
THE 

Ja: 

FOR RELEASE 
JULY 7, A.M. 

SITUATION 
BUREAU OF AGRICULTURAL ECONOM f.~-ST/;-,_ 

0 F A I~ U L T lf R,-E UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT 
r:• ' 

LMS· 40 "n~ 
----~Hii 

DOLLARS 
PER 100 

POUNDS 

25 

20 

15 

10 

5 

0 

~ 

PRICES OF BARROWS AND GILTS PU ~~~~~$D
AT CHICAGO, 1941-50 

~ BLrows I 
CEILING PRICE• (CHICAGO BASIS) 

DA.TE EPPl!CTIVf PRICE WEIGHT ANO CLASS 

" 10. 4. 43 $14.75 ALL PURCHASES 

S • IS· 44 { $14.75 240 I OR LESS v _;:-and gilts 
$14,00 0VER,240 II 

10.30. 44 { $14.75 270# OR LESS 

r- $14.00 OVER 270 # - -
{ $14.75 

ALL BARROWS 

~ v 12. 13.44 AND GILTS 
$14.00 OTHER HOGS 

ALL BARROWS 
{ $ld.85 AND GILTS 10. 9. 45 

$14.10 OTHER HOGS 

\_\1F '7 • I ·46 - ALL PURCHASES 
9· I· 46 $16.2S ALL PURCHASES 

1- 10 ·IS ·46 - ALL PURCHASES - -

TEMPORARY 
PRICE FREEZE 

J;Jtll 
( TMPR 8) 

MARCH 23. 1942 

~(NG PRI~E :""< :±---x,_ r-_7JL'_ ------ CHANGE TO 

-v 1 1 
WEEKLY GUIDE, 7 MARKETS 

I/ I 

SUPPORT PRICE (CHICAGO BASIS) 

~ATE EFFECTIVE PRICE. WEIGHT AND GRADE 

4· 0. 41 $9.00 A';L PURC~ASES ~ L SUPPORT PRICE, 
9. 8. 41 85~ PARITY 

10. 2. 42 90" PARITY . 
~ r CHICAGO 

II. 27 ·42 $13.25 240-l70 ! ~ 

4. 10.43 J~3.7S 240-270 g 
9 • I· 43 13.7S 200-270 . 0 

12-23-43 $13.7S 200-300 . ~ 
I· 27 ·.C4 $13.75 200-330 ~ 4. 15-44 $13.7S 200-270 ~ 5. 15.44 $13.75 180-270 

1o. 1 ·44 $12.SO 200-240 . ~ II- 26 ·44 $12.50 200-270 . 
4 ·II ·45 $13.00 -270 ::1 
4. 2S. 4S $13.00 -300 8 5. 21 • .cs $13.00 ~~L WEIG,!-iTS 

I 0. I· 46 $12.7S-IS.OO 0 
4 • I· 47 $15.25-17.2S . ~ 

10- 1 -47 $14.S0-16.75 . 
0 

.t. 1 • 48 $16.S0-18.50 § 10. I -48 $15.2S-17.SO 
4. 3. 49 $16.2S-18.SO . 

PRICE GUIDES, SEVEN MARKETS 
OAT!! EFFECTIVE PRICE! WEIGHT ,A,NO GRADE 

10. 1-49 Sl4.7S-18.4S ALL WTS. BARl1:0WS 
AND GILTS 

-

-

lut,Ld •_ulul d d1Ldn d II d d ll,t d ,I Ji, d d,d d .I ,!,,f II d 
" " ,I .I' "Ill " 

1 9 4 1 19 4 2 I 9 4 3 1 9 4 4 1 9 4 5 1 9 4 6 I 9 4 7 194 8 19 4 9 19 50 19 5 1 
• DID NOT APPLY TO HOGS SOLD FOR FEEDING OVER 30 DAYS, FOR BREEDING 

TO SERUM MANUFACTURERS. OR BY NATIONAL YOUTH ORGANIZATIONS 
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. Along with prices of most meat animals, 
Prt~es of hogs advanced in April and May. 
Chicago prices of barrows and gilts at $19.26 in 

mid- June were $3.32 per 100 pounds higher than 
in early April and were within $1.06 of June 
1949 prices. 
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SUMi!ARY 

About an average seasonal increase in prioes of meat animals end 
meats seoms likely this sunmer. Peak prices may ~~our in J.a·te sununar or 
e:J.i~l;r fall~. ~rioes of cattle are now higher ·than· llii.st. ye.ar <md are ex .. 
pected ·bo oo.D..tinue higher through the sumner •. Prioes o.f hogs levelled 
cl?f' in June after risinrS rapidly from .I!lid~April t.hrough May and are rJot 
llk~ly ·to top ~hose of' last sunmer. Probable exoep·tions to 'the ge:;.1e:ral 
uotrer,d this sunrnar a.ra sheep· and 1~ and .lower grades of' cattle, prices 
f~l' which are likely to decline· seasonally. .. · · · 

. Mee,t production this sunnner is expected to be about equal ·to the.t. 
of last summer. About as;many barrows and. gilts as a year earlier, and a 
fevr more sovrs, are expected to be slaughter,ed. Marketings of' cattle from 
feedlcrbs mr...y not be as large this su:mmer ,as la~Jt, preventing beef Hupplies 
from eque.llin~ lns·t; year until ·late in the se.ason. · More cat:tJ.e 'V'iere. on 
feed t'hi~ ';tinter and spril1g than last, but thay were sohedul.ed fo:;.~ la·tel' 
ll)D.rketing• 

Meat production during the iast two-and· one~half years has f!l.bout · 
kep-t paoe wibh ·the pcpulation growth. Henoe there has be·en lH;tle '!henge 
ir, ann';lal consumpti,jn per person.. In the .first quA-rter, con~n1n:r.::rtio:n psr 
person vras about equal to that a yee.r earlier. Seccnd-a:1.d t·M cd-que.r'Cer 
consumption may also total about t!le same as in 19·19u Iil ·the four~h 
q•larter ~ there may be mere beef and more porl:: the.n a year earli.er, and. tiotal 
me,a:b consumption per persOn may be Svl'IBWhat J.arger • 

.; f • 

. Add.itional beef' la~·e this year wil,l o~me mainly from slaughter o~ 
gre..in-f'ed c.attle, numbers of' -which may not decline as muoh ·as the~~ d1.d in 
late 19494!. The extra quantity of' pork will r!3sult from the larger 1950 
spring pig crop~ The orcp of 60 million pigs this spring was :3 percent 
larger than the 1949 spring ·crop and a new peacetime record~ . !n the: last 
bv'.> years, muoh of' the increase in numbers of pigs was offset by a reduction 
in sla~ghter ·weights of'· hogs. Weights next fall and winter m-1y be about as 
heayy a~:this past year. · Thus the increase in pigs saved will· probt1h:!.y be 
ref:ect~d in'an equivalent increase in·total pork produotio~, and a small 
·inc·:r·ease in p~duction per perso~. . ' · ' 

. '· 
Five percent more sows farrowed this spr'ing than last. This increase 

was less then the· 7 percent gain indio a ted last December. A weakness in hog 
prioes during the winter, together with rising prio$s of com, probably 
aooounts f'or the smaller increase than had been intended. 

I ., • • 
'• .· 

• '' I '"' •• 

. :. titters 'were farrowed slightly El~~lier .•. 9~ the av~rage, this spring 
than in ·1949· .. · · · . . 
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Farmers' re'!_:lorts on June l indioa·:.ed that they intended to ·have 
5 percent r.:ore sows fnrrovr fall pigs this year than last. With litters of 
average size, the ·fall pig orop would ·be ·ebout :39 million, or 5 peroent 
n:oro t!te.n la~t year. · . The increase -v;o11ld be the fourth in euooeasion, and 
the 1950 fall crop would be 28 peroelll:; larger than the 194:6 orop of 
30.5 million. 

REVI~V AND OUTLOOK 

Sprin~ Pi5 Crop .J!:e.1 Percen.i 

The 1950 spring pig orop ·of 60 million ·,vas 3 percent larger than the 
1949 crop and a new peacetime record. 

Five pe roelll:; rr.ore. sows farrowed th:l.s spring than last. The size of 
litter was do\~ slightly, averaging 6.3i compared vdth the near record of 
6.45 pigs last spring. 

Last December, fe.rmers' reports indica.teq that they intended to in
crease the number of sovrs to farrow by 7 percent. In failing to· carry out 
their intentions fully, thGy ·probably were influenced by the wealmess in 
prices of hogs during the winter. Prices i:nor.eased less than uE~uc.l from 
December to March, holdin$ close to the support lovel and averaging :.:13.00 
to :)4.00 per 100 pounds below· a year earlier. Meanwhile, the price of corn 
was increasing and the ho·g-oorn price ratio dropped to only a little above 
average. Not until the middle of April did hog prices strengthen appreci
ably. 

Farrowing dates show a further r;hift to earliel" farrowings this 
spring. The proportion of farrowings in Deoomber end Je.nuary was slir)l.tly 

, Siraller than last year. However, the percentagfi farrowed in Februe.ry 
increased to 12.0, the largest proportion on record for that month •. Muoh 
of the shift to earlier farrowings took place in ·t:he Corn Belt. Furrow• 
ings through liarch comprised 45.0 perce.rrc of the tota.J. for these States 
compared with 42.6 percent for the ~ame period last year. 

. Compared with 1937-41 too, the 1950. distribution 'by months shows 
more concentration of farrowings jas"j: before the oenter of the spring 
season. The peroente.go or spring fe.rrcwings coming in Februa!"J i.s up to 
12.0 compared with io. 5 percent prewar, ar.td the percentage in l!l.aroh is 
30.6 percent, up from 26.5 percent prewar., 50.\J, percent of sovrs farrowing 
this spr~:Q.g farrowed in the first 4 months of the season as comparE'ld with 
46.3 percent prewar. · 

!!!.!, Crop ~:!?.! Increased ,2. Percent 

F~rmers' int~ntions on June 1 were for 5 percent rrore sows to farrow 
this fnll than last. At an average of 6.5 pigs per litter, 39 million pigs 
would be saved. This number would be 5 peroent more than >'V'ere saved J.ast 



WS..40 -. 5 - .. 
'l'able 1,- Sows farrowing, pig~ saved and pigs ee.vsd per litter, spring a.nd ta.ll pig Ol"Ops, 

United States and by regions, a""rag~ 19.:S7-41, a.nn~ta.1 1942-50 

SPRING PIG CROP 

lfOI'th Borth Centl"&1 'So\lth South Unitied 
Tear J.t1aut1o J.tliUII:io Central Weatarn States 

East Weat 

'fboueands 'l'houeande 'l'houeaxuu ftlouaand1 'l'houea.nds Tbouoands ~an;!!. 

!IOwa i.'ii"rroWl:ng 

1937-41. av. uo 2,016 3,417 680 1,069 312 7,634 
1942 161 2,467 4,674 666 1,314 413 9,684 
1943 210 2,947 6,997 818 1,686 616 12,1H 
1944 .. .. 196 2,U6 4,S01 772 1,227 332 9 ,246. 
1946 I • 164 2,129 4,111 620 1,024 260 8,296 
1946 144 2,169 3,876 639 1,027 264 8,.109 
1947 .. 167 2,313 4,266 670 1,003 243 8,662 
1948 148 2,113 3,761 8611 1,019 270. 7,964 
1949 181 2,412 4,395· 686 1,125 273 ·9,054 
1950 !:1 14Q 2,613 4,668 717 1,135 245 9,618 

'I a sa.ve<I 

• 
1937-41av, I· 886 12,961 21,472 S,S77 6,167 1,946 .46,801 
1942 962 16,378 '29,623 3,914 7,781 2,646 61,093 
1943 1,S04 18,262 U,899 4,720 9,907 3,141 U.,223 
1944 1,Sl6 15,193 26,568 4,482 7,162 2,0S3 · 65,764 
1946 1,000 14,176 26,766 3,6S5 6,003 1,619 62,169 
1948 984 U.,669 26,S24 3,779 6,130 1,616 52,392 
1947 1,019 14,276 26,o:n S,966 5,992 1,626 62,802 
1948 965 14,086 24,348 3,969 6,212 1,686 61,266 
1949 1,092 16,034 28,340 4,215 6,996 1, 749 68,426 
1950 !:1 904 161653 .29,547 4,478 7,068 1,539 601079 

~ ~ 
P!r;• aav~r li~~er 

~ .!!@!!!. ~ ~ ~ 

1937•41 &To 6,sz 6,46 e.-so 6.82 6o76 8.24 6.22 
l9ta 6.31 6,64 .6. S2 6o69 6,92 6.17 6.31 
1943 .. 6.21 8,19 6,15 5,77 5,88 6,09 6ol0 
19U 8.63 6,29 6o94 6o61 6.84 6ol2. e.o3 
1946 6,62 8,66 6.27 5.87 6.86 6o22 8.29 
1968 6.79 6.71 6,63 5,91 '6,97 6,36 6.46 
1947 6.49 6,17 6.10 5o90 6.97 6,27 6.10 
1948 6.63 6.66 6.47 6~08 8,10 6,24 6o44 
1949 6,60 6o66 6.46 6.13 8.22 6,39 6,46 
1950 !:1 6.46 6,33 6o33 6,26 R,22 6.27 6o31 

FALL PIG CROP 

lftiOuaa.nilii !liiiuianili tliouaands. 
Sowll farrOWing 

Suae.nCia · lfii'Ouaaiiiia tliousan<Ia tliouaa.nda 

1937•41 &To 127 1,471 1;680 507 963 264 4,802 
1942 167 1,994 2,-&06 836 1,284 U4 6,840 
1943 220 2,247 2,683 771 1,454 410 7,666 
l9U 1156 1,53B 1,644 662 914 201 4,862 
1946 1159 1,706 1,646 568 976 200 6,4.26 
1946 120 1,616 1,448 689 863 160 .. 4, 713 
1947 119 1,1166 1,634 698 908 182 4,907 
1948 125 1,831 1, 704. 675 ' 923 200 6, 158' 
1949 122 1,649 1,968 606 981 201 5, 726 
1950 y 106 1,966 ~1194 606 966 180 61017 

H .. Tea: 
I 

1937-4,1 &To 844 9,756 .· 9,400 3,061 5,769 1,608 30,428 
1942 1,039 13,132 ~S,U2 S,901 8,054 2,S22 43,810 
1943 l,U5 14.,489 16,489 4,696 6,917 2,568 47,684 
1944 909 10,164 9,762 3.276 6,600 1,274 30,906 
1945 919 11,224 11,761 3,401 8,007 1,261 34,69:5 
1946 608 10,194 9,574 3,697 5,382 993 S0,548 
19'7 822 10,268 ' 9,7~ l5,668 6,668 1,169 Sl,l546 
1948. 864 11,066 11,280 3,891. 5•834 1,286 3_3,921 
1949 827 12,260 12,871 3,769 6,242 1,313 37,262 
1960 y 39,000 

~ .§?..!:. .!!!!!!!. 
Pr&• ... TW :rH:ser 

Wer 1\Dit) er ~ . 1fli]J;';r-"" 

1937-U &To 6,6s 6,6S 6,s4 6.02 6.99 6. 31 6."S3 
1942 I 6.89 6.69 8,39 8,13 6.27 6,38 6,40 
1943 I 8.66 8.46 .6.28 6,09 6.13 6,26 6.29 
19'44 :a 8.'11 8,62 . 6,S5 5.94 6,02 6,36 6.33 
1945 

-~ 8,63 6,68 ·6.u 6.10 6.15 6,41 6, 38 
1948 I 6.'16 '6,73 6.82 6,n· 6.10 6,23 6,48 
1947 i s..88 8.56 ·s..s6 8.U. 8..24 6.46 6.39 
1948 6.90 8.78 6.62 6.26 6.S2 6,42 6.66 
i949 6,80 6o63 6, 64 6.22 6ol56 6.64 '6o 51 960 y 

I 6.60 
y Preliminary, y Humber 1nd1oated to farrow from breeding intentiou aa o.f June 1, 1960 and a.ver&ge nu.mber of piga 
per litter (1939-48) uaed to oaloulate indioated number of p1ga ...... ec~. 
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fall. An increase in the fall cr,.,p this year may be the foud;h. in suo
cession since the fall of 1946. The indicated ·1950 fall orop would be 
28 percent larger than the 30.5 million crop in the fall o.f 1946 ~ 

Ta.bl'J 2,- Number of sows farrowing, npring; season, nnd percentage 
distrib:.1tion by months, United S·bates~ ave1·ago 1937-41 e.nd 

annual 1916-50 

HurrJ:>er of sows fe.rrowin.;og~..-____ --------
:. 

Yeer :Deo. ]/ Jan. Feb. : March .April May Total 

Th0us, Tbot.~s, 1'h0i.!6, 
. 

~·r:.ouJ ~ -- ·-- -- ----
1937-41 av.: 290 409 791 1,999 2,605 1.?440 7~534 

194G 296 358 703 2,136 2,962 1 0 f) 54 8,109 
1947 301 393 914 2,475 3)C63 1~506 8~652 
1948 263 367 762 2,150 2,874 1,648 7,964 
1949 303 467 988 2,623 31'090 1,583 9,054 
1950 2'13 451 1,444 2,898 3,168 1,584 9.~ 518 

--.....w ..... f 

: p,9rc cn:t; --
1937-41 ave: 3.9 5.4 10~5 26.5 3'.l:u6 19 .. 1 100~0 

1916 3.,7 4.4 8.7 26a 3 3G • 5 · 20.4 100n0 
19-17 3 t:: ov 4:,5 10~6 28.6 35.4 17.4 JGO .. O 
1948 3.3 4.6 9Q6 27o0 36.1 19,,4 100,.0 
1949 3.3 5.2 10.9 29.0 34~ 1 17.5 100.0 
1950 2.9 4 •• , 12.0 30.5 33o 3 16nt3 100.0 

y December of ~n·eosding year. -· 

The rising prices of hogs since mi(!-Apri1 have improved the income 
prospects for ho8; fqnners and have doubtlessly been a factor in farmers' 
plans fol:' more fall pic;s. Prices of barrov:s and g:llts at Ch:i.caco increased 
$3.20 per 100 pound& from mid-April to mid-June, and at the latter date 
were within $1.,06 of the price a year earlier • 

• 

Cormnercia1 meat production to date in 1950 has been larger than a. 
year earlier by a small margin -- just about:; the same proportion as the in
crease in pormlation., Production in the firi>t quarter was 1 parcent larger 
than the first quarter 1949 production, and the increase in the second 
quarter over the same 1949 period appears to be around 3 percent. 

Comparisons for 1950 are in keeping with trends of the last 3 years. 
Beginning with 1948, meat production he.s on the whole increased at nbout 
the same rate as the population. Annual consumption per capita has been 
steady. In 1948, it was 145 pounds and in 1949, 144 pounds. 
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This s·lowly increasing p.r~duq.ti~n .and stable. oonsumptiop has OQourred 
at e. time of very large o.o·rn -crops e.nd· sizable increases in the numbers of 
pigs raised and of cattle on feed, Inoree.sing quantities of grain have gone 
into cb.iry' and poultry product.ion in'the last t\·;o years~ Suppc:rt· -programs 
have resulted in an accumulation of corn and other feed gr~ins in Government 
handg or under Gcvernmm:c loe.r • ., A~though more livestoo~ ha:ire b.oen•:;rd.sed 
and fed, .the increased numbers have been partly ~fi'set by ligh~er average 
slaughter weights, Morsover~ an increase in numqers of cattle on farms has 
been possibl'3 only throu3;h ·some. reduction in slaughter of .oatt~e"ana-·o-a.lves. 
Cattle and ·calf numbers increased 172 thousana in 1948 and 2,0 :million in 
1949, and a further increase .is _expected in 1950. . , 

Slaughter w~:i.ghts. of oteers e.nd barrows ,and gilts are lighte.r. this 
year then last • In 1949, averat;e market weig;h;·t.s for slaughter steers in 
the Corn B€)1'1:; were excep-tionally high, and were a factor in providing a 
rather large quant:i:t;y of beef despi·ce the increased number of cattle with
held for herd expansion. Thjs year .steers have not been as highly finish
ed as· a. year ego and slaughter weights, although high, have been lighter 
than those of 1949~ · 

Current weights of barrows and gilts :are espeoially· ~ow .in cOJ!lparison 
with the war and post·war years through .1948,. .. Because of lovi lard prices and 
seasonal price discounts for heavy hogs· during muoh of the. year, and a 
seasonal prioe adjustment was incorporated in the sohedule of ~upport prices, 
market ·weights' became especially light in 'the ·.early fall of 1949~. Las·t; · · 
Augus·b, the Chicago aver13;ge fo.r .barrows and gil'~s was below the ·1938.-41 .av ... 
erage for the month. In March 1950, a weakness in prio·es and uncertainty as 
.to continuation of. prioe supports oaused weights. again to drop below the 
.prewar average •.. Market weights of barrows ~nd gilts at Chioago averag:ed 
260 pounds in May. :r'hat weight was 21 pounq.~ or 8 percent below the : 
271 pounds in Hay 1948. A reduction this large substantially restricts 
the increase in total pork production that would aoorue from increased hog 
numbers. However, outpu+. o:f' lean pork produot·s is reduoed'less·with light
er weights than is output of . .lo.rd and fat outs. 

Meat Produo-ljion This Summe-r ... 
--.. ---·---~ ... - ----~-May be ..A.bcut Eg,1al to 1849 

----...... ---- --- --
. ·· .- Prospects are .for .me'at supplies this summer to be about the srune as 
those a year ago. On June 1, 3 percent mor,e hqgs over 6 months of age than 
a year ago were reported on farms. I;Jore of the f~ll pig crop had been sold 

· by that date .this year than last. But 5 perc-.ent moro. sows were on farms 
for spring farrowing this year· and the number to pe.marketed this. sununer is 
slightly larger than a year· ago• Slaughter of h~gs from·the spring pig 

· orop me.y begin very early aga.in this. yenr, . Bas~d ·on the.se indic-ations, 
pork produqtion during th~ summa~ is not expeQted to differ much. from a 

. yee:r eaz:olier. · 

Through April, cattle slaughter was smaller than last year, In May, 
Federally inspected slaughter exoeeded that in May 1949, More cattle were 
grain-fed last winter them in the previous winter, but they were put on 
!eed at lighter weights and scheduled for later slaughtering dates. Con
sequently 1 cattle slaughter may not increase as fe.et this sumner as last, 

' and may not regain its 1949 level until late in the ~Season.· 
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Table 3.- Avera~e weight of barrows and gilts and slaughter steers at 
Chio"-\go by months,. prewar. avero.ge,. 1947 to date 

SJ,;;eers·, ail grades o1tt of first Barrow:; 
hands f~ slau5hber a·1d .,.;1--s -- ~----~ 

Month : t . 
1037 ... 1938- . 

:41 av.: 
'19·47 . 1948 : 1949 1950 :41 av. 

. 1947: 1948: J.949 1950 . . 
: 

:-~ Lb. ·Lb •. -- · Lb;. Lb;. Lb, .. Lb .. Lb,. !.,b. Lb, -· ~ - ·-
January 1,083 998 1,027 '1,103 1,.082 237 248 255 255 247 
Febrqary 1,071 993 1,063 1,092 1,081 243 256 260 254 250 
March . . . . 1,055 988 1,'063 1)096' 1,061 249 263 267 256 244 
.April 1,036 991 1,044 1,083. 1,057 247 261 267 250 246 
May 1,035 988 1,047 1 '090 . 1 , 049 244. 267 271 257 250 
June ; 1,046 982 1,059 ·1,079 ]/1;0'70 .240 263 275 250 .!/243 
July 1,049 990 1,062 1,071 238 261 253 242 
August 1,046 995 1,048 1,059 236 259 239 231 
September 1,052 993 1,052 1,045 224 239 232 215 

.Octo[ler 1,071 1,042 1,068 1,033 221 225 226 222 
November : 1,083 1,043' "1,097 1,067 225 231 234 232 
Decemp~r 1,100 1,048 1,·093 1,078 232 240 245 239 

Year l,OGO 1,001 1,060 1,074 236 249 254 242 
: 

17 Averege of ri"rst 3 weeks. 
CompilE!d from Market ~. Livestock Bra~o·h., PMA •. 

With meat production likeiy to be- near that of last summer, con
sumpti~n per person in the July-September que.rter may be e.bout the same as 
the 34.5 pounds consumed in that quarter last year. · 

More Meat· in Fourth ·0uarter 

The fourth quarler· of ·this. year may ;bring the first substantial in
crease in meat supplies over last year. Beef production ma'y be up from the 
rather small pro,h1otiQn in the fourth quarter of. 1949 •. The increase vvill 
come from fed cattleJ slaughter suppliea ·of Which are n:>t likely to drop 
off as much this fall as they did last fall.· Slaughter of· gras's cattle 
probably will not increase o·ver la·st fall, because of c~:>ntinued interest 
in building up cattle herds. · 

The larger pig crop of: this, spring will be reflected in more hogs 
slaughtered and rr:ore· pork produced this fall and winter than last.·. It 
seems. unlikely that slaughter· weigh1;s at that time wi 11 -average appreciably 
lower than last year's, which in ear_ly.fall montl:ls dipped below prewar av
erages. Weights are'most·likely to··stay up if prices. remain at or above 
those received in 1949 and if discounts for heavy weights. are not exception• 
a.llY wide;.· 
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Table •• ~ Number ~r hogs 6 months old and over on £arms Jude 1, 1935-50 

: 
· _, Yaai· 1 

Nortl'i 
Cent. r ·a·'l . , other 

: States 

. .. 
; . 3ta·tes 

___ ......., ........ __.... ::--·-::!"""':"'~"1 --,;..--eooor~~:--~---
,lfOOO·~ 1 .. 0..££ ~ 

• 
1935 ' 
1936 • 
1937 • 
1938 
19'39 
1940 ,. 
1941. . ,. 
1942 
1943 
1944 
1945 
1946 
1947 
1948 
1949. : 
1950 ]:/: 

:' 

.10,'129 
11,.,969 
l0,635. 
'10,843 
13,460 
15)518 
14J?87 
17,835 
23~017 
20,866 

'16.;147 
14,;107 
15,527 
1-4,650 
1{,175 
14,968 

Price~ E_ontinu! High~.!.!; ~J 
· Furthe_r Increases Like1:z.- . 

8,499 
8,805 
g,518 
9;350 

10;854 
. ·l:l;650 

9,'860 
' 11,006 
· lS,-240 · · 
. '13 634 

. . I . 

9,419 
. ' ' .. 8,852' 

a.-s9·3 
9 ,0!}6 
6 ,64'1' 
e·,sos 

t. "". 

• .. t - .. 

Un'it·ed 
Sb:tes 

l.oooli::~ad ----------
19,228 
20,774 
20,153 
20,193 

'24,'314 
.. '27,168 

'24,"647 
28£'841 
36,257 
34,500 
~5,566 
22,959: 
24,220 
'23, 746 
2'2,816 
"23,474 

Prices of' most meat •anima1.s and mee.ts levei'ed off in early June after 
rising f'a~t f'rom ;IIlid-Ap:r.il. ~hrpugh May. A seasonal pr.ioe inorea.se similar . 
to that which ocours most years seems likely for this summer. Meat supplies 
in prospect clo not appear large enough to prevent a further increase above 
the high June level, so lt'lng as personal incomes remain very large, 

Prices or· all classes of' meat anin:tals except wooled slaughter larriDs 
and slaughter· 'ewes· edged upwar4 "t;hrough i.Vla.y, then steadied the first part 
of' June. Prices· for all market classes of cr.tt-le were higher this June 

· .than in June 1949, but for most classes were lower than in June 1948. 
However~ 'prioes of' Common slaughter st,eers, stocker a~d feeder. steers, ~d 
vealers were higher -bhis June than 2 years earlier (table 5). 

Prices of hcgs in the first 3 weeks of June were almost as high as 
last June but lower than in June 1948. Prioes of' lambs averaged---slightly 
above 1949 but below 1948 prices for the month. .Ewe prict?s, whioh declined 
almost ~5.00 per 100 pounds beginning in ea'rly April, av.erag~d ~b.out t_he 
same tht.s June. as last.- Price. changes for e.wes d,uring the spring reflect 

. partly· the increasing proportion of ew.es that iit:'e -~rket~d shorn. ' .. 
~- ' . 



JUNB 1950 - 10 -

Table 5.- Mc.rket prices for selected :o.lasses of meA.t animals, and 
. Oymposite retail prices of meflts at New York c.ity,, June 1948-50 

__,,......_P_r_i~C~J;er ~"9.2_1?~~~1.~~ :. Percent-
Jtme .~ 105.· 0 : ,. : J. :change from 

( · .,une · t~n"" -~··-~ : a"<(erJ.ge for :, 049 : 1 ·0 /. 8, :·June :June 
f . . "' 1 ' ··" _ ... :1: l 0 49 1 : lrfrt ,-. wee {;S, ; : :. " : 948 

Itetn 

~- Dol. D0~ ..•. 
Meat aninHll s 
Sluu(;"hte'rsteel·s, Chicago 

Choice and Prime ••••••••••••••••••••· 
Good ···~·•••••••••••••••••••••••••••= 
Medium •••••••••••••••••••••••·••••••= 
Comm.on ••••••••••••••••• , • , • , •••••••• : 

Averaee, 4 grades •••••••••••••••••S 
Cows, Good, Chicago •••••••••••••••••••: 
Vealer~, Good and Choice, Chicago •••••= 
Stocker & fl3eder steers, Kansas City];/: 
Barrows and gilts,.Chioago ••••••••••••: 
Sows, Chicago ••••••••••••••••••••6••••= 
Slaughter l::uribs, Good & Choice, spring,: 

Chicago ••••••••••••••••••••••••••o••= 
Slaughter lar:,bs, Gcod & Choice,. spring,: 

· K~n;1a~ City c ••••·-~··· .·.~-···· ·G·.~ •• ••••: 
Slaughter e~ves, Good & Choice 1 Chicago 

31.42 
30.01 
27.96 
25.13 
30.15 
23.14 
29.25 
2?.68 
19.51 
16.21 

27.75 

28.00 
9,14 

27.51 
26,37 
24~61 
2lo26 
26.47 
20.81 
26.13 
22.53 
20.76 
16.65 

27.49 

36.79 
34:,85 
30.97 
23.91 
34·. '12 
26,, 33 
27,27 
26.96 
23.62 
20.83 

30.44 

/14 
/14 
/14 
/18 
/14 
/11 
fl2 
/23 
.. 6 

- 3 

-15 
-14 
-10 
/5 
-13 
-12 
I 7 
/3 
-17 
-22 

- 9 

30.46 /1 - 8 
~-0 u 8 3 __ 3_._-_1_6_ 

Pri'CeP"erp·o~,d. 
Moa.ts, retail, New York City :-· -~C ... e-n...,t-13---·aents C;eri.-:s·-s-.--

Steerbe.ef, c()ii;j?o"Sfte average ; •••••••• : '!Jff:B-. B"a:r a'CC5-/i3 - 3 
Lamb, composite average •••••••••u•••••: Y71.9 · 72.8 71.9 · .:: 1 
Fork, including la;rcl, composite average: lj46,6 48,5 55.8 - 4 -16 

Y AYerage for all weignts and grades. 
y Avera.ge for first t1'VO weeks. 
Cot11piled from_!!~·~~, Livestock Branch, PivlA. 

Re·br::til prices of beef, pork, and lamb advanced about equally this 
snring. Composite 11verage prices at ~·ew York City showed an 8 tv 9 percent 
g11.in for each kind of meat from early April to early June. 'Ihe pr~.ce of 
steer beef in ea.1·ly June was 13 percent higher tl:..an in J1.me last· year, but 
prices of pork and lAmb wer~ slightly lower than last June. June 19·50 
prices were· ::noderately lower than those of Jun,e 19·18. 

Stron~er Demand, Unche.n~ed Supplies, 
'I' his Spring;, Surrmi9r 

l!i.gher oon,sutner incomes this year have strengthened demand for ·meat. 
Disposable pe.rsona.l income, as a seasonally adjusted annual rate, declined 
from ).93 billion. dollars in January~Maroh 1949 to 191 billions in October
December. Augme:!lted by veterans' insurenoe refunds and a construction boom, 
disposable incoms moun·ted to a record 201.3 billion dollars in the first 
quarter of 1950. As insuranoe refunds neared ·their end, income probably 
slipped off in the second quarter but remained high. . 
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. Demand for meat fa.iled to respond immediately to the higher inoor:,ea 
in January .. March this year, but its increr:tse later was the rr:ain foetor in 
the rapid price advance for meat and meat animals beginning in mid-April. 
Prelimin.a.ry indicat:!.o:c.s are that the retHil value of men.t consumed. ~.n the 
April-June quarter vrill be about the samo as it· was jn ~.:;ha-fj quarter of 
1949. Consumption per person will be nearl;}r. the· same;. prices dso· vri)l 
average little differ.ent because higher prices for- beef are about offset 
by lo·wer prices for pork and la.mb. If incomes per person also do .not. 
cl.i.ffor grf)atJ.y, the retail ve.lue of meat consumed in the quart.er wJll nv-
er8.ge about -the same as las·G ye·ar relatl ve to . incomes: . . 

The indication that demand is .again at last yoer' s relation to; in
comes supports the pros.pect ·for about ·the usual see.son'll price inr.'reeses 

.t!1is Ht'rrnner. 'rhis prospect would be disproved if rr.sat supplieG fail to 
re13.ch oxpectations, or if personal incomes should begin a new surge this 
sumner. 

Price Advance Host Likelv For . .............. _ ----· -- ---....::.. . ........._ ' 

Hcp.;~ !!~ E2_~~.!!. Gru.c'\es oi' Ca.ttle 

A sea.~onnl increase in price is most likely this summe.r for hogs and 
the better grades of cattle, and for pork and beef. Prices of ,barrows and 
gilts and of the ·top grades of .·cattle may reach their peak in la·te sum.mer 
or early fall. Prices of the lower grades of slaughter cattle are likely 
to decline seasonally.· Lamb prices also mny decrease although at a slov:er 
rate than usus 1. · 

Largnr marketings will bring seasonally lower priceG of h•,gs ne):t 
fall. Prices of the be·liter grades of slaughter cattle rr.ay de.:.l ine n:odernte
ly during the f.all, while those of the lower grades may be more nearly 
steady. 

As usually happens when increasing t~.umbers of sows are mark13ted1 

pricl3 discounts for heavy hogs have widened. Sow me.rkctings# which Vlore 
rather early in 1949, vrera even earlier th::.s yea.r. In the first 3 weoks 
of J1~ne, 23 percent of. all hoe;s reo'Eiived at 7 rr.arkets· were sows. A year 
earlier, 20 percent of' receipts in tho·se weeks were sov-rs, and two years 
o.go only 11 percent were sows •. 

The pr:i.ce S'[}i:"ead at Chicago between 200-220 e.nd 240-270 pound barrows 
e.nd gilts was_only 22 cents oer 100 po\mds in ~·:ay. It widened to n· by the 
week ended June 17, but· in that ·week it was •nore thrm the 69 cents in the 
same v:eek of 1£149 and in porg~ntage' terms was n\Jout avora.ge for. the season. 
Early in 1950, the prioe discount for heavy hogs was very wide, bu-t as more 
lightweight hogs arrived at ma·rkets it narrowed faster thf'.n usut~.l• 

. A seasonally wider price spread between light and hea~J weichts is 
hkely this summer. At· the peak of the sow matket·:i.ngs, it may be at least 
e.s wide as average for the season. 



Table 6.- Price per 100 pounds for barrows and gilts, by~months, at Chicago 1941 to date 
and at 7 markets, October 1949 to date 

Cot 
d 

{Data for cover page chart) Ei3 -. . . . . : : ; : . . .. ..... . . . . . . . . 
Year : Jan. : Feb. : i:ar. : April : May : June : July . : .Aug. : Sept.: Oct. : I;ov, : Dec. 

co 
(n . . : . . . . . . 0 : . . . . . . : . : . . 

Doi. Dol. Dol. Dol. Dol. Dol. Dol. Dol~ Dol. Dol. Dol •. Dol. - - - - - - --. Chicago . . . 
1941· : 7.81 :. 7.73 -7.€9 8.44 9,00 9.88 11.12 1L23 11.67 10.63 10 .• 22 10.75 
1942 : 11.44 12.65 13.42 14.20 14 .. 09 14.26 14.55 14.74 14.67 14.97 13.94 14.03 
1943 : 14.135 . 15.38 15.61 15.15 14.46 13.85 13.87 14.42 14.94 14.6$ 13.74 ·13~55 
1944 : 13.51 13.64 13.98 13.66 13.16 13.11 13.'72 14.58 14.69 14.62 14.18 14Q23 
~945 : 14.72 14.75 14.75 14.75 14.75 14.75 14.75 14.75 '14.75 14.83 14.74 14.76 
1946 : 14.79 14.85 14.85 14..85 14.85 14.85 18.12 21.93 15.25 23.19 24.19 23.19 
1947 : 22.85 26.12 Z7 .. 36 23.80 22.67 23.32 24.74 26.31 28.17 28.09 25.10 26.62 
1948 : 27.06 22.48 :h.64 19.98 20.32 23~62 27.97 29.56 28~84 25.87 22.91 21.34 
1949 : 19.74 19.78 20.49 18 .• 60 18.86 20.76 21.51 21.41 20.76 18.10 16.04 ·15.38 .... 

: 15 .•. 54. 16.85 16.41 '18,96 J(19.51 
N 

191:?0 16.33 . . 
: ~en markets 2Z . · . . 

1949 . - 18.08 i5.79 15.21 . 
1950 : 15.62 .16. 78 113.38 16.25 19.011(l9.52 . 

1/. Avera~~ for first 3 weeks. · 
!/ Enter~d ·for. comparis-on with weekly support guides, which were in ef.f'eot from· October 1949 to 
.March 1950 e.nd applied to the 7-me.:t<ket average. 
Compiled from Market News, Livestock Branch, PMA • 

.. 
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Table 7.- lioni..hly range'of support price f'or hogs per lOO_pounds, Chicago, and of'weekly price guides 
· seven :markets, 1946~50 y 

_ ----(D~~ ·~or_ ~2v~_E_ap cha:r-t 2 
Support price : : Suppu!'G price : Ran6e.of weekly 

l'~o!lt4 · : .range, 
~- · Chicago 
------~-Dolla::-s 

1946 ---~ . . 
-:January- ..... . . .. . . . . .. 13~00 

Feb't'~ar.r o' 13.00 •••• C) ••••• 

Maroh · ..... ., •• • •••• :. · 13.00 
April . . ...... " .. "' .. 13.00 
May . •••••••••••••• 13.00 
June . ,· .......... ~: 13,00 
July -., . 0. ·-· ........ 13 .. 00 
August - . 

~ ....... ·-·. •~ 13,00 
Sep-t:; ember· •• ~ •••• :' 13.00 
October --

14.,00 - 15.,00 . . • • e• • • • • • .-
Novenber . • • • • • • • • • 15 .. 00 ·- 14.,00 
'QeGenioer . .......... ~ 12.75 - 13~00 

191:7 . 
: 

~~ai;tuarj ~.~ ...... : 13.00 - 13.,75 
~ebrqa~ ••••••••' 13.75 - 14.,25 
H'arch. ~ ..... • ••••• : 14.,25 - 15.,75 
-~uri~ . ••s••••••••·· 15.25 - 15.75 
May . . ••••••• ,. •• c..~· 15.25 
Ju~e· ••••• ~ •••••• : 15.25 - 16.00 
July .............. : 16 .. 00 - 16o75 
August.~.,Q·-•~•oe: 16~75 - 17.25 
Septenb3r . •••••••• 10.75 - 17.,25 
00tober •••• 4 • ..,~.: 15.75- 15.75 
l'Tove!"'ber 

• • • • ~ • • e • 14.50 - 15 .. 75 
:.De~e~be~ 

e • • • • •" • t 14.50 - 14.75 

l§ontn renge, : guides,. 
_. _______ ._. _Q;-J("'~co : Soven. ms.7kots _ 

DollQ~s : Dollars 
:1948 
t-J~nua:r:y . . .... , .... 

Februar;y- .... "' .... • :_ 
: }.1arch • "t • ••.• ~ •••• : 

April ··~······~•= 
}lie.y ••••o•-=••o•••= 

: June ••~s~•••••••= 
July •••~•••·c~·~= 
August ........... -: 

: September •• ~.".a : 
October ••••••••• : 

: november ••••"!• .... : 
December •••#o ••• : 

:1949 
·January " ........ : 

FebruarJ •••• ~ ••• : 
March ••··~•••••o: 
A'ril • ~. c , e • o. •• : 

l~ay • o • o • ~ • ~ o .o •• o : 

: June ····~·~·~·••= 
Ju~l:r • 9 •.• _. ~ .... • •• : 

: .A.ugust •••••••• ~ •. : 
: September··~~~ •• : 

October •••••• ~ •• : 
N'ovember ........ • : 

: December •~<>•Qoee: 

~--

14.75 - 15., 75 
15.75 - 16.25 
;1.6,2!5- 17,25 
16.50- 17.25 
16.50 
16 .. 50- 17.25 
17 c 25 - 18,.,00 __ 
18,00 - 18., 50 
18"50 
16.25- 17.25 
15.25 - 16~25 
15~'25 - 15.50 

15.50 
16~50 -
17~25 
!6,50 
16o 25 -
16.25 
l7,CO-
18~25 

18.-25 

16.50 
17.25 
17.,.50 
17~50 
16.50 
17,.00 
18.25 
l8e50 
18.50 

: 

• ~ . . 
: 
: 

: . .. 
: 
: 

. . 

. . . .. 

. . 
: . . . . 
. • . . 

: 1S-SC> : : . 

16.25 
14.,75 
14.75 

...;._.,..;_ . \. 

· JB.L.U?-ry • • • • • ••• • J : 15e00 
: February~···~···= : 15.65 • 

18 .. 25 
16.25 

l5o65 
16.65 

: M'?.:~0h ••••• q, ~ o •• : : 16 ~ 6 5 
1/ Price of Good aLd Cnoice ba_r_r_o_w_an__,d~g~iltb"u-Ccher hogs, Se-ven 'iiiii.rl{e~e Chicago, st: Louis Nat '1. 
Stockyards, So. St. Paul, Sioux City, Omaha, Kansas c_~ty and So. St. Joseph. 

i 
I 

~ 

fJ 
Oo1 

• 
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Prioes of lat·d and fat outs of pork, which have a bearing on the 
discount for he9.vy weights, were about th~ sRme this June ata last. 

Feed Prioes HighAr Than 
La.~t Spring . -

Prices of feeds were higher this spring than last. The QaSh prioe 
of corn: at Chicago in June averaged about 12 oents per bushel above the 
price in June 1949. Mos·b other feeds also are priced higher thi.s June 
than last (table 8 ). 

Higher prices for corn and oth~r feed grains are .~ttr~buted to the 
loan programs that heve withheld sizable quantities from eonsump~ion, 
together with smaller feed grain production in 1949 than in 1948, and in
creased requirements for livestock production. On April 1, this year, 
stocks of corn in all positions were the largest on record& Stooke on 
farms totp.li,ng 1,634 million bushels, were 164 million smaller than the 
record stocks of a. year .ec.rlier. Excluding oorn on farms under price 
support, farm stocks totaled only 1,226 million bu~hels, compared with 
1,502 millions on April 1, 1949. The 1943-4.7 average for the date was 
1,173 million bushels. 

~ro~uot,io,n of byp,rodU:ot' f'eed.s. in. th.e p~9-5p fe~ding year is expect
ed to be about ·che· same ao in 1948-49, Su9plies· of' <;>ilseed cakes and meals 
may total slightly larger,: but those~ of wheat byproducts are a little 
small~r than. last year, · 

Higher prices for feeds probably were a f'aetor in the· small~r in
crease in the spring pig crop than· was planned ·last December, and in light
er slaughter weighto of oattle and hogs this year. Prospects for production 
of' feed grains and for price of feeds this fall will af'feot livestock pro-
duction later this year. In general, indications on June 1 w:ere for a 
smaller crop output than last year. However, no very certain prospects wer~ 
evident then, and the first report on the new crops will no·t l:>e a.vaile,ble 
unt:a July 10. · · 

Table a.- karket prices for selected feeds, mid-June 1949 and 1950 

· : Price : 
Feed and 
market Unit 

:~\ieek ended:Week ended: Peroent 
June· 10, : June 11, :ohange 

1950 1949 • ---------- ____ ....;. ____ ...... ~- .Percent-

: . 
Corn, No. 3 Yellow, Chiongo ·, ••• : Cent~ per
Oats, Ho. 3 Y'hite, Chioago •••• : ·bushel·· 
Cottonseed meal, Chiongo •••••• :Dollars per .z. 
Soybean meal, Chicago .......... ; ton 
Tankage, Chicago ••••••••••••••: do. 
Wheat middlings, Chicago ••••• ~: do. 
vVheat bran, Chioago •••••••••••t do. 
Ali'alfe. hay, }Jo. 1, Kansas City: do. · 

Y May price. 

149.1 
97.7 
7$.96 
83.40 

106.50 
55.00 
tJ7. 50 

2/30.00 

135.4 
66.0 
64.50 
67.40 

112.50 
49,.00 
44.50 

.!/28.00 

/10 
/4:8 
I_J.S 
/24 
- 5 
/12 
/7 
f? 
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}~V OR REVISED SERIES 

Pl'oductil)n of canned mea·b under Federal insneotion, and apparent 
distribution, is given by years since 1937 in table 9. FedoraEy in
spected production is the major part of the u. s. toto.l produ;s·jjion. 

Lei!IS os.nnod meat was produc~d and consumed in 1949 than in 1946. 
Nevertheless, annual out out. oon:binues far above prewar,. More promotion 
by pacl>:ers and dis·cributors and wider consumer acceptance are likely to 
retain a prominent place for canned meats, 

Table 10 co!ltains revisions of oorraneroial meat production by months, 
1948 and: 1£'49, 

Table 11 pr~sents data.on commercial production of lard by months; 
1947 to 1949, This series has not been published before in this Situation. 

Table 9,- Coo1ned meat: P~oduction and distribution, 1937-49 

(Net produc~ weight) : corn;---------------: . 
:F0derally: : . : :mercir.-.1: : :Apparent 
:inspected: ~B~~ln-: :exports :Ending: USDA :Ni:!.itary:civiliari 

Year: pn- :Imports:' nl~g : '!'otal : and :stocks: puroha s- :purcha s-: distri ... 
: duction Y :stocks: supply : ship- : y : es 2J : es 2} : but ion 
: y' Y : ment s : '!/ 
: 4/ : : 

---;. Mil .. 2~E._-.-~M~i":"1-~~ll:.._=-.~M:o:oi-=-l-,.':":r~n_.;... """I""·~i""'l,.....-::1~b-,......,M:o:oi.,.l'-.1b, b1il.1b. l'i!il,lb, Mil.1b, Eil.1b. 
: 

1937: 308o1 88,1. 395,2 21,9 0 374.3 
1938: . 303. 5 78,6 382.1 22.8 0 359.3 
1939: 406.8 85. 9. 492.7 23,9 0 468.8 
1940: 530.2 6L3 591.5 20.2 0 571.3 
1941: 883.9 104.3 988.2 26.7 188.4 75.5 697,6 
1942: 1, 926. 6 91.6 2,018.2 19.8 875.6 920,5 202,3 
1943:2,051.2 105.5 2,156,7 9.9 1,024.8 680.5 441,5 
1944:1,930.7 87.7 '2,018.4 13.2 17.7 448.6 1,121.0 417,9 
1945:1,926.1 54.U 17,7 1,998.6 13.5 18,1 359.6 970.9 636,5 
1946:1,342,8 3 ., 18.1 1,364. 2 55.3 22,6 157,1 19.2 1,110,0 e<J 

1947:1,099.4 28.7 22o6 1$150.7 64.3 27.3 31,1 1,028.0 
1948:1,096.0 129.1 27.3 1,252.4 35.4 28.0 52.8 1,136,2 
1949 =1.039-.7 72 •. 3. 28.0 1,1.10·0 . 25.7 2'/, 2 23.0 . ,1,064. ~ . . . 
I/ B~ef r pork, sausage, all other; excluding soup. 3.tl cF.t'iUied boer only, 
Y Cold storage stocks only. ~/ Depart:ment of Commerce data; for 194l-4o, total 
exports and shipments minllS lend-lease and UI:JHRA. Amount shipped to Civilian 
Supply Program taken from 1948 and 1949 total figure. £/ Canned maats and meat 
food products officially graded for CCC, Does not include transfers of meat 
from the military to CCC or small quantities turned back to civilians or trans
ferred to the military. Purchases from U, s. supplies or imports, y From 
:'statistical Yearbook of the Quartermaster Corps 11 and other military records, 
1qot a complete listing of nll canned meats purchased during the war years, but 
Practically all of the canned meats purchased during the war fo :r mass troop 
feeding, Includes imported canned meat and a~ rations and some meat and 
rations later transferred to CCC and UN.RRA, !/ From Federally inspected sup
Plies and imports. 
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Table 10,- Livestock slaughtered and mee.t pro4uoed under Fi!!deral inspection and in other oolll!leroial 
establiehments, United: States, by llbnthe 1948 aDd 1949 · ' 

;- Slaughter 1 ilteat production . 1 . ' ,Slaufll!e·r :; . 1 ileat produotion 
Year 1 1 other t . 1 . : other : · 1 1 other· .1·· • · I· other a-
and Federal·• · wh 1 Total Federal- llh 1 ·total Federal• 1 wh 1 1, Total .redera.l- 1 llh 1 Total 

I, I 0 e- I I I 0 e- I I . · · 0 e• . 0 e- 'I 

month , .. Y in.- :'sale and: oom- ,ly in- :sale e.nd: OOIIP l_ly in- uale and1 oom- r1Y in- asale andt eom--
1 epeoted , retail 1meroial 1 apeot-ed i retail 1meroial 1 speoted retail· 1meroial 1speoted 1 retail 1meroial 
, i,ooo i,ooo 1,066 MiiHon Million Million 1,006 1,ooo .1,000 Million iiiilon . Million 
I~ ~ ~ ~unds ;eounds ,eounds ~ ~ ~ £2Ulldl ;eounds ,P.OI.IIlda 

l;attle Calves 
1948 
--:ran. 1,312,1 507,2 1,819,3 637 219 .866 686,·15· 407.2 993.6 .61 46 106 

Feb, 976.8 387,4 1,364,2 493 169 662 610,8 379.7 890,6 49 38 87 
Mar. 985.8 480,9 1,466,7 613 214 727 666.~ 611.1 1,077. 6 60 I' 49 99 
Apr. 898,6 .499,3 .. 1,397,9 4:1'6 225 700 650.2 492.7 1,042,9 52 ''49 101 
Yay 876.9 448,7 . 1,326.6 460 200 660 608,8 416,6 925.4 53 44·. 97 
June I 1,109,2 440.0 1,649,2 546 188 733 620.0 419.6 1,039.6·. ' 71 . 47, 118 
July 1,045,9 414.9 1,460,8 606 176 681. 676,7 371.1 ·947 .a 72 '• 44 116 
Aug. 1,085.8 427.9 ,1,613. 7·, 6.24 181 706 669.4 372.6 942,0 16 I 45 121 I 

Sept, 1,178.2 478.8 1,667.0 670 203 7:73 698,8 393o0 991,8 81 46 127 
Oot. 1,176.2 466,9 1,633.1 568 194 '762 632,8 376.1 1,006. 91· 82 44 126 
NoT, 1,151.4 439,5 1,590.9 658 186 744 614.1 364.7 978.8 'n, 42 119 
Deo. 11196.9 411. o. 11607.9. 606 1'78. .•763 '572,4 356.3 927.7 67 39 106 

Year 12,993.8 6,392~'5 1§,386'.3 .6,433 2,333 8,766 6,966.7 4,859,7 11,766.4 791 li32 1,323 
1949 
-ran. 1,125.8 406.5 1,532.3 596 ' 183 779 .463.~ ·3.S.4 832;3 54 37 91 

Feb, 994.2 363.3 . 1,347.6 ' 636' . 161 697 476.4 336,8 813.2 47 35 82 
11a.r. 1,102,1. 408.1 1,510.2 607 187 794 618.6 423,2 1,041,8 57 41 98 
Apr. 995.9 365,1 1,361.0 663 168 721 562.0 368,1 930.1 53 38 91 
May 1,024.7 386,3 1,410.0 671 176 747 . 610.5 366.8 867.3 63 39 92 
June 1.096.2 398.9 1,494~ 1 . 585 180 . 766 633.0 364.7 697,7 60 43 103 . 
July .I 1,090,5. . 376.9 1,467,4 576 . 167 743 601.3 335.8 837.1 63 40 103 
Aug. 1,231.8. 440.2 1,672.0 642 193 635 549,2 381.1 930.3 74 49 123 
Sept. 1,224.3 448,7 1,673.0 626 196 621 561.5 379,0 930,5 '74 4.'1 121 
Oot. 1,15~.4 I 426.4 1,581 .. 8 586 187 I 772 667.6 .37~.4. 947.0 '75 46 120 
Nov, 1,116,4 419.6 1,536.9 I 666 • 186 .. 761 684.'7 377.9 962.6 76 44. 119 
Deo. 1 -1-1064,3 ·· 363;9 l'a428,2 666 161 '1'17 610.6 327.7 838.2 61 36 97 

Year .. n1~U.6 417§1.U · 18 i1513 .. t. 61'99lf· ~.rn 9.142 61449.2 41378.9 101628,1 748 494 11240 

.. Shee;e iiiid lambs t . HOge 
1948 ---ran. 116.7 1,464.0 60 6 66 5,223.~ I 1,376.7 6,699,0 929 

Feb. 98,1 1,306.7 66 4 .60 3,746.8 . 1,109.~ 4,856.3 
,, 

679 
11a.r, 122.5 1,297,2 I 65 6 60 3,574.1 1,222.5 4Y, 796,6 672 
Apr. 133,0 1,178.1 47 6 63 . 3,342 •. '7 ·1,133.8 4,476.6 629 
Yay 117,3 1,096.3 42 6 47 I 3,562. 3 .1,002,0 4,664,3 663 
June 1~.2 1,405.0 152 6 68 4,234.8 . 8~4.6 6,119.4 . 774 
July 138.3 1,333.1 150 15 66 . 3,044,1 704,7 3,748,8 676 
Aug, 142.1 1,406 .• 2 53 6 59 2,440.1 647.9 3,088,0 463 
.sept, 161.7 1,615.7 62 6 .68 I 2,835.6 839.0 3,674.6 514 
Oot. 136.4. 1,768.7 68 6 73 4,097.6 961.8 6,049.3 690 
Nov, 134,9 1-678,5 62 5 67 5,425.0 1,030.6 6,465,6 896 
Deo, 119,7 1 448.4 68 5 63 6 089,4 1 162.6 '011 
Year 6 6 63 8 

1949 
---:Jan. 1,234,5 . 104,6 1,339,0 66 5 . 60 6,376.6 1,084.6 6,461.2 762 145 907 

Feb. 1,046.6 86,1 1,131.7 48 3 51 4,079.6 969.7. .. 5,049.2 663 "'12'7'"' "". 696 . 
Mar. 949,2 83,3 1,032.6 43. " 4 I ' ' •" '47 4,314,7 1,006.1 5,320,8 61)4 130 724 
Apr. ·675'.6''' 88,1 763.'7 31 3 34 3,893.9 840 .. 1 4,734,0 528 108 636 
Yay 760.9 '97,3 El66.2 34 4 38 3,721.4 777.7 . 4,499,1 618 101 619 
June 698,1 . 112,8 1,010.9 37 6 42 3,744.8 702.6 4,44'7.4 567 92• 649 
July I 9?:6.3 106.3 1,062,6 41 4 46 3,164.6 624.9 3,789.5 495 . 83 678 
Aug. I 1,126.8 128,0 1,253.8 48 6 54 3,417.3 763.4 4,170.7 500 98 :'698 
Sept, 1,180,0 118.9 1,298. 9. 61 4 56 3,879,4' 849,9 4,729,3 618 110 . 628 
Oot, I 1,172.3 115.0 1,287.3 51 6 56 4,959.2 911,9 6,871.1 634 118 762. 
Nov. I 1,,060,4 106,0 1,166,4 48 4 52 6,003,1 1,066.4 7,071.6 802 139. ~.41, 
Deo. I 11057..8 93.;8 11151,6. . 49 4 63 61477:2 ljl22.7 '•699,9 881 142 . 11'023 

Year 1 121136.5 11240.1 l31!76,6 5!6 \ 51 ll87 i!31o:.;t.7 io17n.o 63.1743.7 71352 1,393 8i745: 
I 

io' ot Statistical Appendix ot the Livestock and ilea.t Si'bia'€ ion for --Reviles table February 19fb. . ...,.__..... ... 
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Table 11 ... Meat and lard produced uhder Fed.e1·a.1 inspection and ih other 
commercial establ~shments, United States, by months, 1947-49 

Year 
and 
month 

: Meat px:oduction : Ln.rd J:.·roduc1:ren 
: F' d 11 2 ~her 1 T t 1 : 1-1 -:o-tr'l'e'r --;-~T-t_l __ 
: e era Y :wholesale : 0 a :~edera Y :wholesale ' 0 a 
:inspected :and retail:commeroial:~s~eoted :and retail:com~er~ial 
: Mil.l'b. Mil:1b:" Iviil.lb. Mil.lb. 1~ilclb71\~Ii7i~ ......... ..._..._ .....,._,............ ......._._.......... 

1947 
~an. 1,653 s2~ 2,178 z~o 37 

Feb. 1,244 398 1,642 139 27 
Mar. : 1,224 375 1,599 124 20 
Apr. : 1,262 398 1,660 128 22 
May 1,327 372 1,699 144 22 
June 1,281 368 1,649 147 20 
July 1,307 388 1,695 148 19 
Aug. 1,141 347 1,488 108 15 
Sep.t.: 1,227 430 1,657 94 20 
Oct. 1,403 460 1,863 112 23 
Nov. : 1,528 428 1,956 155 23 
Deo. : 11639 454 2,093 ?,G4 28 

Year: 1n,236 4,943 21,179 1,722 277 
194·8 : ·---~-----=----- _.;;...l:,.....;...;_, __ ~;..;.. 

257 
l66 
143 
150 
167 
167 
167 
123 
114 
135 
178 
232 

1,999 

~.: 1,504 452 1,956 188 28 216 
Feb. 1,129 359 1,488 141 22 163 
Mar. 1,124 434 1,558 128 23 151 
Apr. : 1,047 436 1,4~3 108 23 131 
May 1,060 387 1,447 122 22 145 
June : 1,319 364 1,683 169 20 188 
July 1,105 323 1,428 123 16 139 
Aug. 1,025 323 1,348 91 14 105 
Sept.: 1,111 371 1,482 87 17 104 
Oct. ~ 1,267 374 1,641 121 19 140 
Nov. : 1,449 377 1,826 176 23 199 
Dec. : ~1~,i:..::5::-::8:-:l;.,_ __ ::--:3:-:8~2----=~1-=·~9-=-6: 3 2 26 2.2_ -~-~L__ 

Year: 14, 721 4, 582 19 a 303_1-..,~6"""8 ... 0_,_. ___ __;..2 §L._ 1, Sl_2-.__ 
1~49 : 

Jan, 1,467 370 1,837 213 24 237 
Feb, 1,194 326 1,520 157 22 178 
Mar, 1,301 362 1,663 159 23 183 
Apr. : 1,165 317 1,482 137 20 157 
May 1,176 320 1,496 136 18 154 
June 1,2 39 320 1,559 145 17 162 
July 1,175 29 4 1,469 134 15 149 
Aug. : 1,264 346 1,610 128 17 145 
s&pt.: 1,268 357 1,625 123 19 142 
Oct. 1,345 355 1,700 159 20 179• 
Nov. :-· 1,491 372 1,863 199 25 224 
Dec. =-=-1=-·~5:-:4:-:7~~-~3~4~3--~~1~·~8~9~0- 2~3~2---~..;;;;2 ... 7 ___ ..;;2;.;;6..;:;0'""'"""· _ 
Year' is ,632 41082 19,714 •• -r;-923 247 2 ,170 "1. -

' . 
TOtals ~re sums of unrounded figures. 
Revises table 10 of the Livestock .and Meat Situation for February 1950. 

' ---.----
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Seleoted·Prioe Statistics for Meat Animals JJ 

Item U~it 

1 Jeuaey-Mat AI;_~ 
I f • I 

I .];949 I .l95Q I 
1949 
May. 

Cattle Md oalves : 1 
Beef steers, slaur;hter sDollars perr' 

Chicer-;o 1 Ghoioe and Prime ......... ,,,,., .• , :100 pounds 
Good •• J •••••••• "• • , ........... , •• , • ·, ••• : do • 
Medium ••• •••••••" •••••••••••••·•••••••'!~: 
Co!Tl!'!1on o••••••··••••••••••••••••• .. ••••••' 

All ~rades ••••••••••••••••••••••••••: 
OITlaha, all ~rades •••••• , , ••••• , •• , • •,. • • a 
Sioux City, ell grades ••••••••••••••••··~ 

Cows, Chicago 1 

Good 0 1!1 I I I I • f. 'II 'I I I I • • I II I I I I I I I t t II " t I t t I I II t J 

Conmon t I 1 I • I t 1 1 t t I I t I I I I 4 I t ·~ t I t, .I,, II I • t.t t ,t J 

Canner e.nd Cutter , e • , , , , • , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , z 
Veal:e't's, Good and Choioe, Chioago .. ~ .... ·.,c 
Stocker and feedor steers, Kansas City ,,,,1 
Pri~e received by farmers 

Beef cattle ••• , , , • , ...................... : 
V&al oal ves •••••• , , • , •••• , ••• , • , , •••••• • 1 

Hogs 
Barrows and gilts 

Chic ago 
160-180 
180-200 
200-220 
220-240 
240-270 
270-300 

pounds 
pounds 
pounds 
pounds 
pounds 
pounds 

......................... l ............ ~ .......... • .. : .......... ·~· ..•........... : 
•••••••••••.••••••••••••• t 
•••••••••••••••• 0 •••••• jf s ........................ ; 

All weights •••• •. • •. • ••••••• • •. • • •. • : 
Seven markets y , .. , . , , ... , ......... , ... : 

Sows, Chicago , •••••• , •• , • , , •• , •••••••.• ••.,.: 
Price received by farmers,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, •• : 
Ffor;-oorn prioe ratio !J} · 1 

Chicago, barrows and gilts , , , ••• ,·,,.,. _: 
Price reoei ved by fa:nners, all hogs • , • 1 

Sheep and lambs 
Sheep 

do •. 
do. 
dO. 
do, 
do, 

do. 
do. 
do. 
d,o: 
do, 

·do,· 
do, 

do, 
do. 
do, 
do, 
do. 
do, 
do, 
'do, 
do, 
do. 

do, 
do. 

Slaughter ewes, Good and Choioe, Chicego· 1 do, 
Price received by f'armera , •• •• ,, ••• ,., o,: do, 

Lembs 
Slaughter, Good and Choioe, Chioago ••••• 1 do. 
Prioe received by farmers , , , ••• , , , , • , , ,., 1 • do. 

All meat e.ni!IV!.ls 
Index,nuffiber prioe received by farmers 
(1910-1~100) ............................. : 

Meat 1 

I. 

I 

26.67 
24.24 
22.S9 
20le68 

h 23.96 
I 22,93 
1 .. 22.67 

I 19,28 
. :12/18 •. 29 

•!'16;1!9 
.i . 29.11. 
I 23,09 
I 

I 

I 

I' 

'I 

:. 

.I 

2o.sa 
24.16 

20.32 
20~52 
20.44 
20.13 
19.61. 
18.97 
19.49 
19.38 
16.18 
19.02 

12.32 
9,98 

27.36 
23,'72 

320 

Wholesale, Chicago :Dollars per: 

33.20 
27.90 
.2$';02 
2·2."U 
:2$.68 
25.29 
26.48 

20.26 
.1'l.:56 
14.96 

·:s()·.~a 
'2tie07 

21.16 
24.52 

16.93 
17,29 
17.36 
17 .• 19 
16.88 
16.51' 
16.82 
16.81 
14.51 
16.38 

12.68 
10.59 

25,77 
23.30 

311 

26.12 
24.92 
23.62 
22.07 

.. 24.88 
24.03 
24.04 

20.72 
!/.16.89 
.!11&.60 .. 

26.36 
z'4.oz 

21.10 
23,70 

18.84 
19.23 
19.26 
19.22 
19.03 
18.64 
18.86 
18.76 
15.96 
17.90 

13.9 
14.7 

12.52 
10.60, 

29.62 
26.30 

319 

t _____ i_s~so--··--~-----. 
•. Apr,11 

!10.94 
27.66 
'2s.h 
22,99 
26,94 
26.82 
26.04 

21.00 
17.86 
15.27 . 
29.48 .. 
2:5.7,9 

21.80 
24,60 

15.80 
16.32 
16.62 
16.62 
16.41 
16.20 
16 .. 33 

: 16,25 
I 14,67 

15.60 

11.6 
12.4 

13.18 
11.10 

31.34 
29.19 
27.10 
2, ... 
29 .. 02· 
27.U 
27.99 

22.92 
19,,1 

. 1Q~~.6 
~0.68 
27.1.9 

23.20 
26.70 

18.86 
19.46 
19.67 
19.54 
19.36 
18.94 
18.96 
19.01 
16.2'1 
18.60 

12.8 
1s.8 

10.96 
ll.Oo 

•26.89 
24.60 

34.2 

StMr beef carcass, Good, 500.,,600 .pounds :100 pounds : · 
Lamb caroass, Good, 30-40 pounds .. ., .... 1 do, 
Composite hog products, including lard 1 

39,09 43o76 
51.95 .!/49.90 

41.25 ~.82 
68.35 .!/61. 56 

72.84 pounds f~esh ••••••••••••••••••••: 
Average per 100 pounds •••••••••••••• 1 

71, 32 pounds fresh and oured , , , • , , , , , , 1 

Average. per 100 pounds , , , • , ••••• , , , , 1 

Retail, United States average · 

Dollars 
do, 
do. 
do. 

Cents 
Beef·, Good grade ••••••••••••• , •••••••• , , .:per pound 
:Lalnb ••••••• • ••••• • •• • • • ••••••••••••• , ••• s do. 
Pork, ino luding lard •• , ••••••••••••••••• ) 

Index number meat prices (BLS) · ·.: 
do •. 

Wholesale~ (1926•100) ....... •• •••••••• •••. 1 

Retail (1935-39•100 ••••••• ,: •••• ·· ••• ~ •• ·~: .. 
!t"Jiinua data for most series published in tatiatio,p.l 

21.69 
29~78 
25.14 
35.25 

64:.2 
66.6 
·11.3 

18.44 
25.32 
21.48 
30.12 

68.4 
66,4 
37.0 

20.55 
28.21 
23.87 

. 33.47 

64.6 
76.6 
40.0 

221.9 217.4 227.0 
I 223,9 226,5 228o0 

Appen4ix to this Situation, 
2/ Cutter and Col!llllO'!l. .. 
!/Average for prices of Cutter and Comn0n, a.nd of Canner :(Imr Cutter)~ ... 
4/ Chioago; St. louis N. S. Y., Kansas City, O!IV!.ha • Sioux Oity • s. st. Joseph, and 
TJ/ Number bushels of oorn equivalent irl .. val1.1~ t~_lOO pounds of live hogs. 
"!/ Prioe• of 45-50 lb. lamb oaroaue• tor m:.ths of·1~60 ezeept Jaauary. 

":~,7.98 20.·44 
24.68 28.06 
20.98 23.:59 
29...4;2 32.80 

68;t 72.2 
69.2 70.1 
36,6 39.3 

214.9 234.0 
224.8 .23 

February 1950. 
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Seleo~ed marketing, slaughter and stocks statistics for meat a~intl.ls: and ineats ]} 

Item 

Meat animal marketings 
Index number (1935-39•100) 

I 

I' 

stocker and feeder shipments to 1 

Unit 

8 Com Belt States 11 1000 
cattle and calves ••• •·• ••• •·• •·•·• •••• : head 
Sheep e.nd lambs ••••••••.•.•••••••••• 1 do. 

Slaughter under Federal inspection 
Number slaughtered 

1949 

132 

483 
612 

Cattl,e ••••••••• , •••.••• , •••••••••• : do •t 6, 243 
Calves • , ••••••...•..• " ., .•• • •.••••. : do. s 2, 6 51 
Sheep and lambs •••••••••••••••••••I do, 1 4,666 
Hogs , , ••• , , , , • , •• •••••• , ••••••••• , s do, z21.386 

Per.oentage sows •••••• , •• , ••••••• 1 Percent 1 10 
Average live weight per head 1 1 

Cattle • , , , , , . , •• , , , , • , • ,·, , •••.•• , , , l Pounds : 
Calves , • •••••• •• ••• •.•• •••·•. ,., ••••• s do. 
Sheep and lambs ·• ...... , ..... • ••••• : do, 
Hoge ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••' do. 

Average production 
Beef, per head ••••••••••••••••••••: do. 
Veal, per head ••••••••••••••••••••' do, 
Lamb and mutton! ler head ••••••••• 1 do, 
Pork, per head!( •••••••••••••••••I do, 
Pork, per 100 pounds live weight !/1 do, 
Lard, per head •••••••••••••••••••• r do, 
Lard, per 100 pounds live weight , , 1 do, 1 

Total production :Million: 
Beef • , , •• , • , , ••• , ••••••• et.,,, ••••• :pounds 
Veal ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••= do. 
Lamb and mutton •••••••••••••••••••: do. 
Porky •••••Q•••••••••••••••••••••: do. 
Lard ••• , , •• , , , , • , , , , ••••••• , •••••• : dO. 

Total. commercial slaughter y 
Number slaughtered 

I 

ll,ClOO 

993 
179 

97 
249 

549 
101 

45 
139 

56 
38 
15 

2,862 
264 
211 

2,966 
803 

Cattle , , , , , , , , • , •• , •••••••••• • • ••• Zhead s 7,161 
l)e.lves ••• , , , •••• , ••••••••••••• • ••• : do, : 4,486 
Sheep a.nd lamb1 , .... , ............. 1 do, 1 5,125 
Hogs •••••• , ••• , •••••• " ••••••• , •••• : do. t26 ,064 

Total production tMillion1 
Beef • , , • ,, , ••• •••, ••.,.,. •• ••• •. o• :pounda s 3 1 738 
Veal •••••••••~••••••••••••••••••••: do, 464 
Lamb and mutton •••••••••••••••••••I do. 230 
Pork y . , ... , •,• ...... , .. 1• ••••• • • •. : do, 3,576 
Lard ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••~ do, 909 

Cold storage stocks first of month 
Beef • , , , • , • , , , • , , • , • , , • , • , , , , , • , •• ~~ , t 1 ---

Veal , • , , , , , , • , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , • , • , • , 1 , --· . 

Lamb and mutton •••••••••••••••••••••' s ••• 
Pork , , , , , , • , ••• , • , , , , , , • , , ••• , ••• , •• a , ••• 
Total meat and meat 

nua a a or !!'..01!1 

Y. Exoludes lard, 

1950 

136 

644 
582 

5,157 
2,484 
4,664 

23,710 

6/992 
l/185 
t/101 
!/241 

5/542 
~103 

~1: 
~ ~: y 15 

5/2,797 
21. 255 
Y. 223 
!13,192 

840 

---

I 

1949 
:tiay 

127 

92 
163 

1,025 
510 
761 

3,721 
14 

997 
182 
93 

249 

560 
104 

44 
140 

56 
37 
15 

571 
53 
34 

518 
136 

1,410 
867 
858 

4,499 

747 
92 
se 

619 
154 

:' 1950 
--------~~--------
Ap~il 

122 

128 
98 

959 
494 
834 

4,316 
11 

991 
181 
100 
238 

551 
102 

48 
133 

56 
35 
15 

526 
50 
40 

574 
151 

1,323 
834 
922 

5,221 

694 
87 
44 

687 
174 

May 

141 

130 
157 

1,075 
496 
941 

4,338 

100 91 78 
10 10 7 
11 8 7 

549 642 490 
778 ua 872 

uatlon, Februar,y 1956. 

June 

3/Federally inspected, and other wholesale and retail. 
]( Includes atooke or sausage and sausage room products, 
~~fe.ls, in addition to the four meats listed. 

oanned meats and oe.nned meat pro ducts, a.nd edible 

1 Estimated £loom weekly data.. 
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