
THE 

FOR RELEASE 
MAY 6, A. M. 

SITUATION 
BUREAU OF AGRICULTURAL ECONOMICS 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

LMS-38 APRIL 1950 

SLAUGHTER ~()LF c§zr'l: E R S, AND 
OF cows A'Nt> HEIFERS* 

MILLIONS 

Cows and heifers..........__ f\ 
I 6 

4 

2 

o~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

1920 1930 1940 1950 
*UNDER FEDERAL INSPECTION. EXCLUDES SLAUGHTER FOR GOVERNMENT ACCOUNT, 1934-36 

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AG R ICU L TU R E NEG. 47629-XX BUREAU OF AGRICULTURAL ECONOMICS 

The nurr.ber of steers slaughtered has fluctu­
ated rather sharply from year to year but has 
traced a rather steady upward trend. Slaughter 
of cows and heifers has shown smaller year-to­
Yea_r changes but more pronounced cyclical 
va · nattons. The number of breeding stock slaugh-
tered each year is significant in cycles of total 
Cattle numbers. 

In 1949, slaughter of steers under Fed era! 

inspection was up 1.3 million from 1948, and 
slaughter of cows was down by 1.1 million. To 
date in 1950, slaughter of both classes has Leen 
slightly below the same months of 1949. Steer 
slaughter in 1950 may not total greatly different 
from 1949. Cow slaughter may also be about the 
same as last year, and its rather low level will 
make possible further increases in cattle num­
bers in the next few years. 
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SID;lMARY 
... 

~~~ketines. of hogs were at or near their seasonal peak in late 
April. They are expected 'to dec-ree .. sa in May and .Tl..lne. ·Prices in April 
were fairly steady at around :$16.00 per 100 pounds for barrows and gilts 
at Chicago, which was only abou~ :pl.OO below tr.e February high. A 
seasonal advance is ..~t~~:-s$\!ili;,.;, >"·'Bri-u·e'S··of ·ba~r.ows and gilts may rise 
e.t least as much as usual, sinoe slaughter su.pplies of that class will 
not be much larger this summer than last. More sows .• however, are likely 
to be slaughtered this year,. since·a smaller percentage than last year of' 
the sows farrowing in the spring is likely to be carried over for fall 
farrowing. Prices of' heavy hogs may be discounte-d fairly sharply• 

Hog marketings were unusual~y large in late March, just before-· the 
1949 price support progre.m ended on March 31. Early marketings of hogs 
from the 1949 fall _p1,g crop smoothed out •u~mewha·c the spring peak movement 
and movec'l it fo-rvrard. It· probably minimized the seasonal price dtiloline. 

• ' I ', 

About .. S percent more .Qa·\:;t-le ~nd oalve·s were reported on reed in 
11 Corn _Belt States April 1 .this year than in 1949. The increase over ·a 
year ~arlier was grE)ater. than that on January 1, reflecting mainly larger· 
feeder placements sinoe January this year. Marketings of w~ll-finished 
cattle are expected 'bo increase in the next few months, but tp:eir peak 
this. year is li],cely to [)e later than in 1949. Prospects ·are that prices 
of top grades _will co·nt;i.nue. dovmwe.rd unti.l about mid-sunmer., then rise 
seasonally to a high in .. late . summer. or· early fall .. · This. pattern 'would; bl 
dif"fere:lit.f'rom b.si;.ye~r's gradual advance from:February to.August,· 
capped· by a sharp rise in "the fa::j.i. .. At their. peak expected in .;Late 
sumner or early fall, prices of top grades of' cattle are likely to be 
higher than at. the same. time_: in 1949 '· bl..lt. probably Will not equal the best 
pr~ces o.f 194~ "lt'rh~9h were recorded unusually late, in the year• 

.. . Prioes of ·lower grades of' sh.ughter cattle and of stocker e.n·d . 
feeder oattle may have abo.ut. reached _their highf;lst point for th-e spring·.· 
~ey are expected td""d~1"i:n$''· ~~as~na:hy 'dUring the sumner. 

Early .spring lambs were repor·ted in generally good condition on 
Apri,l 1. In Taxa~ .and California., ;two major ·produ oing States, their 
further progre.ss a~er that date. depei~-de<l on e.mi·.val of' rainfall to insure 
good feed.·. Ea·l~ly lambs will probab"ty be market.ed. somewhat· earlier· this 
year than in 19"49. 
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Returns from lamb feeding this winter apparently -averaged lower 
than a year earlier but about the same as the general level of recent 
years. Feed was cheaper this year than last, but feeding margins were 
narrower. For the second year in a row, lambs sold in March brought, a. 
muvh higher price than th?se sold in December. " 

About the same volume of meat was produced comneroially in January­
Ne rch this year as in the same quarter of 1949. Consumption per person 
apparently was nearly equal to the 37,5 pounds consumed in the January. 
March period last yearo Production t~e rest of ,this year is expected-to 
exceed corresponding periods of la~t year, b\lt gnly i:p. the fourth quarter 
is the -increase H.kQly to -be large . .en~'tlgh",t.a. ,prov.it;le a higher rate of 
consumption per person. 

REVIEW AND OUTLOOK 

Hog; Slaughter ~ ~ ~ 
Season High; Prices Steady 
_!!! April 

Hog marketings picked up the middle of April after declining from 
their high lev~l at the end of March. Howeve:t;", the slaughter of 
1»044,000 the week ended April 22 did not reach the mark of 1,111,000 
set the last week of Ma.roh. At the e_nd of April, slaughter wasa probably 
a~ or near the season high. 

Producers apparently rushed many fall-born hogs to market in 
anticipation of the ending of price support on March 31. The early .move­
ment had the effect of spreading out and moving fo-rward the· seasonal peak 
of marketings and slaughter. 

Early marketings probably also minimized the seasonal ·decline in 
prices of hogs. Prices of barrows and gilts at Chicago averaged around 
~16.00 per 100 pounds through most of April, only $le00 below the season­
al high in February. Since marketings are likely to start declining 
seasonally, prices may soon begin to rise. ' 

About 37. 3 million pigs were saved last fall, _10 'percent more 
than in the fall of 1948. A considerable part of the increase in number 
saved has been offset by lighter average slaughter weights. Barrows and 
gilts received at 7 markets in Maroh· averaged only 232 pounds, 18 pounds 
lighter than in March 1949. In April, however,. weights increased 
s'headily, and -in ·t-he first ,3 ·weeks of the month -averaged 8 pounds lighter 
than a year earlier. 

.. 
The effect of the .lighter slaughter weights has been a ~maller in-

crease over l~st year_in output of pork, and less reduction in prioes, 
than would otherwise have occurred from the larger pig crop. 
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··Moot. Of' the· increase in. the pig; ·crop last fall waa confined to 
;\u~ust and· S<'lpt.anbor f'errow:i.ngs.. As a result of this bunching. of' the 

. t!Mition~ .f£•.l·.~·owing~, together with a shorter feeding period for lighter 
. we~.r;b:ts, the .num'Per o:t' hogs sltmghtered \.:.~der Federal inspection-began to 
exceed comparable weeks last ye&r as early as the second. week in February. 
Slaughter of 5~020,000 head under Federal inspection in March was· 16 per• 
cent larger tna.u. that in. M':co~ 1949., ·April slaughter was above last 
April, and s~au2:l,lter in )flay end early· J'une :t.s also expeoted to exc.eed. 
thai.; of the s.~me months le.st yee:ra The percentage increase over a year 
ee)lier is expected to taper off' in iMay,· and to be .moderately small in 
Jurie and if,_uoh of· the su:ir.mer•· ·Tine supply of barrows an'ti gilts for 
shH~ghter th5.s · su.tnr'l.er promises to be only ·slightly .larger than last 
F.Urm!ier if marketings cor:rbinue to be earlier than usual. :However, more 
:;ows will be slaughtered this yeax-. If pr1;1speots for o~ly a small in­
c:h~ase in the fi.cll pip; crop thh year ·prove true, around ·1/2· million more 
sows Will bJ ·slaughtered this summer than last •. Muoh of' the iucrease in 
pork suppUes this SU"'llller GOl:~pa.red with ::.ast is likely ~0 be provided 
fron1 sJ.a.ughter of' sowso 

On the basis of tM.s outlook for Slaughter supplies, prioes of 
barrows ani:l gilts mP.y be expected to rise: seasonally through mid-or late­
sumJ.cer.. 'l'heir seasonal advance may be as large as ave.rage. .Prioes of 
sows wUl. likely b9 wet;.ker. t.he.n usua.l in rele.tion to those of barrows 
Emd gilts. 'rhe spread between medium end· heavy weights of barrows and 
gilts, which has re·oently been narro\v, will probably widen considerably, 
sinoE'I prices of' all' heavy hogs will be a ['f'ected by. the large slaughter of 
sows. 

'1'!1.ere he.~ been no o.nuouno~ent ·of e. new _program. for rrioe' support 
on hogso 

·Cattle slaughter to data this year ha.s been srrall,er than last ye·a.r, · 
and up to the end of ~1aroh an .exceptionally small part Wfl·s of v;ell finish­
ed fed oa~;tle grading Gdod or better. ·In Arril, the number o!' Good steers 
reoei .-:6d at 3 Mi.dwest rnal'kets. ·increased substa.ntiolly, but Choioe and Prime 
st~ers reme:lned scaroeo l!.s more finished cattle vrere marketed, prioe 
spreads beti';een t:;rad.es continued to narrow.· The· spread between Good and 
C01ranon stoers at Chicag;o~ ·Vlhich wns ~10.00 per 100 pounds the first v.reek 
of .Januar.y, !·~ad c-losed to less th~n ~~5.00 th~ week ended April 20. _ 
(Table 1.) · . · . 

. F'urther narrowing of the price spread between grades is expeoted in 
the next raonth ·a!" tvro. · It is ·!iOSS.ible. that .prices of the lower grades are 
near their seasonal peak,. and ·wi'll deo1 .. i~e' during the summer, but prices of 
Good and be·bter cattle are Hkely t.o. continue downward before beginning a 

. seasonal advance somotime in midsunmer. 
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Table 1.- Price per 100 pounds for bee.£' steers sold at Chicago for 
slaughter; by grades, by weeks, January-April 1950 

Grado--- ----·-·~·-Heek Choice· :· ., . . All 
ended and Good Med.ium . Common· .. grades 

Prime . ': . - Dollars Dollars ___ . Dollars- Dollars Dollars· 

January 5 37.59 29.18 24.25 19.23 26.55 
12 37.20 28.35 ' 24.24· 20.03 26o24 
19 36.60 28.11 .. 24.;37 .20.86 26.21 
26 35.i4 27.54 23•85 20.83 25.34 

February 2 35.43 27.48 24 •. 00 20.65 25.61 
g. 34.78 27.26 23.79 21.16 25.55 

16. 35.03 27.18 24.21 21.48 25.64 
23 33.10 26.95 24.14 21.37 25. 42. 

March 2 .. 32.97 27.30 24. 38. 22.09 25.61 . 
9 : 32.83 . 27.49 24.47 22.20 2·s.as 

16 31.89 27;,31 24.44 22.07 25.68 
.23 31.94 '27.15 24.46 21.89 2'5,87 
30 31.71 27.40 24.79 22.51 26.29 

, . 

April 6 31.37 27.44 24.81 '22.66 26.47 
13 31.39 27.39 25.07 22.71 26.·60 
20 30.20 27.18 24.92 22.48 26.60 

. 
Eight Percent More Cattle on Feed in 

Corn Belt April 1 This Year Thanl:'ast --. ------~ 
On January 1, the number of cattle and calves on feed in .ll. Corn 

Belt States was 5 percent larger than a year !3ar).ier, and i:;he number ·for 
the. entire Uni·ted States was slightly larger and a new reoord for the · 
datev During the January..,March period, United States cattle slaughter 
was short of last year,· because more of the oa:ttle on feed were o£ light 
weight ·and due to ·remain on feed longer, and because slightly feWer cows 
were slaughtered. In the same period, shipments of feeders and stockers 
into the Corn Belt outnumbered those of a year earlier by the large 
margin of 33 percent. As a resul-t, on April 1 the gain over last year 
in number on feed in ll Corn Belt States was 8 percent. Apparently, the 
number for the 1mited States also was larger this April than'last. 

A larger number than last. April was repor.teclon feed ln Ohio 1 

Indiana,· Wisconsin, Iowa,. Missouri, and Neb:t"as~a.. Illinois_,. Miohigan and 
South Dakota showed no change, and Minnesota. and .Kansas indicated slightlY 
fewer on feed this April. 

In California, the number of cattle and calves .on feed April 1·was 
estimated at 42 percent above last year. Most of these oattle were due 
to be marketed in April and May. 
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Of the 'cattle on f:eed in the Corn Belt April 1, a. smaller pro­
portj.on was steers this year than last •- 67 percent compared with 71 per­
cent. Heifers comprised 11 perc-ent of the total this year, 16 ·percent 
last year. Calves vrere 21 poroent this year~ compa._red with 12 percent in 
April "1949o . 

Reports for the Corn Belt indice.te that of the cattle on feed 
there in April, 58 percent will be marketed after. July 1. Lest year, 
feeders planned to hold only 51 percent until after that date. From 
these report.s it may bo expecteG that the seasonal increase in market­
ings of fed cattle will continue to be later this year than last. 
Slaughter of fed cattle will probably be about equal to a year earlier 
this spring, and a little larger than last year during much of the 
sununer and fall.· 

Prices of Good and better grades of cattle at the seasonal peak 
expec·ted in late sununer or early fall are likely to be higher than at the 
same time last year, However, they may not be eque.l to the best prices 
of late 1949., The prospective pattern of top-grade cattle prices in 1950 
is distinctly different from last year's gradual advance from February to 
August follOwed by e. rapid r:!.se in the fall~ Price prospects for the 
rest of this year are generally favorable despite the large cattle 
slaughter expected because of indice.tions · the.t supplies of other meat 
e.nimals w:i.ll be little larger than last y~ar. In 1950 as in 1949, large 
numbers of grass cattle probably will be retained on farms and rm1ches 
for restocking, with many of the lighter weights going on grain feed 
ee.rly. At least; until the large fall marketings begin, slaughter sup­
plies of hogs will probably be only moderately larger than last year, and 
much of the ii10rea.se will be in sows. 

Sheep Slaughter Above ~ 
Earlier !!!April 

Preliltrl.ne.ry date.·for the first·3 weeks indicate the.t·tha number of 
sheep and lantbs slaughtered in April wes larger than J.n April 1949. This 
11ras the first. month since September 1948 that slaughter. of this species 
exceeded the compa1•e.ble month of the pr~vious year. The larger slaughter 
this April resulted from e. more nearly normal seasonal pattern of market­
ings this spring than last. April-rJiay marketings of sheep and lambs in 
1949 were unusually small relative to the general level for that year. 

Sheep and-lamb marketings have been somewhat early this year. 
Feeding lambs were moved to feedlots early last fall, and fed lambs to 
market fairly early this winter. In late March and most of Apri 1, 
marketings were especie.lly Je.rge ,from the Southwest where good condition 
of the sheep and h:m~s and the drying ranges were factors combining to 
step up the rate of me.rketing·s. 

Sheep and lambs have been marketed at record he e.vy weights this 
year. The average weight of 103.5 pounds for Federally inspected 
slaughter in February was e. high for all months since records began in 
1921-. The Maroh ~"'l!'ere.ge was down only sli.ghtly, to 103.1 pounds. 
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Despite the larger number in April, , total Federally insp:.eoted 
slaughter of sheep and lambs for the first four month~ of 1050 was.about 
6 :>eroent smaJle r than in the same montl:).s of; ·~8499 · T}).is perce)ftage 
change is larger then the 3 percent reduction on January 1 in.the number 
of all· sheep on fa:nns and rauohes and about the same as the 7 percent 
reduction in sheep and lam"bs on feed. To date, slaughte!' has been 
reduced e!lough to iudicate the.t producers are maintaining numbers better 
this year than in 1~49.· It has been expected. th~t nuinhers on farms next 
January would be as large as in January this yeari ending .the reduction. 
of t1:e last 8 years., Sheep and lamb.' numbers. on January 1, 1950 W<;Jre 
dovvn 45 percer"t from their peak in January 1942. 

'Early Lambs in Generally -- - .. ·--·-;;:::.,. 
~ Condit~o~ April .! 

, .. 
, Earl.r lambs were ili. ·generally good .condition on .April'!, .although 

their p:togress during March varied by r~gions. In the Southeast, weather 
and feed were good except for excessive rainfall that prevented maximum 
use of pasture in some localities.. !n the Pacific Northvrest, cool, wet 
weather retarded feed development, In California, where 'timely March 
rains improved ranges,· early lambs had p,rogressed win~ by Ap:dl.l •. In 
Texas, dry weather reduced the f'eed ·supply but lambs were s~ill in good 
to excellent condition on Apri·l 1. In both Texas. and Californifil., con-· 
tinued good development of lambs after. April 1 depended on arrival of 
rainfall to insure good feed. 

'. 

Ea:rly lambs were e xpeoted to be marketed earlier this year than 
la·st. The rrain exception is in the Pacific Northwest, . where ma.rketings 
will probably be delayed. 

Returns from Lamb Feeding 
Lower T'hi'S llint er 

Average returns from lamb feeding apparently ,..rere smaller this 
winter than last, much larger than two years.'. ago,. anQ. abou~ equal to the 
average for recent years. Feeder lambs ·cost sli~tly more, 9n the 
av·erage, last fall than in the fall of 1948, and slaughter 1.ambs br<:?ught 
a little less this wi~ter than last. However, lower !'eed opst~ offset a 
part of the reduction in price margin.,. (Table 2.) · 

· Returns to individual farmers .probably varied greatly from these 
averages. Cost.s are far from uniform among feeders.. For the second 
year in a row returns were much le.rg,er for feeders who marketed f'ed lambs 
in February-March than in Deoember-J~nuary. Prices of Good and. Choice 
slaughter lambs at Chicago rose f'rom ~)~1. 91 pel" 100 pounds in December to 
~626.88 in ~.ftarch, an increase that was .much g!eater thim average for the 
season. 

Range ~tions Poorer in March 

Range teed conditions were slightly below average on April 1 af1ier 
having been above average in previous months. Conditions declined in March, 
in contrast with the usual increase. Range conditions were dry in the 
Southern Great Plains and the Southwest, and growth of new f'eed was slow 
in the Northern Great Plains as well as in the Northwest. Cattle and 
sheep carr.e throu!Sh the winter in good f'lesh and losses were light. They 
were still in average or better condition on April 1. 
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Table 2 •• Avera.t;e prio&s and va.1u~~ of' important items affecting returns 
f.l-om lamb f'&eding, 1944-45 to 1949:.. 1"0 -------- --·------·- _.............,_,.,.._ .. ...,._ ... __ .... _ . .__..... __ .. ____ -----

: 1944-: 1945-,, 194.6- : 1947- 1948-: 1949-
:. 1945' : 1946 ' 11=147 : 1948 1949 t 1950 . . . . : . : 

Item 

----------·----·---·-- ·;-Do'i~Doi:-:.'Dol.'-:.-l5of'. - DOr.:-nor.--............... ......._.. ~- ............................. ---
Prio e per 1.00 pounds .. o.f. Good a:p.d. 

Choice slaughter lambs, Chioa.go, 
Deoember-11arch · ••• • •••.•. ., ...... ".: ..... : ).5.93 15.12. ~3.34 

: 
Direot subsidy to produoers, per 

100 poU~J.dS • o • • o • • • • • • • •·,. • ~ • • • • • • : 

Price per 100 pO.unds of Good and 
Choioe feeder laPJ.bs, Omaha., · 

. . 0 2.25 

September-Deoembe.:r .................. : 12.44 14.56 

Price per bushAl received by . 
farmers for corn. 'North Cen.tre.l 

. ·• 

States, October-Ma.1·oh •••••••••• ,. : 0 •. 993 1!1036 

Price per ton received by f'a.rmers J . 

17.73 

1,292 

23.83 25.72 24.33 

0 0 0 

21.29 22.90 23.16 

~ 

2 .• 222 1.190 1.093 

for e.lt'e.lfa h~y, loose, No·rth 
Central States, Ootober-Maroh •••: 18.12 15.93 y23,00 l/25.00 . .!/25.25 ,!/21,68 . . 

-------:-- ""T'""o"~"t-a"='l_v_a.r-:i:u_e __ --·---

Market value at Chicago of Good 
and Choice 85 pound slaughter 
lambs ·············~·············= 13.54 12.85 19.84 20.26 21.86 20.68 

Subsidy credit . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ~ \ .0 1.91 0 0 0 0 --
Market cost et Omaha or 60 pound 

1'eeder lambs ···~·····~••••••••••s 7.46 8.74 10.64 ' 12.77 13.74 13,90 . . 
Cost l)f 2 1/2 ''bushels of' oqrn ..... : 2.48 2.59 3.23 5.56 2,98 2,73 . . . 
Cost .of' 150 pounds of al;f'a1f'a hay •• : 1,.36 1.19 1.72 1~88 1.89 1,63 -. . 

Total of' cost items shovm y .. ..... : 11.30 12.52 '15~59 20.21 18.61 18.26 

Margin of' market .. value per lamb : 
ov~1· total of cost items shown y: 2.24 2,24 4,25 ,65 3.25 2,42 

: E, Price ·received by farmers f'ora1falf'a hay m, North Central Ste.tes. prrc;es 
or 1946-47 e.nd 1947-48 estimated from priqe J?aid for baled alfel. f'a hay, u. S, 

Y Does not include purchasing or rnarlcet:!.ng· expenses, ·labor cost,· death lo-sses, 
overhead oost.s or costs of' other feed ingredient s 11 or credits. for manure, The 
Prices. sho~ are averages f'or the lamb- feeding se.s.son for the North Central 
r~gion, and do not necessarily co.indde with.'the experience of' individual 
reeders. . 
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Jenue.ry-lJc.roh Co?:unl3roia.l Me~t 
-'P,oJ1.wV.0n-.l\i:)'O\;tsaii18·-,_,'S"':';st YeRr; 

. Y .. ~a;•-c·~·hl2:rro··-Be:L€\ r'~e r'T'fiilr;- 1949 -:--------- ·---- ... - -- ______ . .,.._ - .... - ~ ... - .... 
. . 

Corune:rc ir l mee.·t pro ductlun of 5, 072 mj.ll ion po1mds in the first 
ou'lrte~ o~ 1950 ;ve.::; onl:r 12 millbn pounds smaller than production 'in 

. _the sa::;e qnarter la.st year. Produotinn '.nm.s. down 4 perce11.t from a y~O.r 
<}a!"lj_er- ftJr b<>et', 1 percent for vee.l,. and 4 pe1."cent for lamb ·9.nd mutton .. 
Por;c produotioa v .. as up 4 percent. (Table 3.) 

Corr:merct8.l prcdnotio~ ·in· Janua:ry we.s ·e.bo1.1t eque.l to that of 
Ja.n,,ary last:; ;y-ear. Febn1ary slaughter of each of the four classes of 
IT'.ee.t animals wa.s sme.ller this yer.-tr than in 1S4l1 e.nd 3 1/2 percent less 
1neR 1 ; '.'."().S :;:.n·oduced. In ~Larch, howe~rer, prodnct:i..on of both lamb. and ::nut ton· 
nne pork e}:ceeded lE~.st. yee..r:- 1 and tr.e tot.;J.l for all meats showed a 0,.2 per­
cent gain. 

Consum.ption of meat per person i:ti Je.nuar~·-Maroh is tentatively 
estimated as ve:"y nes.rly eq:.tal to the 37., 5 notinds consumed in the same 
quarter of 1949. · 

·The rice in meo.t product::.on in March to e point substantially 
above 19t~,Q probP.b:J,y s:i.t;n.als the bet:imdng of a ~lishtly higher. plane of 
meat p"'oduction for the spring and smmner this year than last. It· is 
likely th~t s.hout as mu~h beef anJ more· tJOrk will be pr.oduoed in April ... 
June and in July-. September 1q50 th!'.n in 'the same quarters of 1949 jl and · 
that consun:ption of all meat per person ''Jill be close to last year's 
aver!".ge.s of' ~'\b;. 2 pounds in the ~econd and 34,8 pounds in the third quarter. 
Jn the f'mtrth. q1u1.rt~r of this yeat", prcduotion of both beef and pork will 
probably be UD from last year and oonsum:::)tion of all meat per person mny 
be larser by 1 pound or :nore the.n l.~he 37o4 pounds last yettr. Prospects 
o.re thfl.t t0tal 1950 consumption per ·person will ·be 1 to 2 pounds 8,bove the 
145 pounds consumed in 1949. 

Wor1d ca·i;tle nuTrJ.bers e.t the beginning of 1950 were estime.ted by 
the Ofi'ict:! of' Foreign J~.gr:i.cul tural Relations a.t 771 million head, 1 mil­
lion or 1 percent more than i:h 1849 and 28 mHlion or 4 percent more than 
the 1906-40 average. Largest ·incrE\ases "in 1849 were ·in Asia, Europa, 
the Soviet th5.o~, and :·Jor·cli America. The combined number for Australia, . 
and· Ne':r Z·1F .. lo.:nd :increased only a litbJ..e, an·Ci ·numbers deolined in South 
America. and .i>:t'rica. An ir:proved feed s:i:t~e. ti9n end strong_ demand for beef 
and verll in most parts of the world encourage-d oe.·&tle raisers to expand 
their henls. 

.. 
The 195.0 cattle nuwherr. ln Hci'rth and South America are up .17 per-

c-ent from thoir 1936 ... ·40 ~verar:,e,. 'in Afrion and .Australia-New Zealand e.re 
respect:iveJ:.y JO and s· peroent larger· than fn that prewar period, but in 

· A.si-a: 9 8urore, and the fovi:et Union are 2· to 6 narcent siriallari . -.. 

A moderate further increase in cattle numbers is expected in 1950 •. 
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Table 3 .. - Ccnuneroial meat produetion, United States,. by quarter-years 
1946 to first quarter 1950 

All meats 
~------ ··------- -----. ; . . . . . . . .. .. ·January- ', : April- July- Ootober-Year . Year . March June. : . September December ·• 

'· : . Eillion· Hill ion · l'!lillion Million Million 
: ·pounds .£.0Und~ pounds pounds pounds 

. -
" 

1946 5,839 4.440 4,409 5,831 20,519 
1947 ,5,419 '. 5,008 4,640 5,912 21,179 
1948 5,026 4,650 4,296 5,480 19,452 
1949 5,084 4,573 4, 731 5,472 19,860 
1950 5,072 . . 

l Beef 

1946 2.,479 1,800 2,191 2,540 9,010 
1947 2,542 2,481 2,493 2,580 10,096 
1948 . 2,264 2,108 2,188 2,309 8,869 
1949 . . 2,308 2,259 2,424 2,251 9 ,242· . 
1950 . 2,224 . . 

Veal 
. : 

1946 . 27,8 2>52 376 423 1,329 .. 
1947 310· 336 421 426 1,493 
1948 292 321 365 352 1.,330 
1949 273 287 345 • 335 1,240 
1950 263 

Lamb and mutton 

1946 280 223 212 231 946 
1947 198 190 182 209 779 
1948· 185 15a 183 205 731 
1949 158 113 153 161 585 
1950 .. 151 . 

-Pork excluding lard 

1946 2,802 2,165 1,630 2,637 9,234 
1947 . : 2,369 2,001 1,744 . 2',697 s.8·u 
1948 2',285 2,.063 1,560 2,614 8.,522 
1949 2~345 1',914 1,809 2,725 8,793 . 1950 . 2,434 . . . . 
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i:!orld ho~ numbers were estimated at 279,400,000 head .on January 1 
by the Offioe of For~ign Agricultural Relations~· . 'l;h~ increas\9 of 17 mil­
lion head or 7 percent in 1949 9 the largest ... gai:p. for a. postwar year, 
b.rour,ht numl;>ers to wi thi~ 4 percent of the ~9~6-40. average. 

The largest numerical increases in 'hog ·numbers last year.··were in 
Europe, North America end the Sqviot Union. . ThE:J l~QP :rj.~lriber fo!,! Euro_p.e­
end the Soviet Union wa~ still leiSS 'l;:han. prewar., a!l was that in: As~ end 
Australia .• liew -Zealanda · . 

•w ~ f' 

In 1950, j.noreases in hog numbers are likely in Euro-pe and the 
Soviet Union as· well as in several· other areas, 

World She~ 'Numbers ·~ 
Rise in 1949 

Wodd numbers of shee-p also increased in 1949, but by a smaller 
percentage than did numbers of cattle end hogs. The gain of about·· 
1 percent in 1949 brought the January 1950 ·world total to 730 million 
head, which is 2 percent below the 1936-40 aver~:~.ge., These estimates are 
made by the Of:rice of Foreign Agricultural Relations. 

Australia, the United Kingdom, the Soviet Union,. and Ind~a were 
countries repor·ting substantial increases last year,· In AustraB:a and 
the _S.oviet Union, as well as in New Zealand, Turkey and some 1 smaller 
countries, 1950 numbers are above the 1936~40 average, J .. arge' declines 
in numbers took plaoe last year in Argentina and Uruguay, where ~rought 
and competition from cattle were restrictive influences, Numbers dropped 
in Turkey also, · · 

...... "G'enarally favorable grazing conditions· and·-high prices for wool, 
lamb and mutton encouraged an increase in sheep-numbers in sever~l major 
areas last year. Unless., grazing conditions are poorer, world numbers 
are likely to rise in 1950, 

l1TE'W' OR REVISED SERIES 

Production,- Marketings and Inoome 
for Mea.t A..."l.ima.l s in 1949 

Data released April 27 show a gen~ral increase in cattle and hog 
production in 1949 over 1948, and a s~aller inoome received from market­
in~s, The live-weight of cattle and c'alf' production in 1949 was 6 .Per­
cent larger than in 1948, and of hog production was 9' larger t~an in 
the previous .year. Because their prices d.eclined moderately from 
the very high 1948 level,' cash receipts from marketings or _oattle and 
calves were dovm 8 p!iJroent. Prices of ·hogs f'ell·mo·re, and Qash 
receipts from hog marketings were 13 percent cnr.aller than. in l94th 
Both marketings and cash receipts f'or sheep and lambs la.st year were 
substantially smaller than in 1948. 
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The 1949 pig ·ox~p was 13 percent larcer than the 1948 crop, ~nd the 
calf crop was up 2.5 per<;ent from 1948. The percentage calf crop was 'Very 
high -- 85 percent. The lamb crop wr:~.s l'eduoed 6 percent in 1949 from 1948, 
primarily becat~se the rtumber .o:[' ewes on r'arms w·as small~r. 

Summary. data, which extend te.bles of the Fabrue.ry 1950 3tatistice.1 
Appendix to this GituatioJl, are presented in ·bA.bles 4-7. 

~~BE.£ .aE!·f£!2 ~A.Yf.!!~EE 
on Livestock · · -- --...-( .. -·~~ 

Table 8 presents, for reference purposes, suJTJTtary data on the total 
amount of payme!).ts wade on livestock in war ftnd postwe..r years by the 
Reoonstruc·bion l''ina11ce Corpore:c:i.o:n and the 0owJ:-:od·:ty Credit Corpor·a.tion. 
With the exception of a very small payment on hogs made to slaughte;.~ers by 
the CCC, all the RFC pay.rnen·ts were to sla.ughterers and all the CCC payments 
were to livestock feeders. The latt·er two programs were parts of the price 
control measures of war and i~rnediate postwar years. RFC paJ~ents to 
slaug;h·terers began ,vith the price roll-back of the summer of 1943, and cc:.:: 
payments to feeders., intended to encourage f'oedin(!; of cattle and sheep, 
were in effect from the summer of 1945 to June. 30, 1946., 

Table B.- Subsidies on livestock paid by the :;;'econstruction .Finance Corporation 
nnd the Commodity Credit Corporation, fiscal years 1944-46 

Fiscal 
year 

ending. 

:Reconstruction Finance: Corrmodity Credit COrporation payn~~ 
: Corporation payments =---~o li!..!~.~~I:: ;e:roducers 2i_~--

to !!.!!u~~rs _J.j_:_~ ___ On ca~"Ele . __ -=-.iln ~~-and lambs 

June 30,. 1944 
June 30, 194~ : 
June 301 i94S y~ 

Total . 

Dollars ·Dollars Dollars 
462-;226,717 -·--
427.786,506 5,000,153 
657,736,471 3~,902,39f. 

1,547,749,694 36,902,562 
43,237,p326 
43,237' :126 

Y.'P'Byments made •by e~-subsid~r·y agenoy.the Defense Sup;lies Corporation. 
Y Feeding subs:i.dies on cattlo and sheep of certain speci:f'ioations. Subsidies 
on oattle begnn J:Iay 19, 1945., and on sheep August 5, 1945. Both subsidies 
ended June 30, 1946. Data shown are costs to CCC as carried.in accounting 
records. ·Not shovm here are the payments of 330 dollars in fiscal year 1944 as 
bonus paymAnts to packers ~h0 delivered up to 60 percent of their total pork pro­
duction to CCC under con·cract. 3/ Data shown for fiscal year 1946 are correct-
ed for delayed payments or recmreries of over-payments th~t took place in lnter 
years. Reported detail of' accounting records are as follows: 

--"Fr'Soal 
year 

ending . 
;t 

: Rl"'C pe.ynient s : ~ 
to 

:,!la.ughte~.t 

CCC paym;Iits to 
livestock E,£.d;..u...;c~e;..;r..;s;.._..,...o:--"!:"-

On oatt1e :On sheep & lambs 

June 30, 1946 :646.'7-40~166 33,204,163 41,427,240 
June 30, 1947 : 10,~94,.716 -1,299 ,..861 1,810,912 
June 30~ 1948 601,600 -1 906 - 826 -------_;...,;..;;;. ..;..;;. _______ ::.!Jt _______ -------

00lllpiled from Price Programs of the United Ste.tes Department of A£5ric11lture, 
.!?.41• USDA Misc. Pub •. 683~ Yea.r1y data lroiiiiiTenoies.- - -
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Table 4.- Number of oatt!e ana oalv.a ~n far~,.oal!' crop an~ disposition, and live weight or 
£arm production, United States, '·1946 to date !/ .. · ,· . 

• ' . • ·: ·:"; '! 

I i$i hand 1 Jo.n. r , Calves born I I Marketinl!is 3z· 
Year All 'All odw81Peroentage1 1Inship- : ,. 

oattle : 2 yrs. I' of oows 1 Number nnents Y• Cattle , ·calves 
I I 2 yrs, I I 

1 Farm s~aul!ihter 
J J ,; . 

Cattle 1 Calves 

Dea.th's '· •.· Live 
I, • weight 

Ca.ttle Calves 1 or·rarm 
• 'roduotion 

,ooo ,ooo 1,000 

~ .~ ~ ··head 
,ooo 1,000 Mi lion 

h~a.d ~ FoUnds 

1946 I 82,434 43,014 80 54,550 8,8'77 26,186 12,666, 
1947 I 81,~07 42,567 83 35,234 8,281 26,995 14,117 
1948 I 78,126 41,039 82 33,708 7,620 23,370 12,728 

1,66~ 2,643 18,782 
1,473 2,4a9 19.,065 
1,406 2,292' 18,371 

943 768 
860. 682 
800 661 

1949 78,298 40,398 85 34,537 8,182 23,103 12,434 776 ' 617. 1,632 2,378 19,410 
1950 80,277 41,411 

y Balance sheet estimates. Total marketings, !'arm slaughter; deS:t'fiB";"iilid on hand end of yea.r equals totd o!'.<>alf 
orop, inahipments and on h!i.nd beginnine; of year, .. . .... 
2/ Sum of the interstate shipments and imports or feeding and breeaing animals. 
"'t! Excludes interfarm sales within Statas, 
'!ievisss and brings to datto .table 5 o£ Stat~sticse.l, Appsndbt of Livestool< ~~Situation for February 1960, · 

Year 

1946 
1947 
1948 
1949 
1950 

Table 6.- Number of hogs on fal:'lll8,· pig crops and disposition, and live weight of 

·'· 
farm production, United States,· 1946 to cj.ate ]:/. . . 

On hand ~rl!is saved Inshipment s Marketings Farm 
January 1 Spring Fall . ?J . y slaughter Death~ 

1.,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 i,ooo i,ooo . i,ooo 
~ head ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

61,301 52,392 30,548 464 64,370 13,850 9,664 
56,921 52,802 31,346 497 63,624 12,'781 . 10;232 
65,028 61,266 33,921 457 61,750 12,267 9,627 

. 57 ,l2t1 59,039 37 ;262 .541 7q,,684 11,549 11,413 
'60,424 62,500 

~ . ' . . . 

·sUve weight 
1 of farm 
iproduotion 

Million 
pOunds 

19,041 
18 ,66'1 
18,739 
20,376 

1/"Balnnae· eheet estimates, Total of marketings, fal"DI slaughter, deaths, a.nd on hand end of year equals ti1€a1 of pig 
orop, 1nshipments, and on he.nd beginning of·year. 
y Sum of the interstate shipments and imports of feedin.g and b.·eeding animals·. 
1/ Excludes interfarm sales within Sta.tee, · 
Revises and bringe to date tabla 6 of Statistical Appen'dix of Livestook end Meat ·Situation for February 1960, · 

Table 6,- Number of sheep and lambs on farms, lamb crop and disposition,· and live weight. of 
farm production, Unit:ed States, 1946 to date]:/ 

: On and : • • .. . 
Markatings :2/ :January l: Lambs saved 1 Inshipll)ents y 

Yea.r :all sheep: •Percent I I 

1 !<arm slaughter Deaths·· 1 

•-· .---:--:---"-.·•Live weight 
•. . :s of farm 

and ., Number •of ewe a Sheep •· Lambs 1 Sheep • Lambs 1 Sheep Lambs r Sheep 1 Lambs I production 
lamb •1 
1,0 ,ooo 1,ppo !,_000 

~ ~ ~ head .~ 

1946 ' 42,436 24,540 89 730 6,808 6,496 
1947 ' 37,818 22,082 88 ·652 6,000 .5,062 
1948 34,827 20,011 85 637 6,632 4,620 
1949 31,664 18,810 87 763 6,536 .3,419 
1960 30,797 

' .. 
1,000 

···~ 
,poo 1,000 
~· head 

24,172 
21·,116 

276 304 
257 302 

19,262 244 296 
17,019 222 2.74 

1,000 

~ 

. 3,170 
2,890 
3,006 
2,949 

1,000 

~ 

2,278 
2,108 
2,023., 
1,685 

Million 
j>Ounds 

1,76;3 
. 1,579 
.. 1,'\(>4 

1,313 

Y Balanoe eheet estimAtes, Total of marketing, farm lile.blghter, deaths, a.nd on hand end of year equals total of 111mb 
crop, inshipments, and on hend beginning of year. . . 
y Sum of the interstat!> shipments and imports or feeding arid breedillj!; ani1111ls,. 
Y Excludes interfarm sales within Sta.tes.' ,, . · ., .. 
Revieee and brings to· date table 7. of Statistics.~ Appendix of Livestock ~ ~ Situation for Februaey 1950. 

Year 

1946 
1947 
1948 
1949 

table 7.- I:.ive weight of ms~etings, o·ash receipts from marketings, 
and gross income from mea.t Wlimals, by classes,· l946·to· dat& 

eep 1 

end and ·, H~gs 
1 calves : lambs : 
:' }Ullhn lliliion Million 
:, pounds pounds pounds 

24,964 
.25,952 

I 22,856 
I 23,430 

2,673 
2,274 
2,087 
1,790 

16,233 
16,015 
15,471 
17,237 

146 
147 
135 
139 

3,722 
4,9~2 
6,231 
4,814 

3'62 
. 403 
413 
356 

I 

1 l!ogs 

' Million 

~ 

' 2,961 
. 4,005. 
:!,115 
3,225 

Gross iZJOorre 2 · 3 
e : Sheep 

I meat I and • and 1 Hogs. 
·1 animals'a carves I lilinb8"·•1 
Million Million Million Million 

~ ~.~ ~ 

7,046 3,793 366 3,449 
9,340. 6,017 .408 4,63.6 

'"9,360 ·" . 5;326. 419 ,4,307 
8,395 4,896 360 3,667 

meat 
1 lllliliel.!,_ 
J!illion 

~ 

7,608 
10,060 
10,052 

8,913 

¥; Excludeo interfarm sa.le•ti· 
Y. Does not include Governmant payments. 
3/ Cash receipts plus value of home consumption. 
llevises and brings to da.te table 15 of Statistieal Appendix of ~~ ~ ~ Sftuation for February 1960, 
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Table ~.- Number of steers and of' cows and heifers slaughtered under 
Jt'ederal inspection, United States,1921-49 

(D~~ for cover page 2l:!rt) -: . . 
Year . Steers Cows and Heifers Cows!} . . 

1 ~ ooO""'i1ee.T 1~000 head 1,000 head 

1921 4,108 3,220 
1922 4,533 3,819 
1923 4,397 4, 392 
1924 4,456 4, 747 
1925 4,466 5,055 
1926 4,769 5,065 
1927 4,482 4,684 
1928 3,846 4,291 
1929 4,049 ~,942 

1930 : 4,239 3,623 
1931' 4,.444 3,380 
1932 4,141 3,211 
1933 4,506 3,812 
1934 4,763 4,838 
1935 3,856 5,412 
1936 4,798 5, 727 
1937 4,037 5,626 
1938 4,517 4,861 
1939 4,588 4,446 

1940 4,866 4,481 
1941 5,459. 4,992 
1942 6,019 5,854 
1943 5,737 5,516 
1944 5,860 7,392 5,824 
1945 6,657 7,311 5,691 
1946 5,364 5,641 4, 317 
1947 6»968 7,983 6,030 
1948 5,751 6._, 762 5,279 
1.949 7,090 5,670 4il78 

!/Data for cows not reported separately prior to 1944. 

Compqed from Livestock Market News, Livestock Branch, PMA. 
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Seleoted Prioe Statistic~ ~or Meat Animllh J/ 
I' · s JriarY·•rqh •v· • 

Unit I I 'I 1949 
1949 1 1950 1 Maroh 

Cattle e.nd oal vas 1 

Beef steers, slau&hter 1Dollare per1 
Chicer,o, Choice and Prime •••••••••••••••1100 pounds 1 26.97 

C"10od • , , ••• , , , , ••• , , , •• , •••• , , , ,,, , ,, •• a do. 1 23.97 
Medium ••••• , , , • , • , • , •••• , •• , , • , •• , , , , • 1 do, 21.83 
co rmn.on • , , • , , , • , , • , • , • , , , •• , , , , •• , , •• , • : do. 20. 03 
···All gre.deiS ••••••••• •••••••••~••••••• s ··do, 23,68 

Omohe.,. all ~rades .... ,,,., • .: ••••• , • ••••••• a do. t '22.60 
Sioux City, ell ~rades ••••••••••••••••••' do, 1 22,07 

Cows, Chicago I 

Good •••••••••••• , • , •••• , •• , •• , ••• , , , , , •• • 
Corrrnon , ~ , • , , ••••• , , •• , • , , •••• , • , .... , , , , , t 

Canner and Cutter ••••••••••••••••••••••• 1 

Veelers, Good and Choice, Chioago •••••••••' 
Stocker and feoder steers, Kansas City,,,, 1 

Prioa received by farmers I 
Beef cattle •••• , , ••• , , •••• , •• , , , •• , • , • , , t 

Veel oal ves •• , •••• , ••• , ••• , ...... , , , • , •• et 

Hogs 
Barrows and gilts 

Chicago 
160-180 pounds ••• , •• , , ••••• , , , , • , , • , ,, : 
180-200 pounds ••••••••••••••••••••••••: 
200-220 pounds •••• , , ... , , • , •• , ••• , • , ••• : 
220-240 pounds • , •• , ••• , •••••••• , • , • , , , : 
240-270 pounds , , ••• , • , ••• , , •• , •• , , , , • , : 
270-300 pounds •• , • , ••••• , • , • , •• , , , • , , • 1 

.A.ll weigh·ts • , , ••• , • , ••• , •• , , •• , ••••• 1 

Seven markets y , , . , , , , , ... , . , . , , , , . , . , . 1 

Sows, Chioo.go , , •••••••••• , , ••••••••••• , , •• : 
Prioe received by farmers ••••••••••••••••• , 1 

Hog-oorn prioe ratio §/ 1 

Chicago, barrows e.nd gilt a , , , ... , •• , , • 1 

Prioe received by farmers, all hogs ••• 1 

Sheep e.nd lambs 
Sheep 

Slaughter ewes, Good e.nd Choice, Chicago 1 

Prioe received by farmers ••••••••••••••• 1 

Lambs 1 

Slaughter, Good and Choice, Chicago ••••• 1 

Feeding, Good e.nd Choice, Omaha ••••••••• 1 

Prioe received by farmers ••••••••••••••• t 
I 

All meet e.ni118ls 
Index number prioe reoeiv.ed by farl!lere 

(191Q.-.14-100) ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• t 

do, 
do. 
do. 
do. 
dO. ' 

do. 
do. 

do, 
do• 
do, 
dO. 
do, 
do. 
do, 
do, 
do. 
do, 

do, 
do, 

do, 
do. 

do, 
do. 
do, 

I 18,59 
1M6,03 
~5.17 
I 30,55 
I 22,69 

I 19,73 
24,63 

I 21,28 
21.41 
21,26 
20.80 
20.10 

I 19,36 
20,00 

I 19,91 
I 16o 54 

19,90 

14.9 
16,8 

I 11,79 
9,50 

I 25,94 
I 

I 22,33 

•I 320 

Meat 1 . 1 

Wholesale, Chioego •Dollars p~r1 
Steer beef oaroaes, Oopa, 500-600 pounds 1100 pound~ 1 36,19 
Larr.b ce roass, Good, 30-40 pounds .... , .. 1 do, ' 1 47.81 
Composite hog pl"'duots, including lard 1 

72,84 pounds fresh ................... , 1 Dollars 1 22,36 
A:verag& p&:r· lSQ ·pounds"·,,·,·,·;,·, .... ~ .... I, do, -'f.'• 30~68 

71,32 pounds fresh and ourell. ,;,;,,,··., 1 do, 126,63 
Average per 100 pounds ••• , ••••• ,, , •• 1 db, 1 36,94 

:Retail, United States av_e~a9e • . ·, . , . 1 Cents , ·, 
Boef, Good grade ••••••••••••••• • •••••••• rper pound t 84,0 
l..alnb •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••. • •• , • : do, r 60.6 
Porlc, including lard • ••••• ••• ••••••••••• t do. r 41.6 

Index number neat prioes (BLS) 1 1 

34.58 
27.65 
24,26 
21.117 
25,82 
24.39 
24,46 

2"6,88 
24.19 
22.58 
21.21 
24.14 
23.31 
23.00 

19,12 19,11 
16,60 2/16,99 
14,39 ]/15,11· 
30,43 27,98 
24.13 24,37 

20,27 
24.10 

16,66 
16,90 
16,89 
16,63 
16.21 
16,80 
16.27 
16,26 
13.87 
16.93 

12.4 
13·,6 

13,08 
10.28 

26.13 
25,12 
22.70 

300 

42,76 
!f45.60 

17.92 
24.80· 
21.00 
29,44 

67.8 
64.1 
36,3 

20,60 
24,60 

21.39 
21.53 
21.48 
2i.2l 
20,66 
19.93" 
20,49 
20,66 
16.72 
20.00 

16.3 
16,9 

13,34 
10.10 

28.78 

23.60 

327 

38,78 
51.66 

22.4fl 
so.8e 
26,84 
36,23 

63.3 
60,9 
41.4 

Wholesale (1926•100) ,,,,,., .,,,,,,,,,,, 1 :219,2 212,7 
Retail (1935-39•100 . !221,0 221,0 

222.4 
222,6 

,1 1960 
I I 

1 February• lfaroh 

34.70 
27.19 
24.13 
21.66 
26.68 

'Z3.97 
24.06 

19.27 
16,69 

' 14.34 
' 31.23 

24.13 

·20.40 
24.60 

17.30 
17.63 
17.66 
17,26 

. 16,78 
' 16.32 

16.86 
16,78 

'14.60 
16.60 

·13.0 
,14,3 

• .1S,04 
10.20 

25,32 
26.12 

. 22.80 

'306 

42,26 

18,46 
26,34 
.21.47 
30,10 

86,8 
63,6 
36.4 

February 

I, .. 

32.24 
27,33 
24,61 
22.13 
26.90 
24,74 
24.76 

20.60 
17.42 
14,84 
29,39 
36,32 

21.00 
24.40 

16.17. 
16,59 
16,72 
16,70 
16.61 
16.21 
16,41 
16.38 
14.52 
16.10 

12,3 
u.s 

13,99 
11.00 

26~88 
26~69 
23~70 

308 

42:12 ...... 
17.90 .. 
24.57 
21o20 
29,73 

69,f: 
66.8 
36.8 

213.6 
224 6 

1950. 

I 

1.t.pri1 
·t 
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Selected marketing, slaughter and stocks statistics for meat animals and meats 1/ 
Januaey.Maroh 

Item unit 

Meat animal marketings 
Index number (1935-39•100) ,,,,,,,,,,: 

stocker and feeder shipments to 
8 Corn Belt States :1,000 

cattle and ce.l ves •• · •••••••••••••• ·,:head 
Sheep and lambs ••••••••••••••••••• : do, 

Slaughter under Federal inspection 
Number slaughtered 

1949 

137 

291 
286 

Cattle ••••• , • , •••••••••••• , ••••••• : do. 3,222 
Calves , •• , • , ••••••• • •• , ••••••••••• : do, 1, 579 
Sheep and lambs ; .................. : do. 31 229 
Hogs ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••· do, ; 13,7'71 

Percentage sows ••••••• , ••. , •••••• :Percent 1 8 
Aver~ge live weight per head 

cattle •• , • , •• , , •••• , , •• , , , • , , • , • , • :Pounds 
Calves •••·•••••••••••••••••••••••••: do. 
Sheep and lambs •••••••••••••••••••= 
Hogs •••••••••••••• , ••••••• , •••••••• 

Average production 

do. 
do, 

Beef, per 'head ..................... : do. 
Veal, per head ••••••••••••••••••••: do, 
Lamb and mutton! Jer head •••••••••' do, 
Pork, per head~ •••••••••••••••••= do. 
Pork, per 100 pounds live weight ~~ do, 
Lard, per head ••• ~ •••• '• •••••••••• 1 : do, 
Lard, per 100 po~ds live weight,,: do, 

Total production :Million1 

Beef ••••• , ••••••••• 1 •••••••••••••• :pounds 
Veal ••••••• , •• • ••••• ,. • ••••••••••• : do. 
Lamb and mutton •••••••••••••••••••: do. 
_Pork ~ ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• : do, 
Lard •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• : do, 

Total commercial slaughter y 1 

Number slaughtered :1,000 
Cattle •••••••••• ~-., ••••••••••••••• :.head 
Calves ••••••• 111 •••••••••••••••••••• : do. 
Sheep and lambs •••••••••••••••••••· do, 
Hogs •••• • ••••••••••••••••••••••••• : do. s 

Total production :Million: 
Beef •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• :pounds 
Veal ••••••••• ~·· •••••• •••••• •••••• : do. 
Lamb e.nd mutton •••••••••••••••••••. do. 
Pork y ............................ : do. 
Lard •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• : do. 

•••••• · •••••••••••••••••••••••••• : do. ................................ : 
and mutton •••••••••••••••••••••. l 

990 
181 
98 

251 

642 
101 

45 
139 

56 
38 
15 

1,739 
158 
146 

1,919 
529 

4,486 
2,884 
3,609 

17,071 

2,308 
273 
168 

2,345 
604 

retail. 

1950 

139 

386 
328 

3,123 
1,494 
2,879 

15,056 
10 

998 
181 
102 
240 

644 
101 

49 
135 

56 
35 
15 

1,891 
160 
140 

2,028 
530 

4,281 
2,511 
3,126 

18,291 

2,224 
283 
161 

2,434 
609 

1949 
Maro}\ 

136 

126 
61 

1,102 
619 
949 

4,316 
9 

1,000 
166 

99 
246 

664 
93 
48 

138 
66 
37 
15 

601 
57 
43 

594 
169 

1,542 
833 

1,343 
6,572 

801 
98 
47 

730 
184 

1950 
I 

February~ Maroh 

122 

112 
112 

939 
443 
863 

4,191 
10 

1,000 
181 
104 
239 

646 
101 

49 
134 

56 
36 
16 

510 
44 
42 

659 
147 

1,292 
780 
937 

5,208 

674 
80 
46 

686 
172 

137 

141 
101 

1,082 
686 
939 

6,020 
9 

995 
170 
103 
234 

547 
96 
49 

133 
57 
34 
14 

589 
55 
46 

665 
168 

1,479 
989 

1,020 
6,060 

772 
96 
50 

794 
193 

50. 

April 

102 
10 
11 

647 
180 

products, oanned meats and canned meat products, and edible 
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