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The size of the pig crop largely determines the number of hogs slaughtered. 
Slightly fewer hogs probably will be slaughtered from October 194-8 to April 194-9 than a 
year earl ler. Slaughter during May to September 194-9 will be larger than that of the 
past summer and fall. If farmers carry out their Intentions to raise more spring pigs, 
hog slaughter next fall and winter will increase materially and could be the largest 
for that season since 1943·44. 
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SUlVlMARY. 

Meat production was seasonally large in early December, as weekly 
~ut_p"Ll,~. under Federal inspectiori set a 1948 hi::_;h. _Production is likely to 
decun·e moderately in ear~y 1949 and to be loss than that of the same 
timo li1 1848. Prices of meats ru1d meat animals may strengthen some in 
months immediately ahead. 

The decline in general average prices of moat animals and meat 
this past fall has been for the 11:ost pa.r"t a norr.:al seo.sune.l movemenc 
resulting be·cause of the. seasonal increase in output. There o.re some 
indications, however, that ·the price drop is greater t:10.n co.n be P..c.a · 
co1mted for entirely by ·the risinl~ suppEes, and this mo.y bo an indi.­
cation of some weakening in the demand for meo.t from the high level 
reached last s mJUner. 1 

I 
\ 

Prices of hogs 'cOl~pleted the full usual seasonal declino by mid­
november 1 and were doYm. somewhat more in mid-December. Cattle prices 
a·lso dropped from mid-November w mid-I!ecember, vvith prices of the top 
grades of cattle trending seasonally weaker tho.n those of the lowest 
grades o 

<Dn the basis of present prosp0cts, meat production and s hughJ.:;or 
will roaph 1948 levels sometime in the sprir.g. Total production for the 
year may be ti.bout the s.ame as. tl1at in 19 1~:.8~ I.Tore porl:: may jus.t about be 
offset 'by less beef and lambo Total beef output Y.rill bo do:\'m from 1948 
because or· reductions in cattle munbers over tho last feYr years, but it 
\vili include more bc.ef · q:' the better grades. Cattle feeding~ source of 
better beef 1 novt promises. to be greater thir, winter than it was. last year .• · 

Reports from farmers. on December 1 indicate tho.t more ho.gs. will 
be fed and slaughtered and more por·k produced in 1949 than in 1948. fL.YJ. 
estimated 34.0 million pigs were sayed from the fall pig crop of Juno 
through Novembel" 1 8 percent more tha."1 in the fa.ll of 1947 o In additi.on, 
if farners realize their plans of' earJ.y December, 9 .l mill:i.on sovrs will 
farrm·v in the months from December through L!ay, 14 percent more tha!'l the 
number farrowing spring pigs. in 1948. If the size of litter next spring 
is the same as tho l937-4G average, 56~5 million pigs will be saved, 
10 percent more than in the _spring .of 1948 11 In 1948 litters vvore larger 
than average. 
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Tl_le fall pig crop was the largest since 1945. A spring crop of 
~16.) million vrould be_ the largest since 1943 and the third largest 
on record, Both crcros are much smaJ.ler than the records established in 
1942 and 1943, which~ were encoure.ged by wartime programs to £:ill. special 
roq_uJrements for meat for military usE) and export. 

The fall crop was short by only 2 percent of the increase of 10 percent 
rccom,'llended in the USDA goal. A spring crop of 56.5 million pigs saved would 
be S percent below the goal of 60'i:nHlion. If .more sows farrow than were ·· 
rtJported as intentions, or if the size of litter continues its uptrend "and 
is larger than average, the goal wi.ll more nuarly be reached. 

These current and prospective increases in hog production are largely 
responses to the very big corn. crop of last fall which became apparent 
during the good growing season and which was accompanied by declining corn 
prices. Prices have reqently been under the average loan value of $1.44 
per bushel, and the hog-corn ratio has been favorable to hog producers. 

1949 Spring Pig Crop 
-To !3€! 18;!.ger~ ---

OUTLOOK 

l'he spr:Lng p.iG crop of 19!~9 promises to be the largest since 1943. 
Accord:i.ng to breeding J.ntcntions reported by,farm.ors in the December 
pig survey, 9.1 million sows may farrow in the months from December 1948 to 
May 191~9, 14 percent more than farrowed. last spring. If this intention 
sh<:nld be realized and if the 1937-46 average of 6.23 pigs are saved per 
litter, the 1949 spring pig crop would total about 56.5 milHon head. 
A crop of this s1ze would·be 10 percent larger than the spring pig crop 
of 1948, when the n~ber of pigs saved per litter was above average. 
This would be the third largest on record, but still considerably smaller 
than the very large crops of 1942 and 1943, which were encouraged by war­
time programs to fill special req_i..l.irements for meat for military use and 
export (see table 4). ·· · 

Biggest percentage increases in intended 1949 farrowin,gs over 1948 
are reported for the North Central States. The increase for Michigan is 
26 percent, and that for Ohio, Iowa, and _R;:ansas is 20 percent. ihe average 
·increaoe in the 12 North Central States is 17 percent •. 

More Pigs Raised this Past 
Fall than. a Year Earlier -- -- - --·- ----

Approximately 3'4.0 mill'ion pigs were saved in the fall of 1948 
(June through November). This number was 8 percent more th~m the 31.4 
million saved in the fall of 1947. Although smaller than in four wartime 
years, it was the largest number saved s:i.nce 1945 and continues the fairly 
high level of fall pig crops relative to spring crops characteristic of 
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recent years. In the later years of the 1920's and early 1930's, the spring 
.Q.rops were ~f! large as .those of 1945-1948 qut fall pig crops. averag€\d. onlY' 
around 25 million, about one-fourth less than in 1948. 

Tal:;>le· ... l.-. Sows farrowing, .by· regioni:31 and pigs saved per. ll tter, .... 
.sp;ring ... sea.e.gn, United States, average 1937-41,. by years 1945-49 

Number of sows· .farrowing 
:Average 

. : . . I949 as a . . . 
R~gion 

:1937-41 1945 . 1946 ., 1947 : l9h8 : 1949 ' . percentage . . . 
' : of 1948 

Thous. Thous. Thous. -Thous. Thous. Thous: Percent --
North Central Region 

Ea.st .2,016 2,129 2,169 2,313 2,113 2,444 116 
West :' 3,417 4,111 3,876 4,266· 3,761 4,lJ.55: 118 

Total :· 5,433 6,240 6,01+5 6,579 5,874 6,899 117 

Other .Regions :· 
North ·At~ant:tc- · · : ... 140 154 ·144 '157'. 148 "161 108 
.South Atlantic. -580 620 639 670 .. 653 652 100 
South Central 1,069 1,024 1,027 1,.003 1,.020 1~083 106 
Western 312 260 254 243 212 291 ll17 

Total 2,101 2,058 2,064 2,073 2,093 2,187 104 

United States 7,534 8,298 8,109 8,652 .7,997 9,086 114 

6~22' 
Number of pi~s saved per litter 

United States . 6.29 6.46 ' . 6.10 . 6.44"" g/ .• 

y Number indica·ted by bree·ding intention reports in December, 1948. 
g/ Not indicated. 1937-46 average· is 6.23. · 

The pj.g crop of this pa'st fall was produced from 5. 2 million sows far­
rowing with a record avera·ge of 6.58 pigs saved per litter. The litter average 
in the-fall of 1947 was 6.39. The comb-ined spring and fall pig crops of 
1948 totaled 85.3 million head, 1.2 million or 1 p_ercent more than in 1947 .. 
The spring crop of 51.3 millions was down 3 percent from 1947. · 

More sows farrowed during the ~·all than farmers had repo:rted as their 
intentions on June 1~ As the corn crop progrpssed well and corn.prices 
fell whiie hog prices rose, more ::;ows and _gilts were held fo.r. farrowing. 
The increase expected in the spring pig crop.results mainly from the all­
time record corn crop of 3, 651 million bushels, with lower pr_ices ·of corn 
in relation to hogs. On ;December 15, the average United States. price of corn 

· was $1..23, less than the loan level. of $1.44 ··and down a dollar from the $2.37 
of a year earlier.· From late summer to November, the pr1.ce of corn declined 
faster than the :pr.ice of hogs, and the hog-c.orn ratio became increasingly 
favorable. In recent weeks corn prices hav~··. strengthened, h_og prices have. 
declined somewhat further, and the hog-corn'ratio has gone dowp.. However, 
the rati9 tt Chicago of )..4 .4 for th.e week ended December 25 was higher t~an 
that of 13.7 in the we.elc ended September .11, and was still favorable to 
hog :PJ:>Oducers. Th.e 25 .. year average ratio for.December is 12.0. . 
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Table 2.- Pall. pig crop, by regions, United States, averace 1937-41 and 1945-48 --------- :1948 as e. 
Roc; ion Average 1945 1946 1947 1948 .:percentage 

1937-41 . : of 1947 . . . 
Thous. 

__ .__, ___ 
Thous. · Thou.s. Thous. -Ti10Us. · .Percent 

North Central States : 
East 9,756 11,224 10,194 10,258 11,066 108 
West 9,400 . 11,761 9,574 9,760 llj280 116 

Total 19,156 22,985 19', 768 20,018 22,346 112 
f 

Other Regions 
North Atlantic 844 919 808 822 "864 105 
South Atlantic 3,052 3,401 3_,597 3,668 3,591 98 
South Central 5,769 6,,007 5,382 5,668 5,908 104 
Western 1,608 1,281 993 1,169 1,286 110 

Total ll ,2 73 ll,608 10,780 ll,327 11,649 103 . .. 
' United States 30,429 34,593 30,548 31,345 33,995 lOB 

-··-·----
The fall crop nearly reaches the goal announced by the Department 

of Agriculture. The 8 percent increase of fall pigs raised was slightly 
belo·w the 10 percent goal. The 5 percent increase in sows farrowings 
brouGht the crop much eloser to the goal than ll.ad been expected from 
farmers' intont).ons las·b Ju~e 1, which had indicated no change in fall 
farrowings from those of li47. 

Tho 1949 spring pig crop goal is 60 million pigs saved. At a 
10-year average size of litter, present intentions amoun·b to 6 percent 
less then the goalo If more sows· should farrow than vrere reported in 
intentions, or if litters aro largor "bha:1 the 10-yeo.r average 1 the goal 
would more nearly be approximated',, In the last fevv years, spring litters 
have been generally larger the.n t;he 10-year averar;e of 6~23.. In 1943, 
1944 and 1947 they were small·:~6ol0 or less--but in no other year since 
1940 have they been below 6.29. The 1948 sprin€~ litturs averaged 6944 .• 

Hog Slaughter and Pork Pro-
duct icin to Rise inl949 -

In the first months of 1949 1 hog slaughter and pork production 
will come from the spring pig crop of 1948' and will be affected by the 
monthly distribution of marl~etings and by the size of tho.t pig cro·p, the 
smallest in 7 years. Beginning in about April, hot;s from the 1948 f'all 
crop will be marketed. Since more pigs were raised this last fall than 
a year earlier, more hogs are· likely to be slaughtered and more pork pro­
duced next spring and si.mlr:ler than o.t the same time of 1948. A further 
increase over 1948 may be expected in the fall of 1949, as hogs from the 
comingsprinc; crop moire to market. Total slaughter and, pork production 
for the season October 1949 to April 1950 may be larger than in the same 
pcr:i,cid of 1948-49 in rough prop'Ortion to the increase in the spring pig 
crop. From October to December, slaughter and prod11ction may be only · 
moderately greater than it was this past fall, since hog marketings 
during the last fevr months have boon fairly rapid in comparison with the 
number of pigs raised. 
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.',I'ab"l .. ~ }:.• Number of.·sows farrowing and percentage distribution· by months, 
s:pring. .and fall s.eason, ··Uni too States, av0ra,:;e 193'7 -41 

and annual 1945-48 

NHmber,- -.-sJlr:ing season -,-,..._..,..-:-- --.-- -s-o~----····:---··------
'. . .... ··-- . -4·-t -- • • 

Year ·. :D~c. ·~; Jan. Feb. May .. Total .. . . . . . . ·- • • 0 • • • • 

· 'Ihous-. . Thou";;.-· Thoii.S: -- Thous. - 'Ihous .-:- Thouil. · . . 
'1937 -L~l average: 
1945·· 

.. . .. 

290 

1946 
194'7 
1948 
1949 g/ 

.. 310 
296 
301 
264 . . ' 

. . - .. 
----~ · · Percent 

409. 
. 378 . 

358 
·393 
370 

791 
.'700 
703 
914 
766 

----
·1, 999 .. . 2,005 
2,022 3,003 
::-:,136 2,962 
2,475 3,0S3 
2)155 2,882 

---
l,h4o 
1 88) , . 

1,654 
1,506 
1,'551 

7,53h 
8,298 
8,109 
8,652 
7,988 
9,Q86 

Percent ---- ------ -----' . . 
1937-41 average: 
1945 
191~6 
1947 
1948 

... , 
•· 

' . : 

3.9 
3.7 
3.7 
3.5 
3.3 

5.4 
4.6 
4.4 
4.5 
4.6 

10.5 26.5 34.6 
8.4 24.4. 36.2 
8.7 26.} 36.5 

10.6 28.6. 35.4 
9.-6 2'{.0 36.1 

:"""' _____ ----- --=N-l:un~b-e-r,~faJ.l~ea~on 

-< :---·-:----: ---- • ----

June : ·July Aue. 
• • t • . . . 

·. :-·Theus~- --:- Thous. Thou~.· .. . . 
1937 _:'4i average: 546 
19h5 ·. . . 778 
1946 669 
1947. 644 
1948: 743 

: 
1937-41 average: 11.4 
1945 lh.h 
1946 . 14.2 
1947 .. 13.1 
1948 14.4 . . 

. 510 
598 
524 
5)9 
584 

10.6 
11.0 
11.1 
11.4 
11.3 

879 
1,022• 

872 
l,O:tO 
1,004 

-----
18.3 
18.8 

. 18.) 
20.6 
i9.h 

Sept. : · Oct. 
. : . . 

Thm1s •. 'IlwUs:'- . -- ---
1,483 9':{9 
1,662 973 
1,451 820 
1,512 840 
1,552 887 

--··----
30.9 19.5 
30.6 17.9 
30.8 17.h 
30.8 17.1 
30.0 17.2 

1/ December of preceding year. 
g) Spring farrowings indicated from breeding intentions report. 

19.1 
22.7. 
20.4 
17.~ 
19.4 

·-

10v.O 
100.0 
100,0 
100,0 
100,0 

N0V, Total 

-Thous. · Thous. 

445. 4,802 
J93. 5,426 
3'(7: 4,713 
342: 4,907 
399- 5,169 

9_; 3 100,0 
7.3 100,0 
8.0 100.0 
7.0 1C•O.O 
7 . '7 '._100 • 0 
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Table 4.~ Spring and full pig cropR and Federally inspected slaughter during 
the marketing season i'or each crop, United States, 1924-48 

(Da. ta for c.ov.er page chart) 

-~------ -- _____ __. __ ---------·--·-------·-__ ._....___ __________ _:..,_, 

: __ __ep:c;Y1g pie_.E£OJ2_ ___ : :[all pig"'_9!_.9Y . : __ Tot.:1l pig cro_e__ 
·Friel • .ir1sp., :B,cd. illGPe : . : :B,ed, i11sp. 

Yc.·r Pigs slnughh:r Pigs sJaughtc:r : Pigs : sln.u:ghter · 
:::avc\1 fo1lo-..ring s3.VGd follcrwing saved. : following 

__________ :: ____ ~----- ----~ __ Oc ~·-f.:E!'_•· _..J __________ ;_J1Sr~'?.~P t. _ _;_ ______ : Oct~ -s (_3J2h 
'rhouc.1.nd 'fhous~:nd Thousand 'iThousund Thou3cmd Thousand ----- . -----

1!}?!~ 50,.218 :n, 501 23,84'7 14, 7f58 74,665 /~6, 289 
1· ·::s 47,i359 26,012 22,1~51 15,1J8 70,310' 41,150 
]:);() 50,579 26,056 21+, :~;65 17,034 75 1 L,4Ly 43,090 
l'_rn 51~-, 50~ 31,371 26,741~- 15,999 81,246 t+7,370 
lC)2,'3 52,390 31, ')72 26,292, 17,'385 78,682 48,() 57 
19;~9 50,479 29,J46 25,61.6 16,196 '76,125' 45,542 

1')30 1,.9,;332 28,678 24,803 ].!~, 881 71~-,135 11-3,559 
1')31 5J' C)31, 30,372 :29,192 16,284 03,176 /+6,656 
19.32 51:,0.31 27,763 31~491.. 19,31+1 82~525 47 ,10/+ 
1933 5J,,4,60 27 J Jt>3 30,r/40 '16 !J 51,7 f3LI,_, 200 43,910 
1934 .39,698 /1_, 8Le7 17 ,o6:3 8,833 56,766 30,680 
1935 3 2, 38/+ 18,.'355 23,260 12,667 56,'144 31,022 
1936 l.l,l.y22 2L.,669 24,.303 9;4'75 65,725 34,11+4 
1937 .38,525 22,0'70 23 J C)9/+ L~, 510 62,5;L9 3/+J 580 
ll)J8 1,3, 289 2L.,663 ~8, 56() 15,056 71,8:55 39,719 
1')39 53,238 :30,442 3.3,7M- 17,208 86,952 47,650 

19!;.0 .. 49,584 31,919 30,282 16,031 79,866 48,000 . 
1941 49,3M 32,5.38 35, 58/.y 19,825 84,952 52,363 
1942 61, QC)J J4,r?09 43;810 25,073 104,()03 59,981 
1943 74,'223 48,1/.3 47, 58/+ 25,199 12l,807 73,342 
1944 55,754 30,250 30,905 13,637 86,659 43,887 
19Lt-5 52, H19 29' );:'() 31.,, 593 13~609 nG,782 /+2,,929 
191,6 52,392 30,1+44 30,548 16,618 e2, 940 47,062 
1<11.7 52,802 31,619 31,345 16,117 84,JJ~7 . 47., 736 
19<',8 . 51,286 33,995 '85,281 . 
191+9 :1/ .56, 500 

y Bas,.d on :int.:ntions for 201i's t•) farrmr ~md thG 1937-/+6 avur{lge nunbt:.r of pigs 
per litter., 
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Although to"tc-:tl 1949 production of pork probably nill surpass that 
of 1948, loss meat of other kinds is expected. Production of all r.wats 
combined f:la.Y be about the same as it was in 19L~8. 'Fhe rr::ductions likely 
in output of beef, veal, ·lamb and r:nttt~n are due to t.he decrease in size 
of cattle and sheep herds that has been taking place over the last 
several years., If more aattlo are held b<:.ck in 19L~9 and herds aru more 
nearly :rn.a.intained, the output ·of beGf will be rc.duccd.consi. derably ~ 

Mo~t Out.E~ QE .· 
~ En:r;,ly pecc:mber 

During th~ first two weeks of December, r:lEJat production under 
Federal inspectiqn reached its highest level of the past 12 months~ 
'rhc increase came from greater nur.tbers of hogs and of cattle sle.ughtcred 
than in Wt?oks prwceding. Jaea t output f'roquen tly reaches its peak of the 
year in the·first half of.Decnm.ber.. Hog slauzhter in early Dl3ccmb8r vms 
short by about 10 percent of the very large slaughter at the sc:.me tine 
of 1947 o 'rhe number of cattle sla;gl'):tered was also dovm at luast 10 
percent., Hovrcvur, tnnis was a rela tivo g8.in for cnttle, since in previous 
weeks hog slaughter had been noo.rly as large as a year earlier but cattle 
slaughter 15 to 25 percent less., 

Indications aro that total ucat Glutput for the October-December 
quarter nay: ha.ve been 6 to 8 pGr·ccnt sr.mller than in the saue quarter 

· of 1947e Supplies available for conmunption, however, probably ·,wre 
not reduced that much as neat'inports were larger than a year before, 
and less meat may hnve l:toved into st.oragoo Estimates are that consump­
tion of meat per person in the last quarter of 1948 probc>.bly was about 
2 pounds, or about 5 percl~.nt_, less than in tho same quarter of ··19L~?. 

·Meat Stocks December 1 
Less ]han ~ Year-

Less m~at vms placed in cold storage in November than in the: s<mc 
r,1onth a year carlior. Net into-storage novu:.wnt of. pork ih Novunbt;r vras 
93 million pounds compar~~ with 117 million in November 1947. Tho 
total cold-:stornge holdings of neat on Deccnbor 1 uero 8 porc~nt smaller 
than on the same date of 1947, md slightly si!k1.ller than nvL1ra~e. 

Continuation of a. reduced level'. of movenh;nt into storage would be 
. an iraportant· factor in domnnd for mea to .A year ago, n0t into-storage 
move-ment was nenrly JOO million pounds in Decenber;~ and no.re than 100 
railli.on pounds in January o This high ra to of sto r2.gc operations probably 
has not been occurring this year. Ordinarily, norc neat is put in storage 
follmving harvest of a small corn crop and loss follouing a large one, 
sinco the effect of a snall crop is to ruducc meat output in months ahead 
and thereby raise prices but a. large. crop has the. opposite cffoctQ 
Largo storage operations after tho ruduccd 1947· corn harvest confonned to 
this patt,crn. SommThat sme.llcr operations this winter would also cor:J;'es.pond 
to th,e .general eX})ecta~ y, . 
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Heat Animal Prices Still 
-rPv:erfn t-~Id:DW'e~ 

.- 10-

On Deccr.1ber 15 fir1:1ers reeo~vc:d an average of ~~21.10 per hundred 
pounds for hoes, $20.50 .for bc.ef cat·tl(;~· $24·,90 for v<:al calves, .:J,nd 
$21.90 for lambs •. These pricc.s were all a-s: low• .. as: or loHct' thrm thns0 of 
a month earli,::r, . h;)2 prices dropping 70. -at::nts during the month e.nd beef 
cattle prices 90 cm ts. Prices rccniv.ea. by farncrs for hogs declined a 
total of $6.23 o:r 23 percLmt betvve.cn mid""Septt:mber and hlid-De<?(;.raber, 
cor.Ipared with an over.::tge decline betwv~~en thosi::· nonths of 19 p·crccnt.c 

The decline in ca ttl.c prices, bctvvecn mid-NovE,mbc:r ·and mid-Dccer.1ber 
occurred mainly in the higher grades. Prices of choicE' stcGrs at .Chicago 
dccrca::;ed .:;,bout ~P4e00 during that interval Wh.Crnas those Of medium St(H.::rs 
fell less thc'1.n $2.00 and those of comr.1on stenrs c.haneed little 6 rtore 
strength for lower than for higher grades of cattle is a frequent experi­
ence at this season. 

Some Indice tion of Weakening fror.l las} 
Summort s Unusual_ly Str<?£g_J)cmand for Meats . 

There is ron"- evidenc.:; tha.t the grndually d sing demand for meat 
in th~ last two yc~rs hns leveled off from thu high point rr;achcd last 
summer. Coneur.1.pti·::n per capi t.c.1. increased at not quitu o.n average 
seasonal .rfl.te durine the fall of 1948, but pric(;S of meats and of_, meat 
ari:llnals,which had ri::;en vory fast last sp1·ing and SUI:tmer, d~clined 
sommrhat mol:'e thr..n usual. . So<,csonalJ..y adjusted consur~lptian per capita 
in the last half of 1948 probably vas lo1fer. them· that of any quarter :in· the 
last two years. Scasonnlly adjusted. meat prices were lovwr in thE'J 
fourth quarter than in the third and not gre.i tly different froa thosE:: in 
the ceccnd quo.rtor of 1948. Since inconcs of con:3Umers have been rising 
steadily, it appears th':'.t a smaller percentage of incomGs was spent for 
meat in late 1948,. 

These obsc;rvntions' rcg:.u,1ing quart<::'r.:.to-qu.-'1rter trend::, in apparent 
demand for meat are based en calcul<-~ tions that convert estitk'1. ted actual 
consumption and nctu~l prices in e'lch l!.U·'.crto.::!r to seasonally adjusted. 
figures •. Hi thout such conversion, . tilC various quarters of n year 

·cannot be compared because norma:l scc;sonal changes may obscuro the uore 
basic non-seasonal chances.. Calculetions for 1947 and 191~8 arc given 
for all moats coubincd, and for bGL7f and pork Sc)parately, in table 5. · 

As mmm there), <:c_n ·estimated seo.soml.lly adjusted ret .. :dl valu<'l of· 
the neat consur.led by thCJ civilian ?Opule.tion is ·coiaputed for each quartk.:r, 
and. compared ·witl1 aver~:,gG d:lspo sable p<Jrsorl~>.l :incorac por capita, also 
seasonally adjustE':d. 

. . . ~ .. '•. 

'since tllc war, the ret.:cil value of meat conswnption has been 
higher ·rdo.J,ivc. to conSt.u-:tcrst incor:ws t.ha:<t bufore the WGr,_ I·~ averaeed . 
6.3 p~:;rcent of inco'".les in 194'7 cor.1porr..d with aroupd·. 5~5. pcrcBnt ·illl the· 
late 1930's. The p-::rccnt.c."Lg(: rda tionship to inconcs ro sc to its high6st 
point in the r.tiddlo quarters of 19·~B. According to prdininc~ry 
calculations, it receded in th8 last qut:t.rtcr of 1948 to about the level 
of the sane qu.:trtcr of 1947 • 
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Table 5·.- Retail value of meat consump·!:i:lon compared with disposable personal 
· income, seasonally adjusted, by quarter-·years, 1947 and 1948 

All meat 

Quarter­
yea~ 

:Civilian oonsuq, .. :Average retair7'Retill" value : Disposable :Betail·value · 
: t~on ·per capi"t!,:pr1ce. :per pound:of civ~.lian : personal :of meat as 
: :Season-: :Seaeon-:con~umption : income per:percent of 
: Act~l : ally : Actual: ally :per capita : capita :disposable 

: ad- : !/ : ad- : seasonally : seasonally~pere. income, 
·: jueted. : • . :Jus~ ; .ad,1uated 'f./ .:!... adjusted :seas. adJuete ·• . 

1947 
:Pounds Pounds Cents Q!!!ts DoJ;.l~r_! Dollars_ ~~! 

--:.Tan. -Mar.: 40.4 39.4 
Apr. -Jum: 38.1 40,9 
Jul.-Sept: 35•7 37 .9· 
Oct.-Dec.: 40.8 36.8 

1948 
-ran.-Mar.: 38.2 37.1 

Apr.-Juna: 35.9 38.6 
Jul.-Sept: 33.7 35.7 
Oct. -Dec.: 

y ___...38_..-..7 _..-..:;32 • ..;;.1_. _31*"......... ... 3L 
Beef 

18.10 
19:10 
19.00 
19.10 

19.50 
22.00 
21.60 . 

20.12 

297 
293 
303 
313 

316 
322 

. 330 

5/ 

6.1 
6.5 
6.3 
6.1 

6.2 
6.9 
6.5 

6/ 6.0 

i941 
Jan.-Mar.: 17.4 17.4 54.8 55.8 7. 70 297 2.6 
Apr .... JUne: 17.5 19.2 57,3 57.7 8,80 293.. 3.0 
Jul.-Sept: 16.9 16.7 65.9 64.2 8.50 303 2.8 
Oct.•Dec.: 17.3 15,9 66,4 66.5 8.40 313 2.7 

1948 
Jan.-Mar.: 16.4 16.4 66.3 67.6 8.70 316 2.8 
Apr.-June: 15.5 16.9 73.0 73.4 9.85 322 3.0 
Jul.-Sept: 15.5 15.3 80,9 78,8 9.55 330 2.9 
Oct .-Dec.: 
. y --1~6·~5--~··1~2~·3~·~7~4~.3~.~~?~4.~4~~~9~~·0_0~-----------5~/ _____ ~6~/_2~.7------

Pork ,excluding . .-la;;;;r;.;;d;;_ ___________ _ • .. 
1947 
--ra-n.-Mar.: 19.3 

Apr. -June: 16.8 · 
Jul ~ -Sept : 14.7 
Oot.-Dec.: 19.1 

1948 : --:ran. ~Mar . : 18 . 3 
Apr.-June:. 17 .o 
Jul.-Sept: 14.4 
Oct. -Dec.: 

!±/ 18.3 

17.9 
17.5 
17 .2. 
17.3 

16.9 
17.8 
16.9 

16.4 

48.8 
49.2 
53.6 
53.9 

52.5 
57.6 
63.5 

58.7 

50.2 
50.0 
51.7 
53.5 

54.0 
58.6 
61.2 

58.1 

8.35 
8.15 
8.25 
8,60 

8.50 
9.65 
9.65 

8.90 

297 
293 
303 
313 

316 
322 
330 

'2.1 

2.8 
2.8 
2.7 
2.8 

2.7 
3.0 
2.9 

§./ 2.6 

17 Weighted.average retail price for all important outs. 
g/ Computed from estimated retail weight of cons~pt1on. 
3/ Not calculated or used in analysis~ Retail value all meats sum of 4 meats, 
Y, Preliminary estimates. 
2/ Not available . . 
~ Calculated on assumption of 2 percent increase in disposable personal income 
from third quarter. 

Because quarterly data have been rounded to add to annual totals, not shown heze, 
values can not be com;pe.red precisely colUJIIIl to column for each quarter. 
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· ··, These· chang·es in: demand; howevGr·J ·do ·not ·necessarily indicate any 
general tnmds·J: even though· an eventual· retu·rn c·los er. to pr·ewar r~lation­
ships between demand for meat and. ,c0nspmer incoMes has be~n expected. · 
_Quarte:r-t.o-qYarter. variations. in ti;@mand 'for meat. occur frequen~lY·o The : 
experi.Jnce. of the last. three month.§ of 1948 :ls of ·too short duratio;n to 

. suggest 'rutur e: trend:s in 1ev·els o:f· d~mand for ·mea to . AlsqJ a somewhat higher 
expend,it\;.re for ·m.eat:s ni.ay he expec·ted. i.ri vi,:3w of the .increase s inca preiNar · 
S..rt 'real' :incomes; inc.luding especially· thos·e i:n the lower bracket~ · · 

' ' ' :· . • . : 'i . . . - . : ' . 

. . The nieth;dplo:gy of table 5 is. ac~urate. enou·gh: only to show the 
larger differerlCes in demand for mei:\t., It is not sufficiently precise 
for any exact ~easurement of derr.and, since it is subject to errors not 
only in original dataJ but _also in the approxi:mate adjustment for s·eason­
ality, It is likely that diff·erences shown in retail value of meat · · 
relative to inqomes ·-: are significan~ when they are a:s large as the change 

·.from the second to the fourth quartor .. of 1948~'but are not significantfor 
the smallest changes shown. in the table. · 

. ' ' :: I. 

M'e~t Supplies to Decrease; Prices 
·May~ 2:.!: Next F'ew ~ori'ths -

· · · Hea.t production probably· wi 11 dccl ine seasonally after the first of 
the year, and in the early months of 1949 will be smaller than at the same 
ti\ne of 1948 •. Slaughter of both cattle and lambs has been less than a 
year earlier, and since herds probably were reducod furthor in 194S: the 
nui:nber slau@:ltercd is likely to continue bdow last year's levels.· SlaU:ghter 
of hogs also .is expected to ·be smaller than· in the fir·s.t months' oaf 1'94·8. · · 
Total hog sla.ugr'tGr for the Octobc;r-April season. is governed closely by · .:. 
tho size of .the 1948 spring pig crop, which was 3 percent; smaller than 
.·the 1947 spring crop. Moreover, it wi)) be further .'reduced by the greater· 
withholding of· sows and. gilts for spring farrowing. ·. ·From October to De.o .. · 
c·embo~,. approximately l~ million hogs were slaughtered under Federal . 
inspection, only about 2 percent less than in the samfJ months of 1947 • 

. Pew.cr hogs than. a year earlJ.er apparently remain ... to bo slaughtered during. 
-the r.est of the season, as.· 'indicated both by mar.ket movement and by the 
2 percl:mt fewer hogs older than 6 months reported on farms December 11 1948. 
than a year ·ear 1 i er ~ .: · · · · · 

· i'ngs, 
about 

If only moderate quantities of 
civilf.an consumption per capita 
1 pound. less than the ~~8 pounds 

~ . . } 
'•. ' 

••': ... ,. 

meat are added to cold st~rage lfold.i·: 
in the ·January-March quart·er :meiy be · ·.· 
consumed in the same quarter :or 1948 ~ ... 

-~.·~ . . . : . ' . 
·Bas e4: o~ these expectations for meat production in th~ ·next -r·ew' · · 

months, pric~s of meats may strenghten somewhat and prices of ·mEiat :animal!! 
may rise se~sonally~ On theaveraci'J, prices received by farmers for hogs' 
incr'ease 14 p.ercen.t betweeri ·rnid-Decombcr and ·mid-h1arch. Those for :beef ·. ·-' 

.·-·cattle .usuaJ.l.y .ri.s e 7 ... pe.r.c en.t,. as .. :Comm.on._: .. grades. _Qf .. st.eers ... increas e _in 
price but choice and price 'imd' g·ood. .. gr~.de'~ ··d~c.~'ino s~asori~'liy .. · · ('l'able 'e} 

' •; • ,, ,, • ,. ' ·•I t' ; ' ' ·,,· ' • • • ' ' •o _. ' '·' • 
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~le P0ed,in{:, .jxpandin12: Recently 

Cattle fGoding stepped up rapidly late in the fall, and the wintor 
faeding now promises to be larger than that of last yEJaro In Novembvr) 
43 percent more cat:tle and calves were received in 8 Corn Bt lt States 
than. a year Jarlier,. In' the first weoks of December shipments of stockers 
and feeders from ;four public stockyards, a;L though dec1 inin.g seasonally, 
continued substantially largf;r than· in the same weeks of 1947. More cattle 
are expected to be fed this winter than last both in the Corn Belt and in 
the 1nrestern States. California will have a record number OJ:!. f(:edo 

Increased grain ft:JE.:ding of cattle w:ill res1.1lt in more beef of the 
higher grades than a year earlier in the spring and oarly summer when the 
supply incre~ses soasonally. 

Fewer Lambs to be Fed This Year 

A greatly reduced number of lambs will be fed this winter compared 
with last •.. 'The reduction is general throughout the United States. The 
total.number fed probably will be the sma)lost in more than 20 years .. 

The nu,mb'or of' lambs slaughterod has been hir,h in relation to the 
size of the lamb crop. 'rotal slaughtf:r, 'in the 4 months August through , 
November was· only slightly loss than li\:q:l:i fear, although· the 194.8 lamb 
crop was 8 perc·ent smaller. This high slauc;htor rate has greatly red~~ed 
the numbar of -lamb::J avai lablc for i'ec,d~ng •. The 1948 lamb crop in the 
13 Western Sheep Statcs 1 . which supply't~~·bulk of the feeder lambs, v.•as 
9 percent small or than last year. · 

SEASONALITY IN LIVEB TOCK AND MEATS 

Almost all.phascs of the livestock and mAat industry are affected 
by patterns of seasonal change that are repeated annually in more or less 
·similar fashion" Marketings and slau~hter of meat animals vary seasonally 
because of' the influence of weather on the raising and fueding of all 
classes of animals" As examples, more pigs are ·born in April than in any 

· other month, :an:d grain fe0dihg of cattle is mainly a winter enterpr is ~o 
The demand for moat also varies during the year~ l) It is lowe::Jt in the 
summer. and hi ghost in the winter o Governed by changes in both the supply 
.of and tho deiJland for meat, prices of meats 2nd of meat ahirr.als tend to 
trace a fairly standard seasonal patt,Jrn throu~hout r;;ach year. 

· Indexes of sc.asonal variation in prices of meats· and moat animals 
were publishe( and dEJscrib8d in the February, 1947 issuE: of this Situ.ation, 
Xhe indexes aro repeated in ta.hle 6, and those for meats. arc illustrated 
~in figure 1, 
jj ·oemand is co_nsid<::red in tho economic sonse of the quantity taken by 
c·onsumers at a E;iven price. It is not the sam') as cons11mption, which 

. varies along with supplies and pricuso At 0.. givon price, ·con3umers will 
buy· more meat in vri.ntor than 5.n suJtun.er ~ 



Table 6.- Index numbers of seasonal variation in prices of meat-animals and meat, 1922-41 !/ 
(Monthly average for calendar year = 100) 

~ 

i 
Meat Animals ·---- ~ 

Item Jan. 
• . • • • • • • 1-' 

Feb. . Mar. . Apr. • May . June • July . Aug. . Sept. . Oct. · . Nov. . Dec. "' ____________ __;·~---.:..· ___ _..;....· -- . . . . . . . . . ~ 

Hogs: 
U. S. farm bas is . 
Chicago: : 

Barrows and gilts 2/: · 
Sows 3/ -

Beef cattle: 
U. S. farm basis 

Corn Belt Beef Steers, 
Chicago: 

Choice and prime 
Good 
Medium 
Common . 

Feeder and Stocker 
steers, K.C. 4/ 

Veal Calves: -
U. s. farm basis 

Sheep: 
U. S. basis 

Iambs: 
U. S. farm basis 

All meat animals 2/ 

94.2 

94.3 
95.7 

97.5 

103.3 
100.5 

99.9 
101.3 

102.8 

101..1 

100.5 

98.1 

97.3 
98.6 

98.4 

99.1 
98.2 
98.3 

100.6 

103.6 

103.9 

105.5 

102.2 100.0 

100.5 98.3 
103.1 101.0 

101.5' 103.5 

98.4 
98'.4 
99.7 

105.4 

109.2 

103.1 

109.4 

96.5 
96.8 

100.0 
104.9 

l08.i_ 

100.3 

110.8 

98.3 

99~1 
99.9 

104.1 

94.2 
96.6 

101.4 
107.4 

107.0 

98.0 

106.2 

97.8 

100.3 
99.6 

102.7 

92.9 
97.0 

101.7 
103.7 

98.7 

97.3 

99.4 

104.9 

105.7 
100.7 

102.2 

98.1 
100.0 
102.0 
100·.8 

95.5 

97.7 

96.2 

107.1 

108.0 
101.5 

110.0 

110.8 
I67-:2 

100.9 . 100.2 

100.3 
101.6 
100.6 

96.1 

96.0 

98.4 

94.6 

104.0 
104.0 
100.6 
94.5 

94.4 

102.9 

94.7 

103.3 

101.5 
102.2 

98n2 

105.1 
io4:4 
100~ 
93.8 

94.6 

101.9 

93.4 --

94.7 

93.1 
97.1 

95.8 

104.4 
102.3 

98.2 
94.9 

95.6 

98.2 

93-~ 

99.1 102.2 105.7 106.4 106.5 104.6 99.7 95.6- 95.9. 94.5 94.6 
98.2 99.4 101.7 102.0 101.l 100.2 i02.0 102.3 103.0 100.4 - 95.6 

89.4 

91.1 
93.4 

95.0 

Ol 

103.7 
100 2 . 

• I 

98.2 .... 
96.6+= 

94.5 

97.2 

95.5. 

95.2 
94.1 

Meat, United States retail basis o7 
Pork, excl. lard : 97 .o · 96.9 97.6 97.6 98.2 99.2 101.8 -l:-:_o=3~.t-4-,---=-J.o=5~."?<8:---_,104. 7 1.01.0 1·® 
Beef, good grade, . 98.9 98.0 97.5 98.5 99.0 100.4 102.3 ~0~.3 103.5 101.3 99.5 9 •. 
Lamb : 97.8 97.6 98.6·. 100.9 103.0 105.6 104.8 100.9 101.3 98.1 96.1 95.3 
.All meats 7/ : 98.2 97.5 97.4 98.2 99.0 100.4 101.9 :102.8 104.3 102.5 99.9 97.9 
!/Average-of ratios of actual pr~ces to 12 month ~ovi~ aver~gs centered, adjust~a-to total 1,200 and to eliminate abnor7 
mal fluctuations. ?} .Average all weights above 20,0/i. ~ All wei$hts, !:_/ l-925-41 all weights and grades. 2/ Calculated .f1f,l ind~ numbers of': price~ received by farmers· for meat anima'.ls. includi~ hogs, beef cattle, veal calves, sheep and, t.t. 

s. Priceeireported 1n1 OODAf. Mise. Pub. 5761JnPrioe 1!reads BetweJn Farmer~ and CopsUlller§ for_ Food Products 191~-~, an reco s u$ed n nre~rat on o that report. 1 ca~cu ted rrom ya ue Qf a market basket of oeer ve~l pork Iamv, 
mu ton an ed1bie ofra~ weighted by average cone ption exci. lard} n 1~35-39. Beported in USDA Misc.~b.No. 576. 
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Si~oe the completion of o. study on production anti ct:>nsumption of 
rncat by qttarter-years beginning in l941, it hfts been possible to establish 
approxin1a.:to e c!Jasonal varif,tions by qu!trtcrs ~in the prodqo ti on o.nd consu'!lp-
tion of' mi!Jat. Indexes so calculated r.trc shown in table 7 and figu.ro 2. 
These indicate thttt promotion and consumption of all m0ut comrdnod is 
usually 1~rgest in the i'our.th quarter. of the year. 'lhe c econd highe r;i; 

quarter is the first quarte!l' r:md the lowest is the third quurter. The 
smallest qua.rter-to•quartor ve.riations are in le.mb nn<l. nutton and in beef, 
and the greB:test in veal. The seasom~l vari!J.tion in v,,al output w£<s 
greater in 194-1-47 than it hud been in earlier ~ren.rs rmd the indexes :nay 
oversbte somewhe.t the variation thnt m..'ly usually be o:xpected. 

Table 7.- Index numbers o.f' scu.sonal vsrio.ti0n in 'hroduction and corJsu-nption 
of' ment, Un:ttod Sto.tes, by auo.rter-ye:us y 

--------~·~-------------

. Item · : lst qtr. ~- 2nd qtr. ~ 3rd qtr. ~ 4th qtr. 
-,--- .............. ......,._ _.:.._ ··+-- - ..:___ --- ____:_- - -=-=- ----
Total meat 

Pro duo ti.on · 108 88 86 118 
Consumption 102 95 93 110 

BeE;)f 
Production 102' Q1 99 108 
Consrunpti on 101 92 100 107 

., 
Veal 

Production 83 83 108 126 
Consumption 84 f34 108 124 

Lamb . und mutton 
Production 98 92 100 llO 
Consumption 101 Pt.l- 100 105 

Pork exe1udi::lg lard 
Production 116 88 72 124 
Consumption 108 96 85 111 . . ·, --......... -.----------------y A'Verae;e of ratios of n.ctur~l· elate, for l!Hl-47'to 4-quc.rtor moving average, 

centered, cdjust<:.d to total 400 ancl to eliminn:to ubnorma1 fluctuations. 
;Based pn meat production and consumption from all slaur;ht er, including 
farm~ ~lith an approximate alloue.nco for f'a:n~ storogo of vork. · 

TARIFF .ACTS J',ND DUTIES AFFECTilW CATTLE, m;:r.:F MiD VEAL, A~JD P/IPOPTS f'ROM 
CANADA AKD !"EX.!CO 

The· United States was an exporter of U ve cattle and of be~.:'f nnd 
veal u11til about 1910. At tha.t'time,, t~1e nation shif'tod to e. n:Jt importer 
of' live cdtle; f.Uld, in the 1920 1 s, the United Stt't':Js bccnme r1. net 
importer of· beef also. As these shifts occurred, tl-.rif'f rc~ult:l. tions on 
out;tle and meat began to us sume importance. 
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100 

98 

96 
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104 
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100 

98 

96 

94 
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SEASONAL VARIATION IN AVERAGE RETAIL 
PRICES OF MEATS, UNITED STATES 

INDEX NUMBERS ( AV. FOR YEAR= 100)* 

Total meats 

., , , ,, , 
~ --#+-----------------+--------, 

J .......... '~ . I 

,... ~ . 
-,.,... Pork, e.:xcluding lard ---....... 

, ..... , .... , .... , ~ , ' 
Lamb~ / \ , ' 

' , ' 
I ' ' ,' ~ , 

1-------::----+----,------t-, , , 
--'.------+ 

l , 
~-----------------,'----------~ 

' ' ' ..... "......... ' 
' ' ---r-------------\----

' ' ' ' ' 
. ,/'1 ...... ... __ 

----~---------~--'~-------~ 

JAN. 

',\ 
' ' 

Beef (good grade) ' ----+-----'.. ---~ ...... 

APR. JULY OCT. 
*AVERAGE OF /llfEDJAN RATIOS OF ACTUAL DATA TQ12-MONTH MOVlli.G.AVERAGE 

CENTERED; BASED ON MONTHLY PRICE DATA FOB. YJ:ARS M22.·41 

.... 

S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRJCULTURE NEG .• 4809.4 BUREAU OF AGRICULTURAL ECONOMICS 

Seasonal price variat~ons in beef and pork are similar~ Prices of both 
beef and pork tend to be low in December-April and usually reach their peaks In Sept­
ember. The seasonal variation In retail pork prices is slightly wider than in retail 
beef prices, but Jess than in retail prices of lamb c~ts. Lamb prires tend to be 
highest In May-July, before spring lambs are marketed In large volume.-



SEASONAL VA.R·IATION :tN PRODUCT.IOf;l A"ND COf'ISU.~PJION! 
; ·. ~- OFFMEAT, UNITED $TATES, BY QUARTER'-YEARS'. : :: 

.. . tNDttX: .. NUMB£~i.(:AV;E.RAGE' FOR YEAR:: 100 )~ : .• ,· . 

_ P.ERCE NT r . · . •. . • · ; •, •• •.•. ·. . • ' ··. . .·. . · · ··•. ;' . ; ~ ... .··· < j 
.. > ·· .·-~ ~ .... TOTAL:, ~ BEEF<~~- : . '·).~AMB ~N-D: .. : ·:PORK . ·~ . VEAL.-~ : 

MEATS. _::- r-_: ·. · MUTTO-N - · . q::XCLLJDI~~ : 

•· .. -~ \.-. 

,. : ; ; .. -~ I·· ·! '" "'- ,,. ,,: .., )~ ·-·¢ :, ~: .• ~ •.. :~ ::-< ; LARD, ::;i ; 
:-- 120 ·. - ' · · -·Production: _· . · 

--~·Cori:su.m:ption2 · 

:-:t i: 

·•· 
...... 

·• 
:: 

.· . 
. ;. t 1 o. 

: 100. 

+ 
90. 

~6 .. 
-70 

QUARTER~! 2 3 ·1 2 3 f . ·2 3 _c·t- 2 3 t , 2 .. ·:3 . 4 
. . •AVERAGE; OF MEDIAN RATios oF ACTUAL -DAtA :To OUAR~Etci.r. i.{(JVjNG AVERAGEs. cE;;TERE'D; ·:: :{ 

. BASED: ON QUARTERLY PRODUCTION; A-ND CONSUMPTION .'FOR YEARS 1941:47; . 
·• • •• . o· - ,.· 

~~ ~ 

,_. u: s. ll.EPARTMENT oF AG_RJCULTURE . ; ~ ·" . -~Hi-G • .. Foot:, euR:EAU oF AGRkuuuRA~~ ECONolll.'lcs 

: · Product ion and corisumpt ion of -meat in ~e~ch quartet ~f-. tbe year varies· (:ons iderab ly 
fr:om the year-long- average·~ Becau~e of the part'iaJ sfabi 1 iz.ing:ceff~t of :cold stqrage 
of meat, consumption-varie-s a little less-than production~ ·seasonal changes are mo.st 
·pronounced-- for p_ork and vea 1, a(ld least so for beef, la-mb, and·mut ton.. Beca:use only 

" quarterly <lata are avaflable, the; seasqnaLchange·s ~p~otted above are somewhat ni.ore reg~· 
·u1ar ;t~an they would ·be i:f.'month ly .Pata could be shown. · 

F' -;;a 



- 18 -

Prior to 1912 ···lexica was the chi13f foreign source of live cattle, During 
the first ·world War, Canada also became important.. In the years before World 
War II, both countz-ies exported several hundred thousand cattle to the United 
~ta tes each year (see table 9). A few thousand of the cattle were breeding stock 
and some were for immedio.te slaughter, but many of those from Canada and most of 
those from ~.1exico were feeders and stockez-s. In mid-1942, Canada. imposed an export 
ban which virtually eliminated cattle an:d meat exports ·to the United States. · 
In 1946, the discovery of foot and 1:1outh disease in l11iexico resulted in an embargo 
against imports of cattle and meat from that nation .• 

Cattle and meat imports were duty-free from 1913 until the emergency tariff 
of 1921. That tariff imposed a 30 percent ad vo.lorem duty on cattle and a 2 cent 
per pound duty on beef and veal. Pure-bred breed"ing cattle were duty-free and 
have remained so. In 1922, the Fordney-l':icCumber Act established the duty, on 
cattle on a cents per pound basis at rates of 1-1/2 and 2 cents (see table 8), 
These rates were increased in 1930 when the Hawley-Smoot Tariff went into effect. 

When the Reciprocal Trade Agreement Act was passed in 1934, it fUrnished 
the basis for four trade pacts which affected duties on cattle and meat imports. 
The Act did not, in itself, establish new tariffs, but it formulated the 
legislative and executive means by which the United States could negotiate trade 
agreements on the most-favored nation principle. The trade concessions exchanged 
in these agreements have applied not only to the nations negotiating but to all 
countries which do not discriminate against the United States,~ 

. Under this system, the Canadian Trade Agreement of January 1, 1936 
provided for lower tariff rates for certain quotas of i~ported cattle, The 
quotas applied as a. total of all imports~ The pre-existing duties were to 
continue on over-quota imports. All classes subjiect to duty except the 175-700 
pounds medium weight class were assigned quotas. The quotas were not consistently 
filled for any one year, and in 1938 no weight class reached the limit bf its 
quota. 

The second Canadian Trade Agreement, dated January 1, 1939# removed the 
quota. on dairy cows over 700 pounds., and lowered the duty on imports of non-dairy 
cattle within tho quota. · At the same time the lower limit of tlj.e medium weight 
group was changed from 175 to 200 pounds. At this time, by a. presidential 
proclamation authorized in the Act, total quotas were allocated between Canada 
and Hexico on the basis of the number of ca.tUe previously received from the 
respective countries. Quarterly quota limits for the year were set up. 

The presidential proc.lo.mation of unlimited national emergency, May 27·, 
1941, did not eliminate the quota restrictions, but in the Mexican Trade 
Agreement of Janua~J 30, 1943, it was provided that the quotas were to be held 
in a suspended state while the emergency lasted. Likewise, the Geneva Trade 
Agreement effective January 1, 1948, established quotas which will not be 
recognized until 30 days a~ter the President proclaims termination of the 
national emergency and of the abnormal situation with respect to cattle and 
meats. 

Vco'IiC'eSsions apply to all nations that are not declared to be discriminating 
against the u. s. The practice is to negotiate only with countries that are 
principal sources of supply. 



Table 8.- Import duties affectin~ live cattle, and beef and veal, 1913 to date. 

--- ---- : : ---: Canadian :Canadian ___ : M:exic~ -:--Geneva ---
:~ordney :?:aw1ey: Trade · A~ree-: Trade Aeree- : Trade Agree-: Trg_de A~re e.:.. 

_Type and class _. 
1913 
to 

1921 

-· ------ ------ ~·~---

Emergency :I·.cCw:- :Smoot ::nent Ja.."l. 1, :ment Ja.h. 1, :ment Jan~ 30,: ment Jan:. 1, 
Act of :oer ·net: Actf : 19)6 2' : 1g~9 2/ : 104) 2/ : 194!L£L._ 

2 -f" 0 - _5::j___ . -:-
19 1 : o. 2 : ~i!nder :over :U::1der :- Over :Under : Over :Under : Ove_r 

... 192 - 1930 t - ·· : - _: ___ :rnota :ouota :rmota ; quota :quota_:auota :nuo a :quill_ 
: Cents 

per 
Cents Cents Cents Cents Cents Cents Cents Cents Cents 
per per per per_ per per per pe~. _ per 

Live cattJe : ~ :: ~ .__!lh_ ~ lb._ 1b~- 1b~ ~ lb. lb: lb. 
LP ss tha-n 200 : : :. 

lbs. · lJ .... : ... :Duty f~ee: 30% ad val. : ~ 1.5 
200-700 lbs. !] ... : 11 : " ' : 1.5 
700-1,050 lbs. ·>:±/: : ' 
Dairy~ .••.•••.• : 
l-Ton-datry ••••.• : 

OvE>r 1·,-o5(' lbs. 
Dairy· .: •.•.•. · ..• : 

_ Non-da1cy .....• : 
Breedint·cattle· .• : 
Beef and·veal .: •• : 

" II 

11 

rr 

rr 

"-

II : ~ 1.5 
II 

" II 

. . . . 
-· 

. 

-· 
Du. ty free : -
2¢ per lb.: 

: : 

1.5 

2 
2 
d. f. 
3 

2.5 1.5 
2~5 2.5 

3 1.5 
~ 2" 
./ 

3 L5 
-3 2 

d. f. d. f. ,.. 
b 

2.5 1.5 2.5 1.5 3}2.5 1.5 3}2.5 
2.5 2.5. 2.5 1.5 3}3.5 1.5 3}2.5 

3 . 1.5 1.5 1.5 1.5 1.5 1.5 
3 1.5 3 1.5 3}2.5 1.5 3}2. 5 

3 . 1.5. 1."5 1.5 1.5 1.5 1.5 
3 1 ~=::· --;( L5 3}2. 5 1.5 3}2.5 c./. ./ 

d. f. d.f. d. f. d. f. d. f. d. f. . d.f. 
6 "6 6 ·3 

1/ 'The ·1936 Canri.dian Trade _Agreer:r::ent wei£h~ classes ar~ess than 175 _pounds, and 175 :pomits to 700 pounds-.-­
?) These·Trade A2:reements were nee-otiatPd under the Reciprocal Trade AfSreement Act of 1C)3h, and the duties apply 
r.ot on1v ·to thP. }Tat:i.o:!ls vrhic~ nee-otiated, but to all ca,.mtries which do r.ot discriminate a?,ainst the Unfted States. 
3.} rf.r:e ·hTF.tler o-ier-nCiot;a ra:te has nev-e.r be~n effective since the t'lexican. 'llrude .Agreement p~ovi9-ed for the~ suspen­
sion of' <iuotas.. · r:L'hese quot?-s cannot be reimposed u."ltil (l) the- ·mlimited Nat-ional Emer~ency proclaimed on Ma;v 27, 
19h1 has· 'be~.:n terminated by Presidential pr9clamation, and (2) until thirty di:lys after the President of the ~Jnited 
States ht::s: proclaimed that the abnormal si t11ation with respect to cattle and meat has terminated. · . 
lJJ. The ·Fordney-McCUmber Act of 1922 is the 9nly tariff \vhich contained a brea.":do~~·n in wei~ht clas-s, of 700 - 1,050 
pounds, a;:d over 1,050 pounds. The subse1uent trade a£reements had only one ~leiE"ht class over 700 pounds, i,e. 
700 pounds: and_ over 

~-
(/) .. 

• L\? 

"' 

- I-' 
\;.() 



Table 9.- Imports of cattle and of beef and veal into the United States fro~ Canada and of cattle 
fro~ Mexico, by years, 1934-47, by months to date, 1948 

____ --=~-Cattle and-calves __ == .-. • .;_ == -=---=- Beef and veal ---=- --
Year 

Canada ~ Hexico : : · ': 
Cattl-e--: Other : -: Catt~ Other ___ : --- --: Cann~d : Pickled ~ ~resh, 

, · . d'bl • Calves . f . d'bl . Calves • incl~d1n~ , or A ch1lled or . for - . e 1 e. • , 1 • or . e 1 e . 1 1 • • . . • . . 
_____ :_b_r_ee_d_ing: ca."t_t_l_e __ : __ 11 ___ : breeding : c_a_t_t 1_e ___ : __ L ___ .! ___ c_o_rn_ed : cured '! · _f_r_o_· _zen __ -__ 

Kumber Kumber i-Tumber : Humber Number _:Number :1,000 lb. 1,000-ll>4 1.,000 lb. 

1~34 ..• : . 5. t08 
::1935 •.• : 13,066 -·· 6 46 193 .•. : 10,3 

1937 •.• : 11,350 
1938 ••• : 9~080 
1939 ~ .• : 9.599 
1940 •.• : 12 • 904 
1941 •.. : . 16-,139 
1942 •.• : . -16-,107 
1943 • ;. ;. -: ... 22-,369 
1944- ..• : 16,748 
1945 .• ~: 22-,165 
. I 6 . \, 19LI- .. ·.~-: -'-1-1,919 
! 9117 • : . : . 29. f:6C? 
l.g48 :. . . -
Jan-.- : · 
July .. : 

AufS. .• · · ; 
Sept. . • : 
Oct .... : .. 

27,833 
4,823 
3,71f6 
2~-595 

1,325 
112,720 
178,368 
214,546 

92,118 
192,552 
144,675 
173,795 
144~017 

36,292 
.. 34,.826 

45.530 
68,032 
45,373 

52,221 
32,§85 

103,806, 
73,198 

0 
0 : 

55,695 : 
80,732 : 
45,645 : 
81,832 _: 
74,6in 
62,419 
53,015 

5,986 
5.5~1 
g ,4?8 
9,345 
7,642 

7.932 
3.361 
5,383 
3.355 

1,237 
280 
684 
692 
383 
267 
602 
235 
81 

582 
2{ 

9 
152 

0 

0 
0 
0 
0 

55~853 
251,090 

. 162~431 
197.509 
283,800 
445,306 
380,922 
456,373 
442;039 
579,071 
300,790 
434,111 
l.J-37, 614 

3} 1,430 

0 
0 
0 
0 

1,615 
1,259 
2,062 

33,259 
29;921 

-39,776 
13,503 

8,233 
310 

1,315 
708 

0 

0 
0 
0 
0 

5 
7 

. 1 

5 

?} 
?} 

22 
29 

152 
8 

ql 
26 

1 

17 
22 
42 
61 

l. 
250 
'18 

. 1..9l 
10 
-69 
34 

1{22 

4,:209 
.iLl 

l 
-?I 
?] 
?} 

g) 
134 
755. 
41 

76 
4,368 

892 
2,240 

518-
565 
362 
128 
239 
167 

42 
43 
59 
29 

12 
'3,876.­

. 20,4.67 . 
~7.762 

y Under.200 poui:t-d-s.-- ------ ---· -------- --- --·- --- ·-·- -.·- -.--

?} lf·ss t'b.an 50Q pounds. . 
3}· Cattle from !'lexico were actually imported on December 26, 1946; books had been closed 
• ·J , 1 ql17 J.n a.'1tlary _ . . . 

so they "'ere reported 

C0rr.piled from re~orts on f9reien trade of United States Department of Co~eroe. 

t::J 
t=1 
0 

~ 
53 
c.tj 
::0 
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No quotas were placed on meat imports in any of the above mentioned trade 
agreements. However, the 1942 Canadian export ban applied to meat !lS well as 
1i ve animals, and I\[exioo has not been permitted since 190{) to send meat for 
commercial distribution to the United S~utea because that country's standards for 
meat inspection do.not come up to our requirements. 

On August 3, 1948, Ca~ada removed its restrictions on exports of live 
and dressed sheep and lamb. On August 16 the restrictions applying to cattle 
and dres.sed beef were lifted, and the Un-ited States boga.n to receive cattle and 
beef imports from Canada in ·sizeable quantities. In September about 100,000 
head of feeder and slaughter cattle were received. By the end of the yeor 
around 300,000 feeder and slaughter cattle had boen imported from Canaduo Exports 
of beef and ve~l from Canada to the United States were close to 20 million 
pounds monthly, or about one percent of United States monthly·,proau0'tinn~ (Tnhle 9~ 
'V':hil~ these numbers of. ·cattle and quantities of boef··v.rore sr.nll rchtbc to 
United St::ttes production,· the lmportG of ·canadian oo:ttle and.· m( at dt~rin0 thc:::v; 
5 months wer8 oquiva.lont to. one-fourth ·t}le nmn~:.d. r:J.: ... rkctings' of C~no.dbn e:,ttJ.u. 

PIG CROP REPORT .AS AN INDICATOR OF PrOSPECTIVE HOG NUi'.nBERS ]} 

The semi-annual PiG Crop Repor~. estimn tes both the number of ipigs sa:'v:ed 
in the period just completed, and prospooti ve pig numbers in the ped.od just 
ahead. In its first function it. corresponds to acreage reports on field crops. 
In its function of advance ostirr:a ting, it is similar to reports on prospective 
plantings of field crops. 

The BAE measures farmers' intentions regf'rdinr.; the number of sows to 
farrow by semi-annual surveys conducted· in cooperation with the Post Office 
Department through the services of rural mail carriers~ On nbout June 1 and 
again on e.bout December 1 of each year since 1924, betweon 120,000 and 180,000 
farmers have reported on their livestock numbers. VHth respect to hogs, 

·reporting farmers list number on hand, the number of sows farrowing on their 
farms in the 6-month period just ended, the number of pigs saved, and breeding 
intentions for the next 6-month period. Beginning 1rith the fall crop of 1929, 
correspondents on the survey have also reported monthly farrowings& On the 
basis of these surveys, the BAE since 1924 has published estimates of farrowings, 
pigs saved, and intended farrowings by seasons; and beginning with the spring of 
1930, it has released estimates of the monthly distribution of fnrrovnngs. 

The Department cons i d0rs Dec ember-May farrowings to comprise the spring 
crop and June-November the fall crop of ouch year, On a nation-wide basis, there 
e.re two seasonal concentrations of furrowine;s, one of which falls close to the 
center of each of the,.se periods. The breaks between the periods occur o.t times 
when the proportion of fa.rrowings for the country as a whole is seas om lly smalL. 

In past years, interpretations of farmers' intentions regarding farrowings 
have conformed quite closely to. luter estimat:Js of nctual numbers of sows farrowing. 
As shov..n on the accompanying chart, beginning with 1945 the intentions estimates 
have been respectively within 3, 6, l, and 3 percent of tho estimate that was 
later made of the number actually farrowing. The degrEJO of agreement between 

y This article was prepared under an RMA proj eot ano.lyzing production, prico, 
and consumption responses for meat animals and meat. 



·. 22 

INTENDED A.N-D ACTUAL NUMBERS OF SOWS FARROWH\JG AS:r.>l: 
PERCENT OF PREVIOUS YEAR'S F-ARROWING, 1924-48. ·;Jf:t 
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intentions ond actual farrowings for tho fall season is also closo. Since 1914, 
the annual differences between intent ions and actual farrowings have be.•.m 
respectively 1, 1, 3, 5, and 5 percent. 

In the seasons prior to 1944-45, there was not s11ch close correspondence 
between intentions and actual farrowings o.s there has been since, although 
tho intentions definitely were an accurate enough indicator of futuro performance 
to have a real value to both producer and processor interests. During several 
of the seo.sons in those years when intentions were not horne out, certe.in 
unusual factors intervened after the time farmers reported their judgments. 
For example, the 1943 fall o.nd 1944 spring farrowings, respectively 14 ond 8 
percent under intent.ions, are Yery possibly explained by conditions which 
developed during those breeding seasons. Hog marKetings so heavy as later to 
necessi tute embargoes· at terminal markets, a concurrent feed shortage, and an 
announcement of lower support prices for the following months were all factors 
wh~ch could not have been foreseen by .fo.rinors a.t the time they reported 
intentions. Nor could these influences havo b!iJon allowed for accurately in 
preparation of the Pig Crop Ropor~. Similarly1 the droughts of 1934 and 1936 
and the fir.st AAA program of 1933-35 were infJ. tiencos without previous counter-
par!t which affected the·siz0 of flirrowings. The development of unusual· forces 
a·fter intentions have ber-m reported for a particular pig crop naturally brings 
abo:ut ~ variation between intention and later performance. 

Gradual refinements have i)llprcived the process by which farmers 1 reports 
.of intentions have been interpret;ed. Soon after the pig survey wo.s begun:, the 

. report .stated that the o.ccuracy o:f the indication of farrowings depended .upon 
continuation of past relationships be.twoen intentions and farro'llvings. Mo.re 
recent .reports have: recognized additi.ono.l conditions:> to the extent of allowing 
for the price of hogs, the hog-co:rn ratio, and .other factors before publi:cation 
of the. estimato. So long as the:re nre no o.brupt chenges in these factors· or in. 
farmers.' reactions to them, i nten.tions and nctuo.l farrowings will probably 
continue to be close together. 

On December 1 ~ when farmer.s re.port their intenti.ons for spring farrowings, 
about one-third of the sows and gilts to farrow in the spring season hr~ve 

. alreo.dy been bred, and others have been specifically set n.side for breeding. 
On June 1, about two-thirds of t~e sows and gil~s for the fall farrowing have 
been bred. Consequently, the "intentions" for .the ensuing crop are relat;ed to 

. operations up to the reporting da~e •. Ncvcrthel.ess, fn.rmers con change their 
plans considerably for many weeks aft:er the reporting date. Those subsequent 
changes. can materially affect the size of tho pig crop. 

Ordinarily, there are enough gilts suito:blo for breeding to permit 
expans'i.on of farrowings above reported intcntio,ns. 'Iho gestation period of 
the hog is about 115 days. .Sows _and gilts that are bred as late o.sthe f:irst 

. week of February--:-two months o.fter intentions _reports are filled out--wi1l 
fo.rrowwithin tho limit of the "spring" soason. Similo.rly, breedings up to 

. early August will come under the 11 fc.11 11 senso:q. •.. 

Farmers can wait until still later to reduce their farrowings for each 
season.. Many gilts aro bred as they _approach me.~urity, so that the dec is:ion as 
to whether to market or keep them can be deferred until lat0r. Ordinarily this 
decision is made before th.e tiniE~ they. yr0uld be 'docked or sharply t;liscoun~ed as 

· · .ttpiggy~" · Thus,· farme:rs have until March ot- SeptembEir to cl'eteniline ·whether t:CI· 
make a substantial reduction in farrowings for the current s0o.son. 
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Tha.t developments in mid-'Wlnter ·can be i:m:po:rtant to sprj:ng season 
farrowings· is· demonstrated by the fact tha't :tn.ore than qrie-half of al;t. spring 
pigs are born in April and May. Condd. tons in mid and late summer can· have ·~ 
a considerable bearing on fall farrowings, since one-fourth of the fall pigs 

. are bsnm, in October·. and November. · · • 
: ·l 

. ' . ' 

The i~tended numbers of. sow~ to :farrow !M.ve heen' translated 'into 
prospectiVe' nUVlber ·Of pigs by applying ·the ·average rlUln.be':r'. Of,'·J?.fgs saved per 
litter_,. as re:corded for the corresponding seasons· iii the preceding ·10 years. 
B~c~:i,use- o.f· such factors a:s weather that cannot' be known bY. Dec'ember' and 'June, 
the,num.per. of pig.e saved per ·litter can not:be anticipated with the same 
degre~: of assurance as: can the num'Qers of· sows' to'· farrow. Tremd.s in the· · 
numbers of pigs saved per litter are discussed· ih this Situation,· June~ 1948, 
page. l:J. .· · · 

Table · 10.- S()'YTS • farrowed, intende·d and: actual·, and pigs saved per li tte;r, 
by seasons 1924-48 

Spring Fall 
--~~~~~--~--~------~~----·------~--~~~~--------~~--·: . Sows farrowing· Pigs Sows farrowing Pigs 

Year. :·. As ·percent of • . ·saved ·: As percent of . saved 
previous .year Actual·. per, . · : previous year Actual per 

Intended: Actual litter :Intended Actual litter 
---.-.,-. -.-.--.-:.-.- M~i~l-.--~--~~ :· ' 

:. Percent 
1924. : · .. 99 
1925 : .94 
192q ;, 112 
1927 "• 113· 
1928. . . 106 
1929 :. ,. 105 

1930 
. 1931· . 

1932 
1933. 
1934 
1935 
1936 
1937 
1938 
1939 

1940 
1941 
1942 
1943 
1944 
1945 
1946· 
1947 ·. 
1948. 

.. . 

106 
. 112'· 

113 
102. 

92 
83. 

124 
95 

105 
121 

100 
86 

128 
124 

84 
93 

.,. lU4 
. ·106 

89'. 

.Percent 

.. 85 
109 
108 
'95 
95 

93 
108 

98 
104 

75 
. ·80 
127 

89 
110 
128 

95 
94 

125 
. 126 

76 
90 
98 

107 
.. 92. 

·head 
~8. 
. 8.3 

'9,0 
9.8. 
9.3 .. 
'8. 9. 

8.3 
. 9 ;0 
8.8 
9.1 
6 .. 8 
5.5 
7.0 

. 6.2. 
6',8 
8.7 

.8.2 
. 7.8 

9'• 7 
'12.2 

9.2 
8.3 
8.1 
8.7 
8.0 

No.-· : Percent 
5.12 : -94'"'" . 

'5.74'·: ··105 
. 5 . 59 . : 13'9 ·. 

5.59 ·=· .· 130 
5.63 : .. 112 
5.70 118 

5.96 
6.02 ·:· 
'5.79 
5.86 
5.82 
6'.01 
).96 : 
6.23 . 
6.36 
6.12 

'6.01 
6.36 
6 ~31 ·: 
6.10' :'· 
6~03' :; 
6.29: 
6~46! : 
6,10 : 
6. 41+::: 

118 
137 
101 
108 
. 62 
120 
114. 

97 
10'9 
116 

88 
113 
125 
125 

66 
112 

84 
109 
.iOO 

Percent 

91 
110 
106 
96. 
96-

96 
118 
108 
.101 

56; '' 
131 
103 

97 
117 
118 

a· 9. 
116 

. +24' 
.111 

b5 
111 
8l' 

104' 
105 

Mil, 
head 
~4.3 

3.9 
4.3. 
4.6 
4.4 
4 .·3 

4.1 
4.8 

·: 5.2 
5.2 

'2.9 
. 3 ~!I 
4.0 
3'.8. 
4.5 

. 5,.4 

4;8 
5.5 

.. 6. C3 

7~6 
4.9 
5.4 

·.4. 7 . 
__ 4.9.'· 
.'5 ·? 

I• 

No. 
5":-ri:9 
5.70 
5.74 
5,80 
5.94 
6.01 

6.09 
6.09 
6.08 
5.90 
5.81 
6.03 
6.14 
6.24 
6.32 
6.30 

·9.36 
6.43 
.6.40 
·6.29 
6.33 
6.38 
6.48 
6.39 

. 6.58 



Table 11.- Foreign trade in r.teat, United St.?.tes, scni annunl 194&-47, quartcr-y:;x;.rs 1947~8. to d=:tte i 
I 

Carc~sS.:....Tcight equiwlm t 
N 

--------------------------;--------,~--~----------~Exp~--o-r~t-s--~-n~d~Sh~i-p-~-on-~~t-s~to--~t-~-rr~i~to--r~i-s-s~1"----------~--------------ro 

Cm:u~.od:i. ty 
.. .;-. 

Beef 

: 1946-47 : • 194?-48 : 1948-49 
July-_: 

·-: :,Dec.: : 
. : lli.l. lb. 
.. : 

Jan.- : Total· : July- : Oct.- : Je~.-
.nme : : Sept,. :- Dec,. : Mar. : 

llil. lb. ~-Uil. :1b.s. Uil. lb. liil. lb.· llil. lb,. 
• .. 

Apr.- : -Total~- : July­
Ju.p.e : :· : ·sept. 

Hilo lbe "lfila lb.: Hil. lb. 
: 

Commercial e:xpo rts . .. i . 2e 6 
Comcercial sP~pnents · : ·11.0 

.77.3 
14.1 
3.2 

94.6 

79o9 
25•1 

·e9.9 
194c.9 

: 54.5 
:· 7.4 
:· . 0 
: 61.9 

16.5 
5.6 

0 

5.7 
6.3 

q 

"j;.l 
. 7-.2 

.o 
10~t3 

79.S. ... , '2h·.s : . 7.9 
: 7.4 
l . 0 
: - 15.3 

USDA exports & " · : : 86~ 7 0 
·1'-u.. 3 

-_ .·~· Tot..,~ · . : 100.3 241 12.0 
Veal· 

Conmercial exports 
Commercia£ ?hipmcnt~ 
USDl:.. exports & u 

Total 
L'"'I!lb ar:d r.:.u tton 

C o;."Jlllercial oXP.or ts 
Con..""lercial shipm·::nts 
USP-A exp0rts & " 

Total 
Pork excluding L"!rd 
Cor4~crcial cx~orts 
COL:nGrcial shipraEn ts 
USDA exports & . tt 

Tot.?..l 
All .msa.t 

Cor-t.w::rcial exports 
Co~crci~ shipmurr~s 
USDA, ocp·:)rts & n 

Beef 
Vcnl 

Total 

Lc:.inb cmd aut to_n 
Pork exc~uding lard 

: 
Oe2 
Oe9 

:· . 2.7 
3".8 

. . 
: 

: 

: 0.4 
: Oo7 
: 2,.4 
: 3o5 

8.6 
17o3 

: 13lo3 
.: 157.2 

. . 
: 

. . 
: ll~8 
:. 2.9.9 

. : ""223.1 
: 2o4e8 

7.:.8-
1.2 
0.5 

·9.5-.: 

2.6 
1~1 

0 
3.7 

29~"9 
27.1 
25.2 
32.2 

1~.7.6 
43.5 
28o9 

190.0 .. 

~.o· 

: 2.,1 
.3.2 
l3o3 

3:0 
1.8 
2.4 
7.2 

38.,5 
44~4 

l-56o5 
239.4 

129~4 
73.4 

252.0 
454.8 

.. . 
~ 5 .. 6 
: 0.6 
: ·o 
: 6.2. . . 
: 4.3 
: 0.3 
: 0 
: 4.6 . . 

12~6 
: . ·16o9 

. 0 

: 

~ 

:· 29.5 . . 
: 77.0 
: 25.2 
:. 0· 
: 102.2. 

: le7 
·· o·~4: 

.. 0 
. 2.1 

3 .. 0 
0.3 

0 
3.3 

11.1 
9.,1 

0 
20.2 

o.:z .. 
. 0.5-

·o 
1.,2 

1,.6 
o.s 

0 
20 1 

11.1 
12.,8 

0 
23~~ 

32.3 19.1 
l5e4 20-.1. 

· o · ··a 
47;.7 39.2 

:. Im":)orts 

0,3_ 
q~6 

0 
0 •a 

0./ 

1.3 :. 
0.4 

0 
1.,7 

8.8 
12.3 

0 
-~.1 

13.5 
20.5 

0 
34.0 

eo3 
·2.1 

0. 

• . 
•· . 
• ... 
: 

0.,2 
:0.6 

· "l9o.4 · . : 
·-_o 

o.s 

10.2 
. 1.5 

0 
1J .•• 7. 

43..6. 
51.1. 

0·." 
94.7 

141.9 
Sl•2 

0 
·223.1 

. . . . . . 
a . 
: 
~ 

·0.4 
·Oo4 

0 
o.s 

. . . ·6.5 
:. 10.2 
: .. .. 
: .. 

0 
16.7 

: • 15.0 
: 18 .• 6 
: 0 
: . 33.6 

: 12.0. ·.5.9 ~7r.9 : 17.3· 40.8 42.1 SS.l_ 15$.3 : 114~6. 
: 0~5 0.3 · · o.a : y . · 3/. - :Y .O;,l o.1 : :1.9 
: _;,....___ 0~1. 0.1 : . y . y . 0 0. . . 21 : 1.4 
: o·~2, o.1 o.3 : 3/ y -0.2 o.2 ·. · o.4 : · o.1 
: l2.7. 6-.4. 19.1 : 17.3 40.8 42.3 58.4. 158.8 . : us.o All neg_t 

shipnurrts for military civilian feeding. 3/ Less than 50,000 pounds. y Excludes 

I . 

N 
C1l 
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SELECTED FEATURES, THE LIVBSTOCK AND M AT SI 'l'UATION, 1948 WITH ISSUE DATES .-- --
Cattle and calves: 

Calf crop and slaughter, Sept. 
Cattle feeding mar.gins, .. Oct •.. 
Cost of feeding steers, Oct. 
Cost o-f stocker and feeders, Nov. 
Geogrnphicn.l change's in' numbers, July 
Imports from Canada and Mexico, Dec·. 
Number on farms, F'eb.,July, Aug.,Sept. 
Number on feed, Jan., Apr., Aug, 
Outlook, Sept. 
Prices: 

Chicago, Apr., June, Nov. 
Stocker and feeder shipments, Apr., 
Aug., Oct. 

Tariff Ac,ts and d.uties affecting 
: be._ef ahd veal, Dec. 

Feed; Aug., Sept. 
Concentrates, Sept. 

Hog and hog products: 
Cost, July 
Numbe'r on farins', June 
Outlook, Sept. 
Pig crop as indicator of prospective 

hog numbers, Dec. 
Pig crop, June, Sept. Dec. 
Price's: 

Chicago, Mar. ,May, Sept. ,Oct. ,Nov. 
Suppqrt, April,. July, O.ct ........ .. 
Wholesale, April 

Profit prospe~ts, May 

'Meo.t: 
Consumption, May, Aug.,Sept., Dec.· 
Distribution,. June 
Exports, Jan., Aug., Doc, 
Production, ~ran., M:a:r., May, Aug., Sept. 

lirov. , Dec, 
Retail vall.lEl of meat oo nl!umption, Dec. 
Seasonality of consumption and 
distribution, De'c, 

Supply, June 
T'ariff :Acts and duties affecting cattle, 
beef and veal, Dec. 

Meat animals: 
Prices: June 

Cwt., Feb. 
' Chica'go, 'Juhe 

Farm, Sept. 
Reo ' d • , May, Dec •.. 

Pro due ti on: Aug.' 
Prices: 

Parity,·· July 
Pattern, Mar, 
Retail, Je.nc, .June, .. S.ept. 1 Noy, 
Seasonality in livestock and meatsJ 
Value and cost, Feb e 

Wholesale, Mar., June 
Sheep and lambs: 

.. Feeding .. returns~ Ap.r. . -
Number on feed, Jan., Nov. 

Dec, 

.. ·Slaughter' r'elative 'to' p'ig crop, Nov.,Dec. 
Number on farms, Feb. , Mar., Aug. , 
·sept., Nov. · 

Sowo farrowed, June, Dec. 
Sows farrowed, intended and actual, Dec. 
~Jeight at market, Nov. 

Hog-corn rc:.ttio: 
Ffrf'ec~ on· sows ·rarr·owin'g, April 
Price differences, Hay 

Horses and mules: 
Number·on farms, Feb., Sept. 

Inc orne : : ~·' ay, June 
., Li ves1;o'o~: · 

Numbe·r ·on farms, Feb • 
. P.:ro.G.uot.ion, .. S.ep.t ....... 

Response to feed supplies, Sept. 
Value, February 

Marketings: Jan. 
Market margins: 

Distribution of consumer's dollar, Feb. 
Hogs, Feb,, April 
Live and dressed lamb, Feb, 
Margins for meat, Feb. 
-Price spreads between farmers and 

consumers, Feb, 
Steers and b:ee,f, Feb, 

Outlook, Sept. 
Prices: 

Chicago, Apr., Nov. 
Slaughter: 
. Call' crop' and' slaughter, Sept. 
Cattle and calves~ July 
Commercial, Jan., May-­
Comparability of F~I. statistics, 
Condemned slaughter·, Mar. 
Farm, Jan~ · · · 
Federally inspected, Oqt. , 

·Hor,s 1 .. July, •. -Sept., ,No:.v.; Dec. 
By.ospecies, Jan., May, Oct~ 
Total , Jan. , May, qept • 
Lambs, Nov.· 

Feb. 

Indexes of other years may be found 
in December issues beginning 19.45. 



- Z'7 -. 

Liftltock pritlltS per lOO ~ (e:metrt whew 1JOte4). llll1'•1:il'IB,1l 11M Wl.'llShter 
ltat1at1ol, b7 llp1J0181.· Novenbcr 1948 with compari.rons 

PRICES 

IW. ':-ri~~~~~~~~--~~~~~~~~~--~~----
---------·~-.,.----:----_,;'·:-=.~:.w;;...:._;~~,.--2-~~2--W~~~:.JUN~o~v~en!!!S9i.'le!r.!.I-P!J,icJ!.l..12£!: ... .L.Nil"D'li>c:rJ 

a£1~ ,r.o1,_ ~!!i:'±.:c 
! 

f 

J 
Cattlll l'll1d oal.Tel!l 
:lie;t •teers sold out· of tiftlt:· 

hands, Ch10IS80! 1 
Cho1c& l'll1d Fim ..................... ,: · i4.fi'' 29.34. 35.16 33.43 33.96 37.06 36.72 
Good ......................... ; ........ 1 ll-~· 26.29 31 •• 16~,. 29.55 29.12 ]2,:?4 30.6tl 
iGediU'f!t ••• , ......... fiO<tOOeOOOfoftO•lllo•Oo•oaf 11.63 22 • .30 n 23.51 23.19 25.95 25,..80 

common •o•••······~····· .. ~ ..•. ~ .. ~i~J.:s.---,r9~.87~----1~7~.~r~l3~--~2n2~·~6~2r---;1~7~·~1~7 _____ 1;8~·;1;2T _____ ~21~·~68~----~2n2~.o~l.-------------
All sraa-• •••• ~·······················':--~lr3~.22~---r2~5~.9~s~-~3~r~·~38~-~29~·~si2----;~~~;·5~2~--~3~2r.~o~s~--~3~o~·;''~r __________ _ 

Good grd.e oon, Cllioeio , ............... 1 10.30 1B.2? 23.214 18.85 19.66 21.56 21,46 
Vealenu Od. l!l!ld Ch., Cbioaeo •••• ; ...... s 12.90 24.69 28.fl6 26.20 26.01 30.82 30.86 
Stoolsklr and t"9der illteel'll z 

!Jmeas Cit;:or ................... .a~l 10,66 20.56 26,11 20.96 21..32 21...1.1 2.\ .• 52 
Av. price :reo~dved ·b;,- fll1'1!l&r•tn 
~:r es.ttlo ........................... : 9.?1 18.37 22,73 1s.3o 1s.2o 22.10 21.4o 
VGal ee.l'ft'!! o •• • ••• ••., ..... ••, 0111•"' •• u, 0 • ·' 10.99 20..,2l 25.05 21.00 21 .. 10 25o00 2!1 . ., G(J 

~ 
A'?. mt.IX'!re-t prico, ObiOI!ISO: 
B!l~ffl end gilts .................... ,! 25.32 24.57 28.09' ;~5.10 25.87 22.?1 
sowa •••••••••••• ~•-·········~··········'--~rr~~--~Z~1f.~r~ISr---~21r,r.·~lL~,~--~2~6~.R?6_r-----2~3c·~8~9~--~2~3~·i5~~----~2o~,6~15 _____ ._ ______ __ 
All pln'Obalel ......................... ,:-- 11_,45 ____ 24=:.· 3;;.9:__..;2;:.:3:.;•:.;'1..;6:._ __ .:;:Z:;.I.:.·.:8;::1 _____ 24::;;;•;.;9:.;5;_ __ _,;.2::;5;.::•.:.:4S::.. __ .::~~!:.!.' 6~8~----~----

Av. price reoei'Nd b;r far.nn ,-- · 
Hogs .................................. 1 10.92 24.05 23.63 2?,10 24 • .30 24.60 21,80 
Com, cents per 'bulhel ••••·••••••••• .. ! 86,1 182.1 193.6 223.0 219~0 138,0 121..0 

Bog"oo1.'11 prioo ratio, tJ, e. 1f .......... f 13u1 14.0 12.7 12,2 J~,1 17.8 18,0 
Sheep and Lulb1 1 
:tuab1, Sd. 8ii4 oh,, Cll1oaso ............. 1 12,72 23.48 26.04 :<2,86 23.42 
:reeding lellb1, Qll.. aDd oh., Omaha ....... 1 11.21 3/20.79 'J/ 22,25 21,05 20.98 
Elftlu, gd. rm4 oh., Ohioaeo •••••• · ........ 1 5.90 9.12 '11.69 9.44 9,01 
Av. prioe reooi"d 'b;r f'Sl'lllllrB 1 r 

Sheep o•••••~•••~•o••o•••••••••••••••••' 
Lambs ·~··•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••' 

Meat 

8.39 
20.36 

Wiloi9ee.le, Chioaso 1 
St~r beef • oaroa!Je (good, 500 .. 600 lbs,)i 18,86 41.03 
Hoe~ products J:j ........ · ............... 1 19.17 41.32 
Iamb oaroas~~&s (good, 30"1fo lba,) ..... : 21.18 2/42.73 

:a .L.s. 1Ddes rete.1ll11Bat prioe• §I ...... • 1 123.4 213.9 

9.66 
22.81 

50.54 
42,39 
49.30 

244.7 

8,42 
20,30 

45.86 
45.61 
41.30 

234.9 
IDdes inoOIIIB ot 1Ddutr:lal worken •••••• 1 
__!2.--,~100 O.J.S!,Ot!IIO!!IJO!.,Ott!ttt!tttl -~9~ 329,1 - 348,2 

L1netook llllllrk8t1Ds and Slaushter Ste.t1at1oe 
tiJiit I 

Meat•a.n.t:mal !!18rloot~: 
Index numbers (1935•39al00) ••• : 

Stocker and ~eoder shipments t~ 
8 Corn !elt State• 1 
Cattle am oe.lTeB ............. I TbOWiol 
Sheep and. Lambs f) Q. o •• o s al!l•., jOI ~ .. 1 Tllot1.8, r 

Slaughter under Federal Inllpeotiollt 1 
Wumbern! 7/ I 

Cattle ~•~•o•a•~~~·~~o~•o~oooo~: Thous~f 
CalTe8 •• , ••• , , • , •• , , ••• -·, ••••• • 1 ThoU .a 
S~p ar.:d ~be "~ooco .. oQ>o~:oooo~~>i Th011U!.t 
!loge oo<toeeooo•o.oto~••••ooootool Thc:::nlaol 

Average l:L..,."'fi''..ightr · 1 
Cattle o o o oo o• • o •~t~"'" fl "o o • • o e o·Q • o lb~t J 
CalnC!I • • ... • • .... o e • .o.• •• o •••• o oZ lb. S 
B~ep and lamb! ~o~••••••m~•·~~s lb~ 
Raga ~~~·•~•o•••~•••••••~••~••••t lb. 

MBat l'rod1!Dtiou& 
Boef • • o eo • eo • o o•oo • o p o o ;o • o o oo ~M1lolbvZ 
Veal ••••••••••••••••••••••••••:Mjj..lh.a 
La.tnb a.n.d mutton o IJ o o •• o .. ,. • "., • " • lXil..lb • t 
Po~k (e~lua1n8 ~) o••••••••IMil.lbor 

Storaee stOOD end C1f IIIOnth t I I 
:Beef •••••••••••••••••••o••••••IMile]J)•' 
Pork Ol7o•"•• .. .o•ooO'JOo••o••••••·••:M1loll>et 
Iamb a:ad :ma:atton ••••••• o • ., • .- ••• aM1l.lb. a 
To.te.l J~~Mt Wld imat pt'Oduote •• OOl.lb. z 

129 

11,398 
5,946 

19,602 
47,781 

939 
200 
89 

243 
5,689 

664 
804 

6,700 

152 

2,456 
2,976 

14,178 
7,260 

15,215 
42,861 

927 
209 
94 

256 

6,899 
830 
655 

6,212 

138 

2,364 
2,235 

11,?97 
6,334 

11,,014 
41,525 

943 
208 

94 
253 

5,829 
724 
607 

5,981 

186 

621 
677 

1,497 
813 

1,697 
3,978 

911 
243 
92 

232 

686 
1CY7 
70 

540 
102 
188 

12 
390 

8.63 
20,80 

L,5.38 
1.2.96 
43.79 

223.6 
352.0 

183 

321 
393 

1,337 
762 

1,471 
5,501 

91'1 
236 
02 

234 

612 
95 
61 

759 

134 
305 

17 
562 

24.53 
22.12 
10,00 

9.08 
22.10 

51.65 
43.19 
46.92 

254.3 
377.5 

161 

606 
548 

1,176 
633 

1,6V 
4,098 

926 
240 
93 

67 
559 

88 
203 
16 

382 

25.40 
23.01 
9.71 

8.93 
22,00 

1,9,11, 
39.);), 
47.72 

243.1 

174 

1,151 
614 

1,41.4 
5,425 

%6 
2.'34 

77 
t.?. 

109 
2<17 

22 
51::: 

Percent pwls:1JJ8 1101111 are of ll'ed• 1 
._:e;::!"@T.:=!:-:!1ni~J!!O=te4.;:;:..::.l!!g=.L.:.8::la::;~:a:;:te:;:::.r.,:.I::,Pe;:::rO=&n:::;t..,L:..,._ ____ ...;14;;::_ __ _:1~3--...,;;;;.13;;:._ __ _;;;l:::.O __ ._,~,.~,""""'..,.-...:;;.;ll;..._._ 

y Number or oushels of corn equivalent in value to 100 pounds of live hogs - 3/ Av.erage of oricAs for Jamw.ry, ~'ebruary, 
March, April, Aui,:ust., September, October. and November. 2/ Aver.age of pr.ices for ,January, l.'ebructr;r, M.nr::n, Ap<J., 1\:,,y, 
August, September, October and November. !::) Calculf1,ted from value of 71.32 pound1l o:r frc:~h mvl ··.•:·~<"-;--)'.0;:, "''o·'•<1"' 
includin~:, lard, 5/ "vera'(o of orices for January, ~ebruary, ttarch, April, July, Au~Jst, l:>eptember, October ancl, 
November. §I Meat: Bureau or Labor 8tat1st1os, 1935-39..100, V 1947 aD4 1948 sle.U3bter excludes JilJi.tll'.li &ld Y1retXI 
Island,e. 



U-a s. Depa.:ttmefit of Ag,r~oul turo · 
Washington 251 D. c· •. 

OFFICIAL BUSINESS 

BAE-IHS-22-1/ 49-4400 
PERrliT NO, 1001 

-Pt:rinltr·i~,·,p~'~ ~~1~ ~id 
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