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The hog-corn price ratio promises to be 
above average this fall for the third year in a 
row. Based on past experiences, this ratio may 
be followed by a third successive increase in 
the number of sows to farrow spring pigs. Other 
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factors pointing to a larger 1951 spring pig crop 
are the pick-up in demand and price for meat in 
1950, the prospects for a strong demand in 1951, 
and the large feed supplies to be available this 
fall. 



LIVESTOCK AND MEAT SITUATION 

MILLIONS THOUSANDS 
FEDERALLY INSPECTED SLAUGHTER. UNlTED STATES 

THOUSANDS THOUSANDS 

6 

4 

2 

0 
JAN. 

DOLLARS 
PER 100 
POUNDS 

25 

20 

15 

10 

HOGS 

APR. 

HOGS 
I BARROWS AND GILTS l 

....._._......_ 
JAN. APR. JULY OCT. 

1.500 

1,000 

500 

0 

DOLLARS 
PER 100 
POUNDS 

30 

25 

?.() 

15 

2.000 

1.500 

1.000 

400 500 

JAN. APR. JAN. APR. JULY .OCT. JAN. 

MARKET PRICES. CHICAGO OOl.L.A:RS 
~---~-------,------~--~ DOLLARS PERIOO ~. 

PER 100 POUNDS >· POUNDS. SLAUGHTER STEERS 

40 '40, 

30 30 

20 1----+---+---+---1 ... 20 

10 l t L l L I l J ::L:LtJ (" to 
JAN. APR. JULY OCT. JAN. APR. JULY OCT. ,..: JAN.· 

HOG-CORN RATIO, MEAT ANIMAL MARKETINGS, MEAT PROD.lJCTION. AND STOCKS. UNITED STATES 
RATIO 

I 
HOG-CORN RATIO 

.----..---.----.--..., INDEX I I I I I. POUNDS I I I I I POUNDS . 
NUMBERS MEAT ANIMAL MARKETINGS IIIILLIONSl J- MEAT PRODUCTION i IIIILLIONSl · 

I FARM PRICE BASIS) I FEDERALLY INSPECTED.l 
I 

18 200 1.800 900 

15 150 1.200 600 

I I 
1939-48 av . .1' 

12 
100 600 3'00 

1939-48 ~ 
9 

JAN. APR. JULY OCT. 
50 

J~N. APR. JULY OCT. 
0 

JAN. APR. JULY OCT. -o~: JAI'( 

SHEEP AND LAMBS 

APR. JULY OCT. 

.SLAUGHTER LAMBS 
(GOOD AND CHOICE l I 

APR JULY OCT. 

APR .. JULY OCT. 
•BEEF. LAMB AND MUTTON, PORK, AND MISCELLANEOUS MEATS IN MEAT PACKING PLANTS AND COMMERCIAL COLD STORAGE HOUSES, BiiGINJ!!ING OF .MONTH 

U.S DEPARTMENT VF AGRICULTURE NEG 47511 BUREAU OF AGRICULTURAL ECONOMICS 

1\) 



-- 3 -~ -------- ----- .. - .. ----- _ _.. _____ -
T . H E L I V E S ·- T. 0 · -C K · A N I) M · ~ ·A T S I T U fl_ T I 0 N 

- - .. -· - ·- '--. ~ ·.- -. ;.. - - -.-. - ... - -·- -· - - -· - -- -- - --
Appr~ved by the Outlook and Situation Boe.rd, September 25, 1950 

SUI11IMARY 

Slaughter of meat a.nimals began to increase seasonally in August 
and early September, and i_s expected to incre!3,se through mu.c.h: of the fall. . 
The larger· suppli.es of meat are likely to have more effect on l_)rices than will 
any, further s-trengthening of demand resu.lting from defense ·expenditures. 
About the usual sea~ona:l decline is -expected in prices of hogs, and prices 
of other meat animals may be somewhat lower at times of largest marketings. 
1-To strong upw·ard trend in prices is expected until .af'ter the' turn of the 
year. 

Hog slaw;hter has increased' since mid-August. · Slaugh.t.er was below 
. a year eariier in late Au.gust and early September bece.use s.ow marketings 
decreased-earlier_than last year while substanti~l marketings of' barrows 
and gilts from the· spring pig crop began about two weeks latero By mid
September hog sle.ughter vves agu.in above the 1949 level$! and it is expected 
to continue higher the rest of the year.· ... 

Slaughter weights of hogs in mid-Sep~ember were the lightest of the 
year but not .quite as light as . in September last year. VI eights are expect
ed to .. ~ncrea.se seasona1ly during the fall and to average a little heavier 
thap ·las_t f~ll. . '! 

· Hog prices advanced during August to the highest level in nearly 
two year.s. a.s. demand was strong for the seasonally small supply. With· the 
inoreas.ing.receipts of ne'\1r-crop hogs, prices were down moderately by the 
tirst of Se~tember. Because of strong demand, prices of hogs may decline 

no more than about the average 18-20 percent from: early fall to December, 
and probab~y wiJ,l remain above last yee.r 's prices. Prices are likely to 
advance early next yee.r when m€.rkeM.ngs are seasonally reduced. 

The fe.ll increase in cattle slaughter also began late in August •. 
With fewer cattle from range areas. to date this year, the number of cattle 
slaughtered in the first half of September was below the corresponding 1949 
level. However, slaughter was at its peak in mid-September last year. 
This year, slaughter is expected to reach its peak in October· or early 
November. In the last three months· cattle slaughter will probably total 
larger than a. yea:r earlier. 

Prices of cattle in e~rly:- September held close to the level of ·t-he 
previous three months. Spreads· between top and lower grades continued 
narrow. Cattle prices may weaken somewhat when marketings reach a peak, 
although demand both for slaught~r cattle ·and,d).or. c~ttle to go on feed 
will have a. strong suppqrting effect.· . : ' , "; . 

. ·(·,; . 
· Ve~l calf prices edged to an all-time high the week ending 

September 16. No great change is expected the rest of the year. 
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· Sheep and le .. mb . slaughter picked up seasonally in September as 
reeeiP,tl[l. from. wester.n. re.nge .. areas. incr.ee.sed.. ..Slaughter -has-recently been 
smaller· than in 1949 and is likely to continue smaller through the remain
der of' ~he year. Pr:tc:es of' shee,p and lambs 1 .. now. well ab_ove··last fear's 
prices, are not expected to drop muoho · · 

The 1951 spring pig orop probably w:i.ll be larger than this year's 
crop. ·The ho.g-cor.n ._r.a.tio during t]:le bree.ding·•season this f'e.ll promises to 
be well abo.ve ave~~ge"!':•a s.it~atio.n which almost always leads to an increase 
iD: .f'e.rr.owings. il'). the spr.~ng. · Alter:Qative i'~ed~ng ac:tiyi~ie,s ·may ·be Timited, 
sinQe supn.lies of',. feeder .ciitt·l:e ·an~: f.e~der 0lam'bs are ,rel at'- 'Vely short .• 

~.. , ~ I ~.. . ·; f ":. , • • • .• 

. : : ;E,eed sup~ii~~~ ·per' a:iiimai. uri:lt thi~ ~:f-~·11 are expected ·to 'Qe .·as large 
as t'ne. ~record supP;).y .of'. a year ago.,., The. ·eorn orop promises. to b.e ·th·e· fourth 

·larges't 'and stocks are very .lQ.rgeo The 1950 crop, however~ will .'he below 
average in quality,. Supplies of' ot}ier' f'eea-.·~re!ins ·e:nd co.noentrlltes will be 
amp],.~ •. 41 though tp;Et. ,_l9p0 :crop may not provide. for additional· production of 
h~$.~.': a. substantia,~. pp.rt of' the 1~.rge :·porn .oarry-over will .be· ~v«i:.lEtble at 

.. near tne 19,50 lo..e.n pri.ce. The farm price.. of'. :corn may be below the· :loan 
.. tM.s· fall, but is e~pected to rise· see.sone,lly during the winter· and:.:s·pring. 

' . . . . . 
~. 'I 

.. ·. ', · P'rice controls on meat ~nimal:s as well e.s. other farm ·products :are 
authorized by the Defense Production Aot of' 1950. Price ceilings oan be 
n<? .lower than par.i'ty prices or .. [the .highest prices aotually ·received between 
May 24 ·a.nd June 2_4, ... 1950, whioh.e·ver is high;~r,. bu·t with e.djastmerit's'·-to be 
made f'or seaso.naiit:y as .well as. grad~ and··:l'Ooationo In that·. peri:ed_.·'.prioes 
for beef' cattle~ veal calves and lambs were well above parity.~.: and the 
highest actual prices at that time, as.·adjusted, would determine f'or some 

' t)..m~.,ohea.d the minimum level.· at which .any oe.'-'l.ing' could be set. Prices of 
hogs:·.were near !Jarity in the May 2~ .. June· .24, period. Parity is like'!~.: to be 
ino~e im~ortant ,,¥itJ:l: respect· to. oe~lings' f'or. hogs than for other· m9it.··~nimals. 

:As '9£' September ~5,. prices of' all ,m~at ani;nals except hogs had not··advanced 
greatly· over the highest 'May 2~~June .24 'prioes1· end the ga:i.n in hog prices 
was largely seasonal~ Hence, 1 ~eptem'Qer ~rices .. were or9bably a' l1t~le ·below 
"the range of' the. oentrol standards, ,.llwt any ·.$izable advances above 
September. would put tham within that rengeo 

.. .. 

Hog SlaHr...hter. Ri.s ing ... 
Seasqnal.ly . . 

; .. , 
' " 

REV!EH AND .·OUT-LOOK· 
•: I' 

. '~ 

· Hog slaughter began its seasonal inor.ea.·s'e. late in August as th~ 
southern and eastern Corn Belt sent large shipments of hogs f'~om the 1950 
~prin:g pi:g orop. .The. ~men:t of new-orop hogs ·got under .we:.y·.about two 
week;:s: la~er the.!'- le.st.~~ar--when it was especialJ.vr eaTlyi·"'\·\1 '· 

. . . ,: . . . . . ' . . . . ~: .~ . ~ .' . : :; -~ 

So,w marketings;. on the other. hand, were ea.rl:i.e.r· this year ·than last 
and· declined steadily af'ter mid-Ju.ly!:l In_August and ~atly September sow 
marketings were a smaller percentage of' total hog·marketings than they were 
a year bef'qre.. · · 
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. Wi:th so'rt' mc.rkctings deoreasing 0e.rlie~· and new;.orop barrows and 
gilts arr;i:virtg iater, total hoe: slnughtet- the second half of August: and 
fir.st part o·.r: ·september was s~ller· than lt.st ya~ r. 0 rev5.ously ·this year, 
slaur;Itter )"1e.d ·been lar.;Ar than in 1949,· and b:,· mid .. Se'Ptember• it was again 
larger,·· · 

· .As wes 'to be expected~ many of the i':l.rst marketings of hogs from 
the 1950 spring pig crop were light in v.·eir,h·;. The ·avera~e wei1~ht of 
barrows and gilt_s receive,O. ~t 7. WJrketsi p.~ecli:r. .. ed seasonally dux:-i'rxg ~ut5Ust 
and i:o the i'irs.t. half of Septe~ber. wns doJvr.~.:~0..'4l2 pounds.. I,n early· 
September lasJ..; yGe..r weir;hts were at their l~~~ .'low of only 2~~.':pou?ds. 
Weights ,e.r,e exreoted to increase durin.; tf.!~ ·~~~t, or 1950 w..d to continue 
a little. heavier than lo.st yeo.r. · . · .. · 

• ' • • • ' ' • ,j l .1 \. ' ' 1 ~ : ' ~ I l 

T.he 1~!59 ,;r;;r:r.i.ng. P.ig c~~·p', sourc·a-· ·a·~··J.fai'f:;;taZ.:ketings, was . 3 :)eroent 
larger thar(ti1J 1.949 ·~pi-ing, orop. Hence, it: is ·expootod that m~re hogs 

. will be ·market~d e.nd nt>i·'e :rorl- produced the rest of the year tho.n ·a·y•~ar 
earlier:.· ~ ~ . . . 

. ,• ·~ ,·; ... 
II1e.imost every year, prioes of ho.c;s inoree.se durlng the summer, 

whe~ mark~t. r'3ceipts aro srne.ll, l:ihen decline dur5 ng the fall months as 
hogs ·.from the sprin; fe.rrowin~s ,are r>.arLeted. ~1fith ·certain exceptions, 
prioes 'have followed this pattern so fA.r this· yertr· f,nci e nort~el trond is 
expected through the fall. Due to $trong d~'iln.nd orJ.d smnller supp~ies 1 

prio es. of hogs advanced in August to the highest 1 evels in nearly t';ro 
years. Prices declined moderntely about the f'irst of September, with 
pricAs of light weight hogs orr roost. F,eo?.use oJ' .strong. oonsur.;er demB.nd 
prioos may decline no more the.:q about the average 18-.~0 .P~rcent t~fs· fall 
despite tho incraas13d supply, end will probably stay .~bove. a yen.r: oerl.i.er. 

~!.' ffilauf!?h·tor ~ ~ 
Seasons 1 Increase • · ---·-------

Cattle slo.ughter ·in August wae smaller thr.n lnst yeo r, but beef 
produot·ion was a. li't;tle larger. A higher· c8rcentage of ti1e slau~htPr this 
August wes fed cattle, resulting in a cons:i:derably heavjer a.vf'r.-tge. weic;ht 
per heRd. 

Cattle sl~ughter incree.&1ed from flur_;ns"i:i to Sert~mher. boca use of 
larger marketings from both fee'.i lo"ts P.r.d •·enchec, 'but tra~ou;:;h ·the middle 
of September ·continued below 1949. Howev~r. r:rid-.9'9;.Jtemher slo.ught13r last 
year· was the year••..s,·,;cpe;akit .,Sle:ughter is expected to i.ncrea.se to F:.n ·octcber 
or early. Novembe~ 'peak this yo'!ir and t'o exceed ln st year as a· total fer 
the last thre-e months_.· '. 

W~ster·n. grass cattle ha:ve· been ·c'dmi:ng to ma·rh::t .later this year 
than last. Receipts of' cattle olassE'.d ns "F.;re.ss" llt 1 ma.~·kets d11ring t.he 
sevenwee·ks··eri.di:ag:· SaptC1:rr1J,~r l6' were 'only ·!·;2 fercent a.s lnrge as in the 
same pe~od :liHit year• Smdl':'l:r· movements or O"attl(, of'f range also· shoYr up 
in sma.ll:er receints of stoc}(er and .reeder ca.tt.l'e. Stooker and f(:jeder 
receipts; at 5 markets in the same s'3ven ·peek3 w~Jre 29 percent under last 
year. 
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Better conditions in the range States this Sept~ber than. .la§~ · ~re 
one reason for the later marketinc.;s of' oe.ttle. · The reported oon9.ition of 
range foe-d. in the ·,reotern States. on Septem'..>er l wes oonsiderab:J.y better 
than on th~ sa."'le dut"3. of 1949.. Improvement ovel" last year is most ma.rked 
in the northern ro.nge Stetes, \'!here drought prevrdled in 1949. However, in 
Colorado, southern Texas, northwest New 1\-:exioo, ·and some looe.l areas of 
other St£>.tes conditions e.re poor to fair this fnll beoause of dry ·weather. 

Cattle Held in Eartp.;o Couritr:v·-or 
Cl)ntra;:;te'dWill H~·atr:tot- · · :-; 
Feeder, Sla~er Suopl!es . _ _,_ __ J .!··. 

There probably ape ~r·a~ oattle in the ran~e States this ·year than 
last. However, more will' 'prooabfy1·~ 1taptl- for breeding arid for· 'l'eed'ihz, :in 
those States :thi.s ,,ear. · l:rne··wtfstetn' .. S'b'ate.s hr.tve shown in recen~ yer:trs a. 
growing interest i~ feo1in?, oattle for wes·tiern markets.· The number of 
cattle on feed th0re rose to a i-ecord hie;h on Jo.ll;ue.ry 1, 1949. Humbers 
were down slic;l•tly by January 1960, but reports of' wide activity. in f'~edbg 
and of favorable conditions in much of' the whetr•:. e;rf.~zing country point to e. 
continued high number on feod b1 western Sto.'J:;es tl:.. is winter. 

Contracting of fe~1er stock ar.~e~rs to be at n muoh higher level 
thtm lo.st yenr. 'L'his is another reason .t'or expecting ·the. salabl<i .suoply or 
fepder cattle this fall nt Corn T-1elt !Ml't"!{ets to ~, .. dovm from last yaar 1 

when receirts .vrere swollen by lfl.rr;e marketings J:ro:n drought. areas of: the West, 

Sort; Corn \"Jould Increase Feeder 
--n;m~for Cattle,· Prolon~ 

· Period·.£! Larp.;e tnau~hter 

The oorn crop is lete this yenr, and !nuch o.f it. will be sof't unless 
frosts ere a.lso late. I!' there is muoh soft ~lorn, dem~nd for· feeder outtle, 
already very strong, will be intensifbd. i.:f~ny ;Jtlrtly.,'finished cattle,. and 
rnt:my two-way cattle,. would be held for feedin1~ on the soft corn, CRttle 
slaughter would be some1·:h~t s~naller then previous expeotations i::1 mid-fall, 
and a little lnrger l~ter. 

Cattle Prices Steody 
2£ September 

Cattle prices· were holding clos~ to sunmertir.1e levels in· early 
September. Continued large supplies of well-fipished cattle are e~pected 
to press do·wn on pr~oes of this grerie. Der..and for breeding and feeder 
stock may limit supplies df grass· cattle fer slaugp'ter, preventing· any. 
marked decline in prices of the lower grados. The price s~read between 
grades thus may widen only slowly- and reme.in 11arrower than last fall • 

. Prices of vaal oalves edged higher during early Sel;>teinb.er.; r.ea.cl)inr:; 
an all-time high the week endir.g September ·16 .. ;· !Jo~ gren.t chang-e is exnected 
the rest of this year. 
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Sheep· Slau~tez: ~~ ~· 

· Sheep £>nd lamb slaughter increased in r~ce~1t weeks due to lar~er 
receipts fr.om weetern range nress. Slt1ughtt•r numb~rs re:rr.ained below last 
year, 1\S th~y have be~n since mid-July. Indications are th~:~.t a larger 
than usual proportiQl'l. of the 19~·iQ la!nb orop had been marl:etod by August 1. 
This evidence togeth~r with the moderately smaller lanib orop polnts to a 
smaller slau.ghter during the rt')st· of the year than in the closing months 
of 1949. D11e partly to. inoreased oontrao;!{ini'Lq~·,. ;f'ee1er 1runbs, the October 
peak in slaughter p~·obe..bl:y will be less t,rrono~s;-~d this year than, in most 
years. ~ >.:.: .l l. 

Federally ins.p.t:~oted sle:u·t;htar b'f" m.at'Q];'e J~heep during the first seven 
months. of this .YE-ar wa~~J ov~r :W. p19ro-ent :;reater than in the corresponding 
months lf'l.st year. S1~:-tgp;t~r .9};1 ~-*~m'b-8.,.-fmd yf'3c,r1ings was less then 1 per~ent 
greater •. Ther-e has a-rre.rently been oons~derable I"eplP.cement of older· ewes. 
It is possible thA:b tJ1e slaughter of Hheer ~d ~ambs th\:3 rest of the year 
will be small enough to hold the inventory of shE)ep and of 18l!lbs next 
January 1 nearly up to the January 1950 lev:e1. 

§heep, ~ Prices AQQYe ~ 

Pricea of sheep and lambs have been unusua:).ly steady this sumr.1cr and 
early fall. · Prices at mid-September were substantially c,bove a yue.r previ
ouso . No more than a moderate de~line i§ li·kely in the next month or two, 
and by the end of the yenr prices will probc>.bly be at or above their rr·3sent 
'levels 

Wool,prices increa.sed sharply this yee:r, ai'ter having b()en fairly 
steady in 1948 ,o.nd 1949 due in part to the stabilit-.f e fforded by ~u9::ort 
purchar.;es. ··The average 11rice of' 58·.3 cents received b;,r farn,ers August 15 
was 21 perc'ent r.bove the price a year earlier c.nd within lo 7 cents per 
po~md or the record .high reached in World Wnr :r. 

USDA J.eport Points to 
---resources. £.£,:s, .Ivtore~e"p 

The ,'United States has the resoure.es f~r e one-third inorense in 
·sheep pro'du~tion _and there is a read:r d(->mand for the lambs a.nd wool thn.t 
this add~d .production .would provirie. Tnis is rJ. conclu s:lon presented in 
Domestic Wo10l nequirements and Sourci!J.s of Su?':"ll~, 1 released by Jche Product.ion 
and Market~ng Administratioila'nd BAE. 'fhe--nu=.,i£,C"rs indicated wo.uld be ap
proximately!. r.:idYiay between the 3.0.8 million hen.d on fe.n:1s January ·1 this 
year and the 1942 hir;h of' 5G.2 million. Increr..sos would be most fenoible 
in the ~Nes~rn Co,rn Belt, Great Plains, and J':iounto.in States. 

Continue<l · raasas in Hog_ 
Produoti'OI$1 H:ely -
~-------- ------

Fa.r.rs re-ported on June 1 this year that they intended to breed 
ab'out 5·. ne~ent more sows for 1950 fall farrowin~ tho.·n a yoar earli0r • 

. :r 

, .. 
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Sinoo then, tho price of hogs has gone up end the hog-oor.n ratiQ has become 
progr.essiv·ely more .re.vorabl~,to hog. r~duoers. These changes, end the new 
military program, de"V·eloped too late· to permit .i'e.rmers to increase fall 
ferrowings much nbov~ the !~vel the~ne.d intended earlier. But the 'in
oree.se in ran l:l,tters probably will be e.t least as large as was indicated 
on June 1. · · 

There will probably also .'be an increase in the number of 1951 spring 
pigs. In e.lmost ev<"ry yeo.r einoe 19~!?_-~--~-~p-pemeer .. De,e:n~~-r hog-o,rn rntlo 
above 12.8 to 1 '\'ro.~ _follo)Ve,d..:_,~f ·~_increase in nu.mbe.rs of sows farrovli!lg 
the following ST?ring. (see oove.r ohart end ta'ble 1, ) The re.tio on Au!!;~ist 15 
this year was 15.0, e.nd for :th'e f.all- .. the 'braedj,ng seeson for sprinp,; pi;~s-
it l!l8.Y average aroun~ 14. 5. : <C.ertain .fe.otors., such as the b.rge sca.lo of· 
present hog-re.ising opere.tidns a:nd the availlibility of storar.;e loans on 
corn to eligible producers, ·will· tend to .limit. lurther expansion in pro .. 
duction. However, these o.re not new fe.otors. They were irr~ort~nt lar.t 
year and in 1948 as well. The sm~;.ll increase ot' only a few cents }:ler 
bushel in the lo£ii1. f.ete·: for corn .thH$· .. fA.ll··06!r;~n~red y.,'ith last, end the 
eligibility requirement for loans, will in _£'act make -!;he corn storage 
program a less restrictive influence this yer:..r. !'i:o:reov~r, livesto.ok 
feeders will find oornpa.ra·t::ively f'ew opportunitfes. for .... :fe'o:lding operations 
other than raising more hogs. 'l'he supply of !'e~lder oa.ttle flnd lambs is 
limited this year. Also, dairy production is ?ra.otioo.lly stable, and 
while output of mos.t poultry items is expandin~, totnl .fee.d requiret::ants 
.for poultry are relatively smell. · 

Lives·tcck feedin~ in the months ahMd will be l:lncouraged by very 
large feed supplies. The corn crop !'or hr.trvest this fall was indicated on 
September l at 3,163 million bushels. Crops o'f :aats o.nd barle~ are greater 
than last year. The grain sorghum cror will be neor record. In addition, 
carry .. ov·ers of these feed r.;rnins are unus\wlly lerc::e. The sur-oly of e.ll 
concentrates (including byproduct feeds) per animal unit ih pro sp~?ct ·~.·or 
the feeding ~·e~r bl'lginninr; Octobflr 1950 :ts r::stirnated to be about the SBl"Jte 
as the record of last year. 

. ..... ~ . 
The 1950-51 corn supply--1950 crop plus carry-over--fs estimated to 

be only 9:bout. 2 percon~ less t):u;~.n the suppl~r last ye:ar a.nd vdll be more 
than adequate for 1111 requ~remel;lts. More or the supply this fnll, however, 
is expected to be held under Government loa:n or ownership. Since domestic 
use o.f corn in the 1949-!)0 ye~r enning tp.is September 30 "/.''S.S about 
3,150 million bushels, e. 19150 crop of' no mo!4 t9 than 3,163 million b~§~~ls 
would indiCate th.at some corn woula have. to hi':!· withdrawn from storage in 
order for liyestook productio~ to iriore~se. · 

It may be assumed that the curront corn crop will be availe.bla for 
domestic use at p::-ices ·averaging about t~e J.onn rnte for the sea.s~n as o. 
whole. At t\bout the same prices, some additional quantities may be .expect
ed to move into consumption out of storage; both out of "free" stoolcs on 
farms end out .of rflsealed stooks. These supplies and prices are probably 
r1ot unfavorable for a modere.t.a exp,rmsion in hog production, in view of 
current l'lnd prospective ?rices for hogs. · It is nevertheless po·ss"'ible· the.t 
in case of severe .f'rost damage to the 1950 corn cro-p, reducing both the s~t'"' 
ply and the ouality, or o.f greatly expanded livestock production, inoreas1ng 
the needs for corn, the only 1\dditi,nal corn availnble ,NOuld be the higher":' , 
co·st reserves such as CCC stocks·. Under t.'lese circumstances there would be 
more upward rressure on oorn prices. 
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_.:. !Tabi~ 1.- Hog':"eorn pr:i.o~'!ratio 'during fall :breeding see.~on, arrayed 
·. ····ai:ioording'·to· .. United ·sta~es ratio,· and ·number of' sows farroWing·· 

following spring, 1924-50 -· ·· · ·· 

02.~ f:g&: ggygr pa,e pha.z:t) . . 
---. :---::H~o-g--o-o_r_n_p_r":"i..,c~e· ratio : Number of sinoreo.se or. .decrease. from 

. Septerrtber-Deoern.ber 1/ : sows : preceding spring in 
.. _ .. Y~~r--~_ .. :.,,.united.· }. · .. _rToM;~ farrowing .: sows farrowlng 
..... ·: .. ,.·~~- .. stat~e .· :.·.·.c~ntral foll~wing number t -Percent 

· . .L ;. ~ · · · . : · · States : spr1ng; ·. · · ·: -~~~·=~-----
.. ·. ·· ·· ·: · .. ·' . · .i .· ···-'··::··" ., · l,OOO- head J..l !,ooo. hea~ ' 
I, •, '• .', :·•','..t;t,;· ,' • ,; • J ,• :J I $ •, ·.,.~ .· ..;t_) ~ '; ,J • 

'19~8 --~ .-.~: . ... 17."~·· :·}. ' ' 18~8 . 8,692 ;'{' ,. 
1942 •17~'2 ";.· 18.~4 ·12,174 •. • ,!. 
19,48 . : . 17 ,.1 l~e-,5• ~v ~ ,:_~ '. '9 1 054 · 
192S : .. 16~.6 17.5 .o ,-,:1 nw·-i ~,"7'54 

.. i94f'~ .• i5~5 16.3 9,684 
'1~49' ~ i~~4 15.8 9,518 
-1937'·:. i5~3 ~6-'7 6_,795 

. :'1,897 27.9 
2,490 25.7 
1,090_ 13.7 

'•, 

706 7,8 
1,924.' 24.8 

464 5.1 
. 618 10.0 

1946 ·: · 14.8 15.s · a,ss~ 543 6,7 
1935.;' '. 14.7 15.8 ; ... ~.954' 
1950_: . :iji4.5 --'~" ---
'1D~2 :~ · 14.2 17~4 9,12? 
1925 · : · 13. s is.~ · 9 ,o48 
1945 .. 12 .• 7 13.5 · · ·8,109 
1943 : 12,4 lSQ.. 9,246 
1944 12,3_ i3.4. ·a,z9~ 
19.39 12•0 · 13.~ 8,~47 
1931 12.0 i3~0 8,810 
1947 . 'il~2 11~2 7,_964. 
1927 11.2 11,6 ' g·, 301 

1,487 27.2 

--- ----
312. 3.5. 
714 8,6 

-189 -2.3 
-2,928 .-21,1 

-948 . -10,3 
-445 -5ol 
-159 ~1.8 
-688 -R,O 
-453 .:.·4.6 

1928 11.2. 12,2 8,854 
· l~SD : 11.2 , .. ~- ·12.~· --~~969 

1929 a 10~·3 · · _. · .:10~ 9 8,278 

-447 -4,8 
691 8.3 

-576 -ti, 5 
1940 10,0 10.6 7,760 -487 -5.9 
1936 Z. 9.4 9,4 ~-~77 

'l933- ·• ·: -' ·_-a •. 6 · · · io~-~ 15 •825 
1924··= ·· · ·s.2 '· · ........... ·:.a·.1· a 334· .. 

I. . . . .. , 
1934 : 6.8 7.0 5,467 . 

-.777 -11.2 
-2,2.97 -25.2 
-1,465 -15.0 

. . . :,;.1,358 .. -19,9 . 
· · 'Y aa;_e(<?n ~rioe~ ·-~~e~iv~d:by_ r~~ers. -~ · ..... _: ... !/ Partly foreoaste · · 

., ' . :' ~,.. . ' .. :' . i .. . . .. :-I'.. ~ ' ': . . ' .. . : ·:. ! •, ' • 
· ..... : .. : ....... ·.,. :.:.:~.J::i.e .. Pt';i-c:H~ .of· ..,eed :u. only o:ne- of ... t}t~ .• f.ll.o0:tot..a-. -t-O· -be C()na ;J.do.r-ed 1n <' · ~11;i. '.~x:>pr:ti~~~l ~of li ir~stook p~oduotion .. ~n)~?·~~ .. _.~-ri~~rmd for meat, a. seoond 
.... imt~o!tt~~ ·_ta~~or·, s_e~~s .li~.e~:r. to ~tre%1-gthcm as .~onsume~ incomes r1se 

· .. f'urth~r{.'The net eff~o'f;_ on;m~e:~ p;:io$s v.rill·:·dt'lpend lar~ely on _the extant 
of- inoreas.es. in per.soflal ~ inoomea- :as-·--lim.:tteu by othe-:P-d-emands (')n the con
sUm.er\1. dollar (tnd by Governmental fiscal policies. or oofttrols, Controls 
outlined or imPosed. do·_.nof apl:)e~r stringent enough to p~ev~nt. a~ i11orease 
in d~tlJa.nd for· meat, · · · 

. : .. J~fureover, ~~perienoes in. the previous d~·r~nse, war and ear~y postwar 
.. ·: .;y.e~rs _.d~~trat.ed- tJ:lat., . ~uriing-_.a -~ho-rt•-r.:Qn .. in~r-eB;s-e .. in-: demand . .fOl"-~-meat, a. 
.. sizabls ~~ans:lon in meat supplies. is necessary to ·prevent strong \i-pwn.rd 
, .. ·P.~_ess_u~~ :-~~·prioes, .- if' denia#if_doe~ _expand in'the. ~t~~e., :jt"is :H~ely that 
. , S: mo_d~~a~·~l~ _larg?r. meat supP,1Y. ~-o~ld be oo~s~med .~it~ou~. _m,~oh ohei?-ge in 

·. prices.- ·· · · · · · · '· · 
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$\11 these facto1~s, taken .tqgether, poi.n~ to a.n increase in ~'lg pro
duction fri tl?,e oomil:l,g year •• poQsibly an ino~ease of ·around .s· pe:rcEmt· _tor 
the 1951 spring pig c~op._ · ' · 

Pr::i.oe. Controls Authorized; 
None Announced __,.... '·. 

· The Defense Prod:Uction .1\ct ·or )950 providea for a number of controls 
on the na,tional eoono~r .. including authority for priorities,· allo.cations, 
and requisitioning; ·-exp'~·ion·of pro'dt.lct,:t~&-ccapaoity JA.nd .a.upply; 'p,riae.: and 
wage stabilization;· settlement· of labor disp.ute.S.J ox-edit o·ontrol; and 
certain othere. If applied, these controls would have a far-reaching 
e!f.ect on the na:tio:nal eoo'holfW 'and -on the demand for meat. · . ' . 

"f'r') ?.n.:l· ~ t-~ ,1 c.r1~ , , , ;..: 

' 1''Iith respect to ·pr~eJ .:Sita,biliza.t.io:n., ·'bhe Act speoif'ies ;that any. 
ceilings on farm products cannot be lower th'a.n 'the hit~her of' two prices-
parity price, ·or ·the high13st actual prices received by pro·du:cers betvreen 
May .24 and June 24, 19fi0, as they might be lfdjusted for se·asonality, grade 
or location. -Prices of all meat anj_mals except hogs vrere. well abo~e parity 
iri that period (table 2.) Thus e.t the lowest leveJ. that could be imposed, 
ceilings on pric~s of beef cattl~, veal c.c.lvcs, e.nd hmbs 'could be·no lower 
than the highest prices in May 24-June 24 o.s they 1night be adjusted. · '£he 
m1nimum level of ·ceilings on hog prices, as·'ndjusted, would likely be 
affected by parity. As of mid-September there had been vi'rtually no in
creases in prices of' beef cattle and lambs o·ver the highest May 24-June 24 
prices, and a moderate increase in prices. of v:ee.l calves, Hog prices rose 
mdre, but the gain ·was largely ·seasonal. Co"nsequontly 1 the ·maximum possi
ble 'cutbacks as. o"f mid-September would 'be small. .Any S·izable ·ino·re.ases in 
prices over the i"evel prevailing in mid-September would probably put them 
in the range of iuthority for control. 

The data in table 2 are'illustre.tive; and will not 'be entirely 
applicable to th'e future, if parity prices should themselves change sub-
stantially. · 

There has been no indi,cEi.tion of when 'or how the authority for· price 
co~trols will be apl.,lied. The 'Presidemt announced on Sep-tember ·g that. 
widespread controls were not due soon. 

Table 2 ••. Ulustrative .data- relative .to linrl..tat~·ons to price· contro~s: on 
meat animals contained in Defense Production Act of 1950 

Calculated without regard to differentials for grade, location or sea~on 
C1as s : Percent of parity : · .Applicable : Per.oP,llt of par1ty 
of' . price reoei~ed by . : p·~ovision : 'price received. ,by 

meat farmers, June 15, t as to lowest :"farmers, .Augu . .st 15, 
. anil!lals · . i950 1/ · · :"fiossible ceilings 2/~ 19'50 ' : 

. : Percent · · Peroent 
Highes't ;v'iay 24-

Beef cattie': 137 June 24· price 138 
Veal calves: 134 do. 139 
Lambs 130 do. 129 

. Hogs . : • · 93 · Probably ·paritY 3/ 4/111 . . 
• 1/ June. 15 _ia only date_ for whfoh farniers' prices ere ·available in ~.e .. 
M~y Z~June. 24 p.e.rio.d• ij "T'his· "ind.io.at'ic)rt ... h.o.l:ds tru~ ... ~.n1y'· so i'ong as c~l-

. culated · p:arit1 prio es. do p.Qt ·. ohange·· materially., ·, y 'Prq_vision a~ to par1 ty 
as .. a minimum ceiling for· hog pricoe would be affected by· seasonal ·adju . .st-
ments ... y Seasonally high on the date. · · 
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Canada to Lift Ban 
~ Pork S'h'ipments 

.. 11 -

The Canadian Government. has announced that. import and export re
strictions on pork and pork products to ru;td :f'r9rn .. Canada will .soo;n be_· 
1i:f'bed. The announcement indicates· that the p~~hi~ition on imports o:f' 
:fresh pork and preserved bacon, hams, shoulders, and other pork products 

! • .. will be lifted Deeember. 31. Canadian o.f':f'ioials have indicated also thet 
as· soon as the British be.oon oontraot is :filled,. the ban on ~xports as 
well as impo.rts "will:>be remoV'e'dii· . ..,r•It is possible ;that this contract will 
be :filled early in D.eo~mbel"•: ·I> ., :1 ·I 'h :tr'"'" r ·H· 

r:! f>" r r. 
The lifting of these embarr,oes would~c¢:s:o~e ·ail trading in livestock 

and meats between Canada and the United States on. a pre¥1ar basis sinoe in 
.AugJJst 1948 Canada removed ·co,ntrols .em :ex-port's ·:oi' "'f£'1JD:) st all other cla.sses 
of ·.meat and. slaughter an'irnals, . In the absence of further controls, trad
ing in livestock and moats w;i.ll depend largely on the relative price 
differentials between the two countries, as affected by import duties and 
quotas of the United States. 

Trading in pork between the United States and Ca.nada has usually 
been small. Exports from the United States to Canada averaged 21.0 mil
lion pounds, product weight, annually in 1937-41, and· imports from Canada 
were 8.4 million pounds. 

LOCKER AND HOME FREEZERS AS FACTORS IN· Si~ASONALITY .OF DEMAND FOR MF..AT 
• . , - ·,I 

The short.-run de~and for outs of fresh meat at retail is affec·bed 
by the q~antity of meat put into consumers' cold stl)rage • In recent years 
the :facilities available to consumers have increased greatly~ The numb:3r 
of refrigerators in homes is steadily inoroHsing. Deep freo?.e units are 
beco:rning more popular, and froz'ln food lookers, which first oeme into 
broad acceptance in. the 1930's, continue in widespread use •.. The numbAr of 
consumers who can hold fresh meat _ai'ter slaughter or retail purchase is 
now sufficiently large to ini'luence ·Week-to~week or s'3asonal demand for meet. 

. There are over 30 million refrigerators in use in American home~. ]} 
Over half c:f' the refrigerators produced this year had a capacity of 8 cubic 
feet or more. Most units of this size have compa.rtments that maintsin 
temperatures for freezing or storage of frozen foods. Esti:rr:ates on the 
number of deep-freeze- units in:use vary from 2 1/4 to 3 million. 'l'hese 
units, too, are increasing· in:'ea.paoity, as this year's sales include rrany 
of 8, 10, and ~2 cubio feet voll;lme. y Additional locker plants a.re being 
put· into uefe, although at a decreasing rate. · There are approximately 
5 million lookers available in freezer locker plants throughout the 
09untry. y These individual lookers will uve:rage about 6 ·oubio feet 
capacity. Xhe combined storage space of these stort~ge units (refrigerators, 
deep-freeze units, and lockers) with teii11!eratures low enough for safe 
storage of meat is estimated to be considerably larger than the volume of 
freezer spaoe used for mea.t in commercial cold- storage houses. 

17 Electrl~i Merchandisin$, January 1950, p. 86. 
Y. Ibid,. P• S7. · . . , 
Y Report of L. B. Mann, FCA, before· National Frozen Food Locker Associ
ation, September 1950. 
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Very few data are available as to how consumers ,i;tpp~rt;J:~n:L:'Ph.e.Jr•·;~. 
cold-storage space among various, foods, or how often ~h~y.:· :;':¢et9Q.lt.: .• tJl.Y.~~~
space. One local survey reported 50 percent of the content of home free~ 
ze:rs: a!:J. occupied by meat, and ·ind!toated ;that probably·a higher percentage 
of locker space is ·em ueed: l/,,f:For both'·ld''Ckers and deep-freezeirs·,:·the-' 
quenti'ty· of meat :h·era: tiiay ·vary at -diffe:rMl:t: :t1me·~ of the year 'according 
to nrie ·supplies of ·meat and ·of products compe'tfng ·for ·space. Substantittl 
quant:liti-es or· meat may· be kept iri the freeiing• bompartmenta of home·· refi:-1-
gerators·, b:Ut the quantit;ies on hand· probably' do· not :vary mltch through the 
year slnce· they. are restocked frequently by small purchases.· Colcr-stoi-age 
lockers and deep-freeze units are more important than refrigerators from 
the standpoint of seasonal changes in demand for meat, 

,. 7 : • . ~: : :· '. ~. . . • 

The· full· effects of movements to or from cold'storage units is prob-
·:ably not f~lt'at the retail'level since· :rarniers rely ·heavily upon' the'ir·· · 
own ho141e produced supply of meat. Appro:hma.tely two-thirds of the"freezer 
lockers!are rented by fanners, but probably'a somewhat smaller proportion 
of''all:deep:freeze·unitEi is on··fa:rms~ ·, ·· · ·· 

If consumers use somewhat more than half their deep-freezer and 
·loqker space :for.·:meat,·.·t·hey·may hav'e toom ~for· J: bi'llion pounds. ·This would 
be-·Ei:bout~50 pero.ent· more ·than the·meat arid: meat produC'ts in comniero'ial!'coid
sto·rage houses :on·•J'uly 1 this· year; In comparison 'wi-th the 5 to 6q>illion 
pounds of meat consumers \:l.se each quarter, 'the volume of home storage· fa · 
substantial. Home freezers and lockers, like any other storage, can be a 
source: of s'tabil:ft:Y or ·iris'tability in weekly or seasonal demand' and pric·es) 
depending on how they are used. If buying for them is done in weeks or in 
seas'ons' ·O'f ·aar.ge 'supp1ie's· and- low pric·ea, they 'will have; ·an affect of . 
·..smoothing· out the wee·kly or· ·seasonal ·pri'ce changes.· · If buying is done· less 
judiciously, .var.'iatiorie can ·be accet1tuated. · · · 

. , . 

. ::There is' some eV.'idence that meat prices this ~um!ner· were influenced 
:by movements to. and from home st.orage. · undoubtedly,:.. those who' bouc;ht 1n 
late June ·and early July when meat supplies were ·seasonally low· contributed 
to ·a stronger demand than ·usua-l. . Later this summer manY: of thes·e buyers 
were drawing on reserves and thus were not in the current market on the 

· · .. aarne .eca.1e•-aa· ·they' otherwis~ would ·have been: ... .Also, they ·will 'buy less 
. .'bJ.eat 'this fa1l·,than they would have bought hatLthey waited· for the. flush' ... · 

supplY :seaeom .to' restock their freezers and lo'ckers. . · ' .:: 
r .. ·.. . . . . . : ·. . ~ ,. 

LOCAT:ION 9.F FEDERALLY INSPECTED AND. OTHER ·COMMERCIAL SLAUGHTERING· PLANTS · 
. .... . 'AND RECJi:NT. TR¥NDS~ IN· SIJI.~TER VOLUME · . · 

,, I ' ,·,.,., 

., iiv.~sto?k a.re .. ~raush1iered a.t a.: wiq.e: range q.f loc~i{ions and in a .,- .. :· 
broad variety of ~stablishm~nt.s. :Large numb~rs, e~pec !ally of hogs' are : 
killeq_ and dressed' on farms_. Coirllp.e;rcial slaught~r.~ :.Whic}l· :i.e: ali. slaughte:r 
other th~· o~· ffl,~, ~s made \lP of three .diffe:r,ent types o:f opera~:l.on; · .. 

· (1) wholesale slaughter unde:r: Federal inspec~:l.cin; (2) wholesaleslaugl:J.ter 
not ~der Federal inspection; (3) reta;ti slaughter. 

'• •' . - (' ., . ' .. : . . 

:\ . 

JJ The Relation Between Locker Plants and Home- F~ezers in the DistrHrution 
of Jt'rozen Foods in ArizonO.. PMA, USDA,· June ··1950;. . · . · - · 

. . . 
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WHOLESALE LIVESTOCK SLAUGHTERING PLANTS* 
All Federally Inspected and Large Non-Federally 

• Federally inspected plants 
o Non- federally inspected plants 

(In general plants slaughtering over 
2,000,000 pounds live weight per year) 

U S DEPARTMENT Of AGRICULTURE 

Inspected Planh, May 1950 

• EXCU.:JDES HORSE SLAUGHTERING PlANTS 

NEG. 47746-X 

LOCAL LIVESTOCK SLAUGHTER! NG PLANTS* 
Non-Federally Inspected Planh, May 1950 

o Non. federally inspected local plants 
(In general plants slaughtering over 300,000 
pounds but leu than 2,000,000 pounds live 
weight per year) 

* fXClUDES HORSE SlAUGHTERING Pt.ANTS 

BUREAU OF AGRICULTURAL ECONOMICS 

U S DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 
NEG. 47747-X BUREAU OF AGRICULTURAL ECONOMICS 
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In Nay this year. there were, 441 Wholesale establishments under 
Federal inspection (not counting, i:<he. 18 .insp.ected slaughterers of· horses) 
and 725 wholesale. pl~t,s not und·er Fede~al inspEiction. There were more 
than 2 1 000,._ ·'·'.local" slaughterers, who, to'gether with the several. thousand 
.bu:tche;r~, .make up .retail. slaughter. . .. 

. The 725 non· f'.aderally .. ;in~peoted wholesale plants generally each 
slaughter 2 million o.r more pounds live weight per year. Local slaughter
·ers ar.e regarded a~ those handling l;ese; than 2 million but more than 
.300.000 pounds live weight annually •... ·~mall establishments .slapghtering 
le.ss. than 30,0,000 PO.ullds are termed 'Qutcher;:J. 

Al~houg,_h ~on-.(~de~e.lly~i·nspeOted who1asale·· plants and,lo.oal plants 
do not receive Federal inspeotiop.,• many of them operate under ·State. or 
municipal health inspection. 

Th~ location of wholesale· 9lld local slaughterers as of· ~nay 1950 is 
shown in the accom:P'a.nying charts. :r~e fi~st oha~ identifies by cities 
the 441: plants receiving Federal .. inspection •.. The second shows the geo-· 
graphi.c. pa,sition ~f. ljl.ll wholesale establishment~, those under Federal 
inspection· peing indti'c,,ated by a solid dot and t.ho.se not under Federal 
inspection by an ope;n. circle. The third chart spots the local slaughter-

.. ers--those: .. not under Federal inspection which are smaller than wholesale 
slaughterers: but larger than butchers. 

· The 441 plants now: receiving F:edera.l inspect ion is the smallest 
number since 1943. T~e nUI!lPer _under Feder.a.l inspect ion inc rea sed .. during 
the war to a peak i~n 1945_ and 1946 and. has. dec_reased since (table· 3). 

Table,3.~ Number of establishment~ oonduotipg slaughter under . 
_ ., , . ,.Federal inspection, June 30, 1940-50 

··,. 

... r; 

" .... -~ . ~~ ' 

:.., .. · 
. • • ·· : • • : ;'1, :· !, • ~- •• ' ·, •• 

J • • 

Year 

1940 
1941 
1942 
1943 
1944 

., 1~45 
--_ 1946 
·.1947 

.. 1948 
l949 
1950 

l7 Excludes slaughterers of horses. 

. . 

. . . . -· 

. ,, 

. .. 

Number ]J. 

~05 
.304 
299 
422 
475 
541 

-545 
460 
481· 
459 
441 

Compiled by Livestock Branch, PMA from records of Bureau of Animal Industry. 
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. 'Expansion of the Federal in•at inspeo.tion seMr~ce during the war was 
stimulated:.by: several wartin\e retulations •. The Fulmer Act of June 1942 
authorized the Secretary ot AgrS;culture 'to 'p~~vid~ .meat :fnspe.cti~n during 

·· :the .war emergency t·o. m.e'at .pa:oki:rig plants· not 'bh en· receiving in;spect;~on but 
desiring to engage. in interstate commerce 'in meats,· A War· Food Administra
tion Order of 1944 extended inspection on oattle slau~ter, ~~y plants 

. :wer& ·grantted tull or 'limited iliif~eotion under 'the·se authorities. 
: . . --.·. ~ ••·• ·' . -~· •• "~);( f, .• , •• • ... 

. . ·: .. :Au·gmeri'btd by the &dditional' plant~s'-un:cier inspection and 'tavared by 
. -c-ertain reqqirements :(sai-l:Ln~ .i.~ot ·~it.ispe:ot·fii.d:. mea~, F~derd ~nsp~ot;ed s:laughter 
became an inoreasin~. prop~~CA o·f th'e' ·co-nmrerotal tct~a~~ Cat~le sla~ghter 

. under inspection reached 7~ •. 5. cperc.en:t ot the co~ero~.al total :in 19~. For 
'· .. :!logs·;: tne·:·J)e:r'oent· under insp·ec~Uo!l' tha~ yee:r:'we.s Sl, 7, Peaks .~.e less evi-
.. :. ; · d8llt· £or· ·o,l ves · a:n& 1'fDlbii ·(tae!J:e 4 ) •. ·. · : · , ,:. 

o ~- J ~-,: ..... , ~-' t '• • '' .Jw --... ~ j• • 

Events. of the latter prioe .. control l'_)eriod led to an increase in the 
: p~oentt£-p·o£' commeroial.:slaUghter• that· was done by the smaller, ~_non-

. teder&lly.!:t:nsp~oted slaughterer·s',. and to: ·a.·.·oorresponding decline in the 
:·:· p·eroentag&' under Fed~ral, insp'eotion. Tnti·'pe·rcentage· of cattle slaughter 
·under -inspeC:ti.on slipped: to so·· ·percent bi 1946~· and t;he percentage ot hog 
slaughte:r:·\Va's down to 70 a:nd ·71_ peroent"'ili :1945 ·rind: l946e · 

·. ·' .. 

In l947 .. the ·relative importance or' tederal~y· inspecrted. slaughter in
creased markedly. The inorease· .. oame about 'as oohdit:iohs ·of marke~ing and 
distJ'>ibution returned more nearly to their prewar_ char~_oter. Since 1947, 
there has .b$8n 'aY:tnOr'e ·gradual \iptrena ·in' the part ($f ''(jomm.eroial slaughter 
·carried on by tederally· 'inspected slaughtere:r"S. · · The"·u:ptrerid oco\j,rred 

· ,.- delspite 'tevier: plants ·und&r' Fed&ral inspection,· and despite. ari· extenged 
packing-house strike in 1948 th~t.gave a temporary adv~tage to the smalle~ 

·~ ·.: ·no:n- i-nspec-ted· 'firms. : ·rn::: 1949·•.· -the· :Pit'roente:ge · ·ot oomnier'oial slauW1t er under 
Federal irisi>'eot'ion was· up to 73· l/2 pMoo'ent for cattle and 83 percent tor hogs 

·~· .. -........ :· .... in ·th~ ·r'irst .. hair-·br f95o~· ~i~~P;~t~d··;~d· ·~·~--i~;P~·~t~d:··~oltll!lercial 
slaug1:lter:held about theit- 1949 standing rei~tive to each other. ·It appears, 

_ .-.. -~P9~&h,. .~h~~~-~~.r.J.~g. ~h.~.J!.P..d»g ~a.».cl .. s~Imn.~X' pf'-rio.d .. of'. ;i.nor.oa.s.i.ng. demand for 
meat, non- in.spected slaughterer19 gained some .. advantage as compared with the 
previous ·sUmmer. In July:, the percentage: ot' slaughter that was conducted 
in non-inSpected plants was larger than in ~~ly 1949 tor all. species of meat 
animals except sheep. · 

Greater use of' col~-storage lockers and home freezers may give a small 
stimulus to non-inspected= slaughterers, especially local slaughte!!ers and 
butchers, Certain other factors, such as ~y. increases in consumer a.coept
ance of' brand-name meats,: sped. by national' advertising, wuld seem to tavor 
the larger, inspected packers, ·aecause of these and other factors, and with 
conditions in the new defense period not clear, there is no certain indi• 
cation of future trends in the relative position of .federally inspected and 
nozr inspect e~ . ~ .. ~JI.gll.~.~-:r:'.~ra... _ .. ·~- . . . . . .. .. _ ., . . .................... ~ ...... .-.... .. 

'\· . . . :" · .. ·.: .... : ... 
:_•. . . 

~ . . . ... · . ... : .. 



Year 

'1941 
1942 
1943 
1944 
1945 
1946 
1947 
1948 
1949 

1941 
1942 
1943 
1944 
1945 
1946 
1947 
1948 
1949 

Table 4·- Volume or slaughter in rederally inspected and all other commercial establishments, 
with percentage comparisons, 1941-49 i 

I 
-- - ~ 

. . : Perc.ent of total : - : Percent of total \.>) 

: Commerc~al slaughter :commercial slaughter. : Commercial slaugl';tter :commercial slaughter 
• • Ot. her • • • Other • • • Ot--h' ·• • • Oth .. • • • • • . • • • er. • · · ·. • • er 
:Federally :wholesale : Total :Federally :wholes~le ::Federally : whoiesale: Total :Federally:wholesale 
:inspected : and . . :. cc:nn-1 :inspected : and' ::inspected : and : c~, :inspected: •. 'and 

retail :merc~a : : retail :: : retail :mere2~ : : retail 
: 1,000 1~000 . 1~000 . 1,000. 1,000 1,900 

head head head Percent Percent head · head head-~ Percent Percent . . .. ' 

·------------ Cattle :: Calves 

10~932 
12~340 

: 11,721 
13,955 
14,531 

: 11,402 
15;524 

: 12,994 
: 13~222 . . 

4!916 
5,047 
5,416 
5,'035 
6:244 
7,479 
6,009 
5,392 
41791 

15,848 
17 }387 
17,137 
18~990 
20,775 
18,881 
21~533 
18,386 
18,013 

69.0 
71.0 
68.4 
73.5 
69·9 
60.4 
72.1 
70.7 
73.4 

: ____________________ _ 

. . 
18,122 
21,624 
23,363 

: 21,875 
21,218 
19~884 

: 16~667 
15~343 

: 12~136 . . 

3,605 
3,383 
3,134 
2~918 
2,850 
2,350 
1~540 
1,554 
1~240 

Sheep and lambs 

21,727 
25,007 
26,497 
24,793 
24,068 
22,234 
18,207 
16,897 
13,376 

83.4 
86.5 
88.2 
88.2 
88.2 
89.4 
91.5 
90.8 
90.7 

31.0 
29.0 
31.6 
26.5 
30.1 
39.6 
27.9 
29.3 
26.6 

16.6 
13.5 
ll.S'-' 
u.s 
11.8 
10.6 
8.5 
9.2 
9.3 

. . . . 

5:461 
5,760 
5,209 
7,769 
7,020 
5,841 
7,933 
6,907 
6,449 

46,520 
53,897 
63,431 
69,017 
40,960 
44,394 
49,116 
47,615 
53,032 

3 ,1,07 
3,317 
4,111 

. 5 ~ 749 
5,884 
5,569 
5,080 
4,860 
4,379 

12,088 
12,117 
17,779 
15,500 
17,300 
l8,000 
12,813 
12,054 
10,712 

8,~6$ 
9,Q77 
9,329 

13,518 - . ' :· .12,90~ 
·11,410 
13 ,C)l~ ~

-·~ 1:f~ 7_67'} :,. 
':lC:!:, ~~ ~: 

·-- '1:" 
,;. 

HQP:S . 

58,608 
66,014 
81,210 
84,517 
58,260 
62,394 
61.929 
S9,669_ 
63,744 

63.7 
63.5 
55.9 
57.5 
54·4 
51·2 
61.0 
58.7 
59.6 

79.4 
81.6 
78.1 
81.7 
70.3 
71.2 
79.3 
79.8 
83.2 

36.3 
36•? 
44.1 
42·5 
45·6 
48.8 
39.0 
41.3 
40.4 

20.6 
18.4 
21.9 
18.3 
29.7 
28.8 
20.7 
20.2 
16.8 

~ 
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,_., Sele~ted Prioe Stll.tistioa t'or.Meat Anil111111!J.]} : .. . .. ~ .... ~- : -~ 

Jjmai:.G;..Ay paid; ' 1 

I ' 1 1949· 
Item Unit 1949 19~0 1 August 

Cattle and calves 1 
Beef steers~ slau€;hter ' . . 1'Dolla.ts per I. 

Chicago, Choice ·,and· Pr.ime ., • , >., ~.,,.,;,, 1100, poundfl .I 

Good , , ••• , • , , •••••••• , •••• ~ • , ; •• , , ••• , : do • 
Medium ••••• ,, ,,,, •••• ••···~··;. •• ••••• ,a do, 
CoiT!llon , , , , , , • , • , , •• , , •• , , , , • , ·,,.,,,.,, 1 do. 

All grade~ ········~·····~··~··•••••• 1 
f'>tne.h8.,, all:. g-rades·,,,. • •• ••• •f •. ·~ •• • •••• .a 
Si o:ux Ci t:y ,- ell ~rade.s • • • • • • ~~~:. t • • • • • • • •' 

cows, Chicago . . , . ~ , ; 1 
Good .. -, ...... 1- I I I I I I I I I I I l•l I I I I I I~··~~ I I I I I I II 'J 

Conmon ••• , • , • , •••• , ••••••••• :. , , '• • , • • •. • , * 
Canner and Cutter • , , , , , • , •• , 1 , ·~ , • , • , •• , a 

Vealers, Good and Ch.oice, Chioago ~ .... • ... 1 
Stocke.r and feeder steer.s, ·Kansas :City .... 1 

do, 
. cio. 
do, 

do,. 
'-do. 
do. 
do. 
qo. 

26.92 
25,00 
22.89 
20.26 
2 •• 80 
23.78 
23.6-i 

... 19.34 
16.01 
Ur,94. 
27.83 
22.~3 • 

32.54 
28. 76~ 
26~20 
22.99 
28.04 
26,71' 
26.91 

21.37 
18'.39 
16. 92, 
30,31 
25:.90 

Price reoeived by.farmera 
I 

1.. ... -·~ ' .. 

i 
~ogs 

Bee'f cattle •• • •• •. • • .•_ •. • .• • • • • r • '!' • • • • • • • • -1 

:Veal o&l '\les • , ••••• , • _. t: •:·• •••• , ••••• , • , ••• r 

Barrows and gilts 
Chioago 

160..180 pouilds. ; ••• • ••••••• ;~. ,!, •••••••• 1 . 

180..2·00 pounds •• ·• ••.•••. e. ............... , a 
200-220 pounds .• , ........ _ ••• •·· •• ~ ••••••• ,, • 
2·20-:240 -pou-nds .. ~ •• ~ ........ · •••.••••••••• 1 

240...270 pounds ••••• , •• , • , , ·._, •.••••••••• 1 

27Q-300 pounds •••••••••••• re ·-· •••••••• l 

All weit:;hts •••••••••• , • ,:, • •·• •••••••• s 
Seven markets Y .. , . , . , ..... ; ..... , ...... r 

Sows, Ch"iOa@;o •• , , ·,, ••••••••••• ~ •• ,· ••••••••• ·l • 

Pr'ioe. re:'9ei_~ve~ ~y .. f'S:nnei:-s : •.• ,. •• ,. ,·, ••• ,, ~,, ·~ 
Hog-corn pr.ioe .ratio, 2/ ( a· 

Chicago, barrows and gilts: ... ; ......... 1 
Price received by farmers, .al~ hogs ••• 1 

Sheep and lambs 
Sheep 

Cho~oe~ . Slaughter ewes, Good and Chicago 1, 

,prioe .reaeived.~y ~fa~eJ:s , •• ~ •• ~··• ...... ,,t 
Lambe · •. . I· 

Slaughter, Good and Choice, Chi~ago ... , • 1 
Feeding, Good and Choice, Omaha.t .... , •• , • 1 
Prioe received by farmers • • _. • • ~ • • • • • • • • • I 

i 
All meat animals · ' ' 1 

Index number price rece.ived byifa~mers i' 
(191Q-14-1QQ) ••••.••• •,•'• .. •••i~·~•••••••.~• -~. 

.. t I 

do, 
do, 

'do,· 
do .• 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do, 
do. 

' do'. 

do. 
do. 

do • 
do. 

do. 
do. 
do, 

I 20,"~8 

23.52 

I 20,67 
I 20.·98 
I· 20,99 
I 20, 74. 
I 20o26 

19.66 
20.14 
20.01 

I' 16,61 
I 18.'99 • 

.I 

I 14.9 
I l5o8 

I 11.13 
• I • 9 •. 711 

: 28.82 
1!'22,88 
I 23.36 

:I 
319 

lueat I I 

Wholesale, Chicago 1Dollars· per: 
Steer beef carcass, Good, 500-60o pounds 1lOO pounds 1 ~.62 
Lamb carcass, Good, 30-40 poUnds ........ 1 do. 1 51.40 

22 .• 26 
25.32 

18 .• 78 
19.11. 
19.46 
19'. 32 
18.95 
18 .• 4.2 
18!. 90 
1g,.8a 
le'.02 
17-.8~ 

' ' l ~ 
15.2 I 

13:.8 I 

U.6s 
10. 57; 

28.88 
.!,128.69 

211.86 

I. 

Composite hog p~duote, ~nol~di~g lard 
72,84 pounds fresh ·•·,.,,, ~ •• j ......... I: · Dol~are . 1 21.99. .20. 24 

Average 'Per 100 p(lunds , ~ •• l ......... ·I do. i 30,19 "· 2'(, 71! 
71,32 pounds~ fresh anii..ourpd f ......... 1 do.. 25 • .:5 23,36 

Average per 100 pounds,·,· ............ 1 do. 35.66 3ll.7~ 

,. ' 

28'.01 
26.50 
23,06 
18.20 
26.28 
25.18 
25.38 

11.96 
Ur.3l 
13.28 
25.96 
20.06 

19.~ 
22.00 

2d. 64. 
2l.f.8 
2i.9l' 
21.96 
21.73 
21.16 
21.41 
21.~2 
17.88 
19.40 

i 
16,4 
16.4 

8;~o 
8.78 

23.79 
22.66 
21. 20. 

si<> 
' 

43 .• 95 
4.9,20 

23~96 
s::t-.:66 
28o86 

. 37.66 
Retail, United States average · · 1 Cents 1 

Beef, Good grade •••••••••••il-••f••••••••• rper pound 65,6 7~.e; 67,8 
Lamb ••••• •••• ••••••••••••••l••f••••••••• 1 do. s .69._Q 6$.7.1 69,4 
Pork, i:noludi.ng: lard. ....... ~ ........ , •. • : do~ -~ ... }..e._ .. 3$, 4; 43,2 

,. 1956' 
I; ·. J 

I :,~U~7 ~·I ~gl,IR 
1 ·.'1 · a· 

31.83 
30.82 
28.68 
24;i6 
110,67 
29.4.6 
29.7. 

23.83 
20.4.5 
18.07. 
30.10 
27. f.B' 

2 •• 60 
26.70 

2S, .. llt· . 
24.09 .. 

' 24.;22: . 
' u .. o. 
; 211.39 ' 
I: .22;)9:: 

211.66 
.23.60 

:-18.97 
21.60 

' .. 
9.-112 
10.~ 

'\ 
27.37 

24.60 

-
; ·3~1' 

'' 

··49·:so 
5:1.88. 

24.31 
·:311.37 
27.62.'· ,. 
118.73 

I "'7'7,9 
73.0 
4S.7 

31.117 
29.97 
28.02 

·a~~·.-sc; 
30.09 ~ 
29.10 ! 

29.18 

23.07 
. 20.11 
17.72 
111.84 

.28.90 

. 26~10 
·27.~ 

22.78 
211.90 
2 •• 32 
24..1111 
24.08 

::u."s6. 
u.8e 
211.89 
20.112 
21.80 

li.fil 
10,90 

2f,2l 
27.42' 
'24·.90'. 

~9 

f.B. io 
61.60 

.2 ••. 61 
·. 3~.7S 

2ro'80 
S8o98 

. ' 77.8 
1.0,7 
4;6.0 

Index·numbet- neat:·prioee (BLS)·· i : : :1 . .-; • . ,··i ~ · · 
Wholesale_ (1926•109.) ........... 4 .. ;. ........ a 224, · 230.9 ~24.4 2'so.l 
Retail .(1935.039•100 , . .,.,.,;,.: .......... : · • 1 22"9", · 36i7 237,1! 269 

ua data for most aeries p~ l shed in tatistioal Appendix to this tSitua.tion, february 1950; 

~ ;:;;:;e~~c~·~:~ "of.cutte~ ~d Co~n; ~~d-~f·c~~; (~.c~tt~~),' '. · .. " 
1./ Chioago, St. U>uie N, S. Y., Kansas City, Olll'l.ha., Sioux City, S, st. Joseph, B.Dd st st. Paul. 
•:;' Number bushels of oorn equivalent in value to 100 pounds of live hogs. 
'6/ Pric.e tor; .August: only~ · · · • ... · · · . · ; · · ; .. : ·' : · .. ' 
.. "'f/·i.~·r~•·.ot--p:t.ioh for.~~~ary, Februe.ry~1 Kar?1i G,d:7.iu.igu.t~ ·:. -. 
!/ Merag~t- :ot'·pl'iG:ea of 48-&o lb. lqb tor· au IIIDDths"eio-.pt·· Jcuary, July and August. 

.. 

.. 
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Selected marketing, slaughter and stocks statistics for meat animals and meata l/ 
January-·Auruat 

Item Unit 

Meat animal marketings 
Index number (1935-39•100) ......... 

I 

stocker and feeder shipments to 1 

8 Corrt'Belt States :1,000 
cattle and calves ••••••••••••••••• 1h$ad 
Sheep and lambs ••••••••••••••••••• 1 do, 

Slaughter under Federal inspection 
Number slaughtered 

I 

1949 

130 

1,172 
1,128 

Cattle , • , ~ •••.••• , •••••••••••••• , •• : do, 8 ,660· 
Calves •••••.••••••••••••••••••••••• : do.~ 4,235 
Sheep and· lambs •• , •• , , , , •,., •••••• : do. 1 7,666 
Hoge , ••••• , • , •••••••••• , •••••••••• a do, :31,713 

Percentage sows· •• , , ••• , ••••••• , • 1 Percent 1 17 
Average live weight per head : 1 

Cattle ••••••~•••••••••••••••••••••:Pounds 
Calves ••• , ••• , •••••••••••••••••••• a do. 
Sheep and lambs •••••••••••••••••••= do, 
Hogs •• , ••••• , • , ••••••.••••••••••••• : do. 

Average production 
Beef, per head , •• , •••••••••••••• , • : do, · 1 

Veal, per head ••••••••••••••••••••= do, 
I..emb and :rrn.ttton! per head , , • , , ••• , : do. 
Pork, per head !f •••••••••••••••••= do, 
Pork, per 100 pounds live weight !/: do, 
Lard, per head ••••••••••••••••••••' do, 
Lard, per 100 pounds live weight .~: de, 1 

Total production :Million 1 

Beef , , , • , , •.•• , •••• , , • , •. • •• ,, ••••• a pounds 
Veal • , , , •• , , , , • , •••••••• , ••••••••• 1 do. 
Lamb and mu .. ·ton •••••••• tt •••••••••• : do. 
Pork y ....... , .. , ................. : do, 
Lard ••• , ••• , • , • •,.,, ••••••••••• , •• : do, 

Total colll!leroial slaughter y 
Number slaughtered 11,d00 

982 
195 
94 

255 

542 
110 

44 
143 

56 
38 
15 

4,666 
461 
337 

4,517 
1,210 

Cattle ••• , • , , ••••• , , •••••••••••••• =head :11,794 
Calves •• , ••••• , •• , ••••••.••• • •••••• J do, s 7,160 
Sheep and le.mba •••••• •••• .... ·, ••••: do, : 8,472 
Hogs •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• : do. .-se, 472 

Total production =Million: 
Beef ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••=pounds :6,081 
Vea.l • , •• , ••••••.• , ••••••••••••••••• : do. ..783 
Lamb and mutton •••••••••••••••••••: do, 371 
Pork'!:,j ••••••••• ~ ••••••••••••••••• :do, 5,401 
Lard ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••= do. 1,366 

•••••.••••.•• , • , •••••••••••••••••• : do. 
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • · do. 
and mutton ••••••••••••••••••••• c do, 
••••••••••••••••••·•······~~·····' do. 

nua a a or mos 
'!.! Excludes lard. 

1950 

132 

1,195 
1,257 

8,477 
3,896 
7,709 

34,804 
17 

985 
199 
97 

249 

642 
111 
46 

139 
56 
37 
15 

4, 575 
431 
355 

4,830 
1,273 

1949 
August 

134 

384 
335 

1,232 
549 

1,126 
3,417 

34 

961 
243 

92 
262 

524 
136 

43 
147 

56 
38 
14 

642 
74 
48 

500 
128 

1,672 
930 

1,254 
4,171 

835 
123 

54 
598 
145 

· Jul1 

119 

152 
153, 

1,070 
443 
960 

3,314 
38 

973 
226 

91 
278 

535 
127 

44 
156 

56 
40 
14 

570 
56 
42 

515 
133 

1,474 
767 

1,062 
4,022 

754 
97 
46 

607 
152 

1950 

Auguat 

184 

239 
356 

1,184 
484 

1,076 
3,626 

31 

974 
241 
93 

259 

536 
135 

4.4 
14\ 

65 
36 
14 

632 
66 
47 

619 
136 

Sept. 

Y Federally inspected, and other wholesale and retail, 
Y Includes stocks of sausage and sausage room products, canned meats and canned meat products, and edible 
ot'f'als, in addition to 'lhe four meats listed, 
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