 comparcd with arannd- 5:5.percent im. the:
late 1930ts, The percentage relationship to incomes rosc to its highest
point in the niddle quarters of 1948. According to prolininery
calculations, it reccded in the last quartcer of 1948 to about the level
of the same quartcer of 1947,



IMS-22 o -1 -

Table 5.- Retail value of meat consumption compared with disposable personal
: income, seasonally sdjusted, by querter-years, 1947 and 1948

. All meat
:Civilian consump-:Average retall :Retail value : Disposable:Retall valie
:_tion per capita:price per pound:of civilien : personal :of meat as

Quarter-~ : :Season~-: :3eason-:consumption : income per:percent of
year : Actual : eally : Actual: ally :per capita : capita  :disposable
: : ad- H }/ : ad- : peasonally : seasonally:pers. incomse,
: : Justed : sjusted : adjusted 2/ : adjusted :seas. adjuste
" :Pounds Pounds Cents Cents Dollars Dollars Percent
1947 : ' : '

Jan.-Mar.: 40,4 39.k
Apr.-Jume: 38,1 40,9
Jul.-Sept: 35.7 37.9
Oct.-Dec.: 40.8 36.8 -

1948 :

3/ 18.10 297 6.1
3/ 19.10 293
3/ 19.00 303
3/ . 1g.10 313

o I IRk
[ 9]
S~

O UV Hww

Jen.-Mar,: 38.2 37.1 19.50 316
- Apr.-Jure: 35.9 38.6 3/ 22.00 322 .
Jul,-Sept: 33.7 35.7 3/ 21,60 - - 330
Oct .-Dec,: Ce
4/ ;. 38.7 35,1 3/ 20.15 5/ 6/_6.
ok : Beef '
1947 :
Jen.-Mar.: .17.k4 17.4 54,8 55 .8 7.70 297 . 2.6
Apr.-June: 17.5 = 19.2 57.3 57.7 8.80 293 3.0
Jul.-Sept: 16,9 16.7 65.9 64,2 8.50 303 2.8
Oct.<Dec.: 17.3 15.9 66.4 66.5 8.40 313 2.7
948 . :
Jan.-Mar.: 16.4 16,4 66.3 67.6 8.70 316 2.8
Apr.-June: 15.5 16.9 73.0 73.b4 9.85 322 3.0
Jul.-Sept: 15.5 15,3 80.9 78.8 9,55 330 . 2.9
Oct.-Dec,: : ‘
'y ;. 16.5 15,3 . 7%.3 744 9,00 s/ . 6] 2,7
: L Pork,excluding lard
1947 : .
Jen,-Mar.: 19.3 17.9 48.8 50,2 8.35 297 2.8
Apr,-June: 16.8- 17.5 4g.2 50,0 8.15 293 2,8
Jul.-Sept: 14,7 17.2. 53,6 51,7 . 8.25 303 2.7
Oct.-Dec.: 19.1 17.3 53.9 53.5 8.60 313 2.8
1948 C o . S
Jan,-Mar.: 18.3 16.9 52.5 54,0 8.50 316 2.7
Apr.-June:;. 17.0 17.8 57.6 58.6 9.65 322 3.0
Jul,-Sept: 14.4 16.9 63.5 61.2 9.65 330 2.9
Oct ,-Dec,: _
4 : 18,3 . 16,4 58,7 58.1 8.90 5/ 6/ 2,6

. 1/ Weighted average retail price for all important cuts.

g/ Computed from estimated retail welight of consumption,
Not calculated or used in analysis., Reteil value all meats sum of 4 meats,

4/ preliminary estimates.

%/ Not available. '

_/ Calculated on assumption of 2 percent increase in disposable personal income

from third quarter,
Because querterly date have been rounded to add to annual totals, not shown here,
values cen not be compared precisely column to column for each quarter.
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' These' changes in: demamd; howevor, -do mot necessarily indicate any
general trends, -even though: an eventual return closer. to prewar relation-
ships between demand for meat and consymer incomes has been expected.

- Quarter =to~quarter, variations in demand Tor meat- occur frequently, The :

. expericnce of the lest three monthg of 1948 is of too short duration to
suggest futur e’ trends in levels of dqmand for meat. Also, a somewhat higher

‘expenditUre for meats may be expecbed in visw of the increase since prewar
in real 1ncomes, 1nc1ud1ng especlally thos'e in the lower bracket.

‘The methodology of table 5 is eocurate enough only to show the . -
larger differences in demand for meate. It is hot sufficiently precise
for any exact measurement of demand, since it is subject to errors not
only in orlglnal data, but also in the approximate adjustment for season~
ality, It is likely that differences shown in retail value of meat ° '
relative to incomes = are significant when they are as large as the ohange
‘from the second to the fourth quarter.of 1948, but are not significant for
the smallest changes shown in the table,

_Meet Supplies to Decrease; Prices
"May Rise in Next Few Months

- Heat production probably will decline soasonally after the first of
the year, and in the early months of 1949 will be smaller. than at the same
time of 1948, Slaughtcer of both cattle and lambs has been less than a
year earlier, and since herds probabhly were reduced further in 1948 the
number slaugmtered is likely to continue below last year's levels. - Slaughter
of hogs also is expected to be smaller than in the first months of ‘1948, -
Total hog slaughtcr for the October-April season is governed closely by
tho size of the 1948 spring pig crop, which was 3 percent smaller than
fthe 1947 spring crop. DMoreover, it will be further “reduc ed by the greater'
withholding of sows and gllts for sprlng farrowing. - ‘From October to De--
cember, approximately 15% million lLogs were slaughtered under Federal .
inspection, only about 2 percent less than in the same months of 1947,

. -Pewor hogs than. a year earlier apparently remain.to be slaughtered during.

. -the rest. of the season, as ‘indicated both by market movement and by the

2 percont fewer hogs older tban 6 months reoorted on farms December l 1948"g
than a year earller, : L ' s

If only moderate quantltles of meat are added to cold storage holda ‘
'1ngs, civilian consumption per capita in the January-March quarter may be
about 1 pound,less than the %8 pounds oonsumed in the same quarter of 1948s;3}

"Based’ on these expeotatlons for meat produotlon in the next Few .
months, prlcés of meats may strenghten somewhat and prices of meat' ‘animald
may rise seasonally. On the average, prices received by farmers for hopsf
increease 14 percent between frid-Deccmbér and ‘mid-March, Those for ‘beef <
~-cattle usually rise .7.percent,. as..common...grades of .steers.. increase .in
price but choice and price and £00d. grades decllno seasonallyo (lable 6)
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HCattle Feeding :gpandlng lecently

Cattle focdlng stepped up rapidly late in the fall, and the winter
feeding now promises to be larger than that of last year. In November,
43 percent more cattle and calves were received in 8 Corn Belt States
than a year carlier, In the first wecks of December shipments of stockers
and feeders from four public stockyards, although declining seasonally,
continued substentially larger than in the same weeks of 1947, More cattle
are expected to be fed this winter than last both in the Corn Belt and in
the Western Statess California will have a record number on fued,

Increased grain fecding of cattle will result in more beef of -the
“higher grades than a year earlier in the spring and carly summer when the

supply increases scasonally.

Fewe{ Lambé §3 23 Fed This Year

A groatly reduced number of lambs will be fed this winter compared
w1th last.. The reduction is general throughout the United States. The
total number fed probably will be the smallcst in more than 20 years.

The number of lambs slaughtercd has_been high in relation to the
size of the lamb crop. Total slaughter 'in the 4 months August through .
November was' only slightly less than lasy yoar, although the 1948 lamb
crop. was 8 percent smaller. This high slaughtor rate has greatly reduced
the numbsr of lambs available for ¢eed1ng, The 1948 lamb crop in the
13 Western Sheep States, which supplv tho bulk of the feeder lambs, was
9 percent smallcr than 1ast year,

- SEASONALITY IN LIVESTOCK AND MEATS

Almost all phascs of the livestock and meat industry are affected
by patterns of seasonal change that are repeatcd annuelly in more or less
similar fashion, Marketings and slaughter of mcat animals vary scasonally
because of the influence of weather on the raising and fceding of all
classes of animals, As examples, morc pigs are born in April than in any
"other month, and grain fecding of cattle is mainly a winter enterprise,
The demand f01 mcat also varies during the year. l/ It is lowest in the
. summer and highcst in the winter. Governed by changes in both the supply
©of and the demand for meat, prices of meats end of meat animals tend to
trace a fairly standard soasonal pattorn throuchout sach year,

Indexes of scasonal variation in prices of meats and moat animals
were published and described in the February, 1947 issue of this Situation,
The indexés arec repeated in table 6, and those for meats are illustrated
‘in figure 1,

-1/ "Demand is considered in.the cconomic scnse of the quantity taken by
consumers at a given price. It is not the sam:s as consumption, which
_Varies along vath supplies and prices, At & given price, consumers will
- buy'more meat in winter than in suumer.




Table 6.- Index numbers of seasonal variation in prices of meat-animals and meat, 1922-41 l/ g
(Monthly average for calendar year = 100) é
: Meat Animals gg
Item : ' ; jén. ; Feb. iVMar. § Apr. ; May § June ; July i Aug. : Sept. ; Oct. ; Nov. : Dec. o
- &
Hogs: o ‘ \ .
U. S. farm basis. =~ : 9k.2 98,1 102.2 100.0 98.3 97.8 104.9 107.1 110.0 °103.3 9k.7 89.4
Chicago: ‘ ) ' , _
Barrows and gilts 2/ 9.3 -~ 97.3 100.,5 98.3 99.1 100.3 105.7 108.0 110.8 101.5 93.1  91.1
Sows 3/ : 95,7 98.6 103.1 101 0 99.9 99,6 100,7 101.5 107.2 102.2 97.1 93.1
Beef cattle: : : . . s o
U. S. farm basis : 97.5 98.4 101.5° 103.5‘ 10k.1 - 102.7 102,2 100.9 ~100.2. 98,2 95.8 95.0
Corn Belt Beef Steers, . - i
Chicago: s v - A
Choice eand prime : 103.3 99.1 98.4 96.5 9k, 2 92.9 98,1 100.3 10k4.0 105.1 = 1044 103.7
Good : 100.,5  98.2 984 - 96.8 96.6 97.0 100,0 101.6 1ok.o0  I0kE  102.3 100.2,
Medium o : 99.9 98.3 99,7 100.0 101.k 101.7 102.0 100.0 100.56  100.1 98.2 _98.2
Common g ©:101.3 100.6 105.% 104.9 107.% 103.7 100.8 96.1 9k.5 93.8 94 .9 96,6+

Feeder and Stocker : S " : '
steers, K.C. &/ T 102.8 103.6 109.2 108.1 107.0 98.7 95.5 9€.0 o4 9&.6 . 95.6 94,5

Veal Calves:

U. S. farm basis :101.1 103.9 103.1 100.3 983.0 97.3 97.7 o8.k 102.9 101.9 - 98.2 _97.2
Sheep: - : e . ) _ _ . : s ,
U. S. basis £ 100.5 105.5 109.4 -110.8 106.2 99.4  96.2 ok, 6  9L.7 93.5  93.8 95.5
Lambs: - D - 5 ) o : R S
U. S. farm basis : 99.1 102,2 105.7 106.k 106.5° 10k.6 99.7 95.6  95.9. 9k.5 - 9k 6 95.2
All meet animals 5/ : 98.2 99,4 101.7 102.0 I0I.1 100.2 102.0 102,3 103.0  100.k ~ 95.6  94.1
' ©s Meat, United States retail basis 6/ ,
Pork, excl. lard 97.0 96.9 97.6 97.6 98.2 90,2 101.8 "103.k 105.8  10k.7 101.0 96.8
Beef, good grade. 98.9 98.0 97.5 98.5 99.0 - 100.4 102,3 i02.3 103.5 101.3 799.5 98.8
Lamb ©: 97.8 97.6 38.6 - 100.9 103.0 105.6 104.8 100.9 101.3 98.1 96.1  95.3
A1 meats 7/ : 98.2 97.5 97.4 e8.2 99.0 . 100.% 101.9 :102.8 104.3 102.5 = 99.9 97.9

‘.‘

1/’Average of rafios of actual prices to 12 montn movi averqge centered, adjusted to total 1,200 and to eliminate abnor
mal fluctuations. 2/ Average all weights above 200f. 3/ All weights. h/ 1925-41 all weights end grades. 5/ Calculated :
from inde nunmbers of  prices received by’ farmers for maat animgls including hogs, beef cattle, veal calves, sheep
gg Prsc 8 repgrted i? USDA %ﬁat - ic ad% etwe n Farmer TR an go% egﬁ faor. Fo d Pro ucts %91;
eg g o OfPa E ﬁ 98 b pg? v ogaxa ag in Usngee

mn ton y avera e cons a 1855 39 norte Misé
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Since the completion of a study on production and consumption of
meat by quarter-years boginning in 1941, it has been possible to establish
approximatc séasonal varistions by cquarters in the production and consump=-
‘tion of méat., Indexes so caleulated arc shown in table 7 and figuroc 2.
These indicate that production and consumption of all meat combinod is
usually largest in the fourth quarter.of the year., The sceccond highect
quarter is the first quarter and the lowest is the third quurter. The
smallest quarter-to~quarter veriations are in lemb znd mutton and in heef,
and the greatest in veal., The seasonul varistion in venl output was
greater in 1941-47 than it had been in earlier years and the indexes nay
overstate somewhat the variation that may usually be expeocted.

Table 7.~ Index numbers of seusonal veriotinn in broduction snd conmmption
of ment, Tnited Stobes, by auarter-yeurs 1/

Ttem -~ P lst qtr. " 2nd qtr. . 3rd qtr. . 4th gbr.
B . _L~ . . ‘ ..
Total meat :
Produo tion - : 108 88 86 .-118
Consumption : 102 95 - 93 110
Beef o : ‘ -
Produc tion : 102 91 99 108
Consumption -+ 101 92 1c0 107
. -+ s .
Veal - ' : ‘
Production : 83 . 83 108 126
Consumption : - 84 84 108 124
S : J
Lamb .and mutton : '
Production : 98 92 100 110
Consumption : 101 94 - ‘ 100 1056
Pork excluding lard
Production - : 116 88 72 124
Consumption B 108 ‘ ‘ 96 85 111

E/ Average of re'tios of sctual date for 1941-47 to 4-querter moving aversge,
centered, adjusted to total 400 and to eliminante ubnormal fluctuations,
Based on meat production and consumption from all slaughter, including
farm, with an approximate ellowance for farm storoge of work,

TARIFF ACTS AND DUTIES ANFECTING CATTLE, BERF AND VESL, AND IMPORTS FROM
CANADA AND T"FXICO

The United States was an exporter of live cattle and of beef und
veal until about 1910. At that time, the nation shifted to ¢ nct importer
of live cuttle; and, in the 1920's, the United Stetes bocame o net
importer of. beef also. As these shif'ts occurrcd, turiff recgulations on
cattle and meat began to assume importance.
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SEASONAL VARIATION IN AVERAGE RETAIL
PRICES OF MEATS, UNITED STATES
INDEX NUMBERS (AV.FOR YEAR=100)%*

PERCENT ] ~ ~ ' rs

- Total meats

102

100

I

" .
’O
L 4

96 1 | | ] ] ] ) | 1
106 ‘

98 Pork, excluding lard

104

102

100

98

96 Beef(gomjgrade)’ : - Moo

94 ] 1 I | ' | | i |
JAN. APR. ~ JOLY ~ OCT.

. ®AVERAGE OF MEDIAN RATIOS OF ACTUAL DATA TQ 12-MONTH MOVING AVERAGE
CENTERED; BASED ON MONTHLY PRICE. DATA FOR YEARS 1922.-41

8. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE NEG. 46084 BUREAU OF AGRICULTURAL ECONOMICS

Seasonal price variations in beef and pork are similar. Prices of both
beef and pork tend to be low in December~-April and usually reach their peaks in Sept-
ember, The seasonal variation In retail pork prices is slightly wider than in retail
beef prices, but less than in retail prices of lamb cuts. Lamb prices tend to be
highest in May-July, before spring lambs are marketed in large volume. "



SEASONAL VARIATION lN PRODUCTION A‘ND CONSUMPTION
L. OF MEAT UNITED STATES, BY QUARTER YEARS
INDEX NUMBERS (-AVERAGE FOR YEAR»IOO)"' 2

;;ﬁE§CEﬁ¥'“f' e Eane A : ¢};°;'é.
L bl TOTAL | BEEF SR _LAMB ANDA |  PORK HI i

i . [2 MEATS. [ = i7—¢ MUTTON _“QT!EXCLUNNﬁ":e‘:
120 ]A ! . i - J Productlon 1.
R S R ' ----Con‘sumptzon« o
Sl T - R I = -

110
1100
© 90
S F 1T 1r . B .
70 L1 L= | | I L ‘

'oumsn.n 2 3 1.2 3 - t-.2 .3 -¢ S22 w3 1.2 3 4

. ’AVERAGE OF MEDfAN RATIOS OF AC’TUAL -DATA - TO OUARTERLY MOVING AVERAGES. CENTERED
X BASED ON OUARTERLY PRODUCTION AHD CONSUMPTION FOE YEARS 1941 47

U S D.EPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE P : o . . NEG ‘700& BUREAU OF AGRH:ULTURAL ECONOH‘ICS

Product;on and consumptlon of meat in ‘each quarter of " the year varies consaderab!y
from the year-long’ average. - Because of the partial stabilizing:-effect of cold storage
of meat, consumption-varies a little tess. than production. “Seaschal changes are mast
pronounced for pork and veal, apd least so for beef, lamb, and mutton. Because only
guarterly data are available, the; seasonal.changes plotteo above are somewhat more regu

ular-than they would ‘be if. monthly data could be shown. ' -
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Frior to 1912 ‘'exico was the chief foreign source of live cattle, During
the first VWorld War, Canade also became important. In the years before World
War II, both countries exported several hundred thousand cattle to the United
States each year (see table 9), A few thousand of the cattle were breeding stock
and some were for immediate slaughter, but many of those from Canada and most of
those from Mexico were feeders and stockers. In mid-1942, Canada imposed an export
ban which virtually eliminated cattle and meat exports to the United States.
In 1946, the discovery of foot and mouth disease in liexico resulted in an embargo
against imports of cattle and meat from that nation.

Cattle and meat imports were duty-free from 1913 until the emergency teriff
of 1921, That tariff imposed a 30 percent ad valorem duty on cattle and a 2 cent
per pound duty on beef and veal., Pure~bred breeding cattle were duty~free end
have remained so, In 1922, the Fordney-licCumber Act established the duty on
cattle on a cents per pound basis at rates of 1-1/2 and 2 cents (see table 8).
These rates were increased in 1930 when the Hawley-Smoot Tariff went into effect.

When the Reciprocal Trade Agreement Act was passed in 1934, it furnished
the basis for four trade pacts which affected duties on cattle and meat imports.
The Act did not, in itself, establish new tariffs, but it formulated the
legislative and executive means by which the United States could negotiate trade
egreements on the most-favored nation principle. The trade concessions exchanged
in these agreements have applied not only to the nations negotiating but to all
countries which do not discriminate against the United Statés,l/

- Under this system, the Canadian Trade Agreement of January 1, 1936
provided for lower tariff rates for certain quotas of imported cattle, The
quotas applied as a total of all imports. The pre~existing duties were to
continue on over-quota imports. All classes subject to duty except the 175-700
pounds medium weight class were assigned quotas. The quotas were not consistently
filled for any one year, and in 1938 no weight class reached the limit of its
quota,

The second Canadian Trade Agreement, dated January 1, 1939, removed the
quota on dairy cows over 700 pounds, and lowered the duty on imports of non=-deiry
cattle within tho quota. ' At the same time the lower limit of the medium weight
group was changed from 175 to 200 pounds. At this time, by a presidential
proclamation authorized in the Act, total quotas were al located between Canada
and exico on the basis of the number of cattle previously received from the
respective countries. Quarterly quota limits for the year were set up.

The presidential procleamation of unlimited national emergency, May 27,
1941, did not eliminate the quota restrictions, but in the Mexicean Trade
Agreement of January 30, 1943, it was provided that the quotas were to be held
in a suspended state while the emergency lasted. Likewise, the Geneva Trade
Agreement cffoective January 1, 1948, esteblished quotas which will not be
recognized until 30 days after the President proclaims termination of the
national emergency and of the abnormal situation with respect to cattle and
meats,

1/ Concessions apply to ell nations that are not declared to be discriminating
against the U. S. The practice is to negotiate only with countries that eare

principal sources of supply.



Table 8.- Import duties affectine 1live cattle, and beef and veal, 1913 to date.

: : Fordney Tawle + Canadian : Canadian : Mexican : Geneva .
: : H LR YT Trade Agree—! Trade Agree- : Trade Agree-: Trade Azree—
s . 1913 ., Emergencyv:hcvum‘ :Smoot :ment Jan. 1, iment Jan. 1, :ment Jan. 30,: ment Jan. 1,
Type and class ., to . .- Aot of PeT-Act Act . yoqpt o) 7 . 9g3g9- o/ " i qquz 2/ i iqug pf.
L C - 192 o %921, : 10é2. : 1°fq tUnder :Cver ‘Under : Over :(Under : Over :Under : Over
: E L oypted 1930 quota fquota lnuota i quota :quota duota lauota ‘quota
H : : Cents Cents Cents Cents Cents Cents Cents Cents Cents Cents
o : : : per per rer per per per per per per. - per
Live cattle : : :._1b. _1b. 1b, 1b,  _1b,  _1b. 1b, 1b. ib.  _1b.
Legss than 200 . ¢ oo IR ' : : o )
1bs. '}/ ........:Duty free:30% ad val.:. 1.5 25 1.5 2.5 1.5 2.5 1.5 3/2.5 1.5 3f2.5
200-700 bs. /...t "+ " 0 1.5 25 25 25 2.5 25 1.5 3/3.5 1.5 3fa.5
700-1,050 1bs. U4/ : : T e o |
DPEITY vuervneendt L " 1. 1.5 3 1.5 3 1.5 1.5 1.5 1.5 1.5 1.5
Non-dairy ......: oo " 1.8 3 2. 3 1.5 3 1.5 3/2.5 1.5 3/2.5
Over 1,05C 1bs.” : LI . o :
DBITY tevenneonat "o " .2 3 1.5 3 1.5 1.5 1.5 1.5 1.5 1.5
Non-dairy ......: " : R S = -3 2 3 1.5 2 1.5 3/2.5 1.5 3/2.5
Breedinz cattle ..: " 7 Duty free : - d.f. -a.f. a.f. a.f. d.f. a.f. a.f. a.f. d.f. -a.f.
Beef and veal ....: " ¢ 2¢ per 1b.: 3 6 6 o ?6 v 6 3

1/ The‘1936 Canadian Trade Agreement weight classes are: Less than 175 pounds, and 175 pourts to 7CC pounds.
2/ These Trade Agreements were nezotiated under the Reciprocal Trade Asreement Act of 1934, and the duties apply

rot onty 'to the Nations vhich negotiated, but to all countries which do rot discriminate azainst the United States.

}/ The ‘hidher over-quota rate has never been effective since the Mexican Trude Asreement provided for thglsuspen—
sion of auotas. These quotas cannot be reimposed until (1) the unlimited National Emersency proclaimed on May 27,
1941 has been terminated by Presidential proclamation, and (2) until thirty days after the President of the Tnited
States hzs proclaimed that the abnormal situation with respect to cattle and meat has terminatsd. , .

L/ Tae Fordney-McCumber Act of 1922 is the only tariff which contained a breakdown in weisht class, of 700 - 1,050
pounds, and over 1,050 pounds. The subsequent trade acreements ha@ only one weisht class ovgr”?OO rounds, i.e.
700 pounds:and over - : : : ' ' ‘ : ‘ :

@3=SWT
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Table 9.- Imports of cattle and of beef and veal into the United States from Canada and of cattle

1918

.o

from Mexico,

by years,

1934-47, by months to date,

R

.

Beef and veal

Cattle Egd»calves

Mexico

in January 1947.

Compiled from reports on foreizn trade of Unlted Sta+es Denartment of

Commerde.

: Canada : s "
: - - —.— = - . Canned | Pickled , - Fresh,
Tear . Cattle  Other Calves tattle . OFher . Calves . including . or chilled or
: : for - ! edible. l/ for ¢ edible : l/ i a 7
breeding: cattle breeding: cattle : : corne cure . - frozen
: Number  Kumber Yumber : HNumber Number Y¥umber :1,000 ib. l 000.1b. 1,000 1b.
1034 ...:  .5,€08 1,825 S0t 1,237 55,853 —_ 5 1 76
51935 ...: 13,066 112,720 .0 230 251,090 ey 7 250 L 368
"1936 ...:  10,3u€ 178,368 55,695 - 63h 162,431 1,615 ¢+ .1 78 892
1937 ...t 11,250 214 sL6 80,792 @ 692 197,509 1,259+ 5 - 191 - 2,240
1938 .. .: 9,080 92,118 L5, 6L5 383 282,200 2,062 — ‘10 - 518
1939 ... 9,599 192,552 81,832 : 267 LL5, 306 33,259 : 2f - 69 565
1c4o ... 12,004 14k 675 74,681 ¢ - 602 380,922 29,921 : 2/ =z 362
1941 ...: -16,139 173,795 62,419 : 2735 56,273  .39,776.: .22 . §e2 . 128 -
19k2 ...t -.16,107  ‘1uk,017 53,015 : g1 Lh2 039 13,503 : 29 4 209 239 -
1943 ... 22,369 36,292 5,986 : 582 572,071 g,28%3 :+ 152 S a1 167
10u. . .,: 16,748 7 3L 826 5,551 @ 2 300,790 310 ¢ g 1 42
1945 ... - 22,165 45 530 g,L28 g L3k 111 1,315 : 91 - 2f 4z .
1946 ...:- -1 c19 68 ,032 9,345 152 137,614 708 26 2/ 59
19u7 L., 29,860 48,379 7,642 ¢ o 3/ 1,430 0 : 1 2/ 29
Jan.— 1 - .. s o S S
July ..+ 27,833 52,221 7,932 : 0 0 0 : 17 2/ T 12
Aue. ...t L 823 32,585 © 3,361 ¢ ¢ 0 0 : 22 134 3,876 -
"Sept. ..t 3,746 103,806, 5,383 : 0 0 0 b 755 120,467 -
Oct. ...t 2,5% 73,198 3,355 ¢ C 0 c: 61 ! 17,762
1/ Under 200 pounds.
2/ Less than 500 pcunds. ' ' 4
3/ Cattle from Mex1co were actually 1mported oh December 26, 1946; books had been closed so they were reported

8Y6T Juanyodd
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No quotas were placed on meat imports in eny of the above mentioned trade
agreements, However, the 1942 Canadian export ban applied to meat as well as
live animals, and Mexico has not been permitted since 1906 to send meat for
commercial distribution to the United States because that oountry s standards for
meat inspection do not come up to our requlrements.

On August 3, 1948, Caneda removed its restrictions on exports of live
and dressed sheep and lemb, On August 16 the restrictions applying to cottle
and dressed beef were 1lifted, and the United States bugan to receive cattle and
beef imports from Caneda in sizeadble quantities, In September ebout 100,000
head of feeder and slaughter cattle wers received. By the end of the yesr
around 300,000 feeder and slaughter cattle had boen imported from Canada. Exports
of beef and veal from Canade to the United States were closc to 20 million
pounds monthly, or about one percent of Tnited States monthly-productinn. {(Tahle 9,
Thile these numbers of tattle and quantitics of beef were small rolative to
United States production, the imports of Canadian oattle and meat during thoso
5 months were cquivalent to.one=~fourth the annual marketings of Canadian enttle,

PIG CROP REPORT AS AW INDICATOR OF PROSPECTIVE HOG NUMBERS 1/

The semi~-annual Pig Crop Report estimates both the number of ipigs saved
in the period just completed, and prospective pig numbers in the period just
aheads In its first function it corresponds to ecrecage reports on field crops.
In its function of advance estimating, it is similar to reports on prospective
plantings of field orops.

The BAE measures farmers' intentions regerding the number of sows to
farrow by semi-annual surveys conduc ted in cooperation with the Post Office
Department through the services of rural mail carriers, On about June 1 and
again on ebout December 1 of each year since 1924, betwescn 120,000 and 180,000
farmers have reported on their livestock numbers, With respect to hogs,
-reporting farmers list number on hand, the number of sows farrowing on their
farms. in the 6-month period just ended, the number of pigs saved, and breeding
intentions for the next 6-month period. Beginning with the fall crop of 1929,
correspondents on the survey have also reported monthly farrowings. On the
basis of these surveys, the BAE since 1924 has published estimates of farrowings,
pigs saved, and intended farrowings by seasons; and beginning with the spring of
1930, it has rcleased estimatoes of the monthly distribution of farrowings.

The Department considers December-Mey farrowings to comprise the spring
erop end June-November the fall crop of each year. On & nation-wide basis, there
are two scasonal concentrations of farrowings, one of which falls close to the
center of each of these poriods. The breaks between the periods occur at times
when the proportion of farrowings for the country as a whole is seasonally small,

In past years, interpretations of farmcrs' intentions regerding farrowings
have conformed quite closely to later estimatos of wctual numbers of sows farrowing.
As shown on the eccompanying chart, beginning with 1945 the intentions estimates
have been respectively within 3, 6, 1, and 3 percent of the estimate that was
later made of the number actually farrOW1ng. The degreec of agresement between

l/ This'artiole was prepared under an RMA project annlyzing production, price,
and consumption responses for meat animels and meat.
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intentions and actual farrowings for the fall season is also close. Since 1944,
the annual differences between intentions and actual farrowings hoave been
respectlvely 1, 1, 3, 5, and & pﬂrcenta

In the seasons prior to 1944-45 there was not such close correspondence
between intentions and actual farrow1ngs as there has been since, although
the intentions definitely weré an accurate enough indicator of future performence
to have a real value to both produccr and processor interests. During several
of the seasons in those years when intentions were not borne out, certein
unusual factors intervened after the time farmers reported their judgments.
For example, the 1943 fall and 1944 spring farrowings, respectively 14 and 8
percent under intentions, are very possibly explained by conditions which
developed during those breeding scasons, Hog marketings so heavy as later to
necessitate embargoes at terminal markets, a concurrent feed shortage, and an
announcement of lower support prices for the following months were all factors
which could not have been foreseen by farmers at the time they reported
intentions., Nor could these influences have becn allowed for accurately in
preperation of the Pig Crop Report. Similarly, the droughts of 1934 and 1936
and the first AAA program of 1933-35 were influences without previous counter-
- part which affectéd the size of farrowings. The development of unusuel forces
after intentions have been reported for a particular pig crop naturally brings
about a variation between intention and later performaence.

Gradual refinements have improved the process by which farmers' reports
. of intentions have been interpreted. Soon after the pig survey was begun, the
. report statod that the accuraéy of the indication of farrowings depended upon
continuation of past relationships between intentions and ferrowings. DMore
_recent reports have recognized additional conditions, to the extent of allowing
. for the price of hogs, the hog-corn ratio, and other factors before publication
~of the estimate, So long as there are no abrupt chenges in these factors or in
 farmers' reactions to them, intentions and actual farrow1ngs will probably
continue to be close together,

, On December 1, when farmers report their intentions for spring farrowings,
. about one~third of the sows and gilts to farrow in the spring season heve
_already been bred, and others have been specifically set nside for breeding.

On June 1, about two-thirds of the sows and gilts for the fall ferrowing have
been bred. Consequently, the "intentions" for the ensuing crop are related to
.operations up to the reporting date.,  Nevertheless, farmers can change their

. plans considerably for meny weeks after the rcporting date., Those subsequent

. changes can materially affcect the size of the pig crop.

Ordinarily, there are enough gilts suitable for breeding to permit
~expansion of farrowings above reported intentions. The gestation period of
the hog is about 115 days. ©Sows and gilts that are bred as late as the first
_week of February-~two months after intentions reports are filled out--will
farrow within the limit of the "spring" scason. Similarly, breedings up to
_early August will come under the "foll" seeson. .

. Farmers can wait until stlll later to reduce their farrowings for each
_season. Meny gilts aro bred as they approach maturlty, so that the decision as
_to whether to market or kecep them can be deferred until later. Ordinerily this
declslon is mado bcfore the time they would be ‘docked or sharply discounted as
Mpiggy." Thus, farmers have until March or September ts determine whether to
make a substantial reduction in farrowings for the current season.



DECIMBER 1948 Lo e 2L -

That. developments in mid-winter can be important to spring season
farrowings is demonstrated by the fact that more than ore-half of all spring
pigs are born in April and May. Conditons in mid and late summer can have
a considerable bearing on fall farrowings, since one- fourth of the fall pigs
.are- born in October and November ‘ : L
‘ The intended numbers of. 8OWS to farrow haVe been translated into

prospective number of plgs by applying the- sverage number of pigs saved per
litter, as recorded for the:corresponding seasons in the preceding 10 years.
Because.of such factors as weather that cannot’ be known by December’ and June,
the number of pigs:saved pér litter can not'be anticipated with the same
degree of agsurance-as ' can the numhers of sows to- farrow,." Trends in the
-numbers of plgs saved per litter are discussed in this Situation, June, 1948,
Jpage ll , .

Table 10, --Sows farrowed, intended and actual and plgs saved per litter,
A . : by Deasons l92h h8

SR T T Tl

e Bows farrowing : : Pigs : Sows farrowing : Plgs
Year. i - As -percent of ¢ 1 saved “i" Ag percent of . ¢ saved
’ : previous.year : -Actual.. i per . i previous year : Actual : per

: Intended Actusal : ¢ litter :Intended : Actuwal ¢ ¢ litter

. o - CoMITT T T T Mil,

N Percent Percent : ~ head © No.- : Percent Percent  head No.
192k 2 T99 - T -7 5.8 5.2 : ok ' TE3 5.59
1925 ¢ 9k o 85 8.3 5.k 105 91 3.9 5.70
1926 @ 112 - 109 . - 9.0 5,591 139 110 Cok.3 5.T4
1927 -~: 113 .. 108 - - 9.8 T 5,59 5 130 - 106 4.6 5,80
1928 :. 106 . - 95 © 9.3 5.63 ¢ 1ll2 96 4.4 5 .94
1929 1. 105 - 95 8.9 5.70-: 118 96 T L3 6.01
1930 : 106 93 8.3 5.96 : 118 96 4.1 6.09

01931 & . 112 108 . 9.0 6.02 137 T 118 k.8 6.09
1932 : 113 98 - 8.8 5,79 ¢ 101 - 108 - 5,2 6,08
1933, : 102 104 9.1 5,86 : 108 101 5.2 5,90
1934 92 . 75 6.8 5.82 ;62 CoB6 T 2.9 5,81
1935 : 83 - .80. 5.5 6,01 1200 . 131 3.9 = 6.03
1936 - :- 12k . 1ot . 7.0 5.96 1 114 103 Lo 6,14
1937 ¢ .95 - & 6.2 6.23 ++ 9T 97 - 3.8 6.2k
1938 : 105 110 - 6.8 6.36- 109 - 117 4.5 6.32
1939 : 121 128 8.7 6.12 116 118 . 5.k 6.30
1940 : 100 - 95 .8.2 . 6,01 : 88 89 4.8 6.36
1941 86 - ol ~7.8 S 6.36: 1130 116 5.5 6.43
1942 : 128 - . 125 C9LT €31 : 125 12k’ 6.8  6.40
1943 ¢ 12k - 126 le.2 © 5,107 125 111 7.6 6.29
194kl 8L 76 9.2 6.03°: 66 - 65 L9 +  6.33
945 93 90 8.3 6.29 : 112 S 111 5.4 6.38
1946 ¢ 10k 98 8.1 C 6.6 8y - - 87 k7o 6,48
1947 ¢ -106 107 8.7 6,10 : 109 04 - b9 6.39

8.0 6.5k 100 C105¢ 5.2, 6.58

l'




‘faﬂlé 11.- Foreign tradc in meat, United States, seni anmmnl 1946—A7, guarter-yesrs 19./;’7-48,Ato date

33~SWT

=gz =~

. Carcass=rcight equivalant
. i , Exports and shizaents % tnrr* torics l/ .
Conmodi ty : : 1946-47 s g 1947-48 - + 194849
T : .July- : Jan.~- : Total : July— : Octe— : Jane~ : Apr.— : .Totel' : July-
.3 Dec, -z June 2 Septs, ¢ Dec, ¢ Mar, : June - s Sept.
Boc -0zl 1b, - 161, 1b. il..lb.s Mil, 1b, 11, 1b, Iil. 1be 1il, 1b, 1fl. 1b.: Mil. Ibs
ec . B - _ : . . ) e dD.t N
Commercial exports . . 3 2.6 773 79:9 1 545 16,5 ~ 5.7 "33 79.8 1 " 7.9
Comrercial shipments * ¢ 11,0 el - 2501 - 3 Th 546 643 - 7.2 T %5 2 T
USDA exports & -t 86,7 3.2 899 ¢ O - - O ... Q ‘0 -~ 0 °"s. O
Totnl ' : 100.3 94.¢6 1949 : 61.9 22,1 - 12,0 103 019643 ¢ 15,3
Veal ‘ : ’ - c s k - : S S .
Cormercial exgorts s 062 7.8 . 8,0 3 5.6 1.7 - 0,7 - 0,3 863 & 0,2 °
Commercial shipmenbs 3 09 J1.2 ‘2.1 s+ 0.6 Oul- 0.5 0.0 = 7 241 'z 0.6
USDA cxports & " s 2,7 - 0.5 342 @ 0 -0 0 o - b : 0
'F‘otal ‘ H 3.8 9; f 3‘-303 : 602 201 192 0-9 . looik 3 008
Irrb ard rutton : o - : s :
Commercial cxports : 04 26 360 ¢ 43 3,0 1.6 1,3 . 1062 ¢ 0.4
Commercial shipmints ¢  G,7 1,1 1.8 0,3 043 045 0.4 1.5 3 0ok
USTA exports & " H 2.4 0 2ats : 0 0 0 0 0 2 0
Total : 365 3.7 7.2 H Zth 3.3 201 107 oo 1107, H 008
Pork excluding lard : : s - A ' :
Corncreial cxports s 8.5 29,9 385 ¢ 12.6 11,1 11,1 8.8 43.0 s b5
Courercial shipments : 17,3 27 el LA oy 3 11609 - 9.1 12,8 12,3 ° ° 511, &, 10,2
USDA exports & . M : 131,3 25,2 15645 ¢ 0O 0 o - 0 . o ¢ . 0
Total ’ < 15702 8202 23/.4 1 2905 2002 23.9 2-:'-01 9497 ) 1607
A1l meat s . s - . . ' A :
Corriercial exports ¢ 11.8 117,6 12904 : 77,0 23 10,1 1365 141,99 ¢ 15,0
Cormicreicl shipments 30 2969 4345 736 2 25,2 - 15,4 20,1 2045 . 8l.2 =+ 18,6
USDA , sxports & M. $7223,1 28,9 252,0 = o 0 0 -0 - 0 = o -
Total s 264,.8 190,0. L5448 1 102,2 - 4167 . 5%a2 - 3440 223,12 33.6
e . ’ : S Imports L o -
Beef . 1200 5.9 l7o9 : 1703 ’ 40.8 ’ 4201 . A 5801. - 158.3 : 114.6 7
Veal i 0.5 0.3 0.3 2/ 2/ -2/ - 01 01 s 1
Lewb and mutton . s = 0.1 01 -2/ -2/ 0 o 2/ Ll
Pork excluding lard s 042 0.1 063 : 2/ 2/ 02 0,2 Codk ¢ 001
A1l neat : 22 7 6 4 19. e 1703 ZI-O 8 4203 58-4— ) 158.8 e llB.O

1/ Excludes shlpm.nts for military civilian feeding, _/ Less than 50,000 pounds,
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SELECTED FEATURES, THE LIVESTOCK AND M. AT SITUATION, 1948 WITH ISSUE DATES

Cattle and calves:
Calf crop and slaughter, Sept.
Cattle feeding markins,..Oct. .
Cost of feeding steers, Oct.
Cost of stocker and feeders, Nov.
Geographical changes in’ numbers, July
Imports from Canada and Mexico, Dec.
Number on farms, Feb.,July, Aug.,Sept.
Number on feed, Jan., Apr., Aug,
Outlook, Sept
‘Prices:
Chicago, Apr., June, Nov.
Stocker and feeder shipments, Apr.,
Aug,., Oct.
Tariff Acts and duties affnctlng
‘beef and veal, Dec, '
Feed: Aug., Sept.
Concentrates, Sept.
Hog and hog products:
Cost, duly
" . Number on farms’, June
Outlook, Sept.
Pig orop as indicator of prospective
hog numbers, Dec.
Pig crop, June Sept. Dec.
" Prices: ’

Chicago, Mar. ,May, Sept.,Oct.,Nov.
Support, April,.July, Oct. o
Wholesale, April

Profit prospects, May

Sows farrowed, June, Dec.
Sows farrowed,
Weight at market, Nov,

Hog-corn ratio:

Fffect on sows farrow1ng, April
Price differences, lMay

Horses and mules:
Number on farms,

Income: May, June

L1ves%ook-

Number ‘on farms, Feb.

. - Produetion,.. Sept... . .
Response to feed supplies,
Value, February

Marketings: Jan.

Market margins:

Feb., Sept,

Sept.

Distribution of consumer s dollar, Feb.

Hogs, Feb., April

Live and dressed lamb, Feb,
Margins for meat, Feb.

"Price spreads between farmers and
consumers, Feb,

Steers and beef, Fcb.

Sleughter relative to pig crop, Nov.,Dec.

intended and actual, Dec.

"Moot :

Consumption, May, Aug.,Sépt., Dec. -

Distribution,. June . :

Exports, Jan., Aug., Dec,

Produc tion, Jan., Mer., May, Aug., Sept,
Nov., Dec,

Retail valug of meat gonsumption, Dec,.
Seasonality of consumption and
distribution, Dec.

Supply, June

Tariff Acts and du+1es affecting cattle,
beef and veal, Dec.

Meat animals:

Prices: June
Cwt., Feb, .
‘Chicago, JYune
Farm, Sept.
Rec'd., May, Dec..
Production: Aug.

Prlces

Parity,” July '

Pattern, Mar.

Retail, Jen,, .June,..Sept., Nov.
Seasonaﬁty in livestock and meats, Dec.
Value and cost, Feb,

Wholesale, liar., June

Sheep and lambs: :
. Feeding.returns, Apr.. ..

Number on feed, Jan., Nov.

Number on farms, Feb., Mar., Aug.,.,
‘Sept., Nov, :

Outlook, Sept.

Prices: .
Chicago, Apr., Nov..

Slaughter'

Celf crop and’ slaughter, Sept.

Cattle and calves, July -

Commercial, Jan., May

Comparablllty of F.I. statlstlcs, Feb,
Condemned slaughter, Mar.

Farm, Jan..

Federelly inspected, Oct.

‘Hogs,..July,.-Septa, Nov., Dec,

By sspecies, Jan., May, Oct:
Total, Jen., May, Sept.
Lambs, Nov.

Indexes of other years may be found
in December issues beginning 1946.
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‘Idwestock mrices per 100 pmmds {exoevt whers noted). mihatmai abd mlsughter
statintios, by species, Noveuber 1948 with comparisons
: PRICES '

Ttem - ¢ Annual sdanuarv-November  ¢° 1942 = : 1948
1 193746 + 197«'; $ 1948 8 October s u%;rengerx Qciober 3 Nov
. N ’ v ek DeY,  Dol.  Dak, . Do, | Bel, | ik
. s .
Cattlo and calves H C ’ ‘
Bscf steers sold out’of first: AR R
hands, Chicago: L
Cholce and DXAM8 sevesssoossressoncesssd 14,610 2.3 35.%6 gg.zgz 33.;)2 ;’;32 2.2
L A | . 26,29 1. 55 .g- » <4 VO
HEGLUN »vvessesnnrasansnnsonnsnsrs 8 BR OHZD¥ Zm B 25,95 25,50

COMMON 4erasesescnbocscrchronsosnsaiosnss 987 17.73 22,62 17.17 18,12 21,68 22.01

All ml .....’...n_...-...u.....u..t lB'” 25°98 3-‘“38 IO Z9'52 32-05 3U¢/L

Good M cows, ch’.w esesesssesecesseld 10.30 18-027 23»44 18,85 15.00 Zle 50 pPARY AL
Vaalera:s G4, and Ch,, ChICARO ccevcessossl 12,90 2,69 28.86 26.20 26,01 30.82 30,86
Stocker apd fosder steera t

Eanean C13¥ ceceavcescosaneonconconanesd 10.66 1 20.56 26,11 20.96 2L.22 2h 41 24,452
" Av, prios veceived by faiwsrs: 3
Boof CBHE1O coccscscensssccoobressssssed 9.7 18,37 22,73 18.30 18,20 22.10 21,40
VoR)l CAIYOB ,.usesconcsscoscsoaeccsccsel 10.99 - 20,24 25.05 21.00 21.10 25,00 2490

Hogs . ) ]

Ay, market wrisze, Chicago: 3
Bazrown and glli8 sovecconcorecoresosaal - 125,32 24,57 28.09 45,10 25.87 22,91
Sm .»oonon‘oo'.;b-oooo-o.nnn-coo‘-oooo’ - 2.1.78 21.11} 2().'/() 23.89 23-59 ?Onél
A1l mm’. seceseansssessesesassrened 11,45 24439 23,76 </eBL s FO Dol 224,08

Av, price received by farmers: H
Eoe. 0.0!0..0.'0.0000‘.000.‘0000'.000..’ 10.92 2[&005 23.63 27510 ?A.BO %060 HCBO
Corn, eonts PoT DUBKOL ..euepocsccecccend 86,1 182.1 193.6 223.0 A9.0 138.0 121.0

Hogeoorn price ratlo, U. Bo 1/ cocssvesest 13,1 1.0 12.7 12.2 11,1 17.8 1&.0

: H

Sheep and Lambs
Tanbs, gd, and oh,, Ch10BE0 veessececsssst 12,72 23.48 26,04 ©2,86 23.42 24,453 25.40
Foeding lembs, gd. and oh., Omaha .......t 11,21 2/20,79 3/ 22,25 21.05 20.98 22,12 23.01

Ewes, gi, and oh., OhlcB8O .seccvessescset 5490 9.12 ~ '11.69 A 9.01 10,00 9.7
Av, price recelved by farmerst 1
Sheop cescossssssccansosesnnssossacscnsel 5.33 8,39 9.66 8.42 8.63 9,08 8,93

IamDS sseecesscerssscessssssssessnsssnst 10,72 20.36 22,81 20,30 20,80 22,10 22,00
Meat s .
Wholosale, Chivago: 1

Steer beef, acarcess {good, 500600 lbak 18,86 = 41,03 50.54  45.86 45.38 51.65 49,1

HOE Produsts 4/ .eceeacvesseessapaneasad 1917 4132 42,39 45.61 42,96 43.19 3944

Lamb carcesssd (good, 30~30 Id@.) .ee.et 2118 5/42.73  49.30 41,30 43,79 46,92 47,72
B,L.5, index retail meat prices 6/,......t 123.b 3.9 24,7 23449 223.6 254,3 23,1
Index incoms of Industrial workers ..secet ;

206,8.  329.1 —  348.2 352,0 377.5 -

__,.59_32:39'100 9. s8990009'ee se 'y

3 .
Iiveatock koting and Slaughter Statistice
Unit ¢

Meat-animal marketings: 1 H
Index nuubers (1933=395100) eeel == 3 129 152 138 186 183 61 - 174
Btgc!:er ard Feodor shipwents to ¢ H
Corn Balt States t . H
Cattle and calves vessssessoessd Thous,s - 2:456 23364 621 321 606 461
Sheep avd JAmDE cnessocssessenad Thous,t - 2,976 2,235 6711 393 548 367
" Slsughter uynder Fedsral Inspeotiony 1 .
Tumbers: 7/ t
CBLEL® sonsenosssnconncecnceacsd ThOUS.t 11,398 14,178 11,797 1,497 1,337 1,176 1,150
CAIVEB 4eeseseocsasassosrscncest Thous,s 5946 7,260 6,334 813 762 633 614
Shaop G 199D8 cioccoscsecossod ThoOUM,: 19,602 15,215 14,014 1,697 1,471 1,632 1,444
BOZE sevcoscoscccsecsaovsansessl Thous,t 47,781 42,861 41,525 3,978 545501 4,008 5,425
Average live-woight: I t
Cattle .ccoecesvenossvcoseceonsd IDa 3 939 927 943 911 917 926 916
CAYPON ,eanscoavccesassccesessc? 1Dg 3 200 209 208 243 236 240 23h
Bhoop a0l Loh s.oeescesccssssd ID. 89 % BN 92 a2 23 I
HOZE covensvscnssavasossebsessel 1be 3 243 256 253 232 234 34 L
Hoat Predustions H H :
BOGT cectrosececoesosopoosasscoaiMiodber 5,689 6,899 5,829 636 612 555 R
© VOBL sececesesscosssassesessosaiMil,ib g 664, 830 724 107 95 32 S
Lawb God ZASHODL ensesecasocssns Ml dbes . 804 655 - 607 70 61 &7 L £2
Pork (omolnding JAM) cacecwenatMil,dbes 6,700 6,202 5,981 540 759 559 5L
Storsge stocks opd of monthe H H
BOOT .cecsssescesstecesncceensealiilolb 2 - - - 102~ 134 48 109
Pork -ooococnnoyoancuuoooonna‘..ﬂ‘ﬂ.la]b.’ - - - 188 305 203 297
Iamb and mtton .osescscrcrsessiMil dbeg - - - 12 17 15 22
Total msat ond ieat products .. Mil.ib.s - - - 390 562 332 5148
- Percvent pucking sows are of od- 3 :
®: inapscted slaughter :Perdenti - 14 13 -13 10 10 11

1/ Number oz bushels of corn equivalent in value to 100 pounds of live hogs - 2/ Average of orices for January
March, 4pril, Auzust, September, October and November, 3/ Average of prices for Jammary, February, Maren, Ap
August, September, October and November. é/ Calculated from value of 71,32 pounds of fresh and ceved-hog pro

including lard. 5/ "verasc of nrices for January, February, March, April, July, Aumist, “eptember, October and,
November. 6/ Meat: Buxean of Labor Statistiocs, 1935-39x100, Z/ 1947 and 1948 slaughter excludes Fuwmii and Virgin

Islands.
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