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Numbers of stock sheep have fluctuated 
reatly since 1867. Sharpest of ali swings has 
een the decline from 1942 to 1949, which took 
~umbers from record high to record low in 7 years. 
i~ the expansion up ~o 194'2, Texas played a lead

g role, The last of all producing areas to reach 
; peak, Texas in 1942 has one-fifth of all United 
tates sheep. 

Th Declines since 1942 have been nation-wide. 
ey reflected lagging returns for lambs and wool 

compared with cattle, as well as advancing 

NEG. 47391·X BUREAU OF AGRICULTURAL ECONOMICS 

costs in sheep raising. During the decline in 
prices of livestock and livestock products be
ginning in mid-1948, prices of lambs and wool 
held up a little better than those of other meat 
animals. A change is appearing in numbers also. 
Sheep and lamb slaughter in 1949, the smallest 
in about 30 years, indicates that numbers on 
farms are. not being reduced so much as in other 
recent years. Numbers at the end of 1949 may 
be nearly or equally as large as at the beginning. 
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Approved by the Outlook and Situation Board, Sept. 21, 1949 

SUMMARY 

About one-fifth more meat was produced under Federal inspection 
in August and early September this year than last year. In monthly 
com,parisonswith a year earlier, this was the largest increase in output 
since October 1947. Slaughter of grain-fed cattle has continued high 
for the season, slaughter of grass cattle has been rising, and hog 
slaughter has expanded at a faster rate tnan is usual at this time of 
year. "The number of hogs s_+a,ughtered before October l this year may be 
1 1/2 million more than would be indicated by usual relationships to 
numbers saved the preceding fali. 

Prices of meat animals generally sl1owed steady to rising trends 
through mid-September. Primary factors in the price strength apparently 
were the usual seasonal gain in demand as autumn approached, and the small 
stocks of meat in cold storage . 

Prices of grain-fed cattle may not decline until later in the·.year, 
and then only moderately. Not much change is expected in prices of lower 
grades of cattle. Prices of lambs are likely to go little if any lower 
this year and to remain high relative to· prices of other meat animals. 
The seasonal decline in hog prices this fall may be only mode~ately greater 
than the average drop of 18 :percent. The decline may be less than would be 
ejq,ec.ted because the effect on prices of 15 percent more sprtng pigs is 
being eased by early marketings of many hogs, slightly lighter average 
slaughter weights, and :prospects for a seasonal decline of cattle slaughter 
toward the end of the year. Pork production in the 6 months beginning in 
October may increase over a year earlier by only a little more than 10 per
cent. 

Meat consumption in the July-September quarte~ usually the lowest 
quarter in the year, is indicated at about·l pound :per :person more than the 
33.7 :pounds co~umed in t~e same 3 months of 1948. In the fourth quarter, 
when production will be seasonally larger, consUiil.ption may: approach 40 
pounds. This would be more· than one pound abov~ ·the 38.5 :pounds in the same 
quarter last year. Rates of consumption in the first half of 1949 were 
below those a year earlier. Total 1949 meat consumption :per :person may 
equal or slightly exceed the 146 pounds in 1948. 

Less .lamb and mutton will be consumed :per :person this year than in 
any year on record, and probably lees than in any year since colonial days. 
Little change, is expected in stock sheep numbers in 1949 in contrast to 
sharp declines in the last 7 years. Should numbers stabilize, several years 
Will ela~e before supplies of lamb and mutton· increase materially. Prices 
of lambs ,f:l.!'e likely to hold relatively higher than :prices of other meat 
animals for a rather long period. Wool :prices probably will stay compara
tively lower than lamb prices but are likely·to respond lese tO fluctuations 
in general demand. 
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Meat Produc~n..1!.£!. ~!_v~s·b~~ 
--prices ~tron~ !.£_ lVlid..Septembo!_ 

OUTLOOK 

About one .. fifth more meat vms produned under Federal inspection in 
August and early September thin year than last. In monthly compa.l'isons 
with· a. year earlier, this 'l!ra.s ·the largest inoreas.e· in output since October 
1947 • It came about as slO.Ufiht(lr of gra.in-fod cattle continued large for 
the· soa.son nnd more cattle off gro.cs and more hogs were marketed. The 
308 .ooo cnttle slaughtAred under Federal inspec·bion the week ended Sep. 
toinber 17 \'ias thG most since the third vreek in January 1948 ll.nd 5 percent 
above the same week of SeptEJmber 1948. Hog slaughter of 890;006 the Yreek· 
ended September 17 was 32 percent al,ovo thE:l same week 1ast year• However, 
fewEJr calves., sheep o.nd lambs were alaur.P.tered' in August and early Sep
tember than in tho oorrosponding weoks of 1948. 

Prices of meat ani~Als were gonera.lly strong through mid.September, 
Prices of the best grades of cattle rose more than $2.50 pol' 100 pounds 
in 6 weeks, and those nf.' the poorel' grades stabilized a.i'tel' decl inili.g 
sco.sonally by o.bout $5.00 per 100 pounds from Juno l to Sep·tembor 1. Pr.t ces 
of hogs re::na.inod near their early AuGust top and lamb pricoa fluctuated in 
a narrow ran(;e• 

Stable to rising prices probably 1vere a roaponso to a. seasonal 
strengthening of demand at the bocinning of autumn, e.nd to tho small holding 
of mou.t in cold stora(!.e• Lust year nnd in many years, .sizable stboks of' 
meat v."ere sold out of stora.~e in Aug;uBt and September.· This year, stocks 
on Ani~ust l wore 20 percent sma.llor than a. year bo fore • Tho r0 <lucti on 
during Aug;ust was 37 percent under that in August last year, and again in 
September less moo.t is likely to be sold from storage than in the compo.
rable month of 1948. 

Supplies of be of the· rest of this yoar will be influenced on the 
one ho.nd by the prospective la.rr;cr nt1mbor of' gra.tn-fod cattle, and on the 
other hand by the i'ower gra.cs ca."l:;·t;le 1 tha. t will be slaur.;hterod this year 
compared· with last$ Moro ca. ttle ho.vo be on fod this year than in 1948; on 
Aucust 1, tho increase in tho numbor on feed in the Corn Bfll t was 24 per .. 
coat. Consequently, slaughter of c:ra5.n-fed ca.ttlo this fo.ll will e~cooed 
'!:'bat of lust your. How many grass cattle will r;o to slaughter will bre 
governed J :ainly by tho numbor of cattle put into food lots, s inoe sa.le of 
two-way cattle as feeders romoves thom. from the itlunodia.te supply for 
slaushter. The m.ost likely prospect is that cattle slaughter will ha.vo 
loss of a seo.sonal peak this fall than usual and that the total number 
slaughtered in the last months of the year will bo slightly smaller' than 
in the same ~JEtriod of 1948 • S incc weights per head will be heo.vier1 boof 
production "Yluy be us large or slic;htly la.l'ger than in late 1048. 

Pork production will increase seasonally in. tho next few months as 
moro hogs are markotod frqm the pig orop of last springe That ol'op ~s · 
15 porcent larger than tho spring crop of 1948o lJumbers slaughte:rod 
through the ontiro marketing seas0n will be up about proportionatelY• 



Seasonal Decline in 
Hoi!, Prices ExpeCted -

-.5-

'Iri almost every yeur 1 prices of hogs have declined during the fall 
months. Tho average reduction in prices of barrows and gilts at Chicago 
has be<m 18 porcont, Cause for this. seasop.ali ty is the bunching of 
fa.rrovnnts in Maroh e.nd April, which results in a peak run of hogs to 
mark~lt aboqt December. 

The increased number of hogs to be slaughtered this fall would 
ordinarily resul'b in· considerably moro ·than the average 18 porcont· re·· 
duction in hog. prices, Howe'ltor, based on the factors listed below, tho 

. most likely prospect for this year is a price decline only a litt.lo more 
than 18 .percent. 

(1) Part of the increase in the pig cl:"op has already boon absorbed 
by unusually large marketings in late summer, a time of sc'as.onally short 
meat supplies a.nd high prices, The earlior marketings probably proventcd·i 
prices of hogs from rising as much thia past summer as they otherwise · 
would, but the price decline to come will be correspondingly moderated• 

Following tho early farrowings last spring, market datos wore moved 
up for sows as 1voll as for barrows und gilts • Marketings of sows b6gan 
earlier than usual, roached thoir poak two weeks ahead of last year1 and 
by August declined rapidly• .Market roports for late August and September 
have shown a smaller proportion of s·o¥rs than last year •. The number ·of 
barrovvs and gilts slaughtored under Federal inspection in Aur;ust and Sep
totnber may total 35 percent or moro over last year. Slaughter of about 
6 million barrows and gilts in those two months included perhaps 1.5 mil
lion that normally would be s laughtercd after Octobor 1, Slaughter in the 
months beginning; with October will therefore be 1, 5 million short of the 
usual expectation based on the size of tho spring pig crop, 

( 2) Hogs· a.re coming to market at lighter weiGhts this year than 
'last, Recently, many hogs under 200 pounds have arrivod at contral markets, 
and all barrows and gilts received at 7 loading midwestern markets in early 
September averaged only around 210 pounds, more than 15 pounds lighter 'tihan 
a year earlier, Tho influx of light hogs may indicate that hog producers 
have oxpectod a sevoro price drop later, and it ~ay also represent a hedging 
operation in which many produce:xrs have planned to space their marketings · 
so as to minimiz0 losses. from any price break, Apparently, moro producers 
than usual have followed the practice this yoar of sorting out from their · 
herds tho first hogs to roach market woights, and sending them to an oa.rly, 
high-price markot, · 

Slaughter weights of hogs are oxpected to increase seasonally in 
weeks ahead, but to remain below those of correspo:nding datos in 19481 

The difference may :harrow· somo'What and avorage loss than the 15 pounds 
recently prevailing., especially if tho· price dec line for hogs 'this fall 
is moderato, . 
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Any difference in weights will affect the total output of pork and 
lard, and thus will indirectly have a bearing on hog pr-ices. Cal:cula.tions 
can be made, for example. on an estimate that all hogs slaughtered commer
cially this fall and· winter will average 2-3 pounds less pork yield per 
head· than a year earlier and that slaughter or about 1. 5 million head shift
ed to August and September •. On: these.assumptions, pork production frottJ. 
October through next March would be about 11 percent larger than in the 
same 6 months last wint~r, even though 15 percent more pigs were saved in 
the spring of 1949 than of 1948. 

(3) Some price strength has appeared in fats and oils •. Sharing in 
it, the price of lard has advanced. Refined prime steam lard in l~pound 
cartons at Chicago rose to 16 3/4 cents per pound the we~k of September 10 
from 14 ! cents in June. A smaller supply of soybean oil this fal;l and 
winter than last will partially offset the greater output of lard. If 
lard prices should hold much of their recent gain, they w9uld be. a favorable 
though small factor in the outlook for hog prices • Each one cent per pound 
of lard is equivalent to 15 cents in the value of products obtained from ~er 
100 pounds of hogs. 

(4) The reduction of cold-storage stocks of meat in late summer pro
bably tempered the seasonal rise in hog prices. Therefore, the percentage 
drop in prices in ensuing months also will ·be less than it might have been. 

(5) Production of beef is expected to decline seasonally lat.e in the 
year from the relatively high levels of spring and summer. 

(6) Some pick-up has recently been reported in business activity. 
·If it. should persist, consumer demand for meat will remain strong and could 
increase in months ahead. 

These factors make it more likely tha"C the supply~of hogs expected 
this fall will be marketed at higher than support ~rices, which, on the 
basis of barrow and .gilt prices at 7 Mid~west markets, will decline from 
$1S.50 for most of September to about $14.75-$15.00 in December'" Never
th~ess, it must be recognized in an outlook for hog pr~ces that more hogs 
will be slaughtered this fall than in any peacetime year in history. No 
peacetime experience is available for gauging the capacity Of demand to 
utilize the quantity of pork tha~ will be produced this year. · 

Meat Qonsumption Bigher in Second 
Half of 1949 than ~ Year' Earlier 

Meat production in the July-September quarter will total substantiallY 
larger than that of a year ago. The increase will more than offset smaller 
imports and will provide a somewhat higher rate of meat consumption for the 
slightly larger United States population. Consumption per person in those 
three mcnths 'this year probably will total about 1 pound m:ore :than the 
33.7 pounds consumed in the same months of 194B. · 

Consumption in the fourth quarter may be up 1-1! pounds from the 
38.5 pounds per person consumed in the same quarter of last year. Rates of 
consumption were lower in the first 6 months of this year than in 194S, but 
with the increases expected in the second half, total consumption per person 
for 1949 may equal or slightly exceed the 146 pounds consumed in 1948. 



Ex~or~ Controls Romovod 
rom All Moii"ts ---

All remaining export controls on moat animals nnd mont vroro removed 
offocti vo August 26. .Specific export licenses o.ro no longer required for 
live cattle, hogs o.nd shoop ond edible moat products,· mioh now ma.y bo sont 
o.broo.d to any country under general license authority. 

Changes~ ,!:l Hog_ 
Price Support Method 

Hog prices will be supported so as to mo.intain tho United Sto.tbs 
average prico roccivod by farmers at specified monthly support lovols, 
in co.so _support oporo.tions .Should be required this fo.ll and vdnter. This 
chango '~s o.nnouncod by tho Dopo.rtmont of Agriculture on September l3e 
Tho now method differs from tho previous plo.n of supporting prices at 
weekly s~pport l~vols for 'individual mo.rkots. Announcements of support 
prices will hereafter no.mo both tho no.tiono.l average support level for 
oo.ch month and weekly guides for tho o.vero.go of prices o.t 7 IUd'\vost ma.rkots • 
Tho guides will not bo considered o.s specific support luvols, but will servo 
o.s a measure of' tho support oporo.tions hooded from wook to "~Jvcok to follow 
the soasono.l po.ttorn of' support prices. Tho now plan will ma.ko possible a 
bettor allowo.:nco for regional· vo.rio.tions in prioos tho.t· occur from timo to 
time. Support operations, should thoy bo·como nocosso.ry, will bo conducted 
to o.chievo tho nutional avorago support price for o·o.ch month o.nd also, so 
far o.s pro.ctico.l, to hold prices by o.roo.s in the usuo.l rolo.tion to tho 
no.tiono.l o.voro.go. 

As bof'oro, price supports will bo bo.sod on 90 percent of' parity as 
of Mo.rch 15 o.nd September 151 and will vary sons ono.lly in lino with usual 
sco.sono.l trends in prices. Tho no.iiono.l o.vcrago support laval for f'arlnors' 
prices of' hogs in September is ~17 • 70 ·pol' 100 pounds, nnd the weekly support 
guides for 7 Midwoat· ~nrkots arc 018,50 until Soptombor 24 and 018~25 in 
the lo.st wack of tho month, During October and November they nrc scheduled 
to dcoroasc at o.bout 40 cents per ~·rock. l\IIonth;L'Y levels o.nd weekly guides 
for.Octobcr to Mo.rch will bo o.nnouncod o,bout.Ootobor 1, Thoro ho.s boon no 
announcement of a support progro.m for tho period nftor next Mo.roh. 

If' support operations nrc necessary this fo.ll o.nd winter, they will 
bo mo.do •through purchases of pork nnd pork products from f'odoro.lly inspected 
po.ckors, Livo hogs will not bo pUrchased for price support. 

~-Exports Dovm, Imports 
UpL in Fisco.l 1949 · - -
· Moat imports into tho Unitod Sto.tos woro doublod·a.nd exports halved 

in fisco.l year 1948-49 oompo.rod 'lrrith tho preceding yonr, Final do.to. show 
that tho chango took plo.ce mo.inly during cnlondar yoo.r 19481 when moo.t pro
~uction in this country declined following tho smo.ll 1947 corn crop and 
lmports i'rom Canada expanded f'o.st i"vhon tho.t no.tion liftod its vm.rtimo export 
controls. · 

In 1949, trends in foreign trade ho.vo ngo.in rovorsod, ns exports 
hli'V'o ina.roaaod and imports dccroo.sod, 

Do.ta for shipments of moat \voro mo.do slightly non-compnro.blo \~On 
reports of shipments to Alo.ska. o.nd Ho.wo.ii were discontinued on April 1, 1948e 
T~o do.to. of table 1 o.ro presented so o.s to make it possible oo.lculo.to toto.ls 
Wlth o.nd without tho Alaska.-Ho.wo.ii shipments • 
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Table 1 .- United States foreign trade in meat, by quarter-years, fiscal years 1948 and 1949 

Carcass weight equivalent 

Exports .and shiplllents t~ territorfes V = 
1947-48 I l948-49 

1~Ju=rr.y~--~~oco•t-.~-~~-Jr.a~n~.~-~:-Apr.-: July-: Oct.-: Jan.-: Apr.- 1 

Sept.: Dec. 1 Mar. : June : Year Sept.: Dec. : Mar. : June 1 Year 
---------------~1""'M17ir"1r-.--Mrrrnr.--:M'l7T'11r.--nMT11..-. Mrr. · : Mil. :Mil. Mil. Mil. Mil, 

Item 

Beef 
lb'l;. lb~o, lb• l!:L ~ 1 lb... lbw.. ib1 ;. lb-e.. ~ 

Commercial exports ••••••••••••••• 
Collimercial shipments: Puerto 

Rico and Virgin.Islands •••••••• 
Alaska and Hawaii.. • • . • • • •. • • • • • : 

USDA exports and shipments ••••••• 1 

Total y .. ................. . 
Veal 

Commercial exports., ••••••••••••• 1 

Commercial shitmentu Puerto 
Rico and Virgin Islands •••••••• 1 

Alaska and Hawaii. • • • • • • • • • • • • • 1 

· USDA exports and shipments....... 1 

Total y .. ... • ............. . 
Lamb and mutton 

Commercial exports ••••••••••••••• : 
Commercial shipments: Puerto 

Rioo and Virgin Islands •• ·• •••••. 
Alaska and Hawaii •••••• · •••••• •· 

USDA exports and shipments ••••••• 
Total !/••••·····-·••••••••• 

Pork excluding lard 
Commercial exports ••••••••••••••• 
Commercial shipments: Puerto 

Rico and Virgin Islands •••••• ~. 
A1aaka and Hawaii •••••••••••••• : 

USDA exports and . a hi pments ••••••• 
!otal !( •••••••••••••••••••• 

All meat · 
COmmercial• exports • • • o • • • • • • o • • • o I 

Commercial shipmentu Puerto 
Rioo and Virgin Islands •••••••• 
Alaska and Hawaii~••••••••••••• 

USDA eXports and a hi pments ~ •• •· • • : 
Total !(. • •••••••••••••.••• ~. 

Beet ••••••••••••••••••.•••••.••••••• ~ 
Veal • •••••.••••••••••••••••••••••••• · 
Lamb and mutton ••••••• · •••••• •••••••• : 
Pork excluding lard.· •••••••••••••••• 1 

All meat •••••••••••••••••••••••••• ' 
I 

64.6 

1.9 
5.6 

0 
61.9 

6.6 

0•1 
0.6 

0 
6.2 

4.3 

o.1 
o.l5 

o· 
4.7 

12 •. 6 

12.1 
t-.7. 

0 
29.-i 

77.0 

14.2 
11.0 

0 
102.2 

1.6 
. 4.2 

0 
22.2 

'1.7 

Ool 
. 0.15 

0 
2.1 

!I 
o.~ 

0 
3.3 

11.1 

4.9. 
4.3 
·0 

20.3 

32.15 

6.6 
9.1 

0 
47.;9 

6.7 

1.4 
4.8 

0 
11.9 

0.7 

0.1 
0.4 

0 
1.2 

l.B 

0.1 
0.4 

0 
2.1· 

11.1 

6.9 
6,0 

0 
24.0 

8.6 
11.6 

0 
39.2 

42.1' 

!I 
0 

0,2 
42.3 

3.1 

1.3 y 
0 

4.4 

0.3 

0.1 y 
0 

0.4 

. : 
79.8: 

6.1: 
!/14.5: 

01 
100.4: 

I 

8.31 
I 

0~~1 
!/1~'2: 

0: 
9.9: 

10.21 
I 

5.6 

1.0 y 
0 

. 6.6 

0.2 

. 0.1. 
y 

0 
0.3 

0.2 . 

0,1 O.lh .0.1 
.~/ !(1.0: .y 

0 ().: 0 
1.4 11.6: 0.3 

I 

s.s 43.6: 6.4 

8.8 32.71 1.7 .. y !(16.01 y 
0. 0: . 0 

17 •. 6 91.3: 12~1 
: 

13.5 141.9: 12.4 

10.3 y 
0 

23.8 

I 

39.5: 
!(31.71 

0: 
213.1: 

6.9 
y 

0 
19.3 

Impor-ts • . 

3.7 

1.9 y 
0 

6.6 

0,6 

1.0 

·~ 
0 

l..o 

8.6 

9.2 y 
0 

1'7'.7 
.. 

13.8 

11.2 y 
0 

2&.0 

1.2 y. 
0 

4.8 

0.4 

0.4 

0.1 
y 

0 
0.6 

8,1 ·y 
0 

19.3 

15.0 

.10.1 
y 

. 0 
2&.1 

68.1 -158,3 1 114.6; 126.-1 52.6 
0.;1 0.1 1 1.9 ·3.1 .. ·0.15 

A. I I 0 ~. 1.4 1.6 0.1 
0o2 . 0.4 I !I O • .f: 0,2 

58.4 · .. 168.8 ~ 117.9 .. ·l~lol · · 63.2 
I . ' 

l Does not include ship1111nts for military civilian feedi,ng. 
"!/Shipments to Alaska and Hawaii not reported beginning April 1948·. 
1/ Beginning A'Pril 1948, total doea not inc11ude shipments to :Alaska and Hawaii. 
Y ~ell than 60 • 000 pcunda. . . . . . 

3.9 

1.4 
y 
0 

6.3 

0.4 

o.1 
y 

0 
0.5 

0.3 

0.1 
y 

0 
0.4 

19.4 

9.1 
y 

4.4 
32.9 

24.0 

10.7 

4~ 
39.1 

38.7 
1.2 
0.1 
0.6 

40.5 

16.8 

5.5 
y 
0 

22.3 

1,6 

0.4 
y 

0 
2.0 

1,9 

0,3 
y 
0 

2.2 

44.9 

32.7 y 
4,4 

82.0 

38,9 y 
4.4 

li08.6 

332.0 
6,6 
3,1 
1.1 

342.7 
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Table 2 •• Number of sheep and lambs on farms January l, number slaughtered, lamb crop, liveweight 
of farm production, and dressed weight .of lamb and mutton produced, 

1900 to date ]} 

: Number January 1 

Year 
I I 

All sheep, Ewes one 
1 and : year and 

lambs ; older 

I 1,000 
head 

48,105 
49,10~ 

~ 49,236 
: 47,'536 

'46,458 

1900 
1901 
1902 
1903 
1904 
1906 
1906 
1907 
1908 
1909 
1910 
1911 
1912 
1913 
1914 
1915 
1916 
1917 
1916 
1919 
1920 
1921 
1922 
1923 
1!?24 
1925 
1926 
1927 
1928 
1929 
1930 
1931 
1932 
1933 
1934 
1935 
1936 
1937 
1938 
1939 
1940 
1941 
1942 
1943 
1944 
1945 
1946 
1947 
1948 
1949 _y; 

~3·,825 
Ji; 45,525 
I , 4..7 1 260 

48,1~5 
50, 793' 
50,239 
50,555 
47,897 
44,652 
43,089· 

.. 40,613 
40,010 
38,886 
39,664 
41,875 
40,743 

:' '39,479 
36,,922 
36,803 
37,139 
38.,543 
40,363 
42,41.5 
45,258 
48,381 
51,565 
53,233 
53,902 
53,054 
53,503 
51,808 

' • 51,136 
50,848 
51,063 
51,348 
52,107 
53,92.0 
56,?13 

: 55,160 
~. 60,782 

'46,520 
42,436 

I 37 0 ~18 
34,827 

.31,963 

1,000 
head 

24,982 
~6,997 
26,876 
28,338 
30,206 
32,464 
34,614 
36,514 
37,096 
37,012 
37,042 
35~285 
·35,555 
34,.574. 
34,710 
34,833 
35,707 
36,419 
37,361 
37,303 
33,991 
31,280 
27,680 
25,048 
23,408 

.· 21,656 

L!ililbs saved 

Number 

1,000 
head 

21,763 
22,195 
23,958 
24,460 
26,559 
26,903 
29,467 
31,557 
29,986 
29,768 
30,433 
27,813 
29,762 
29,170 
30,420 
29,913 
31,082 
32,610 
32,312 
30,924 
28,642 
27,042 
24,540 
22,082 
20,011 
18,906: 

I. 

Percent 
of ewes 'y : 

Percent 

87 
85 
89 
86 
88 
83 
85 
86 
81 
80 
82 
79 
84 
84 
88 
86 
87 
90 
86 
83 

'84 
86 
89 
88 
86 
87 ,. 

Live weight of farm 
product! on 3/ 

---:----:-:;=;Pr=ocl.. of lamb and 
Number :mutton (oaroaas weight 
slaugh- equivalent) 

Total 

Million 
pounds 

1,272 
1,150 
1,128 
1,276 
1,187 
1,271 
1,254 
!,118 
1,126 
1,238 
1,143 

926 
1,14-6 
1,080 
1,253 
1,459 
1,508 
1,609 
1,664' 
1,773 
1,823 
1,966 
~.052 
1,829 
1,860 
1,911 
1.,835 
1,852 
1,932 
2,038 
2,029 
2,101 
2,261 
2,313 
2,108 
1,93e 
1,912 
1;763 
1,579 
1,407 

Per head tared - -
on farms _4/ QuiUlti ty Per 
Jan. 1 : person "-'-_:... __ _,f,ooo Million 

Pounds 

\ 25.04 
22.89 
22.31 
26.62 
26.58 
29.50 
30.95 
27.94 
28.96 
31.21 
27.30 
22.73 
29.03 
29.25 
34,06 
39.28 
39.13 
39,86 
39.23 
39.18 
37,68 
38.11 
38.55 
33.93 
35.06 
35.72 
35.42 
36.22 
38.00 
39.91 
39.51 
~0.32 
41.75 

'41.16 
38,22• 
38.16 
41.10 
41.54 
41.75 
4p.40 

head pounds Pounds 

12,000 
13,200 
13,700 
13,800 
13.100 
13,100 
13,800 
13,799 
14,200 
15,464 
15,332 
18,177 
19,131 
18,375 
18,035 
16,576 
15,160 
12,128 
13,220 
15,784 
13,984 
16,742 
14,373 

. 15,146 
15,578 

.. 15,430 
1~,444 
16,113 
17,076 
17,483 
21,125 
23,138 
23,063 
21,848 
21,800 
22,000 
21,555 
21,455 
22,423 
21,614 
21,571 
22,309 
25,586 
27,073 
25,355 
24,i639 
22,814 
18,766 
17,630 

493 
548 
564 
563 
538 
530 
543 
563 
669 
608 
597 
693 
735 
706 
693 
605 
586 
463 
506 
590 
538 
639 
553 
588 
697 
603 
639 
629 
663 
682 
826 
886 
884 
852 
851 
877 
854 
852 
897 
872 
876 
923 

1,042 
1,104 
1,024 
1,054 

970 
802 
753 

6.6 
7.1 
7.1 
7.0 
6.6 
6.4 
6.4 
6.4 
6.3 
6.7 
6.4 
7.3 
7.6 
7.2 
7.0 
5.9 
5.7 
4.6 
4.8 
5,6 
5,0 
6.9 
6.0 
5.2 
5.2 
6.1 
5.4 
5.2 
5.5 
5.6 
6.7 
7.1 
7.0 
6.7 
6.7 
6.9 
6.e 
6.6 
6.9 
6.e 
6.6 
6.8 
7.7 
e.o 
7.4 
7.5 
e,8 
5.5 
5.1 

t ~orne series not avaibb.1e for all years. 
!I L Percentage orop •" 
~The weight added to sheep and lambs on farms and ranches during yeA.r • 
.:'/1 ~tal slaughter (commercial and farm), 
::t eliminary. 
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SHEEP AND LAMBS 

1949 A lfow Low :C'or Lamb 
...._......,_~.........,._..,_....... 

~ ~tU"t;ton ~onsumptlon 

In the first 8 months of this ycar1 7.7 million sheep and lambs r: 

vroro s lnughtorcd under F'odcral inspocti on. This nu1nbor 3.s srnnll by all 
oom:.,arisons. It is 19 percent below tho slnughtor in tho sa.mo 8 malltha 
of lo.st yco.r and sanrccly more than onc ... ho.lf the record ·slaughter in tho 
compnra'tllc period of l943e 

Evon should. slnught,Jr o.vcraco close to lo.st yoar in tho months 
remaining, total 1949 output of lamb c~nd mutton (from all· slaughter, 1n• 
eluding ftJ.rm) probably will not oxcood 600 million pounds, Last yoal" 
753 million pounds i'J"Oro produced, 1943 production wus 1, J.04 millions, r.md 
outpnt has not been as small as GOO million pounds since 1925, S inco tho 
population has grown, tho rate of tlonsumption of lnmb o.nd mutton per porson 
this yoar, ostimo.tod o.t 4.0 pounds, will bo tho lowest since rociords bognn 
in 1899. Tho chances o.ro thut :Lt is tho smo.llost consumption since oarly 
oolonic.l days • 

Tho SD.mo story bf doolinos o.nd now lows can be told. for shobp 
numbers. On Jununry· 1, 1949, 32.0 million head of shcop o.nd lo.mbs .mro 
on fr.rms nnd rn.nchos, u number composed of' 27 .o million stock shoo:p -ana 
4•2 tnillion r.hoop rmd lambs on food for mnrkot. As rocontly·a.s Jt~.nun.ry l, 
19421 thoro V1oro 56.2 million shcop L\nd lo.mbs in tho oo1.mtry• Tho l942 
number vro.s o. record high, whoron.s this yco.r 1 s numb..;r was a. record lo:w. 
'l'ho roductj.on of 13 poro0nt bo·cyrcon tho t\·..ro yon.rs was the lnrg;ost ovor 
for nny class of livestock in 01 7·~·oo.r period. In 18671 tho first yoar 
of o.nnunl records, \,han tho UnH;od Stn.tos populatlon wn.s only· 25 pcroont 
of that in 19491 thoro ·wore 46.3 million shuop in tho conntry, a.lmost 
one.Jlo.lf moru than in 191:9, Stated a.nothor l•n.y, thoro is now only ono · 
sheep por 6 persons, vmorco.s in 186'1 t~1oro w9ro more sh0op than pooplo. 
Thoso f'iv;tros ra.iso a. question c.s to Yrho.~~ j.s tho futuro of tho sheep 
industry in Amorico.n n17iculturoe 

Shoop raising in tho United States, as in most other oountrioa1 
sto.rtod o.s a frontier occupation. ·.It follovrod the o.dvo.nco of tho frontior, 
pushing 1irostwv.rd from the Atla.ntio, and lo:bor ao.stwo.l"d from tho Po.ci:f'S.o, 
Its rr.ovcmont ·was r.;onoro.lly into la.nds thnt wore loss woll o.dap·tod to otbor 
o.griculturo.1 cnt(;r~riscs, but v;hon other v;o.ys of using ·Chose lunds -vmro 
dovolopod tho industry again moved to places whore thoro was loss oompo• 
tition for tho uno of tho land• Records ovor tho 83 years oo:mmonoing in 
1867 show tho.t stock shoop numbers in a.11 Stutes oo.st of tho llihsissippi 
hit thoir peak S('lmotimo before 1870• Numbers in tho throe Pn.oifio Stntoe 
(combined) YJoro largest in 1877. Tho advancing dato for highest num'bors 
in v-oups of Sto.tcs o.~;poar in to.blo 3J for now Mo:doo nnd. Arizono.l it ·w~s 
1883; Nobra.s!r..a.1 ICo.nso.e, nnd Oklahoma., o.lso 1883; Montnna., Vf~roming1 and 
Coloro.1o, 1909; Ido.ho; Uto.h a.nd Novndn, 1919J North ~nd South Do.kota, 
1942; ~md Texas, ~913e 
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Table 3'. - Stook llheep 1 lfullbera <m :!'aru .111DU81'f 1, b7 reg10ZUI, 1667 -19il9 

I : : 
Borth t I111no1e M1oh. I South 1 South 1 JJebr. Mont. Idaho Wallh. Total 

Atlantic Clh1o I ova W1•., I Atl.eD,t1o 1 Central JJ. DU:. : ~:ana. Texu W:yo. JJ. *"· Utllh Oreg. United 
rear 

States Ind1sna ; M1••our1 Minn. 1 Statee : -State• s. Dak. 1 Okla. Colo. Ar1~. l'eT. Cali:!'. State• 
I lL 

'hioue. 'l'iil?9!!, '.ftloue. 'ftioue. Thoue. ~ !l!iiOUII. 'hioue. !houe. Tiioue. 'lSioue. ~ Tiiou•. 'ftioue. 

i~~ 
9,621 11,221 5,901 4,627 2,885 3,148 5 '177 2,070 171 1,362 205 3,576 44,997 
6,349 11,297 5,780 4,562 2,853 3,010 7 184 1,820 201l 1,52lo 225 3,993 43,808 

1869 7,155 9,323 5,238 3,877 2, 737 2,9)0 10 205 1, 727 241, 1,6o6 246 11,572 39,892 

1870 6,071 "{,830 4,433 3,1168 2,583 2,890 13 220 1,727 291 1,6811 272 li,967 36,449 
1871 5,410 6,788 3,450 3,356 2,4116 2,824 15 2211 1,820 388 1,693 316 5,333 34,063 
1872 ,,035 6,966 3,113 3,450 2,312 2,720 18 237 1,96o 502 1,853 352 5, 734 34,312 
1873 4,932 6,951 3,145 3,681 2,243 2,667 22 254 2,100 6o3 1,962 I,Q1 6,815 35,782 
1874 4,815 6,492 3,138 3,838 2,164 2,621 38 277 2,26o 742 2,137 41oo 7,272 36,234 
1875 4,729 6,057 2,959 3,882 2,076 2,511 55 287 2,1ooo 899 2,340 472 8,570 37,237 
1876 4,6511 5,707 2,772 3,631 2,026 2,1105 70 358 2,518 1,076 2,720 527 8,611 37,477 
1877 4,559 5,1179 2,656 3,535 2,lll 2,377 77 4311 2,896 1,303 3,184 616 6,920 38,11,7 
1878 4,630 5,640 2,626 3,569 2,221 2,541 62 563 3,166 1,548 3,574 723 8,039 38,9112 
1879 4,842 5,961 2,771 3,778 2,385 2,679 67 713 3,505 1,880 4,323 841 7,893 41,678 
1880 5,163 6,373 3,056 3,961 2,467 2,712 96 1,098 3,715 2,158 5,107 966 7,935 44,867 
1881 5,391 6,693 3,210 4,1lo9 2,569 2,702 108 l,W lo,230 2,310 5,581 1,160 7,847 47,371 
1882 5,403 6,821 3,026 4,227 2,6o8 2,678 121 1,634 4,864 2,593 5,878 1,353 7,671 48,883 
1883 ,,350 7,o46 2,9o4 t,382 2,666 2,653 143 1,884 6,200 2,806 5,890 1,490 7,521 50,935 
188lo 5,227 6,922 2,787 ,434 2,698 2,633 168 1,656 6,600 2,943 5,618 1,723 7,492 51,101 
1885 4,875 6,843 2,523 4,293 2,596 2,564 192 1,748 6,620 3,251 5,071 1,919 7,125 lo9,620 
1886 4,673 6,308 2,156 4,036 2,362 2,450 214 1,517 5,675 3,541 5,036 2,073 6,613 46,654 
1887 4,457 6,012 2,009 3,726 2,081 2,303 235 1,168 5,150 3,712 4,797 2,247 6,320 44,217 
1888 4,307 5,500 1~950 3,644 1,927 2,237 212 923 .5,150 3,893 4,610 2,614 5,984 43,011 
1889 4,180 5,355 1,935 3,465 1,929 2,332 325 805 5,o47 4,106 4,232 2,876 5,778 42,365 
1890 4,114 5,334 1,985 3,488 2,013 2,396 406 636 5,047 4,633 3,821 3,140 5,680 42,693 
1891 4,140 5,504 2,232 3,679 2,162 2,361 570 628 4,900 4,780 3,876 3,305 5,7lo5 43,882 
1892 4,140 5,602 2,422 3,713 2,271 2,337 7~ 588 !l,too 5,150 3,740 3,394 5,850 44,628 
1893 3,944 5,343 2,559 3,949 2,277 2,335 735 582 4,335 5,620 3,495 3,526 5,865 44,567 
1894 3,655 5,076 2,387 4,090 2,195 2,275 753 552 3,614 5,667 3,621 3,460 5,869 43,414 
1895 3,1,9 4,406 2,048 3,665 2,lll 2,204 802 499 3,738 6,159 3,611 3,490 5,935 41,827 
1896 2,791 3,836 1,813 3,073 1,970 2,091 899 598 3,06' 6,616 3,436 3,641 5,778 39,609 
1897 2,548 3,348 1, 769 2,750 1,816 2,004 846 706 2,789 7,135 3,421 4,oo8 5,745 38,891 
1898 2,566 3,674 1,877 2,8115 1,799 1,932 850 717 2,650 7,538 3,642 4,547 5,46o 40,097 
1899 2,76o 3,982 2,094 3,065 1,814 1,945 873 772 2,544 8,1138 3,989 5,156 5,256 42,688 
1900 2,679 3,950 2,163 3,227 1·,8112 2,006 1,031 747 2,417 9,609 4,385 5,523 5,286 45,065 
1901 2,598 3,989 2,269 3,322 1,817 2,033 1,156 739 2,260 10,345 4,3lo2 5,796 5,1140 46,126 
1902 2,471 3,629 1,915 3,195 1,679 2,018 1,314 640 2,135 11,379 4,,37 5,513 5,771 46,196 
1903 2,314 3,195 1,76o 2,954 1,576 1,877 1,129 627 2,100 10,950 .. ,1108 5,651 5,895 44,~36 
1904 2,147 3,058 1,753 2,76o 1,512 1,873 1,090 659 2,000 10,159 3,673 5,197 5,821 111,908 
1905 1,998 2,958 1,749 2,545 1,507 1,851 1,112 690 2,000 9,649 3,676 5,082 5,593 40,1110 
1906 1,989 3,253 1,901 2,684 1,499 1,844 1,063 682 2,000 10,207 3,966 5,290 5,567 111,965 
1907 2,030 3,445 2,233 2,798 1,538 1,883 937 634 2,000 10,597 4,316 5,556 5,493 43,460 
1908 1,891 3,655 2,620 2,936 1,631 1,953 867 610 2,100 11,341 4,1164 5,701 ,,326 45,095 
1909 1,755 4,000 2,657 2,931 1,707 1,958 921 6o3 2,200 12,634 4,509 5,753 5,470 47,098 
1910 1,706 4,150 2,6811 2,890 1,719 1,915 830 627 2,190 12,300 4,236 6,049 5,643 46,939 
1911 1,7~2 3,900 2,849 2,966 1,649 1,934 771 737 2,240 11,814 4,085 5,812 5,536 46,055 
1912 1,750 3,550 2,594 2,659 1,534 1,878 689 640 2,300 10,289 4,310 5,413 5,366 42,972 
1913 1,549 3,195 2,112 2,289 1,471 +,945 702 612 2,200 9,727 4,513 5,208 ,121 40,544 
1914 1,353 2,775 1,859 1,983 1,370. 1,744 716 530 2,200 8, 750 4,6~ 5,061l ~,020 38,0,91 
1915 1,241 2,342 ~.561 1,765 1,272 1,640 675 429 2,240 8,481 4,7 5,240 ,589 36,263 
1916 1,201 2,132 1,715 1,683 1,168 1,553 735 j05 2,327 8,201 4,492 5,970 4,578 36,260 
1917 1,213 2,165 1,842 1,613 1,130 1,530 735 584 2,200 7,291 4,288 6,025 4,630 35,246 
1918 1,317 2,340 2,144 1,735 1,172 1,542 869 689 2,250 7,235 4,077 6,338 4,996 36,7o4 
1919 1,377 2,1186 2,452 1,874 1,203 1,627 1,024 623 2,600 7,552 3,802 6,340 5,400 38,36o 
1920 1,311 2,432 2,457 1,807 1,210 1,648 1,053 631 3,36o 6,369 3,600 6,090 5,36o 37,328 
1921 1,194 2,279 2,257 1,587 1,218 1,6o4 904 559 3,850 5,874 3,515 5,580 5,005 35,426 
1922 1,104 2,129 1,913 1,450 1,173 1,547 817 507 3,650 5,829 3,330 5,440 4,476 33,365 
1923 1,047 2,171 1,870 1,431 1,148 1,515 802 401 3,490 5,721 3,120 5,403 4,478 32,597 
1924 1,023 2,169 1,875 1,408 1,104 1,485 !!13 427 3,625 5,718 3,188 5,179 4,84, 32,859 
1925 1,033 2,255 1,906 ' 1,543 1>.,091 1,474 879 454 4,rull 6,052 3,264 5,305 5,193 34,469 
1926 1,056 2,263 1,970 1,677 1,115 1,492 960 493 4,1311 6,562 3,339 5,317 5,341 35,719 
1927 1,049 2,36o 2,o46 1,845 1,153 1,582 1,108 550 4,607 7,268 3,369 5,5711 5,556 38,067 
1928 1,088 2,477 2,102 1,997 1,274 1,690 1,286 616 4,979 7,956 3,480 5,835 5,909 40,689 1929 1,084 2,518 2,36€ 2,119 1,354 1,721 1,}~5 712 5,630 8,717 3,472 6,025 6,226 43,481 1930 1,113 2,627 2,609 2,247 1,392 1,741 1,739 76o 6,304 9,075 3,577 5,954 6,439 45,577 1931 1,106 2,794 2,705 2,319 1,415 1,763 1,947 767 6,749 9,543 3,86, 6,llo5 6,6o2 47 '720 1932 1,052 2,851 2,799 2,361 1,411 1,799 2,172 790 6,952 9,253 lo,002 6,013 6,227 1!7,682 1933 1,032 2,897 2,802 2,349 1,389 1,843 2,112 809 7,444 9,256 3,715 5,655 6,000 47,303 1934 
1935 

1,014 2,964 2,889 2,372 1,347 1,870 2,251 8117 8,059 9,541 3,639 5,734 5,717 48,244 
1936 958 3,023 3,085 2,381 1,305 1,951 1,960 849 7,092 8,855 3,280 5,490 5,910 46,139 
1931 

930 2,982 3,143 2,328 1,246 1,934 2,064 870 7,234 8,419 3,060 5,425 5,800 45,435 
1938 929 2,723 2,990 2,416 1,145 1,840 1,872 816 8,750 7,779 2,990 5,210 5,791 45,251 
1939 

870 2,700 3,066 2,3311 1,117 1,894 1,920 883 9,100 7,709 2,932 4,969 5,478 44,972 
1940 808 2,570 3,153 2,26o 1,083 1,938 2,019 1,073 9,191 8,26o 2,9114 11,770 5,394 45,463 
1941 759 2,570 3,381 2,290 1,039 1,958 2,347 1,237 9,375 8,692 2,910 1,,619 5,089 46,2'66 
1942 755 2,517 3,505 2,365 1,007 1,944 jl, 799 1,289 9,656 8,900 2,867 4,637 5,140 47,441 
1943 766 2,642 3,656 2,392 980 1,989 ),116 1,425 10,332 9,396 2,822 4,693 5,137 49,346 
1944 181 2,661 3,542 2,372 945 1,938 3,061 1,400 10,539 9,055 2,76o 4,324 4,818 48,196 
1945 752 2,216 3,201 2,205 676 1,755 2,778 1,190 10,117 8,317 2,618 3,910 4,335 44,270 
1946 624 1,938 2,812 1,879 809 1,564 2,267 968 9,611 7,237 2,374 3,594 3,912 39,609 
1947 551 1,720 2,416 1,613 774 1,553 1,822 784 9,130 6,446 2,097 3,354 3,339 35,599 
1948 496 1,562 2,443 1,4oo 746 1,482 1,i46 671 8,126 5,672 1,904 3,043 3,034 32,125 
1949 469 1,431 2,235 1,280 708 1,466 1, 16 641 7,395 5,395 1,826 3,o49 2, 765 29,976 

455 1,349 2,098 1,116 689 1,288 1,206 598 6,508 5,178 1,798 2,825 2,710 27,818 

Y ho111deo Oklllhcae. IIDd Texu. 
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~he last expansion in total United Gtnt~s sh~eo nu~bers ~redominabtly 
refle~ted the expansion in Texas. Nu:nbers j_n. that State '1-:ep.:~.n to 5.ncrease 
in about 1919 when the 2.6 million read thE;lrr-J were only 6 percent of the 
national total. Dv 1943t Texos had ~0.8 ~11.io~, which were 20 nercent of 
United Ste.tfls numbers. As· Texas numbers contracted t:~fter 1943, Hni ted Sto.tos 
num'o~rs also fell. Eowe:.vor, the 1942-49 downtrend was by no mee.ns restricted 
to TP-xas. 'It was virtually country-v.1.de. 

The history of the mi,.:rntion of the sheep-raisin~ industry vms 
rour.:hly similar to that of the recedin~ frontier, ns sheen shared with 
c11ttle in varyinr.: prooortion each new farminP.: end re.nr:e area that was 
onennd np. B~t since .. therr:' are no more fron~~iers, th~ future of sheep 
r~.isinp.; :will depend in ler~o meo.sore on hovr effcctiveiy sheen c!'ln co:nnl';tie 
with other ~ntororises for land end labor in estAblished f~,rmin?.: and rtmch
inf" areas. 

In the eastern or "native" pc.rt of tho coun~r~r ~ she en comp~tP. Tti. th 
vr.rious s.gricultural ente.r<r~risf3R. In ~'la·~w of the ~nountain a.nd hi 11 sectio!l.s 

·of Virginia., West V:i.r~'i.nin, Kentucky, nrd Tennessee, they are o.n alternative 
choiM -:.."i th C!'.ttle fo'r n<?.::;t u:-:-e land. In Or.io, wl:ere sheen-reiR:tnr: loas lont?.: 
hoen r.n important induGtry, sheep "'re often or.. ·enterorise crrri ed on 
supplt~mentary to m'l;ior ~~tivi+.i.::1s e.f' o. wav to \1SE; rE:sources tho~; otr.er~r;ise 
·would be w~sted. Sheen in tbl\t ~":tate. "'0!'1'1wtr· loss for ll).nn t.hnn for the 
fflrmf!r 1 s :inbor, ne.rticularly nt lsmbi~r:, sr.·":'Gon.~· A.~ e '";roed r~ener::'llizatio:t", 
so lonr.: e.s thr:lre is a. fairly stront!: d0mn~c: for,t)-1<1 rna.jor f"'.rrn. nroducts of 

·the· east and prod.uction· cf thos~ tlroch.ctr: i~ Clil1ed by conti.nnou~ ~tdvq_n~es 
in 'llecho.niza.tion, sheEn1 will occuov n.· S"!i~J 1 •J .. nd :i11 some nlnc<'s nerhnl?:::; a. 
shri.nkih~ pll'l:c(' in i'o.rn orp-<.l.niz!?.tion. On1y "'· df'lpression r>.nrl. lov.r-cost farm 
labor ·.rvould y:i,.eld much iricentiv·e to an ox~e.nsion in sheery raisin"' there. 

Trends in the 1~;"'!st · n.re by far t}if.l more si ~rd. fic'?nt to t~e TJni ted 
States sheep industry. It is h<'~rd to meke accura.t~~ g;er.-Jr13l obs~rv'ltior..s on 
the position of' ~heen roJ.::;ine: in the rHtriot'lt1;re or thE~t re..,.1on of ran~c, 
dry i'ilrtning, ~r1d irri.ietion. For some r,·rea.s, sheen hnve r'.nt1.1ral ~'~.dvo.r.t~:tr:es 
OVP-r c.-~ttle. Truf.itionJJlly, " she :n is r"rrarde1 ns o'l)J.e to i'ntten where n 
cow will starVIO•. As a r.rr.:::er o.f poo:r:.>r, rou~her, '\nd S0'1'!~:times hi~:rher l'lnds 
th,,n ar!'! aocent<>hle for nn.y othP.r domestic e.nim~>.l excevt ~o9ts, sheen doubt
loss1y ''rill remai.n i..n the !l'r'-lzinq- 9.r01>s to which t1,ev ,re esnf>cially well 
suited. Some ln.nds "r:; not eJi9":rted to r.h~ep becc:UsE· of V>H3t soils o:r ,_rery 
conrs e f'orne;G. . ~.-ost nrc~ s, ho.,:ever, r:tre s t."ti t fa ~torv for bo";h ~ heco :md 
cattle, and OVt?r Tl'lUOh of the "'est COn10f'ti tion. i.S ireAt betweon the tv10• 

Sheo:p rn!jchinr requires "'l.e.ny acres of l~nd f'or even the sn:':.'ll~r herds, 
If' l~.bor req~'JreMents VIerA V";rv smnll, so th'l.t n lov· l~bor cost· could a.ccomnnny 
the ''sc of in.:JX'O~Jns'\. ve ln~d, tr.~ pos.i.tion e1.f the shf!O'tl innustry vFO'.lld sd9.o"M 
b, ch•llcnred. But sho!?o de·:,,r-.cl '!onsidc.r,.·blr~ c,re. Fer nrotection aro:f'l.inst 
pret:letol-y nnimnls 1 sheari::'l.E", ll".mbin"', cl.iooninn:, !'!rid other scrvicos~ sh.vep 
r!'lquir·J. much labor, · In. 011oat of the '\'{e:::t ·+,to CO"'lsbro.nt r•ttf;O~i.on cf o sheep
herder must be J?I"C·Vicled fo:r~ 'br·ndo whi~h rev-: over ri1t• .,reros~ wl'ilc c-:-ttlc; 
ur~ run 1~ fence_~ a~oas v.oi. thout. clos(" t->1.•pervision. Only in Toxa.a a.ro shoop 
conr,_only P.:razod on fr:nced l~nds. 

Gost studies in•ii c':'t.e t~tn+. ('.ost of lubor f'dr'!s consider~bly to current 
operutin~ costs :.n the f',h8CP ind\1Strv. I.!'bo .. cost r.:n~. total C'n·retlt costs 
'\ro lnrp;er relative to inV("St:'l'lent for shQop than for cf'tt;ie. Iv• 1'1. normal 
Year current recS'iots ,.ro :!.~rl"er to.o. The r·~!).,~.;iv;:)ly SIT!"\ll.'9r investment but 
1"re:er current costs --nt'.. !'eo'=liots .for sroep coTI'.T'!'rud ·:dth cP.ttle illustrrtte 
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tho g~oo.tor sonsi ti vono0s of tho shco·p industry to cho.ngos ·in wo.go ro.tos 
o.n:i in prlcos of both commoditius bouc;ht nnd products sold. 1J 

A shortage of skill() d labor vro.s a. po.rti(!-1 oo.uso of tho big doc line 
in shoop numbers o.ftor l9tl2, Opportunities in o·~hcr f'o.rming nnd in 
industry lured many sheep hordcrs from their lonesome nnd afton low-po.ying 
ocoupo. tion •. With the· vrco.l th of. ros ,lnroos in this country ond r:onoro.lly · 
high. rc.·.-;o.rds to lo.bor, it is likely tho.t shcop herders ~·Jill rorr'.o.i.n compn.ra .. 
tivcly sco.:rco ozcopt in timos oi' vconomic doprosdon. 

·It is not possiblu to so.y tho.t sheep o.ro more or loss profitc.blo tho.n 
co.ttlo, bocnuse th() compn.rison.is clifforont for prn.ctica.lly ovo'ry loco.l 
co:1dition nnrl every fo.rmur cir ranohor. Insofo.r a.s it ha.s boon possiblo to 
moo.suro conditions thn.t arc equally· fo.voro.blo to both on.t.tlo and shuop, 
stunius ho.vo indion.tQd thr1.t not· :returns ov~r many yoo.rs have o.voro.c;ocl b.bout 
J~ho snn:e for tho tv;o industrios. A study stulilnarizint~ dr~tn. for Hon"tann.; in 
y;h :l.oh net returns ns runt to land vJore twcd n.s tho monns of C('lnparis on., 
ropor1;s tho conclusion that "whon oompn.rcd for o. long porj.od, co.ttlo o.nd 
sheep ro.nching ·aro o.blo to oarn ah'lost o:xo.ctly ns high o.n incont.o to lo.nd. ,.uj 
But thoro ha:ves b0on r.ltl.rbld va.rintions il} po.rtioula.r p\.)riocls. 11Somot:i.moo 
the co.ttloma.n is mora prosperous :mel n.bhl to bid higher for r'.t~lGOJ oth•Jl' 
times tho o.d~n,ntago is wi ~;h tho sh'":opmo.n." y . 

In rr .. ·-,.ny aroQ.s during thu las~3 fov: years, tho adv~'.!"lto.co ho.s definitely 
rented with thG cn.ttlonnn. Durin;.:; tho infla tionn.ry sur go at tho beginning 
of Vforlcl 1"Tnr II anc1. ospocin.lly o.ft(;r its end;, pricus of lo.mb o.nd 1mol n.d· 
vo.ncod lo:::s tho.n tho price of beef. In 19,:::~~ Good ln.r.tb oo.rca.ssos sold C!.t 
...-~nolcsa.lo o.t Chico. go for 28 6 porcunt of tho il93'( .. 4l avorn~o, i'ihilo Good 
steer co.rco.ssos brought. 311 percent of tho pruvvnr nvcrngo. This ·difforonco 
occurred des pi to tho· sho.rp reduction in output of lr:t:nb ::tnd muJcton. It 
exemplifies, howovor, n·ot o. discount for lnmb in tho postwnr Fcriod but tho 
tro.dition..'l..lly SI:lfl.llor vm•io.tion in prico of lo.mb tl:n.n of other mo""hts. Ono 
rcn.s on tho prico o1 .. lo.mb r oso loss o.ft•)r tho 1930's is -bhnt it ho.d fn.llun 
loG u d1.trinr ·those depressed J."Oc.rs, tGsul ting in n hig.hor bo.so for later 
o or.1pc.r is ono • 

Tho price of wool rose ~JubstC~.ntio.lly loss in rucont yon.rs tho.n did 
pricos of moats. Tho price of fino wool a.t Boston in 1948 '\'Ins only 162 por• 
ocnt1 n.nd 3/A blood 139 porcont., of' tho proi'Jt:'>r o.vcra.go. Wool is· priced moro 
lo.rcoly on o. world rno.rkot tho.n uro most other livestock prbduc·~g .. · During tho 
lnttcr po..rt of tho vro.r ~.nd lrttor it wo.s in. n.bundo.nt supply, ::mel vro.s :1ot o.f• 
fcc ted much by th•J [~on~_:r:~.l c Ol!l!lWdi ty ;"~rico inflo.ti on in this country. , Woo~ 
prioos in· tho Unitoe. States l:o..vc u::ually r,oprosvntod tho i7orld price plus "J 
tarii'f or, recently, tho domurd.:ic suJ?r;ort prico, T:hioh!.>v••r hns been higher.~ 

]} ~.-;,;-c~:rap.J.ro.tiv·J cost dntn. ·;7oj.J~·H, So.undorson· cmd D.w. Chit·tonclon, · 11Co.ttlo 
!{:inching in l.:ionta.no.." £.~onk::o. Stc.:to College _.Agric. E"xp. Sto.t. Bul. 3111 ~-937~ 
H,H. SuundorsGn ("tnd Louis Vincko., 11Th0 S<:onomics of Rn.ngo :Shoop Productlon ln 

ldcntrcnn.11 , i·ionhtno.·Stn.to C'o1lo(jO Ac;ric. Exp. Stn.t. Bul. 3021 1935• .At~F'• V[l.ss 
end Hnrry Po:troon, 11Profi to.blo Systems of Fnrril r.nd Rur..oh Orcan:tzc.tion~ for 
Ccrtai:--: Ju.·,;·~s in 1.1yomin~;", W~roming Agrice Ext.o Sc..r. Cir. 7;~60 1 1925 (c·.g.l 
PP• .S:8 ·'"nd 5G). ~!tnrion Clo.vmon, "Effect of Changing Prices upon Inoomo·~o. 
L..-...nd from Co.ttlo :md Shc.ep Ro.nching, o..s Illustrn.tud by Dut,J.· for Jtilonto.nD.J 
1910-193611 • t:ir1tod 5to.t·JS 13uruau of Agricultural Economics, 1939 (mirnoo,)• 
?:/. Clo.wson1 Op• cit,, P• 13e . . . 
"§j During trH; w::.:r, customry Ir.c.chine-ry foi' setting o. r:or1d prioo ;vns 
i:wtfuctivce The o.cbninistcrod .Prices novcrthclQss roflectod to s omo dogroo 
tho l:orl1 conditions in· wool supplivs -..nd. domnnd., 





LAMBS: PRICE RECEIVED BY FARMERS AND 
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After tiw vmr, sheep raisers found that sale of sheep· and lambs was 
morG importai:b c..s a source of income tlmn :i.t had been before,_ and sa.lo c£ 
vrool less so. Salos of' wool weto tho sonrco of 13 porcont of' the incomo 
of sheep producers in the nativQ sheep Statns in l9<H3 1 compo.rnd vd.th 25 per
cent in lU37-4l. In the western States, the porconto.ge ro~ei ved from· 
wool was do;.vn to 28 percent in 1948, as at;ainst 42 p,)rcunt in 1937...41. Tho 
(l.if:f'oronces from provJt>.r ca!ll() about in pnrt from tho aodj_tior..a.l sa.los of 
stock c..s herds vrero reduced, but o.lso in part from the lower weal pr:i.cos • 

Iv1ore rocontly, tho prices of lo.mb ?.nd wool ha-.ro improvod ,~olativo ·· 
to beef. During the r,cnoral reduction of moat prices beginning in mid·-19<1:8 1 

prices of lo.rrtb hold up b0st and hnvo boon high relative to prices of ochor 
J:loats. .Ac vrorld and United Str .. tos stocks of .wool h:J.vc bcon roducod, tho 
nricos of mout grades of woQl hav ... 1 riso:n and avero.go IJricos rocoivod by 
Dnitod States producers have huld above thu support price of about -(1;2 cents• 

In 19481 17.5 million 'sheep .md le.inbs vJDro slo.ughtorod nml ,J,:mu0.ry 
invontorios r!Oro roducod 2,9 million-hen.d. This year, toto.l slo.ughtor.is 
c:x:pGctcd to bo about 14 nilUon ht)ade Tho srral1cr slo.ughtor 11artly ro .. · 
presents a reduction in the J.amb crop of 1.,1 million hoacl or 6 poro01:.t · • 
Eo,•rcvor, it also shmvs that hcrc'is aro bo5.ng ruc'l.uccd losr; this year than· 
last. It in possible, in fact, thnt inventories 1"i 11 b0 subs+:an-1-;ially 
tho samo nt +;he ond of' 1949 as at tho bocinning. This outoomo i::: most 
likely if a rather lo.rr,o proportion of sho:;p ~nd lambs markctod this i'l4ll 
~:..:ro pu·c on feed. 

Should sheep numbers incroaco :i.n tho next fow ycn.rs, several years 
vrould elapse before any me.tcrio.l increase in prod,~ction of laitb '\:nd mutton 
could oconr. Lnmb o.nd mutton will continuo relatively sca.rco. Prioos of 
lambS probably will r-::main hir-';:1 compared to otlwr lT'oat animnls • 
Llso, if ~hero should bo rno.jor fluctuations in p.;cnon.l nvcro.co prieos of 
mco.t n.nimals d1J.e to chang<~s 1.n dc1nnnd1 tho cxperionco of the 103()! s indi• 
catus thn t prices of lc.mbs vrould chanr:o loss than those of other livvstook• 

. In such ovcnt, the price of v:ool also would probc.bly fluct'.lo.to loss i.;ha.n 
rr.oat prices. Prcsc:nt support loginln.tion probo..bly v1ould provunt o.ny 
t;roo..t toduction.:~ Tho shoop industry is no·t a source of 1~ig roturns during 
a buom, but uoi':t;hcr is it alrays as sensitive to recession. 

Fut\.u-c lovo ls · o:' sheep numbers cannot bo foretold ·d th acour':l.oy. 
If tho bottom to tho past decline· is roached this yoo.r~ a slo~·, oxpo.:1.sion 
my occur in 1950 o..nd la·bcr yo'1rs • .A:ny irr.provomont· .i.n comparo.f;ivo oosts 
or return::; will cncouragu its groTrb.h. Nov:.:rtholos::, J;hore is lit-tlo 
possibility of o. r:)turn to· tho nuJnbors o1' l9<i2. An intonsiYo c>J\I4...,.in~·.ti~ll 
of the compotitivo positicm of sheep r:.nq: cattle in tr.'l.rious "lircs·corn areas, 
ospociall:r 1hc.ro the rc.ng0 in best adaptr:,d ·to sheep, is nocos.:;n.ry hoforo 
nn n.doquo.to o.ppro.isal of prospects for sheep numbors can be rr.n.do. y 

!/Such o. study has b..:cn in progress under tho rosoarch proe;ro.m of Rosoa.roh 
und Mnrkoting Act. 
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Table 5 • - J.veraf!:e prioe per 100 pounds reoei.vad by farmers· f(1r leMbs, United States, by months, 

Augus-t 1!:.'09 to date 

----
Jan. F'eb. M!ir. Apr. May 

j : ,July . : Au(!:. 1 Seot.: Oot. Nov. 
. : 

Dee. : Wta;-
"ro9fi/" 

: June 
I 15 

j . 
I J C, I : ave. • r lS lb 15 15 15 15 16 15 15 ........ .o : 1/ : :· i I 

Dol. Dol ;,--uor. Dol. .Dol< noT;- Do!. -1Yor. . DrJl. Dol. ·-uor. Do I. ----nor.----
1909 6.63 5.48 5.29 5.34 5.50 

1910 6.13 6. 58 6.86 7.32 7.07 7.03 6.57 5.76 5.81 5.84 5.46 5.41 6.16 
1911 5.62 5.37 5.32 5.62 5.65 5.47 5.36 5.35 5.01 4.76 4.68 4.92 5.17 
1912 :. 5.19 5. :L9 5.43 6.03 6.39 6.13 6.88 5.67 5.52 5.42 5.46 6.76 5.62 
1913 6.13 6.46 6.68 6.73 6.57 6.33 6.11 5.73 5.60 5.52 5. 75 5.90 5.99 
1914 : 6.24 6.22 6.35 6.57 6.58 6.57 6.70 6.43 6.28 6.08 6.29 6.48 6.36 
1915 : 6.58 8.69 7.06 7.47 7.63 7.57 7.28 6.79 6.82 6.77 6.86, 7,.06 6.98 
1916 : 7.39 7.92 8,35 8.70 8.61 8.63 8.35 8.31 8.26 8.19 8.55 9.05 8.34 
1917 :. 9. 99 9.57 11.64 12.32 13.01 13.04 12.51 12.24 13.26 14·.25 13.89 13.88 12~71 
1918 :13.91 13.97 14.27 15.60 15.57 15.22 14.44 14.25 14.10 13.24 12.69 12.57 13.96 
1919 :12.91 13.37 14.34 14.91 14.47 14.02 13.25 13.19 12.36 11.49 11.53 12.07 12.83 

1920 :13.25 14.50 14.49 14.89 . 14.61 13.13 11.81 10.84 10 .• 34 9-.69 9.44 8.38 11.64 
1921 : 8.53 7.68 7.94 7.50 7.95 7.66 7.1:6 6.99 . 6.23 6.06 6.19 ·6.74 7.13 
1822 : 7.62.. 9.19 10.59 10.94 10.76 9.96 9.74 9.45 9.66 10.15 10.42 10.60 9 .. 90 
1923 :10.75 10.94 11.14 10.81 11.09 10.88 10.69 . 9.98 10.:53 10.22 10.03 10.11 10.52 
1924 :10.33 10.75 11.43 11.63 11.56 11.46 10.74 10.33 10.34 10.51 10.75 11.23 10.80 
1925 :12.89 13.31 13.58 12.32 12.11 11.85 11.85 11.93 12.0~ 12.14 12.32 12.74 12.43 
1926 :12.88 12.21 11.65 11.42. 11.98 12.54 11.85 11.35 11.49 11.45 11.22 10;92 J.l.f;6 
1927 :10.77 10.99 11.71 12.20 12.08 12.28 11.6'2 · U.23 11.05 11.24 11.44 ll.45 11.46 
1928 :11.40 12.01 12.46 12.96 13.19 13.37 12.45 '12.04 12.08 11.58 11.54 11.54 12.21 
1929 :12.25 12.64 1.3.21 13.28 12.69. 12.47 1lo'96 11.42 11.14 10.88 10.72 10.81 ll.88 

1930 :11.10 10.51 9.76 9.20 9.07 9 .• 10 8.:n 6.86 6.75 6.24 6.26 6.25 7. 74 
1931 6.01 6.81 6.93 7.17 7.17 6.60 5.79 5.42 5.18 4.70 4.58 4.28 5.64 
1932 4.51 4.72 5~18 5.27 4.87 4.65 4.57 4.34 4.29 4.12 4.10 4.15 4.46 
1933 4.30 4.37 4.42 4.51 4.97 5.43 5.47 5.57 5.34 5.21 5.18 5.13 5.05 
1934 5.ni 6.93 7.16 7.16 7.34 6.77 6.04 5.35 5.12 5.04 5.11 5.30 5.90 
1935 6.77 6.98 6.99 6.92 6.95 6.88 6.54 6.71 7.45 7.58 7.87 . 8.36 7.28 
1936 8.53 8.55 8.36 8.69 8.85 8.70 8.21 7.87 7.67 7.50 7.44 7~26 8.05 
1937 : .8.14 8.37 9.21 9.61 9.61 9.32 8'.80 8.8$ 8.83 8.64 8.09 7.69 8.87 
1938 7.39 6.77 7.56 7.40 7.10 7.16 7.17 6.87 6.76 6.65 7.06 7.31 7,06 
1939 7.58 7.63 7.70 8.18 8.37 7.91 7.64 7.21 7.84 7.86 7.74 7.62 7.70 

1940 7.79 7.84 8.31 8.46 8.59 8.47 8.17 7.81 7.82 7.86 8.02 8.09 8.10 
1941 8.56 8.80 9.12 . 9.37 9.34 9.49 9.47 .9.56 10.09 9.83 9.70 10.13 9.58 
1942 :10.56 10.69 10.62 10.85 11.60 11.98 11.81 12.05 11.90 11.83 12.04 12.49 ll,70 
1943 :13.03 13.76 13.97 13.87 13.82 13.50 13.30 12.80 12.50 12.20 11.90 12.10 13.00 
1944 :12.50 13.20 13.50 13.60 13.40 13.10 12 ~-.eo 12.20 12.10 12.10 12.10 12.30 12.50 
1945 :12.90 13.50 13.80 13.90 13.60 13.40 13.40 12.90 12.50 12.50 12.70 12.80 13.10 
1946 :12.90 13.40 13.70 14.00 14.10 14.30. 15.90 16.4·0 15.70 17.40 18.50 18.70 15.60 
1947 :19.10 19.60 20.30 19.80 19.90 20.90 20.90 20.90 21.50 20.30 20.80 21.30 20.50 . 1948 :22.20 20.89 20.10 21.20 ~. 23.30 24.90 26.10 24.80 23.30 21.90 21.90 21.80 22,80 
1949 :21.90 21.50 23.60 25.80 25.30' 24~40 22.80 21.20 

!(Monthly United States prices wei~hted by receipts at public sto ekye.rds, 1910-23: A.nnual State 
average weighted by shipments and looe.l slaughter, 1924-49. 
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Table 6 .- Parity price of lambs per 100 pounds, United 
1923 to date y 

Stetes, by ye<~rB 1910-22, by months 

-----~ --------
I 

I, I : : : I I :Ave. 
Year 1 Jan. Feb. Mar. Apr. 1 May June July Aug. 1 Sept. 1 Oct. 1 Nov. 1 Dec. 1 J:/ 

------------------------- --- I~ Dol. Dol. Dol. Dol. Dol. Dol. Dol. Dol. Dol. Dol. Dol. Dol. 

1910 5.64 
1911 

\_; 5.88 
1912 5.88 
1913 s.oo 
1914 6.00 
1915 6.29 
1916 7.35 
1917 8.70 
1918 10.20 
1919 11.60 

1920 11.90 
1921 9.70 
1922 9.64 
1923 9.82 9.82 9.82 9.82 9.88 9.88 9.82 9.82 9.76 9.76 9.76 9.76 9.82 
1924 9. 76 9.76 9.82 9.76 9.76 9.70 9.76 9.76 9.82 9.88 9.88 9.94 9.82 
1925 9.88 10.00 10.10 10.10 10.10 10.10 10.00 9.94 9.88 9.88 9.88 9.88 9.94 
1926 9.88 9.94 9.94 9.94 9.94 9.94 9.94 9.88 9.88 9.88 9.82 9.82 9.88 
1927 9.76 9.76 9.70 9.76 9.76 9.82 9.82 9.76 9.-76 9.76 9e70 9.70 9.76 
1928 9.76 9.76 9.82 9.88 9.88 9.94 9.94 9.88 9.88 9.88 9.82 9.82 9.88 
1929 9.82 9.88 9.88 9.82 9.82 9.76 9.76 9.82 9.82 9.76 9.76 9.70 9.82 

1930 9.64 9.64 9.58 9.53 9.53 9.47 9.41 9.35 9.29 9.17 9.06 9.00 9.41 
1931 8.82 8.70 8.64 8.53 8.47 8.35 8.29 8.17 8.06 8.00 7.88 7.88 8.29 
1932 7.59 7.~9 7.47 7.41 7.29 7.23 7.23 7.23 7.17 7.11 7.06 7.00 7.29 
1933 6.70 6.70 6.64 6.70 6.70 6.76 7.00 7.23 7.47 7.47 7.47 7.47 7.06 
1934 7.29 7.41 7.47 7 •• 7 7.63 7.53 7.53 7.70 7.76 7.76 7.76 7.76 7.59 
1935 7.64 7.70 7.70 7.70 7.70 7.70 7.64 7.59 7.53 7.53 7.47 7.47 7.64 
1936 : 7.41 7.41 7.35 7.35 7.35 7.29 7.47 7.64 7.64 7.64 7.64 7.70 7.47 
1937 : 7.76 7.88 7.88 8.oo 8.oo s.oo 7.94 7.88 7.76 7.70 7.64 7.59 7.82 
1938 : 7.59 7.59 7.53 7.53 7.53 7.47 7.41 7.35 7.29 7.29 7.29 7.29 7.41 
1939 : 7.23 7.23 7.23 7.23 7.23 7.23 7.23 7.17 7.35 7.35 7.35 7.35 7.29 

1940 : 7.35 7.35 7.36 7.35 7.35 7.35 7.35 7.35 7.36 7.35 7.35 7.35 7.35 
1941 : 7.35 7.35 7.41 7.41 7.47 7.59 7.70 7.88 8.00 8.17 8.23 8.29 7.76 
1942 : 8.41 8.53 8.70 8.76 8.82 8.82 8.82 8.82 8.88 8.94 9.00 9.11 8.82. 
1943 : 9.11 9.23 9.29 9.41 9.47 9.53 9. 58 9.58 9.58 9.64 9.70 9.82 9.53 
1944 : 9.82 9.88 9.88 9.88 9.88 9.94 9.94 9.94 9.94 9.94 9.94 10.00 9.94 
1945 :10.00 10.00 10.10 10.10 10.10 10.10 10.10 10~10 10.20 10.20 10.20 10.30 10.10 
1946 :10.40 10.50 10.50 10.60 10.80 n.oo ll.6o 11.80 11.70 12.10 12.40 12.50 11.30 
1947 :12.60 13.00 13.30 13.50 13.40 13.60 13.50 13.80 14.00 14.10 14.20 14.40 13.60 
1948 :14.80 14.60 14.60 14.60 14.70 14.80 14.80 14.80 14.70 14.60 14.60 14.60 14.70 
1949 :14.60 14.40 14.50 14.60 14.40 14.40 14.30 14.30 

¥t ------- ----- ---
Parity price is the ~verage price received by fBrmers in the base period August 1909-July 1914 

*5·88 per 100 pounds) multiplied by the current index of prices paid by farmers including interest 
and tax rates. 

Y Simple average 12~nth data. 
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Livestock prioes per 100 pounds (except whero noted), marketb•gs and slaughter 
st!<tistioa, by species, Au•ust 1949, with comnorisona 

Item 

Cattle ar1d cttlves 
'i3'6ii7St;;;rs-s""iild""out of first hand: 

I Annual I 

11938-47 ..... 

Prious 

Jan.•Aug. 
1948 ' 1949 

1)0!, Dol. 

1948 
July 
DoL 

Aug. 
Dol. 

Julv 
--Dol. 

1949 

Chicago, Choice and Prble, ............. ,.: 16,19 34.32 26,92 38,72 39.48 27.02 28.01 
Good •••..•.••.••.••.••••••• ,, •.• : 14.73 31.35 26.00 36.44 36.02 25.96 26.50 
~edium .......................... : 12,88 27,38 22,89 30,83 29.15 23.46 23,06 
Common ••••••••••••.••••••••••••• : 10.73 22,82 20.26 22.84 22.89 19.27 18,20 
All grades •••••••••••••••••••••• ,--..ii<4f.,'ii6~6'"'· --;3<'ii..:..iiol:'6:::Jz~4t.!a,or'i_-_-_-...;"i3J6:;.f!3.c7;-_-_-__,-i3~5.:,. 2~2;--~2r:s:;. siier--;.26~.:.;z;;!ar----

All r,rades, Omaha •••••••••••••••••••••••• : 23.78 ~--~2~4~.~9~5--~2~5~.~1~s;:------
A11 grades, Sioux City ................... : 23,64 34.25 25,00 25,36 

Cows, Chicago, Good grade •••••••••••••••••• : 11.41 23,96 19,34 26,78 24,56 19,60 17.95 
Cows, Chicago, Cutter and Common];/ ....... ~: 8,29 18,36 16,01 19,52 19,01 15.68 14.31 
Vealers: Good and Choice, Chioago ••••••••• : 14,39 28,18 27,83 28.92 29,60 24,98 25.96 
Stocker and feeder steers, Kansas City ••••• : 11.97 26,61 22.33 28,25 27.40 20.62 20,06 
Average price received by farmers: 

Beef cattle, ..... ,., ... ,, ....... ,, ...... ,: 
Veal oalvee .•..•• ,, •. , ..•..• , .•.•.•• ,,.,.' 

Hog_• 
Average market price, Chicago: 

Barrows and gilts., •• , ... ,., ..... ,., ..... 1 

Sows ••••••••••••••••••••••• , ••••••••••••• : 
Average price received by fo.rmers: 

!logs ..................................... , 
Corn, oents per bushel ••.•.••..• ,.~., •.•• : 

Hog-corn price ratio (farm basis) ~ . : 
North Central Region ••••••••••••••••••••• : 
United States ••••• , ............. ,, ....... • 

Sheep and Lambs : 
La;nbs, Good and Choice slaugh., Chicago !/•: 
Feeding lambs, Good and Choice, Omaha •• ,,,,: 
~es, Good and Choice~ Chicago ••••••• ,,,,,,: 
Average ?rice received by fanners 1 

Sheep •.•. ,,, •.• ,,,, •• ,.,,,.,.,,., ••• •, ••• 1 

Lambs, ................................... : 
'!eat 
iihOTesale, Chicago 1 : 

Steer beet', oaroass (Gocd 500-600 lb.), .. : 
~omposite hog products (incl. lard) !( : 
Lamb carcasses (Good 30-40 lb.).,,,,,,,,,: 

B.L.S. index retail meat prices 6/ .......•• : 
BLS index wholesale meat prices "/ /., •• ,,,,: 
Index income of industria 1 workers 1935- : 

39 = 100 .................................. . 

10.86 
12.22 

13.07 
12.20 

12,38 
95,3 

14.4 
13.3 

14,02 
12.37 

6,35 

5,72 
11.88 

21.28 
21.39 
23,66 
124.3 

228.3 

22',82 
24.64 

24.08 
20.30 

23.11 
211.6 

11.1 
ll,O 

26.42 
4/21.99 
- 12.21 

9,84 
22,92 

49,89 
42.05 
49.96 
241.1 
256.9 

357,8 

20.i5 
23.81 

20.14 
16.51 

19.21 
120.4 

16,5 
16.0 

26.62 

11.13 

9,76 
23.31 

40.62 
35.66 
51.40 

224.0 

25.20 
26.40 

27.97 
22.93 

25.20 
202.0 

12.7 
12.5 

30.07 

11,64 

10.20 
26.10 

57.83 
44.10 
56.80 
263.0 
277,2 

361.2 

Liveatook Marketing and Slaughter Statiatios 
Unit 

lleat-animal marketings: 1 

Index numbers (1935-39 ~ 100) ••• 1 

Stocker and Feeder ohipments to 8 : 
Corn Belt States: : 
Cattle snd oe.lves.,.,.,,,,,,,, •• : Thous, 
Sheep and lambs ........... ,,, ... : Thoua, 

Slaughter under Federal Inspection: 
Number: 9/ : 

Cattl&."' •• ,,,,,,., •• ,.,, ••• ,,.,: Thou&. 
Calves .....•...•••..••••...••• : Tllous. : 
Sheep snd lambs ............... 1 Thous, 1 

Flogs ••• ,,,,,,,,,.,,,.,., •• , ••• 1 Thous. 
Percent sows are of hogs ••• ,,,, Percents 

Average live-weight: 
Cattle ••• , ••• , •• ,,, ••• ,, •• ,, •• : Pound 
Cfllves, .••..•• ,, ••••.• ,.,., •• ,: Pound 
Sheep and lambs •• , ••• ,, •• ,., •• 1 Pound 
ll<>!!:s;. , ••••• , • , ••••••••••••••• : Pound 

~'llat -';"J~oduotion: : 
':'-~"f .••••.•• , • , , , •• , , , •••••••• :Mil. lb.: 
'i?Hl.,.,.,.,,.,,.,.,,.,,.,, ... :Mil. lb,: 
LAmb and mutton ............... :Mil. lb,: 
Pork (excluding lard) ••••••••• :Mil. lb.: 

Stora~e stocks first of month: 
!l~ef ... , ... ,, ... ,,.,,.,,,, .. ,, :Mil. lb.: 
Y·•al. ......................... sun. lb. • 
La.11b and mutton., , , , , • , , , , , • , • :Mil. 1 b, 1 
Pork.,, ..... .,, ..... ,, .. ,,, ... :Mil. lb,, 
Total meat and meat products., :!411. lb. 1 

134 

11,943 
6,111 

19,541 
49,629 

942 
202 

90 
271 

5,972 
667 
807 

6,983 

130 

907 
826 

8,291 
4,489 
9,474 

29,167 
14 

946 
195 

95 
259 

131 

1,172 
1,128 

8,660 
"4,236 
7,666 

31,711 

10/983 
Io/.195 
10/ 94 
:!Y257 

4,143 .!2/4,680 
484 10/460 
416 lo/33'7 

4,272 107'4,530 

115 

138 
61 

1,046 
577 

1,195 
3,044 

32 

!125 
225 

90 
281 

505 
72 
50 

478 

83 
6 
8 

582 
779 

23.70 
26.60 

29.56 
25.36 

26.90 
191.0 

14.4 
14.1 

27.51 
25.97 
12.08 

10.20 
24.80 

57.78 
46.37 
51.75 
269.3 
279,6 

376.7 

121 

221 
229 

1,086 
569 

1,264 
2,440 

34 

929 
242 

92 
271 

524 
76 
53 

372 

71 
6 
9 

508 
686 

20.00 
22.40 

21.51 
16.65 

19,30 
125.0 

15,8 
15.4 

24.98 

9,16 

9,33 
22.80 

42.51 
36.17 
48.94 
234.4 
227.3 

119 

164 
144 

1,090 
501 
976 

3,165 
40 

964 
223 

90 
282 

676 
62 
41 

495 

74 
7 
7 

420 
612 

19.40 
22.10 

21.41 
17,86 

19.40 
118.0 

17,0 
16.4 

23.79 
22.66 
8,90 

8,89 
21.20 

43.95 
37,66 
49,20 

224.4 

8/ 

135 

384 
335 

1,232 
549 

1,126 
3,415 

.!Q/.967 
10/240 
10/ 92 
10/264 

10/657 
ro; 74 
10/ 48 
10/512 

68 
7 
7 

367 
547 

65 
7 
7 

278 
447 

I -
1/ Com,.,on until July 1939 wren chen~ed to Cutter end Common. 2/ Number of bushels of corn equivalent in value 
to 100 pounds of live ho~s. y Wooled lambs until June, when~-.,otation shifted to sprine; lambs._ y Avera~e of 
prices for January, February, l!orch, April, May ond August, 5 Co.lculo.ted from value of 71,32 pounds of fresh 
and oured ho~ products includin~ lard. 6/ 1935-39 = 100. z/ 926 = 100. ~Date for July ~nd Au~ust 1949 not 
avail•ble due to revision of SPries. ~1948-49 slo.u~hter excludes Hawaii And Vir~in IslAnds. 10/ Estimated 
t'rom weekly data, 
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Table 7.- Stock sheep: Number on farms January 1, 1867-1919 

Date. for ccver Pa.?,e 0Gtober 194_9~---"":"' ----~---
:11 Western: . : : . : :.!.1 Wes'+:ern:Ne.tive : it d .. 
•.States and:NtflttlYe :Texas 1/: Utnl~ed: YM.r :Gte.tes end: · :Texo.e 1/: Un e 

S S r St tes - States S D k • ·a c s. . ~ • a·v es . S D 1 • ... a ' , • • : • a • " • • = • • a c, • • • 
Year 

: t,ooo t,ooo t,ooo t,ooo: 1,ooo t,ooo ~1-,~oa~o~~i~,~a~o~o~ 
: ~ head head ~d_: :· ~- head head head 

1867 5, 341 
1868 5, 953 
1869 : 6,680 
1870 71227 
1871 7 I HS 
1872 8,459 
1873 91809 
18711 10,629 
1875 12,336 
1876 13 '206 
1877 H,OG9 
1878 13, 9G5 
18'19 • Hi,022 
1880 16,279 
1881 17,000 
1882 17' 607 
1883 17,836 
1884 l J.7 1 92 6 
1885 17,536 
1886 17 ,·148 
1887 17,276 
1888 ~ 17' 321 
1883 17,234 
1890 ] 7, 534 
1891 18,013 
1892 18 ,·~87 
1893 18,875 
189·1 19' 002 
1895 19' 592 
1896 19,886 
,1897 20,699 
)898 21,598 
1899 23,295 
1900 25 J 351 
1901 26,551 
1902 27 89 . ' 1 
1903 27,4.91 
1904 25,620 
1905 2·1,570 
1906 I 25,620 
1907 26,475 
1908 27,360 
1909 2 8,231 

37,586 
36,035 
31,485 
27 ,!~:95 
241498 
23,893 

·2311-373 
23,345 
22,501 
21 '753 
21,152 
21,791 
23,151 
241873 
26,:141 
26,112 
261899 
26,575 
25,461 
23,531 
21,791 
20,E40 
20,084 
20,112 
20,969 
21,441 
21,357 

. 20,598 
18,.497 
16,658 

. 15.403 
15,819 
16.849 
17, 29'1 
17.295 
113,170 
11,845 
14.,288 
13,810 
1·1, 3·~5 
HI 98f. 
16,635 
15,967 

2,070 
1,8?.0 
1,.72.7 
1,727 
1,820 
1,960 
2,100 
2,260 
~,100 
2,518 
2,896 
0,186 
3,505 
3,715 
(,230 
'1,8G4 
G,200 
6,600 
6,G20 
5,675 
5,150 
5,150 
5, 0117 
5,047 
4,900 
4,700 
4,335 
3,-814 
3,738 
3,065 
21789 
2,650 
2 J 5·.!- "1 
2,117 
2,?.80 
2' 135 
2,100 
2,000 
2,000 
2,000 
2,000 
2,100 
2,200 

44, 997: 1910 
43' 808 : 1811 
39,892: 1912 
36,149: 1913 
3<1,063: 1914 
34,312: 1915 
35,782: 1916 
36,234: 1917 
37,237: 1918 
37,477: 1919 
38,147: 1920 
38,!J·12: 1921. 
41,G78: 1922 
441867: 1923 
17.371: 1924 
t.18,883: 1925 
50,935:1926 
51,101: 1927 
19,620:1928 

28,770 
27,762 
?.5,842. 
25,055 . 
24,050, 
23,598' 
23,776 .. 
22,751 
23,270. 
23' 843' 
22,}.73; 
20,624, 
19,689 
l9,~'S2') 

: 19,508 
20,407, 
21,165 
22,137 

: . 23,942 
46,654: 1929 25,~~31. 

44121'7: 1930 26.02·1 t 
43,0ll: 1931 : 271252. 
42,365: 1932 : 26,702 
42,693: 1933 25,857~ 
43,882: 1934 26,001 ~ 
4~1,628: 19~$5 ': 24,770~ 
44,567: 1936 : 24,022 
13,414: 1937 22,890 
41,827: 1938 22,256 
39,609: 1939 22,620 
33,891: 1910 22.787 
40,097: 1911 23,360 
42,688: 1942 21,112 
45,065:-19o:l3 22,998 
1.1:6,126: 19111 t 21,060 
t.J:6,196: 1915 18,630 
4( ,4~)6: 19116 : 16 ,·440 
41,908:1947 : -h,6BO 
401110: 19t;,8 . 13,899 
·11,965: 1949?:!: 13 ,3J.9 
13,160: 
45,095: 
·17 ,098: 

15,979 
16,053 
1<:::, 830 
]3,288 
11,809 
10,·.1:25 
10,157 
10,292 
11,184 
11,917 
J 1' 795 
10,952 
10,026 

9, 787 
9. 726 

10,048 
10,120 
11,023 
11 '768 
121517 
13,249 
] 3 '719 
14,028 
14,002 
14 .. 184 
14,277 
1L1.179 
13,611 
]3,616 
J 3' 6 52 
14,104 
11,425 
14,902 
H,659 
13,093 
11,368 
10,029 

9,319 
6,186 
7,991 

2,190 
2,240 
2,300 
2,200 
2,200 
2' 2·10 
2,327 
2,200 
2,250 
2,600 
3,360 
3,850 
3,650 
3,490 
3,625 
'1,014 
4 '13·1 
4,607 
1.l:' 979 
5,630 
6,304 
6,749 
6,962 
7,4~4 

8,059 
7,092 
7.231 
8,750 
9,100 
9,191 
9,375 
9,656 

10,332 
10,:539 
10,117 
9,6ll 
9,130 
8,126 
7,395 
6,508 

46,939 
46,055 
42 J ~·72 
40,544 
38,059 
36,263 
36,260 
35,246 
33,704 
38,360 
37,328 
35,426 
33,365 
32,597 
32,859 
31,469 
35,719 
38,067 
40,689 
43, •181 
'-15, 577 
117,720 
47,682 
1'1,303 
·1:8. 2114 
-::.:6,139 
·15,·~35 

45,251 
·11' 972 
45,163 
·:1:6,266 
47,,141 
·19, :~ "6 
!~8, 196 
14,270 
39,609 
35,599 
32,125 
29,976 
27,818 

V'1l :Western Statfls, South Dakota and Texas 8.rE' r.~nera.lly considered the Western 
~heep States. · 
j Preliminary •. 
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