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.Prices of hogs and beef cattle in 191J9 have been well below their records of 1948. 
Declines are expected this fall for both but are I il<ely to be larger for hogs than for 
cattle. The greater decline for hogs is usual, but it is 1 il<ely to be accentuated this 
Year by the relatively higher level of pork than of beef supplies. 
b O~er. past years, prices of hogs have fluctuated more than those of beef cattle, 
oth w1th1n each year and from year to year. Insofar as they have been aff€cted by the 
;~n~ral Price level andgeneral conditionsofdemand for the total meat available, prices 
i ogs and cattle have had simi Jar patterns during the IJO-year pe;riod. But differences 
e~ Pr~ducti~n, and occasionally in other factors a~ well, have also been important. For 
be~P/, Prices of cattle advanced generally dunng the later 1920's, when output of 

e ecreased following a decline in cattle numbers. 
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SUMMARY 

A greater production of meat· and meat animals along with lower 
prices is in prospect for· the coming' year.. .Larger pig crops and bumper 
feed crops .are the primary foroes behind prospective increases, but 
cattle producers and f·eeders also will ·be operating at high levels. 

Meat supplies· will increase seasonally sometime ,in August or 
early September, when volume marketings of spring farrowed hogs begin, 
Until that time, output of meat will be seasonally low, as slaughter 
of grain-fed oattle and of hogs deoreases, Slaughter of cattle marketed 
off grass is increasing seasonally, but probably will total less than a 
year ago. 

The. quantity of meat produced in the October-December quarter 
.will be larger than last year, The gain will be in pork and in the 
higher grades of beef. Hog slaughter will be up from a year earlier as 
a result of a.l5 percent larger spring pig crop, The increase in pork 
production maw be slightly less than that in the number of hogs 
slaughtered because average slaughtor weights are expected to be a f~ 
pounds lighter, With probably less from grass cattle and more from 
grain-fed cattle, total output of beef is likely to be down slightly 
from a year before, Less veal and materially less lamb and mutton.will 
be produced in Ootober-Deoember this year than last, 

Total supplies of meat for the second half of 1949 will ioolude 
a smaller quantity from cold storage stocks and from imports than in the 
second half of 1948, On· July 1 this year, 607 million pounds were in 
storage; a y~ar previously, there were 779 million pounds. Imports of 
beef and veal• from Canada increased rapidly after the Canadian Govern­
ment lifted its export'restriotions in August last year and the imports 
of meat from all souroes totaled 250 million pounds from July through 
December, This year, imports in those months will be smaller, 

Althou~h production is expeoted to be groater, reduoed stocks 
and imports may result in a consumption of meat per person in the third 
quarter slightly smaller than the 33,7 pounds in that quarter of 1948. 
Consumption in the fourth quarter may be at least 1 pound greater than 
the 38,5 pounds last year. For 1949 as a whole, indications are for a 
oonsumpt~on·per person not greatly different from the 146 pounds in 1948. 
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·Pricos of .me.nt nnirnnl~ ~d menta have been generally steady to 
strong at thoir highAst springtime lovels. · Prino~pa.l exo·eptions ·are a 
seasonal decline in p:rices of ~.owex: g:ra.des of cattle and a big drop in 
lamb prices in early June. Demn.nd fo:r me.o.t uppa:rently has held fairly 
stnblo this. spring ~d summe:r, although woll .. sho:rt.of. the :reoord·high 
domn.nd in the surnme:r of 1948. Prices may gene:rally rbnnin steady until 
fall mnrketings begin. Price declines this !'all a:re expooted to be much 
sharper for hogs them for othe:r meat animals. It is possible that hog 
prices will reach the support level at some time in the fall or ~inter, 

In tho first 5 months this yeo.r oompo.red with a y~ar earlier, 
19 percent fewor cows and.32 percent fewer waturo sheep (mostly ewes) 
were slaughtered under Federal' i:nspootiol:l.•. Because of these reduoci~s 
together with othE'Jr developments, it appeo.rs likely that .rr..unbers of · 
co.ttle breeding stock ;Will be h~Jld even or possibly increas'ed slir,htly 
in 1949, and that sheep numbers '';ill be r<;>duoed less than they were 
loot yeo.r·. · · 

'·. 
A second euooessive bum,Per oo:r,n crop and lo.r'ge supplies of other 

feeds o.re in prospect this year. Total supplies of con.oentra.te:s, and 
supplies per animal unit, for the 1949-50 fooding. yonr 'arc indicated to 
be the largest on record. Largo quantities of feed grains may ~a held 
under loo.n ro.ther thun fed to livestock. Nevqrtholess, the large feed 
crops will ho.ve o~rtain effeots--they will reinf'oroo farmers' earlier 
intentions to keop moro sows for fo.ll farr'owing this year than ·lnst 11 may 
result in .slaughter weights of hogs close to thos0 last year, and muy 'be 
followed by another wint~r of large .numbors of oattlo foci on gra.~n :f.'or 
slaughter. · · · 

. r 

Meat Output Slightly Above . 
--rast Year in Madsummer--

OUTLOOK 

Production o£ meat in July .wq..s .setasonally lower thru1 in previous 
months but. slightly larger tho.n a ye~~. earlier •. In the 4 weeks ended 
July 24, 10 pprcent more meat was produ~ed under Feaeral inspection tho.n 
in the ·Snme: weeks of 1948. For be.e£ v the in6reaso was 1'9 percent and . 
for pork .7 ·percent. About 9 percent less· v:e.al was produced, a.nd 15 per­
cent less lamb o.nd mutton. Output of lamb and mutton has been s:ma..ller 
in nearly. all. weeks Of 1949 tho.n in the SO.Ma weeks, of.la.st year. 

: · Slo.ughtor ·or grass-fed cattle from range a.nd pasture ho.s. been 
.inoreo.sing recently. The number of grass cnttl.e slaughtered is ex:"' 
pectod to rise. sonsono.lly until o.bout October, but t.ho totnl probably 
will be somewhat les.s than tho.t for tn.e .same season lo.st year. The 
number of gztain-f.ed co.ttle slnughte~e9..- i.s. likely to decline, but to· 

I oontinue o.bove la.st year until at leo.s.t .. vrell 'into the fo.ll. Abo'Ut' 
23 percent moro co.ttlo were on gro.in ·reed for mnrket in 11 Corn Belt 
States this past April 1 tha.n in the prcwi.ous April,, Receipts of 
stockers and feeders in tho Corn Belt declined from April to May, and 
the May tota.l wa.s smnllor thnn the receipts in Mo.y last your. In June, 
however, receipts inoreo.sed and W6re 5 percent larger thnn those of 
June 1948J and in three weeks of July the rates of shipmont from 5 Mid­
west markets were 26 peroent over those a year beforo. 
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"Since o.verage sJ.aughtor '!'lEJighto of M.ttle have been hcavi er this 
year than in 1948, due mainly to tho larger ·proportion of steers in the 
slaughter tot11ls, i'l:; is likely that beef production w:l.ll continue ~s 
high or higher than last year for the next few'months. 

Production of pork has been held up by early marketings' of sows 
this year (table l). At seven leading midwestern markets, 39 percent 
more sows wero. r·:Jceived this June tha.u in Juno l9·i8. Of the total num­
ber of s~ws expected to go to slaughter from J.Via.y to August, nearly ono­
ho.lf mD.Y have gone by July 1. In 1948, Federally inspected sia.ughter 
of sows by thr...t date was only one-third of the 4-month total. 

The number Of SOWS slaughtered thttS is likely to decrease rapidly 
in. lo.te sun1mor. Som&time in August or early Sept ombe'r, ho.gs from the 
1949 spring pig crop will begj.n o.rriving ut r..n.rket in sizeuble numbers, 
but before this occurs· there may be a. briof period when ma.rket supplies 
of o.ll hogs will be compa.ra.tively small. 

In Il'.Ost yoars., r..a.rket:1.ngs of hogs ·from the spring pig crop in­
crease ro.nidly in lu.,te Septsnber or en.rly October.· In 1948~ the soa.­
sonn.i. indroo.se cruno just aft(3r the middle of September. This ·year i't 
may begin even enrlior. One itr:)m supporting this outlook is an in­
dustry report from o.n Iowa. arGo. ·that 40 poroent of the spring pigs . 
rd.sed there will hn.ve· ren.ch<:::d market weight by September 30, und 
62 percent by October 31. 

Severa.! fo.otors underlie the prospect for eurly dut:es of market­
ing,, First, a lo.rgor proportion of tho spring pig crop was farrowed in 
the early months of the season this year than io.sto Beoa,uBe of increased 
price discounts for heavy hogs, a.long with other fo.ctors~ hogs may be 
mo.rkoted a.t slightly lower weights th:i.s fall tho.'n last. Moreover, hogs 
apparently, o.ro fed to a. given slaughter weight in o. shorter time now 
than was re~ire~ some ~~urs a~oft 

Average weights of hogs 'slauGhtered under Federal inspection 
werG lighter in each month from Februo.ry through May this year tho.n 
lo.st~ Average sla.ughtor weir,hts for all hogs in summer months reflect 
the greater proportion of sows in the slaughter totalJ but reports from 
7 midwestern markets indicate that the market weights of barrows a.nd 
gilts continue lighter than lust yeo.ro The weights at those markets 
in June were 36 pounds below tho weights in Juno 1948, when they were 
unusually heavy beoauso many hogs had been held for additional feeding 
during n lo.bor dispute in the po.oking industry. In July, weights of 
barrows and gilts wore still about 25 pounds libhter than a. year earlier 
(ta~le 1 )., Sluughter weights are likely to continue below those of 
corres~onding periods in 1948 1 although tho difference this fo.ll 
probably will be leas than thAt this sumner. 

Toto.l meat production in the July-September quarter is expected 
to be modera.tely larger than tho production in the same quarter of 
1948. Consymption per person, however, m.o.y be slightly .smnJ~e~ tp.a.n .the 
33-,7 .Pounds';:o. yea.r oarlior, because less moat vdll be a.va.ilo.ble from 
cold· stora.gJ' holdings arid from import.sc . Lust yGo.r, a. reduction of meat 
stocks from 779 million pounds on .July 1 to· 396 million on October l pro­
Vided for consumption about 2! pounds of meat per porson. Imports of 
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Table 1.- Number llnd average weight of hogs· reo ei -vea· at .1· midwestern 
market~ 1 by weeks 1 May-July, 1948 and J.949 

. ·• 
Numl;ler reoeived 

~~-~ .. 
______ .... -' 1949. I 1948 

Week :---:- -·t Sows 
.... __ ..._.._ 

-a-sows as :· as r I . 

ended • Sows . All hogs: percentage t ·Sows : All hogs: peroenta.ge . • 
~ . :~f all hogs 1 :of' all hogs 

i,ooo 1,000 1,ooo i,ooo ! 

head head Percent head , head Pero.ent __..,... -
Hay 7 11.3 192.3 6 6.3 223.5 3 
May 14 • 12.7 185.1 7 4.9 162.2 \3 

' l!fo.y 21 : .. 15.7 174.1 9 7.9 198 .• 8 4 
Uay 28 . ~ 22.4· 192.2 12 13,4 232,7 6 

I 

June 4 27.5 177.3 . 15 18.,1 270.4 7 
June 11 37.,7 202.9 ,·19 .. 30.0. 280.2 11 
June 1,8 60.7 189(}9. ·. '27 37.7 207~5 18 
JU!la ~5 61.-6 185.3 ·33 46.3 187.1 25 

.l 

July 2 .. . 7e.o 2o1.o 39 60.6 186.5 . 32 
July 9 

'·· 
8l.9. 181.2 45 75e2 182.5 41 

July 16 89.4 2lle6 42 75.3 • 179.9 42 
July 23 sz.8 186.4 44 67.8 170.4 40 

:· 
. _ =~~A"''era.ge weitaht- ---l 

1949. ' . .. . I 1'9~8 --· Barrows 
_,. 

Barrows t .. I I 

e ,. .···;.Sows und . ,, Sows i · . and 
~ilts t ~~Sjilts 1[_ 

Pounds Pounds Pounds' · Pounds -: 
421 ·257 . 

.. 
May 7 ; 250 '415 
May 14 '414. . 248· 416 263' 
May 21 r . 406 245'.\ 418 259 
May 28 401 .244: 398 •',• 273 

June 4 t 394 ·244 ·398· 278 
June :11 • 391 .. :.2·41 387 278 
June 18 i· 387 ,· .. 236' 371 270 
June 25 . J 378 ·.234 368 . 268 

.. ... 

July 2 : 375 232 364 262 
July 9 371 230 . 357. .... - ·261 
July 16 368 231 358 252 
July 23 .367 230 360 252 . . ' 

·>·I, ., . 

1/ Sla:u?h~e~. wei~h~s · ":~l'e very. he_~vy for. a few ':'eelas .~f'tel' .9: labor · 
a'ispute J.n tlie paokl.ng industry $~oh ended in Ma.y. , . . · 

. ' . . ' . -·. . 



118 million pou:nd.s· in tht:r 3 months added· 3/4 pound mora. This yf)o.r, 
stooks were~ down to 007 million pou1lds on July 1 after a largo reduction 
during preo'eding months, o.nd the quantity made available for consumption 
in July·S~t~ber is·~xpeoted to be considerably less tho.n that lo.st 
year. Impor~s ofboei' and veo.l inorGasod. last yen.r after Canada lifted 
its restrictions on· exports in August, bu.t supplies available in Canada 
have s:i.noe.bean.reduoed and imports this fall will be oonsidere.bly less 
than tho so e. year earlier • 

Produotiop, Consum.Vtion ~ ~ 
§.Surpass M ...2!!.. .': · . . . 

. . It is likely that meat consumption per oo.pito. will rqaoh ,levols 
of the' corresp·onding 1948 'period. th.is· fo.ll, whrm output will inoroo.sa 
seasonally at a faster rnte thnn it di-Q last year. The season .. toto.l 
production of pork and tho better grades of beef is expected to oxoeed 
last yeo.r. Mo.rketings of hogs probably will be up from lo.st. yoo.r in 
rough proportion to the 15 percent largor pig crop this spring than 
last. The ·'·production of pork, however~ ,may not inoroo.s0 in tho same 
proportion, since avero.go weights of hogs probably will bo a fCJW pounds 

.lighter than a year earlier. 

Tot~l output of boef mo.y be down slightly this fall.fr,om last. 
Many "two-way" oattle> probably will ago.in move to feedlots inst~ad of 
immediate 'slaughter, thereby increasing tho. supply of beei' for the 
winter and spring while reduo ing it in autumn months • . . . 

Output of veal and of ldmb and mutton thir..fall will still be 
below that of n year earlier,. and imports of ment· probo.bly·will be,oon­
siderably smaller than last year. Consumption of all meat per person 
in the fourth quartor of l9fo9 promises to bo. a little over 1 pound 
greater than tho 38.6. pounds oohsumed in tho srune quarter of 1948 •. 

Col;lsumption in the first half of 1949 wo.s short of that in tho 
first hatf of 1948 ·by an estimated one pound or more per person. Total 
1949 oonsum.ption pGr person may be no largF:Jr; or slightly smaller/ th[).n 
th~ 146 pounds in 1948. 

' ' " . ' . . ~ . ' 

Prioe~ 2£. Hogs 1 !2,_~~ Gra:de Cattle 
. Ste&dy !2_ strpng 

P.rioes of barrows and gilts at Chioa:go in .June and' the -first 
pa~'or July ranged between $2o.oo and $22.00 per ·100 pounds,r.is-
bi.g· slowiy:·d.urlni tno period. The high peroentage of sows in· total 
marketing~ an~ l~' prioos for lard and for fat outs tended to depress 
the prioe of all tho heavier hogs, and spreads in prioe botween medium 
an:d hoeavy· weights of barrows and gilts oontinu.ed .to. widen. Lighter 
and medium weight hogs were genero.lly in strohg· demand. 

· · Prices or Good grade steers at Chioa.go i'luo~uatod during early 
s~er aro~d a $26,00 level.· Prioes of lower grades deolined, ns in-. 
opeased numbers of cattle wore marketed off grass. ·. Prio.es of Common 
grade· steers. fell from $21.86 the week of Jun:e ·18 to $1·9,02 the. week 
ended July 21, increasing the sprElad between the two grades, 



JULY 1949 

Prices of cattle ·may follow approximotoly their usual ~easonal 
pattern, although prices of the bettor gro.des mo.y not cdva.nce as much as 
usual beoauso total supplies of meat >vill increase rapidly beginning in 
early fall. The spr'eaa "between prices of the better and lower grades 
probably wili .romnin at least as wide as recently because marketings of 
oatt~e off .grass will continue to increase. liowever, no la.rge f1,1rthor 
decline in prioes of the lower grades is expected, since demo.nd for oattle 
suitable for grain feeding is likely to be strong throughout tho fall. 

The spread betwoen prices of feeder steers and of Good grade 
slaughter steers also has increased lately, but is still rather narrow 
for the season. Demand for fooder oattli~ has been active during most 
of 1949, and is likoly to continue so for the fewer cattle li'l$:ely to be 
available this fall compared with a. year e~rlier. Cattle f~eding may be 
restricted this winter by the number of suitable feeder. stock obtainable. 
Favorable factors in tho outlook for. cattle feeding are. the mpdoro.tely 
high and rather stable· demand for the better grades of beof thus far in 
1949, the pl8ntii'ul supply of feeds at pric'3s that arc fairly iow. in 
relation to cattle prices, and the .prospects for littl~ general rise in 
production of beef in the next year. An unfavorable· factor is the .pros­
pective gradual uptrond in production of total meat, due to th.e increase 
in numbors of hogs raised, vr.hich might cnuse a small reduction noxt year 
in demand for beef. However, the profitability of feeding cattle has in 
the past depended as muoh on tronds in business activity, demnnd and the 
gonero.l price lovel ns on dovalopm.onts in the livestock industry, and this 
situation still prevails. · 

Prices of hogs, although they may first advance a little moro, nre 
expected to turn nownwnrd as soon as marketings increase materially. The 
declino during the fall may be great.;,r tho.n usual, because pork supplies 
will be the lo.rgcst in severr.:.l years~ ThG hog price !3upport' program will 
providG supports varying scu.son111ly from $18,50 in SeptGmber, for Good a.nd 
Choice barrows and gilts o.t Chicago, to perhaps $15.00 or loss in December. 
It is possible that support ncti vity will be required at som,i3 timo in the 
fall, for the first occasion sincG 1944. Trends in, domq.nd ]Hill affect 
the likelihood and 0xtont of support operat:i.ons. 

. Prices of lambs wore steadier in July following a sharp drop in 
early June. Prices of la.mbs and of lo.mb ~nroassas are relati:vely higher 
than prices of other meat animals O:nd meats. · Tho week ended July 23, Good 
30..40 pound spring lamb· carcasses brought $51 .. 90 per 100 pounds .at Chicago 
$9.20 more tho.n the $42,70 for Good 500-600 pound steer beef carcasses. 
This price for lamb 'ourc'o.ssos was dpWn moderately from the $56."2q n. year 
earlier, but that for beef was much· be.J:ow th8 price ·of $58.65 for tho same 
week in July last year. · 

Prices of lambs arc likery to doo1in.e seasonally this fall, althoug 
continuing comparatively higher 'than prio es of ·ca.~tlo and hogs. 

On the 'o/hole1 those prospective ·price trends .this fall are greatlY 
d~fferent froo the extreme downswing :in prices .last yeo.r; whon Good grade 
steers at Chica.go sold for 23 )"Orcent loss· in Dccemb!3r. than in August and 
prices of'barrows o.nd gilts fell 28 pereent in the same.mon~hs. A part . . 
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.JJf~. ~hE) deeli~e iast .. rn~~ .w~s !}~tri'b\lt.eq to ·a .. ~eakening demand for meat, · 
which,~ had ·.previously been r.acord. ·high; · t)ema.nd apparently has been more 

· nearly: cons·tnnt in 1~49•· · · ·If ·it- ·sh9Ul-d···r-o~i:n un~haxi'gGdi any· deo're·!).se · · 
·in priaas or· 9attle ~a.ter in the year is likely to b<J moderato. Only 
for ho~s. is t}:ler;e muoh poss:ibH~ty: that t~e decline in prices this fall 
might at 1 ts greatas1- appro~oh· tha~ of last 'fall •. ,. . 

. . .. . .'. .·• . . 
Pride.s oi_ ~eats at re-tr~.I, li.~~·genera! ay~~~g~ a~i~.~~·.·.q_f mont. 

n!l_imnls, h~ve held ,fairly :st~dy ;nt,,e..'bout their ~~~o_~'t; ~SP.Z:~I!gtill).e · 
l.ev~.l.s. tn:, ]..ID.y $. • aooord~:dg. to: n~eragt';)& 'based on p.r;~oe. t:eports. of the 
Buroa.u of :&l.bor Stutis.tio·s, beef, out.s at· retail '!~re l/~ o.ent per pound · 
higher thnn April pr,ic.es· and 4 oentS.>t:\boye th~ir .'F.'~'i{:r:4ary low.. . Prices 
of lt-eef nd"\f:p.noed .s'ever.al 'cents fn June 'and July, ·:~s _indioated by datn 
of' tho Production and Marketing Admi~istrution :f'ot: .~€!*' .Yor~k City:.. · 
Pri<i~s of 'pprk outs, exoruding lard, ·in May wer·a :down: to· February prices, 
b~t increased s.omewhat in June nnd h~v.e sinoe .he~·cl -~lt€1. ,ga_i,n, •.. The biggest 
oha.ltges in ),"eto.il 'Prioes·ho.ve bef.)n in those of l.atnb, which in· Ma.y ware 
16 cents above Februnry and ho.vo slipped off slightly this summe:r. These. 
prioo tr~nds. ure .sharply differo~t from the ·reoord, p_igh advano.e in the · .... · 
early summer of 1'9"48 •. ·:However,. 'they do·. not: ~gg~t a. ~er.~~us. ~e~lc.e:ning 
of' dcmnnd tor meat during 1949, ···· Incomes of consumers probably were 
2·3 percent ).ower. in the seoond qunrter this yeo.r:, :t;ho.n_ ~~. :t.h~ first, 
Relative to" those inoomos~ prelfminnry seasonally-corrected do.ta indi-
cate tha.t .. reta.i 1 · val\lo .. of· ment "Q'orusumption · wn:s fu.'lly :e.s 'high 'il:i. the'" · · · ·· 
seao:nd quarter as the first, · · · · · · · · ' · · 

.. ~· 
' 

Prioes of moat$ may hold firm or· incrouse moderately in 'late · ·" · · .. 
1ummer, but ure likely to deoreuse as soon as fall marketings of live-
stoo~ begin in volum.e, · ·· 

.. 
One ot tke rea•ona meat p~eduotion in 1949 has not mc.teri~lly 

oxoeedad tha.• in 1948 3.le• .in 4he smn1ler nu:!lll~rs ·of eows Sla.ughtered, 
In the first .. i .montlw! a,f \hi• year. 11 427 ,OOC) oowa Wire. sl.~ughtered 
~.unae• f&de~nl .. ~,~~,c~.a. 1t peroellt ,r,aw,• thaa t"• a..?ss.ooo is the 
· s~e meath~ 1ast .Ye•r• ·IM. titferen(to of_ Z!l ooo·.~e.d• witJ. o.n a1• · 
lo\'Janoe f•r ·o.· prob!\,le l'fl~'-a a. a· noniflspo;le4 slaughta&" • e.mounts t~ 
nbout ·ene ~lind ot ~·· , .. ·····oa..,?fhiel\ _it l\11 tltuoh .e.s ~e r-e4uo~ioa 
in meat··oonsWrl.ption duriec tt.• ~~~" t<'!•iott. . ' · · · 

. • . . ' I . . . 
. . ' . ·. • : - ... ,, :. . .. . . t : ' . : . . . . - . . ' : . 

· Th'e ·~coablae~ tt.~• ,,. ·~• .~,J:~~t~•• · t~nughteret uder hAeral 
1nspeet .. a: .• ~ . .Y~~~*'··~ _... -...~ .. 5•2 IQM~\,., _. nwri'b• tW , 
oow1 nal lal•ON· J J&VI :•t• u• ever on ta.IIIIUJ .tant1111r7 a.. This per­
ee:n:. ~e.g~ t•, S..w~. -.on.t,...,,_,•IJf .Je~ •••·l9~1·il~·,l9.4ej'when:•a~1-.· 
llUlnltere wera :-~~ . .,_, .~e."i,l~•·•·, .r. 1.1141, the. 1411f!_ Jt,gure of . · - · 
4. 3 p~e·~ ""'· 4~ ~· -~ f',•si?;o.omiJtt o, .ll&rk~~~cl d. •o!'B .'-'ld. · . 
J.eltert un~l .attw·. tJl•·t~er!iJ7 m4ttlt et prloe eont.et en JUM !0 •. 
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To.ble 2.- Federnlly inspoot0d slo.ughtor of cattle end calves,. and 

sheep o.nd .lrunbs,, bY:. classes, Januo.ry-.Ma.y, 1943-49 J:/ · 
.. 

, ... . ' :l949 o:s 
: per. 

1 1949 :centage 
: of 

' : : : f· -=-----: 1948 
--:Th'Ous:-Thous •. Thous,. Thous, Thous0 Thous., Thous,.'. Pe:roent 

Co.ttlo 
-s-t-eers .•••••.•••••••.••.•• .- 2,330 

Heifors ••.•••••• , ••••.•• t 
cows v ., • , .•••••••• -· ••••• t 
Cows rmd hoifers •• • •••• a 1 1 801 
Bulls nnd sto.gs ••••••• : 140 

Toto.l co.tt.le ?:} ••••• :· 41 274 · 
Co.nnor n.nd cutter y .... : · · 
Culvcs ••••••..•••••.•• : l.u 774 

Totnl cntt1o and 

2,?90 
575 

1,.597 
2,,172 

206 
5,168 

708 
2,570 

2~860 2~319 
671 477 

1,938 1, 387 
· 2,609 1,e.s4 

200 138 
?,669 4,'321. 

646 377 
2,576 2,199 

3,229 2,551 
862 593' 

1,977 1,755 
2.oB39 · 2,348 

17.2: 162 
6,240 5,051 

685 760 
3g061 2,722 

3,.002 
664 

·1, 427 
2,091 
' 150. 
5,.243 

524 
2,651 

118 
112 
81 
89 
99 

104 
69 
97 

C0.lV80 O.tHe·o 1110 ood 6,048 7,738 s,245 6,520 9,301 7,773' 7j894 102 

Sheep o.nd lombs : 
Llimbs o.n.dy:G"(\r1ing;s ... : 7 9 076 
Sheep •••••••• , •••••••• : 722 

7,~~214' 7,614. 7,837 
830 l,i3~ 8a7 

Totp,l shoop und : 
lrunb.s y .. • ...... , .. : 7, 796 

• ];/ Bb.sod on roports from pncko~s. 
2'/ Bo.sed on rounded numbers,· 
Y Included in numbol;' of total co.t-tlEle·. 

Production and Marketing Administration •. 

6,190 
536 

5,281 
473 

4,346 
320 

The percentage of 5.~. this yeo.r is higher tho.n tho.t of most yeo.rs from 
1938 to 1944, whon numbers wore increasing;. From this comparison,. it 
appeo.rs that number.s of cttttle bre0ding stock o.re ·being o.pproximately 
mo.intainod~ or poss,ibly. in?roased slowly\).]} . . ' . . .. 

82 
68 

81 

Pro~pGots fo!·.· o.~. ~mo.lL g~in in n~b,er. o1' oo~s reta~ned on fi:t~ms, · 
considered along· with' the. c}:lrrent reductio~ in. ·slo.ughter· of oal-yes .. : T(l(l.Y, 
mean thr.t numbors"of' o.ll cll.ttle;on·f'axoms .. ·Jo.:nunry 1 1 l960'will be ~lightly 
higher than th.osa on J::muary 1, _1949 •. ;. Five. peroent ·rower 6o.1ve·s were 
slo.nghtorcd· Wlder Fodoro.l insp~ction in the ,first six months of 1949 than 
of 1948, .o.nd the difforcnoo, :i.noreo.sing r~oent~y .. is· expooted to be greo.ter 
in tho second ho.lf of the yeo.:r tho.~ .. :th~·.:Ci:rn• · ... In· po.3t 'o.yole s ,of oo.ttl~ 
numbers. :"t~. smo.l:ter 'slo.ugl}~.~r and ino~rw.~ •.inv.entory ··of ;Gaol v~s ''(:fsuany ' 
o.ocompo.rti~d eo.o'h' 'ris·,, in 1ill.V'on~ry. ~~r.s of .. 0.11 ·oo.'btlJoJ.:: ' · · · 

, , . • . . '. ·, .. '$ .. . ·• ·. · .. .J • "'• ·~ •• 

y The Crop Ropo~t .or.t~ A~gust .10 wh\.~~hPl~· ~h~~s:.in n~b'el''s 0~ <?OW~. for 
milk as of mid-yloo.r~- EstHru:ites:,'of~.numb;ar.s .ot· n-lt c:e.ttle .:Wi11. :n:'ot b.~ J.llP-d:e 
until the report f~r Jo.nuo.ry 1, . 1950 due. ·in i't9brua.ey 1: 1950·~ · · · · 

• 
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Federally inapeotod sla.ughtor of "sheep"--o: olA.ssifioa.tion: . 
composed mostly .of ewes.--was only. 68 poroent as larg.o the first 
5 months of this year as of last. This reduction is not o.s signi­
·ficnnt to trends in sheep numbers as is tho cow slaughter to oilttle 
.numbers. Nevertheless, when combined with the'l8 percent o1lt in 
slaughter of lrunbs and yearlings in the samo months, it is· cvidenoo 
tho.t sheep numbers may not be reduced o.s much this year as th~ wore 
in 1948. .·. . : . 

Another BUmper Feed 
Crop Indicate.\!_ 

Prospects for· production of meat nnin10.ls in months and perho.ps 
years ahead o.ro fiff'cotod by the big feod cro;?S in prospect for this . 
yoo.r, as shown by 'the July 1 o·rop report. The oorn crop wns indi­
oo.ted at 3.53 billion bushds, only 120 milHQn loss than the tre­
mendous crop in 1948 and 280 million larger .thE\.n the pre-vious .rc.oord 
pr.oduction of 1946. · 

. ~ . . 
If o. "cro·p of this size. shoulq be harvested, the two-yo~.r pro­

duction· WQ..iild bo :Q:lniost ·7.~ bil'li,on bushols •.. This is o.s much as wo.s 
ro,iscd ir1 the 3 yqo.rs 1929-3],, only .o. little shqr~ of tho 3-year 
toto.l for 1938-40, o.nd.' l'os~· by but' onn-ho.lf billion of production 
in' the 4 years 1935.;.:36 combined. 

The big feed crop lo.st yea.r followed o. poor harvest in 1947, and 
carry-over.s were low at the .begi:rning of the 19·18-49 feeding s nnson. 
But crops ,this your will be uddcd to unusually large carry.:.ovr·,rs. 
Stocks of corn on .October l. probably will t;xceod SlJ.bstuntit:.lly the 
prtwious r.ecord of 688 million bushels hold .. ovor: in 1940. Stocks .of 
all feed gro.ins at the beginning of the 1949~50 feeding year may be 
about. 29 million tons, nearly 4 times thos~.of 1918 (table 3). If 
production in 1949-50 shouid be the snmci o.s.thn.t indicn.ted July 1, tha 
year's total supply of all concentrates would bo the l~rgest over •. 
According to presQnt estimates 1 it would be 182 million tons, 5 per­
c@nt lo.rger than the previous record supply.in.l942 •. In terms of 
animal units lil,<:oly to be fed during the crop yoar 11 feed supplies 
would.thus be even larger than tho record supply per unit last full. 

. ~ . \ . ' . ~ ' '· . . 
. . Largo supplit)S of feed typically n.re.followed by a large pro-
duction of livestock products. · The· expansion in livestock·this next 
YElar is likoly to be smnller than feed supplies alone would indicate, 
because large quo.ntitios· of corn llil<il other. grains .probably will be 
held in storn.go throughout the feeding year. · Novertheless, present 
prospoots .for feed will have certain positive effcots-~booal.l.se of 
them fo.rmers are more: li~ely to carry oub 1 th0ir intentions to increase 
tlae number of· sows to far~ow. fall pigs than.would.be.t::U$.if.the corn 
crop were to be small. Alren.dy there is ~ report of record-large 
June fa.rr6wings in Iowa.. A big corn ha.rv.ost ·might rGsult iri.'slaughtcir 
weights of hogs only slightly light or tho.n .last year, and pro'J?ably· 
wou~d bo followed by o.nother wint.er Of· large number.s of cattle .fed on 
grain for slaughter. 
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Tnble 3.- Feed balance, :r.rumbers of animal units, and feed per. ~~it., 
United Stutes, year beginning· October, 

average -1937-41; ann~al.l945-49 
I --------------- ---------------:----. I I I .1 I I 

Item . . ,4-vernge 1945 : -1946 a 194'1 a1948 bltl949 21 
' ., ' " •• ],937-41 • • • ::/ 

-----------·--------
l . : • • • -. 

: Mi"':'l~lir-o-n~M:'i:':i"':'lo:::-lion Million 'Miilion Mill'Ti---on--:o:Mi:P.l""'l ... io-n 
tons tons tons to11s tons . tons . 

Supoly I . . 
Stocks buginning of orop year y' I 16.9 14.9 10.9 13o7 

: 
Production ' c . . 

Corn •••••••••• ~ ••••••••• ' ••••••• =· 72.1 '80.7 91.0 :· o6e8 _-
Oets I e I I I I I I I I I • I I I I .• I I I t 'I e I I I I I .• 18.~ 24.G 24 .• 0 -. 19 .• 2-
Bc.r1ny 1•1•4111111ttillllllll'Stllllll: 6.9 6.4 6~.~3 . -a. '7 
Sorghum gro.ins ·······()··········· 2.2 2.7 3.a0 2.7 

99.;~ -~114.4 .. 
. 

124:3"---; gg.4, 
Other gra~ns fed ·4 • 1 ••• -. •. 1 •• 1. : 4.8- ·8":r" 4e'1.-.· 5.7 

Totc.1 fo~d grai!/~~duo_od ••••• r 

Byproduct feeds for feed • : •• ~- •• , : ::15.4 :1 l7tt'1 1 · , ., 19,5 ' ~ ~ 19~;~1 

Total supply of conoentrr.tcs 0 • : i36.4 166.3 
-~ 

Utilizo.tion 
' : 

Domestic foed·grains fed ...... ~ 0 ••= 85.4 107,6 
Domestic whc--a.t and rye fed •• 1.,. a 4e6 8,1 
Other grain fed ••••••••• -~.-....... : 0,2 o.2 
Oi1sf.led cake o.nd meo.l ••.••••••• ·., r 3.9 5.8 
Animnol protein feeds •• .- .••• 1 ••••• : 2.9 2. 4 
Other byproduct feeds 01000~0011;: a.s 9.5 

--~~~--~~~-Total oonoentru.tes fed ....... .s 105e6 133,6 
-----------------Feod gro.ins for seed, human food,: 

industry I flJld oxport I 0 0 0 0 0 0 .·I-. : 

Toto.l ut:tli zation 1 •••••••••••••. : 

Toto.l utilizo.tion 
o.djusted•to crop 
year basis •·••••••••••~••••• 

Stocks o.t end·of oro_p yeo.r• y ... 
Number of grain-consuming · 

o.nimnl units feci tmnually · 

. -· 

' 11.8 
117,4 " 

153.1' 0167,1 

169.4 !:33.9' 
• 0 

·100. 5 ·.~7.-3 
' 4:,6' . <o-5,6 
o.-1 ' ·~·I -o.t 
5.8 ' 6.-3 
2,4 2.4 

11.3 10. ·~t 
1~4.7 1i2S 

. 19,0 13.6 
143.7 .125.7 .. .. -. 

.. :.·. . . 

7.7 29,0 

.102;,2 96.8 
·,23.~ 2_2.1 

' '7._6-' ' ' 5,9 
3.7 3,0 

"'"!37.4 129.8 .·-· 4.:~r. '. '-4.5 
' . 19.2 0 18,5 
· is8.9 ia1.e 

-~9.0-
4.0 
0.6,_ 
s.a 
~~4 

. lo.o· 
""122.8 

',, : . -

. - 17.5 
.140.3 

'" 

:. '. 

' ' 

Oot.-Sept. (million) ~/· •••••• • 
Supply of c.ll "oonoantrates per · 

animal unit (ton)· , •••••• 1 •••• -. ..9~- n .a~ -1.05 ' .. -1.1 
Conoontro.tes ·fed per o.nimo.1 1: 

unit (ton)··,~., ••••• , 1 ••••••••• t .69 ~aq .77 ° • 72. . '-. 77 

i/ Preliminary •. Subjoot-;;·-;hane;e as additional ·data become avo.ilnble.-. ', . 
Y. Based on oindiccitions in July'·:194~. . 
Y, Stocks in all· positions o·r· oo·rn Ootober 1 and· onts and bar1oy July ·1. : 
Y. Imported gro.in and domestic wheo.t and, rye fed, · .. 0 • 

!/For wdghts soe table 8, April-Jll.ny 194.9 ~ Situation. 
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· l{):.ivestook pr1oes per .~00 pounds (axoept 'ilbere DOted), marketings ~ s}eug~ter 

._. statistics, by speoiee, Jlllla 194.9, with oomp,arhona . 

Prioes 

Item 

cattle and oalvea . , 
reef ateer~out of first hand: 

Chioago; Choioe and Prime,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, 16.19 32.73 26.72 32,41 36,79 26,12 27,51 
Good •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• : 14.73 29.72 24,69 !0,91 34,86 24,92 26.37 
Mediwn .. , .... , .. , ... , .......... , 1 12,88 26,60 22,76 28,62 3Co97 33,62 24.61 
common-.... ,~., ................. , , __ l'i-:or'"i71113r-_..,2!r12r:.:":l8mor- _ _,2;ror:';.;7,.;7,---2;;.5r-•;.;48w---2v3:i-'~;9,.1r-__,2 .. 2r-•:.,On;7r-~2lr.2r.Gr----
All grades, ; , , .. , .. , • , ......... , , ._.....:::1~"=-· 6:;6:;__~2;:.9;:..46;::-__ ~zil=i' :50;rn---=3~l,. 33 84.72 _ _,2;.:;4;:;•.:;,8.:,8 _ _,2;.;6;.;:.'74'77-

All ~rad·ee, Omaha,, •• ,,,.,.,~· ••.• ,,.,, •••' 23eS6 24.63 26.44 
.All grades, Sioux City .................... : 23.12 24.04 26.40 

cows, Chioago, Good grade ••••••••••••••••• ,: 11,41 23.66 l9o63 26.39 26,33 20.72 20.81 
Cows, Chioago, Cutter and Common 1/••••••••' 8,29 18,06 16.35 19,31 19.40 16,89 16,68 
vealers 1 Good and Choioe, Chioago •••••• , •• : · 14,39 27,82 28,62 29.04 27.27 26,35 26.13 
Stooker and feeder steers, Kansas City, •••• : 11,97 26,20 23.00 27.60 26.96 24,02 22,63 
.Average prioe received by farmers• 

Beef oa ttl e ••••••••••••• , ••••••••••• , •• , • : 
Veal oa.lves ••••••• , ••••••• • •• • • • •• • • '·. • • •' 
~ ' 
AVerage market prioe, Chicago: 

Barrows and gilts ••• •, •••• , •••• • ••••••••• ; 
Sows •••••••••••••• ~ ••••••• ·, ....... , ........ : 

Averag.e prio e reo ei ved by farmers 1 s 
liogsllfl-lllllfllllllllllflllllllllti-UIIII: 

Corn, a ents per bushel ••••••••••••••••••• s 
Hog-oorn prioe ratio (tarm basis) y ; 

North Central Region ........... , , • , ..... , : 
United Statee •••• , •••• ~ ••• , •••• -•••••••••• , 

Sheep and Lambe : 
L8Jilbe, Good and Choioe sJau.gh., Chioago Y•• 
Feeding lantbs, Good and Choioe • Omaha •• , ••• : 
Ewes, Good and Choioe,. Chioago ............ ; : 
Average price received by farmeras 

Sheep, •••••• , , •••••••••••••• , •••• , •• , , •• , 1 

Lambs •• , ••• , •••• ,, •••• •.• •••••••• , •••••••• : 
'!eat 
•Nholeaale, Chioago: : 

Steer beef, oaroass (Good soo-eoo lb.) ... : 
Composite hog products (inol. lard) ~··•• 
Lamb oaroassea (Good 3o-40 lb.~), ••••••••' 

B.L,S, index retail meat prioe1 7 ••••••••••· 
BLS index wholesale meat prioea E"•• .. , ... , : 
Index inoome of industrial work~rs 1935-

39 : lOOt I I I I It I' t I I I If I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I l, 

10.86 
12.22 

1:5.07 
12.20 

14.02 
12.37 
6.36 

5,72 
u.ea 

21.28 
21.39 
2·3.66 

124.3 

228,3 

22.28 
24.02 

22.~2 
19,02 

22.1! 
.216.7 

10.3 
10.2 

9.72 
22.08 

4.7.26 
40.98 
t8.52 

232,7 
249.7 

354.0 

20.!0 
24.33 

19.70 
16.26 

19.17 
120,0 

16.6 
16,0 

23.90 
25.00 

20.32 
16.10 

19.90 
218.0 

27.37 ,27.68 
22.6.7 

11.84 §/12.4,1 

9o98 
23.76 

39,75 
35.24 
62.18 

226.6 
2ZS>3 

'10,60 
23.30 

60.1S 
40.21 
53.90 

242.0 
262,3 

360.1 

I n I · 

Meat-animal marketing11 1 
Index numbers (1936-39 • 100),,,: 

Stooker and Feeder shipments to 8 1 

Corn Belt States 1 " 

Cattle and oalv8a •••••••••••• ~ •• s 
Sheep and lam.bs, , , • , , , , • , , • , , •• , : 

Rlaughter ~dar Federal IILapeotion: 
Number:~ : 

Cattle,., ••• , •• , , , •• , • , , , , , , , • z 
Cal ve_a ••• , , , , , , .• , • .• , ~ • , •• , • ~ • •.: 
Sheep and lembs,,.,,,,,,, •• , •• 1 

Hogs ••• ,,,,,,, •• ,,.,,,,,,., •••• z 
Peroent sows are ·of hoga.,, ••• 1 

Average live-weight.: 1 

Thous, 1 

Thoua. 

Thoue, 
ThotUJ, 1 

Thous, 1 

Tbol.IS'. :· 
Peroents 

Cattle •••• , , • , ••• , • , • , • , , • , , , , 1 Pound 
C$lvea, ••••• ,.,.,,,,. ~., •• ,.,. z Pound 
Sheep and lambs,,, • , • , , •• , • , , • ' Pound 
Hogs ••••••••••••••••• ,,,,,,,,, t ·PoUlld 

~eat Produotion: 1 
Beef •• ,,, •• ,,,.,,.,,,,,,, •• ,,, :Mil, lb. c 
Veal, •• ,,,~ •• ,.,,,.,,,,,.,,.,, d4il. lb, s 
Lamb and mutton ••• ,, ••• , ........ :Mil. lb.: 
Pork (ex~luding 1ard) .......... Mil, lb.: 

Storage stooke first of monthJ 1 
Beef', •• ,.,,,, • , • , •••• , ~,,,, ••• :Mil. lb. : 
Veal •• ,,.,.,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,., :Mil. lb. 1 

Lamb and mutton, •• ,,,, •• ,,,,,, d!il. lb. t 
Pork., •••• , , • , •• , , , , , , • , , , • , , • sM.il. lb, 1 

Total. meat and meat ~roduots., :Mil. lb. 1 
I I 

1:54 

11,943 
6,111 

19,541 
49,629 

942 
202 

90 
271 

5,972 
687 
807 

6,983 

~--

134 

548 
636 

8,169 
3,342 
7,016 

23,683 
8 

963 
182 

97 
256 

132 

624 
660 

8,338 
3,184 
6,664 

28,131 

10/988 
10/184. 
10/98 
~261 

3,113 10/3,437 
S36l0/324 
312 :m'l249 

3,422 .!Q73,526 

133 

117 
106 

877 
509 
978 

3,662 
7 

965 
188 

93 
26:5 

460 
53 
42, 

516 

114 
7 
9 

,607. 
851 

24.40 
25.20 

23,62 
20.8:5 

22,90 
216.0 

10.7 
10.6 

20.90 
23.80 

18,86 
16.96 

17.90 
122,0 

!0.44 29.62 
. 0 

10.83 2/12~52 

10.!0 
24 •. 90 

64,26 . 
41.87 
68,92 

·265.2 
265,1 

381,3 

146 

134 
149 

1,109 
620 

1,262 
4,236 

16 

936 
206 

88 
273 

646 
70 
52 

661 

97 
6 
8 

680 

41.26 
33.47 
68,3E 

228.0 
227.0 

331.7 

127 

92 
163 

1,026 
610 
761 

3,721 
14 

997 
182 
93 

249 

571 
63 
34 

618 

108 
12 
10 

545 
791 

20.90 
23,40 

20.76 
16.63 

18.80 
121.0 

16.9 
15.5 

27'.49 
0 

9,41 

9,96 
24.40 

43,04 
35.19 
53.34 

239.3 
230.3 

129 

140 
138 

1,095 
633 
898 

3,745 

10/676 
~/ 80 
10/38 
!Ws6o 

87 
7 
'1 

466 
6711 

72 
7 
7 

393 
680 

j& COl!IIIOn until July 1939 'When ohAILged to Cutter and Commn. y 1\Jmber of bushels of oorn equivalent-~:-;:;-
~ Pc>llnde of live hogs, Y Wooled lambs e:xoept June J~Poea for epring lamba. y Shorn ewes, y' Average of 
~ oea fol' January, February, Jla,roh, April and ~.Y· 6/ Calculated from value of 71.32 pounds of fresh and oured 
,n~ ~roduota ino1uding lard, '!./ 1935-119-100, §J 192'6'.100. 2/194S-49 slaughter excludes Hawaii and Virgin Ielanda 
::::1 "'tim&te tor Jlme baaed OIL weelcly quotatiqna. · ' 
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