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Prices of hogs have been a fourth above last 
year and the hog-corn ratio in April was the highest 
since September 1950. These price relationships, 
along with the recent declines in cattle prices, 

promise an increase in the number of sows to tar· 
row this fall. Farrowings be ginning mid-fall seem 
likely to exceed those a year earlier. 
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SUNMA.RY 

·Cattle and ()alf slaughter has averaged .about 25 percent above a 
year ago since Janue:ry 1 and in April showed an even larger gain. It 
will coi1tin.ue considerably h:l.gher the.n last year though probably by a 
somewhat m-:1aller pGrcentage.. Hog slaughter, on the other hand:. in reoent 
months has been 15 percent below last year.. Slaughter the rest of the 
year will likely be 12 to 15 percent. under 1952, Slaughter of sheep and 
lambs, like that of cattle, has exceeded last year, It now appears likely 
to continue above last year for some time but may <lrop below the 1952 
slaughter rate later, Sheep munbers are probably being reduced again in 
the Plains Stateso 

With more beef, veal and lamb but less pork, to.tal· meat production 
has averaged about 3 percent above the· corresponding period of 1952, Pro­
duction will probably contim~e a little above last year and the 1953 total 
is expected to be up enough to offset the increase in population and allow 
consumption per person to about equal the 144 pounds of last year, 

Hore cattle from both range areas and feedlots have been marketed 
in the last few months than a year earlier. Since about 12-14 percent 
more cattle were on feed on April l ·than on the same date of 1952, market­
ings of fed cattle will be larger than last year through the spring and 
summer. Since January 1 fewer cattle have been placed on feed than a year 
ago and fed cattle marketings this fall will not be as much above last 
year as they have been recently·. J..~rkotings of cattle off grass will begin 
to increase seasonally this s~er and will likely exceed last year sub­
stantially~ Because of poor returns f'ram cattle feeding this past winter~ 
demand for feeder stock will probably-be weaker this f~ll,. than last. It 
is possible that not quite as many grass cattle will go on feedo More will 
go directly to slaughtero 

Prices of stocker e.nd feeder cattle declined in April after having 
been oomparati vely stable for several months, but are still in a rather 
high· relationship to prices of :fed cattle, A more normal spread or re­
lationship is likely to develop during ·the riext several months,· Prioes of 
fed cattle, though hardly likel:r to reoovor much while marketings are at 
a seasonal peak, may show some seasonal strength this fall. s.tooker and 
feeder prices may take an opposite trend~ Wldle probably fluctuating con­
siderably, they will likely rnove seasonally lower this summer to a somewhat 
lower level this fall than last fall~ 

Prices for hogs have been abou·t a. fourth Mgher than a year ago, 
After a moderate seasonal decline this spring, prioes will probably in­
crease seasonally during the summer. 

These are indio~ttions that total meat production will continue its 
uptrend in 1954. Slaughter of cattle and calves is not yet equal to the 
rate of increase (births minus d~aths) and is due to continue cyclically 
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upward. Hog prod,tetion 111ey be expanded this fell. Vvi th prices of hogs 
higher and ol' oo.rn lpvterj th.e hog-corn price ro.tio this spring is con­
siderably above last spl'ing e.nd above avere.ge .. · This' points to a 1953 fall' 
pig crop moderately larger .. then le.sb fall~ and to an increased slaughter 
of hogs in 1954" 

In recent weeks through 1\pd.l 29~ the Department of Agriculture has 
purchased 3,170,000 pounds of be.ef for ·t;he ru·cnal Seouri ty Agency to be 
deli vored to qreeoe ~ and. 798p000 pounds und~r. Section 32 funds for surplus 
diversionb whj:ch will be donated ·t;o school l1mohes arid other eligible 
outlets~ · . 

. REVIEW ANI.i OUTLOOK 

cattle Slaughter tp Sharply 
From"Las·f 'Yea:r.;-··to -c·t;-nlinue High -- --·- ---... - -·- _..,_····- - ...... -.. 

From January through Harch commerclal cattle slaughter was 24 per­
cent above last year. Sle!ughter in April was more than 40 percent above 
the r.nther . small sle.ughter in April le.s·b yeo.r. · 

Slaughter of .steers and heifers from both feeding and range areas 
has beeri large. ·· Ja.nuary-r.r:arch steer slaughter und.er Federal inspection 
surpassed all ·pr·evious records for those months~ Howevor, no great number 
of cows has been slaugh-t:;ered., Cows were a smaller percentage of Federally 
inspected. cattle. sla11ghter in January-~· ,arch this year than in those mon·ths 
in 10 years of record. '• 

The rate of cattle slaughtAr will continue high in' future months but 
the increase above last ~'ear may averag;e a little less· than in the past· 4 
months~ Slat1ghter increased grea·bly in the second half of 1952 and may not 
rise· quite .so fast this year., 

Marketings of fed cat·ble, which ha.ve been particularly large since 
the fi'rst of Barch; will· likely·rema.in large until the big marketing season 
ends about le.te sunune·ro 'Later fed cattle may be a: dwindling proportion of 
the total number slaughtered~ The shift from fed to grass cattle slaughtered 
wi 11 be. partly a normal seasonal change$ but it •vill also reflect the gradual 
retrenchment in vql tune of feeding~ On January 1 ~ 16 percent Nore cattle 
were on feed than a year earliero Marketings since then have been greater 
than a year earlier and i'ev!er. cattle have gone on feed. For example, ship­
ments of stocker ·and feeder cattle into 9 Corn Belt States from January­
r~arch were 13 percent smaller than a year ago~ On April 1., 12-14 percent 
more cabtle were on· feed than last April. Harketings continued at a high 
rate and replacement at a low rate during April, as slaughter steer re­
ceipts at 3 Corn-Belt ·markets were up by i:l.Ore than 50 percent but feeder 
shipments from 8 r.1ar~ets dovm 5 to 10 percent from lust year, 

If m:)vements to feedlots stay b~low las·b year and marketings continue 
larger, the supply of fed ca.t.tle for slaughter this fall will be dovm to 
nearer last year 1 s level.. But c'onsiderably more CEtttle off range and pas­
ture will be slaughtered than last fall 1 a's more will be marketed while 
fewer may go into feedlots for feeding. Because they e~perienced their most 
unprofitable feeding season this winter in many years, cattle fe•3ders may 
reduce their program next fall., 
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If the January-April rate of slaughter should continue throu3hout 
the year, about 33 million cattle and calves would be sla.ughtered in 1953. 
'rhe increase (~irths minus deaths) from the present· qow herd is probably 
'hetween 35 a~d. 36 million. Thus, at the present slaughter rate a sma.ll 
addition to cattle numbers would result by the end of the year. 

This may: .. prove to be a year of heavy marketings of steers, heifers 
and ce.lves. Correspond.ing increases in marketings of cows are unlikely, 
except 1n the event of drought. Inventory ·numbers of steers and heifers 
next December 3~ ma.y be little if any larger than a year earlier. Increases 
will be mostly in cows and calves. Liquidation of cows. will probably not 
occur until a. la.ter year in the present cattle cycle. 

Because slaughter will include more cattle off range and pasture 
this year, average weights of cattle slaughtered will b8 lighter. They 
are already below last year and will move lower. 

Seasonal ~versenc~ likely ~ 
Cattle Prices 

Prices of various classes of grass cattle·-stockers, feeders, calves 
and cows--were rather steady in late winter and early .spring, havingbeen 
sustained by seasonally strong demand for cattle to go on grass. However, 
weakness in prices of fed cattle was an important factor preventing the 
usual seasonal rise in the average price of range cattle and contributing 
to the recent decline. Prices of range and fed cattle have been unusually 
close together. In March and April feeder and stocker steers at Kansas City 
averaged 92 percent of the price of Choice steers at Chica.go. As late as 
last December, they were only 66 percent of Choice steer prices, 

A more normal relationship will likely appear in months ahead as 
prices of fed and grass cattle take o~posite trends. After the bulk of fed 
cattle he.ve been marketed their prices may strenethen somewhat seasonally. 
While fluctuating considerably, . prices of stocker, feeder, and other 
ce.ttle off grass are likely to make a .general seasonal d.ecline this sun:mer 
and fall. By this fall they probably will again be considere.bly below the 
prices of.f~d steers, · · 

Prices of cattle off grass this fall will be affected by a weaker 
demand for cattle to go into feed lots, and, like last fall, they will be 
sensitive to the strength of slaughter demand for cattle of this type. 
last year outlets for Good and Commercial beef opened up only rather slowly. 
It remains to be seen whether the market will be more responsive this coming 
fall. 
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From F~"hruary through April hoc slaughter has averaged about 15 per­
cent below a year earlier. 'rhe reduction reflects .the smaller pig crop of 
last fall, Slaughter wlll continue considera.bly below 1952. It may be 
especially small dur1ng the spr:l.ng and. summer. There will. be fewer barrows 
and silts because farrowings last October and November were sharply below 
the previous year. Also, because fewer are on hand and more will be held 
hack for breeding, fewer sows wlll be slaughtered this summer than last. 

Sheep Sl~u~t.~£. ~£.V~ 192~ 

The rate of sheep and lamb slaughter, like tha.t of cattle, has in­
creaBed substantially over a year ago. Through April about 19 percent more 
sheepand Jambs were slaughtered tha.n in the samemonths of 1952. Market­
ings of fed lambs have been seasonally earlier·than last year. California 
has been marketing a larger early lamb crop, and the movement of ol·d crop 
lambs in 1'exas has also been up. If this rate of slaughter is continued, 
fewer sheep and lamh s woulO. be . on farms at· the end o.f the year than at the 
beginning. Last year sheep ·numbers were reduced in the dry regions .of the 
Southern Plains, were about maintained in the Mounta:tn and -~~cific West, 
and were increased in the Ea.st.. It is possible that approx:l.ma.tely the· 
same changes will be repeatod in 1953 unless weather and range fet:~d con­
ditions in the Plains should improve this summer. It appears now that 
sheep and lamb slaughter may remain above las~ :; ear through ·the summer~ 
The seasonal increase in the.fali.may not be as great as a: year earlier· 
and slaughter may drop below the 1952 rate. Price·s. of lambs have 'increased 
considerably sil).ce late in 1952. Iamb prices wtll 9.ontinue to be affected 
by the large sl&ughter of·cattle, but may be generally.more.stable than 
cattle prices. · 

A seasonal decline in la111b prices is likely this summer and·falL 

Total Meat Production a 
I:ittl"eA"b~. 192_? -

· of · 
As production,i'beef and' lamb has been subste.ntially above last year 

but production of pork smaller, total meat output ha.s exceeded. a year ago 
by about 3 percent· (table 1). A small margin of increase may· :persist. 
Meat supplies may be large enough for consumptlon per person to approxi­
mately equal the 1L~4 pounds co:1sumed in 1952. However, the composition 
will be much different. Consumption of beef per person may be up around 
9 pounds and of veal 1 :pound while con.sumption of pork may be red.uced 
10 or 11 pounds • 

Hog production has been on a downtrend for a year and a ha.lf. In 
each mo~th since September 1951 fewer sows have farrowed than in the 
corresponding month a year earlier. The 1952 combined spring and fall 
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pig crop was 10 percent below the big 1951 crop of 102 millions, and a 
further reduc'tion is ·cak:i.ng place irl""fa.l•rowines ·this spring. In December 
farmers 1 intent:lohs were for 13 perce1'lt fewer sows to farrow than last 
spring. It will not be known until the pig crop report is released June 
22 how nearly they followed -their ir1tentiona. 

Producers out baclc on hog production for several reasons. Fore­
most was the contfnued depr0esed level of hog Pl'ices in rele.tion to corn 
prices. In 1952 the United States average hog-corn price ratio was only 
11.0, which was. lese than the long·time average level and the lowest in 
12 years. Other factors also discouraged production. Hog producers were 
harrassed by threat of disease, especially vesicular exanthema; they were 
aware of the increaaiilG competition from the rising supply of beef; and 
finally, they had Government loans available to them on their corn crop, 
which in many cases appeared m.ore attractive than the uncertain returns 
from feeding corn to hogs. 

Hog production seems likely to turn upward this year, chiefly be­
cause of the impt•ovement in prices. Hog prices have risen 4\5.00 per 
100 pounds since December and are about 25 percent higher than at this 
time last year. The hoc-corn price ratio at 14.2 in.April vas the highest 
since September 1950. 

Moreover, present prices look favorable in relation to prices for 
cattle. In contrast 'I'Ti-th the 25 percent higher r>rices for hogs. than a 
year ago, prices for cattle are 30 to 4.0 percent lower. Two years ago 
barrows and gilts sold. at Ch:l,qa.go for $15.00 per 100 pounds less than 
Choice steers. late iri April they rooe above Choice steer prices. These 
contrasting price trends demonstrate tha·t competition between pork and 
beef is not so very close, and that there remains a very sizable inde­
pendent. demand for pork. 

The increase in the hog:-qorn ratio, on the basis of past experi­
ence, would point toa rather &uba:tat:ltial increase ·in farrowinge this fall 
over last fall. However, vesicular exanthema crops up often and errati­
cally enough to be of concern. Loails on corn will continue available at 
90 percent of parity. Beef output will continue large, though it 
probably no longer dis turbe hog producers as much as it did, before hog 
prices rose. Hence a inore realistic prospect is .. for a more moderate 

···increase in the fall crop. Another large summer pig crop is likely 
this year, but it may not exceed last summer's crop. By inid-f'all, far­
rowings may be considerably abov11 a year earlier. 

A moderately increased. pork output could probably be marketed 
without reducinc prices of hogs greatly--that is, without forcing them 
below an average relationship to the price of corn. r.rhia is the likely 
prospect in the absence of any material change in consumer demand. A 
big increase in the pork supply, on the other hand, would. threaten the 
price seriously. A further increase in beef output is probable, and 
ita effect on demand for pork is by no means to be entirely disregarded. 
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Table L- Cori!P..e.l:ci.n.1 meat 'productinn, United St[\tes, by quarter-year 
1950 t9 first quarter 1953. 

---------
Year January-· 

.1 ;arch 

All meats 
·-:---_,...,- -- ~ ........ -~··-·--··-~- ·--- ·------------

April­
June 

Ju1y­
Sepbember . . . 

october­
December . . . 

Year 

,. " . ----·-·-·-···-----.. ----··--·-----···-----------~------------· -----
:: 

1950 : : 
1951 : ' 
195.2 

Mil. lbso 

9. j 115 
5,181 

.. 5,586 
1953 : I •, 5 J 76~ 

Mil. lbs. 

4, 773 
4;699 
4,823 

T.~il. 1 bs ~ 

4,793 
' 4,692 

4,891 

Mil. 1bs. 

5ll682 
5,647 
6~082 

_Mil. 1bs. 

20,363 
20s219 
21,382 

:------.. -- ........ - .... --.... _ .. _____ ..... ~ .. ,Beer-·--·····---~--· 
---------··-·-··"-·------ -·~·-···----- ·----------'-----

1950 
1951 
1952 

-1953 

: 2,231 2,2?1 
: 2,1~8 1,965 
i 2~217 2~144 

2,415 
2,140 
2s422 

: 2,711 . . . . =---.. -·-.. --.·-·------- .. ···-~-.. -.----~ ·:ve·a.l ·-. -~· 

2~381 
2,256 
2,p558 

1950 : 
1951. 
1952 
1953 

: ' 

263 
220 
211 
268 

277 
216 
232 

312 
271 
306 '·' ... ~, . 

285 
2-65 
333 

1950 
1951 
1952 
1953 

1950 
1951 
1952 
1953· 

- .-.. -~·~-----.. --.--............ __ ~ ... ~--~ ... --· -----... ···-----~---~-. ..r-.. -.---:--· -·--.. 
150 
131 
157 

: 187 

139 
109 
145 

149 
127 
151 

143 
.141 
182 

:--.,-.-·----·~---- .. ---"'?or k '"exc1 udfii"ilarcr-- . . -· 
::. ···--~~,-· .. - - ......... ...--~ .. _ . ....,....._.... __ --'-··~----...:-?-.~-...... -..--............. --- . 

. 2:,471 . 
. ) 2~642 

~JOOl 
: .. . 2, 599 

2,136 
2. 409 . 
2~302 

1,917 
2,154 
2,012 

2~873 
2,985 
3,009 

.:..: .... -_.....:~-·~----· _,_.,._ ............ : ... ---. ---~--· 

1,137 
972 

1,082 

581 
508 
635 

9,397 
. 10pl90 
· io~324 
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Table 24- Array of hog-corn p~ice ratios during March-July_ and 
correl.lponding changes in number of sow~ 

farro~~ng fall pigs, 1924-53 

Year· 

1926 . 18.0. . 20.3 4,330 391 9.9 
1942 . 16•4 '17.6 6,840 1 5 305 23.6 •· 
1938 15 .. 5 17.3 4,51':' 672 l7e5 
1949 15~4 15,9 5,568 498 9.8 
1936 . : . 14.9. 16.5 3,95'7 100 2.6 
1947 :f 13.8· 14~2 4,866 162 3.4 
1939 .. ' ' 13.6 . 15~5 5,352 836 18.5 
1943 13~6 14o6 7,565 725 10.6 
1950 13.5 13 ... 9 5J923 355 6~4 
1941 13.3 14«1 5,535 772 16.2 
1953 3/13.5 ...... 
1945 - 12.9 14.0 5,429. 547 11.2 
1951 12.,8 13.0. 6.032 1'09 1.6 
1·927 : 12.8 13o5 4,609 279 6.4 . . 
1930 11~8 13.2 4)073 -191 -.4.5 
1929 11 •. 6 12.7 4,26.4 -165 -3~7 
1931 J.1.4 13~0 4;797 724 17.8 
1932 11.2 12.6 51179 382 8.o 
1944 . ll.l 12.3 4,882 .. -2,68~ -35.5 
1952 2/: 

. .. 
10.8 11.,2 5,318 -714 -lb8 

1933 ~ :·· 10.·8 12 .. 9 5,207 28 0.5 
1925 10.8 11.8 3,939'. -405 -9.3 
1946 10 .8' 11.4 4, '{04, -725 -13.4 
1948 l ·10.4 10.4 5,070 204 4.,2 
1935 10.1 10.8 3,857 921 31.4 
1928 . 8.8 9 .. 4 4,429 -180 -3s9 
1940 8.5 9.2 4,763. -589 -11.0 
1937 .. 8.5 8.6 3,845 -112 -2.8 
1924 s.o 8.9 4,S44 -1,448 -25.0 
1934 : 6.9 s.o 2;936 -2,271 -43.6 

: 
!/ Maroh-July is regarded as the breeding season 'for the fall pig crop· .. 
2'/ Pre1il!linary data. 
!/ Estimated. April 1953 w·as 14. 2 for the United States. 
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Avero.go returns f'rom J.amb fecdin;:;; last winter were considerably 
better than in the 1951-52 feeding season but still below the average of 
the past 5 ;yea1~s.. Feeder lamb prices declined seasonally last fall to a 
level $10.00 to $12.,00 per· 100 pounds below e. year earlier. Slaughter 
lamb prices, after h::.tt:lng a low in December, improved sbmewhat afterward. 
Feed costs were generally below those in the 1951··52 season with higher 
hay prices partially offsetting cheaper corn., The result was a small net 
return over costs of feedlng, as calc.ule.ted for a standard feeding pro­
gram (table 3)~ 

Returns to individual feeders .varied from 'the averages oarried in 
table 3~ The data shown apply to a representative feeding program for 
feeders who bouf!,ht lambs le.st fall and sold them 'during the winter. Only 
the principal cost and receipt i terns are shown. · 

USDA Purchases Beef1 
'(S"ff'er-s ·b<;>_ BuJ:-·I··~<::~~-

USDA purchases of beef under two continuing programs totaled 
3,968,000 pounds by April 29, which is equivalent to 4J703,000 pounds, car­
cass weight eqllivalente These purchases were made for export to Greece 
by the Hutual ~ecurity Agency 1 and., under Section 32 funds and authori·· 
zation, fer diverting surplus beef' from normal channels of trad.eo Offers 
are being continued to btW adci:i.tione.l quentities of beef under both of 
these programs. 

Offers to buy Ccmmeroie.l and TJt3 .. lity beef carcasses for export to 
Greece were first made on Harch 12 and more recently offers for M.nned 
beef were added. Since then purchases totaling 3,170,000 pounds have been 
made at an average cost of about 28, cents per pound for cai:'oass beef and 
39 cents for CD.nned beef. Most of the ce.roa ss beef graded Utility~ 

Purchases with Section 32 funds totaled 790,000 pounds by late 
April at an average cost of about 40 cents per pound and included frozen 
ground beef, frozen bonoless chucks. o.nd frozen diced beef grading Good or 
better. This meo.t will be di. stributed to the non-profit school lunch pro­
gram and other eligible outlets ·to .encourage e.ddi·tional consumption~ 

USDA Liber11li zes -- -· ---.. ,... .. ........__ VE Inde:uni h.e s 

The Department of Agr:i.cul ture vnll now pay up to 50 percent indemnity-­
that is 1 50 percent of the difference ~etween appraised and salvage value--
on hogs found to be inftlcted with vesicular exanthema ~nd moved ·in inter-· 
state comm.erce., This applies, however; only provided the swine ha:ve moved 
in accord with existing laws and regulations for the control and eradi-
cation of this disoa.se, 

Undor ·the statu of' emergency originally declared by the Secretary of 
Agriculture August 1, 1952 indemnities were payable only in states which 
matched Federal funds for such payments. The new Federal payment on move· 
ment of hogs will be made without requi:ring a like payment by a State but 
does not rule out the possibility of State payments, 
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Table 3-.- Average prices and values of important items affecting returns 
· from lru.o.b feecU.ng~ · 1947-48. to 1952-53 

---··-··--·-----·-·-·····--w·------·---·---------
: : : t 

Item : 1947- & 1948- : 1949- : 1950- 1951-
. I 1948 : 1949 : 1950 = 1951 C 1952 t 

--....,...-------·--·-"·--~~Dollarii. Doile:rs.riclfars'"Doil-a.rs Do.llars --- ·-··------
Price per 100 pounds of 

Choice and Prime slau-
ghter 1 e.mb s, Chicago; 
Deoember-J•1iarch .!/ o. ~ ~ • : 23.83 

Price per 100 pounds of 
.Good and Choice feeder t 

lambs/ bmaha, September- i 
Dec.ember •• ~........... ~ 21 ,.29 · 22.90 

Price per bushel received 
· · . by farmers for corn, 

Nort~ Central States 
October-I·ia.roh ••••••••• 

Price per ton received by : 
farmers for alfalfa hay,: 
baled. North Central • 

24.33 36,35 28.82 

1952-
1953 

Dollars 

22 ~- 49 

21.01 

States, October-Mctroh,. !3f25,00 25,26 21.68 2le~98 2lo48 24t'58 

·-------------~-----~~·--~---------------------Total value --­. . 
Market value at Chicago otJ 
.. Cho-ice and. Prim..e 85 2 

' ., po\Uld slaughter lambs 1/: 20o26 21.86 20,68 '3bo90 24.50 19ol2 
.: . • . t 

M.arket ~ost at Omaha of 60: 
pound feeder lambs ••·• 1 12.77 13.74 13 .. 90 '17,61 18.97 12·.61 

Cost of 2! bushels of corns 5.56 

Cost of.l50 pounds of 
. a.lta1f~ hay ••••••• ~ • , • • 1 o 88 

Total of oc~t items 
shown ·y ·~ ~ ......... • • 

~ 

I 

' 20,21 

' Margin of' market value per: 
lamb over total of cost : 

. 2.98 

1,89 

2.73 3.68 4.05 

1.65 

18.26 22a94 24.63 17 ... 99 

items shown~ •••••••• a o05 3o25 2.42 7.96 -.13 1.13 

.!/Yormerly Good and clioic~. New grades were effective. April !30, 1951. 
t/.Estimated tram u~ s~ average price paid for baled alfalfa hay. 
!/ Does not include purchasing or marketing expenses, labor cost, death 
!oases# overhead costs or oosts of other feed ingredients, or credits for 
manure. The priees shown are averages for the lamb feeding season for the 
North central region, and do not necessarily coincide with the experience 
of individual feeders, 
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Vesicular exanthema (VE) is a di~~a~e-of hogs.-. It does not. affect 
-·other fartn animals or humans. Almost; >vi thout. exception each outbreak of 

VB can be traced to hogs fed on raw garbage. Because of this connection, 
23 Stat~s have enacted laws or regulations reqUiring the cooking of garbage 
and 15 other states are curren+.ly consic.ering Sl,lch measures in an effort to 
eradicate VE and other aninal diseases.: Additional control measures pro­
posed by the Department of. Agricul tura, but .not yet· put into force, include 
new restrictions on movement of garbage-fed hog~ across state lines. Also 
proposed is that Federal indeJmities be refused after June 1 in any out­
break associated with the feeding of raw garbag~ or in case of nonoomp;tianoe 
,·.-ith quarantine or other sanitation requirements. 

VE, which has existed in California for ?O years or so, first showed 
up outside that ste.te only 10 months ago. Since that ti:rn.a it has appeared 
in 40 states although never in that many at the same time •. Hany States 
have been able to eradicate the infection but some have become rei!).fec'i;ed 
and the disease has continued to spread into other.States •.. At.m:i.d-April 
parts of 16 States were under Federal quarantine. Up to that time approxi­
mately 138 thousand infected swine had been slaughtered and processed. 
through the Federal-State cooperative program and an additional 58 thou­
sand infected hogs awaited liquida:l:;ion. Since the disease does not affect 
humaJ;ls in any way the special slaughter and processing.are to prevent the 
spread of the disease to other swine eit~er directly or indirectly through 
the medium of garbage. 

Worlld Cattle and Sheep 
Numbers ~ease;Hogs Decline 

YJorld cattle e.nd sheep numbers continued to increase during the past 
--year· but hog numbers declined moderately, according to recent estimates __ of 
the Foreign Agricultural Service of the United States Department of Agri.;. 
oul ture. The rela,ti vely more favorable returns from beef cattle a.11d sheep 
in recent years encouraged growers to expand their herds and flocks to re­
cord levels. Relatively plentiful supplies of other meats and less 
attractive hog prices during 1952 led to a mnall decline in hog numbers · 
from the record world level of January 1, 1952. · 

The number of cattle in the world at the beginning of 1953 is esti­
mated at 845 million head. up 2 percent over a ;year earlier and 14 percent 
above the 1936-40 average. The number has increased in each of the past 7 
years and seems likely to increase again in 1953. · Estir.1a'tes by countries 
show that the expansion during 1952 was ne<trly world wide alt~ough. North 
and South .AJnerica "1ade rela-bively greater ge.ins :than other major producing 
countries. ·The most pronounced increases.ftom pre-war ·levels 'are 47 percent 
in Africa. 33 pQroent in North America and 32 p~rcent in South Americ.a. 

The moderate increase during 1952 lifted the world sheep total to 
approximately 817 million head at the beginning of 'this ·year. In the 
major producing countries small declines in Argentina and the Unite-d States 
were more .than offset by slight gains elsewhere. Favorable wool prioes 
will probably encourage additional increases during 1953 but the rise may 
be limited by competition with cattle for available pastures and feed 
supplies. Compared with the years just before the war • sheep numbers are 
up most in South American countries. 



Table 4 .. - can.Yled :rr:eat: Supply and distribution, 1937-52 

. (Net product weight) 
-----;-y-ea:eranv: ---.: ---·----:·---~-·--:-ci7 .. J.Jinerc:tar-:·-- : _ _,__ ... 1 . t 

~ inspected: Imports :Begi:nning: Total :exports and: Ending : US?A : E~ ~ a.ry 
Apparenlf civfllan 

~i~~ibution 6/ 
· · · 2 / + ·k ., h'. t t k purci1ases purcrta.ses :procuctJ.on: . i : s uOC s : sunp.._y : s. J.YII"Ien s : s 00 -s : I : I : : . 

~ l/ : - : :. .!:'. :. r S/ : : 4; : .§' : Total ~Per cap~ ta 

Hillion r"fiiu.o;.:-·--Million. r.H.ilfon - Hilli;n-- Billion . Hillion--lTfilicn··-HfiYfOn._____ ... 
: pounds po~ds · P.<:u..J.ds P.ound\) __ . :poundB po1,lilds pounds po1.mds Pounds :pounds 
. . 

1937 
1938 
1939 
1940 
1941 
1942 
1943 : 
1944 : 
1945 
1946 : 
1947 
1948 
1949 
1950 : 
1951 
1952 

308,1 
303.,5 
406"8 
5:::0 .. 2 
883c-9 

1,926.6 
2.~~051..,2 
1,930 .• 7 
1,926 .. 1 
1 .• 342.,8 
l_.,099o4 
1,096c0 
1.~~039.7 
1.,231 .. 3 
1.~~44L2 
1,35L2 

88gl 
78 .. 6 
85.9 
6L3 

104$3 
91.,6 

105o5 
87.7 
54o8 

3,,3 
28Q7 
129 .. 1 

72,.3 
12~ .. 6 
15~9 

120"0 

17.7 
18.1 
22,6 
27.3 
28o0 
27c.2 
27.3 
34.,6 

396"2' 
382 .. 1 
•492~7 

59ie5 
988 .. 2 

2,018.2 
2~156,7 

2,018.,4 
1, 998,.6 
1,364o2 
1,150.7 
1,252,4 
1,140.0 
1,383ol 
1,622 .. 4 
1,505to8 

2lo9 
22.8 
23 .. 9 
20o2 
26 .. 7 
19~8 

9o9 
13.2 
13.5 
55a3 
64 .. 3 
35.4 
25 .. 7 
20 .. 0 
20~6 

18.-6 

18.1 
'22.6 
27.3 
28 ... 0 
27.2 
27.3 
34.6 
37.1 

0 
0 
0 
0 

188.4 
875o6 

1,024.8 
448.6 
359.6 
157.1 
,. __ 

75 .. 5 
920(\5 
680.5 

1,121 .. 0 
970.9 
19.2 
3L,l 
52,.8 

' 23.0 
50.3 

246.,2 
57.8 

374~3 

359.3 
468.8 
57lo3 
697.6 
202.3 
441.5 
435 .. 6 
636 .. 5 

l~llOoO 

1.~~028.0 
1,136'.2 
1$064.1 
1,285e5 
1,32lo0 
1,392.3 

2.9 
2 •. 7 
3.5 
4 .. 3 
5.2 
1Q5 
3.4 
3.3 
4 .. 9 
7.9 
7.1 
7.7 
7.1 
8.4 
8oo6 
9.0 

1/ Beef, pork~- sausage, all other, excluding soup-:--Data fron"Btireau~Anima.l· Industry .. ?:J Canned beef only. 
Data from Departraent of commerce., 3/ Includes shipments to Territories. Excludes shipments under lend-lease 
tmd UNRF.A (1941-46) and the Civilian .supyly Progra.rr.:s of the u. s. Depe.rtment of the Army in foreign coUntries 
(1948-51).. Data. from Dept. of COlll:!erce-4-'Canned l!leats and meat food produ.cts officially _graded for CCC~ Does not 
include transfers of meat from the military to CCC or small quantities turned back to civilians or. transferred 
to the militaryo Purchases from Uo S4 supplies or from i..>;iports. 5/ From Statist::.ca.l Yearbook of the Quarter­
master Corps e.nd o-ther military records. Not a complete listing of all canned meats purchased during the war 
years, but cover practically all of the canned neats purchased during the war for mass troop feeding. In­
cludes imported c~~ed meat and arffiy ratio"'s and some meat and rations later tr~~sferred to CCC anc UNRR~~ 
67--cai"culated fro::11 Federally inspected S'U.pi:;lies and distribui;ion as shown. Federally inspected production is 
~e largest part of total u~ s. production of canned neats~ 

Bureau of Agricultural Economics 
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. 1e number of hogs in the world is currently estimated by the 
Foreign \grioultura.1 Service at. 30l million head, doWl'l 2 percent from last 
year's r~cord. Th~s was the first deoline since 1946 but the number is 
still 4 percent above 1936-40. Although there were some increases last 
year in Europe, Asia and South Junerioa the rate of 'i.norea.se there has 
slowed and was not large enough ~o offset decreases in other major 
countries,~ particularly the United st·a.tes and Canada. 

canned Meat Production 
Dov.n inl952 __ _ ---

Production o·f canned meat deorease.d in 1952 from 1951. Because 
mili ta.ry takings were dol'm, the supply available to civilians actually 
increased (table 4). 

FOREIGN TRADE IN LIVESTOCK AJIID MF..A T 

Tables 7 and 8 summarize data. on foreign trade in cattle an~ meat 
for recent years • 

. Canada and liexioo have in eff'eot alternated as sources. of cattle 
imports•· :From December 27, 1946 to September 1, 1952 imports from Mexico 
were out off because of foot-and-mouth disease. During this period, Canada 
sent in considerable numbers until in' February 1952 it also was banned 
from the United States market due to an outbreak of the same disease. there. 
f.Tow tr!'tde is permitted with both Mexico and Canada.. Imports ·from each 
oountr~· will probably be smaller than formerly. Prices of cattle· in .the 
United States have declined, making the United States market less attract':" 
tive. Llso, movement out of canada will be held down because herds there 
are bei11g rebuilt and the exportable surplus is not large. liiovement o·f 
cattle i':'lto the United Sto.tes from Mexico is limited by f-iexioan G9vernment 
quotas. 

Less beef but more pork wa's 'reoetv~d from foreign sources .in 1952 
than 'the previous year (table ~). .Ther.e was a net reduction in beef im­
po'fts due to closing the Canadian border. The 60 million pounds from New 
Zealand were less than h~d been received from Canada the previous·year. 
Less came in from Argentina., but slightly more from l1texioo. 

Imports or pork were up a little but were still only half' the size 
of exports and shipments, which also increased. 

RANI\ OF STATFS IN !,IVESTOCK NUl'ffiERS AUD ,PRODUCTION 

Tables 9, 10 and 11 repeat a tabulation provided in previous years 
ranking the States aecording to livestock numbers and production. Listed 
are nmnbers for 5 categories of livestock on farms January 1; for pig 
crops; and f'or liveweight of' production on farms, (For ~urther explana• 
tion, see this _s:1_· t_u_a_t_i.2!! for May 1951 and March-April 1952.) 
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Table 5~-- Production, price and'· in.coifi.e from wool, 
United States, 1945-52 

Year 
Number 

·a· .. . >a..heep .~ 
a shorn 1/ 

t Weight :Produotiont 
1 ...... -per , .. a ·or:: shorh 1 

1 fleece wool 1 

t Thousands Pounds '1 ,000 1 b c 

I 
1945. t .. 

. 1946 .. I. 
··194·7 .... ' 

1948 · I . 

1949 : 
1950.·· i.' 

. 1951' .. i 
. 1952 .: ,I· . 

.38, 783 · · · 70 9.5 · 
:34,.;6'47 : ... 'Boll' 
130,963... . 8.1.2 
2A.i649 · · · · 8,b9 

:26,382 a.o7 
26 .3&7' .. 8'.1'6 ' , ... 
27,357 e···24 
28,,172 . ; :8q2~ 

_,_. ---
307,976. 
280,908 
251,425 
231,770 
212,899 . 

. 215,422 
225,545 
232,373 

Prioe a cash 1 

P~l:" - · 1 reoe.ipt s . i 
pound 2L a t 

cen,:!!, .! ,000 dol._ 

.41.9 : 128;~70 

.42o3 · ··n8·..,sos· . 
42tO io5,654 · 
49;2' ... il4~055 

;49.4 · ios,2.23 
62'el· '133 ,729 
97 .o . 216,832 

!fs~.~ 1~~,e73 

Produotlo-. 
of pulled 

YIOOl 
1,000 lb. 

70,500 
61,300 
56,600 

·46,6QO 
35,600 
3~,400 
25,900 

.33,600 
' : 

', : :; ' ' ' "( I ', I 

-~ :In~l~des si:if;ep shg~:at cOlnmeroiai feeding .ya~ds, . 
;. Average pr~.'oe .tor. thC!I marketing IJeason ·April tPl"ough u&.roh received' by 

·'farme:c-s. · . ·. : : · . : 
y· -Prelim.i:nary. Inolud~s an allowance f'9r wool ~de:r loan. . . . 

·:: . . ·. ': 

! ... 
• f •• ,, 

, . . . 

. '. 

'. ' .. 

Table 6 ••. : Mohair= . Prod~oti~n.and value for 7 leading states, 
... . ~ . 

! • NW,lber •· .. Averag"e l'roduction I Prfce 
Year I goats 1 ·clip per 0~ ' per 

I oli;eped 2/ • ·goa·t 'a' mohair' • ·Eound 
1 Tnousanda Pounds . .. 1,000 "lbSo Cents -· --• 1945 I 4,2!1 .. , ae.l 22,008 55,3 

1946 ' 31939 . 4.9 19,282 61.1 
1947 3,672 5.-0 18,225 53o6 
1948 3,164 · 5el 15,972 45.4 

'1949 I 2,558 5,1 12,959 46,3 .. , 
1950 ' 2,530 ··s.2 13,245 76.0 
1951 2,475 . 5 .• ·2 12,688 118~<0. 

·1962 21266 5,3 12,116 '96.2 

194.~52 y 

Value 

i,o~o Clot •. 

12,180 
11, 78~ 

' . 9' 77?. 
7 ,25;1 

.. 6,00l 
·.l.o.,os:Z. · 

1'5,18.3 
11,'68'0 

l . . 

1/ Soven leading Stf.ltea are Mis.aouri, Texas, N'ew M.e~ico, ·Arizona,. Utah, .. 
~regon and California, . . . 
2/ In states where goats are clipped tv1ioe a year the number clipped is · 
the sum of goats and kids clipped in the spring and kids clipped in the 
fall. · · 
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ti'oni · Ca.n~df( .• • - I5utfa'b1e ca 'E'6a.r--·- : ; 
I 10o_}2~tmdS~';_~~L·- un&er ;m E-0-un-·a .... s------. Breed .. ' 
1 Cows fol·: 1 • Under 1 too to 1 1 Total 1 : i:ng t 

.t 

Total 
.dairy : Other· t Total t 200 a 699 1 Total adlltiablea .oa.ttlet 

:purposes: t • pounds' pcn.inds a • oattlo 1 (free) • 

Year 
cattle 

• . • 3 I I ,.: I J t 
:. . Head Head --H6a:d'-·- Read H~ad ---He_a_d.,..._ . ..._~H~e-a-:d~-.-::B~e-a..-:d=--""-H-e_a..,...d 

.............. ~ ............... .............., --- ------ ............ ........_ 

1939 S,670 172,753 181,323 81,832 ill,229 93,081 
! 

1940 : 9,595 125,004 134,599 74,681 '10,076 . 84,757 
1941 ;. 1:5,361 150,216 163,603 62,419' .10,192 72,611 
1942 1/:. 19,509 115_,475 134,984 53,015' . 9,033 6·2,048 
1943- ~. 34,764 211 34,975 5,986 1,3.17 1,303 
1944 I 33,624 164 33,788 5 1 5.1;)1 1 1 038 6.589 
1945 1 43,919 77 43,996 8,427 1,535 9,962 
1946 J 64.;737 182 64,919 9,345 3,113 12,458 
1947 : 43,912 95 44,007 7,642 1,372 9.014 
1948 Y.• 84,275 214,645 298,920 23,571 96,335 119,906 
1949 I 49,061 194,916 243,977 41,535 126 1 614 168,14~ 
1950 • 46,59l 173,000 219,591 38,985 179,709 218,694 
1951 J 35,600 117,455 153 1 055 15,609 51 1 103 66,712 
1952 yc_4_.,_6_36_.,.___4,~-2-44 ___ a..::..,8_B_o_""': 714 968 1,682 

1 From-FexfO'<> 

274)584 9,599 283,98~ 
219,,366 12,904 232,260 
236 •. 21. 16,139 2162,353 
197~03~ 16,107 ~13,139 

42,278 22,369 64,,647 
40,377 16~748' 57,126 
53,95.8. :22~+63 76,~21 
77,377 41,919 119,~96 
53,021 '29,86~ 82,890 

418.826. 42,85& 461,679 
412,126: 21,:532· 433,~8 
438,285 22,610 460,895 
219,76? 19,120 a~e.ea7 
10,562 2,222 12,784 ··---------------·----·-------1 

1939 
1940 t 

1941 1 
1942 I 

1943 : 
1944 t 

1945. •. 
1946 4/a. 
1947 lf, 
1948 "':" I 

1949 t 

1950 
1951 r 

0 
0. 
0 

57, 
170 

0 
62 

_1,348 
0 .. 

-

55,232 
44,715 
54,253 
64,,576 
77,309 
25,531 
41,917 
25,714 

.792 .. 
... 
.. 

55,232. 33,259 390,074'423,333 
44,716 29,921 336,207 366.128 
5~,253 39,776 402,120 441,896 
64,632 13,503 377,407 390,910 
77,479 8,283 . 501,5g2 509,876 
25,531 310 275,259 275,569 
41,979 1,315 392~132 393,447 
27,062 708 410,552 411,260 

792 0 638 638 
• ... 

,. - .. 
,.. 

1952 y'r 2,381 43,617 45,998 96 81,185 81,281 
; 

478 1 56S 
.410,.843 
496,149 
455,542 
567,354 
301,100 . 
43Q,426 

.. 438,3~2 ' 
1,430 . 

... .. 
127,2'19. 

267 478 '832 
602 411,445 
235 496,384 

··. 81 455,623 
58.2 58 7, 936 
· z·s 30l, 126 

9 435,436 
. 152 438,474 

""' 1,4~0 .. .. .. 

.. 127 ,27~ 

-i/ ~xports h"Oi Canada restrict~a:··p-y that countr·y Eee;:lrmin$ June 15', 194! •. 
tj Canadian re~tt.iotions lifted August 16, 1948, 
"!J Dnporte prohibited b~ginning February 15, 1952, due to outbreak of f'oot.-and ... mouth 
1isea.ee in Canada. 
4/ Imports prohibited beginning Deoem.ber 27, 1946 due to outbreak of toot ... and...mouth 
Cfisease in I1exioo. 
5/ cattle imports shown in 1947 aotue.lly entered the United States in oeoember )946 
after the customs offioe closed their books. 
6/ Imports resumed September 1, 1952. 

Foreign Agricultural Service, Compiled from Forei'n Commerce~ Navigation!£~ 
united states .nd official records ot the Bureau o tni Cenaus, 



Table 8.- United states imports and exports o:f ;-r,eats by principal countries of origin 
or destination, 1951 and 1952 

Product : Exporti8.llilshirments- to -ter-r-itories 
-------------=~~-------~----~ and : Exports, product weight, by country of destination- : Total exports ~""ld 

calendar ~ : The : United : ~ -: All : : shiprr~ents lJI carcass 
year : Canada :Netherlands: Kingdom : Geriila.ny ~ ~u~a : other. : Total :vreight equivalent l/2/ 

Beef & veal: • 
------- Mil. lbs. J.:iil. lbs~ .Hil. lbs •. Fil. lbs. :u:n. lbs. liiL lbs., Mil .. lbs., Milo lbs. 

1951 : 
1952 : 

Lamb & mutton: 
1951 ! 

1952 
Pork 

1951 
1952 

Sausage 
1951 

: 

: 
lq:::z· • 

Tot;_l cieat 3/; 

·8.3 
9.3 

0.1 

21.9 
4.5 

0.4 
. 0.1 

14.8 
13 .. 1 

0.1 

---~ ----

5.7 
28.3 

0.1 
le2 

.26,.9 
34.9 

0.2 
0.1 

3 .. 2 
4 .. 2 

0.2 
0.3 

12.8 
16.0 

5.1 
4.3 

11.6 
14.7 

0.2 
0.,4 

82.2 
96.8 

5,.7 
5/4o5 

20 
6/25 

1 
6/ 1 

136 
6/148 

195). -: 31..1 14.,8 Oo1 . ~.( : .27.3 25.1 · 102,.7 157 
· 1952 - ~ 14 .. 6 13 .. 1 · --- 28.3 · · . 36~4 _ · 25.6 : ua .. o ~174 

. ·-.-- ! __:_----.----. --------~-=--=-~'IiTq)orts _--_-.-~_-__ · - '-------

Product : · ProcL<ct weight, by co,_m-t;=:,- of ·ori£in : Tote.l imports, 
and : ~ The : : · : . ; : : : : ---:carcass weight 

calendar : Cs.nada : Hether-: Denmark: Poland :Ar:.::entina: Urub"'uav: J::1e:x:ico: New : All : Total : equivalent 
~ v '7 , d -'-' 

Year • • lands • • • • • .lilea .... an • o~,ner • • 2; ,:__ ____ .. , . . . ~ . . . . . --L----
l. Ei l.lbs_,--}.fil "l_b_s_" I\fil-.. -1-b s-:Tr_il_~_lb_s_, __ = :i-~:1 b s::-l.-iil-.-1·&-s;· Mi-l-~ 1-b-s-.-M-"i~f::ib_s_!> I.F3.l. ]bs.-·r61 "lb-s-,.-. -Hil.l b s e 

Beef & veal 4· --- ---- --- ---- -- ·----
1951 .:-~ 82cl -- 0~3 -- 14J.o7 18.7 46,.4 -- 18.,8 
1952 : 1.4 --- -- -- 107Q4 16.9 56~5 50.6 19.8 

La"'T',b & mut-ton; · · 
1951 
1952 

·Pork · 
:1951 
-1952 . 

Total meat .. 

2.7 

22.4 
18 .. 5 

16.-.2-
20.-3 

4.Z: -5a1 · --
8.9· ·9.4: . --

0,..3 3.,7 
6o2 

-- -- -- 1 .. 1 . . . 
4.9 -- --

308 .. 0 
252.6 

6.7 
6o2 

49.0 
62.0 

468 
382 

7 
6 

51 
72 

1951 : 107.,2 16c2 4c.5 5.1 141.7 18.7 46c4 : 0.3 23~6 363.7 526 
1952 ~. 19~9 20w3 8.9· 9.4 107,.4 16.9 . 56,5 .50.6 30,9 320,.8 460 

1'7 Includes shiprents to .?mirto Rico ""T"Virgin Islands only. Ho data ·a-iailab!e--oil-shiprr!ents to other terri­
tories.. 2/ 1952 data are com:!_)uted according to sligl].tl;r revised. converdon factors. 3/ Includes cured and 
other canl'fedmea.ts not elsewhere clasaified_. 4/Regularlv listed inoorts. In additio'Zf', some boneless beef, not 
separatel;r reported, we.s imported. 5j.!!:xcludes 9:ausa_ge. i;ngredie!'lts, no lcnger reported .. 6j Sl-...ipments estimated. 
Data on product "\\eight cOnipiled from ~:.f":: (1ommerce a...."ld ravigation of~ Uni-ted Ste:tes. 
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Table 9.- Ranlc of States in munber of cattle and oalves on farms January 1~ 1953 

.---:----··-·----·--·--··--···---·-··i- Beef.~o-attie and_o.alva·s-(caftli'lllot--for milk11 ) 

Rank: All cattle a:nd calves ~--·-:-~··--·· ··~fotai·---·-·-··-~---:·a·eef.coviS-2-:"years-e:nd'~ 
,··----s-;:u1;;- ·-·-;··w\.un.ber·~--·-s·tat~e-· .. ··---:·rru;lberl·;--·stafe .. --m·-·-···;~)r"\.Uii'ber -·-·--------·- ·--·--- -- ____ ... _ -·- ~--------···· .... -........... -. -~·-·· _ ........ , ______ , ... ______ .. ····----~---- .. -....- ..... -~ .... -·--···-._.----

Thousands Thoustlnds 'l'housands 
1 , Texas , •••••••• :-~·-·a~8b;f~ Te.xas , •••••• o •• :-7~2oY-1'exas • ~ •.•••••• ,:;:;·~-·3-;-enw 
2 Iovra •. , •••••••••• 6,113 Iowa •••••••••••• 4,393 Nebraska , ••• •·• •· •. • ls463 
3 N~braska ......... 4.965 Nebl·aska o~ .... , • 4:252 Kensas •• •• •• •,. •. , ·1,262 
4 Kanona ,, •••••••• 4»420 Kansas ·~··•••••t 3,560 Oklahoma ·~····••; 1,161 
5 1'iisoonr:in ou ..... 4,152 Hissouri .......... 2,494 S• Dakota· ........ , 1,074 
6 hiss ouri •••• , • • • 3 & 9 50 S. Dakota ~ ••• , • • 2, 479 Montana· ••••••• , • • 980 
7 Illinois •••••••.~ 3,861) Illino:is •••••••• 2,343 Missouri •• .,...... 902 
8 1 Minnesota o. ...... 3~750 Oklahoma ....... •o 2,329 Iowa ,.., ...... ~. •• • 842 
9 California •••••• 3,283 Montana ••••••••• 2,003 California ·~~·Q•e 786 

10 Oklahoma ~··~···• 3,218 California ••·••• 1,870 Colorado ••••··~•• 749 
11 s. Dakota •••••• \ 3 5 052 Colorado •••••••• 1,870 Florida •••••••••• 731 
12 Qhj.o •••••••••••• 2,416 ~·1innesota b•••••• 1,411 ·Louisiana ··~·"••f 713 
13 ~rew York ........ 2,311 F'lorida ....... ,,. 1,376 New J:iexico, ........ 644 
14 Montana ........ ~ 2,172 Louisiana ••••••• 1,241 Illinois ... H•••• 552 
15 Colorodo •••••••• 2,161 New r<exioo •••••• 1,167 W~oming ·~··•••••• 539 
16 Michigan, ....... 2,003 1Jityoming ,. •••• 1 .o 1~118 l'.ississippi ...... 500 
17 Indiana ••••••••• 1,997 N. Dakota ••••••• 1,.;111 Alabama n•••••><. 468 
18 Pennsylv·ania ,..o 1,897 Indiana ......... ~ 1,021 Arizona ......... , 463 
19 Mississippi ••••• 1,888 Oregon ;,9o••••••• 995 :~T. Dakota ••••••• , 463 
20 Ken tuok~,r • ".,.... 1, 843 Mississippi o.... 988 Oregon • , ••••• , • • • 426 
21 Tennessee ••••••• 1~774 Ala·oruna ••••••••• 936 Arkansas ••••••••• 365 
22 Louisinna ••••••~ 1,771 Kentucky ••••~••• 914 Kentuoky ••••••••• 318 
23 N. Dakota •••···~ 1~742 Arizona ••••••••• 69'7 Georgia ·····••••••• 313 
24 Alabama • ~....... 1 i 70S Idaho •.......... 850 }:ITevnda ••••••••• ~ Q 312 
25 Florida ......... , 1,662 Ohio,........... 838 Idaho ......... "',. 308 
26 ArkalJSns ........ l,b05 .Tennessee • .,..... 785 Virginia'''"'"'' 286 
27 Virsinia ••••••u 1,383 Arkansas u...... 783 Tennessee •• ,...... 280 
28 s Creson ........... 1,374 Georgia .......... 741 Indiana ..... ..... 266 
29 I Gooq;&a oo•••~··· 1;;358 Virginia "~·····" 65G Minnesota •••••••• 262 
30 new l'"exico •••• , ~ ls250 Washin.zton , ••• , , 626 Utah •••••••• , • , • • 255 
31 Idaho •••••··••••• 1,227 .Nevada ••••••~••• 588 ·washington ••••••<' 241 
32 Wyoming .• ,. ••••••• 1,201· Utah............ 557 Ohio ............ ~ 152 
S3 Washington ••••• , 1, 0 52 H:t ohigan •••• , • , .• 464 W ~ Virginia ~ •• , v • 121 
34 Arizona •• •• ••• ,. 974 'v<•'isoonsin , •• , • • • 412' N~ Caroli.na ••••• • 102 
35 N. Carolina ••••• 892 Pennsylvania •••• 338 s. Carolina •••••• 92 
3~ Utah· •• ; •••••••.• , 733 w. Virginia • • • • • 296 Michigan • , ••• , , .•. 70 
31 l Nevada ••••• ' ••• c 624 n. carolina • • • • • 294 PennsylVania 0,. ~. 63 
38 11/. Virginin , ••• , 617 s. Co.rolina • • • • • 214 ~''isconsin • , •• , • , • 37 
.39 ::aryland •••••••. ~ 529 New York , •• , ••• , - 147 Maryland ••••• , •• o 30 
40 s. ·Carolina ...... 473 Varyland •••••••• 142 :New York ••••••••• 25 
41 . : Vermont •• , • • • • • • 466. 11aine , •••••••• , • 30 Maine ••••••••••• • 8 
42 Eaine ...... ,.... • • 239 · Vermo~t • , •.• , • • • • 2 5 Delawa·re •••••••• , 3 
43 New Jersay ••••• , "225 .. New Jersey • , • • • • 15 Vermont •••• , • • • • • 5 
44 Massachusetts • • • 18~ Delavrare ••••••• ~ 12 New Hampshire • , • , 2 
45 Connecticut •••• , 184 Hassachusetts , ,, • 12 ~!assachusetts ••• o 2 
46 : .l'few Ha.".'lps:•ire • • • 120 Connecticut • , • • • 10 New Jersey ••••• ~. 2 
47·: De~aware oq•• ••• 75 New Hampshire ••• 9 Connect~out Ct·•·•· 1 
48 ' .Khode Island • • • • 28 Rhode Isl,arid ••• • . 1 Rhode Island ••.,. 1 

United s~~ t<?_ta.!....!··9'!.~~- ----~~!!._?___ --~ !2~~ 
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Table 10.- Rank of states in n1m1ber of milk bows and sheep on farms January i, 
1953 and pigs saved 1952 

: · Milk oowsz yee.rs-:--·-~-.-..-··,..:.,__ __ . ________ .. ____________ .. :,_~ ~-·--:-:------·-;-
k and over ; .t\_U: sheep and la'llbs : · Npm.ber. pigs saved 2J 

Ran : state ·-:-~-.-:~~~- Niunper:~-~-*-ate-·-·-------;-· Nu1nb-er'"":· ... :·ustate--:--.·~-;:-N~.nber 
---- -·---~-ih)?p~9.p.fu!. --~--,--·-.,...-·-:-- .'th.i.~s~nd_i ...... -----... - -.-:~ ... ·.·"J.h.Qil_,s~ds · · · 

1 Wiscons.in .•.•.•·.•.•.• 2.~504. .Texa·~ •••• , • , • u C, 511 !ow'a · •.• • •.•.•.•.• , •. ~9 ,.57,4 
2 Minne·sQta .•.•.•,• .... ~·: .1.,:4P4. ''Wyon1:ing .. · •• ·.,., 2,261 ·· Illino,i:s .•.•.•.·.•.· 1~.302 
3 New :Yo:t:k: •.••.•. • •.• .. 1,,_~~9 , .. :· Cf!lli;t'ornia • , • • • ·2,003 Ind:i,ana· •.•. • •·•.•.•, · 7,·"932 
4 Iowa •·• ......... •.•, •. 1,145.. Colore.do • , •• • • • 1,.838 Mi~. esota. .. ,., •. ~o.,..,-~,163 
5 T . . . ... 1 0 .. 8.5 1 '78Q h .!:L SSOUrl r ''· 1 '' 1 • 324 exas-· ........... ~ •.o... ,. . l\'iontana o •• ; ••• .- , • 0 o • ,, ........... • .. • 
6 Ohio'·.-!.••• ...... 1•0141,01.9 .utah.·.·· ••.••••••••• 1,528 Nebraska ....... , 4/)31 

],~:t. s sour~ · · · · 
7 Pennsylvall~4~~~~ ... .989 .. New.Mexioo ••••• 1 1 419 Wisconsin •uu 3,468 
8 }.l[ichigan ••••••• 963 ·Iowa ••••••••••• 1$399 Georgia··~~·.,, 2,670 
9 r I11ionis .. q... Q31 .. Ohio ........... 1~:528 s. Dakota n•n 2,414 

10 California •• ~~;.··:.857 Idaho ..... ~ .... 1,113 lifo ca.rolina.~,-y-.1,823 
11 z Tennessee .... ~,.. '701 s. Dakota. ...... 1,084 Alabama ........ :).,757. 
12 , Kentucky • ~. H ~ ~. 6.81 l'.~innesota • <- ... , 971 •rennessee ·"., .• . 1._..~27 
13 Indiana •.•••••·~ 67~. ~\issouri ..... u 943 Kansas ...... .,~. 1,7~:1:-,: 
14 Mississippi .•.• •. •. . . 59J ·Nebraska .,. , •• , , 810 . Kentucky ...... .;o ._. • 1 1 688 ·· 
15 · .· .·.. . Illinois ~ < ..... , 789 · Texas ...... •.•.•.•.•.• 1,666 
16 1 Kansas •• •.•.• •.•.•.•. . 580 ·. . Oregon " .. · ••• , .. 674 Michigan. •.• .o.• .• ~ 1 ~ 459 
17 Oklahoma .•••.•. •. o .• 5.58 Kentucky ••••• o. 668 · · · Vi're;inie, f.• .• •. •. • 1.; 193 
18 , Virginia •.• .. ... . 484 · Ind,iana ... , .. • • 530. Pennsylvania •• 1,111 
19 : Arkansas · ••• · .·: ;.; · 4.62 Kansas • • • • • • • • • 52$ Oklahoma ~ • ." •· ~. 987 
20 Nebraska.'~~~·::.;. · 45() N. Elako"l:;a ...... 513 s .. Carolina... 952 
21 Alabgma. •••••• , • · 444 . Nevada •• , • • • • • • 505 · T~iss3.ssippi. ~.. 910 
22 N~ Dakota·~~~;~~· 422 Michigan • • • • • • • 452. 
23 N. carolina·;~~~ · · ·399 ·Arizona • • • • • • • • 190 Florida·~~;~~;.··· 852 
24 Georgia : ~: ~; ·~;. 387 We.shington • • • • • 338 Ark~nsa.~· ;~;~.. 827 
25 : s. Dakota· ·.: ~ ~ ~ ~ · · 350" w. virginia pH. 321 Louisiana· ', ·, • • • 7 57 
26 Louisiana· ~·~ ~: ~ ~ 349 Virginia • • • • . Z18 
27 Vermont .• ·.·:.·.·.·.·~· 293 Tennessee • • • • • • 274 
28 Wa:shington · ••• · .. ~ · · .275 Wisconsin • • • • • • 273 
29 l.~aryla.nd • • • • .• •.• 2 55 Pennsylvania •• e 25 4 
30 Oregon ••••••••• 233 New York ••••••• 162 
31 : W • ·Virginia • • • • 226 ; . Oklahoma. • , •• •.. 131 
32 Idaho ••.•.•••• •.•.• 22:?.. touisj ana •• , , • • 122 
33 z Colorado ..•• •. •.•.,. 182 Mississippl • • • • 83 
34 S .: ~:caroU~~ .. ~ ~ • • 168 N. Carolina .. • • 48 
35 z Florida • •• ~, •. • 158 j}e.ryla.nd •••••• , 4G 
36 New Jersey'.~ ... · ·155 Arkansas. 0?... .. A2 
37 Massachusetts· ; ; • · · 12a Maine • , • • • • • • • • 2~ 
38 Maine.:::.;::~~ 122 Alebama·........ 2~ 
39 Connecticut· : ·~. ~ '12'9 Nevr Jersey • • • • • 14 
40 utah •• ::. ~. ~ · •• ~ · 111 Georgie.· • • • .. .. • • 13 
41 Monta.Jla·. ·• · •• , •• ·• ~ · 110 ~!ia..ssachusetts • • 11 

N. Dakota. • , • • • 718 
California· •.• ·• ... 647 
Me. ryland· ......... , 412 
Colorado .. •.• • •.• 366 
New . Yo.r.k .•. •. •.. • • 342 
r\·ontana. ......... •.•,•. 268 
w. Virgi.q~~-·~· 256 
I da.ho o , • • • • • • • 2 52 
Oregon.~.· •• ~:~ 237 
Weshinct6n ~~~~ · · · 200 
lirew Jersey·~ •• ;~ '155 
l'.~asse.ohusetts ··~: 132 
Utah •• ~:.: •••• · : ·94 
v:yoming ••• ~ ~ ·• • 83 
New Nexic6 .~~. 73 
Delaware · •••• , • 66 

42 : New Hampshire • • 70 vermont· .•.••••••• 10 
43 New !o,r.exi"c'o· ·,;;;.; 55 Connect~. cut •• , , 9 

l\'Ia.ine * ·• · •• •• ·• ·• • • 51 
Co nne cti cut' • , , 42 

44 Arizona· ·p· •• ·, .·.·;; 52 Nev.r Hampshire .• • 9 
45 Wyomin~ :.:.:.· !:~·,,:t·.· 50 Se Carolina •• , • 4 
46 Delaware ••• • ; ~, 42 Ii~le.ware ·• •••••• · 3 
47 : Rho'de .. ·[s1ari<i· .~. 20 Florida ······•u• 3 

U 48 : Nevada •••.•••••. " . 17 Rhoae ··r sla.nd •• , 2 

!7nited States total •• 23,996·.·. 31,6lf 
_ Total o£ pigs ·saved from spring and -tan p:l.g cr-opso-IT9""'5""2.-.-----. 

Arizon~·;;..... 33 
Nevada·;,.·..... 29 
Vermont·....... 26 
New Hariipshire , 24 
Rho de ·r sJ:and • .. 7 

~~··-

·91 t785 
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Table 11 •• Rank of States in liveweight of far.m produot~on 
of mea·t animals, 1952 1/ 

: Cattle ~~~-o·al!~-~==(::§E~!-!:~.lamb!! _ =~.:_-- Hogs 
State P1·oduction2 State Produo·tion:- - State Produo~tion 

----------M1T:-Ths • ··--· --Mi.J::""''l be,, · • Milo lbs, 
1 Texas .... , •••••• 2,286- Texas .. 9 ....... , liT Iowa ....... -~.·~·• 4,.501 
2 Iowa •••••••.••••• 1,821 California ·~9·•• 100 Illinois ••••••••• 2,394 
3 Nebraska •• , • 1 •• , 1, 493 Colorado o, •• , 1,. 100 Indiana ·•,,.,..... 1,:725 
4 Kansas ~···~·-•••• 1,~0 Wyoming ••••••••• 87· Nirmesota ••~••••• 1,:411 : ' ·~t~~~:f :. 1 1.... l !~~~9 r.':odnhtana , , •• • ••• , 7e84 Mis·s·ouri •••• , 1,, 1 11,.3114 

Minue.sote. I • • • • • I 1 ,oe . I a o • •' ,· • • • • • • • 71 Ohio • • • ,. • • • •· • • • • • , 08 
7 : ·cal11'ornJ.a ••• 1 o. 96 Iowa ·• 1., ••• , , •• • Nebraska.,,.('-•• ., • • · 962 
a : Oklahonla ••• ' • • • • 953 utah .••• ·~· .- •.•• ' •• I 65 Wis-consin .•• I I •• 0 • 75'l. 
9 : sl Dakota ' •• I I. I sea Minnesota 'I .••• ' 58 s •. Dakota 6 ••• I~ I' 575 

10 Wisqon·~in •••••• 1 B67 Hissouri ·.,...... 54 Kansas .• , •••••• , , , 402 
11 : Colorada • o .. , ., , 680 Ohio •••• ·;,.,. • • , ., 52 
12 Uontana • ~, ••• ·,. • 624 s, Dakota , • , , , , 11 49 Georgia. • •• •. •., •, 399 
13 ' Ohio . ·,". ~ u • •. • .. 577 Kentucky , &! .. n, ~~ 46 Texas • •. • •. •, • •• , 383 
14 c Indiana , • • • • • • • • 546 New I1ftexico ••• , • , 46 Tennessee. , •• , • ~,. 380 
15 t Uiohigo.n •,, •••• t 452 Nebraska ••• , • , • • 45 Kentuoky • , •• , , , • • · 361 
16 t N .. Dakota ~•••••• 451 Illinois-~ •• ~.... 44 N. Carolina. •••••• 345 
17 a New York • 1 • • • • • • 429 Oregon c. 1 , •••• , , 39 Alabama , , ••••• • •. . 317 
16 : Kentucky •• •·•• ••• 426 Kansas , ,, ,,,,,,.. 37 Mi-chigan·..,,. •••••. - 304 
19 1 Tennessee ••••••• 371 Indiana .. , •• , .... , 28 Virgini-a. ••••••••• 244 
20 Wyom-ing ••• , •••• , 361 N. U&lilota , e ••• ., , 25 Pennsylvania •,. •, · 221 
21 t Pennsylvania • •.. 342 Hiohigari -.-,~e.,.. 21 Oklahoma ...... , .. 218 
22 a Oregon ~~, •••••• •. 330 Nevada ••••••••• o 20 l'!iasitssippi • , •.• • • 172 
23 Arkansas , •• , • , , , 323 ,r.rashington .... , • 20 s.· ·ca:rol:ina 'o •. •, 168 
24 t Idaho .•• , , •••• , • • 309 Virginia , •••••• , 19 Arkansas • • • • • • • • • 160 
25 1 New l.i.exico , • • • • • 309 w .. Virginia "... 19 :r-r. ·oaxota .. • • .. .. 160 
26 l Mississippi • • • • • 306 Tenness~e I...... 16 ca.!ifomia ... ... • • i24 
27 a Arizona , , •••••• , 15 Florida .... ~-· ~. • .- il-9 
26 , Aiabarna • • • • • • • • • 281 Wisconsin ••••• , • 15 JJouisiaria • • •• -, .-.. l~l~-4 
29 Loui .. i 276 ok1 h -a colorado ••••• ••• , 

u ana ••••••• a ama. •••••••• - 1 d 
30 Virginia .... , • • • 275 Pennsylvania .. ,·o 8 lff-t:YYm ::::::;:: 7l 
31 ~"Tashington , • • • • • 259 l'iew York ••••• , • • 6 Uontana .••.••••• , •• 63 
32 Arizona. • , • , , • • • • 233 l'i:ary1and • • • • • • • • _2 W , .. Virginia •" •• , • 61 
33 Florida • , •• ••,.. 229 N. Carolina , , , " 2 Ida:ho , , • , ..... •,.. ·53 
34 Georgia • , • , , • , • , 217 Hississippi ••• , , 2 Oregon· •.,., ••• ,, • 53 
35 Utah ~. ~, ...... ,. 181 Lpuisiana • , •••• , 2 washington .. • .. • • 45 
36 Nevada ..... , ... , 139 Main_e •• , , ••••• " 1 New• Jersey , ,·o 1 .. • 29 
37 w. Virginia , , • , • 126 Arkansas , ••• '~'., l Masseic'husetts •• , • 26 
38 N. Carolina • • • • • 123 Alabama • • • • • • • • • 1 Utah , ••• , •• , •• -... 19 
39 Haryland ••• , , • • • 96 New: Jersey • • • • • • 1 Wyom:ing ··.-~ .- ••• •·,, 18 

. '17 40 Vermont • • • • • • • • • 75 Hassachusetts • , , 1 New Hexioo ••••••• 
41 s. carolina • • • • • 68 Connecticut ••• I. 2/ De1·a:wa:re • •.• • • • •.• • 12 
;; liaine ••••••• , • , • 4463 Vermont ••••• ~, 1, .-~¥ HainEt ., ~· .......... : ·10 
":tV New Jersey • • •.• • • New Hampshire , • • c. Connecticut ••• , •• : 8 

4445 Connecticut • ~.,. 3227 Georgia ••• ,_,.... 2''// Arizona ... , • , • • • • 7 
Nassaohusetts , , • Delq.ware •• , , , , , • '1./ Hevada · ~ •. ~ •••••• • · 6 

46 a New Hampshire • •• 22 Rhode Island .. • • .Y, Vermont • ....... · .. · 6 
47 , Delaware • .. .. .. • 14 s. c~rolina • • • • • 2'/ New Hampf;lhire ·.,.. • · . 5 
48 Rhode Island •••• 4 Florida. ••••••••• f/ Rhoae Island ••••• ~ 

United states total •• 23,491 i,4o8 . _ "· · . 2o,6]d 
!7 Liveweight produced during year by livestook on fanne. -'Preliminary data. 
!( Less than 500,000 lbs. 
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THE PHESBNT CY0LE IN CATTL.'S··A R.BAPPRAISAL 

by Harold F~ Breimyer 

:trow that cattle slaughter is movin~; rapidly upward following a 
cyclical expansion in production, the crucial question is as to how muoh 
farther it will go, 

In the October 1951 end l7arch-April 1952 issues of this SHnation, 
projections of oe.ttle numbers and beer supply were made ror severaT-years 
ahead, be.sed on the history of previous cycles, Those pro,jeotions will 
here be reviewed and reappraised. 

In the projec·bions published last yeE\r, a cattle inventory of' 100 
:milUons was indioe:bed for 1955, Atmual cattle and calf slaughter for 1955 
was set at 38.7 million head, and be~f end vee.l consumption at 81 pounds .per 
per sou~ 

Those projections still appeo.r accurate in a general way. But the 
cattle e~lcle he.s speeded up. It is reaching its crest a little faster and 
earlier than appeared likely a year ago, 'fhe original projected data now 
requj.re a new examination~. 

To aid in a reappraisal the charts on page 22 were drawn., They 
present on a single scale the record for each previous cycle of the munber 
of' cattle and oal ves on fe.n~s (upper chart) and the number slaughtered each 
year (lower chart), For both charts the low point in inventories is taken 
as the first year of each cycle. The first up- and down- swing; in numbere 
that is charted began in 1896 and ended in 1912; the next v!as in 1912-28" 
follovred by 1928-38 e.nd 1938-49; and then or.rne the expansion ·bhe..t began il'J. 

1949. The Chart reveals the marked sir11ilarity in oyoles in inventory m.un .. 
bers, particularly in the expansion phaae. Previous periods of expansion 
have varied from 6 to 8 years in len;;th. Humbers have declined over 
periods las-bing from 4 ·l:;o 10 years~ 

Cyclical ·trends in slaughter have been less uniform then those in 
numbers. Yet a general pattern recurs9 Slaughter ord:l.narily dips to a 
low a·t; about t~he second or third year of the cycle, when numbers on farms 
begin to make big strides upward. A little lnter, when the larger cow 
herd he.s begun ·to produce more calves, slaughter itself starts to risee 
Slaughter ret:J.chee its high point a little afte1· the peak in numbers on 
farms has passed, though the exact position varies from cycle to cycle, 

In the present cycle, numbers on farms have been climbing sinoe 
1949, The rate of slaughter is now on the upgrade, and numbers on farms 
ere increasing at a much slower paoe than her-Jtofore. In fact, it would be 
possible for slaughter to be large enough in 1953 to halt completely the 
expansion in inventory numbers. The most lil<:ely prospect nevertheless is 
for mrmbers to climb a little more, to around 96 or 97 million hee.d next 
January 1 and ·to a peak of 98 or 99 million the following ,lanuary· (table 13). 
This pro,jection corresponds to the behavior of previous cycles, as lilay 'be 
seen from the upper chart. Also, it is consistent with the sharply in­
creased slaughter of steers and heifers this year but only moderately 
increased slaughter of ooY.,rs. Not until cow slaughter rises substantially 
will total cattle numbers turn down, 
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Table 12 o- Number of cnttle on fe.rms, number sh.tlghtered, end beef s1-~pply, 
1947-52 and forecast for UlS3 

I 

1947 I 80,554 22,404 13,726 361130 466 117 10,432 1.605 68?6 10,7 79.3 
1948 77,171 19,177 12,378 31,555 473 115 9,075 1,423 62o2 9,4 71.6 
1949 76,830 18$765 11,398 30,163 503 117 9,439 1,334 63.~0 8.8 n~s 

1950 ' 77,963 18,624 10,504 29,128 512 117 9.~538 lg230 62.,5 7-/J 70~4 

1951 82,025 17 ~100 8,913 26,013 517 117 8~843 1,061 55 .. 2 6~6 6lo8 
1952 87,844 18 J 566 9,390 27,956 ,;1519 y1~s 9.~ 628 lil70 61 .. 0 7.1 68,1 

: 
1953 y': 93,696 22.,000 ll,OOO 33i-OOO 508 126 11~200 1,380 70 8 7.8. 

r 
I7 .Ntm1.ber-ori' f ormsisprel1mTnary"est'ir.\ate; -ari ot hervai\iesai:e-foi·eca:st ~----­
"!) Estimate. Aotue.l weight not yet re'l?orted, 

Table 13,- Projections based on "nor.'t:r.lal" cycle .for· nur:1bor of catUe on fe.rmc, 
number slaughtered and beef supply.~~ 1054-58 y 

--·--:-Trumber.I"----··-- .. --------··TAv·~~die-ssecr:-~~-f-1\nd --: --B-;;;·;;d-~eal 
: oattle : Number : weJ.ght por : veal s consLUaed 
1 and 1 slaughtered t haad t produced 1 per pe1·son 

Year 1 oo.l vea : : slaughtered s t 
:on farms:- ·---;---;c·a.ufe .-·--, -·-·~· =··- 1 -·,---~-~---~Beef 

: ~ranuary3Cattle:Calvest and tCattle~Calvest Beef' 1 Veal~ Beef t Veal: and 
_ r 1 : t ;oalvos: : t : : i :veal 
·~--:i ~ ooo--l-,oocf1,ooo .. T;ooo-----·-·-····~·----·-·-·r,r.rL ______ I:.1Ii:---·--·--· ·--~··~-

head head hee.d head Lbo Lb. lb.. lb· Lb ·· Lbe Lb. --- - ......... - --·-·-· ...,_,,. __ 
1954 973000 23,200 12,000 35,100 495 127 11~500 1 ~525 71 9 80 
1955 99,.000 24 .. 250 13,450 37,700 485 128 1lg800 1, 725 72 '10 82 
1956 991000 25,250 14~850 40,,100 480 126 12,100 1,875 73 11 84 
195'7 97,000 25,200 15.100 40,300 475 124 12~000 1,875 71 11 82 
1958 ~ 94,500 24)550 14i650 39,~200 480 122 11;800 1.800 70 10 80 

~Jht1ons based enHrelyon oh11r·t"sor·~ cycles sriown-oJ.1-par;e 22 ... --'l'Ea:s--rs·;-­
they show the approximate level of slaughter and beef supply to be expected if num­
bers on farnts contj_nue upward in 1953 and 1954, completing a typical 6-yee.r oyclioal 
Upswing, a:nd then decline later~ They are based on a fm.-ecast of 33 million hoad of 
~attle and calves slaughtered in 1953, 18 percent more than in 1952. As slaughter 
. 0 date has beon more ·than 20 percent above 1952, a year--total of more then 33 mil­
lion is a real possibility. 
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Seleoted ~~ioe Statistios tor Meat Animals,~, 

Jm.-Karoh Av. 

Item Unit 1962 

Cattle and oalves 1 1 

Beef steera, daug'lter y aDollars pe:ra 
Chioago, Prime , •••••••• , •••••••••••• ~ •••.•••• alOO poUDde . 1 37.14 

154.66 
31.64 

Choice ••.••••••••••••••••.••••••••••••••••• s dO. 1 
Good ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ·~ s 
CODDnercial ••••• , , ••••• , •• , ••••••••••• , •• • ,' J 

Utility •.•.•••••.••••••.•••.••••.•...•••••• I 
All grades , • , •••• , ••••••••••••••••••• · ••• 1 

Omaha, all grades •••••••••••••••••••••••••••' 
s1·oux City, all grades •••••••••••.•••••.•••••• 1 

Cowa, Chioago y a 
C011111ero ial ..••••••.•• •·• .•••.••.....••..... _ .. t 
Utility " ... •.• ·-· •.•.•... -.......••.•...•...••• I 
Canner and Cutter •.••••.••••••• • ••• II! ••••••••• a 

Vealers, Choioe an,d Prime • Chioago • • • • • • • • • • .a 
Stooker and feeder steers, Kansas City ···~···•I 
Prioe received' by farmers , L 

Hogs 

Beet oattle . • •• ~ •.••••••••••••• • •. · ••••• ·• •.•·•. 1 

Veal oalves ••••••••••••••••••. • •.••••••• : •.••• ~ ~ 

Barrowa aDd gilts 
Chioago 

160.180 pounds •• •-o ••••• • •••• • ••••• • • ••• •·• • r 
180.200 pOunds ............................. r 
200.220 pounds ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
220-240 pounds ~··•••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
240-270 pounds ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
270-300 pounds ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

All weights •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Eight market a y ......... • ................. • ~ a 

Sows; Chicago •••••••• .: ••••••••••• • .•••••••••••• a 
Prioe received by farmers ••••••••••••••••~••••• 
Hog-oorn prioe ratio ~ 1 

Chioago • barrows and gilts ... •,. ,,, • , ..... , • 
Prioe reoeived by farmers, all hogs •••••••t 

I 

Sheep and lambs 1 

Sheep 
Slaughter ewes • Good and Choioe. ,Chicago ••• , 1 
Prioe reo~ived by· farmers ••••••••• , ••.• , •••• , 1 

~~ I 

Slaughter, choioe and Pr~e. Chioago. ••••••I 
Feeding, Good and Choioe, Omaha, .... • .~.,.,. "~ 
Prioe reoeived by farmers ••• ,.~··••••••·~···• 

All •at animala 
Index number prioe reoeived by tarmer1 

(1910-14-100) ............................ ·-· •••• 
I 

do. 
,do·. 
do. 
do, 
do. 
do. 

do. 
do, 
do. 

, do. 
do. 

do. 
doe 

do. 
'do~' 
dO,; 

do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do.;, 
do. 

do'. 
do. 

I 26.~ 
a· 26.19 

SS.61 
32.36 
32.09 

,24.,09 
21.1!9 

I' 19.09 
37.60 

I 31,76 
I 

I 27 o40 
Sl.OS 

17,.00 
l 17.89 

17.93 
17.66 
17.19 
16.71 
17.30 

,,1 17.06 
16.12 
17.10 

I 

I 9oS 
lOoS 

I' 

14.74 
13o'l50 

26.2<6 

376 

Meat 1 1 

Wholesale, Chioago : a Dollars per1 
Steer beef oaroan, Choioe. 60u-600 pounds·y1100 pounds 1 66.26 
~ oaroass, Cboioe. 30-40 pounds •••• ,,, • ~ •• a . do. ~4.13 
Composite hog produots. inoluding lard 1 

72,84 pounds fresh ••••••••••••••••••••••••' Dollar• 
Avera~e per 100 pounds ••• •' ••• , ••• , •• • ... 1 

71. 32 pounds' fresh and oured •• , • ~. , •••• , • , 1 

Average per 100 pound a •••••••••• ·• ~ •••••• · a 
. Index n:umber 111eat prioes (BLS) , 1 

Wboleaale 19<67-49:100 

do. 
clo. 
do, 

19.61 
26.76 

.22.69 

JJm a or mo aer ea pu 1 s • pen o 

1962 
1963 a llaroh 

28.76 
26~00 
22.28 
19.94 
17.60 
23.81 
21.77 
21.72 

16.64 
14.58 
13;.09 
30.67 
21.28 

18.77 
21.83 

( ' 

19.28 
20.02 
20.04 
19.89 
19.68 
19.17 
19.60 
19.49 
17.22 
19.10 

12.6 
13.1 

9.60 
8.66 

22.63 
20.46 
23.33 

37.68 
34.69 
Sl.S4 
28.17 
26.38 
33.41 
31 .• 90 
31.49 

·24.29" 
i2.d1 
19~26 
37.8.0 
31.99 

16.69 
17~22 
17.36 
17.16 
16.78 
16.34 
16.77 
16.71 
16.11 
16.70 

9il 
10.1 

14.66 
13.20 

26.96 

26.60 

'372 

40.60', 64.64 
43.22 ,_¥63.00 

21.21 
29.12 
24.66 
34;,42 

19.SO 
26.60 
22.63 
31.715 

Feb. 

27.42 
24:~49 
22.03 
19.67 
17.20 
23.41 
21.64. 
21.56 

16.36 
14,;.62 
1S.2S' 
32.68 
20.91 

18.80 
22.60 

19.34 
20.07 
20.08 
19.92 
19.6<6 
19.24 
19.72 
19e66, 
17.15 
19.30 

22.66 
20.01 
20.46 

306 

39.96 
42.30 

21.33 
. 29.28 
2f.72 
34.66 

1963 

llaroh a April 

24.76 
22.68 
20.86 
19.015 
17.16 
21.98 
20.67 
20.'ta 

16.64 
14.60 
12.96 
28.~ 
21.19 

17.80 
'20.60 

20.1.0. 
20'e94 
21.00 
20.94 
20.78 
20.49 
20.78 
20.62 
18.65 
20.20 

lS.~ 

13.8 

10.26 
8~69 

23.18 
20.83 
20.150 

SOl 

37.18 
43.66 

21.94 
30.12 
26.f7 
S6.7i 

17.l50 
19.60. 

20.70 

14.2 

6.50 

20.80 

299. 

f/ Grade na.es as used begiriniur; January 1961. · · , , t Chioago. st. Louie N. s. Y •• Itansas City. ~. Sioux City, ,S. st;. Joseph. s. ' st •. paul,. ll11d Indianapo1i•· 
Dumber bulhell of OOI'D equivalent in value to 100 pounds or lhe hogs. 

Y 40-60 pound lllllb oaroaas February and Maroh 1962. 
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Selected marketing, slaughter and stocks statistics for meat animals ~d meats 1/ 

Item·· Unit 
ti414•._..-~-

Meat animal marketings 
Index number (1935-39=100) 

stooker and feeder shipments to 
9 'corn Belt States : 1,000 

cattle and calves ••••••••••••••••• :bead 
Sheep and lambs •••••••••• , •••••••• 1 do. 

Slaughter under Federal inspection 
Number slaughtered 

Cattle , ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• : do, 
Calves •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• : do. 
Sheep and lambs •••••••••••••••••••· do, 
Hogs •• , ••• , ••• , • , •• , ••••••••••• , • , . do, 

Percentage sows ••••••••••••••o••:Percent: 
Average live weight per head 

cattle •••••••••••··•••••••••••••• .:Pounds 
Calves ••••••••••••• , • , •••••••• , • • • • do, 
Sheep and lambs •••••••••••••••••••· do. 
Hogs ••• , • , ••••• , ••• , •• , •••••••• , ••• do. 

Average production 
Beer, per head ••••••••••••••• , ••••. do, 
Veal, per head ••••••••••••••••••••: do. 
Lamb and mutton! ;er head ••••••••• : do. 
Pork, per head !f ... • ............. : do •. 
Pork, per 100 pounds live weight !V: do. 
Lard, per hea_d •••••••.•••••••••••••. do. 

I' 

I 

Lard,, per .100 .. )jlOurtqs .live weight •• : . c1p. . , ·:. 
Total. ·produotion · · . :Million: 

Beef ••• · .••••••••••• • :. ~. ~ ••••• .-. ~-••• :-p'ounds: 
Veal •-•• •-• •-•• •• •• ~. •-•-• • •••.• -•• :.~ •• .-_ •• :·· dQ'e:_ 
Lamb and' ~utt_o:n .-~ ••• •. 4!. · •.•• _ ••••• -•. : do. 
POrk_ ·Y ·-~~ .. _· .. · ... ·;. ~ .. ~ .. _ ....... • ~-... : do~ 
La'N .'~· •.•••.•• · •••• · •••••••••••••• ; •· •. : do~ 

:. 
Total OQIIII!e~lil,l ~iadghter y 

Number slaughtered . . . . ll,Cloo. 
cattle ' •• • :;,:·-~rf-t...-e'"'t.~~~. -. ~ •· ••• ~ •••• =head . 
Calves .--.~. •. • t. ••.••••• •. •. • ..... • ••• :e • : do. 

. _ahtJ~P- .and la.n--~Ps ._ •••• _ •••• _ .••.••••• -._ •• : do. 
··Hog's' •••.•• , •••••• ; ••• -.- •• ~· ••••••. : ••• :do. : 

Tote:l production· · ' :Million: 
i'Beer •••• -•-(•-• •••••.• ~ •••• • •••••.•••• •. :pounds . : 
Veal •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• · do. 
Lamb and mutton • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • . do. 
Po.~k_ Y .... _• . ., .. _ -~ ._ ... _. ~--· ... ·-·-~. •.,• ~- ~--: do. 
Lard· •• · ••• e •. ~ •• ~ • ,.- •• -.- •••••••••••• •: dC). : 

Cold 1 stot~ge stocks f~r st of. II¥) nth : 
Bear· ·• -~ •• -. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • do~ 
Veal • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • . do. 
Lamb and r.n.1tton ••••.••••••••••••••••• : do. 

'do, 

·:·. 
.I 

I 

Jan.-March 

1952 

157 

461 
385 

3,009 
1,122 
3,004 

18,390 
5.1 

1,012 
188 
104 
244 

564 
107 

49 
.134 

55 
37 
15 

i,688 
119 
l~ 

2,463 
., 682 

4,1iO 
1,996 
3,224 

22,331 

2,217 
211 
157 

3,001 
'Tao 

1953 

150 

403 
370 

3,783 
1,410 
3,567 

15,779 
4.4 

1,001 
196 
102 
237 

557 
111 

50 
133 

56 
35 
15 

2·,101 
. i55 

173 
.2~093 
.. ~56 

I; 

1952 
Maroh 

150 

153 
126 

927 
397 
971 

5,776 
5.1 

1,004 
173 
105 
239 

561 
99 
50 

132 
55 
37 
16 

518 
39 
48 

760' 
213 

1,275 
700· 

1,038 
7,005 

685 
70 
51 

909 
245 

254 
1,2 
14 

794 

. \' '. 

135 

86 
90 

1,170 
422 

1,088 
4,550 

4.1 

1,005 
195 
103 
235 

562 
110 

49 
132 

56 
36 
15 

655 
46' 
53 

601 
158 

1,581 
725 

1,180 
,5,81!3 

866' 
81. 
57 

759 
i9o 

2~4 
23 
21 

6.9tl 

1953 

ltaroh· , 1 'April 

151 

124 
122 

1,299 
535 

1,190 
4,962 

4.2 

998 
160 
103 
231 

5EIO 
103 

49 
131 

67 
33 
14 

725 
55· 
58 

650, 
164 

254 
20 
24 

605 

oe.n,ned meats: and- canned meat produc~s, and edible 
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A matching projection for annual cattle and calf slaughter would 
carry to a high of around 40 million head. Th:i.s is a great deal more than 
the 33 million expected in 1953. But the present slaughter includes a 
rather high percentage of' ca·ttle and. low percentage of calves; and of the 
cattle, a large part is of fed cattle. In the next few years an increas­
ing percentage of ·(ihe ·total slaughter will be calves. Of the cattle 
slaughter, a rising percentage wlll be grass cattle. The result will be 
lowered average weights per headt The beef and veal supply for a growing 
consuming population will increase much less than would be indicated by 
the projections of number slaughtered. Beef might reach a top of 73 pounds 
per person, which would equal the previous record high of 1909. The pro­
jected 84 pounds of beef and veal, if attained, would be a new high for the 
two meats con1bined. 

These comparatively Mgh levels of beef and veal consumption repre­
sent a further gain over 1953, Nevertheless, most of the ·total increase 
from the 55 pounds of beef and the 62 pounds of beef. and veal in 1951 will 
have been completed by the end of 1963e 

All these indioations of future trends are projected on the basis 
of past cycles in oat·Ue. They are not forecasts. r:ruch could happen that 
would oause trends to depart from past patterns. The data here are in­
tended to gauge as accurately as possible the production potential of the 
present national cattle inventory, thereb~' showing its significance tor 
beet supplies in the next few years. 
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