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Another big feed supply-and prospects for 
another moderate increase in production of live· 
stock and livestock products-is the situation 
at the beginning of the 1950-51 feeding year. 
The 1950 crops of feed grains were large, 
little more grain than last year has been carried 
over in farm and Government Stocks. With 

growing numbers of cattle on farms and of hogs 
raised, and with demand very strong, livestock 
production may increase enough next year to 
utilize all the 1950 crops and result in some re
duction in the big carryover. It would be the 
third successive increase in aggregate live
stock production. 
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· SUMII{.tARY. 
'•-' I. 

!Vleat production is expected to increase next year. The increase 
may be :~a-little greater than the average of the past three years •. Pro
duoti6n ·in 1951 will be· sufficieJtt to supply somewhat larger military re
quir·ements end also. provi-de for. a oi vilia.n. consumption of about 3 pounds 
more per ¢apita than the l:45· pe~nd§l expegted tq be qonsumed in 1950. 

CM'fo"'· . •. . 

Practically ali the increase in meat production next year will be 
in· beef and· porke Little change is likely in production of veal or of 
lamb and muttono 

· Pres.ent upt;r-ends in. numbers of hogs and oa.ttle, the ample feed sup
ply, and the strong demand for meat in prospect all point to an increase .• in 
meat production next year~ The ye!!rly pig crops have grown from 83 million 
head in 1946 to approximately 99 million in 1950. ·The spring crop in 1951 
may continue the upward trend and may be apout 5 neroent larger than the 
1950 spring crop. Slaughter weights of hogs this fall are a few pounds 
heavier than ·last fall an,d .slightly heavier weight's may continue in .1951. 

•. 

Number.s of cattle end calves on farms, after increasing slightly in 
1948, showed a .gain of 2. 0 million head in 1949 and a somewhat .larger in
oree.se is probably being mtade in 19EO • The increase in beef production 
expected next. year would be tbe first significant increase in cattle: 
slaughtered resulting f.rom ~he present upswing; in number~ on farms. 

' 
.. Feed supplies' are ·ample •.. The supply of oonoentre.t·es for the 1950-

51 feeding; year :is nee.rly as large as in the year just completed. The 1950 
crop of feed grains is a li1;t:!,e. smaller .than.the 1949 crop, but the storage 
~arry-over of these grains is a little larger than last year. Supplies of 
byproduct feeds are'not.eXpeQted to l?e much different from last year.··The 
supply of hay is very large.. The 1950 crop is the . second 'largest ever out' 
and 'the total supply per roug;hag;~ consuming; anima~ unit is. reoq~d high. 

The 1950 corn OI."9P ·is 260. milli~n bushels below last year's crop and 
the gual i ty is. not as good as last year. · Some corn will probably be. with
dra'Wll. from storage st9~~s of bo:t~ -"free". oorn and· resealed old· corn to· pro
vide for the increasea J;'iJVestook, production this coming year •. Although the 
price must reaph or exceed the loan rate in order to draw appr~ciable sup
plies from storage, feed oosts p_robably will not be unfavorable for live-
stock 'produoti.on. · 

I . . . 
· . · · New def.ense actiyities wi.ll· probably bring; larger consumer incomes 

a:J?.d stronger demand for meat next year. But prices of meat ani.:rm ls may be 
~nly Jiioderat.eli-h'igher than in ;lQ50, ·since the larger ·pro duoti·on ·in pros
pect will be an offsetting; influence. Prices of all classes of meat 
animals are likely to be higher. Any substantial rise would put' meat 
animal prioes in the range subj~ot to control. Minimurd control le.vels are 
generally near the actual prices of October this year. ' 
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Production of me£tt in 1951 is expected to be 3 to 5 perol3nt larger 
than in .195.0. Inori9a.se.s· are qu:ite· li!<:ely fo~ ·both beef and pork,· but less 
so for veal. The larger supply of meat will provide for larger military 
requirements and will probably also allow for a small per capita increase 
for the civilian population. 

Larger meat· production next year is made possible by the recent iex
pansion in numbers of hogs and. cattle on farms· a:nd by ample· feed supplies, 
and is encouraged by the s-tepped-up demand for meat that began last sp_~:i:ng 
and which is expected to:• continue· iri 1951e' Production itay ~.norea.se r, · 
little more next yt=~ar than in each of the last two yenrs •. 

," 

An inc~ease in production· in 1.951 VltiUldi follo~ the' gradual uptr~nd: 
of the past few years. Since early in 1948, production ha.'s·'inoieased at · 
about the same rate as the popu:ation, with the reeult ·bhat average con
sumption· per person has' been· nearly' steady'• exoept' for seasonal ~-~ria:tio~s. 
AJ\D.ual consUI'lpbion hM held at nr?und 14·5 pounds rer person ( tab~!:3:s.' .1,·· ?)• 

~ . . . '. . . ~ : . . '. ' 

·Production of po~·may be· up 5 to 7 percent next year. Th~ r~~eftt.::· 
increase in· the demand for ·meat will have ·more eff'eot on production o·f . · 
pork then of other ·rr:.eats, showing ;up' both i'nla.rg~r pig orops and' irt': .··. ·:: . 
heavier average slaughter.weights cit' hogs· in 1951• The·spring pig crop' 
this year WaS 3 percent aboYe the preViOUS spring OrOp 1 and ·che 19.50 fall 
crop aoco:rding ·to .. rune 1- intemtions may ·b~{ 5 · paroent 18.i.-ger than ia,st fall. 
Next spring's orop may show e:n!ino:rease of'aroUn.d·S I')eroent. . ,· . 

~ '( ' . : ' : ;· 

Table 1.- Total meat production by kind and ciyi~i~m consumptibn·:~e_r· : :·~ 
.person, Unit,~d States,, 193.7-41 average, by years 1942•51 · · · · · 

Year 

.. .. . . . 
. . 
./ . 

'.\. : 

·~ . ) . . . .. Meat prod~ct_i_o_n_· ·~fT~,..<-----~ Gi yi 1ian oon:;;umnt ioB 
: ··· · Lamb PO'rk • . : 

· B~ef' .: Veal : ·: and = : exoi.; : Total : ··Total -Per.···· 
: oapita; : t· mutton : iard · =· 

Mil. lb. 

1937.-41 av.: . 7,195 ~ ':1,022 ·884 8 ,573· 17,674 · 'l7,5gg··' ~ '13·3:~'8 · · 
1942 8,843 1,151 1,042 10,876 21,912 . 18,.~g _),.:39.5 . 

· ·1943 · : e,s11 1,167 · r,ro4 · 13:,s1o 24·~482 .1a,~2.r .. ' )A~~o .. 
1944 '"'.: ·. 9.112 1,738 1,024. J.3~"304 2~-~17.€!,'' '19;,82',7 ·:· 1:'55~'9 .. _._ ... 
1945 : 10,276 .· · 1,661 1~054 10,697 · 23·,_6EW ffl~7.3'7. ,':1;.:4:~.~4, ·, . 
1948 : · .9, 373 l,zt4o · ·9!70 · 1'1 11~ ''· ·2i,"s56 ·zl> ss7·. 153.4 ·. · 

. 1947 :- ·1o,42s ·-- 1,5~9 -.so2 ·1o:sor 23· ·43o· · .. ·2z'·23s ·,·is15.cf~. ·. 
1948. • .· 9,079 1,412" 750 10:~205': 2'1:~446 : 2'1::.25~ .. "J~? .. f~· .. ;:·,. 
1949 £',448 1,322 so1 1o,333 21,110 z'1~3-sr'··l43.9 ..... 
19EO ?:/ 9 ,5€:0 1,293 608 10,939 .2?,420 21,960 145.1 
1951 y · . 9.,soo. · 1,3o~- s1o ··11;1oo · •· z3·:.·37Q-· .: ••• : · :, ·,147,.9 , ..... 
. ·: .. ... . ······ :· ·.~)~ :· ~.-·:.· -~ ,.··· ·: :~·,.:.~ ;,::.'·-' 

·- g Carcass weight equiva~l~e"":'nrt-...o"='~r_m_e ... a-tl:"'· • ..-e. p~. ro~a~u-·osd ·from ·total-. biiit~d· $tati3~ :': · '7 

slaughter, · · . : · · ·····'. · · .. · :.::: ··.:.· . .-";·:··· .·· ·· .~f ... · ·;··. · 
?:./. Partly f'oreoast. .. . f:;:· ·' '' ·." : · ' - : .. _.·:.:: t · ·: ' ; .. \>·::, i '' ··' 
31 Forecast.· ·. ... : .. -~·'~ · · > ! . ;. · '' ·• · .r .::·.l '· ~·= 
::1 •,'• y,._..... .:-~ ,,. : ;'07·:· ·".''; 
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:Beef production may be a little larger in 19.51-··~than in 1950 •. , Fo~~ 
the pasttWo or three years the number of cattle on farms has been inor'e-El/1$,-:
ing, but the number slaughtered each year has. been nearly constant. In 
1951-~ an increase in slaughter -- probnbly a rather small one -"" may be 
realized.. '· 

,, 
.calf si'a'.lghter, which has declined for several years as cattle 

numbers were. expanded, may not have reached its low.point in 1950. Next 
year's slaughter, and the quan~ity of veal produced·; is likely to be about 
equal to thii'\::: of 1'9'50. · . · ·• .· · ·· ~ ··· ' : . 

.. '·. 

Supplies of lamb and mu~ton, already at' a record low, .will continue 
small next :year. It is possible that production of these two meats in 1951 
may be even smaller than in 1950, if sheepmen withho~d an unusually large 
proportion of lambs to rebuild flocks, · · · 

Table 2.- I.Ieat. prc;>duotion by class .of slaughter, ·.ari.d ·~~eat' consumption, 
· by quarter-years, 1948-50 

Production : Consumption 
--------~Co_mm __ e_r_o_i~a~l~;~~.~~~-----------

----------~~~--------· ' . . ;.: :Ot~.e:r. : · : 
: · · :whole-: 
:~ede~n~~y~ saie ~· Total 

.. · l.nspeoted · · : : and : ::. ·•. 
:retail: : : 

-=---------~_-;l\"::"1i="'1=-.-=l~b-.--~M""n·.l b.. 1\iai.l b. d\[il., r6. · 
------~· ~--~~~ 

Period 
Farm 

1948 
Jan.-Mar. 3,757 1,244 5,001 
Apr~-June, ·: 3,426 .1,1~7 4,613 
July .. Sept. . 3,240 1,018 4,258 . .... . 
Oct •. -Dec. 4,298 1,133 5,431 

Year . 14, '721 4,582 19,303 2,143 

1949 ' 
~9l)..-Mar. ' : 3,962· 1,058 s·,ozo· 
Apr~-June 3,580' 957 '4, 537. 
Ju1y...Sept. ~. 707 99.7 ·. 4, 704' 
0ct. -:.Dec. . 4,-383 . ·1,070 : 5.,453 ---

Year:, . 15,632 ... 4,082 19,.714 1,996 ' . 
1950· . . 

· Jan.,-Mar. 4,009 1,063 5,072 
Apr .. -June : 3,741 996 ~,737 
July.: Sept ... y: 3,817 1,001 4,818 
Oct. -Deo.l/.: 4,672 1,139 5,811 

Year :!/: 16,239 .· 4,199 20,438 --··' . . 
Y· !Sartly forecast. 

Total 

.:.. . 

-·-
21,446 

~-~ 

21,710 

---

22,420 

. 
'• • r 

Total : 
:, .. fe·r 
:pe;rson 

: ':t . 

5,539 ' 38.1 
5,220 35.7 
4,883 33.4 
5,616. 38.2 

21,.258 145.4 

5,477 37.1 
.5,177 . '34.9 
5,145 34.6 
5;582 37.3 

21,381 .143.9· 

5,619 ' 37 .. 4 
5, 338: 35.:3 
5,'170 34.1 
5,833 38.3 

21,960 145.1 
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Greater Increase Than 
-·Indio'atei Po~sli~in 

~Meat ·-~~e1z --

-· 6 -

.More meat than now :lildioated to be in· prospect oould be produced in 
1951 if emergency requirements shou],d necessitate it. Reserve supplies of' 
feed could be utilized f'or the purpose, it; arl~.itiona.l feeding ·'Were ·en-

• •. . . • . • ' • • • 4 •. 

couraged by :exceptionally f'avol'&.ble rne.rke.t trends. or by _speoia.l incentxves 
such as thos-e· developed i'n the early 1940's. A production inore&se would 
be most feasible for hogs.- This is true ·no't' only becaus,e''hog numbers ean 
be expanded £aster than oan other kinds of' meat e.nill".&l.B 1 but also because 
slaughter weights o£ hogs cou!d be increasl'3d rel.atively :tnore than weights 
of c~ttle or lambs. · · · · · · 

Aver·ag:e elaughtE;:r weights o£ hogs have been declining· for sevenl 
years (table 3). An increase of several pQunds' in 1951 would add consider
ably to total pork production., However, .£eechng to heavier· weights does· 
not give ·proportionally larger returns because .a ·large proportion o£ the 
increase obtained would be r·e.t outs· and lard ··which an much less valuable 
prod~c~s than lean porke 

A large increase in the ~upply o£ ·bee·£ could be acihieved :in 1951 
only by substantially increasing the sl,aughter _of.Qattle that otherwise·· 
would be available for· slaughter in later years. Further increases in 
slaught·er weights from the current high. levels .do not seem likely, 

Unusu&.;l we.e.ther cond-itions could· affect ~he supply of meat in 1951. 
A severe drough:l.:;, although not expected·,. would tend to f'oroe iiquidation 
o£ herds and thus increase substantially the number o£ cattle and calves 
slaughtered and the qunntity of' beet' and veal produoede Unusually favor
able weather could result·in inore catt.le being held. on farms· and rauohes 
and £ewer slaughtered than is now antioipatedo 

Table .3 ... Average live Weight per head. for meat animals slauGttered .. 
under Federal inspection:~ 1938-49 _and indicated 1950 

Cattle . : Sh~ep . ·1 

Year .All · Steers : • : Ce.lves and ,. Hogs···· 
Co>'IS . Heif'er.s o.attle 

...... 
lem.bs : . : : ·: . 

Pounds . PoundS Pounds Pounds Pounds .Pounds Pounds· 
• ... ~ •• h ·-.......--...- ._..., .... ~ W1 . 

1938 921 189 85 ~33 
1939 943 994 191 86 235 
1940 : 940 992 19:J_· 86' 212' .. 
1941 .961 ·1,010 196 88 241'' 
1942 .954 1~001 20~ 89. 245 
1943 : ,955 .: t '980 207. . 9-1 ' ·. 254 
.1944 . .924 954 932 767 .218 .·:·.8~- : _;a44 . 
1945 . .948 ·978 952 79·a· 214 " .. ---:!: ... · ... ~~~·.::· . 
1946 : 943 960 ..... 9.53- ...... -812-- ·'199 
1947 

. ' 928' 937 : 945 802 209 94 254 
1948 945 968 948 813 209 94 253 
1949 : 976 994 986 827 209 94 248 
1960 ' 983 990 1~003 822 212 97 246 

Compiled from data o£ Livestock Branch, Pli!A, 
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Foreign.Trade ~ Mi~~~~~Y 
~~irsmen"2 !ll..t ·!_E! 
~!:P.~ratively Minor,. 
Under Peaoe 

.., 

- 7.-

.. 
. Unit.ed State~ ,foreign, trnd.e. in meat in 1949 e.nd ·19·so has· been s~all 

in rela:l;iio~ to ~9~al domestic production. Co~parecrwitl:l the .Pr?duotion 
this·. year. .£!.~ abol.lt 22,,EOO -million: pounds, imports will pe ar~und ·390 1ru:l• . 

. lion .po~li~,. !;)arc~~&. wei:;ht equivaleri.~, .. and:·.exv.~rts will be' about· ~:me-ha.lf 
t}11i,t.m\,.dl:tt·: Alii.hial!~·;mports may:pe .. expected to ;i.ricree.se,: United $te.tes 
foreign t%1&.dcl'.'~vill. ;J.i!;:ely be coJ!lpB.rative~.y small,. ~.gaj,n in 1951, unl~Gs 
larg~ .ove::se£tS sup1~ly prllgr.am~ "hel.\ld develQp.. . .. 

. ·. 
. Military requiremet:~.ts for meat in the lt?.st £ew years h~ve been about 

500 million pounO.s annually• Large! .arme~ Forces·.wi~l require OQnsiderA.bly 
mor~ .mae.t in .1951,. but un.der peaceti7lle conditio:o.s the increase in milit~ry 
req1.;1irements n.e:d: year will be les·s than the· increase in supply e.vaii~ble. 

. . . 
Some Upvrn.rd Pressure on .................................. --.----------Prioes in 1951. ............._.._ -- ........_. . 

.. ·: ~ ... : ... ···:.~ : .. ·~~ces .. of I!lel;lt and meat anil'llE.lls, alwa~rs responsive to changes. ~h 
co:p.sum.er incor.te3, a.re ·expected to be higher next year· if defentSe expendi
tures: substantially inorease consumer disposaple incomes.· Whether·. prices 
w.ill e;o"up·much or little depends on the .effect of mi~itary ~~enditures 
on the na.tione:l economy. Assuming no serious inflat~on, pricea·:·or meat 

. and meat ani:me.ls. mny rise only r:toderately, beoa.l:.l.se tp,e lt•rger mea~ oro
duction in prospect ·would be ·a restraining :influence. 

Demand for Meat Again Above · 
Normal ReTo.tionship to Incomes ........ _...._- - _..-._..._ 

Prj_oes of' m~ats and meat animals sometimes change rapidly because 
of El shi:rtin.-:; relat.ionship of demrmd for meat to total consumer incomes. 
JTnder certain kinds of inflationary pressures, ~h~ retail value of· meat 
. consumed -- nn indicator of demand .. -- rises more· -than does. incomes. This 
We.~ the··~xl??-ri~ce in the. summer of .1948 · Bi1d ·again .i~· .the· ·su~·itor 1950 •• 
Preliminary na.tc~ tnclioa:te. that the retail value or meat consumed :i.n the 
third quartor of l950 was 8 percent gr·eater than in the Sflllle quarter of 

· .1'949.· Dis.po.sable .r.>er.sonal inoo~e was ·up by. e smaller: percentage. In 1949 
the ·retail vo.lut;J of meat was. down to· tlle pr,ewar. a:verage relatipnship to 
in9omes, but in m~st of· 1.9p0 it has be~n ai;mve the prewar nor.maf,'(t:lble 4). 

. . 'There are seve':ral z:easo.ns "why cc;msumers. alter. their dEnne.nd for meat 
relative to .. {~he:i.r inoomes _;,. reasons heving.to do ,·,i:i,.th ·their relative 
preferono~s vrh.en their incomes change, and involving the various: pricing 
mechanismS. for rood.s'· and tor industrial. oroduct~ and investment· '-terns. 

. . . . . . . . . . :- . ,• 

Unde?>' conditii:)ns ·l~kf31Y to J?'revail in 1951, de~mnd :f'or meat proba
bly· Will remain high relati VA to inoomes. As noted above,. it .,is likely to 
b~ ·strong enough ·that r·rioes wHl trend hi~her despite· larg~r ... ~upplies. 
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Table 4.- Retail value of meat consumed comp&.I''&d•,with ::di·sposa):tle .. ~-·"!• -~ 
personal income. by years l937-~i, .. 'i9'41~50 · . · · .. ; :"'': ··:·:":· .-.· · .. , ......... .. 

Average Retail value of' : Disposabie' personai •: R~t~i·{: 
retail .. : meat concumed. per inoorne per : value of 

Year 1 '/: prioe ... of ":. per!_on.· 3/ · · ·. : · . per-son ;~eat ,a·s per-
.!/.= meat p~r ~ . . : .. lridex: . : ; . . :: · I:nd~ : centag~ Qf 

_.ppup.d : Value : · number : :vaiue ·: . number :dispo.$a~jl..~·. 
1 · ·r · 2/. :. ·: 1935-39=100: · · .: ~935:,.39:100:. ino_ome~ ... : .L 

Gepts- . Dollars · Percent· Dollars· Pe.ro.f;'P'ti .. · .· Peroe:p.t.: . ;: . 
: .·.__,....~ -.-.......-.-

1937 28.9 31.30 lo7.-s 548 107.5 ·5.7· 
1938 : . 25.5 .. 27n90 95.~ 501 98.3 5.6 
:1939 .• : ... 24 .. 6: ,:28 •. 40 97 •. 5 633. .. 104.6 5.3 '• 

1940' .: ;· 22.9 ... 2_8. 40 9·7.6. .' 570 ·111.8 . ·5·.o. ,-.. 
19.41:; : .. : . 26v8 ' 3~ .• s.o·: '11.4.4 .. 6813 '· ··'134.5. 4.9 .. ·.': 

56.2 1947 75.34 258.9 'l, 1-70 .. 229.4 6.4 -~ ' 

1948 62.6 78.88 271.1 1,278 250.6 6.2· 
1949 56.8 70.74 243.1 

I 

1,249 . 244.9 5.7 : 
1950 y: 56.9 73.16 251 1,292 263 .5. 7. .... . . . . . .. . .., .. .... . ) 

Y War. years .o~itted.,beoa':l~e _priqe· oontrol e.nd other ·oiroumsta.noes pre- . 
ven.ted non~a.1 re~~ti9rif!hips betw.een· prices and income. . · . . 
g} W~ight,ed. av:19rage. of retail prices o·f e.ll'·important outs. This weigh~~;~. 
the prioe f'or .each meat.· in. eaoh. year by the quantity 'consum~d. in ~~a.t. year. 
y.computed f:r.om est_imated retail weight of'· ~ach meat consumed per ~i:v.i,l~a.n 
consumer. · • . · · . · . . . · . . ...... . . 
y First l").a1f' of' 1950 at seaso1iall:v ad,i'ustad rumua1 rat·e. . ·· · .. 

rr1o~ controls Could Af'i'19ct. 
· Prices of Meat and Meat -Animals . 

.,...;;..;-...;.~ ~--- ..... .;;;;;o;.;;.....;;.;.,;. 
: .· .. 

. Prioe controls, _,if .. app!'ie.d, ~vould. have· a di;eot; effect o~ prices of 
·meat and·meat animals in 19.61. ·under .the Def'en·se Production .A:ot of' 1950, 

' • I'"" ' 

prioe c:eilings· ean -b.e no 10w~_r. than eit.~e.r ~hf;l highest pr~ce reoeived·:be-
tvreen May -24 ·and June .24, ~950,. or. t;he ... §~:r:ity· price, .~iohever is higher, 

.. as adjusted f'or season, gre.de and loQ~t~P:~, . Undf!!r ~his· r~le. minimum · 
ceilings on beef' eattle. veal calves and l~bs would 'be determ~ned hy the 
highe$t e.otual prices in :the May 2~June ~-4. period, _sinoe prices received 
by f'armers have_ been -well above parity. In the next year·; parity is likely 
·to be a f'aotor·,only ·ill;l the formula for .hogs.. As of' the middle of' September, 
prices of ·meat. ani":nals were generally not f'ar f'rom th~ ·. min~um. o'~ilings 
applicable under .t)le-- pr.;if;),e control e.ct •.. Altli.ougp _at ·pres'ent priC)e leire1s 
minimum ceilings -~u,l~ have little' ~f'f'ect, auy ·substent:ial·. inr.freases in . 
prices from these levels WQUld put prioes 'in the. range .sUbjeot,.to OOtlt~01e 

.. If'' the .~.utl~ok 'ror somewhat higher .pri~~s in l95l p'roves correct. 
c-eilings: .im.poseQ.. at their tn;nim\Un _lev~l would .. ~ike~y have some· ef'f'eot. 



Tal:>le 5.- ~.:!arket price per 100 pounds for seleet!ed classes of meat animals 1 

by years, 1946-49, by months 1950 i 
I 
.p; 

-~~---.:...-.------~-~ - - tr:>-: BeeJ'. st3erc for s1e:ugnte:r, Chicago : : . '_" ~= : ·: , ··. · Lnmbs · ·, : 
: . ~-. . 

. :Choice~ 
Perio( and:~ : 

- :Prime : . ~ . . . . 
, : .Dol. 

. . 

. __ : : All 
Good ; rJe~ium ··:Common: grades 

• . ' . . 
Do-*-· Dol.· IJol. Dol.; 

. ~ 
1940 : 20.24 19~32 .17. :?6 . 13.75 -~19.1.3 . 

. . : Vael:ort,_=: Stocker : Barrovri3 .: : :Slaughter 
: C~\'Is,__ :Chicag9,:& feeder:& gilts,_:Sle,ughte~:Fe~~ing,_: ewes,· 
~cr..~~ago,: Good : steers,: .al~- :Good fJ.nd _iGooQ. and: Good. and 
: Go~d : and : Kansas :WE?ights~: 'Choice~ ·: Choice,: Choice• 

_grade-: Choice : C:j.ty .!/ : Chic~go : ·Chicago _: Omaha . ': Chicago 

• . - . . 
.:.,_ 

-'Dol.- Dol. Dol. - Dol. Dol'~ ·:Dol, Dol, - .........--:. -_-. 
~-.... 

15~04 16.87 15.87 18.42 la.·os: -, 
lC~46'. 8.25 

19~7. -: 30.64- Z6~2Z 2:).".76 18.04 25. a3'· ~-~a·. 48 24.98 20.81 25.21 23;59 ; 20:. i6 9.17 
1948 : .·35. 24 . ~0 .. 96 26. 31. 22.16 --30. 8B: · 2~ 18 29.02 25.54 2-3.27. 25. 96. . ~.22~ 36 ~- 11.59 
1949 .: 28.6~ 2G~'l. '23.17 19.77 25.80 1C.79 27.64 21.34 18.62· .. 25.45 : 2~-.Qti - 10.83 . -- ·-: - ~-- :~ ::· . ~.. :,;· ....:-· .~ 

1950 .. 
. :~. -: <.... .... :. 

·· Jnn. •• :: :36.80·· 2a.14 .24.13 2J-. 4-1 2.S. 98 . 17 .50' :;o.66 . 22.94 1E. 54 23~~0 23.6.4 ·· .. 12.22 
teb. ·: . 34.70 2.i~19 24.13 21.5-5 2 'i. 50 19 .. ?.7 -. 31.23. 24.13 16.85 - 2.5.32-· ~:25~ i.2 -· 13.04 

·· Jl~ar. :_32.24 2.7.'33 ·24.21 2?.13 25.£10 2Q.so· .. 29.3:9 ·. 25.32 16.11. . 2t. 38 ~-.26'.5_0 j 13.99 
.A;pr:._. : · ·3o. 94' 21. as 25.21 . 22.99 26.94 . 2 :i. 00 . . 2 9. 46 : z-5. 79 - 16~33 26-::54 < ~;-: -, 13.18 

·May· ·-:. 31. 34.: Z9.19 . 27.10 24.44 29.02 22.92 30.5'8. 27.19 ~: 18.-9q: ; 2£~:89: '" . 10.96 ---· .. 
June : ,31. 34 19.:99 . 27-.86 24.68 30.13 . 22.-98 29.22' 2_7 .44 1::1.68 - 2'? ~o&, • t• 8.99 ····~~- ·--· 

July : 31.63' 30._62 zo.o-s 24.16 30 •. 67 
Aug. : 31.37 29~97 28·.()2. 23.51 3o.oq 

. z~:.6s 30.10- 2'7. 48 .. 
23.07 ~->1. 84 2€.90 

.. 23.55 . 2_7.:37 -~~~-· 9.32· .· 
23.86 27.21 - 27~ 42; 1 I • 1 .5]1 .. 

Se;t. c 32.00 ~0,;;32- . 28.07 24.08 .30.57 23. 2'9 3:2.95 ' 2-6.90 21.81 27 • .72 28-50. 13.01 . ---]? Average for·-aJ 1 v~fg-llts -and grades. . ---- _ ! .... 

De.ta for earlier years may be founc in the. J_J.vcs:tcol: n;::l ;)feat Situstion f'c:c Fe:bruar;/ 1950 ~ pp. 42-14.: ...._....__;.....____ .... 

• 
~Cf :-a. 
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Longer-~ Trends !:!;.! .!£!: · 
Lower Prices Und~r · 
Stable Income.s 

.. 10 .. 

If personal: incomes level off toward the 0nd of 1951, prices· of 
meat and meat animals might show gradual declines r0latively so.on ;there
after. The declines .:would be adjustrt).ents to the .. increases in production 
as well as to some changes in demand. Hog pric~s in the spring or· 1950 
were down considerably from levels reached in the summer of. 1948, · Cattle 
and sheep prices have held more nearly level (table 5)!1 .In tbe ne."t ' 
period of relatively stable incomes, some furthe:rt reduction in hog prices 
might occuro Cattle· prices would be the next to trend dovroward, DQe to 
rising numbers of cattle on farms and in numbers slaughtere<l, pric,es ·may 
drop considerably when inoreasing personal incomes are no. longer a counter
acting factoro. Prices of she-e.p and lambs .are probably' in the strongest 
long-time ~osition. NUir..bers of· these animals are so small that consumer 
demand is likely to talce ail ~amb. and mutton prod.uction at relatively high 
prices for quite a long time to come. · · 

FEED SUPPLIES FOP 1950 

Feed supplies. continue abundant. The' supply .of conoentrQ.te faeds .... 
feed grains, wheat and rye fed, and byproduct feeds -- ·for the 1950-f?l year 
is estimated at 180 million tons. This is 2 million tons less than the 
supply in the 1949-50 year just ended, end is a nee.r all-time record feed 
supply (table 6) • 1 

The supply of hay is also large. The 1950 crop wEi..s estimated at 
108 million tons in October, the second largest crop· ever cut~ Vlith a· 
carry-over of .15 million· tons last May 1, ·the total supply is 123 million 
tons, second only to the 124 .• 4 million tons in 1945. In terms .of the 
number of roughage-consuming livestock to be fed. which are fewer than in 
1945, the current hay supply is the largest ever. 

The 1950-51 feed supply will provide for all the livestock pro
duction in prospect for the coming year, and would permit even· greater 
production. 

Of the 180 million ton~ of concentrates estimated as the· 1950-51 
supply, 155 million tons are feed grains (corn, oats, parley, and grain 
sorghums). Last year, the feed grain supply· including small quanti ties 
imported was 157 million tons. A little less of the supply this year 
than last vra.s obtained from the current cr<:lp, and slightly more .from 

. oarry-over.. The 1950 .corn erop,· although la>rbST tha:n.:any crop· raised 
before 1946, is 260 million bushels smaller than the 1949 crop. The 1950 
crops of oats, barley and grain sorghums were all above those of 19i19, but 
their combined increase was les's than the decrease in the co·rn crop_ •. 

The livestock production in prospect for 195.1 will probably :draw on 
some of the feed gr~in reserves, particularly .of.. corn •. · The 1950. :qorn crop 
of 3., 118 million bushels. is a ·little below the approximately 3,, 300 ;million 
bushels used dome;::;tioapy and exported. in the 1949-50 year and probably 
will be less than the prospective tptal utilization expected in 1950-51 by 
200 to 300 million bushels. Reserves of both "free" corn and resealed corn 
from crops of previous years wi 11 probahly be dre.wn on. 



- ~1-·.·: . 

Table· 6~~ ·Feed· conceiitrate bale:nce, ·.units~·o:fi'il~fves.tock ·production,. and 
.· .. ·. :· ~rt~al units f'8i,: ·:feE)Iding. :yGa.r~ beginning:·Oeoober,. ·1939-:50 . 

. . ·' ~-.· ::·~ .. :,;'', r.' .• i';·:i_, ..... ·:~·:· ----- ----- ----- ------. ......, ______ ..._ ----
: • . :. •• . . . -' , ..... ~ .-.,;,., ·. • ~ ~·:. 'r- : • ... . '. . •. 

..,..._---.·_unit ; 19)9: ; 'trJ'46 . ;; 19.41;. ;· 194 .... ~---1_9_43_. ;_1_9_~_4_ . Item 

2£PPlV . .. . . . : . : "' .. . . • · 
Froduction, 4 feed grainsJ/:Mil.tons: 95.8· 105.1 :· 120~8 112.1 116.7 
Stocks beginning of crop : : 
year ?:./' ••••• ~. ~ • •• ~ ... • ~ ,. ,.;.M?-~·tons 1 20-.7 

\\/heat and rye :f.'ed .......... :Mtl.,tonsr 4·9 
23.1· ·'r8~5 i7~8 11.6 
5.6: 12.7 13.7 : .. 8.7 

• J 2.3 2.1 . 1.9 o-thel'' grains· fe4.2/ ... ~~·~·~~ :~.l.tons, ·• · .2 .3 
Byproduct feeds .. fo:r feed .. · ;Mi;t.tons t.1.;"-~~~.9~· --:::..;::1:.::6.;:. .. 3~·-· --=~~--.~=-:=-~-.7-:'-~--:::-=-.::~-

Totc;J supply· . ., • ~-· ••. • ••• ·"' ~ :r4?-1. tons :-=1..,3.;;.,6 ..... ?""-·-· · .J..,..k-0;,;;,• ... 7·_~--..;::..-.,.-.o-.:.o......----..-.....; .... --.. ............... ...__ 
16,7 18.2 18.8"· -19.0 

1'50.8 . I 172.8 164.'5 1S7.9 
Utilization ·· · · · :: · · ~ · 
..,....:--

ConcGntrotes fed ••••••••••:-!-111.tons:102.7 108.,2 U8.7 142~3 138.3 128~9 

Other uses • • ••• •. • • ., ••••• ,,. :H:i.1. tons: 11~·:...;:1:;---=-1~1;::..· o;.;;2=---=-~~---:-~~7--:- ~..;..:;-~.-...~
Totr.l utilization "' ••••.•• :~:t:I,~tons :.:::1 .. 1,3;..•8;;... __ 1.1_.9.-, •• 4,__,...:;;;.,...,.....,_,..~~.......----=--.-~...-.--..,_....__ . . . . . 

1~.6 13c3 l2.S 15.2 
· B2~3 . 155.6 1;::.. .. 6 144.1 
.. I . 

1'ota1 utilization adjustEd~ . 
to crop year be sis ...... :i-1j_1.t~ns :.:::1'='1~3-.7-=-__.1"=1"=7.-..•-:-6-~-==-'~-~~:-""-=-:-.....,_----=--:----::-

Stocks at· end of cro.p year ·M;.1.tons·.22.8· : 2.3 •. 1· 
132.3 155.0 152.9 143.0 

),8.-5. '• 1?.8 11.6 lh.9 . . 
Mumber of·· .g,rn·in-Cons~iD.g. ; . ·; · ~. ~ 
8nim~1 units fed ••• ~-~ •• ~.~:Millions:l$6.!.): 156.0 ·167.o:?· 192.4 193·2 .1?3.7 

Units 'of livestock production: · do• ':.:::1~5.:.3·~;'~*-· ~1;;.;;5;..:;5.-,.~3-...;J~-7:..;;0;.:a:.;;;O_ .... l_9.._3;;..: .. ~5:..-. .;;;:;1"'"9J;;;;..~•3.__...:;1;;,..7...:;6...:;.""'4,_ 

. '' : ... :·1945. ··: i946' .. ~ 1947 ·. ::.1948 .: 1949 :1959.1J 
·---:-...;•:...·.--__,;=------·~ · ... ·. -• 
: • . r. 

Supply • 
Production: 4 feed grains ,!.hu1.tons ·114.4 124.3 
Stocks beginning of crop : ·· . · ' : · · 
year~ ••••••••••••••••••:Mi1.tons: 14.9 10.9 

Wheat and rye fed •••c••••• .Mi1.tons· 8.0 4·4 
Other grains fed J./ ••••••• :Mil.tons= .2 .1 
Byproduct .. feedf'! for feed ., :Hil.tons~ 17 .'J. , 19.5 . . . ·. ' . . . . '' ·' . - .. 

. ' ~. :· .. .. 

138.3 

13.8 . . 7.7 
5.9 .. 4·2 . 

.1 ·· ..• 6 
. 19.0 20.0 

125.S 123.4 

.30.3 31.0 
5·0 ·. :5:·0 
· .a .. 1.0 

. 20.5 20.2 . ·~~~~~~--~~~--~~~~~~~~~-Total supply · •••••• ~ •••• ··~ :Nil ~toris :.-l':-"5 ..... 5-.~ 2-.~---1;.,.:5-.;;.9.-..r·,..z_. _,_. 1""'!3'""4""'.~2...__1 .... 7._0'"-' • .,.s __ · .-1;.;.;.82 ........ 4..-..._1_8_0~ .... '6_ 
. • ' •· , ·,, !, ' I • • • '• 

: !!tiliz;J.tion • • , . . . . 
Concentrates fed ••••••••••:Mi1.tons:133.3 124.2 112.1 124.0 132·9 135.1 
Other u-ses.of·f.eed gra;ins ;.:M:n.-tons:. 13.,3: .. -~19.3' · :: .13.6 ·· ·1?.7 17-.2 19.0 

Tota1·.ut.i1izG.tion •••••••. :Mi1.tons)46'.6 ·. ·143.5· · 125.7- .14l.? 150.1. .. 15·4.1 . . 
·~ . ' . ' . 

Tot:<>.l utilizaM.on adju..CJted: . : 
to crop yer~r basis .... )1i.1.tons :llt4•3 145.4 126.5 140.5 151 •. 4 155.6 

Stocks at end· of c!rop yeari :Mil.tons·:=·'l~·0::-:."":9:-:-,-.:::;1~3~ .• ~8~....;;:;..:7~.~.?~--. :::3~0:..;~:.:3:--·--.3~1=--.:r..::o-?--~2+5.~0=--
. .• '· . ' . . . 

llum ber of grain-consuming • • 
anim<·.1 units fed •• ~ • ~. • •• ;. )till:iorrs: 167. B 

Units of livesti)ck'produ'ction· ... do~~ -.:174.8 · . : . 
. . 

~j Corn,.: o;t~;. ·t>~~rley' t;nc!· ~~r,h~ •gr~~ns• · '. f1 S:bocks· .. l.n all .posit~ons of corn October 1, 
f1 Imported grE1in fed. 
:t1 Partly forecast. 

161.4 
169.6 

.,, : 

J.55•7:.:' 162;.7 169•0 l?D~O 
165.0'·) 17-1.!-t- : 177.0 '179·0 

. .... ~::. 
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Corn .mov~s out of sealed :reserves .in 'VOlume when ·prices reach·.or · 
exceed the loan ·rate., . A corisider.ab,le. qu.antity oi' ool'ln has been ·Withdra:w.n 
from price support 'sinoe July. FUrthe-r withdrawals appear likely during 
the le:tter part of:· 'bhe Ootob~r.;.S~pte'inbe'r 'f:ee"ding ·y~ar. The prio e may· be 
below the loan rate during the :i'emaining months of .1950 but a rising price 
is expected during the wiriter. ·Tri.e year .. ~verage 'pr.ice for oorn is ex• 
pected to be higher than in 1949-50 and may .about equal the loan rate. 

If livestock prod.uctian shot~ld expa,nd more tha~ nqw s,e.~ms. ~~k~ly, 
the p~ioe of _curn woul'd probab'ly move 'farther above ther loan re.te.. If 
crop conditions are nol'lnc.l no extreme ·advance Would. o"cc'ur in 1950~51, how
ever, bece.use corn rese_r·v.es a.re large." . An i~rea:sed 'derrand for. fe~·d has 
less effect on prices whei).. sizable reserves are on. l).a.nd th,e.n "i\ben they are 
J.acking, for in the latt~:1:1 .. case f·!3eder_::; m~~st bid co;rnr)etitiv'ely for the 
limited supr:>ly availal?Je!, 

The qtlality of the 1950 corn crop is not so go()d a.'s.in the past two 
years. Due to late planting dates and a cool growing' season, there is 
considerable soft corn in a·ome areas of th~ Com Be~t. 

The supply of byproduct. feeds is expected to. be about as· large in 
the 1950-51 feeding year as in the year just ended.· Reductions in output 
of cottonseed, linseed and peanut meals will be off~et.py ~~ ~norease in 
soybean meal. However~ because the supply of byproduct feeds is likely 
to be little if any larger than in 1949 .. 50, the increase in livestock 
production expected in the year ahead will necessarily come entirely from 
use of more ·reed grains, hay, and pasture •. 

~l!o~uction.Likel~ 
~ E~and Fur.ther 

THE . OUT LOGK FOR HOGS IN 1951 

... 

Prospects are for hog production to be ~xpanded again.next year, 
The 1951 spring pig crop may be up about 5 pero.ent f.r.o~ the . .1.95,Q spring 
o·rop of 60 million pigs, and the 1951 spring and fall crops combined may 
pass the lOO~million mark. 

; . 
The_ annual· pig crop has increaseq fr~m 83, million p1gs saved in 

1946· •-· then e. six-year low .;.. to 99 miU.ioh in 1950.1 . A peacetime record. 
The only" larger crops were those of two we.r years, when extra production 
was encouraged to fill special wartime needs, · ·. 

. . . . . ~ . . . , ., . 
The additional hog production in orospect for'l95l.is traceable 

almost entirely' to strengthened. demand f~r tneat and ~ favorable feeding 
ratio. Were it not for the increase in demand this *pring and summer· and 
its expected continuation in 19511 hog production wo.~J..q plQ b~bly have 
le~~l,ed off in the ·coming year ... Postwar ad.)ust~nts ·in ·hog numbers pre'!" 
ceeded those for cattle and sheep. Not. only had hog ~numbers increased 
rapidly from their postwar. low, .but. slaughter weights had returned close 
to prewar averages, and prices had been reduced substantially~ . Th.e .a.vei•age 
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weight· ·of· hogS. slaught.~red ,comeroially dropped fl"Ol'n 248 .POUnds in .1947 to 
~bout 2'39 pounds in 1950. The·. price of hogs :received by farmers in .March 
this yea.r was ~ns·,1o. p!;!r 100 .pounds:, a reducti.on o.f $10.,00, or almost 
40 percent, from the Mf?.rch price tnree ye~rs earlier~ .. 'fhis big.cha!lge in 
price was caused mainly by a soe.ling down of demand. · Demand for le~n., .pork 

· .fell·off c-onsiderably after hitting .a postwar peak ~d demsnd foz;, f'at.ty 
outs~·and lard dropped a goo·d deal moreo The price of-.1ard j.n J.'iaroh this 
year was about 60 percent belo:w the· March 1947' price., 

Table 7.- P;tg cn"ops ·arid hog slaughter, avernge 1937-41 1 .by years 1942~51 

Year 
: PJi crop-----------....... --=- Hog 
-----:--·-------- ·· . · . : slaughter 

-i·-· '""'1-,-::o':::'~~~~r h:-i:-!-d'="'. --:--=-1-·,~o~o~at~ad~~ 1.~o~0::~d ---:l;Ooo 1t""'ea-d~-
. -·----·. Average: 

1937-41: 
1942 
1943 . : 
1944 
1945 : 
1946 
1947 
1948 ·.: 
1949 

1950 
1951 

. : 

. 

46 ,SOL 
61~093. 
74,223 
55,754 
52;189 
52,392 

. 52,802 
51~266 . 
58,426 

60,079 

30,428 
43,810 
47,584 
30,905 
3411593 
30~548 
31,345 
33,921 
37,262 . 

~139,000 

77,229 
104,903 
121~807 
86,659 

·86,782 
82,940 
84,147 
85,187 
95,688 

!/99,~79 

65,642 
78 i5•17 
95,226 
98,068 
71,891 

. 76,244. 
74,710 . 
71,936. 
75,293 

jJ Totai~ including f~ri!l STrui"ghter, for the same calen"d;:r ye;;-. 
Y Based on farmers' intentions for fe.ll farrowing as reported June 1, 
and on a 1939-48 average size o.f litter for the fall crop with allowance 
for trend. Number rounded to nee.rest 500,()00 head. 
y Partly forecast. 
:!/Forecast. 

Sla1,.1ghter Weights . 
May be I-Iee.vi~r -------. . ~~ . 

If consumerst incomes rise as anticipated in the forthcoming year, · 
adding to demand for meat, !:l,.verage sle.ugl}ter .vveight s of hogs may be expect
ed to be heav~er than this year. The continuation of favore.ble prices for 
hogs would encourage producers to hold them for heavy weigh~s since there 
would be less ris.k of a sharp price break during .. the longer fe.eding period. , 

•,;. 

Baseq on the present scale of hog production and the.t expected next 
year, with a ll01"anoe .for slightly heavier slaughter weights, pork produ.c
tion appears likely td be 5 to. 7 perct~nt higher in 1951 than hi. 1950• .The 
in,orease..may be fairly uniform, season for season: throughout the year.· Pro
d~oti'on early· in 19.51 will reflect th~ 3 percent increase over'· e. year ~ar
lier in the 1950 spring pig crop, together v.rith sorr.e increase .·~11 slaughter • 
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we~.ghte. Product1on in ·tha s;>ring. and ·stlmmt"r ref':l.e:et the she of the 1950 
fall crop, for vhl.ch An tnc:rea.se of 5 nercen~ crv-er tl.~.t of .the p:t~evloua· yeA.r 
\o/as inc.ioc.ted .lnst J:ur:e •. Ir: the fall of 1951 an increase .in the 195l spring 
crop t ~hl<.:h !'day be A.l"OU.nfl. 5 pe:r·ce!l.t • Will BhO\! Up in pork pro<l,t'l.CU ono 

Pork production coulG. p~'"Oba'f\ly be expAnded more than no'N indicated. in 
1951, if condHions ·~~Jn.rrantedo Tile most 1m:ned:!.ate result could come by hold
ing hoes to heavier sl.a.u~htex• 1.,eigh't se A seri<Jus di sac\ntnta.ge 113 the higher 
proportion of fo.t--the less v!'IJ.uabla produet--in the hef.l.vier cnrcas~es., The 
more desirable a but dower, method is to ra1s0' more hogs for slaughter. at 
a,:~erage ~reigh~ ao 

Stro~.! p~ntRnd !~ Br.!!!g 
·-Some. ~roase .!!! Price 

'benlM·d· may be &trOT.LI~· enough next year 'to lift p:dc~ S Of hogs moderately 
above thei .. r 19~~0 levele 'rho margin of inc~ease \o/ould be B'Q.bs+.antiA.:l :ln ,the 
early mont:tH; 8 dnce prices in thol!!e months ,of 1950 were comparatively low~ . 
In late '19.5~ 0 the gain over 1950 \o/ould be smaller, unless rlernand should con
tinue on a~·steD.dily upvard .course and no price controls ·ar~. invokedo The 
possible e.f!1~ecte of price contr-ol are diSC1.\Sfl~d on nage 6o .. 

, .. 
ThtEi outlook is bas~d ::o.a the e.ssumpt.ion thP.t demand )or pork a:nd lard 

relative to. consumers' i'ncome·!'l has returned to a more nO':tma.J: reb.tiortshiP~ 
.If this :l.~. correct~ each i~erement in incomes' this next ye~l' .would add to the 
demand for porko A r··ising trend in incomes would therefore result :i.n somewhat 
higher price~ .·~espite a mo{~ex/3_te inc:rease :ln t~~ number o.f' ,hogs prod.ucedG 

, ·• , L, .... .' 

.. A.t. ~J:l.e .·prices ~0..~ h..?.g~. i.n. P.\~.sp~c.t,. ~.~~. ~.?.~-:_h~~ .:rat i~. ~~.~+ .. P!?~.~hbly 
remain sub.etantially above. avex·a.ge. ~t· has been ~bo.ve· nverage e,nc~ rm9nlii. 
sin,c.e June 1948c ·· ' · · · ·. : · · · ·· \ '··: 

, I' .. , 

THE, Ol,JTLOOl{ ,FOR BEEF. CAT$E IN .19 51 

Increas~ in ~~ Catq.! Slau~~ and 
Numb2..! 2.!!_ F'a~ i.E_ Prospect .!£!: 19~1 

Prospects a.re that so:net>rhat 100re cattle will be slaughtered next. year 
than in 1950, and that if range conditions continue favor.a.bie ca.ftJ..g .inventory 
numbers \o/ill also be increl!l.sedo l•iost of the expected inc::.·ease in~::~l:aughter 
will probably occur in the second half of the yearo. A gain in yl'\tUe slaughte~ 

' -. .· .1.," . ,. ' . . • .. . ' ...•... •' ' ·'·'' . . 
next year would be the.fi:r<'s't.o(:any.appl"ec1t:~b'l.e·size t=~tnce nu~bers on, farms 

· ·. begB;n. ~o climb. in .,1948\). .N.\unbe :~s. ~n farms h~ye ~ow:··a.ip~~ed suffi~~e.nt~y to 
provide for a mo.derate increase 1.n slaugHter a.ncl. e. fur 1bher incre.a.se in inven .. 
tory ne.?tt ye~t., · · ·: . . : · · ... "· .. · · · .. · · 1·· •• •• ·' ..• ::·:·. 

The cattle industry has bef!n operating A.t a. high level of production 
for several years... The c:a1:f . crop· in 1949 was at the high 'j:ie reerihtge of 85 per 
iOO cows, and n good c·rop was probably ohtained in'l950. The nu.'mbei'.'•of'calvee 
slaughtered has been 'dec'lining each ';y'ear ·since 194'1~ thtfs ·provld1ng mo·r·e: ani-

- m:1le for addition to breeding he-rde'·or :f'ol'' slaughter later. El.S mattire· 'oat:Ue., 
.. Moreove-r, averAge slaughtel" weigl-its· for :oa:ttle have been he~v:!.er th~n 1 ·a.\reragEl• 

··Not Oilly have laT'ge nu.mbe~IJ ·of 'steers be.en· fed to hi'gh fin.ish and hea.vyi 'weight, 
but the averl'l.ge w~ight of cow~ slaughtered under Federal inspection in 1950 
has been the heaviest since recorda began in 1944, and heifer we:ights also he.ve 
been heavier tht=:n u.sualo 
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.Table· a.~ Number. of. cattle and .calves on farms January 1, calf' Pr?Pi 
a?id number slaugh,tt>redl average 1937-41, a~ue.1 1942•50: 

------=--·-w"um~·s-e_r_s_· -o"'::rf ~attle and. cal vee 

. Kli . : 
ori farhiS: Janua!t..,..;;.l----"l~
For I!i!ik '. s. Npt !'or milk 

Number. 
olauretered 

I I 

: oa:tt1e 1. · : . &i ; 

a · «1nd : Total 1. C~ws . '~ Tpte.l 

Year· 

Cows 

Calf : 
crop ... 

Catth I Calves. .:., 
I . • . 

, ;odves a; ·: . ·.· 'i . ~ 1 
-··---~;~ •. -: -, -!>. ~11""': .~o~a~o-... 1'"",..,oll'l!lo:o=o~ .. t, ooo iS · 1, 'doo 

. :. : . nead head·. ; ~eaci... . head 

)937-41 

1942 

: ~ I ' I 
I. •. •; ' ' ' 

av.: :67,486 
. :. ' ' . ' ' . . '' 

I 

35~61,4 

36,837 

24~822 . ~ . . 
~6,313 
; 

27,138 
'' I•' ,, 

31~.674 

37111186. 
; 

~(:):,964 , .. 
' .. 

l ,0'06 
head 

1,'000 
head 

29,291 

12,578 '34,386 

'l 000: , 
head 

15,215 

18,033 

1'3,980 ... :34,797 11 .a45 
f ,._. .. 

1,000: 
head , 

;·· 

.9,940" 1943 

19,44 

1945 

: 6~~2~4. ~~2~0 

: 85,334 41,257 

I 85,573 .. ~0~8~9 

t 82,434 39,093 

' 
27,704 
: 

:~7, 7~0 

~~:,077 
. ~. l 

4'4• 724 

15,521 ~ '37~040 19,844·: .. _l~'f42 

16.456' 35,176 ; .. ·21,69:1 '1~,645 

1946 

: ' ·: 

1946 I 7S,126' 37,175 

1949. 
. . . 
: 

195011 : 80,277 37,265 . 
· y Pr.elil'nin~h~ 

.26,695 

.26·,0~8 

.25,039 

;2~,416 
' • ~ I 

·24,625 

. . . ' , ' 

; . 
' ' 

:43!,'341 16,319 34,489 19,82'4 12' 168 
i 

i 

42:~ 739 16,469 35,234 22,393 13,696 

4~,951 16,000 33,708 19,186. 12,328 

:4]j,.770 is ,982 . 34,537 18,789 11,345 
I • .. 

!43:,012 i6,786 y'l8,900 ,Yl0,900 

· Silioe the . meat 'output of. the o9.ttle. indust:i-y is high in relation 
to ourr~nt :inye~t~r~ riuinb~rs ~h~re is :less: ~ikelih.ood of ·attaining ·a 
further inc-rease in be.et prod1:1ction than is ·the ·oe.se with hogs. The 
possibility' of inoree.Sing production through heavier· .v~eights offers 
little prom'ise. · ~Hore =tihan the Ir.Oderate inoreas~ :i.n- beef production· now 

~: i~dicated for 1951 ooulti be·realized 6nly at the expense of 'redu~ing . 
· · oattle numbers end thus~ pQtential prod.uoti'cn1. in future years. . . . . :···, .. 

. .. ~ 

After rising :'o#ly sligktly in i948, numbers of ·cattle and oal ves 
increased 2,0 .million ~h~ad during 1949', At :lee.s.t another 2 million' and 
-possibly around 3 ·milHon. will be added to herds in 1950. Except ~en 
hd.ted by . drought' most: upswings in cattle numbers have lasted for : 
several years. , This previous experience, together with prospects tttat 

. de~d. Will,,~:oon~:inue str.ong, indioate~~J that cattle and oalf numbers will 
.. Probably ~no'.r&a.s:e further;.in 1951, If·conditions remain favorable, . 
. _::numbers may';:oohtinue to inor.ease for several years. . . 
' t • ' ' • ' 

..... t • 



Table 9.- Specified average prices and co'sts in the feeding of steers in the Corn Belt, 1941-50\ i g 
. : C5 

-· : · Season ~ 
Item . . . . . . . . . . :;.:; 

.1941-42".1942-43 "1243-44 .1944-45.1945-46 .1940-47 .1947~48 .194.B-49 ."1949-50 ...., 
. . . ~ : : : : : : : : - : <0 

___ ......;.; _ __.,;;....~---.---~~ ~l!o Dol. Dol. Dol'. Dol. Dol. Dol. Dol. Dol.· ~ 
Average price p~r 100 pounds ~or GOqd~grade 

beef steers · so·ld out of' first. hand.·. 
Chicago.~~ April;.. July: •••••• :. • •. e ••• ·.! ... ·,.. ••. • e. : 

Subsidy per '10.0 poUlJ.dS "~ ........... c·o •• ~-••••••• : 

Average cost of'. feec~r s'teers ·:at Kansas City : 
per 100 pounds·, August-December ••• o •. · ••• a. : 

Average priGe per· bushel of corn, Nort.h 
Central States, September-July ••• u • ··• •••• : 

Average pric·a per ton received by farmers for: 
alfalfa hay 11 :!orth Central States : 
Septemher_-·July ];/ . ., •• e •••••• · •••• • • ......... • : 

Average wholesale·price per ton for soybean : 
meal, 41 percent I rotein, Chl.cago, : 

13.59 15.52 

9e82- 12~08 

e 711 Q862 

10.45 11.31 

4.1 ·1':1 . 4.1. ?1 September-July • ., .......... -•••• _ ••••.••••••••• : --·~- -·--

Market value. at_ Chica.go of Good grade beef 

15.91 

11.52 

1.039 

16.34 

51.90 

16.15 . 17.46 25.26 32.59 25~40 29.36 
• 29 .38 

11~56 . 12~91 16~37 21.75 25.00 20.65 

1.009 . la 175 . 1. 490 2.201 :1.239 1.174 

17.39 15.54 22.37 24.37 25._25 21.68 

52 .. 00 58~32 76.78 94;19 74.,06 . 75 .. 85 
rotal-value 

steers 11 market weight 1.~~050 pounds •• •·• •• u: 142.70 162.96 167.06 169.58 183.33 265.23 342.20 2:66.70 .308.28 
Subsidy credit .- •• oo ...... • ......... o .-•• ~ •••••• : . -· 3:04 3,-99 
Market value pl~ -subsidy .............. · ••••• : 142.70 162.96 167.06 172.62 187.32 265.23 342.20 
Market cost at- ~iinse_s City of' 700 pound : -

z.6s~- ·ro~3oa. 2.8 

:feeder steers··~·~•l'••.o••••~:••••••••••·••••: 68.74 84.-56 ··80.64 80.92 90_.37 114.59 152.25 175.00144.55 
Cost of trensportation :from ~rlll.rket. ·bo feeder : 2.55 2:55 2. 55 2. 55 2~55 2.55 · 2. 73 3.,61 3. 96 
Costo:f45bushelsof"eorn ••••••• ~ee .. u•• .. : 32.,:00 38~79 46.76 45.40 52.88 67.05 99o04 55.76 52.83 
Cost f 0 75 t · .co lf. . · . . . . . . o •. ons O.J. a alfa hay ............. : 7.:84 8.48 12.26 13.04 11.66 16.78 18.28 18c94 16.26 
Cost of 150 pounds o:f soybean m~al •••u•••oe: 3.:12 3.09 3~89 3.90 4.37 5.76 7.06 5.55. 5~69 
Transportation and. marketing expense ...... ••.: 5..,;91 s: 93 6.01 6,00 6.07 ·. 6.,27 7_, 57 8, 5.5 8. 97 

!otal o:f cost i:t~IiJs shovm -y . ,• ..... -..... : 120.16 ).43'\:40_ .. 15~.11 151.81 167 0 90 213 .. 00 286:· 93 ·-rs'r: rr1232~~.6 

• .... 
Q) 

I 

:Margm o:f :mark-et value o:f steers over total :' r · · : · 
of cost :items sho~n y ooeoe•• ....... -.......... :. 22. ~ l9i;56 14,95 2Q,81 19'.,42 52.23 55'.27 ... o,.,~l; 76.,0~ . 

Y Price for_ loq~-~:.?8-~:~hrough 1941?-46; for baled _e.y. ~9 6~_4?_ :to ffate. ?'rices· fbr- 194.6-47 and 19'47-48 estJ.IIiB:ted :from· 
prioe paid :for baled alfalfa hay.~~ United States.,. ?:J Does not .include overhead costs, cost o:f pa~ure or othe:i' feed 
ingred~ants and death 1.os·s, ·or credits for menU.re a,nd for hogs follovring steers. The feed ratior.t and prices shown 
are designed ·tci be fairly-representative of' average f'eeding experieno e in the Corn Belt, bl.lt do not necessariJy 

, oo'ing'ide "'Vrt.th the e:x:perienoe of' individual :f"eeders. Data f"or earlier years may be f'ound in October is sue eaoh year8 
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Other factors i~' this uptrend in cattle numbers are the prolonged 
<ieoU,ne in numbers ·Of workstock, vd'lioh compete for forage, the low numbers 
ot ·sheep, and the expansion in cattle numbers in re,gions such· as the·." · 
South and the Corn Belt. Widespread drought .,in ~Y. o~ the ma.jor cattl;e · · 
producing areas would tend to cause some for.oed ~~·ketings ... or ca.t~le, .: 
thereby increasing slaughter and reduoing numbers on fanns. Such a con
dition)n; 1951, v.rhile not expected, ~ust be recogniz'ed. as· .a· pouibili'l:u • 

. cattle :Fee41ng .. ~ !9_ 
· Continue La:rg_,e 

I 

The. $trong demand for beef and the ample supply of feed at close to 
last year .. ,s.(pfices··malce a continued high level of cattle feeding likely 
this 'w)..:P:ter·:. and tflrou'gla most or all o'r· 195le About the· only factor re• 
stra~ni~t .. ~·~~ding:. ~p:eratio~s is the limited supply of feeder oattle and 
calves•··· ·Probably in no previous year has the· derne.Dt for oattle for breed
ing a~d.; for feeding 'competed so· sharply. Evidence. for this is. the price 
or .bo~h br~eding and f"eeding cattle •. bccasionallyr this year pr·ic es or 
cows ahd 'heii'ers have exo·eeded even· the 'Very .hi·gh prices in the ·sunmel" ·of 
1948. Prices of stooker and feeder steers this past summer'were·at record 
highs. 

The movement· of' feeder cattle into feed lots ·since July 1 is sub
stantially below the record movement of· last year but higher than in most 
previous years. The fall run of cattle from the range areas is later than 
the.:u:nusually ·early: .. movement. h.st year _.and is. expec~ed to take place largely 
dUl'i·~g October and. Novemb.er •. The type of· cattle reported. in:· recent· sfi.'ip:.. . 

. ·.menta· indicate a c'ontinued tendency t.9V!"ard. .l?ng~term fec:lding si:nce a larger 
· than :usual proporbio_n w~re- light weight steers and calves. · 

: • - ·. I I' . .. ... ; i,. ·. . . 

. : .A high percentage of grain-fed cattlt!f in ·•the slaughter supply will 
re.s'Ult'."in. heav;V.':a:verage ,eJh.ug)1.te:r .we:i,gh-t!!J. ~g~~n ·.·in 1951 tm,d will be im-. 
portant in maintaining both the quantity .and quality of the .. beef supply" 

· for th-8 .'year.. . ·. .. .. · ... . .. · . . :. :· . . . .. 

R~turns from' tiatt:i:e feeding were unusua11y. favorable during the· 
1949-50 feeding seas.o~ •. F,eeder c9:ttle prices in the fall of 1949 were 

· · below the' ·a'Verage of the past reVi years, and feecL 6o sts were low in : 
.. relation.t~ the pri~e .or. slaughter steers. Feeders who were able to take 

advantage ··of these low ,costs and s'old f.at cattle at the April-July average 
prioe realized unusually high returns on their feeding operations. 

. . . . . : . . . - \ . 
It is highly unlikely that returns from cattle feeding this winter 

and spring V.dll be as 'large as they were·this past feeding:season. Prices 
of stocker and feed~r cattle this fall have averaged about $7,00 per 
100 pounds higher than.a year earlier. For returns to match those of·the 

.. pasi.~ 3eason,. prices of oattle for .slaughter would have to increase from 
· present le'Vels and be materially higher at the· selling season next year 

than at the same time 1in 1950. · 
I : ' ,' ~ ( \, -:• ' ' . 

W~th .the expetsted larger slaughter of cattle e.nd output of beef,· 
inor.eases ·in personal inoomefi ·:i1ew · i.n view for 1951 point· t., o~ly moderate 
increases in prices of cattle. Another reason for expeoting no great prioe 
rise is the ·greater likelihood. for· prioe. controls .. to be pu:t into effect· if 

·'·· .o.o.nmo..dity .. prio .e., •. t.rende .ar.~. j;jh{\rp,l,y '"-pw:J~.r4.. .. 



OCTOBF.R 1950 - .18·-
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OUTLOOK FOR SHE'EP .fiND L.AL:1J3S . ' :, '•' ;. 

Numbers About ·cho; Same; 
-~'N~o-I-norea.se T!i"*L'Wiilie nd -Mutton - .....,_..._._~ ..,.,., ....... ....._.._ -·--- ·----...,....-Production l.,ikely NEJxt Yee.r · _ _..._,._..._._ - .· ---· _........., 

,.'1 •. 

. .. ' 

The numoers of sheep and lambs on fe.rm.s and ra."lohes ,next .. ranua.~y 1 
will not be greatly different from those of le.st January" If there is· no 
reduction this yenr it will mark the end of a decline beginning in 1'94.2_, 
and during which ·total she~p nt)lllbers fell from ,a reoord' high of 56&2 mU-
lion head to a record .low of 30o's millions in 19;.-.b~' . . . 

,. • I' I 

. A smnll e.ddition '-to_ numbers during 1951 appears probableo 
Resources nl"e availabl$ ·tor' mrr:Cshe'ep M,d- :bl'i oes are favorable. Pro
duotioll. of lamb and 1autton next year may_ b0 ahout equal to the 1950 
production vhich was the smallest_ sinc_e. ~925. Average consumptioD: :per 
person of 3. 9 pounds in 1950, jche .1ovfe.st. on record, would thus Q.ro.p to a 
new low in 1951" Supplies of la.nib and :il).)J.tton oon not be expec"t<ed.bo .in
crease much until sheep and lamb, nulD;b.er~· have moved up considerably from 
their present pointo · ,. '" ·· ... 

Table 10 ... Sheep end lambs on farrr.s and rc,nchtJs ,Janufiry 1, number 
slaurshtered during year and. ,a;nm~a.1 wool ryroduct~6n, 

a.ver~.ge 1937-41_, 11rinual 1942-50 · 

I~umoer~nuary I -- Slaughter : . . . . . 
On feeCI '' ~-......... , ..... 

=· "Sbf;ep -[';s-:,;er:.~; : : . 

Year Stock 
:,-!ev~ . : :oentage of totd': ·,· .. 

Total Corn All 'Total . Fed. insp. : 

Shor. 
wool 
pro• 

sheep . Belt . States : .. sle.ught er of :ductio . .. 
States . . :s_l:.~~ and lambs' . . . . 1,6C5o 1,:5'0'0 1Booo-;- · -r~ooo--r;ooo .. 

'• 

head hee.d head head head Percent 
'. 

Nil.lb -- -- ·-
1937-41 ~v. :. 45,879 · :),223 5,979 51,857 21,874 6.,7 367 ... l.: 

1942 . 48,346 . 3,844' 6i)S.~7 . 55,213 25,585 13.0 388 

194:3' 48,196 4,309 6,954. '55,150 27,073 21.0. 379 

1944 L14,270 3,962 6 ,512' 50,'782 25,355 16.5 338 

1945 39,609 . 4,,354 6,911 . ,46,$20. 2t! 639 .. ,_ . 20.9 308 

1946 35,599 4,215 6,837 42,436 22~814 16t~8 280 

194'7 32,125 ·~,693 ,5,693 . ... . . 37,,818' 18, ?.66 l3~8. 253 

1948 29,976 2,843 4,801 34,827 17,439 16.3 234 

1949 27,651 2,468 . 4,003 31,654 13,8:72 l0o3 ll•' 217 

1950 g· 27,064 2,384 31733 . 30,797. . 13,500 n.o 218 . . . . 
Y Preliminary estimate~?. Slaughter partly fbreca:3t. 
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Prices of lambs have been steady this summer and fall, showing no 
seasonal decline of note, and. are several dollars per owto above :la~t fall's 
prioeso ~ince there is a continuing den9.ni fol'" the small supply of lamb and 
mutton,_ a strong price position for sheep ar..d J.ambs seems ass'.lred. not only 
for next year but in .. the. longer future as well. Prices will probably ad
vance next year in line with the rise in personal incomes. Prices of wool 
have risen sharply this year an~ in Septembor the price received by farmers, 
·at 62.2 cents per pound, was 15., 3 cents per pound above a year earlier and 
2.2 cents above the previ,ous high in 1~18. ,yJool production in this country 
will necessarily remain l~N until sheep and lamb numbers are increased. 
Moreover, United States and 'V'~rld stooks of wool have been reduced in 
recent years· and wool is regarded as stre:teg'ica"tly importanto The price 
outlook is fully as favorable for v...O·ol. ~s for ·s-he~p and lambs. 

·''·· 

THE OUTLOOK FOR HORSES A.l.\lD fill'L.~S 

Substitution of tractor power for horses and mules goes on apace. 
Horse numbers were reduced by 588,000 head in 1949, and the 5.3 million on 
farms January 1, 1950 were only one .. fourth those of thirty years a.gp .. 
Numbers are decreasing again in 1950. Although ~ floor to numbers will 
eventually be reached~ the small oolt crops of.the past several years indi
cate that it is not yet in sighto 

Numbers of mules· have been reduced less relative to their inventories 
than have numbers of horses. Prices of mule.s a 1so have been maint .... ined 
better than have prices of horses. Average.mu1e prices on January 1, 1950 
were 26 percent lower than five years earlier, but prices of horses were 
down 30 percent. 

Table 11.- Horses and mules: Numbor on farms, January 1, by age groups, 
United States, eveFe.ge 1937-41, by yGe.rs 1942~60 · 

Horses ~ilules Horses and tt111les 

Year :under : Over ~ Total =under Over : Total ~Under ~ Over ~Total 
; 1 year; 1 year; :1 year: l year: :1-, year, 1 year: 

~--------~~----·~~----~~ : · · ·; :Thous. Thouso Thous. Thous. Thous. Thous. Thous. T'iiOUS. Thous. 

19Z7•41 av.: 647 10,074 10,721 114 4p049 4,163 761 14,123 14,884 
1942 . 503 9,370 9,873 1~0 3,652 3,782 633 13,022 13,655 . 
1943 402 9,203 9,605 112 3,514 3,626 514 12,717 13,231 
1944 :· 364 8,828 9,192 98 3,323 3,421 462 12,151 12,613 
1945 313 8,402 8,715 87 3,148 3,235 400 11,550 11,950 
1946 240 7,813 8,053 65 2 ,'945 3,010 305 10,758 11,063 
1947 207 7 ,04? 7,249 51 2, 721 C.,772 258 9,763 10,021 
1946 188 9,401 . 9i589 41 2,500 2,541 229 8,901 9,130 
1949 ' 170 9,726 5,898 30 2,318 2,348 200 8,046 8,246 
.i~~o y 142 . _s_.._1sa ,5,310 22 2,131 2,153 164 7,299 7,463 ... 

. . f-

Y PreHmin~ry. 
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Sel .. tlcl P~he, ~-t~ttl.~.ll tl)r .~at AD~mal.• J/ 
. . ..• J. ,: . # • ~ •• • . ' 'l 

-"1'. . ·.•;. .. , ·":)lM,•Sept .• . . t. 19&6 ' '. 

' rte~~ I' ti'\. 
I 19t9 
I . I· .. ·I 
I I Cattle and cahee 

Beet' ateera, slaughter .. iDollai-~ Jiitl"l 
Chicago, Cho,iof! and Prime •• ~ ,. , , , • ·, , ._;, , ...... a '-"90· po\Uida 

Good ••.• 'T'''''. •••• •.••. ••••••• ••• •••••' 
Medium •• , , , , •.,,, , •• , , •• .-,,, •• ,,,,,,, • 1 · 

COlllftOD •••••••• ·' •••••••••••.•••••••••••• I 

til gr•d~a •• , • , • , , ••• , •• , , , •.• , , ~,,,, 1:,. 

Omaha. all grades •••••••••••••••··~··•••• 
Sioux City, all gr&dea ••••••••••••••••••• 

CoW8, Chioago I 

Good ·············~····················~ ••• Common •••••••••••~••••••••••••••••••••••'. 
C~er and Cutter •••••••••••••••••••••••' 

Veal era, Good and Choioe, Chicago '• • • ., •' •' I 
Stooker and feeder ateers, Kaneas C1tJ ••••• 
Prioe reoeived by farmers • Beet' oattle ..•.........................•• 

Veal oalvee • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •' •' •' • • • • I 

Bogs 
Barrows and gilta 

Chicago 
160.180 pound• ···············•··•·····• 180.200 pounda • '• • • • • • • • • '•·• • • • • • •' • • • I 
200..230 pounds • • • • '• • • •: • • ... • '• • .-, • • • • I 
220.240 p~unds ...•...... _, ......•......• 
240.270 pounds • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •' •' • • •'' I 
270.300 pounds • • • • • • • '• '• '•' '' • • '' • • • • I 

All weights •••• , ••••••••• , , , , ••••••• a 
Seven market a y , ... , . , .. , , . ,. , . , , , , . , , , , 1 

Sows, Chicago •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Prioe reoei ved by fanners •,. ,· ••,.,,,,,,.,,. 1 

Hoc-corn price ratio y 1 

Chicago, barrows and gilt a ••• ••·• •••••• 1 
Prioe reoeived by farmera, ·all hogl '• • I 

Sheep and lambs 
Sheep 

.Slaughter ewes, Good and Choioe, Chicago 
Prioe received by farmers ••••••••••••••• r 

Lem.bl I 

Slaughter, Good and Choice, Chica~ ••••• 1 

Feeding, Good and Choice, Omaha ••••••••• 1 

Prioe reoeived by farmers •• 4 • • • • • •;, • • • • • I 

All meat animals 
Index number pri!le reoeiv~ by farmer• 

(1910.14-100) ••••••• ••·•• •••• ••• •••••• ••• I 
I 

do. 
'do.·· -r 
, ·do .• 

4o· 
do> 

.da. 

do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 

do. 
do. 

do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
~ .. 
do. 
do. 

do~ 
do, 

do. 
cj.o. 

do. 
do. 

... 
do. 

27.41. 
I 26.36 
I 22.90 
I· 19.99 
·1. 26.17 
I 24<02 ., 23.96. 
I 

I 19o 22 
-~5;84 
~4.79 
I 27,78 

22.04 

20.21 
211.34. 

20.60 
2«;).91 
·Z0.98 
20.80 
20.11'1· 
19.71 
20.21 
20.07 
16.72 

I 19~08 
I 

16.0 
16.9 . 

;. 10.89 
I 9.61 
I 

• 28.28 
y22~94 
I· 23.1"1 

Jfllat I I 

Wholesale •. Chicago. . . , .•Poll~UPa pe.r1.. . ... 
· Steer ''beet oarcass, Good, 600..600 po~di a100 .. J?oundi .1 41.31 

Lamb carcass, Good, 3o;.46 pounds•••••~•• I dOe I 60 0 97 
Composite hog produeta, including lard a 

72.84 pounds fresh •••••••••••••••••••• 1 Dollar~ 
Average per 100 pound• •• ·., ••••• , •••• 1 ·.do. 

71,32 pounds treah and oured •• , •••••• , 1 do. 
Average per 100 pounds •••• ; ••••••••• 1 do. 

Retail, United States average · 1 Cents 
Beet, Good grade •••••••••••••••••~•••••• aper poUDd 
JAunb • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • a I do, 
Pork, ino lWi.ing lard •• •. • ••••••••••••• ,. 1 do. 

I 22.00 
30.20' 
26.6;4 

I ~6.81 

68.0 
88.8 

I ·4lo9 

I 1949 

' 1960 Sept~ I Aug. 
I ., .. 

32.48 31.33 31.37 
28.93 28.22 29.97 
2il.n 23.01 28.02 
23•Il 17.83 23.61 
28.32 26.11 30.p9' 
27.04 26.96 29.10 
27.,24 26'o62 29."16 

21.68 18.22 23.07 
18.60 ~4.44 20.11 
18.09 !fl:3.66 17.72 
30.80 27.40 31.84 
26.01 19.74 2p.90 

22.63 19.70 24.10 
26.82 21.90 27.40. 

18.16 19.H 22. 78' 
19.58 20.31 23.90 
19.74 20,96 24.32 
19.86 '21.20 ·24. 33 
19.32 .21.21? . 24.08 
18.82 20.91 23;36 
19.22 20.76 23.86 
19.21 20,65 23.89 
16.48 18.41 20.·32 
'18.21 19.80 21.80 

13.3 15.8 15.8 
13.9 17.1 16.o 

11.80 8,94 11.61 
1?.69 8.61 10.90 

26.53 23,.57 27.21 
J/26.25 . 23.21 27.42 

'24.04 21;~o 24•90 

334 319 '369 

. . .. ·~ , ......... . ... ~ . 

46.92 48.82' .48.10 
!f61.33 47.62 61.60 

20.67 '2'2.07 24.67 
28.24 30.30 33.73 
23.76 26.41 27.80 
33,31 37.03. 38.98 

--- 89.0 77.8 
88.9 70.7 
44.6 46.0 

Index number 1111at pricea (BLS) 1 

Wholesale (1928•100) •• •• •• •• ••••••• ••••• 1 225 230 268 
Rel:e.il 1936-39•100 I 230 242 26 

I 

1 Septo 

32.00 
3o.s2 
28.07 
'24.08 
3.0~ 67 I 

29.67 
2~.83 

23.29 
20.28 
17.42 
32.96 
28.90 

24.'7,0 
28.00 

20.26 
21.4& 
21.98 
22.~ 
22.32 
22.09 
21.81 
21.84 
20.12 
21.10 

14.2 
14.7 

13.01 
11.70 

2.7. 72 
28.60 
26.80 

372 

48,39 
62.68 

'23.29 
31.86 
27.04 
37.91. 

.I 
I . ·: 
I 
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Selected· marketing, slaughter and stocks statistics t'or meat animals and meats y 
Jan.-Sept. 

Item Un.it 

Meat animal marketings 
Index number (1935-39•100) 

Stocker and reeder shipments to I 

8 Corn Belt States rl,OOO 
Cattle and calves •••••••••••••••••:head 
Sheep and lambs •••••••••••••••••••' do, 

I 

Slaughter under Federal inspection 
Number slaughtered 

1949 

131 

1,758 
1,662 

Cattle ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••= do, 9,884 
Calves ••••••• •••••••••••••••••••• .: do, 4,786 
Sheep and lambs ••••••••••••••••••• 1 do. 1 B ,846 
Bogs ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••' do, :36,592 

Percentage sows ••••••••••••••••••Percent, 17 
Average live weight per head · 

Cattle ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••'Pounds 
Calves ••• , , ••• , , •••••••••••••.• , , •• 1 do. 
Sheep and lamb a , ••••• , , , • , •·• , , , • , • : do. 
Hogs , , , , , , , , , , , , ••••• , , • , • , , ••• , , • : do, 

Average production 
Beer, per head ••••••••••••••••••••= do, 
Veal, per head ••••••••••••••••••••= do, 
Lamb and mutton, per head •••••••••' do. 
Pork, per head~ •••••••••••••••••= do. 
Pork, per 100 pounds live weight ~,: do. 
Lard, per head •••••••• , , •• , , •• , • , •. : do, 
Lard, per 100 pounds live weight •• : do, 

979 
201 

94 
253 

538 
112 
44 

142 
56 
38 
15 

Total production :Million: 
Beef ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••=pounds : 5,290 
Veal ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••' do, 1 635 
Lamb and mutton ••••••••••••••••••• : do. .r 388 
Pork y . , , .......... , , .. , .. , . , . , .. : do, 
Lard ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••= do, 

Total ocmmeroial slaughter jl 
Number slaughtered 11,000 

5,036 
1 1,333 

Cattle ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••=head :13,468 
Dalves • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • : do, : 8,080 
Sheep and lambs •••••••••••••••••••= do. : 9,771 
Hogs •• • ••• • • ••• • • • • • • • • •.• • • • •. • • • •: do. r 43,201 

Total production •Million: 
Beef •• , ••••••••••• •,., •••••••••••• :pounds 
Veal • , , •• , • •••••••••••• , • • ••• •., •, : do, 
Lamb and mutton ••••••••••••• , ••••• : do, 
Pork y ... · ....... , ................ : 4o. 
Lard ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••= do. 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •. r do. 
••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••: do, 
and mutton •••••••••••••••••••••= .•.....•.......•....••........•. : 

ua a a ·or ~Ds ser es 
!/. Bst{mated from weekly data. 
]/. Exo~udes lard. 

6,902 
904 
426 

I 6,029 
1,507 

1950 

134 

1,642 
1,833 

9,673 
4,384 
8,771 

38,941 

Y9B4 
]/.204 . Y. 97 
E/249 

Y541 
!/.114 
]/.46 
Y,l39 
y 56 
Y. 36 y 15 

y5,222 
Y. 499 
Y. 401 
2/5,395 
yl,397 

1949 
Sept. 

139 

586 
534 

1,224 
552 

1,180 
3,879 
17 

956 
247 

91 
234 

513 
135 

43 
134 

57 
32 
14 

625 
74 
50 

518 
123 

1,673 
930 

1,299 
4,729 

821 
121 

55 
628 
142 

Aug. 

134 

239 
355 

1,184 
484 

1,076 
3,626 

31 

974 
241 

93 
259 

536 
134 

44 
144 

55 
38 
14 

632 
65 
47 

519 
136 

1,615 
836 

1,194 
4,435 

828 
lOB 

52 
624 
155 

1950 

Sept. 

148 

447 
576 

1,196 
488 

1,063 
4,137 

Oct. 

]/.Federally inspected, and other wholesale and retail •. 
!/ Inc·l.udes stocks of' sausage and sausage room p"L"'ducts, · carmed 1119ats e.nd cmned meat products, and edible 
cftals, in addition to the tour meats listed. 
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