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Steer slaughter is due to increase season-
f:llly in months ahead. Although below last year
in February and March, it may reach last year’s
level sometime this summer. A seasonal rise in
slaughter of cows is expected later, but pros-
bects are that neither cow nor heifer slaughter
for 1951 will often greatly exceed last year.

Calf slaughter will probably be smaller than last
year during most months of 1951.

Steer slaughter has heen comparatively large
but cow, heifer and calf slaughter comparatively
smaller for more than two years, as producers
have increased their cattle herds.
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THE LIVESTOCK AND MEAT SITUATION

Approved by the Outlook and Situation Board, April 26, 1961
R SUMMARY

Meat productlon during the rest of 1951 is expected to exceed last
year by a greater mergin than the small geain realized in the first quarter,
Considersably more pork, slightly more beef, but less veal, lemb and mutton
then last year are in prospect for months ahead. Meat consumption per
person for the enbtire year may be 2 to 3 pounds larger than the 145 pounds
in 1950,

Prices of cattle strengthened further but prices of lambs declined
in April following increases earlier in the yeaer., April prices probably
reflected ceiling prices for beef end lamb, Prices of hogs, after rising
moderately in Januery and early February, lost most of their geins later
as marketings increesed seasonally., Pork'is probebly pressing less
egainst ceiling prices than are .other meats,

- On April 28 the Office of Price Stabilization announced dollars~-and-
cents ceilings on beef and ceilings on the average prices slaughterers may
pay for cattle. The retail beef ceilings will go into effect May 14 at
about April prices, with a gradual reduction due to begin August 1, = Over-
all average prices packers may pay for cattle will be reduced somewhet from
April prices when this control goes into force the latter .part of May,

. Commerciel production of pork in the Janusry-March quarter was about
-6 percent larger. than in the same quarter of 1950, A somewhet greater in-
ocrease is in prospect for the spring-and much of the summer, because hogs
slaughtered in this season come from the 9 percent larger pig ercp saved
last fall than the previous fall, Also, slaughter weights are expected to
be a few pounds heavier than last year,

Pork supplies next fall and winter will reflect the inocrease in the
1951 spring pig crops Farmers reported last December that they planned a
6 percent larger spring crop than in 1950, ° : A

Beef production thus far in 1951 has been close to last year 8 pro=
duction but & smell increase over a year earlier is likely for the rest of
1961, Four percent more cattle were reported on feed in the Corn Belt
April 1 than a year earlier, During some of the spring and summer, market~
ings of fed cattle are likely to exceed last year.

Slaughter of calves and production of veal have been considerably
below last year and are expected to be below 1950 in most months of 1951,
A high percentage of calves is still being retained for feeding or for add-
ing to breeding herds, '
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-~ Bocausé mors ‘ewe “lambs ‘will probebly be held this year than last to
increase herds, slaughter of sheep and lambs is llkely to be smaller during
most of 1951 than "imr 1980, : .

' Drought prevails in much of the Southern Great Plains and Southwest.
Livestock there are still in fairly good conditions Because of the drought,
movemant of cattle to the Osage pastures of Oklshome and the Blue Stem
(Flint Hills) of Kanses was unusually large and early, The Southwestern
"~ drought and the ¢old stormy weather in other areas have retarded develop-

ment of early spring lambs, which on April 1 were generally in ebout
- average conditlonq . , o

REVIEW AND OUTLOOK

April Meat Production
Above Last April

~ Meat -production the first: quarter of 1951 was sllghtly larger than
in the first three months of 1950, Oubtput was considerably above last
year in January but in February it dropped more sharply than usuel, Pro-
duction in April was above lest April, with most or all the increasé:in pork,

‘For the rest of 1951 meat output will probably exceed last year by a
somewhat larger margin then in the first quarter. Consumption per'person
for the entlre year mey be 2 to 3 oounds lerger than the 145 pounds for 1950 ¢

Pork Production To Be Well Above b T Co e 5<~
‘A Year Earlier For‘é Few Months N SRR

Marketings of hogs have been abdve a year ago since eariy in March.
They held a seasonally high level"during April as more and more fall pigs
were moved to slaughter., About 40,7 million pigs were saved last fali,
9 percent more than in the fall of 1949, The bulk of slaughter supplies
came from-this crop during April and will continue to do so in'the next
few months, Last year hog slaughter reached a seasonal peek the last week
in Merch and average live weights of hogs slaughtered in that month were
relatively light, This year, the fall crop is generally coming to merket
later and at heavier weights. Slaughter supplies will probably be meir=
teined fairly well until early June, Throughout the rest of spring and
much of the summer, the number of hogs slaughtered will be oconsiderably
lerger than last year. Much of the increase during the summer is likely
to be provided by slaughter cf socws. Prospects for oniy a small inc¢rease
in the fall pig crop this year point to a bi gger SLW'S¢aughter thls summer
then last, - Coe

Beef Output Metching 1950 Level;
May Exceed It Later

Commerciel production of beef in the first quarter was almost the
same ag & year previous -~ only 2 percent less. Production during April
similarly held about the level of last Aprile.



Teble l,- Commercial meat production, United States, by querter-year
1948 to first quarter 1951

All mesats

: . t : : 2

¢ January-- ¢ Aprile : July- ¢ October- :
Year s March : June ¢ September : December : Tear

: 5 : 3 . : 2

:+ Million. Million ‘Million 4illion Million

: pounds pounds pounds pounds pounds

¢ ) . h
1948 ¢+ 5,002 4,613 4,258 5,430 19,303
1949 + 5,020 4,537 4,704 5,463 19,714
1960 : 5,069 4,737 4,764 5,646 ‘ 20,216
1961 : . 5,124

s

: Beef
1948 : 2,245 2,083 2,159 2,279 8,766 .
1949 : 2,270 2,233 2,399 2,240 9,142
1960 : 2,224 2,221 2,414 2,380 9,239
1961 ¢+ 2,188

g Teal

¢ .
1948 292 . 316 364 351 1,323
1949 271 286 347 336 1,240
1950 : 263 278 312 285 1,138
1951 : - 220 - . ' ’

8 Lemb and mutton
1948 186 168 182 203 728
1949 . 158 114 154 161 587
1950 151 139 149 ) 143 582
1951 130 .

:

t Pork excluding lard

¢ :
1948 : 2,280 2,056 1,563 2,597 8,486
1949 ¢ 2,321 1,904 1,804 2,718 8,745
1960 :+ 2,431 2,099 1,889 2,838 9,267
1961 ¢+ 2,586

:

:
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Unusually heavy average slaughter weishts have helped to hold up
beef production this winter, The number of cattle slaughtered to date has
been a little smaller than last year. in the first three months the number
of cows slsushtered under Federal 1nspeotion totaled about the came as last
year but steer and heifer slaughter was down from a year earlier. (See
cover page and teble 2,) A higher proportidn of steers and heifers -market=
ed this winter compared with last were wellefinished, In Maroh 61 percent
of the slaughter steers sold at three midwestern markets graded Choice or
Prime, compared with 46 percent in the comparable grades in Merch 1850
In April, however, the proportion of Choice and Prime steers was steady
and no higher than in April 1950, when it was increasing rapidly.’

The small number of heifers slaughtered and the higher average finish
for all cattle have largely accounted for approximately 25 pounds heavier
average slaughter weights for ocattle slaughtered this winter then a year
earlier, : S : :

4 Percent lore Cattle On Feed
April 1 Than A Year o

Durlng some of the spring and summer, cattle slaughter is expected
to exceed the 1950 level, and the 1951 total will likely be a little
larger than last year's slaughter, A good deal of the increase expeoted
will be in fed cattle, On April 1, 4 percent more cattle and calves were
on feed in 11 Corn Belt States then on the same date last year. Numbers
on feed 'in western States were generally up from last year by & larger
percenteage. '

In January, numbers on feed in the Corn Belt were only 2 percent
larger than a year earlier.. From January through March replacement cattle
shipped into the Corn Belt numbered 12 percent more than last yeara liarketa=
ings in the seme period were about the same as a year beforee

Cattle feeders who reported the month in vhich they expected to
market fed cattle indicated that 44 percent of the cattle on feed would be
marketed by July 1, a slightly larger percentage than was reported in April
lest year, This 1s in line with the 3-State (Iowa, Illinois, Nebreska)
report that indiceted much of the inorease in numbers of ocattle on feed on
April 1 was in cattle weighing over 900 pounds,.

Celf Slaughter Small

Slaughter of cealves and production of veal so far in 1951 has been
conslderably velow last year and, at most, is not expected to be much above
last year during any part of 1951, Calf slaughter under Federal inspection
in March wes the second smallest for the month in the last 10 years, A
high percentage of calves is still being retained for feeding or for adding
to breeding herds.



' Table 2.- Federally inspected slaughter of steers, heifers, cows and calves,
Uhited States, by months 1949 to date -

o _(Cover page data)
s . Steers : Heifers : Cows e Calves
Month ‘11uso D 1980 -+ 1951 . 1949 . 1950 .+ 1951 : 1949 . 1950 + 1951 & 1949 '+ 1950 : 1951
: 1,000 : 1,ooo,: 1,000 : 1,000 =’1,ooo : 1,000 =-1,ooo : 1,000 : 1,000 :-i,ooo—z 1,000 : 1,000
t head head head head head head head head head head head: head
Jenuery . 63 562 583 169 158 141 368 353 201 484 465 433
Februery . 545 517 476 146 129 115 261 269 270 476 443 374
Yaroh i 654 632 - 572 145 117 107 294 302 261 619 586 447
April . 612 583 112 95 242 249 | 562 94
lay . 64 631 92 92 241 310 510 496
June : 637 585 94 -99 311 328 533 485
July . coa 554 107 113 »_351 . 346 501 443
fugust 665 619 131 111 387 . 398 549 - 484
September: 619 610 121 127 437 401 :5521 488
October : 557 570 117 119 442 432 568 515
November : 500 547 122 an 458 455 .85 505
December : 504 534 ‘ 136 117 385 426 51t 445
Year :7,090 6 ,944 41 492 1,390 4,178 4,267 é,¢4é 5,850

Comp1led from Market Néws, Livestock Branch, Pu,

08=SIN1
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April 1 Range Conditions
Below Averages Drought
In Southwest

Range feed conditions in the West on /pril 1 were close to those of
a year ago but below the 1940-49 average, Cool weather and dry soil during
March prevented the usual gains in range feed, Range conditions were lower
than usual in the drought-stricken Southern Great Plains States and the
Southwest, partiocularly in parts of Colorado, Texas, Utah, Arizona and
Neveda, Conditions were above aversage in Vyoming, Idsho, Oregon end
California, Cattle came through the winter in generally good condition,
exoept in drought areas, and for the West as a whole were in average flesh,
Because of the dry conditions in Texas and the Southwest, cattle have been
moving into the Blue Stem-Osage pastures of Kensas and Oklahoma earlier
than usual and the total in-movement is likely to be larger than last
season, Pasture feed prospects in these summer pasture areas are well
above last year and about average, Prices for pasture leasing were record

Changes in Beef, Cattle Ceilings
. Annuunoed_ggpil 283 Nb Changes
For Lamb Or Pork

On April 28 the Office of Price Stabiligation announoed dollars-and-
cents ceilings on beef and ceilings on the average prices slaughterers may
pay for cattle, The retail beef ceilings will go into effect May 14 at
about April prices, with a gradual reduction due to begin August 1, Over=
ell average prices packers may pey for cattle will be reduced somewhat from
April prices when this control goes into foroe the latter part of Maye

No changes were made in present ceilings on lemb and pork nor were
ceilings imposed on live lambs and hogs, Under the unchanged regulations,
reteil lamb ceilings will probably be the mein factor determining the
general level of live lamb prices. With the current level of hog markete
ings and pork prices, present ceilings on pork may not be so uniformly
important with respect to hog prices, ' A I

Cattle Prices Strengthen 12__3;113
Price Spreed Between Grades Narrows

Cattle prices declined early in April and then strengthened later
in the month as prices of several grades of slaughter cattle rose to levels
close to or sbove previous high points reached late in March, .Generally at
this time of year the price spread between gredes of slaughter cattle
nerrows in response to the highar proportion of highly«finished fed cattle
in market receipts and the strong demand for lower grede oattle as the -
pasture season begins. This tendency has been evident nearly every week
so far in 1951 as more and more finished cattle came to markete, - When prices’
increased, advences were usuaily greater for the lower-grades, By the week
’endlng Aorll 19 Prime steers had advanced $2.56, per 100 pounds from the
first week in January compared with a rise of ,4.70 for Utility steers,
In that April week the spread of $9,40 at Chicago between Prime end Utility
steers was somewhat wider than between oompardble grades in the 'same week
last yearo =
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Prices Slip From
March Level

Hog prices declined in April about $1.00.per 100 pounds below mid-
March, They were about $2,00 below the high point for the season to date
_ reached in mideFebruary and only a little ebove early January prices.
Prices may remain fairly steady for the next few weeks, A seasonal rise
is likely this summer, :

On March 15 the average price received by farmers for hogs was $21,20
per 100 pounds, exaotly the parity price without adjustment for seasonal.

Sheep.and lamb Prices
Decline Dur;gg__pril

The downward adauatment in prioes during April was relat1vely greater
for sheep and lambs than for hogs. The price of Good and Choice wooled
slaughter lambs at Chicago the week ending April 21 was $38,70 per
100 pounds, {i2,98 below the all-time record the week of March 24, Previous-
ly, lamb prloes had advenced nearly each successive week since last October,

Prlces for slaughter ewes deolined somewhat less in early April then
did prices for lambss However, the percentage -inorease in prices .since
last April has been more pronounced for ewes than for lembs. The average
price of Good end Choice slaughter ewes at Chicago for the week ending
March 24, the high point, was $23,60 per 100 pounds, $9.55 above the ave
erage price the. comparable week in 1950, Part of the increase in price .is
ettributeble to increesed pelt value as prices for wool and skin increased.

Prices of sheep and lambs probably will remein close to current

levels during the next few months, unless they are modified by changes in
price controls, The strong demand for breeding stock probably will result in
smaller than usual suppiies ot sheep end lambs for slaughter in relation
to numbers on farms, This will temper, or possibly elimlnate, the season-
al summer decline in price, ,
Early Lambs In Good To

Falr “Condition Apf_f 1

Development of early lambs was retarded somewhat during March, but
their condition on April 1 was generally goode Dry weather in Califormisa,
Arizona and Texas kept lambs from developing as: rapidly as expected earli-
er, Cold stormy weather in the Pacific Northwest end in the Southwestern
States held back pastures, and resulted in above, average death losses in
the, latter ares, :

Marketing of early lembs from most regions promises to be somewhat
later than last year because of the delayed pasture growth.: In California,
however, the lamb orop probably will be merketed somewhat earlier and at
lighter weights,

Despite a slightly larger orop, marketings of early lambs this year

mey not quite equal last year beoause of the strong demand for breeding
stock.
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Total Meots In Cold Storapge
Arril 1 15 Percent Above
ﬁ Year Ago

Totel meats in commerciel cold.storage April 1 were 899 million
pounds, 15 nercent greater than a year earlier, Net withdrawals of 19 mil-
lion pounds during Merch were smaller. than usual, largely reflecting reduced
withdrawals of pork, L :

Returns From Lamb Feeding
. Higher Than Last Vinter

PO

Average returns from lambs fed least fall and winter were. exceptionp
ally high, more than three times the average for the past five years,"
(See table 3,) Feeder lambs cost more, on the average, last fall then in
the fall of 1049 and feed ocosts were also higher, But the increase in in-
come from the sale of lembs for slaughter exceeded the increase in costs
and thus resulted in greater profits fnom feeding than last year, .

Returns bo 1rd1vidua1 farmers probably varied greatly from'thege
averagos, Costs are far from uniform among fecders, and receipts vary
depending upon,market prices at the times the lambs are bought and sold.
However, since prices for sliaughter lambs trended higher through all the
winter merkebting season, it seems likely. that a large proportion of lamb
feeders realized a higher net profit from feeding operations last winter
than & year earlier, DPrices of Choice and Prime slaughter lambs at Chlcago
"rose from $31,37 ner 100 pounds in December to (340,93 in Marcho

Canned Meat Production In 1950
Substantially Above 1949

. Distribution of cenned meat for civilian consumption rose to a new
high in 1950, sbout 20 percent greater than in 1949 (teble 4), Federally
inspected production of canned meat in 1950, which comprises most of total
United States production, was 1,231 million pounds, product weight, above
the previous year but still below the record output in 1942 to 1946, How=
ever, the termination of USDA purchases and smeller military purchases
than in those war years made larger supplies available for civilian distri-
bution, Imports of canned beef, although less then 10 percent of total
supplies, were the second highest on. record,

Class 3 Slaughterer Redefined

Effective liarch 31, Class 3 slaughterers were reclassified by
Amendment 2 to Distribution Regulation 1 (formerly Distribution Order 1)
to define as a Class 3 slaughterer e farm operator who transferred during
1950 less than 6,000 pounds of meat produced from the sleughter of live=
stook by him or fbr him by others, Previously such a farmer whose -slaugh«
tering was done by others was classed as 1A or 24, The emendment has the
effect of classifying farm slaughterers on the amount of meat transferred
regardless of who does the slaughtering,

TEEEN
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Table 3,- Average prices and values of important items affecting returns
from lemb feeding, 1945-46 to 1980=51"
a7 H H K] .
e t 1945« 1 1948 .1 1947«
Teem + = * © 1946 : 1947 : 1948 1 1949 : 1950 11951
$ $ ' L] 3
_ t Dol=  Dol= . Dole  Dol=  Dol- Dol-
' t lars lars . lars lars lars lars
‘Price. per 100 pounds of Choice and ' t
Prime sleughter lambs, Chicago, 1
DecembereMarch 1/ ceeseeesessveseest 16,12 23,34 23,83 25,72 24,33 36435
: , .

H H
1948« : 1949~:1950-

s oo e» e

Direct subsidy to producers, per 3
100 pounds s00sevsevssscorcsncasnasl 2.25 0 o . -0 . 0 0
. ) . " s . ) 1
Price per 100 pounds of Good and ~ . :
Choice feeder lambs, Omaha, s,

September-December XX 3'14.56 17.73 21.29 22.90 23,16 29,35
\ :
Prioe per bushel received by farmers
for corn, North Cdntral States; * "¢ L :
October-Manch seésvsssecsenseseces? 1,036 1,292 .+ 2,222 1,190 1,093 1,473
3 - : .
Price per ton received by farmers for:
alfalfa hay, baled, North Central : ’ o
States, October-liarch «.eeseseesnsn:2/16.93 3/23,00 3/26,00 25,25 21,68 21498
e , .

Total velue

: . H
‘Market velue at Chicago of Choice :
" 'and Prime 85 pound.slaughter : o .
. 191nb51-/ tecssscsssessensasesscescel 12856 .10,84 20426 21486 20,68 30,90
~ : f t . e

i SUbSidy oredit o‘ooccooouo,oo.oo,oo,uo.ocfoo-! - . 1.9) o . -0 ‘0 0 0

. s .

Market cost et Omsha of 60 pound : ‘ ' '
feeder leambs s00000c0v0vsrccnnstnnei 8.74 10.64 le."? 13,74 13,90 17.61
Cost of 2 1/2 bushels of 0OrD eesesset 2,59 3.23  5s66 2.98 2,73 3.68

"Cost of 150 pounds of alfalfa hey eees_ 1,19 le72 1688 1489 1463 1465
: : B '
Total of cost items shownﬂg/ vesesss 12,52 16,59 20321 18,61 18,26 22,94
s 4 ‘ ! ‘
YMargin of market value per lamb over i :
total of cost items. shown 4/ seeseat 2024 4425 005 3,25 2,42 7,96
S ‘ : ‘
§7 Formerly Good and Choice, , New grades were effeotive April 30, 1951,
Price received for: loose alfalfa hay, '
E/ gstimated-fxom Us ‘Se average price paid for baled alfalfe hay.
4/ Does not inelude purchasing.cér marketing expenses, labor cost, death losses,
overhead -costs or costs of..other. feed ingredients, ‘or credits for manure. The
‘Erioes shown are ‘averages for the leamb feeding season for the North Central
2981045 and do not neoessarily_ooincige with the experiemce of individual feeders.




Table 4.~ Canned meat: Supply and distribution, 1937-50

(Net product weight)

1,231.3 124.6 27.2 1,3836,1 18,.5. 27.3 . - - 80.3 . 1,287.0

:Federally : : ) , :Commercial : g USDA P Milit : Apparent

:inspected : Imports :Beginning : Total sexports and: Ending ; CEIATVAIY L g5vilien
Yoar sproduction: 3/ s+ stocks ¢ supply : shipments : stocks : purchases : purchases: distri-

: 1/ : : : 3/ : -4 . 5 : bution 6/

s+ Million Million - Killiom tiillion Million ¥illion . Iidllion Jéillion” Million

+ pounds pounds pounds pounds pounds pounds pounds Eounds’ pounds
1937 ¢+ 308.1 88,1 39642 . 21.9 0 374.3
1938 : 303.5 7846 ‘ 38261 22,8 0 ’ 356943
1939 ¢  406,.8 85,9 . 492,7 2369 o 1 468,8
1840 ¢ 530,2 6143 691,5 - 20,2 0] T 57143
1941 : 883,9 104,3 988.2 2647 : 188,.4 . 755 - 6976 .
1942 : 1,926,6 91.8 2,018,2 19.8 " '~ B875.6 92045 202.3
1943 3 2,051,.2 10565 2,156,7 %49 1,024,.8 68045 4415
1944 : 1,930.,7 87.7 : 2,018,4 13.2 1747 448,6 1,121,0 ' 417.9
1945 : 1,926.1 54,8 - 17.7: 1,998.6 1365 18.1 + 359,6 . 97069 63645
1946 ¢ 1,342,8 3e3 18.1 1,364.2 5543 22.6 157.1 19.2 - 1,110.0
1947 ¢ 1,099.4 2847 22.6 1,150.7 64,3 2743 - 3l.1 1,028.,0
1948 : 1,096,0 129.1 | 27.3 1,252.,4 35.4 28.0 S —— 52.8 " 1,13642
1949 : 1,0394,7 72,3 « 28,0- 1,140.0 2547 27.2 R . 23,0 .. 1,064;1
1950 :

.

1/ Beef, pork, sausage, all other, excluding soup. Date from Bureau of Animal Industrye

3/'Canned beef only. Dete from Department -of Commerces - =~ : ) ‘ :

E/'Includes shipments to Territories, Excludes shipments under lend-lease and UNRRA (1941-46) and the
Civilien Supply Programs of the U,S. Department of the Army in foreigm countries (1948-50), Dete from =
Department of Commerce. = I _ _

4/ Cenned meats and meat food products officially graded for CCC; Does not ineclude transfers of meat from the
militery to CCC or small quantities turned back to civilians or transferred to the military. Purchases from
UsSe supplies or from imports. : i - ' ; . :

_2/ From Statistical Yearbook of the Quartermaster Corps and other military records. Not a complete listing of
ell cenned meats purchased during the war years, but cover practically all of the canned meats purchased during
the war for mess troop feedinge Includes imported canned meat and army rations and some meat and rations later
transferred to CCC and UNRRA, . . ' ' ' ' : i »
ﬁ/ Calculated from Federally inspected supplies.and distribution as showne Féderally inspected production is
the largest part of total U.S. production of cenned meats, ' ) . L '

TG6T TI¥dY
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OFS Sleughter fuotas On
Cattle Qpriqg Apr@l

In an amerdment to Distribution Reguletion 1 issued April 2, the
Office of Price Stabilization postponed to Anril 29 the establishment of
quotes on calves, sheep and lembs, and hogs, The slaughter quota cn cattle
during April for each slaughterer was set at 100 percent of the live weight
of cattle he slaughtered during the corresponding period of 1950,

The amendment elso delayed issuence of registration numbers by OPS
to April 15, - This means that some commercial slaughterers not Federally
inspected did no% have an identifying number with which to mark their meats
until that date,

Changes EE_Federal Gradgg
For Lamb, Mutton end Sheep
Now Official

Effective April 20 Federal grades for lamb, yearling mutton, and
mutton carcesses and gredes for slsughter lambs and sheep were officially
changed in line with revisions proposed earlier. (See The Livestock and
Meat Situation, February 1951, page 15,) These changes complete revisions
in Federal grades for elmost all slaughter animels end carcesses except
hogs and porke

The caroass grede standards are used as the basis for Federal grade
ing of meat, which has been & non-compulsory service utilized by many slaughe
terors, Moats so graded are stemped with a purple ribbon stamp,

BAT Annual Tmnspection Report

Meat from 987 slauchtering and meat vrocessing establishments was
Federally insypected in the fiscal year 1949-50, according to the annual
report of the Bureau of Animal Industry. The major part of the BAI's in-
spection service covers slaughter and processing in domestie plants although
other meats in interstate trade, such as meat and ment products imported ine
to the United States, must be inspected and passed, Of the 87,7 million -
head of animels slaughtered under Federal inspection in fiscal 1950 an
average of slightly more than three carcasses out of each 1,000 were con-
demned in whole or in pert as unfit for human consumption,

Anglo~Argentine lieat
Agreement Sipned

The Argentine Government officially announced on April 23 the signe
ing of a one-year agreement with the United Kingdom for the sele of 200,000
long tons (449 million pounds) of chilled or frozen beef and mutton and
30,000 tons (67 million pounds) of canned corn beef, Britain will pay
prices ranging from 118 pounds sterling per long ton (14,75 United States
cents per pound) l/ for a stated grade of frozen beef to 146 pounds sterling
(18425 cents per pound) for chilled beef, compered to & flet 97.536 pounds
sterling per ton under the 1949 agreement, The signifioance of the price
change is not readily apparent, as Britain has devalued the pound sterling
since the signing of the old agreement and the new pact calls for delivery
of commodities in partial payment for the meat snd also provides for settle-
ment of financial claims between the two countriese

27 Converted at the rate of $2.,80 to one pound sterling,
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Deliveries of Argentine meat to the United Kingdom had been suspended
for nine months while the new treaty was being negotiated, Shipments are to
be resumed immediately as Britain agreed to take all chilled meat offered
during the remeaining period of the 1949 egreement, The United Kingdom has
“also offiered to buy any carcass or canned meat offered during the period of
the new agreement above the' quentity stated in the pact.

Cured Beef Arriving
From Mexioco

St g St s

Entry of cenned meat and of certain cooked and cured meat products
from llexico has been vermitted since the first of the year, MNost of the
imports to date have been cured beef, In March, according to preliminary
port of entry data, about 1 1/2 million pounds of cured beef were imported
from Mexicoe ‘ o

Cured beef entering under this authority must be reprocessed by a
Federally inspected processor that has been specially approved for the
purpose by the Bureau of Animal Industrye Further definitions and speci-
fications regarding imports were mede in an order issued by the Secretary

of Agrlculture March 300

World Cattle Numbers
Recogg Hish

World cattle numbers at the beginning of 1951 are estimated at the
record level of 806.3 million head by the Office of Foreign Agricultural
Relations, This estimate is ebout 2 percent above the number a year earli-
er and about 8 percent above the 1936-40 average., The number of cattle has
been increesing for a number of years and a moderate ingrease is'in prospect
during 1951 However, a tightening of feed supplies in many important cattle
produclng areas may limlt further expansion of herds, '

Cattle numbers expanded ‘during 1950 on all continents, but in Asia
and South America the increase was very small, The largest numerical geins
were registered in Afrioca and North America, Numbers of cattle are still
slightly below the 1936-40 average in Europe end Asia despite increases dur-
ing the past few years,

VWorld Hog NUmbers
Also Record High

World hog numbers on January 1, 1951 are estimated by the Office of
Foreign Agricultural Relations at 297 million head, a record total. This is
6 percent above a year earlier and places current numbers above the 1936-40
average ‘for the first time since World War II endede A further increase in
world hog numbers is in prospect during 1951,
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Hog numbers increased on all continents during 1950 except in
Australia and New Zealand where numbers are estimated the same as the
previous year, largest numerioal gains were made in North Americe, Africa
end Europe but numbers are still below the prewar average in the latter
continent ond in Asia, The USSR is estimated to have about one«fourth
fewer hogs now than prewar,

Hog numbers are expeoted to inorease moderately during 1951 but the
trend by countries will be oclosely associated with the availability of feed.
In the United States and Canada prospects for rising oonsumer incomes indi-
cate demand for pork will continue high there, encouraging hog production
in the coming year if feed is adequete, Further gains in hog production
may be made in the countries of Furope and Asieas

World Sheep Numbers Up
4 Percent During 19560

World sheep numbers increased about 4 percent during 1950 to an
estimated 762 million head, 2 percent above the 1936-40 average, according
to estimates made by the Office of Foreign Agricultural Reletionse A ocone
tinued rise in sheep and lemb numbers is expected in 1951 if grazing cone
ditions are favorable,

The expansion in sheep numbers was greatest in the major producing
areas, but gains in other ocountries were important. Despite the upward
trend in numbers, such important sheep producing countries as the
United States, the United Kingdom, Chine, India, Algerie, Tunisia and the
Union of South Africa continue below prewar levels.

NEW OR REVISED SERIES

Tebles 6 to 8 present newly released data on production, distri-
bution, and income from meat animals in 1950, along with tebulations for
several earlier years, These data revise and bring to date certain tables
of the February Statistical Appendix of this Situatione
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Table b.- ‘Mumber of esttle and onlws on f‘nn:.s. cnl!‘ orop end diaposition, and livo weight of
. 2w produstion, unrted Stnt.as, 1946 Lo date _’/ . ;

1 On hand, January 1% Calves born ' s Marketings 3/ 3 l"amﬁfn\@mtor 3 Deaths t  -Live -

H . tPeroentages ¢ Inship- 3. ot (3K t . + weight
Your - Al All OOWS . of sows : Numwber : msnbe 2/ « Cattle Cu?lvén v Cdttlo 3 Calves : Cattle : Calves : of farm

3 ocattle 2 ypars /x 2 Yvears /: . % -z iy Lty : PR 1 sproduotim

T 1,000 1,500 Y, 006 1,000 1,006 1,000 1,300 1,500 1,000 1,000  Million

1 head haad Percent head head head head head » head head head Rounda

4
1946 1 82,434 43,014 80 34,560 8,877 26,188 12,656 943 758 1,568 2,543 18,782
1347 1 81,207 42,687 83 - 35,2345 . 8,281 26,996 14,117 860 682 1,473 2,469 19,066
1248 1 78,126 41,038 . 82 33,708 T 7,620 23,370 12,728 800 561 1,408 2,292 18,371
1949 1 78,298 40,398 86 34,464 8,244 - 23,281 ' 12,470 776 817 1,682 2,378 19,352
1950 : 80,052 .- 41,321 85 . 35,120 9,026 23,484 . 11,511 741 462 1,470 - 2,361 20,687
1961 : 84,179 42 962 o N '

-

i/ Bahnoe sheot estimatee.

ments and on hand beginning 3f year, -
2/ Sum of the interstate shipments and lmports of faeding ‘end breodins enimals.
/ Bxoludes interfurm sales within States.
evises and brings to date table A-5 of Statistioal Appendix of The Livestock and Meat Situation for February 1961.

Table €.~ Number of hogs on farms, pig crops and disposition, and live weight of

farm production, United States, 1546 to date l./

Total mnrkotings, farm sIaughtor, deaths, nnd on hand end of year equals total of oalf crop, inship-

Year : On hand Figs f,.,,‘,?q*. : ‘Insh ipments : Marketings : Farm Dea'ths : L:;’f:::fhc
, Jespuary 1. ., Spring .. ,. __}Fe.l}.‘ ] : _g/ . §/ s .a%aughter 1 production
T 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 ~ 1,000 Million
1 head * hedd hend head "> " head head head pounds
H [ R P s
1946 1 61,301 52,392 ° 30 548 464 64,370 13,850 9,564 19,041
1847 56,921 62,802 31,345 497 63,5624 12,781 . 10,232 18,667
1948 65,028 61,266 33,921 457 81,760 12,287 9,627 18,739
1949 1 67,128 58,426 37,176 541 69,806 11,649 11,48 20,190
1960 5 60,502 69,997 40,657 580 73,4837 ; 10,984 12,241 20,927
1951 : 65,028 '

i
.

te

1/ Balamce sheot estimates,
ments, and on hand beginning of yeur,
2/ Sum of the interstate shipments and ix:‘ports of foeding -and breeding: animals.

_3/ Exoludes interfarm sales within State
Revises and brings to date teble A-6 of Statistical Kppendix of The Livestook' anﬂ Neat Situstion for Fobmry 1961,

B

Table 7.~ Number of sheep and lambs on farms, lamb orop and disposition, and live weight of
farm production, United Statss, 1946 to date 1/

'l‘ote.l o!‘ mrkotings, fcrm nlaug}xtor, dentha, m&' on han a ond of year oquals botﬂ' of plg ordp, inship-

: Un hand 3 Lambs saved 1 InshIpmﬁs </ 1 Marketings 8/ t+ _ Farm slaughter ¢ Deaths t  Live
¥ tJanuary 1 @ t Peroent ; ) ] 1 : FR 1 . 1 welght
ear . . .
:811 sheep :, Wumber : of, ewes : Sheep '/ : I.Amba "3 Sheep & lambs 1 Sheep : lambs : Shesp ¢ Lambs 1 of farm
sand lembs 1 11 ybajr t t 3, 5. .3 t iproduction
+ 1,000 . 1,000 ' " 1,000 1,060 - 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 Million
3 head " head Peroent .hqad head head head =~ head head head head pouttds "’
1 . . .
1946 + 42,436 24,540 89 730 8,808 6,496 . - 24,172 276 ' 304 3,170 2,278 1,763
1947 1+ 37,818 22,082 88 662 6,000 5,062 21,116 267 302 2,850 2,108 1,679
1948 1 34,827 20,011 85 637 5,632 4,620 19,262 244 298 3,006 2,023 1,404
1949 : 31,654 18,810 87 780 5,224 3,432 16,990 216 280 2,939 1,878 1,310
1950 : 30,743 18,622 89 741 5,760 2,801 16,663 198 244 2,664 1,791 1,362
1961 : 31,506
1]

1/ Balance sheet estimates.
monts, and on hand beginning of year.
Sum of the interstate shipments and imports of feeding and breeding enimals.

Exoludes imterfarm sales within States.
Reviges and brings to date teble A-7 of Statistical Appendix of The Livestock and Meat Situation for February 1951,

Teble 8.~ Live weight of marketings, cash receipts from marketings,

from meet animals, by olasses, 1946 to date

and gross inoome

Total of marketing, farm slaughter, deaths, and on hand end of year equals totel of lamb orop, inship-

:_Live welght of murketing 1/ :Weat enimal: Cash recogLs from mar’ketinL 1/ 2/ 1 Gross income 2/ 3/
Yoar ! Cattle : Sheep 1 :marketings,: Cattle hee: v Cattle : GSheep 1 s Al
+ erd 1 and :+ Hogs 1 Index no.,: and ' s Hogs mout t+ and 1 end :+ Hogs + meat
1 calves : lambs : 11936-39=100s oalves la.mba : tanimals : oalves : lambs 1 _animals
t+ ¥iIITon™ MiIIion ¥i1Tion MI1TIon Million  MiIlion MiITfon Million Miliion Million Million
+ pounds  pounds pounds Peroent  dollars dollars dollars dollars dollars dollars dollars dollars
1
1948 :+ 24,964 2,673 16,233 148 3,722 362 2,961 7,045 3,798 366 3,448 7,608
1847 + 26,902 2,274 16,015 147 4,932 408 4,006 9,340 5,017 408 4,635 10,060
1948 : 22,866 2,087 16,471 136 5,231 413 3,718 9,380 5,326 419 4,307 10,062
1949 : 23,561 1,786 17,045 139 4,838 364 3,150 8,383 4,920 369 3,627 8,906
1960 : 23,846 1,708 17,785 142 5,716 390 3,297 9,402 5,808 395 3,897 9,900
1

1/ Exoludes Interfarm sales,
Does not include Goverrment paymente,
Cash recelpts plus value of home consumption,

evises and brings to date table A-16 of Statisticsl Appendix

of The Livestook snd Meet Situation for February 1961,
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Seleoted Price Statistios for Meat Animals l/

[} 1961

Jan.-Mar. av
$ H 1

Feb, 1 March @ April
% 3

H
: s 1950
Ttem Unit s 1960 : 1951 : Mareh
3 L] 1
1 4
1

- velee s e we

Cattle and oalves
Beef steers, slaughter 2/ 1Dolleys pers

Chicago, Prime ..cccseescosscssssscssacsscesetl00 pounds : 34,68 35.29 32.24 39.46 40.03

ChOL0® sseescsccoorscosssaneccssecscsssnccanet 40. 1 27.56 35,81 27.33 35.98 36.67

4o 32,94 33.09 33.86

GOOAd sesssecsonssessrssvncesrsrosese
COmOToial vveveersrosesssnsesnases do. (24,26 35750 24-51) 30,96  31.97
U413ty eeevocevesosssnsastcstvsosccsssssns do. 21,37 28.61 22.13 28.54¢ 29.96
All grades seeeessvescscescssrsosesssasens do. 26.82  34.87 25,90 34.88  3b6.62
Omaha, 8all grades ...ese sesssesessesses do. 24,39 33.79 24,74 34.19 34,42
Sioux City, all grades .esescscsccereorcscses do. 24,46 33.77 24,75 34,10 34,40
Cows, Chicago 2
Commorcial .soveesescescssnssosvscsessssssnnes do. 18,80 26.46 20.21 26.88 27.86
TE114bY cesevvarasecrsosscssncvscronscseserces do. 16.60- 24.46 17.42 24.86 26.46
Canner and Cutter ccisssecescsssnsessssssnsee do. 14,39 21.28 14.84 21.48 22.19
Vealers, Good and Cholce, ChioAgo scseececvecss do. 30.43  37.07 29,39 38.18 36.66
Stocker and feeder steers, Kansas City sveeeces dé. 24,13 33.81 26.32 34.42 36,12
Price receivsd by farmers
Boof 08ttle sseesscesesvessecacscrsecsvsorsee do. 20,27 28,57 21,20 29,00 29.70 30.20
Voal 0BlVOS scovsssavsscsascesssonssssrsssnrnss do. 24,10 32,83 24,20 33,30 33,50 33,90
Hogs
Barrows and gilts

Chioago
160-180 pounds ceacesvsesssscssesvrsevevscs
180=200 pounds ceevssesssessosscscnsosanese
200220 poundB cesvovssesssssesvsrsosrsvens do. 16.89 22.23 16.72 23,02 22,12
220=240 poundB ceeecsescrcscsrcssrsnsncrvas de. 16.63 22,11 16,70 22,90 22,11

$ H

H 3

3 1

3 3

1 1]

1

] 13

] s

H H

H ]

3 13

1 1

1 H

3 14

t

3 1

2 1

t t

4

H de. ]

3

L H

3 1
240-270 pounds seessccsscssssosseserssscassl do. t 16,21 21.82 16,51 22,68 22,02

13 H

t :

t 1

H 1}

1 H

H H

3 1

1 4 4

] 3

t '

$ 3

1 1]

3 3

H H

] 3

3 H

t H

H 1

H

1 3

% 3

H H

1 3

do.

16.66 21.36 16.17 22,04 21.16
16.90 22.18 16.59 23.06 21.89

270=-300 poundB seseecsssessncessscssscsccne do. 16.80 21.44 16,21 22,16 21,76

ALl welghts seeeeccascscarssecncesanrcsene deo. 16.27 21.79 16.41 22.66 21.94

Seven markets 3/ ecevssesscesorisrenccasoonses do, 16.26 21,61  16.38 22.41 21.66

Sows, ChiGBEO seseeseesasrssssssssrscocessscnne do. 13.87 18.90 14,62 19,68 19,64
Price received by farmers .ececeseccoscssnasecsce do. 16.93 21,07 16.00 22,00 21.20 20.60

Hog-oorn price ratio 3/

Chicago, barrows and gilts eeeesecccccscsss
Price received by farmers, all hogs seesess

do.
do.

12.4 12.3 12.3 12,6 12.4
13.6 13,3 13.4 13.8 13.2 12,7

Sheep and lamba
Sheep
Slaughter ewes, Good and Choice, Chicago ...
Price received by farmers ceeeesesscscsscccne
Lambs
Slaughter, Good and Choice, Chiocago sssseesse
Peeding, Good and Choice, Omaha «ceesscssersse
Price received by farmers seesvecsscscsecscce

do.
do.

13,08 22.00 13.99 23.06 23,21
10.28 17.30 11.10 17.70 19,00 18,10

do.
do.
do.

26,13  38.01 26.88 38,42 40.93
256.12 5/33.62 26,59 —-— ——
22.70 32,77 24,00 33.30 36.00 34,30

All meat animals
Index number price received by farmers

{1910-148100) cceacssssavorcccnsscssssssosses 300 4156 308 425 428 428

Heat
Wholesale, Chioago . tDollars pert
Steer beef oarcass, Choice, 500-600 pounds E/leO pounds ¢ 42,76 56.40 42,12 56,90 66,74
Lamb oarcass, Good, 30-40 pounds secovecevsssce? do. t§/@8.20 54,77 5/31.88 56.62 656,16
]

Index number meat prices (BLS) 1
VTholesale (1926%100) sevveesssssasessnsassocel 212,7 270,0  213.6 274.8  273.7
Retail (1935-59=100) steventensvesrstrssenensd 22047 26945 224,1 271.2 271.9

Composite hog products, including lard 1

72.84 pounds fresh .eeeesecsssvesssesesseest Dollars ¢ 17,92 23,60 17.90 24,34 23,856
Average per 100 POUNAS cevsssssevsvsvecast do, t 24,60 32,40 24,67 33.42 32.74
71.32 pounds fresh and oured sesceescecoesst do. t 21,00 26.60 21,20 27,16 26.69
Average per 100 pounds seecesvessscsccscst do. 1 29,44 37.30 29,73 38.08  37.42

Retail, Tnited States average t Qents
Boef', G00d grade cceeeecscsscevsssessncceccest por pound s 67.2 84,3 6746 86,0 84.8
1 A RS | de. s 64.1 74.1 65,8 74.6 73.6
Pork, inoluding 1ard cesseevesscecccssssonscet doe s 36.4 46.0 37.1 45.4 46.5

t

t

t

Annual date for most series published in Statistioal Appendix to this Situation, February 1961,
Grade names as used beginning January 1961,

Chioago, St, Louis N. S. Y., Kansas City, Omaha, Sioux City, 8. St. Joseph, and S. St. Psul.
Number bushels of corn equivalent in value to 100 pounds of live hogs.

Price for January,

Price of 46-50 pound lambs for February and March.

Index of retail meat prices, new weighta.

ol
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Selected marketing, slasughter and stocks statistios for meat animals end meats y

! :_Japuary-March ¢ : 1961
t : 1 : 1960 1 1
Ttem : Wit 1950 4 1951 ; Merch February , March , April
t s 1 : i 3 H
! H
Meat animel marketings H :
Index number (1935-398100) sevesecss ¢ . 139 137 137 116 127
! :
Stocker and feeder shipments to ¢ :
8 Corn Belt States 1,000
Cattle and c8lves sc..eeeesssvessesthead , 386 433 141 121 131
Sheep and lambs .eceveeescossssssast do, ., 328 323 101 118 23
t :
Slaughter under Federal inspection H '
Number slaughtered : s
Cattle vesescecscssrssccssasensncest do, : 3,123 3,012 1,082 887 966
COlVOB cveoceesscssesorsnsssscnncssst do. : 1,494 1,266 586 374 447
Sheep and 1ambs8 sesecsoncsscsevessss do, 12,879 2,536 939 740 738
HOES seeeesssesscsscsssceescsssscest dog 16,066 16,860 5,020 4,159 6,117
Percentage sows ..................Percent 10 6 9 6 5
Average live weight per head s
Cattle ............................'Pounds : 996 1,016 996 1,017 1,007
CBlVES seeesassctcssssssaccsasssseei dO. 181 177 170 176 162
Sheep and 1ambs svevcocrsererasescas: do, 102 103 103 103 106
Hogs cesssesvsessssnsssssesencsssess dO. 1 240 246 234 245 240
Average production t .
Beof', por head scsececcevecsssvssaest do, : b44 666 547 666 567
Veal, per head ceeeseccsssscscncessi: dos : 101 99 96 100 94
Lamb and mutton, per head seecessesst do. . 49 49 49 49 50
Pork, per head 2/ cveceessassscsacet do, 1 1835 136 132 138 134
Pork, per 100 pounds live woightJ do, s 56 66 56 56 56
IArd per head seceveevencscnssnenst doo 1 36 36 34 35 34
IArd, per 100 pounds live weight ..: do, : 16 16 14 14 14
Total production :Million,
BOOL cecsnvvoncvsesssscsncosssonesssipounds ;1,691 1,667 689 490 636
VOBl secvsosecersscovsccnccarseceesi dO, : 150 124 56 37 42
Lamb and mubton seecseccescccssnoest do. ;140 128 46 36 37
Pork 2/ cevveresenecsancsncnsennesas doo ;2,024 2,151 661 570 6584
1Ard seeesccccvccsccstcccsoncssnccnnt dO. 3 b3S b71 111 147 176
H :
Total commercial slaughter _.’:5/ t s
Number slaughtered £1,600
Cattle covseescrccrseessacnssncsenthead : 4,281 4,102 1,479 1,221 1,301
£8lVeS ccassesssssceencessssenssssse’ do, + 2,671 2,173 989 854 761
Sheep and lambs seeecscssccescsssees do, : 8,126 2,721 1,020 790 798
HOEB ccvvsvesessnsesvescescssscsscel do. 118,291 19,274 8,060 5,222 6,168
Total production Million:
Beel sevvaveesserseeacssonesseeeesssipounds : 2,224 2,188 772 660 696
Veal cescsevecessscnvscsssssnnseseet do, : 263 220 96 86 7%
Lamb and mutton seescevesoeccesccess do. : 151 130 50 8 9
Pork 2/ ceeersesnetsronsaanenseassai doo  : 2,481 2,586 791 704 817
Lard eseevecescnrsencsscenscoscsces’t dOo s 612 663 196 171 201
4 :
Cold storage stocks first of month : :
BOOf sievescscssveccrtsoscsresecsconenst do. ! am- ——— 113 161 145 133
Veal ..covecsecosvoossscssssssscsnnnet do, FR— e 11 12 8 8
Lamb and rutton seeececvacsesscscessst do. FR— —— 15 10 9 8
POrK seceeevseesersocesssvssasessceest do, ! e — 57% 668 642 638

Total meat and meat produots 4/ seseet do,

7/ =0
¥

of

816 960 218 899
Annuel data for most serles published in Statistioal Appendix To this Situatlon, ?e'bma.ry 50,

Excludes lard.

Federally inspected, and other wholesale and reteil,

Includes stoocks of sausage and sausage room products, canned meats and canned meet produots, and edible

fals, in addition to the four meats listed,
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