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Numbers of stock sheep have fluctuated
ireatly since 1867. Sharpest of all swings has
¢en the decline from 1942 to 1949, which took
?Um}?ers from -record highto record low in 7 years.
igt € expansion up to 1942, Texas played a lead-
: g tole. The last of all producing areas to reach
Stpeak’ Texas in 1942 has one-fifth of all United
ates sheep,
Declines since 1942 have been nation-wide.
e ey reercte.d lagging returns forlambs and wool
MPared with cattle, as well as advancing
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costs in sheep raising. During the decline in
prices of livestock and livestock products be-
ginning in mid-1948, prices of lambs and wool
held up a little better than those of other meat
animals. A change is appearing in numbers also.
Sheep and lamb slaughter in 1949, the smallest
in about 30 years, indicates that anumbers on
farms are. not being reduced so much as in other
recent years. Numbers at the end of 1949 may
be nearly or equally as large as at the beginning.
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Approved by the Outlook and Situation Board, Sept. 21, 1949
SUMMARY '

About one-fifth more meat was produced under Federal inspection
in August and early September this year than last year. In monthly
comparisons. with a year earlier, this was the largest increase in output
since October 1947, Slaughter of grain-fed cattle has continued high
for the seeson, slaughter of grass cattle has been rising, and hog
slaughter has expanded at a faster rate then is usual at this time of
year. The number of hogs slaughtered before October 1l this year may be
1 1/2 million more than would be indicated by usual relationships to
numbers saved the preceding fall,

Prices of meat animals generally showed steady to rising trends
through. mid-September. Primery factors in the price strength apparently
were the uwaual seasonal gain in demand as autumn approached, and the small
stocks of meat 1n cold storage. .

Prices of grain-fed cattle may not decline until later in the.year,
and then only moderately. Not much change 1s expected in prices of lower
grades of cattle, Prices of lambs are likely to go little if any lower
this year and to remain high relative to prices of other meat animals.

The seasonal decline in hog prices this fall may be only moderately greater
than the average drop of 18 percent, The decline may be less than would be
expected because the effect on prices of 15 percent more spring pigs is
being eased by early marketings of many hogs, slightly lighter average
slaughter weights, and prospects for a seasonal decline of cattle slaughter
toward the end of the year. Pork production in the 6 months beginning in
October may increase over a year earlier by only a little more than 10 per-
cent,

Meat consumption in the July-September quarter, usually the lowest
quarter In the year, is indicated at about 1l pound per person more than the
33.7 pounds consumed in the same 3 months of 1948, In the fourth quarter,
when production will be seasonally larger, consumption may. approach %0
pounds. This would be more than one pound above the 38,5 pounds in the same
quarter last year, Rates of consumption in the first half of 1949 were
below those & yeer earlier. Total 1949 meat consumption per person may
equal or slightly exceed the 146 pounds in 19h8

Less lamb and mutton will be consumed per person this year than in
_any year on record, and probably less than in any year since colonial days.,
Little change: is expected in stock sheep numbers in 1949 in contrast to
sharp declines in the last 7 years. Should numbers stabilize, several years
will elapse before supplies of lamb and mutton increase materially, Prices
of lambs are likely to hold relatively higher than prices of other meat
animals for a rather long period. Wool prices probably will stay compara-
tlvely lower than lamb prices but are likely to respond less to fluctuations
in general demand
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Meat Production Up; Livestock
Frices Strong $o Mid-Sepliembor

About one=fifth more meat was produced under Federal inspestion ip
August and early September this year than lasts In monthly comparisons
with a year earlier, this was the largest inorease in output since October
1947, It came about as slaughtor of grain-fad cattle continued large for
the season and more cattle off grass and more hogs were marketeds The
308,000 cattle slaughtered under Federcl inspection the week ended Sepe
tomber 17 was the most since the third week in January 1948 and 5 percent
abovo the came week of September 1948, Hog slaughter of 890,000 the veek
ended Septerber 17 was 32 percent above the same week lest years Itowever,
fewer calves, sheep and lambs were slaughtered in August and early Sep=
tember than in the ocorroesponding weoks of 1948,

Prices of meat animals were gonerally strong through mideSeptember,
Prices of the best grades of cattle rose more than $2450 por 100 pounds
in 6 weeks, and those of the poorer grades stabilized after declining
seasonally by about $5,00 per 100 pounds from June 1 to September ls Prices
of hogs remaincd near their eurly Aupust top and lamb prices fluetuatod in
& narrow range, ' :

Stable to rising prices probably were a rogponse to a seasonsl
strengthening of demand at the boginning of autwmn, shd to the small holding
of meat in cold storages Last year nnd in many years, slzable stocks of
meat were sold out of storame in Augnst and Septembors This year, stocks
on August 1 wore 20 perccent smallor than a year bofore, Thd reduction
during August was 37 percent under that in August last yeer, and again in
September less ment is likely to Lo sold from storago than in the compo=
rable month of 1948,

Supplies of beof the rest of this year will be influented on the
one hand by the prospective larger number of grainefod cattle, and on the
other hand by the fewer grass cattle, that will be slaughtered this year
compared” with lasts Moro cattle have been fod this year than ln 19483 on
August 1, the increase in the number on feed in the Corn Bnolt was 24 per-
conte Consoquently, slaughter of grainefed cattle this fall will exoced
that of last yoares How many grass cattle will go to slaughter will be
governed 1ainly by tho number of cattle put into food lots, since sale of
two=way cattle as feeders romoves thom from the immodiste supply for
slaughters The most likely prospect is that cattle slaughter will have
less of a seasonal peal this fall ‘than usual and that the total number
slaughtered in the last monthis of the year will be slightly smaller’ than
in the same period of 1948, Sinco weights per head will be heavier, boof
production may Le as large or sliphtly larger than in late 1348,

Pork production will increase seasonally in the next few months as
more hogs are markotod frqm the pig orop of last springe That orop was.
15 porcent larger than the spring crop of 1948, HNumbers slaughtered
through the ontire marketing season will be up about proportionatolye



Seasonal Deoline 35
Hog, Prices BExpectéd

"It almost every year, prices of hogs have declined during the fall
monthse ‘The averagé roduction in prices of barrows and gilts at Chicago
hes beon 18 percent, Cause for this seasonality is the bunching of
farrowings in March end April, which results in e psak run of hogs to
. market about December, ‘ :

The increased numbor of hogs to be slaughtered this fall would

. ordinarily result in. censiderably moro than the average 18 porcont’ rem
duction in hog prices, Howevor, based on the factors listed below, tho
-most likely prospect for this year is a prico docline only a little more
than 18 percent, o : . B

(1) Part of the increase in the pig crop has already boen absorbed
by unusually large marketings in late summer, & time of scasonally short
meat supplics and high prices, The earlier marketings probably provented
prices of hogs from rising as much this past summer as they othcrwise -
would, but the price decline to come will be correspondingly moderatcds

Following the early farrowings last spring, market datos were moved
up for sows as well as for barrows and gilts, Marketings of sows bégan
carlier than usual, reached tholr pcak two weeks ahead of last year, and
by August declined rapidlys Market reports for late August and September
have shown & smaller proportion of sows than last years The number -of
barrows and gilts slaughbored under Foderal inspection in August and Sepe=
tomber may total 35 percent or moro over last yeare Slmughter of about
6 million barrows end gilts in those two months included porhaps le¢5 mile
lion that normaelly would be slaughtored aftor October 1ls Slaughter in the
months beginning with October will therefore be 1,5 million short of the
usual expectation based on the size of the spring pig crops

(2) Hogs are coming to market at lighter weights this yoar than
“lasty Recently, many hogs under 200 pounds have arrived at contral markets,
and all barrows and gilts received at 7 loading midwestern markets in early
September averaged only around 210 pounds, more than 15 pounds lighter than
& yoar oarliere The influx of light hogs may indicate that hog producers
have oxpectcd a sevare price drop later, and it ray also represont a hedging
operation in which many producers have planned to space théir markotings

50 as to minimize losscs. from any price breake Apparently, more producers
than usual have followed the practice this ycar of sorting out from thoir -
hords the first hogs to roach market woights, and sending them to an oarly,
high-price market, ' -

Slaughter weights of hogs are oxpected to inorease soasonally in
woeks ahoad, but to reomain below thosc of corresponding datos in 1948,
The differonce may harrow somowhat and average less than the 15 pounds
rocently provailing, especially if the price decline for hogs this fall
is modoratos
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Any differsnce in weights will affect the total output of pork and
lard, and thus will indirectly have a bearing on hog prices. Calculationg
can be made, for example, on an estimate that all logs slaughtered commer-
cially this fall and winter will average 2-3 pounds less pork yield per
head than a year earlier and that slaughter of about 1,5 million head shift.
ed to August and September. On these assumptions, pork production from
October through next March would be about 11 percent larger than in the
same 6 months last winter, even though 15 percent more pigs were saved in
the spring of 1949 than of 19,8, 1 '

(3) Some price strength has appeared in fats and oils. . Sharing in
it, the price of lard has advanced, Refined prime steam lard in l-pound
cartons at Chicago rose to 16 3/l cents per pound the week of September 10
from 1, % cents in June., A smaller supply of soybean oil this fall and
winter than last will partially offset the greater output of lard. If
lard prices should hold much of their recent gain, they would be.a favorable
though small factor in the outlook for hog prices. Each one cent per pound
of lard is equivalent to 15 cents in the value of products obtained from per
100 pounds of hogs. ,

(4) The reduction of cold-storage stocks of meat in late summer pro-
bably tempered the seasonal rise in hog prices. Therefore, the percentage
drop in prices in ensuing months also will be less than it might have been,

(5) Production of beef is expected to decline seasonally late in the
year from the relatively high levels of spring and summer.

(6) Some pick-up has recently been reported in business activity.
- If it. should persist, consumer demand for meat will remain strong and could
increase in months ahead, -

These Iactbrs make it more likely that the supply’of hogs expected
this fall will be marketed at higher than support prices, which, on the
basis of barrow and gilt prices at 7 Mid-west markets, will decline from
$18.50 for most of September to about $14.75-$15.00 in December. Never-
theless, it must be recognized in an outlook for hog prices that more hogs
will be slaughtered this fall than in any peacetime year in history. No
peacetime experience is available for gauging the capacity of demand to
utilize the quantity of pork that will be produced this year.

Meat Consumption Higher in Second
Half of 1949 than a Year Earlier

Meat production in the July-September quarter will total substantially
larger than that of a year ago., The increase will more than offset smaller
imports and will provide a somewhat higher rate of meat consumption for the
slightly larger United States population. Consumption per person in those
three months this year probably will total about 1 pound more than the
33.7 pounds consumed in the same months of 19,8,

Consumption in the fourth quarter may be up 1l-1} pourds from the
3845 pounds per person consumed in the same quarter of last year, Rates©
consumption were lower in the first 6 months of this year than in 1948, bub
with the increases expected in the second half, total consumption per person
for 1949 may equal or slightly exceed the 146 pounds consumed in 1948.
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Export Controls Romoved
From All Mogts

All romaining cxport controls on meat animals and meat woro removed
offective August 264 Spocific oxport liconscs are no longor requircd for
livo cattlo, hogs and shcep end odiblo moat products, which now may be sont
abroad to any country under gencral liconso authority,

Changos Mado in Hog
Prico Support Mothod

Hog pricos will be supportod so as to maintain tho United Statos
average prico roccivod by farmers at spocifiod monthly support lovols,
in caso support operations should bo roquircd this fall and wintore This
chango was announced by tho Departmont of Agriculturc on Soptombor 13
Tho How mothod diffors from tho previous plan of supporting pricos at
wookly support lovols for ‘individual markets. Announcoments of support
prices will horoaftor namo both the national averago support lovel for
cach month and wcokly guides for tho average of prices at 7 Midwost markols,
'Tho guidos will not bo considorod as spocific support lovols, but will sorvo
as a moasurc of thce suppert oporations nceded from wock to weok to follow
the scasonal pattern of support priccs. Tho now plan will mako possiblo a
bottér allowanco for regional variations in priccs that occur from time to
timoe Support oporations, should thoy bocomo nccossary, will bo conducted
to achicvo the national average support prico for coach month and also, so
far as practical, to hold prices by arcas in the usual relation to tho
national avorago.

As boforo, prico supports will be basod on 90 porcont of parity as
of March 15 and Soptombor 15, and will vary scasonally in lino with usual
scasonal tronds in pricess. Tho national averagoe support lovel for farmors!
pricos of hogs in Soptembor is $17,70 per 100 pounds, and tho wookly support
guidos for 7 Midwost markcts aro $18.50 until Soptombor 24 and $18425 in
the last wook of tho month, During October and November thoy arc schoduled
to dooroasc at about 40 conbs por vocke Monthly lovols and weokly guides
for Octobor to March will bo announcod about Octobor 1l Thoro has bcen no
announcemont of a support program for the period aftor noxt March,

If support oporations are nocessary this £all and vintor, thoy will
bo made “through purchascs of pork and pork products from fodorally inspoctod
Packors, Livo hogs will not be purchascd for prico supports

Moot Exports Down, Imports
Up! EE Fiscol 1949

Moat imports into the Unitcd States woro doublod and oxports halved
In fiscal yoar 1948-49 comparod with tho preceding yoare Final data show
that tho chango took placc mainly during calondar yoar 1948, whon moat proe
duetion in this country doclined following tho small 1947 corn crop and

imports from Cannda oxpondod fost whon that nation liftcd its wmrtime cxport
controls, o

‘ In 1949, trends in foroign trado have again rovorsod, as oxports
8vo incrcaged and imports decrcascda ‘

Dota for shipments of meat worc made slightly nonecomparablc whon
Foports of shipments to Alaska and Hawaii wore discontinuod on April 1, 1948,
T§0 data of table 1 are prosontod so as to mako it possiblo calculato totals
wnm_and without tho Alaska=Hownil shipmonts.
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Table 1 .~ United States foreign trade in meat, by quarter-years, fiscal years 1945 and 1949

Carcass weight equivalent

Item N

Fxports and ehipments o territories 1/

Beef
Commercisal export8..cceieececaces
Commercial shipments: Puerto
Rico and Virgin Islands..c.....
Alaska and Hawalieeooroanoorsee
USDA exports and shipments,...ces
Total _3/-.-00-.---'----000.0
Veal
Cmercia'l prortﬂs;o--ctntonoooo
Commercial shipments: Puerto
Rico and Virgin Islands..ccovee
. Alasks and Hawaliecooceoorennsns
USDA exports and shipments.......
Total _S/oo-on{uvvu-oc-ono--c
Lamb and mutton

0 s B8 43 0 o8 a2 e b 26 ee s es 0e ¢ 46 owolee o8 ve os

Commercial eXportScccccscrescssne ¢

Commerclal shipments: Puerto
Rico and Virgin Islandsecsscscee.
Alasks and Bawaii.cccoveeooonce

USDA exports and shipmentSeseecse

Total 3/cevecosesnscancscens
Pork excluding lard

Commerocial erport!o.........n...

Commercial shipments: Puerto
Rico and Virgin IslandS.ececsse
Alasks and Hawalieeevovvocococee

USDA exports and shipmentSeeeecss

Total 3/ cecenvescssnsecscane
A1l meat

cm‘ro&‘} Ozportﬂatoc'uooocaootc.

Commercial shipments: Puerto
Rico and Virgln I!land‘acuooooo
Alaska and H&“iio'n-oo-oo--.-o

USDA exports and shipmentsic..e.s

Total yniooov-nccouoonwuc;o

Beef................‘.'.'.'.......‘.
VO&l.....-....-n...n.no...--.-.n
Lamb mdm“ttonaco-ocalaooano"0-0000
Pork excluding lardesscecsscesscsces

All meatecsesocescrsesssancnacansnse

o e

1947-48 : —1946-49 —
July-; Octe.~: Jan.-: Apr.- Ye s July-3 Octe-: Jan.-: Apr.-; ——
Swh;Dw.:Mu.;me- ®8r . Sept.: Dec. : Mar. : June , I¢er
Wi, Wi, WiT,  Wil. ~ WII,”: Wil. Wil. Wil. Wi, WI—
1by. 1lbs. 1lbg 1bs 1by s 1lbg. - lbye lbys 1bs.. 1b,
64,6 16,6 5.7 3.1  79.8: 5.6 3.7 3.6 3.9 15
1.9 1.6 1.4 1.3 6.1: 1:; 1;; 1:; 1.4 5.5
6.6 4.2 4.8 2/ 3/14.5: 2 2 2/ 2 2
) 0 o 0. 0: 0 0 0 0 -é
61.9 22,2 11.9 4.4 100.4: 6.6 5.6 4.8 6.3 22,3
. - ] . )
5.6 1.7 0.7 0.3 8,3 0.2 0.6 0.4 0.4 1.8
_ o ‘
0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0udt 0.1 0,1 0ol 0. 04
0.6 0,35 0.4 2/ 3M1.2: 2 2/ 2 o
0 0 ) 0 0: o "o 0 0 0
6.2 2-1 1-2 0.4 9092 003 0.7 005 0.5 2.0
4.3 1,6 1.3 10,2t 0.2. 1.0 0.4 0.3 1,9
‘ v | el He?
0.1 4/ 04 o_.}, 5/ 0.3: ,o:} »: % o:} 0.1 Oj
0.5, 0.3 0.4 2/ 3/1.00 2 ‘ 2 2 2
: 0 0 0 0 ot "0 70 0 0 0
H 4,7 3.3 2.1 l.4 11.6: 0.8 1,0 0.5 0.4 2.2
$ 1 . :
: 12,86 11.1 111 8.8 43, 6: 6.4 8.5 10.6 19.4 44
] . . -
t 12,1 4.9 6.9 523 32, 74 é:} ijs ?:; 9.1 32,7
: &7 4.8 6,0 .2/ 3/16.0: 2 2/ 3 2 2
: 0 .0 0 0, o: ‘"o 7o 0 4.4 4
: 29.4 20.5 24,0 17.6 91,3: 12,1 17,7 19.3 82.9 82.0
H : : Co
: 77.0 32.3 19,1 13,6 141.9: 12,4 13.8 15,0 24.0 66.2
3 ' . : :
: 14,2 6.6 8.5 10.3 Jse.s: sj 11_.} ‘10_.} 10,7 ssé;
: 11.0 9.1 11.6 2/ 3/31.7) .2 2/ 2 2
: 0 0 0 0 0: 0 "o "o 44 44
1 102.2 47,9 39,2 23,8 213.1: 19,8 26,0 26,1 39.1 108.6
H : .
: Imports . .- ) B—
P 17.3  40.8 42,1 68,1 -158.3°114.6" 126.1  B2.6  86.7 3920
: .i/_ %/ T4 0.1 0,1 1.9 3L . 0.3 1.2 65
: z/ z/ 0 0 4/ 1.4 15 01 0.1 3l
! 0.2 0.2 . 04! 4/ 0.4 0.2 0.5 1l
: 17,3  40.8 42,3 58.4--'158.8f 13779 18141 - 63,2 40.5 3427

1/ Does not include shipments for military oivilian feeding.

v

Lou than 50,000 pounda.

Shipments to Alaska and Hawail not reported beginning April 1948,
Beginning April 1948, total does not inci'ude shipments to Alaska and Hawuii.
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Tablg 2 += Number of sheep and lambs on farms January 1, number slaughtered, lamb crop, liveweight

- of farm production, and dressed weight of lamb and mutton produced,
1900 to date 1/

.

- :  Number January 1 : Lambg saved : Live welght of ferm : Nubes :Prod. of lamb and

: H B : producti on 3/ ; Samoer :mutton (carcass weight

All sheep, Ewes one |, i Percent - " Tor hoad slaugh~ ui 1ent)
Yoar ¢ . : : ¢ Poer head : equiva

. and , year end , Number , of ewes. 6 ..., : on farms : tered Tor -

lambs : older : 3. : : Jan. 1 ¢ ?-/ Quantity : person

+ - 1,000 1,000 1,000 Million 1,000 Million

: head _ _head head Percent _pounds Pounds head pounds  Pounds
1900 : 48,105 . ) 12,000 493 6.5
1901 : 49,101 ) . 13,200 548 7.1
1902 | & 49,236 13,700 564 7.1
1903 'z 47,536 - . 13,800 563 7.0
1904 : ‘45,458 o o B 13,100 £38 6.6
1906 : 43,825 N ) . . - 13,100 630 6.4
1006 : 45,525 . ) . 13,800 543 6.4
1907 : 47,260 B ) 13,799 663 6.4
1908 " : 48,196 : : .. 14,200 569 6.3
1900 : 60,795 ' ' 1,272 . 25.04 15,464 . 608 6.7
1910 -+ 50,239 o ; 1,160 22.89 15,332 597 6.4
1911 : b0,556 1,128 22.31 18,127 ‘ 693 7.3
1912 : 47,897 1,276 26,62 19,131 735 (8
1913 : 44,652 1,187 26,68 18,376 7086 7.2
1914 43,089 1,271 29,60 18,0386 893 7.0
1915 :. 40,613 - 1,264 30,95 15,676 = 606 5.9
1916 : 40,010 . 1,118 27.94 16,160 © 586 5.7
1917 ¢ 38,886 ' : 1,126 28.96 12,128 .. 463 - 4,5
1918 : 39,664 : . 1,238 3.21 13,229 _ 506 | 4,8
1919 : 41,876 . , 1,143 27,30 16,784 590 5.6
1920 ¢ 40,743 ' 926 22,73 13,984 538 5.0
1921 :* 39,479 . ) 1,148 29,03 16,742 639 6.9
igg; : 36,922 1,080 29,256 14,373 653 6.0

: 36,803 : . . 1,253 34,06 15,146 588 5,2
%24 . 37,139 24,982 21,763 87 1:459 39:28 15:578 697 5.2
1926 : 38,543 26,997 22,196 85 1,508 39,13 ¢ 15,430 603 6.1
1926 : 40,363 ;. 26,876 - 23,958 89 1,609 39,88 16,444 639 5.4
1927 : 42,415 - 28,338 24,460 86 1,684 39.23 16,113 629 5.2
1828 : 45,268 30,206 268,559 88 1,773 39.18 17,076 663 5.6
1929 . 48,381 32,464 26,903 83 1,823 37,68 17,483 682 5.6
1830 : 61,566 34,614 29,467 86 1,965 38.11 21,125 8256 6.7
1831 . 53,233 36,614 31,667 86 2,062 38,55 23,138 886 7.1
1932 : 53,902 37,096 29,986 . 81 1,829 33,93 23,063 884 7.0
1933 : 53,054 37,012 29,768 80 1,860 36,06 21,848 852 6.7
193¢ : 53,503 37,042 30,433 | 82 1,911 35,72 21,800 861 6.7
1936 . 51,808 ~ 356,286 27,813 79 1,835 35.42 22,000 8177 6.9
1936  : 51,186 - 35,586 29,762 84 1,862 36.22 . 21,566 854 6.6
1937 : 50,848 34,574 29,170 84 " 1,932 38.00 21,455 852 - 6.6
1938 : 51,063 34,710 30,420 88 2,038 39,91 22,423 897 6.9
329 : 51,348 34,833 29,913 86 2,029 . 39,61 21,614 872 8.6
]04? + 52,107 - 36,707 31,082 87 2,101 40.32 21,671 876 6.6
1'542 : 53,920 36,419 32,610 90 2,251 41,75 22,309 923 6.8
Lod5 ot 56,213 . 87,361 32,312 86 2,313 "41.16 25,585 1,042 T.7
Toag 3 66,160 - 37,303 30,924 83 2,108 38,22° . 27,078 1,104 8.0
loas 50,782 . 33,991 28,6842 ‘84 . 1,938 38,16 25,355 1,024 7.4
\otg | 46,520 - 31,280 27,042 86 1.'912 41,10 24,639 1,054 7.6
loar | 42,436 27,680 24,540 89 1,763 .+ 41,54 22,814 970 6.8
1943 ¢ 37,818 25,048 22,082 88 1,579 41,75 18,768 802 5.5
1949 34,827 . 23,408 - 20,011 85 1,407 40.40 17,630 753 6.1

% 51,963 - 21.856 18, 906. 87 - S

o es ae

1

.2/ Some series not aveilable for all years,

3. L Percentage crop."

7{/ ive weight added to sheep and lambs on farms end ranches during year,
° tal slaughter (commeroial and farm).
Prel iminary,
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SHEEP AND LAMBS

1949 élﬂbw Low {or Lamb
and utton Consumption

In the first 8 months of this year, 7.7 million shoop and lambg
wore slauvbtﬂrod undcr Foderal inspoctions This numbor is small by all
comrarisons, It is 19 percont bolow the slaughtor in tho samec 8 monthe
of last ycar and scarccly moro than onceholf thce rocord slaughter in tho
comparable poriod of 1943,

Evon should slaughtor averago closo to last yoar In tho months
romaining, total 1949 output of lawb and mutton (from all slaughter, ine
cluding farm) probably will not oxcocod 600 million poundse ILast yoar
753 millicn pounds wero producod, 1943 production wns 1,104 millions, and
output hag not becon as small as 600 million pounds sinco 1925, Sinco tho
populationh has grown, tho rato of consumption of lamb and mutton por porson
this yoar, cstimatod at 4.0 pounds, will bo tho lovest sinco rodords bogan
in 1899 Tho chancos aro that it is tho smallost consumption sinco carly
colonial days,

Tho somo story of doclinos and now lows can be told for shodp
numbcrs,s On Janvary 1, 1949, 32,0 million hcad of shcop and lambs.woro
on farms and ranchos, o numbcr composcd of 278 million stock shoop and
442 million shcop =nd lambs on fcod for markects As rocontly as January 1,
19472, theoro woro 5642 million shoop and lambs in the country, Tho 1942
numbcr vas a rocord high, whoroas this ycor's numbcer was a rocord lowe
Tho roduetion of 43 porccnt botwecon tho two ydars wms the largost ovor
for any c¢lass of livostoek in a Teycar poriods In 1867, the first yoor
of annual rocords, whon the Unitod Statos population wms only 25 pcroeont
of that in 1949, thcro wore 4643 million shocp in the country; almost
onow=half moru than in 1949, Stated anothor way, thoro is now only ono
shoop por & porsons, vwhorcas in 1867 thoro woro morc shcop than peoplos
Theso figuros raiso a quostion as to vhat is tho futurc of thc shoop .
industry in Amorican agriculturc,

Shoop raising in tho Unitcd States, as in most othor countrios,
started as a fronticr occupations It followed the advanco of tho frontior,
pushing wostwerd from the Atlantie, and lator castward from tho Pacifiocs
Its movomont was gonorally into lands that woro loss woll adaptod to othor
agriculbural cnternriscs, but vhon other ways of using those lands wore
dcvoloped tho industry again moved to placos whoro thero was loss oompOs
tition for tho uso of tho lande Rocords over tho 83 yoars ocommoneing in
1867 show that stock shocp numbers in all States oast of the M1ssissippi
hit thoir poak somctime boforc 1870, Numbors in tho throo Pacifioc Statos
(combincd) woro lorgest in 1877, Tho advancing datc for highost numbors
in groups of Statcs anpoar in table 33 for Now Moxico and Arizona, 1t wons
183833 Nobraska, Konsas, and Oklehomn, tlso 18833 iontann, Vyoming, and
Colorado, 19093 Idaho, Utah and Novada, 1219; North and South Dakote,
1942; und Toxas, 1943,
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The last expansion in tctal United States shesv numbers nradominently
reflected the expansion in Texas., Numbers in thet State tegan to fincrease
in about 1919 when the 2.6 million read there were only 6 percent of the
national total, DBy 1943, Texos had 10.8 million, which were 20 nercent of
United States numbers. As Texas numbers sontracted after 1943, Umited States
numbers also fell, Yowever, the 1942-49 downtrend was bv no means restricted
to Texas. It was virtually country-wide. '

The history of the mieration of the sheep~reising industry vms
rourhly similar to that of the recedins frontier, as sheev shared with
crttle in verying provortion each new farmineg end range eres that was
openrd up.  But since there are no more frontiers, the future of sheep
raising will depend in large measure on how effeetivelv sheen cen comvetbe
with other enterprises for land and labor in established farminz and ranch-
ing areas. ' - : '

In the eastern or "native" pert of the country, sheeo compate with
verious sgricultural enternrises. In many of the mountain and hill sections
-of Virginia, West Virginin, Kenbtucky, and Tennessec, they are sn alternative
choice with cattle for nesture land., In Okio, where sheen-reising has loug
been nh important industry, sheep ~re often on enterorise cerried on
supplementary to major ectivities ar a wev to use resources the* otherwise
would be wested. Sheev in that state comnete loss for land than for the
farmer's labor, nerticularly ot lembin~ scoson,’ 4= o “ropd senernlization,
so long as there is a fairly strone demand for:the major ferm oroducts of
“the east and production of thosz nroducts is aided by continnous advanees
in mechanization, sheep will occuov s small and in some vlaces nerhaps a
shrinkine place in farm orpenization. Only o depression and lovecost farm
labor would vield much incentive to an exransion in sheen raisine there,

Trends in the West are by far the morc sienificesnt to the United
States shecp industry. It is hard to mske accurate gerorsl observetions on
the position of sgheen raising in the agricvlture of that rerion of range,
dry farming, and irrigntion. For some sress, sheev hnve nntural advantares
over cattle. Traditionsllv, n she:n ig recarded ns nhle to Iatten whore a
cow will starve. &s o rrozer of poorsr, rougher, and sometimes hirsher lands
than ere accentable for any other domestic snimel exceot gosts, sheev doutbt-
lessly will remain in the erazinz arenss to which thev sre esnecially well
sulteds Some lands nr: not adswted to sheep beccuse of wat soils or very
coerse forape, 10st arces, however, are sebtisfactorv for both cheev and
cattle, and over much of the west comnetition is grest bebtwson the two,

Sheep ranching rcquires meny acres of lend for even the smeller herds.
If labor reguirements wera very small, so that a low lebor cost could sccomnany
the usc of insxwsnsive 1nng, thn position of the sheev industry wonld seldon
b challonred. But shero derrnd considershle csre, For vrotection arainst
Predetory arimals, shearine, 1smbine~, dip~in~, srnd other servicos, shuep
requiras much labore. In most of the West the comsbtant nttention of a shecp-
herder must be previded for bends which rove over vide aress, while crttle
8ré run in fenced areas without close svpervision., Only in Toxas aro shoop
comnonly erazed on fenced leonde, ‘

Cost studies indiente tha*t cost of labor rdds considersbly to current
Operatine costs ‘n the sheep indvstry, Irebo» cost =nd totsal current costs
e larger relative to investment for shecp then for cettie., Iv a normal
{ear eurrent receiovts src lesrrer too, The rolstivaly smallsr investment but

"Tger current costs and receivts for shoep commered with esttle illustrate
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the greater sensitivoness of tho shoop industry to changos in wapge ratos
and in pricos of both commoditlus bought and products solds y

A shortage of skillcd labor wos a partial couso of tho big doeline
in sheop numbors after 1942, Opporbunitics in othcr farming end in
Industry lurcd many shecop horders from thoir loncsomo and aofton lowe=paying
occupatione - With the vealth of rosources in this country and genorally -
high rewards to labor, it is likoly that shcop herders will rorain compars-
tively scarco oxcept in times of vconomic doprossions ’

"It is not possiblc to say that shocp aro more or loss profitablo than
cattle, boeauso tho comparison is difforont for practically overy local
condition and overy farmer or ranchore Insofar as it has boon possiblo to
reasuro conditions that aro oqually favorablo to both eattlo and eheop,
studivs have indlcated that not roturns over many ycars have averaged obout
tho same for tho two industricss A study sunmariszing data for Montana, in
vhich nct roturns as ront to land wero wscd as the moans of comparison,
roports the conclusion that "whon comparcd for a long poriod, cattlc and
sheop ranching arc ablc to carn almost oxactly as high an income to land.,,",
But thero havo boon morled varistions in portioular poriodse "Somotimes
the cattloman is moro prosporous and able to bid higher for ranges othor
times tho advantago is with tho shocpmane” 2/

In many arcas during tho last fow years, tho adventago has définitoly
rostcd with the eattlomane During tho inflationary surge at the boginning
of World "far II and espocially afiir its cad, pricos of lamb and wool ad=
vancod loss than tho price of bocfs In 1948, Good lamb carcasscs sold ot
vholesalo at Chicago for 286 porcent of the 1937-41 average, whilo Good
stocr carcasses brought 311 perecnt of tho prownr averages This differcnco
oceurrcd dospite tho sharp reduction in output of lamb and mutton. It
oxemplifics, however, not a discount for lamb in tho postwar voriod but tho
tradltionally smallor varintion in price of lamb tian of othcr moatse Ono
recason the pricc of lamb roso logé aftor tho 1930's is that it -had fallon
loss during those depresscd yoars, roesulbing in o highor basc for later
conpaYisocls,

Tho pricc of wool rosc substantially less in rocont yoars than 4id
pricos of moatse The price of finc wool at Boston in 1948 vias only 162 pore
cont, and 3/8 blood 139 porcont, of the prownr averagos Wool is priced moro
larcely on o world markot tiwn aro most other livostock producta. During tho
laticr part of tho war and later it was in abundant supply, and vos fot af=
fected much by tho ponural commoedity price inflation in {hisc countrys ool
priccs in’ tho United States have usually ropresontod tho world prico plus )
tariff or, rccently, thc domestic suprort price, whiochever has bcon highor e/

1/ Yor comparctive cost datn soo ileHs Savndorson and DWW, Chittendon,’ "oattlo
Eanching in iMontana™ Mont-ua Stato Collcge Agric, Exps Stats Bule 341, 1937?
Helle Saundcorscn and Louis Vincke, "Thd Economics of Rango Shoop Production if
Hentena®, liontana Stato College Agrice Expe State Bules 302, 1935+ AcFe Vass
¢nd Harry Poarson, "Profitable Systems of Farm rnd Ranch Orpanizations £0F
Cortain Aruns in Tyoming", Wyoming Agrice Bxte Scre Cire 560, 1925 (Ceges
ppe 48 and 55)4 larion Clawson, “Effcet of Changing Prices upon Inoomo to
Land from Cattlo and Sheep Ranching, as Illustrated by Data” for Montanhy
1910=1936%, Thatted 3tatos Burvau of Agricultural Economics, 1939 (mimcos)s
y Clawsor, Ops cite, pe 13s ' )

§/ During the war, customary machincry for sctting a vorld prico wns ‘
incifceetives The administcred prices novertholess rofloctod Lo some dogrod
tho world conditions in wool supplivs nd domonde
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LAMBS: PRICE RECEIVED BY FARMERS AND
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Aftor the vmr, sheep raisers found that sale of sheop and lambs was
more important as a source of income thon it had beon before, and salo of
wool lcss soe Salos of wool were the source of 13 percent of the incomo
of shcep producers in the native sheop States in 1948, compared with 25 pors=
cont in V37«41, In the westsrn States, the porcontage roeceived from’
wool was down to 28 porcont in 1948, as apainst 42 poreont in 1037~%4le The
differcnces from prownr camn about in part from the additional salos of
stock as hords werc rcduccd, but also in part from the lower weol priccgs

Hore rocontly, the pricos of lamb and wool have improved rolative
to beofe During the general reduction of mcat prices beginning in midwl948,
prices of lamb held up bnst and have boon high relative to prices of othor
rnecatse As world and United Statos stocks of wool have becon rcduced, the
prices of most grades of wool havo rison and average priccs recoived by
United States producers have hold above tho support price of about 42 contse

In 1948, 17,5 million shceop and leambs were slaughtored and Janunry
inventorics were roduced 249 million heads This year, total slaughter is
cxpcoted to be about 14 million hoade Tho smallor sloughtor partly roe
prosents a rcduction in the lemb crop of l,1 million hoad or 6 porcent .
Howevor, it also shows that herds aro being reduced less this year than
laste It iz possible, in faot, that inventorics vill be substantially
the samo at the end of 1949 as at the beginnings This outoome is mosd
likcly if a rather large proportion of shesp and lambs marketod this fall
&ro put on foeds

Should sheep numbers increaco in the noxt fow ycars, several yeoars
would olapso before any meterial inercasc in prodnetion of lanb and nution
could ocoures Lamb and mutton will continue roiatively scarcce Iricos of
lambg probably will romain high a comparcd to olher moat animolse
Llso, if thero should bo major fluctuations in genoral avcrage pricos of
meat animals duc to changes in domand, the exporicnce of thc 1030%s indie
cates that prices of lambs would change less than tiinso of othor livestooks

-In such event, the price of wool also would probebly fluetuato less than
roat priccss Prescnt support legislation probably would provent any

groat reduction, Tho shcop industry is not a scurce of hig roturns during
& buom, but ncithor is it alvays as scnsitive to rccessions .

Future lovels of shcep numbcrs cannot bo forctold with acouracys
If the bottom to tho pmst decline is rcached this year, a slow oxpansion
may occur in 1950 and later yearss Any imrprovomont’ In cemparative costs
or roturns will encourage its growths Novortholess, +here is littlo
possibility of a roturn to-the numbors of 1942, An intonsive oxaminction
of the compobitive position cof shoop and cattle in various westorn arcas,
ospocially vhero the rango is bost adapted to shoep, is necossary hofore
on adoquate appraisal of prospects for shcop numbors can be mados é/

ﬁy'Such a study has boen in progress under the rescarch program of Rogoarch
and Markcting Acte
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Table § .- Average prioce per 100 pounds recsived by fermers for lembs, United States, by months,

August 1209 to date

Ve f Jan. ' Peb, ' Mar, ¥ apr. P oWay f June : July .’ Auge f Sept.; Oet. | Nov, ; Dec. f EEE.
Rt T 1s Y w18 0 16 16 | 16 ; % .15 16 16 16 1/‘
TTo)ly el Tol.  Dol. Dois DoTl. Dol Del. Dol Dol, "~ Del. DT, Tor~
1909 : - - - - - - - 5,83 5.48 £.29 b5.34 5.50 -
1910 ; 6.13 6.58 6.86 7,32 7,07 7.03 8457 5.76 5.81 65.84 5,48 5.41  6.16
1911 : §.62 5.37 5.32 6.62 5.656  5.47 5.35 5.35 .01 4.76  4.68 4,92 5,17
1912 :.5.19 5.i9 5.43 6.03 6.39 6.13 . 5.88 567 6,52 5.42 5.46 5.76 5,62
1613 . 6,13 6.46 6.68 6.73 6.57 6.33 8,11 5.753 5.60 B.52 B.76 - 5,90 5,99
1914 . 6.24 6.22 6,35 6,57 6.58 6.57 6.70 6,43 6.28 6.08 6.29 .- 6.48 6.38
1915 . 6.58 8,69 7.08 7,47 . T.63 7.67 7.28 6.79 6.82 6,77 6.86 7.06 6,98
1916 : 7.39 7,92 8,35 8,70 8.61 8.63 8435 8.31 8.26 8419 8.55 9.05 8,3
1217 :.9.99 9,57 11.64 12,32 13,01 13.04 12.51 12,24 13.26 14.25 13,89 13,88 12.71
1918 :13. 91 13,97 14.27 15.60 15,57 15.22 14.44 14,25 14,10 13.24 12.69 12.57 13,95
1619 :12.91 13,37 14,34 14,91 - 14.47 14,02 13,25 13,19 12,36 11.49 11.53 12.07 12,83
1920 :13.256 14.50 14.49 14,89  14.61 13,13 11,81 10.84 . 10,34 9.69 9,44 8.38 11,64
1921 ; 8,53 7.68 7.94 7.50 7.95 7.66 T.46 6,89 - 8,23 6,08 6,19 6.74  7.13
1822 . 7.620  9.19 10,59 10.94 10,76 9.96 9,74 0.45 9.66 10,15 10,42 10.60 9.30
1923 :10.75 10.94 11.14 10.81 11.09 10,88 10.69° 9.98 10,35 10.22 10.03 10.11 10.52
1924 :10.33 10.75 11.43 11,63 11.66 11.46 10,74 10,33 10,34 10.51 10.76 11,23 10.80
1925 ;12,89 13.31 13.58 12.32 12,11 11.85 11.85 11,93  12.03 12.14 12,32 12,74 12.43
1926 ;12,88 12,21 11.85 11,42 . 11,98 12,54 11.85 11.35  11.49 11.45 11.22 10.92 11.66
1927 :10.77 10.99 11,71 12,20 12,08 12.28 11.62 - 11.23 11,05 11.24 11.44 11.45 11.46
1928 :11.40 12,01 12,46 12,96 13,19 13.37 12.45 12,04 12,08 11.58 11,54 11,64 12.21
1929 :12.25 12.64 13.21 13.28 12.69 12.47 11,96 11.42 11.14 10.88 10.72 10,81 11.88
1930 :11.10 10.51 9.76 9.20 9.07 9.10 8.21 6.86 6.75 6.24 6.26 6.25 7.74
1931 : 6.01 6.81 6.93 7.17 7.17 6.60 5,79 5.42 5,18 4.70 4.58 4,28 5,64
1932 : 4,51 4.72 5,18 5.27 4.87 4,66 4,57 4,34 4,29 4,12 4,10 4,15  4.46
1633 : 4.30 4.37 4.42 4.51 4,97 5,43 5,47 5,57 5,34 5.21 5.18 B.13  5.05
1934 : 6.78 6,93 7.16 17.16 7.34 6,77 6.04 5,35 5,12  5.04 5,11 5.30 5.90
1935 : 6,77 6.98 6.99 6,92 6.95 6.88 6.54 6,71 7.45  7.58  7.87 B.36 7.28
1936 : 8.53 8.55 8,36 B8,.69 8.85 8,70 8.21 7.87 7.67  7.50 7.44 7.26 8,06
1637 : 8.14 8.37 9,21 9.6 9,61 9,32 §.80 8.89 8,83 8.64 8,09 7.69  8.87
1938 : 7,38 6,77 7.56 7.40 7.10 7.16 7.17 6.87 6.76 6.65 7.06 7.31 7,06
1939 : 7.58 7.83 7.70 8,18 8.37 7.91 7,64 7,21 7.84 T7.86 7.74 7.62 7,70
1940 : 7.79 7.84 8,31 8,46 8.659  8.47 8,17 7.81 7.82 7.86 B8.02 8,09 8.10
1941 : 8.56 8.80 9,12 . 9.37 9.34 9,49 9.47 9.56 10.09 9.83 9,70 10,13 9.58
1642 10 56 10.69 10.62 10,85 11.60 11,98 11,81 12,06 11.90 11.83 12,04 12.49 11.70
1943 :13,03 13.76 13,97 13,87 13.82 13.50 13.30 12,80 12.50 12.20 11,90 12,10 13.00
1944 :12.50 13.20 13.60 13.60 13.40 13.10 12,60 12,20 12.10 12.10 12,10 12,30 12.50
1945 ;12.90 13.50 13,80 13,90 13.60 13.40 13,40 12.90 12.50 12.50 12,70 12.80 13.10
1946 :12.90 13.40 13,70 14.00 14,10 14,30 15,90 16,40 15,70 17.40 18,50 18,70 15.60
1947 :19,10 19.60 20,30 19.80 19.90 20.90 20,90 20.90 21,50 20.30 20.80 21,30 20.50
1948 :22.20 20.86 20.10 21,20 -23.30 24,90 26.10 24,80 23.30 21,90 21.90 21,80 22.80

1949 :21. 90 21.50 23.60 25.80 25,30 24,40 22.80 21.20

LO I

_J/ Monthly United States prices weichted by receipts at publie stockyards. 1910-23: Annual State

average weighted by shlpments and locel slauvghter, 1924-49.
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Table 6 .~ Parity price of lembs per 100 pounds, United Stetes, by years 1910-22, by months
1923 to date 1/

Yoar. Jan. . Feb. , Mar. : Apr. : May , June , July , Aug. . Sept., Oct. : Nov. : Dec. . A;°°
~ . Dol. Dol. Dol., Dol. Dol. Dol. Dol. Dol. Dol. Dol. Dol. Dol, Dol.
1910 : . 5.64
lo11 : & 5.88
1012 5.88
1913 s 6.00
1914 s 6000
1916 : 6.29
1916 : 7.36
1917 : 8.70
1918 : 10.20
1919 : 11.60
1920 : 11.90
1921 : 9,70
1922 : _ 9.64
1923 : 9,82 9,82 9.82 9.82 9,88 9,88 9,82 9.82 9.76 9.76 9.76 9,76 9.82
1924 : 9.76 9,76 9,82 9,76 9,76 9,70  9.76  9.76  9.82 9.88 9.88  9.94 9.82
1925 : 9.88 10,00 10.10 10,10 10,10 10,10 10,00 9.94 9.88 9.88 9.88 9.88 9.94
1926 : 9.88 9,94 9,94 9.94 9,94 9,94 9,94 9.88 9.88 9,88 9.82 9.82 9.88
1927 : 9,76  9.76 9,70 9.76 9.76  9.82 9,82 9,76 9,76 9,76 9,70  9.70 9,76
1928 : 9.76  9.76 9.82 9.88 9.88 9,94 9,94 9,88 9.88 9.88 9.82 9.82 9,88
1929 : 9.82 9.88 9,88 9,82 9.82 9,76 9,76  9.82 9,82 9,76 9,76 9,70 9.82
1930 : 9.64 9,64 9,68 9,55 9,63 9,47 9,41 9,35 9,29 9.17 9,06 9,00 9.41
1931 : 8,82 8,70 8.64 8,53 8,47 8.35 8,29 8,17 8.06 8.00 7.88 7.88 8.29
1932 : 7.59 7,59 7.47 7.41 T.29 T.23 7.2% 7.23 T.17 T7.11 7.06 7.00 7.29
1935 : 6,70 6,70 6.64 6,70 6.70  6.76  7.00 T7.23  7.47 T.47 T.4T 7T.47 7.06
1934 : 7,29 7.4 T.47 T.47 T.53  7.53  7.58  T.T0  7T.76 T.76 7T.76  7.76 T.59
1935 : 7.64 7,70 7.7T0 7.T0 7.70 7.70 7.84 7,69  7.53 7.53 7.47  7.47 17.64
1936 : 7.41  7.41 7,35 7.36 7.35  7.29  7T.47 T.64 T.64 7T.64 T.84 T.70 7.47
1937 : 7.76  7.88 7,88 8,00 8,00 8.00 7.94 7.88  7.76 7.70 7T.64  7T.59 7.82
1938 : 7.59 7,59 7.53 T.53 T.58  T.4T  T.41  7.35 T.29 T.29 T.29 7.29 7.41
1939 1 7.23  7.23  7.23 T.23 T.23  T.23  T.23 7.7 7,35 7,35 7.35  T.35 7.29
1940 : 7,35 7,35 7.35 T.36 T.35  T.36 7,35 7.35 7.35 7.36 7.35 T.35 7.35
1941 : 7,35  7.35 T.41 7.41 7.47 7.59 7,70 7.88  8.00 B8.17 8.23  8.29 7.76
1942 . 8,41 8,53 8,70 8,76 8.82 8.82 8,82 8,82 8.88 8.94 9,00 9.11 8.82.
1945 : 9,11 9,23 9,29 9.41 9.47 9,53 9.58 9,58 9.58 9.64 9,70 9.82 9.53
1944 : 9,82 9,88 9.88 9,88 9.88 9.94 9,94 9,94 9,94 9,94 9,94 10.00 9.94
1945 :10.00 10,00 10.10 10.10 10.10 10,10 10,10 10.10 10.20 10.20 10.20 10.30 10.10
1946 :10,40 10.50 10.50 10.60 10.80 11,00 11.60 11.80 11.70 12.10 12.40 12,60 11.30
1947 112,60 13,00 13.30 13.50 13.40 13,50 13,50 13,80 14.00 14,10 14.20 14,40 13.60
1948 :14,80 14,60 14.60 14.60 14.70 14,80 14.80 14.80 14,70 14,60 14.60 14,60 14.70
1949 :14.60 14.40 14,50 14.50 14.40 14,40 14,30 14.30

%45.88

and tax

2/ Simple average 12-month date,

Parity price is the average price received by farmers in t
pertloo pounds) multiplied by the current index of prices paid by farmers including interest
rates,

he base period August 1909-July 1914
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Livestock pricss per 100 pounds (except where noted), marketings and slaughtor
statistics, by spocies, Avcust 1949, with comverisons

Prioes
Ttem 1_Annual Jan,~Aug, 1948 1949
2193847 awt 1948 : 1949 July Aug. July t Aue, 1 Sept,
1 Dol, . Pol, Dol. Dol. Dol, Dol,  Dol, ~
Cattle and culves 1
Beel steers sold out of firgt hand: :
Chicago, Cholce and Prime.......cc.vsuvess: 16,19 34,32 26.92 238,72 39.48 27,02 28.01
GOOd. e veversersensnnonscsosanneet 14,73 31.35 25.00 36.44 36.02 25,96 26.50
MOdIUM. c v vvensssa-neonsnsaronsoat 12,88 27.38 22.89 80.83 29.15 23.46 23,06
Common. . . teesatrarasseerenel 10.73 22.82 20.26 22.84 22.89 19,27 18,20
A1l grades.ecseescssscrssrarcerst 14,66 31,06 24,80 36.37  35.22  U5.88 26,78
All zrades, OmAMA..csvurcsosrsvcnssnsnsnes ——— —~—— 23.78 - 32.99 24.9% 25,18
All grades, Sioux Clty..ieceeseenveresesns -— - 23.64 -—- 34.26 25,00 26,36
Cows, Chicago, Good grade...seseessrcescnast 11.41 23,96 19,34 26,78 24,56 19.60 17.96
Cows, Chicago, Cutter and Common ;1/...... o 8.29 18.36 16.01 19.62 19.01 15.68 14,31
Vealers: Good and Choice, Chiocagosiseesisss: 14.39 28,18 27,83 28.92 29,60 24,98 25,96
Stooker and feeder steers, Kansas City.....: 11.97 26,61 22.33 28.25 27.40 20.62 20,06
Average price received by farmers: H
T o - 10.86 22,82 20.15 25.20 23,70 20,00 19.40
Veal 08lVe8csenacrrsesanscssssassnnvsssont 12,22 24,64 23.81 28.40 26,60 22.40 22.10
Hogs 3
Average market prioce, Chicago: :
Barrows and gllts.s.civeennveceranrnereant 13,07 24,08 20.14 27.97 29.56 21.61 21.41
SOWS.seversvsssosossasasonssnssnsossonsnetd 12,20 20,30 16,51 22,93 25.36 16.65 17,86
Average price received by farmers: H
HOgS ervesorsracrasensonsossacasarerssanal 12.38 23,11 19.21 25,20 26.90 19.30 19.40
Corn, oents per bushel.eesieeseeasacsacent 95,3 211.6 120.4 202.0 191.0 126.0 118.0
Hog-corn price ratio (farm basis) 2/ . :
Rorth Central Reglonliceieeiiesovevsnvarsnes 14.4 11.1 16.5 12.7 14.4 15.8 17.0
United States...euvevessvessscrtaescsranet 13,3 11.0 18.0 12.5 14.1 15.4 16.4
Sheep and Lambs 3
Tanbs, Good and Choice slaugh., Chicago 2_&/.: 14,02 26,42 26.62 30.07 27.51 24.98 23.79
Feeding lambs, Good end Choioce, Omaha.s....: 12,37 5/21.99 -——- ——— 25,97 —— 22,66
Twes, Good end Choioe), Chicago..essecrcrans: 6.35 12.21 11.13 11.64 12,08 9.16 8.90
Averaze vrice received by farmers: H
SheeP. . evusacservascnearossnssvrsonsornnsl B.72 9.84 9.76 10.20 10.20 9.33 8.89
Lambsssvocesercsersassrsserscsssrssnanent 11.88 22,92 23.31 26.10 24.80 22.80 21.20
Meat :
Kholesale, Chicago: [
Steer beef, carcass {Gocd 500600 Ib.)...: 21,28 49,89 40.62 67.83 57.78 42,51 43,96
Composite hog products (inol. lard) !/ s 21,39 42,056 365,66 44,10 46,37 36,17 37.66
Lamb carcesses (Good 30-40 1bu)eseessresnst 23.66 49,96 51.40 56.80 51,76 48.94 49,20
B.L.S. index retail meat prices 6/.......0s: 124.3 241,1 ——- 263.0 269.3 234.4 ——
BLS index wholesale meat prices ¥/........: -— 256.9 224.0 277.2 279.6 227.3 224.4
Index income of industrial workers 1936- 3
35 2 100u..sterescassrrersonsrensssnrescsad 228,38 357.8 . 8/ 3.2 376.7 8/ 8/
Livestook Marketing and Slaughter Statistios
:  Unit
Meat-animal marketings: H :
Index numbers (1935-39 = 100)...3 --= 3 134 130 131 115 121 119 135
Stocker and Feeder shipments to 8 : 3
Corn Belt States: s :
Cattle and 02lveBsceasesvsrsevsst Thouse : — 907 1,172 138 221 164 384
Sheep and 1ambsS...ecosssevsorsss: ThOUSe : -—— 826 1,128 61 229 144 335
Slaughter under Federal Inspection: :
Number: 8 / : o
Cattlosesiariecescssssosesseas: Thouss : 11,043 8,291 8,660 1,046 1,086 1,090 1,232
CB1VEB.casiassvasncrneassnessa: Thous. 3 6,111 4,489 ‘4,236 8§77 569 501 549
Sheep and lambS...seseesesesest Thous, ¢ 19,641 9,474 7,666 1,195 1,264 976 1,128
HogBeeesossssseasocovessssseeast Thous, : 49,5629 29,167 31,711 3,044 2,440 3,165 3,415
Peroent sows are of hogs......: Percent: ——— 14 32 34 40
Average live-weight: : s
Cattle....iveresrseasssscesoaet Pound : 942 948  10/983 926 929 964  10/967
CALYOS. . vvrunersnnsarsnsoeassss Pound 202 195 T0/196 226 242 223 T10/240
Shoep and 1ambSe.eesvesessessst Pound 90 96 10/ s4 90 92 9% To/ 92
HOZS'e . evuvanasoonsnenasssonss: Pound ¢ 271 269 10/267 281 371 262 10/264
¥eat Production: : : -
TS s | PR M (¢4 4,143 10/4,680 505 524 676  10/657
VotleeeerncosesensassoseesseesiMil, 1bs: 687 484 ~ 10/460 72 76 62 1o/ 74
Lamb and muttone.ssceevesssessMils 1o 807 416 7T(y337 50 53 41 To/ 48
Pork (excluding lard).........:Mil. 1b.: 6,983 4,272 10/4,530 478 372 495 T_b‘/slz
Storage stocks first of month: [ : -
2 P £ 5 P { -— - - 83 71 74 68 65
VoRLesseesoseanensvssnsssssnesilils 1bot —— -— —— 6 6 7 7 7
Leab and muttonee.seeceessoeonsstiil, 1bat - - - 8 9 7 7 7
POTKevseovreeasnesssosnssasscstMile 1bot -— -—- ~— 582 508 420 367 278
Total meat and meat products..:¥il. 1lb.: -— -—- - 779 686 612 547 447

3

1/ Common until July 1939 when chaneed to Cutter and Common.
%o 100 pounds of live hogs., §_/ Wooled lembs until June, when

prices for Janvary, February, March, April, Mey and August. 2
8/1935-39 = 100. 7/71926 = 100.

and cured hog products inclvdin~ lard.

2/ Number of bushels of corn equivalent in velue
‘quotation shifted to spring lambs,
6/ Caloulated from valne of 71,32 pounds of fresh
8/ Data for July and Aurust 1949 not

4/ Average of

available due to revision of series. _9/_1948-49 slavehter excludes Hawaii and Virgin Islands. B/ Estimated

from weekly data.
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Table 7.- Stock sheep: Number on farms Janvary 1, 1867-1949

Date for ccwver page October 1949

— :1] Western: : o : + 11 Western: : : : -

) Native . o .United, .0 Native, :United
Ye“’:ngtgzkfndZStates;rexa° i/;States; Yoar ;“;?t;:k?nd:States:Texas‘l/:States
— 1,000 1,000 1,000  1,000: : 1,000 T,000 71,000 1,000

s head. head head head : ¢ hesd head head head
1867 ; 5,341 37,586 2,070 44,997: 1910 : 28,770 15,979 2,190 46,939
1868 : 5,953 36,035 1,820 43,808: 1911 : 27,762 16,053 2,240 46,055
1869 ¢ 6,680 31,485 1,727 39,892: 1912 + 25,842 14,830 2,300 42,972
1870 5 7,227 27,495 1,727 36,449: 1913  : 25,066 13,288 2,200 40,544
1871 . 7,745 24,498 1,820 34,063: 1914 : 24,050, 11,809 2,200 38,059
1872 .+ 8,459 23,893 1,960 34,312: 1915 : 23,598, 10,125 2,240 36,263
1872 ¢ 9,809 23,873 2,100 35,782: 1916 : 23,776, 10,187 2,327 36,260
1874 ; 10,629 23,345 2,260 36,234: 1917 : 22,754 10,292 2,200 35,246
1875 + 12,336 22,501 2,400 47,237 1918 ¢ 23,270. 11,184 2,250 33,704
1876 + 13,206 21,753 2,518 37,477. 1919 . 23,843. 11,917 2,600 38,360
1877 : 14,099 21,162 2,896 38,147: 1920 . 22,173, 11,795 3,360 37,328
1878 + 13,965 21,791 3,186 38,942 1921 . : 20,624 10,952 3,850 35,426

1879 3

1880
1881
1882
1883
1884
1885

15,022 23,181 3,505 41,678:1922 ; 19,689 10,026 3,650 33,365
: 16,279 24,873 3,715 44,887: 1923  : 19,520 9,787 3,490 32,597
: 17,000 26,141 4,230 47,371:1924 s 19,508 9,726 %,625 32,859
: 17,607 26,412 4,864 48,883,1925  : 20,407 10,048 4,014 34,469
: 17,836 26,899 6,200 60,935, 1926 : 21,165 10,420 4,134 35,719
: 17,926 26,576 6,600 51,101: 1927 & 22,437 11,023 4,607 38,067
: 17,536 25,464 6,020 49,620;1928 ;23,942 11,768 4,979 40,689

1886 : 17,448 23,531 5,675 46,654 1929 ; 25,334 12,517 5,630 43,481
1687 : 17,276 21,791 5,150 44,217:1930  : 26,02%, 13,249 6,304 45,577
1888 : 17,321 20,640 5,160 43,011: 1931 27,252° 13,719 6,749 47,720

1883
1890
1891

1892 .

1693

1891
1895

1895
1897
1898
1899
1900
1901
1902
1903
1904
1905
1906
1907
1908
1909

26,702 14,028 6,952 47,682
25,857; 14,002 7,444 47,303
26,001F 14,184 8,059 48,244
24,770 14,277 7,092 16,139

: 17,28 20,084 5,047 42,365: 1932
t 17,534 20,112 5,047 42,693: 193%
: 18,013 20,969 4,900 43,882: 1934
18,487 21,441 4,700 44,628: 1935
: 18,675 21,357 4,335 44,567: 1936 24,022 14,179 7,234  15,:35
19,002 20,598 3,814 43,414: 1937 22,890 13,611 8,750 45,251
19,592 18,497 3,738 41,827: 1938 : 22,256 13,616 9,100 44,972
119,886 16,658 3,065 39,609: 1939 22,620 13,652 9,191 45,463
: 20,699 15,403 2,789 33,891; 1940 2,787 14,104 9,375 16,266
21,598 15,849 2,650 40,097: 1941 23,360 14,425 9,656 47,441
23,295 16,849 2,541 42,688; 1942 24,112 14,902 10,332 19, :6
25,354 17,294 2,417 45,0653 1943 22,998 14,659 10,539 48,196
: 26,551 17,295 2,280 46,1261 1944 21,060 13,093 10,117 44,270
: 27,891 15,170 2,135 46,196 1945 18,630 11,368 9,611 39,609
: 27,491 14,846 2,100 42,436:1946 : 18,440 10,029 9,130 35,599
125,620 14,288 2,000 41,908: 1947  : 14,680 9,219 8,126 32,125
¢4,570 13,840 2,000 40,110: 1928 : 13,899 6,186 7,395 29,976
t 25,620 14,345 2,000 41,965: 1949 2/: 13,319 7,991 6,508 27,818
26,475 1,985 2,000 43,460: o
1 27,360 18,685 2,100 45,095: :
: 28,031 15,967 2,200 47,098 :
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