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Beef and veal output lagged behind
population growth until this past year.
But with a sharp 28 percent increase
in 1953 it caught up with and surpassed
the population trend, exceeding even the
rather high 1900-09 ratio to population.
Beef consumption per person for the
year, at 75 pounds, was the highest in
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54 years of record.

Beef output in 1954 will not continue
as high as in 1953 but will be larger
than in other years. So long as con-
sumers’ incomes stay high the pro-
spective output will allow a modest im-
provement in cattle prices but no return
to 1951-52 levels.
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SUMMARY

Production of meat this winter is expected to be moderately smaller
‘than-last winter. Fewer cattle and lambs are on feed and hog slaughter
will be down.: The number of hoge still on farms from the spring plg crop
is less.than usual because the crop was smell and marketings were early.
Also, the supply of hoge for mid-winter slaughter ‘from the summer pig
crop will be below last year as the number of pigs raised last summer was
down from s year earlier. In addition, stocks of meat in cold storage
are smaller than a year ago.

Prices of meat anlmals will probably reflect the reduced supplies
of meat, Prices of finished cattle of the higher grades seem likely at
least to hold their present level this winter, Their seasonal decline is
not likely to begin until later then usual this year--perhaps in the spring.
Last winter, fed cattle prices declined sharply beginning in early January.
Prices of lambs this winter are expected to hold up or increase and may
- at times exceed the prices of last winter. Prices of hogs in late December
were $4.00 per 100 pounds sbove their mid-November low and were $6.00 higher
than at the same time last year. Hog prices will likely retain a substan-
tial increase over last winter. -

The decline in meat output will be temporary. The year's total .
production will again be high in 1954. Beef output for 1954 is expected
to recede from the 1953 record but will be large.  Cattle numbers on farms
January 1, 1954 probably were only a little below the 93,7 million of
January 1953, indicating & continued large capacity for annusl beef pro-
duction. Hog productien is on the increase. Though 9 percent fewer pigs
were saved this past fall than in the previous fall, farmers' intentiens
December 1 were for a 6 percent increase in the number of sows to farrow
spring pigs. Hog slaughter will probably begin to exceed a year earlier
sometime after mid-year. .

For 1954 as a whole, the prospect is for total meat production te
be a little below 1953 but larger than in any other recent year. The re-
duction from 1953 1s expected to be confined to the early months. In the
second helf, output will probably equal that of the past year. '

Prices of cattle, assuming continued high consumer demand for meat
and no marked liquidation of herds, may show a modest ilmprovement in 1954
over 1953, Prices of hogs will probably be somewhat lower next fall than
the favorable prices of this fall. )
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Meat Output this Winter
to be Below Last Winter

Total production of red meat this winter is expected to be no larger
than last winter and probably will be moderately smaller, Prospects indi-
cate less fed beef and only a little more of all beef, less lemb, and less
pork than a yeaxry ago. v

In each mbnth from July o November, shipments of feeder cattle into
the _Corn’'Belt were below a year ‘earlier. Only in December did shipuments

' begin to exceed those of the" previous year. The “total” reduction for July-
" NovEmber was 20 percent.’ The number of cattle on feed Junvéry 1, 1954
1“probably waB not down by so great a percentage because larger ntinbers of
‘flocally produced ‘feeders going 1#it0 feedlots helped to hold. up the total
‘nimber fed. - And the number on feed this January 1 was large compared with

any other January number except the record ‘of last year.” But the supply of
fed cattle for slaughter this winter will nevertheless show a reduction from

~ last-winter, (The report of cattle on feed January l, l95h will be released
‘_January 13) :

BRI o - i, . ,‘I. J“‘

Financial ldsses of feedérs ‘last season were largely responsible for

:'the fewer cattle beiqg placed on feéd this past fall. H0wever, by late fall
“'feeders appeared o ‘Yegain confidence in the dutlook for profits in feeding.

At the samé time demand revived For oattle to 86 on’ the improved wheat

:'pastures and shipments of feeder" and stooker cattle ‘in December ‘began to
© exceed the comparable 1952 rate., Their prices moved up to $2 00 or more

per 100 pounds above their October'lows.’

Cattle o be Rather Larige' oL

Y
A

Although fewer fed cattle will be sJaughtered this winter, slaughter

" of &ll other cattle may be’ larger‘than last‘winter. Totel cattle slaughter

;--fed and non-fed combined—-will likely be up 8 little from & Year ago.

Much of the increase 1ri “non-fed cattle slaughter will be in COWS.

‘Slaughter of cows was still relatively small last yinter and’ ‘spring, aver-

aging only 28 percent above the preceding’ 3ear frém January to July. But
slaughter of cows during the fall increased. faster than usual and from July
to ‘November' averaged L3 percent above & year earlier. (See table 1,) Con-
tinuing at a higher rate, ‘cow slaughter this winter is expected to be sonme-
what greater then last winter. o o
Slaughter of grass steers and heifers could be up a bit from last

winter, dependihg on how many’ producers in areas’ with adequate feed chose
to hold for the winter market rather than sell at low prices of last fall.

Calf slaughter increased considerably in1953. It will probebly
stay fairly large,.
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Table l.- Cattle slaughtered under Federal insPaction, by class R
by months, 1951, 1952 and 1953 1/- -

Number

Steers : 'Heifn‘ers _ P Cows
Month : ,

: : S 3 : : B $
$ 1953 £ 1952 : 1951 ;1953 : 1952 : 1951 : 1953 : 1952 : 1951

: : :

.o
‘e

: 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000
: head head  head heed - head  head head = head head

Jen. 709 600 583 179 . 130 . 1k 390 334 k01
Feb, ¢ 692 586 b6 - 165 122 115 287 252 270
Mar. ': 802 545 572 153 117 . 107 308 239 261

Apr. : 869 586 533 152 102 89 304 221 24s
May i 854 622 630 122 .89 79 319 254 238
June : 890 560 483 135 = 87 85 371 271 183
July : 849 627 508 . 165 109 © .97 k431 314 267
Aug. : Tk 61h 511 © 178 . 110 101 | kg2 364 387
Sept. : 781 €21 4k . 189 ‘123 . 86 @ 18 W17 . 377
Oct, ¢ 752 0 660 k6 | 219 145 103 . 7155 . 525 527
Nov, : 693 516 k79 183 131 98 690  ké2 502
Dec. : 635 519 143 99 437 350
- ,gzggn&aggwgi_zgt&l_geshiﬁ._léuﬁhxgxgi_-

":Pvercegt Percent Percent Percent Percent ,Percent ;_’_g_rcent.PercentvPe'rceg_g

29.7 30,5  3h.6

50.7 52,0

Jan, : 54,0 54,7 50,3 13,6 11,9 12,1

Feb, : 59,1 59.5 53.6 14,1 12,k 13.0 24.5 25.6 30,4
Mar. : 61,7 58.8 59.3 11.8 12,6 11.1 23,7 25,8 27.1
Apr, t 63.4 62,4 59.6 11.1 10.9 10,0 22,2 23.5  27.h
May : 63.5 61,6 63.9 . 9.1 8.8 8,0 23,7 25.2 2,1
June T 6l 58,0 614 9.3 9.0 10.8 25,6 . 28,1 23.3
July 1 56,7 57.0 55.2 11,0 9.9 10,5 28.8 . 28,5 29.0
Aug, T 51.8 54,1 48,0 11.9 9.7 - 9.5 32,9 . 32.1 36.4
Sept. ¢ UW7.5 51,1 k6,1 11.5 10.1 9.0 37.6 - 34,3 39,4
Oct. : Lke,2 47,5 39.1 2.3 10.k4 9.0 Lo,k 37.8 46,2
Nov, : 43,1 44,8 42,7 11,k 114 8.7 k2,9 40,1 k4,7
Dec, ¢ 11.4 9.9

34.9 35.1

1/ Number of bulls and stage not shown,

Compiled from Market News, Livestock Division, AMS,
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Lamb Feeding Also
Less than Last Year

. . Fewer lambs are being fed this #Mnter than lest., Uneatisfactory
profits the last two -feeding seasons and poor prospects for wheat pastures
early in the fall were reasons for reduced feeding, As pastures 1mproved
shipments of lambs td pasture areas. were spseded but not enough to lift
the total volume of feeding to last winter's scale.
: Spring Pigs Narketed Earl',

Smell Cazryover into 195h

Farmers apparently marketed thelr spring pigs at younger age in 1953
than ever before., Hogs were sold as soon as they reached light slaughter
“ weights which they attained unusually eerly, All hogs (including sows)
slaughtored under Federsl inspection averaged only 225 pounds in September,
the lightest average for-the month since 1936, - -

That marketings were earlier in 1953 then in 1952, also an eariy
marketing year, may be seen from data on slaughter by months. Although
the total spring pig crop was 1l percent smaller then the 1952 spring crop,
the number of hogs slaughtered under Federal 1nspection from August through
November was within 6 percent of last year, But in December, weekly - :
slaughter dropped to eround 30 percent below the large slaughter of De~
cember l9)c.

With meny spring pigs alreedy slaughtered, .ennsiderably fewer
remalned for shipment after January 1, On December 1 the.number of hogs
over 6months old on farme wes reported to be nearly a fifth smaller than

" the previous December., For barrsws and gilts aldne the reduction wed
probebly more than one-~fifth, January numbero probebly were down as muchs,

Moat Stocks Lowest
in 3 Years

Stocks of meat in cold storage at the beginning of 1954 were ot
large. On December 1, holdings -of beef were 11l percent below the same
date of 1952 and those of pork were off 17 percent. Stocks of all weat,
at 601 million pounds, were 13 percent below & year earlier and the
smallest for the date since December, 1950

A smaller supply of meat for consumption this winter would reverse -
the trend of 1993, when -supplies and consumption of beef, veal, lamb ‘and
total red meat increased a great deal. (See table 2,)

Lower Meat Output to Give
Support to Prices

Since total meat production will drop off, prices of meat animals
are likely to show strength this winter. Prices of hogs will be in best
position. In late December, they eJready had risen $4,00 per 100 pounds
from their mid-November low and were $6.00 above prices at the end of
1952. Hog prices will probably retain an appreciably higher level than
last winter,
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Prices of fed cattle of top grades also will probably stay at late
1953 levels and might edge upward. Prices of lower grade. cattle stand
less chance of any sizable increase soon, inasmuch as slaughter of all
kinds of uhfinished or.half-finished. tattle. will;, be réelatively larger: than
that .of highly:finished cattle. Spreads Yetween prices by grades will v .
likely continue wide., However, as-spring approaches-the demend for cottles
to go on. grass will probably gite bénefit to prdces of lowbr-grade cattle,

4
- al

Prices for,lambs seem 11kely to make soma seasonal 1ncrease and may B

at times equal or éxceed those of last win’oer° R A O AU
Table 25- Meat consumption per personiby;qparter yearsj; .© cr oi.
1950 to date
AT | S A e : B N
L e - :i‘" 1 Lamb NS -2 Total --.°
PEriod .y Bezf : .Veal + and .- :ﬂ.Pork _/ :- - red-.
el D 8L ,;; mutmon ‘8 ..y, .meat.
A 3 \Pounds o ounds R gggggga;u_:Pounds . ﬁ::Pounds
1950_“ ce : ,14, v L . : T T
Jan'.‘-;Mal.'.; ARSI 15 5 ey lq9 T laO Ca ';'l.8.2 Wt 36 6
Apr.-June .31ﬂ;'l5 b 2.0 Lo 16,3 00 34,7 R
July-Sept - 2.-+16.0 oo o 20 o et liGuioe . 18 - 0 33,90 L
Oct.-Deqy. " 3o 156 - . 1.9 ;,~1'Ln';;§2' - 18.8 CORTWRe
Year 288,5 s a9 L nr .39 . 68,1 . k2R .
1951 :
Jan, -Mar, ;{;;.alk,h y 1.6: .. W9 o A8 s 35,0
Apr.-June....-:...-13.1 1.5, . .8 - < 1649 -:32,3.
July-Sept¢,-;; k.2 ;8 W81 161 - 32.9.
Oct.-Dee.. ' & :-1345 LT e 9 19.5 .. 35.6 . -
Year .. :. 55,2 - 6.6 C 3 70.6- . . - 135.8 -
1952 . 5 . IR y C C e . Tl
Jan.-Mar, . : 1h4.3 15 1.0 +19.2 - - 36.0
Apr.-June ¢ 1k4,5 1.5 1.0 16,9 33.9
July-Sept. : 16.2 2,0 1.0 16.0 35.2
Oct,-Deec, .:: 16.2 .24 1L .- . 19,5 .. 38.9.
Year . ¢ -61.2 T L1 716 SRR L1V UG
Jan,-Mar, : 17.5 1.8 1.2 17.9 - 38.4
Apr,-June ¢ 18.9 2,2 1.1 k.9 37.1
July-Sept. . . 20.1 .. 2.7 ' 1.1 3.8 . 37.8
Oct.-Dec. .:- : Cy -2/
Year : -y
l/’Excluding lard 5,

2/ Total red meat consumption in the fourth quarter of 1953 was probably
up a little from the same period of 1952 but by a smaller gein than reg-
dstered: fop other quarters. Data: for the fourth quarter, when availeble,
will probably. 1ift the 1953 total & -little above the preliminary ebtimate
of 15).pounds, : . :
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Winter Reduction in:Meat Output -
Temporary, 195h Total to be Higg :

: The winter reduction in meat supplies will be temporary. Price
strength resulting:from it would probably.prove unreliable as an indicator
of general levels to be expected the next year or hwo. g .

The 1ivestock industry has been built up to a big production cape, -~
city. Total.meat output will probably continue fairly lerge,. For 195k
it will be only moderately below 1953, and will be larger than in any
other peacetime year. The reduction will be lergely confined to the first
half of the year; meat output in the second half promises to be fully as
large as in the same period of 1953

Production of beef 1n 195h is likely to be only moderately smaller
than the record output of 1953. The prospective small decrease will partly
reflect the moderate:reduction in cattle numbers on farms January.l, 1954
that is likely to be reported.in the livestock numbers report to be released
February 12, " Cattle slaughter was extremely large in 1953. Starting upward
in the fall of 1952, slaughter in every month of 1953 except Januaryiset a
nev high record for the month. Although the maj)or.factor csusing the large
slaughter was the bilg buildup in numbexrs on ferms 'in previous yeers,
drought in wide areas of thé country added to the slaughter.rate, partic-
ularly late in the year. Weekly slaughter of cattle under Federal inspec-
tion:in November and up to the holidays in December continued close to the
seasonal peak rate reached in October. :

While inventory numbers of cattle and calves at the beginning of
1954 apparently were somewhat lower than a year edrlier, ‘no large scale
liquidation is expected during the yesr. Only if caused by widespresd
severe drought or sharp business recession would a large reduction in cattle
numbers be likely during 1954. The prospect is for production of ‘beef the
next year or two to stay at a level thaet would provide around 70 pounds
consumption per person. This would be less than the 75 pounds consumed in
. 1953 but more ‘then the 53 pdunds average in the l930's or the 60 pounds in
the 1940's. - v

‘ Production of lamb.and mutton in 1954 will likelyibe smaller than in
1953. The 1lh percent increasse in the number of sheep and lambs slalightered
in 1953 points to a small reduction in the number of sheep and lambs on
farms January 1, 1954, This will probably be followed by a decrease in the
number slaughtered in 195k4.. N

~ The l95h total production of pork is expected to be somewhat belcw
1953 production. However, a marked chenge will take place during the year.
Production in early months will be considerably below a year earlier. After
mid-year output will sbout equal that of 1953 and in ending months it will
exceed a year earlier. These changes will result ﬂrom the—increase taking
place in the numbey of hogs producea.

L The fall pig crop. of 1953, reported at 31 9’million pigs, was 9 per-

. ~.cent smaller than the 1952 fall crop. Every region had a reduction. Regions
outside the Corn Belt were down 15 percent on the average, while' the Corn
Belt reduced 6 percent. (See tables 3 and 4.)
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Table 3.- Number of 80WS farrcuing, pigs saved and pigs anved per litt.er, spring
and fall pig crops, United States, by regions, 1948 to date

'+ spring’Plg Crop . i .

P Gent. R o .

Year ! North - North Central :  South | " South : Western United
ot Avlantic @7 paor 0 ¢ west  .: Atlantig ', Central . | Tt states

‘ , Thousands Thousands Thousands , Thousands Thousands Thousands . Thousands

‘ . - Sows farrowlng - ] .

1948 : 183 2,111 3,718 608 987 256 7,833
1949 : 165 2,394 ki, 319 ; 633 ++ 1,053 256 © 8,820
1950 1 2,554 - k,568 631 . 1,048 - 228" 9,17k
1951 : 153 . 2,625 4,855 683 1,026 - 2hg < 9,591
1952 t 187 2,2 b0l - 721 ' 90l 215 8,80
1953 1/ : 136 2,251 3,646 . 597 . . 603. ... 1k . 7,377
s/ v 122 2,357 3,895 6m- 653 157 . . 7,795
o Haan . N . \ ARG " Piga Siﬁvad‘ B n o s N . - .. -
1948 : 1,010 1,052 2l,062 3,71k 6,030 1,600 50,468
19k9 . L1070 15,909, 27,835 ¢ 3,909 - . 6,570 . 1,639 56,969
1950 ) 920 16,177 ., 28,905 . 3om - 6,53 - 1,428 v 57,935
1951 i 1,016 - 17,238 ' 31,463 L,273 6,130 : 1,587 62,007
1952 Do1,072 L 16,420 . - 26,99h -1 L,601 - 5,846 © - 1,336 56,270
1953 1/ X 9u2 15,534, . 2,955 .. 3,910 - . . 3,947 . 9, - 50,237
1954 2/ . . C o S 52,000
o Pigs saved per litter — = '

: Number Number ~ Number Number . Number . Number *  Number
w8y 6473 . 6465 . 6.hb .. 6417 6.2h <6439 L bbb
1950 -7 : 6,36 6,330 " 6433 6429 . 6.23 6,26, 6.31
1952 H 6083 607? i Par e 6..68 C 6#38 L0 6.!37 6923 I 6-6,4
1953 1/ 3 6492 6.90 6.8l 6455 6.55 6,59 6.81
1954 2/ : . o ‘ oL . _ .., . 665

) . - ¥all Pig Crop -\ .

: — __Sows_farrowin
i -FTusands Thousands Thousan—cls Thousands  Thousands Thousands _ Thousands

1948 3 - TIZE 1,609 - 41,690 1S U To) A 190 75,070
1949 ! 123 . 1,,800. <oe 4,94 - . 565 ... 95F - © 188 ¢ - s,s 568
1950 1 119 1,970 2,183 . . %1, . L2k 166 o ,?23
1951 s 126 1,991 - 2,237 * - 610 879 189 6,032
1952 B, 118 . . 01,781 1,976 955 68L . . 1L3 T R
1953 1/ t . 96 . 1,672, . 1,842 . k63 - - 57h .. S5 e lgT62 .

H R . Pigs Saved
1948 : 865 10,917 1,184 3,L52 5,717 1,223 33,358
1949 : 831 11,925 . 12,69&_,, . 3,531 6,059 - 1,235 36,275
1950 : 815, 13,269 W,874 3,552 5,998 . 1,076 - 39,k0h ;.
1951 : 872’ 13,346 - 14,690 ' -°3,968° - 570k 0 ° 1,22k ] 39,Boh, o
1952 : 818 11,972 . 13,252 Y 3,559 - 0 LsheD 940 © - 3k,961 :
1953 1/ : 661, 11,290 12,310 3,076 3,768 757 31,882

Pigs saved per litler T E

T Number Number Wumber Number . . Number T Numbex - . Number-
1949 : 6.77 6.62 6.5 . 6.25 6437 6. 55 . . 6.5
1950 P 6,83 6474 6.72 - 6,33 b h9 T6450 6.65
1952 : 6497 6.72 6.71. 6.1 . 6.h6 656 . 665
1953 1/ ) 6.91 6.75 6468 . 6.85 . 6.60 6.8 6.70
I/ Frelimlnary.

?/ Number indicated to farrow from breeding intentions as of December 1, 1953. Average number of pigs per
Titter with allowance for trend used to calculate indicated number of pigs saved.
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Table 4,- Number of sows farrowing and percentage distribution by months,

fall season, United States, 1948 to date

Number of sows farrowing

Year ' June } July ¢ Aug. P Sept. ! Oct. Nov. *® Total
‘Thousand Thousand Thousend Thousand Thousand Thousand Thousand
1948 ¢ 727 “570 986 1,525 871 392 5,070
1949 H 731 618 1,172 1,760 G0l 386 5,568
1950 : 710 610 1,285 1,890 1,00L 423 5,923
1951 ¢ 819 673 1,350 1,827 987 376 6,032
1852 : 809 658 1,209 1,559 73k 288 5,257
1953 : 685 626 1,199 1,321 647 284 4,762
; Percontage of total sows farrowing
‘Percent DPercent Percent Percent DPercent Percent Percent
1948 ; 14,3 11,3 19.4 30.1 17.2 7.7 100,0
1949 s 13,1 11.1 21,1 31,6 16.2 6.9 100,0
1650 ¢ 12.0 10,3 21,7 31.9 17.0 7.1 100,0
1951 : 13,6 11,1 22,4 30.3 16,4 6,2 100.0
1952 ¢ 15,4 12,5 23,0 29,6 14,0 55 100,0
1953 1.4 13.1 25,2 27.7 13.6 6.0 100,0

Fall pige are marketed from Februsry to early August.

Late in this

veriod, possibly after mid-year, hog slaughter is likely to rise from

below to above the corresponding 1953 slaughter rate.

Farmers' withholding of both gilts and sows for breeding will help
to hold hog slaughter this winter and spring below a year earlier,

Hog production 1s now on the increase. Farmers reported December 1
that they intended to have 6 percent more sows farrow spring pigs this
year than last, At an average size litter, the number of pigs would rise
4 percent to 52 million. All regions except the North Atlantic reported
a progpective increase in spring farrowings. In the Corn Belt the increase
is the same as the United States average--6 percent,

The 52 million spring pigs in prospect, while above last year's
small crop, is less than any crop from 1949 to 1952. It is not a very
large crop in relation to the consuming population.

Prices for Cattle May
Average a Little Higher in 195k

The prospective leveling out and small decrease in beef output
following 2 years of fast increase promises more stability in cettle prices
in 1954, Prices will likely everage no lower than in 1953 and may be
higher, However, price gains will be modest, Prices will not return to
thelir levels of 1951-52,
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Cattle being fed this winter went into feedlots later and at lighter
wedghts than last gtason. Consequently, following the rather firm market
for top grade gteers expected this winter, a delayed seasonal price decline
may eccur when thege late placements are marketed in ‘the spring /The
prospects are geod, however, that prices will ndt drop as"low as last
spring.,

Prices'fer stock ecattle to go on grass will probably rise seasonally
in late winter and early spring. The spread between prices ef top and low
grades, which will be wide until that time, will then be narrowed éensider-
ably. . -

As the eow herd and the annual calf crop continue large, a blg sup-
ply of grass eattle for feeding and slaughter will agein be available in
the fall, And prices may again be rather low relative to the price of top
grade fed cattie. However, if prices of fed cattle prove fairly streng, as
expected, and feeders realize average or better profits, demand for feeder
cattle will be strengthened to some degree. ‘Prices for feeder cattle and
other grass" cettle ‘would be Somewhat higher than this past fall. Particu-
laPly-would- there be " fewer instances of severely depressed priceb then were
reported- the ‘pagt yésr, -~ °

Pricee for Lenmbs alBo May
ngrove Slightly, Prices for
" Hogs - to Peeline 1n Fall

Prices for lambs, reflecting the moderate.xrecovery in cattle prices,
seen Likely to average at least es high es in 1953 and may at times excead
1953 prices." ‘ . . e

Prices,for hogs are expected te continue at close to present.levels
until late summer. At that time a seasonal decline will begin, and the re-
duction will likely be.greater than usual because the rate of ‘hog slaughter
will have risen above .the .corresponding 1953 rate., . Hog prices next fall will

_.prabably be lower than :this past fall. ' However, since the increase 'in pigs
saved will not be very large,.price changes from:1953 will.not be exceptlon- .
ally great. Hog prices next.fall are expected to remain favorable te preducers.

Beef Purchages by USDA Totel
250 Million Peunds

The Depaxtment of Agriculture halted buying beef for domestic distri-
bution. under-Section 32 pregrams: on December 16, advising processors to
digeentinue submitting bids until further notice. However, the’ DepaitmEnf‘
will cantiaue to buy: beef for the Foreign OperatiOns Administration whenever
requestc are. received. I

. £otal centrects for l953, bethSSection 32 purcheses and for export,
vere glightly: legs then 250 million pounds, About three-fourths was in the
gorm of canned beelf and-gravy, as may be noted from the follewing summery

atas
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Total 1953 contracts

) T (pounds)

Cenned beef and gravy o : N
, (Utility grade or’ lower) SR _183,387,'000’
Hamburger

(Commercial grade or better) k1,349,000
CarceESTbeef; 3€vd§,(Good'grade). S '1;2475000l”
Carcass beef, frozen (Utility

grade or better) . - l7,h86 000
',Tb;t_ai_ L e e 2&9,1469,000

{
l~'« I

. Of the total contracts, about 30 000 OOOfpoundB are for shipment
abroad under finaﬁcing by the Foreign Operations Administration and,
220,000,000 ‘pounds wvere purchased under Section 32 -funds with delivery to

" the 8éhool lunch program and other eligible institutional outlets. -

The beef purchases diverted from normal chennels the equivalent of
ebout 865,000 lower grade cattle (mostly cows), This number of cows would
about equal the increase in the number of ‘cows sleughtered under Federel
inspection this past fall over the previous fall.

Although delivery datés Tor beef contraetsiextend through March
1954, almost all the beef contracted for must have been produced,’ or'cattle
must have been purchased, by December 15. Hencwe the price benefit from
the program was largely confined to the fall season when marketings of
cattle, particularly of the middle and lower grades, are largest.

Some of the price. effect mey nevertheless carry over until winter
because the government program,probably caused some packers to postpone
their own agcumulation of storage stocks of beef until after ‘the government-
purchese period. This delayed private .demend ‘mey . bolater somewhat the
‘winter market for middle to lower grade cattle.g T , ‘ .

New Names for Federal Grades L - . .
of Barrows and Gilts Under B :
Consideration

~

T The Department of Agriculture announced December 11 thet it 1g con-
e_sidering a proposal by a Swine Industry Committee to change the names “ of

the grades for slaughter (live) and carcass barrows and gilts. ' The' ‘Committee
proposes changing the three Choice designations of Choice No. 1, Choice
No. 2, and Choice No. 3, to Meat, Good, and Overfat respectively. ‘No change
would.be made in nemes of the Medium and Cull grades. A period of 60 days
, ending February 15 hes beep allowed tQ provide. interested perties an .oppor-
tunity to express their views concerning the proposal.

Teoaeny
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'wea her held do iall and winter graaing end required early feeding Qf
hey ‘which reduced ‘the. supply for dhie. winter; .Ae of December.28, 691, coun-
ties had been cértified to receive féed at reduced prices. of these

To eligible prqducers in these counhiee corn is . available from. the Commodity

! Credit Corperation at, $1.00 per, bushel and vheat .at, $1,10 per bushel,. :

" "Cottonseed cake,pellete and ‘meal had Yeen. provided ‘at $35 00 ‘per ton .and
oats at $0.50 per bushel but supplies have been depleted

, The Department has entered 1nxo cooperative agreements with A2
'States for ‘emergency ‘dstribution of hay. _The, Department contributed- half
the cost of shipping the hay up to $10,00 per ton. The railroads have
remitted the .other half .of the ,cost, heving agreed to a 50 percent reduc-
tion in rates to disaster ereas, This neduction was due to end December 31
but there was a possibility of a further extension.

) . F e ~ . ‘ LA
T AN B AR TS AT N

“{ces of Cotile dnd Bees hnve 1,f" T
Followed"gﬁ ldfﬁgeurses, with,. 2L« R N

M%Eea nin Max. ins, R A RS o
gpecial Stugy Finds ;L;LTE,L,i”Jﬁi}f-;-_ arh ot i

B e "Retail prices of . beef have generally.reflected -the declining prices
'”for 11ve cattle in 1952 and 1953. Prioes .OF. retail,beef, wholegale beef
,,carcasses, and 1ive cattle generally followed parallel trends." Thege were
‘ findingu repoﬁted in lete De7ember by the Agricultural Marketing Service

' vk T o . C .

]

The report noted that prices of 1ewer grade cattle heve declined
Qmere than prices oF, higﬁly finished cattle, thus causing a. widening price
fdifferential\between grades. Questions were.raised, the report; seid, "as
"' %o whether the ‘extremely wide differences between grades at the farm level
’nare reflected 1n,beef prices. at: the retail counter,” }w )’i e

) thh ot e increese 1n.cattle elaughter xﬁe last twe years

j'has cqnsisteg of re;atfvely pnfinished lower grade youpg stcgk end,  more
.recently, of surplus govs,; it vas, exglained; As more of these.cattle eome on
"the marke " ..  bhe. marketing gystem.must, ‘be sdjusted .to: abeorb: the heavier
‘supplies of low- grade nmeaty o, - Retatl. 84ores have difficulty in. shifting their
~customers. from one grade of‘meet 0. another‘ng These.rigidities,,; may -heve
'contributed initially t6 the difficulty of producers.in obtaining satis-
factory prices for low- grade cattle since July 1952 "

. While thus ascribing the depressed prices fpr lower grade'cattle to
the disprppo ionate incraase in their. supply meeting & rather rigid demand,
the ‘peport .44 reveal some instances of a slight widening of margins from

" ¥hety’ generslly narrow point in 1951 under .OPS controls, The.total farm-to-
retail margin for Choice beef rose to a high in 1952, then declined in 1953.

Wholesale-to- retail margine in chain stores for -the sane grade:widened

'alightly after 1951 but did not regain the 1evel they held in the last twe

1] Varketing Wergins for Heef. UBDA, Agricultural Marketing Service, .
December 1953,
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quarters of 1950. The study gave special attention to wholesale "eretail
margins for lower grades of beef in October 1953. These margins averaged
a little wider than those for Choice grade in chain stores., The wider
average was contributed bywiaernmrgins taken in some low—volume stores.

- In-stores having a large volume, margins for 1ower grade beef compared

favorably with margins for Choice grade in chain stores.‘ S "u’?

3

,~‘-3V-? In marketing\cattle, scattered EXamples w@re feund of’ very depressed
©prices 8¢ some’ of* the “Lower" grade cat%le ‘8014 1n thg 1@&&1 livegtock mar-

kets. - But this, like 1ndividual cages. of wide margina en 1OWer grade beef,’

~ "y ivEE hOY the usual siﬁuation.”3"

IR SV

The report polnted out that even though mergins tend t0 remain con-
stant’ over a’short period;’ they bacbme a larger percentage of the retail

'3price when prices have declinEG. Coa e s bl tene s

ot e
3 - !

vamsmocx NUMBE 3 AND\MEAT SUPPLIES IN RELATION
i To P TION, 1899 1953 ;/ '

A fundamental measure of the size of the current. meat supply is af-
forded by comparing it with the size of the: population,n The, éover chart
11lustrates supply-end-population t¥ends foy. besf and” védl.and tablé 5 pro-
vides data from 1899 to date for all meat’ animals;* Thé. table “évises )
similar table in this Situation for May-June 1952, page 12"

Numbers of” caﬁtlé and calves on- farms, while trending upward in their

: characteristic eyclical” cotivse, ‘have hot kept pace’with populatiOn. “In-
' creases in annnal ﬁeef and veal‘output have mbre nearly equaled populétion
‘growth, ‘8ince more‘beef 18 now “produced ‘ench year relative- to numbers of

cattle on farms than several decades ago.:"Output of beef” and veal taught
up with population in the early l9h0's, dropped back in 1948-51, then re-
covered rapidly-in- 11952 53. ‘Output in 1953 not’ enly reached” the populetion
trend but: surpassed 1t Most -of the price’ declines for beéf &nd cattle can
be explained by this changed relationship of beef production to population.

Pork production heé trendéd upward at about the" ‘same" rate as’ popula-
tion, However, pork production per person has seldom attained the high

Flevel” df the early 1900's, when large quantities ‘of pork Were eéxported each

“year. An&“in 1953, after plg crops had - been cut back sharply,, ork produc-
U tlon per- pefscn dropped to-its 1owest“p61nt since 1938 The number of hogs
% - raised 1§ oW’ 1ncreasing and “pork. supplies will be expanded but consumer

! preferenbe’ hes Blipped’ away from Tat' ¢uts’ of - ‘Pork ‘to'a sufficient extent

“that .pork’ ‘production may not be qpi%e as high relative td populatidn 1n the
‘future-as in the péét. . Q} ; jV Lo e v e

B A R AR R

Production of lamb .and mutton the last few years has been the smallest
sihce the 6arly 198678, Production per Person, ‘at 32‘to Ut -pounds, ig lover

" thanh ever before on record; It is hard to know Just ‘what trend sheep ‘pro-

 'fduction~wil1 follow, but it is uﬁlikely'tﬁat'the annual éutput of lamﬁ will

~~~~~

H - j.,,.,-, .,“_: o :.. ; ..
i [ [ . R K ,..‘!

1 A fuller'review of Trends for cattlé together with ot er infprmatiOn,

15T dvallable ‘- a talk ippospects Tor Cdttle ‘Production snd riceg"‘by

Harold F. Breimyer, which can be obtained on reqpest to the,Eeoanic Infor-
mation Branch; ‘Agricultural’ Marketing Service, Wdshington 25, D.._&;?ﬁ



Table 5.-Number of meat animals and production and coasumption of meat relative to population, United States, 1899-S3

. s Number of -ut animals : Meat production 2/ s Meat consumed per person 3/ li/

: Ppopu- Total Per person : Total T ¥Fer parson 3/ 3 B : T :

N hg:n zm Tarms Jan. 1: zﬁ Tarms Jan. 1 s : s : 3 : 3 3 1 3 : H H 3 :

Year Jan.l ALl : ALl : Pigs : ALL AT : Pigs : : Lamb : ALl : : Lamdb : ALl : : Lamb ;AL

; 1/' eat.t.h : sheep : saved : utt-ln: sheep : saved ! Beef : Veal : and : Pork : red : Beef :Veal : and : Pork :red :Beef : Veal : and : Pork : red

., = and : and iduring : and : and :during : : :mutton : : meat : smutton : 1meat : : mutton :  meat

N .c‘lvoa : lambs ; year : calves: lambs : year : : 3 : : : : : : : : s : :

. Ml head head head . FHead Head  Head 1b. 1b. 1b, 1b, 1b. Lb. Lb. Lb. Lb. Lb. Lb. Lb. Lb. Lb. Lb.
1859 ; Thal 559 LS8 J754 J618 5,522 387 487 6,310 12,706 73.8 5.2 6.5 8L.L  16.9 67.2 5.2 6.5 7.8 150.7
1900 7545 9.7  LB. 91 G637 5,628 397 W3 6,329 12,847 k.0 5.2 6.5 83,1 168.8 67.1 Se2 6.5 71.8  150.7
1901 L 7169 62.6 [R25 S .81 +638 5,814 L22 Su8 6,357 13,la 7k -5 7.1 81.9 169.3 67.9 S. 7.0 70.8 151.1
1902 ¢ T8l 6hs 9.2 .822 628 5,6k9 k76 S8y 5,936 12,625 Ti.3 6.0- 7.1  75.0 159.h 65.0 6.0 7.1 66,7  1LL.8
1903 ; 80,0 66,0 7.5 (o825 .59k 6,2h0 192 563 6,067 13,362 77.h 6.1 7.0 75.3  165.8 70.9 6.1 6.9 68,2 152.1
1904 . 8.5 66.4 us.s - +815 «558 6,176 W1 . 538 6,387 13,592 75.1 6. 6.6 77.7 165.Lk  69.6 6.0 6.5 70.6 152.7
1905 ;. 83 66.1  U3.8 795 L5217 6,504 556 530 6,629 14,219 77.6 6.6 6.4 .. 79,1  18.7 71.3 6.6 6.3 7.0  155.2
1906 8.7 65.0 k5.5 o767 o537 6,537 598 su3 6,793  14,L7T1  76.5 7.0 6. 79.5  169.k 713 7.0 6,3 7.0  155.6
1907 . 86,3 63.8  L7.3 «739  .5L8 6,5L, 626 553 7,059 1k,782 75.2 7.2 6.4,  Bl.1  169.9 170.6 7.2 6.3 741 158.2
1908 . 8749 62,0  L8.2 .705  J5L8 6,662 637 . 559 7,535 15,393 75.1 7:2 6.3  8L.9  173.5 72.1 7.2 6.3 7.7  163.3
1909 .. 8947 60.8  50.8 - o618 566 6,915 660 608 6,557 1k,7h0  75.3 7.2 6.6 71.5 160.6 73.1 7.2 6.6 66.1  153.,0
1910 : 928  59.0  50.2 2636 .5l 6,641 667 $97 6,087 13,998  70.9 7.1 6.k 65.0 L. 6.5 7.1 6ol é1.l  1lhk.k
1911 . 9keS 57.2 50,6 . « .605  .535 6,549 666 693 6,961 - 68.8 7.0 7.3 731 15%.2 67.5 7.0 7.2 68.1  1L9.8
1912 : 9640 55.7  U7.9 T 580 . 6,234 662 735 6,822 1h,L453  6L.5 6.8 7.6 70.6 5 63.6 6.9 7.6 65.7  1L43.8
1913 . 977 56,6  LhL.7 <579 +1i58 6,182 608 706 6,979 14,L75  62.7 6.2 7.1 70.8  1L6.8 62,5 6.2 7.1 65.9 1.7
191L . 99.6 59.5 k3.l .597 o133 6,017 569 693 6,82 1h,103  59.9 Sé6. 6.9 67.8  140.3 6l.1 S.7 7.1 6k.2 138.1
1915 : 10L.3 63.8  L0.5 «630 . .LOO 6,075 590 605 7,606 14,886 59.5 5.8 59 7L7 159 55.6 5.8 6.0 65.6  133.0
1916 . 102,7 67.4  L0.0 656  .389 6,60 655 585 8,207 15,907 62.5 6.3 ° 5.6 T79.4 153.8. 58.1 6.3 5.7 68.1  138.2
1917 : 10b.2 71.0 .9 681 | .373 7,239 7Lh 463 7,055 15,501 . 69.0 7.1 " LL 67.3 147.8 63.7 7.1 L.i 58.1 -133.3
1918 . 105.5 73.0  39.7 692 1 .376 7,726 760 506 8,39 17,3l : 72,9  .7.1 L.8 78,8  163.6 67.6 7.2 L7 60,2 139.7
1919 ; 106,2 7231 Ul 678 .39k 6,756 819 590  8,L77 16,6k2 63.h 7.7 5.5 7916  156.2 . 60.7 7.8 5.6 63.0  137.1
1920 . 107.2 70.4 4o.7 «657 360 »306 8l2 538 7,6L8 15,334 ol 7.8 5.0 70.8 2.0 58.3 7.9 Sk 62.6  13L.2
1921 . 10941 68.7  39.5 630  .362 6,022 820 639 7,697 15,178 Sk.7 7.4 5.8 69,9  137.8 5L.7 7.5 6.0 63.9 132.1
1922 . 110.9 68.8  36.9 2620 .333 - 6,588 852 553 8,145 16,138 59,0 7.6 5.0  73.0 1iks6 58.3 7.7 501 6L.8  135.9
1923 . 11246 67.5  36.8 599 e327 6,721 916 588 9,483 17,708 59.2 8.1 5.2 83,5 15.0 58,8 8.1 562 73.2°  1k5.3
1924 s 14,7 66,0 371 The W575  W323 66 6,87 972 597  9.1L9 17,595 59.L 8.k 5.2 _79.1  152.1 .7 8.4 Se2 73.0  155.3
1925 . 11647 63.4  38.5 70.3 «5L3 .330 602 6,878 989 603 8,128 16,598 . 8.4 5.1 T69.2 1.3 58.6 8.5 Sel 65.8  138.0
1926 :-118.3 60.6 Lok  75.4 . 32 637 7,089 955 639 17,966 16, 5916 8.0°  S.i 669 139.9 9.k 8.0 S.h 63.3  136.1
1927 y 11549 58.2 . 81.2 485 o35k  »677 6,395 867 629 8,430 16,321 53.0 7.2 5.2 8 135.2 53.7 7.3 5.2 66,8  133.0
1928 ; 121.5 57.3 o3 78.7 L2 373 W68 5,771 7713 663 9,011 16,248 47.3 6.3 Sk 740 133,00 LB.1 6.4 Sels 69.9  129.8
1929 122.9 58.9 WA 761 b9 W39 619 5,871 761 682 8,833 16,147 7.5 6.2 5.5 TS5 130,7 U9.0 6.2 5.5 68,7 129.4
1930 12k.2 61,0 516  Thad  LW9LT  WJH15 G597 5,917 792 825 8,482 16,016 L7.4 6.3 6.6  68.0 128,3 L8.2 6.1 6.6 66,1 127.3
1931 . 125.4 63,0 53,2 83,2 .502 k2l -J663 ,009 823 885 8,739 16,456 L7.8 645 7.0 69.5  130.8 U7.9 6.6 7.0 67.4L  128.9
1932 ¢ 12642 65.8 5349 82.5 #5201 D27 654 5,789 822 8,923 16,l18 U45.7 6.5 7.0 0.5  129.7 L6,0 6.5 7.0 69.7 129.2
1933 5/ 127.0 7063 53,1  Bh.2 .54  LL18  .663  6,l40 891 852 »23h 17,137 . 7.0 6.7 12,5 13%.8 50.8 7.0 " 6.7 69.8. 13h.3
19343/ ,-127.8  7h.i- 53.5  56.8 . .582  .L19  LubLh 8,35 1,2L6 851 8,397 18,839 65.2 9.7 6.6 656 1WT.1 63.0 -9.2 6.2 63.6°  1k2.0
1935 5/ 128.6 68.8 -51.8 56.1  .535  .L03 . 6,608..1,023 877 5,919 1h,427 51.2 7.9 6.8 LS9 111.8 52.5. Bk 1.2 L7.7  115.8
1936 5/ 129,5  67.8 Sl 65.7 .52k .395  .507 7,358 1,075 . 85k Su7h 16,761 5647 8.3 6.6 57,5  129.1  59.7 8.3 6.5 Shel  128.9
1937~ 130.3 66.1  50.8 5 .390 .80 6,798 1,108 ° 852 6,951 15,709 52.1 8.5 -6.5 53.2 120,3 . Skl 8.5 6.6 55.0  12L.5
1938 13,2 65.2 Sl TL.9 W97 389 .SuB 6,908  "99L 7 7, 16,479 52,5 7.5 6.8 58,k 125.2 53,6 . 7.6 6.8 57.L  125.)
1939 ¢ 13242 66.0. _51.3 87.0 .99 . 658 7,011 - 991 872 8,660 17,53k S2.8 7.5 6.6 65,2 13.1  53.9 7.5 6.5 63,9  131.8
1940 113303 7 68,3 T52.1  79.9  .512  W391 .59 7,175 981 876 10,0k 19,076 53,6 7.3 6.5 750 12 Sh2 7.3 6.5 72,4 1h0.k
9L s 136 7.8 53.9 85.0 - .533 .L0O .63 8,082 1,036 923 9,528 19,59 9.7 7.7. 6.8 70,4  1ik6  60.0 7.5 6.7 67.4° 1.6
1942 : 136.0 76.0°  S6e2  10L.S «559 .h13 771 8,843 1,151 1,0h2 10,876 21,912 6L.7- 8.4 7.6 71946  160.3 60.4 - 8.1 7.1 62.8 138.4
1943 . 137.7 81.2 55,2 121.8 .50  .h,O1  .885 8,571 1, h167 1,194 13,640 2k,k82 61.8 8.4 8.0  98.L  176.6 52,5 8.1 6.l 77.9 14L.9
19LL . 1.5 853 S0.8 8.7 .61  .36h .622 9,112 1,738 .1,02h 13,30k 25,178 6L.9  12.k 7.3 9L.8  179.h  Sh.9 T 12.2 6.6 78.5  152.2
1945 s 11 85.6 16.5 86,8  .AOT 4330 615 10,276 1,66h 1,054 10,697 23,691 72,5 11.7 7. 75.5 167.1 58,6 - 11.7 7.2 65.7 13,2
1946 . 12,6 82.2  L2.i  82.7 576 297 «580 9,373 1,LL3 968 11,150 22,93k 65.3  10.1 6.8  77.7 .159.9 60.8 9.8 6.6 7h.9  152.1
1947 . 1.8 80.6  37.5  83.3 «557 +259 .575  10,h32 1,605 799 10,502 23,338 71.,L  13.0 S - 717 159.7  68.6 . 10.7 5.2 . 68,6  153.1
1948 . 147.5 77.2  34.3  83.8 0523 $233. .568 9,075 1,423 747 10,055 21,300-. 61.0 9.6° 5.0 67,6 3.2 62.2 9.l 5.0 66,8  1l3.
19k . 150.1 . 76.8 30.9 93.2 .512 .206 621 9,39 1,335 603 10,286 21,662 62.4 8.8 h.0 68,0 1i3.2 63.0 8.8 L.Q 66.8 1h2.6
1950 : 15247 78.0 29.8 97.3 S 2195 631 9,538 1,230 597 10,714 22,079 62.0° - 8.0 3.9 69.7 U3 62.5 7.9 3.9 68,1  -1l2.L
1951 . 155,2 82.0 30,56 101.8 528 197  .656 . 8,843 1,061 521 11,483 21,908 56.5 6.8 3.3 73,4 10,0 55.2 6.6 3.k 70.6  135.8
1952 . 157.9 87.8  32.1 91.2 «556 «203 578 9,667 1,173 648 u,sgg 23,035 60.7 Tl bl t1,2.5 7 61.2 7.1 Lol 71.6 1%..0
1953 6/ | 160.7 93.7 316 82,1 583  .197 .51 12,300 1,535 ns 10,1 2L,700 76.0 9.5 bk 2.7  152.6 15 9.3 L.k 63 1

L/ Begimning

1/ Census esu.late of tosal popul:nion, Hi?.h edqusmnts, 1909 to date, for underenumsration. 2/ Production from all slaughter, including farm. 3/ Per person of population July 1.
1imina -

I9L1, civilian consumption per person of civilian population. 5/ Includes production and consuliption from Government emergency programs. 6/ Pre. ry.

-t -
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Index to 1953 issues

Cattle and calves:

Beef steer-corn price ratio--~Aug.=Sept.
Cash and gross receipts-=Jan.-Feb.
Cyvcles in cattle~-the present cycle reappraised=-Mar,=Apr,
Feeding:

Costs and returns=--fug.-Sept.

Numrber on feed--Jan.-Feb,

Outlodk=~Aug.~Cept., Oect.~Nov,

Price margins in feeding--Aug.-Sept.
Foreign trade~-Mar.=-ipr.
Liveweight of marketings--Jan.-Feb.
Liveweight of slaughter, per head—~Jan.=Feb.
Nurber on farms Jan. 1:

By class and region=-Jan.=-Feb. Oct.-Nov.

In relation to population=-Dec.=Jan.

Rank of States in number and production-~Mar.-Apr.
Cutlook-~Qct.<Nov,
Frices for selected classes~~Jan.=Feb., Aug.=:ept.,Oct.=-Nov.
Prices received by farmers and parity--Jan.-Feb., Oct.~Nov.
Receipts of stockers and feeders, 8 Corn Belt States=~Jan.-Feb.
Slaughter~~Jan,~Feb.

By region=-May--July

Under Federal inspection, by c¢lass==May-July,

Cct.=Nov., Dec.~Jan.

Yorld Numbers--ifarch=April

Feed®

Beef steer-corn price ratio~-Aug.-Cept,

Hog-corn price ratio, United “tates and Chicago~~Jan.=Feb,.
Yar.-ior., Oct.=Nov.

Cutlook=~0ct,.=Nov.

(9F:4

Cash and gross receints--Jan.~Feb.

Hog-corn =rice ratioc~~Jan.~Feb, Mar.-Apr., Oct.=Nov.

Liveweight of marketings-—-~Jan.-=Feb.

Liveweight of slaughter, per head--Jan.=Feb.

Number on farms Jan. l~-=Jan.=~Feb.

Mumber of scws farrowing and pigs saved~-Jan,-Feb., May-July,
Oct.~Nov., Dec.=Jan.
Rank of ltates in nigs saved and production=-<Mar.=Apr.
Pigs saved in relation to population~--Dec.=Jan.

Outlook=~0ct,-Nov,

Prices for selected classes=-Jan.-Feb., Oct.~Nov.

Price received by farmers and parity-~Jan.=Feb.

&laughter-=Jan.-Feb,

VYorld Numbers—=-Mar,=-ipr.

Vesicular Exanthena Disease--Mar.-Avr., May-July
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Index to 1953 issues
(Continued)

Meats:

Canned meat production and distribytion=--Mar.-Apr.,
Consumption-~Jan,~Fed,, Mar,-Apr., May-July, Aug.-Sept.,
Oct o =Nov,, Dec.=Jan,
Demand for pork- products--lay=-dJuly
Edible offals, production and distribution--May=July
Foreign trade and tariff---Jan.~Feb., Mar.-Apr.
Marketing margins--Jan.=Feb., Dec.=Jan.
Outlook==Qct.~Nov,
Pork cuts and live hogs, wholesale price and value=~May-July
Prices ,retail--Jan.-Feb.,
Prices wholesale--Jan.-Feb.
Production~=Jan.~Feb., Mar.-Apr., ilay-July,
Aug.~Sept., Oct.~Nov,
Purchases by Govermment--)ar.=-Apr., Aug.-Sept.,
Oct,~Nov., Dec.=Jan.

Meat apimals:

Cash and gross receipts--Jan.=-Feb.
Drought programs--Aug.=Sept., Dec,=Jan
Foot and mouth disease--May~July
Grades Jan.-Feb., Dec,-Jan.
Number on farms, Jan. l--Jan.-Feb.
In relation to population—--Dec.=Jan.
OPS regulations=-Jan.-Feb,
Prices for selected classes-~Jan.-Feb.
Price received by farmers--Jan.-Feb., May=July
Slaughter--Jan ~Feb., May=July, Oct.=Nov.

Sheep and Iamba:

Cash and gross receipts--Jan.-Feb.
Feeding:
Costs and returns-==lar-Apr,
Number on feed-—Jan.-Feb,
Lamb crop-=iug,-iept., Oct.=Nov,
Mohair »roduction and value~~Mar.-Apr.
Liveweight of marketings=--=Jan.-Feb,
Liveweight of slaughter, per head--Jan.-Feb.
Numbers on farms, Jan.Il:
By class and region--Jan.=-Feb., Oct,=-Nov.
In relation to vwopulation--Dec.=Jan.
. Rank of States in number and production--Mar.-Apr.
Cutlook==0Oct.~Nov.
Prices for selected classes=-Jan.-Feb., Oct.-Nov.
Price received by farmers and parity-=Jan.-Feb.
Receipts stocker and feeder 8 Corn Belt States==Jan,-Feb,
Slaughter=-Jan,=Feb.
Yool production, price and income=--Mar,-Apr., Aug.-Sevt.
World Numbers=-=Mar,<-Apr.
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Selscted Price Statistios for Meat Atimals 1/
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1 s___Jan.=Nov, s B 1953
3 1 ] t Hov., ¢ ]
Ttom ;o % 1952 1 1953 1 1952 1 Oct. 1 Nov. Dec.
) t s [ t [
1 3
Cattle and calves : ~J/ 1 s
Beef steers, xlaughter 2 , :1Dollers pers
CHi08gO, Prime «eovsscesosssoscscnasensoseses:100 pounds 1 35.58 < 26,64 .49 28,02 27.96
ChO10® cressescosccsnevonnnssnonsorsvescansst do. 1 33.55 24,32 32.20 25.63 © 25.03
G00d 4sssnsssasconsossoscansessoasosssancast do. s 30.49 21.59 28.08 - 21,66 - 21.07
Commoroial sevevesoocavassnsscesseaconoosass do. 1 27,10 18,30 23.03. 16.70  16.87
Ut1146Y eovvcevevcecosoosescosonccnonacasest  d0s 1 23,72 15,28 18.63  13.15 13.34
All Erades cesccocosvossocosrssososnssscsd  d0s + 32,82 23,74 3l.37  25.35 24.83
Omaha, all grades c.cosocvosnsasescnceossasost do. ¢t 31.35 22,18  29.32 23,20, . 22.81
Sioux City, 8ll grades cecsessesesssessosasssd do. 1 3147 22,26 30,36 23.99  23.05
Cows, Chicago 2/ H H
Commeroial .Sevssvnocooncsorsscennensosnssssss  dos 3 22,29 14,10 16,99 12,55 12.04
TEI1AEY evoveanssorosososconacossncscnnsasnel do. : 19.99 12,60 14.68  10.82. 10,34
Canner and Cuttor .eosevsvcscssssssncesnscoast do. t 17.19 10.81 12.38 8.95 8.54
Vealers,Choive unid Frime, Chicago sesoesersesset do. : 34.90 25.22 31,40 22,45 22,10
Stooker and feeder steers, Kemsas City scesweees . doe s 27.72 18.15 22,31 15.7%., 17.56
Price received by farmers s ] :
Boof 0attle ceeeseanscsrssscerssconssnsoassset do, t 25.36 16.90 20,30 14,700 14,70
V6Bl 081VOS vsessecosasarevssavonsacosasssssat  d0s s 27.77 18.31 21.50 14,30 15.00
s :
Hogs H ]
Barrows and gilts t ]
Chicago : 3
160180 pounds sececsssorsosscsonsecssersost  do. 3 18,60 21,63 16,76  20.63 20.52
180-200 poUnds ssevecacasssassenscsoosssesat  dos 2 19,42 22,71 17,18 21,51 21,16
200-220 pOUNAE wovesvorcrvevreannonsssscaast  dOs 1 19,53 22.84 17,19 21,62 21.16
220-240 pounds eeesecencsscessncrsssessesest  do. 1 19,36 22,81 17,12 21.65 21.1%
240-270 pounds sueecessesccssasnessssaascest do, t 19.01 22,64 17,01 21.64 21,07
270-300 pOUNdB sueseessecosaccssoransoosonet do. + 18.53 3/22.12 16.84 --—  21.48
A1l wolghts sevessossesssssnscssensessseat  dos 1 19,02 22.52 17,02 21.69 21,13
Eight markets L/ secesesrsnseessosccssrsosesst  dos 3 18,85  22.49 16.82  21.63 21.03
Sows, ChiGBZO ceesresssssrcsoscessossscnescncest do. 1 16,62 20.01  15.49 20.84 18.95
Prioce received by farmors ..eeeeesecsvececscssnet do. t 18,22 21.52 16.60 21,30 20.00
Hog-corn price ratio H H
Chioago, barrows and gilts eeeseecesesscenet do. 1 10,7 4.4 10.8 4.7 144
Prioe received by farmers, a1l hogs «sieeeest do. t 11.0 14.9 1.4 15.9 15.0
: s
Sheep and lambs s 1
Sheep ‘ 1 : )
Slaughter ewes, Good and Cholice, Chioago ....:  do. 1 10,7 7.20  7.00 542 6,09
Price received by £armers «veceesscesssscesces do, t 10,94 7.26 7.16 6.01 6.28
Lambs t t
Sluughter, Cholce und Prime, ChicAgo mesessest doe 't 29,83 23.1 22,75 19,97 20,13
Feeding, Good and Choice, Omghs sevessrsscscet do. ’§/22-75 Z/Ig-"g 20,50 16,41 18.22
Price received by £armers csecessssssscvecsss? do. t 25.17 19,97 20.80 16.60 17.20
t : .
A1l meat animels 1 1 o
Index number price received by fermers ] ] '
(1910-148100) seeenvscnncsoresssseonsrsosssnat 3 364 299. 310 273 267
s s :
Meat H 1
Wholesale, Chiocago tDollars pers . . . .
Steer beef ocarcass, Choice, 500-600 pounds 3/:100 pounds ¢ 54,32 39.79 52,40  -40.84 40,62
Lamb oaroass,Choice, LU~SU poundS,sesececeesss do. 1 56,16 45,07 48,07 . 40,08 41.42
Composite hog products, including lard t 3 N .
72.84 pounds fresh .evescccececossssressseses Dollars s 20.57 23.69 18.64 22.82 22.24
Average per 100 pounde .eecesstsesssctesis - d0. s 28.24 32.52 25,59 31.33 30.53
71,32 pounds fresh and oured eesecesssveeset  d0. s 24,17 27.39 22.30 27.32  25.95
Average per 100 pounds cveecsvsossssssssess do. : 33.89 38.50 31,27 38.31  36.39
Retail, United States average ' "t Qents .1 )
Beet, Cholce grademsesessssscccssssssscssassest por pound s 89,6 69.7 87.4 70.6 6847
Pork, excluding lardesessecvercocrvsrscvsssnost do. [ .
Index number meat prices (BLS) s s+ L9.S Shal k8.6 S5.7 51.6
Wholesale (1947-49m100)u.ueeuennenneeernaosag? r 11,2 92.4 101.5 8649  B8L.3

Grade names as used beginning Janmuary 1951.

Pricea for July-November,
Prices for Jamuary-Merch and July-November,

N

Average excludes Septempqr and October, no orice quoted.
Chicago, St. Louis N. S. Y., Kansas City, Omaha, Sioux City, S, St. Josepn, S. St. Paul and Indianapolis.
Fumber busnels of corn equivalent in value to 100 pounds of live hogs.

Annual'data for most series published in Statistical Appendix to this Situation,

Janﬁary—yebruary, 1953;
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Selected marketing, slaughter and stocks statistics for meat animmls and meats l/

: :Jonuary-Qotoper f . : 1953
: s 3 ERRAT s : t
Ttem e DY 1952+ 1953 ¢ 1952 : Sept. :-Oct. 1 Nov.
'y $ H . H H
Meat animal marketings ; :
Index number (1935-398100) veveseses : . 152 152 208 166 193 196

1
Stoocker and feeder shipments to H
Y Corn Belt States +1,000

4
t
Cattle und c8IVE8 seseessassesssee.thond : 3,186 2,602 1,117 46 773 643
Sheep and 1ambs eeesssecsrsesssassst do, s 3,108 2,430 830 547 754 292
s :
Slaughter under Federal inspection 1 N
Number slaughtered : s
Cattle ceeessscvesarcersssecnccereat do. ; 10,762 1h4,368 1,390 1,6L4 1,782 1,609
CBLYOS seavnssvorsssnranssravsnssset do. ;4,261 5,721 602 687 776 658
Sheep and 1ambs seesessessessccseess do. . 10,407 11,897 1,427 1,366 1,529 1,159
HOES evoesoensrsosecassnvsnsesescsst doo ;49 428 43,078 5,492 4,059 4,994 5,540
Percentage BOWS cassecescescsessstPorcent, 11,7 11.0 8.3 9.7 6.2 5.1
Average live weight per head : s i
Cattle sosevocsssesveasersssscsseestPounds , 992 971 968 9h3 9k8 958
CAlTES svsesssesesnssssscsssnessssst dO. 220 227 248 2h8 242 229
Sheep and 18mbs eeseescssesscssssest do, : 98 95 ok 90 92 95
HOESB svesvenssassovosssssassnoncenst d0s 24y 239 229 225 225 234
Average production t .
Beof, poer hefd sevescecccccensncsest do, . 550 537 520 507 502 509
Veal, por hefd ssseecesssssecascasst 40, : 12k 127 136 136 132 125
lemb and mutton, per head .ecvesvest do. 46 45 by 42 43 ks
PO!’k, per head 2/ ceevesensessscees: doo t 135 136 130 131 130 13).}
Pork, per 100 pounds live weight E/: do. 55 57 57 58 58 57
Lard, per head ceveresesncsosscrnss i Q0. : 36 34 32 29 30 33
Lard, per 100 pounds live weight ..: do. 15 1k 1k 13 13 14
Total production :Million,
BOOL sevveessasscsasssosasosssensssipounds ;3 5,887 7,687 720 832 892 816
VOBl cesnvosesassnossscasassescesansel QO : 523 724 82 93 102 82
Lamb and mutton seeesessescsssceeess dos : L7 535 62 57 65 52
Pork 2/ veurnsnnnnssvannceresansaans doo o 6,661 5,838 715 532 648 Thl
1ord seccescoccesssovsaosnsssensncst do. 3 1,783 l,k5’-¥ 176 117 lh9 l&
Total commercial sleughter 3/ : :
Number slaughtered :1,000
CBttle seeessasasssreseconsosvsasesihoad ¢ 14,663 19,356 1,868 2,240 2,384
£8lVES senossressersscscsvsscssssse’ do, : T,226 9,575 963 1,149 1,252
Sheep and 12mb8 sesecscesssescscsce’ do, ¢ 11,451 13,271 1,573 1,537 1,721
HOEZE eceessssnssssssscccnssvsasesset do. + 61,815 53,861 6,878 5,080 6,101
Total production :Million:
Boef sevsesssasesssccnscrssssssosssipounds : 7,712 9,942 933 1,087 1,145
VoBl evssvavnsrossesssvetcscnssases? do, : 875 1,203 128 153 163
Lamb and mutton seeeesessesscescasast do. 3 521 596 68 65 73
Pork 2/ vveeesnecernscniacesanacaani do. 8,205 7,215 89k 664 79%
1ard sevecasescessssassscsrcassessst do, H 2,092 1,708 208 139 17}4
Cold storage stocks first of month 4/ :
BEOT touscccrassssarcensacosrncsnsscsl A0 s -— - 172 141 147 169
VeBl soeessessscesosnsocsserssnassseet do, . - - 12 13 13 15
Lamb and rutton ceeesscscecessennsssat do. B --- =-- 13 9 10 11
POrK secesocscsscsavansvencesscnasssnt doa 4 == == 291 266 201 181

Total meat and meat products seeeet d0. & - ~—— 587 532
1/ Annuai -deta ror most serles publlshed In Statistlcal Appendix To this Situation, January-February 1953.
Exoludes lard,
g/ Federally inspected, and other wholesale and reteil.
4/ December 1, 1953 cold storage stocks are as follows: Beef, 206 million po
: unds; veal, 19;
13; pork, 266; total meat and meat products, 601, ’ P ’ » 195 lexb end mitton,

Includes stocks of sausage and sausage room products, canned meats and canned moat
offals, in addition to the four meats listed. ’ #¢ products, and edivle

L\\
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