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Beef and veal output lagged behind 
population growth until this past year. 
But with a sharp 28 percent increase 
in 1953 it caught up with and surpassed 
the population trend, exceeding even the 
rather high 1900-09 ratio to population. 
Beef consumption per person for the 
year, at 75 pounds, was the highest in 

NEG. 79 -53(11) .AGRICULTURAL MARKETING SERVICE 

54 years of record. 
Beef output in 1954 will not continue 

as high as in 1953 but will be larger 
than in other years. So long as con­
sumers' incomes stay high the pro­
spective output will allow a modest im­
provement in cattle prices but no return 
to 1951-52 levels. 
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THE LIVESTOCK AND MEAT SITUATION 

Approved by the Outlook and Situation Board 1 .December ~~~ 1953 

SUMMARY 

Production of meat this winter is expected to be moderat~ly smaller 
· than·last winter. Fewer· cattle and lambs are on feed and hog sla':lghter 
will. be·.down.': The. number of hog~ stlll on farms from the spring pig crop 
i~;S l.ess .. than usual beeause the erop was small and marketing's we,re early. 
Also 1 ~ne .su:wly of ho~s for mid -winter slaughter from the s~r pig . 
crop will be below.last year.as·the number of'pigs raised las~ summer was 

.. down from. a year earlier. Iri addition, stocks of meat in cold ·storage·.· 
are small.er than a year .ago .• · · · · · · 

· Pri~es of meat animals Wi·ll probably reflect the reduced. supplies 
ef meat. · Prices of finished cattle of the higher grades seem likely ·at 
least to hold their present level this winter, Their seasonal ·deeline is 
not likely to begin until later than usual this year-~perhaps in the spring, 

.. · . Last winter., ;fed ·cattle prices declinecl sharplY beginning :i.n earl.y January. 
Prices of ·lambs this w~ntel'. are· e'xpected to hold up or increase· and may 

. at times exceed·the prices. of last winter. Prices of hogs in late December 
were $4.00 per 100 pounds above their .mid-November low and were $6.00 higher 
.than at the same time last year. Hog prices will likely retain a substan-
tial incre.ase over last winter. · · ... 

'l'he decline tn mee.t output will be temporary. The year 1 s total .. 
producti~n will again be high tn 1954. Beef output for 1954 is eXpected 
to recede from the 1953 record but will be large.· Cattle numbers on farms 
January l, 1954 probably were only a little below the 93.7 million of 
January 1953, indicating'a continued large capacity for annual·beef pro7 
duction, Hog productien is on the increase.· Though 9 percent fewer pigs 
were saved this past fall tha.n in the previous fall,· farmers 1 intenti~ns 
December 1 were for a 6 percent increase in the number of sows t~ farrow 
spring pigs.· Hog slaugnter will probabl~·begin to exceed a yea~· earlier 
sometime after mid-year. . · 

For 1954 as a whole., the prospect is for total meat production to 
be a .litt.le. below. 1953 but larger than in any other recent year. The re­
duct.ion from 1953 is expected to be confined to the· early months·. In the 
second half, output will probably equal that of the past ·year. 

Prices of cattle, assuming continued high consumer demand for meat 
and no marked liquidation of herds, may show a.modest i~rovement in l954 
over 1953. Prices of hogs will probably be somewhat lower next fall than 
the favorable prices of this fall. 
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REVIE.'V1 AND OYTLOOK 

Meat Out.E_~.! this Winte~ 
to be Below Last Vlinter 

Total producti6n'of.red mekt this w1~ter·is e:ltpected to be no larger 
than last winter and probably will be moderately smaller. Prospects indi­
cate less fed beef and onl.Y.!'l little more of all beef, less lamb, and less 
pork than a year ago. -

·. · ', · . :tn eack moi1th: trom J't~ly to No~em~e;:, .-~~J.:ii.pments of · ~eeder ~attle into 
the Corn· 1Belt 'were below' a year ·earlier. 'Oilly in :Oedenl.ber did shipments 
begin to·. e:icqeed "~hose· of the·:Pte\rious year.·· ~he"tota.:r'redtict:i.on for July­
Nov'{:;mbe:i:- · wa.a·· 20 percent •. : The m:unb~r ·of ccitt:i:e. on· feed Janu~ry l, 1954 
probably wa~ ·not ·dovmby so· great·$. percentiige·because 'larger ·n.~bers of 
)~cai~y produc~a ·r,eed~r~ _·goins · ihto ·feedlote h~lp~Ci to .h9+,q.·u:J?.''I?he total 

· ni.lm.ber fed. And the mtmber on feed this Jan-a.ary 1 was la;~ge compared with 
any other January number except the record ·:of last yeat .... :8\.it the supply of 
fed cattle for slaughte+ this winter will neverthe+ess show a reduction from 
l!3,st .. winter. (The :report ·of cattle on ;ti~~d· JanU,ary _1;::195~ will be released 
January 13) ~ · · .. ·' · 1 • ·•· · .. • .. ' · •. :·.... · · • · · • .... 

· ' , ' • 1.' • • ,·' '1' 1.. , . < i ; . ·, 

·: .. ··. ·~ ·.: · Fina~~~al· ld~se~ ... ~f. :feed~rs ·iast ~ea~o.I+ ~er_~ la~$~~i.._ .. r~~t)onsible for 
, ,the fe~er c~~tle gEfi~g plac~f.c::mfe~d · t~~s .. p_e.~~ :~al~~:. :_HOV{eye~~ R_Y late fall 
·fe~de~s appeared t¢ ·~egain cdnfidence in the dut~ook for E~ofit~ in feeding. 
At ·the same time demand· revi vi§d '.rot crdttle ;to gb on the impt'o,Jea wheat 

·" . . ; . • . . . • . . . . '• . ~ •. ' • . . . ' . ' . I ~ •. ' I • 

pastures and shipm~nts··of feeder ·and ·stocker c:atct'le ln :Qe,c~mber .. 'Qegan to 
exceed the comparS:l:iie ·'1952 rate. ·Their· :P,;t;iqes mov~·d \lP "yo ··$2 .o<t,or more 
per 100 pounds above their October 'lows .. · · · ' · · 

··, ;sia4ghter of Nort-fed .- . ' · · ·· · ; · •· .,., ;·; 
-~ .. ·. Ca,ttle "top_£ ~ath~ ~atg~ · · .. ·' · "'·• · · ::: · 

• • ~. •···. ... ••.•• 4 •• ··; :' •• Y 

: ·.. Although :(~wer fed cattle· ··~t.L'll be· f:d~~ghtered this. ~i;nter; slaughter 
• . · - ,· • (, · l · ' ' ' •'1 ' ' ·' I l · ' t , 

of a:ll other ·catt·le··may be larger.'than last'·~inter; Total cattle slaughter 
"-..:fed _and non:..fea· combined·-=~1-ri~l''i'ikely 'be·~~ 'a ii~tle froni .. a ye·ar ago. 

·.~ .- .. ' . r. ,. . . . ... 

Much of the· iri:crease 1rl_'·non~t:ed. ca:ttl~; slS:u~hter .·w11.1· b~ -~h cows. 
Sia.ughter of cows was still relati'v~ly small )ast }i+n~e:r. an_~: spring, aver­
aging only 28 percent above the preceding · ~etir fr6m 'January· to July. But 
slaughter of cows d~ing the fall increased.faster.th~ usual and from July 
'to ·November· averaged 4J·percent above a '.fte:r· earl~~r. ·. (See table 1~) Con­
t:i:n~.ling at· a high_ex· rate,' cco't-r slau_g!lter,. this· winter .is, expec_ted ·to be some-
wliat ~:reat_er· _than last winter. · · ·' ;~. -~ · ·' · : .. 

Slaughter of grass s.teers and heifers. could be up .. a bit from last 
winter, dependihg on hmr ·man7/ producers in a:reS:s· '1-rith adequate feed chose 
to hold forth~ wi~ter market rather th~n 'eel~ at lbw;prices_of last fall. 

Calf slaughter increased considerably iri>l953. It': will probably 
stay fairly large. 



- 5.:.- f O• I 

Table 1.- Cattle slaughtered under Federal inspection,, by class, 
by months, 1951, 1952 and l953 JJ · ·.. · · · 

---- ----- --__,..-_Number ___________ ------

Steers Heifers • •. . f. Cows 
Month . --------- __ __, --- __ _..._ ...... --- ---- ----

.: c : : .: :~ 

: 1953 : 1952 : 1951 : 1953 : 1952 : 195l : 1953 : 1952 : 1951 . . . . . ---·--·--- --- --- --- --- ---...:..·• __ .. _.__,.._ 

Jan. 
Feb. 
Mar. 
Apr. 
May 
June 
July 
Aug.· 
Sept. 
Oct. 
Nov. 
Dec. 

Jan. 
Feb, 
Mar. 
Apr. 
May 
June 
July 
Aug. 
Sept, 
Oct. 
Nov. 
Dec. 

: 11000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 
=~~ ~~ ~d ~~ ~~. ~~ ~~ ~d ~d 

.. 
• 709 

692 
802. 
869 
854 
890 
849 
774 
781 
752 
693' 

600 
586 
545 
586 
622 

. 560 
627. 
614. 
621 
660 
516 
635 

583 
416 
512 
533 
630 
48.3 . 
508 l 

511 
441 

. 446 
479 .. 
519 

179 
.165 
153 
152 
122 
135 
165 .. 

'178 
189 
219 
i83 

. ; 130 
. 122 
117 . 
102 
. 89 
. 87 
;1.09 

'• ·:110 
.123 
i45 
131 
143 

141 
115 
107 
89 
79 
85 
97. 

101 
86 

.103 
98 
99 

390 
287 
3o·8 
304 
319. 
371 
431 
492 
618 
755 
690 

334 
252 
239 
221 
254 
271 
314 
364 
417 

'525 
462 
437 

401 
270 
261 
245 
238 
1~3 
267 
387 
.377 
527 
502 
350 

--- ----- ··--- _ __.__,_ ------ --- _.;...___ ----
------ ___ Per,oJ31l]a.g§. 9f'·.tQt41 gl\t.t;J,e-··ale.Qgh:tered 

' ' .. . • . 
:Percept Percent Percent Percent Percent .Perce~t Percent. Percent ?ercent 
• . 
: 54.0 

59.1 
61.7 
63.4 

.: 63.5 
. 61.4 

.: 56.7 
'51.8 
47.5 

: 42.2 
: ·" 43.1. 
• . . 

54.7 
59.5 
58.8 
62.4 
61.6 

. 58~0 
57 .o . 
54.1 
51.1 
47.5 
44.8 
59.7 

50.3 
53.6 
59.3 
59.6 
63.9 
61.4 
55.2 
48.0 
46.1 
39.1 
42.7 

·52.0 

13.6 
14.1 
11.8 
11.1 
9.1 
9.3 

11.0 
11.9 
11.5 
12.3 
11.4 

11.9 
12.4 
12 .. 6. 
10.9 
8.8 
9~0 
9.9 
9.7 

10~i 
10.4 
11.4 
11.4 

12.1 
13.0 
11.1 
10.0 
8.0 

10.8 
10.5 
9.5 
9.0 
9.0 
8.7 
9.9 

. '' 
29.7 
24.5 
23.7 
22.2 
23.7 
25.6 . 
28.8 
32.9 
37.6 
42.4 
42.9 

30.5 
25.6 
25.8' 
23.5' 
25.2 
28.1 
.28.5 
32.1 
34.3 . 
37.8 
40.1 
34.9 

34.6 
30.4 
~27 .1 
27.4 
24.1 
23.3 
29.0 
36.4 

. 39~4 
46.2 
44.7 
35.1 

1/ Number of bulls and stags not shown. 

Compiled from Market~~ Livestock Division, AMS. 



DEC. 1953-JAN. 1954 - 6 -

Lamb F-ee.Q.in.g ~1§!:.9. 

Le ;'l~ than Lal!]. ~.!!!:. 

Fewer lambs are being _fed this· :t1lnter than last. Unsatisfactory 
profits the last two ·feeding seasons and poor pros-pects for wheat paAtures 
early in the fall were reasons for reduced feeding. As pastures improved, 
shipments of lambs td :pasture. areas. were .speeded. but not enough to lift · 
the total volume of feedin13; to last winter 1 s ·-scale. 

SpririB Pigs MarkQ.~~.9:. :Ea~.J:x_; 
Small Carr;y_oy~ into !~ 

Farmers apparentlY' marketed their spring pigs at youngE~r age in 1953 
than ever before. Hogs were sold as soon as they reached. light slaug..l}ter 

:weights· which they attained unuflually early. All hogs (including so>m) 
slaughtered under Federe~i inspection averaged only 225 pounds in September, 
the lightest average for· the month since 1936 •. 

That marketinc;s were earlier in 1953 tb.ari in 1952, also an early 
marketing year1' may be seen from data on slaughter by months" Although 
the total spring ·pig crop was ll _percent smaller the.n the 1952 · sprJng crop, 
the number of hogs slaughtered und.er Federal inspection from August through 
November was within 6 percent of' last year. But j_n December, weekly· · 
slaughter dropped to around. 30 percent below the large slaughter of De­
cember 1952, 

With many spring pigs already slaughtered, .~0ns1derably fewer· 
remained for ehipment·af'ter January L On December 1 the.number of hogs 
over 6mont.hs ole. on farmo was reported to be nearly a fifth smaller than 

· the previous :D'ecember. For :barrows arid gilts alone the reduction was 
probably more than one -fifth. January nwnbers probn.bly were down as much • 

. l'J.eat Stocks Lowest 
in 3. ~-- ·· 

Stocks of meat in cold storage at the beginning of 1954 were riot 
large. On December 1, holdings -of beef .were ll percent -below the same 
date of 1952 and those of pork were off 17 percent. Stocks of all ~at, 
at 601 million pounds, were 13 percent below a year earlier and the 
smallest for the date since December, 1950. 

A smaller supply of meat for consumption this winter would reverse · · 
the trend of 1953, when ·supplies and consumption of beef., veal, lamb:and · · 
total red meat increased a great deal. (See table 2,) 

Low~ MOn_i Qutput :to Qi ve_ ·· 
SuJ2:Q.Qt..l to ~!Lfl 

Since total meat _production will dro-p off, prices nf' meat animals 
are likely to show strength this winter. Prices of hogs will be in best 
position. In late December, they already had risen $4.00 per 100 pounds 
from their mid-November low and were $6,00 above prices at the end of 
1952. Hog prices will probably retain an appreciably M.gher level than 
last winter. 
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Prices of fed cattle of top grades also wi~l probably stay at late 
1953 levels and might edge upw·ard. Prices of: lower grade. cattle stand 
less chance of any s1.zable increase soon, inasmuch as slaughter of all 
kinds of unfinisl;ted·. o~.· half ;.fini·shed.: ca.tt:Le·. will,· be. rele.ti vely larger· than 
that,.of::·hi:ghlydinislaed cattle. S:p~ea..ds between :prices·.by. grades uill .. i 

likely continue wide. However, as. ·spring ap:vr.oa.che~·· the. demand 'for .cn.ttle .. 
to go on grass will probably s·ille:btmefi-;t to pr<.tces uf:lowe.t-:~irade cattle. 

·-·~. : . .' ····~'-.· ~ :·· •. :::.)·:.:;· ' : 't .. ·.: ,,, ~- .... ,;· .... · .:· .··: ; . 

P·~ices1' for .lamb.& ~.eem ·likely: to·. make some seasonal in.cJi'ea·se ·.and'. may 
at times equal~ o::r·,exceed· thos.e ot' last wi~terQ · · >·: , .. i .. :, . - .. , · . : .• : · .· .. · 

:. ~ . ... . . • . '~ : . ' . ! ' . ' . 1. •. ~ 
.. , .. . '· · .... ;: . ' .. ;' :. : . ' . -~ ' . ; : '; ., .. :. :· , ... \• .. _' ' '',,I • •:t •' ''. •'t 

Table 2.- Meat consumption per person·. by. quarter yea;rs-;. · 
1950 to date 

• .1 ". 

.' ::.:.:·;·J.:.r,! .:·.· . '"': _ _'~:.·;: ·~~:~~_:;·-:·7.':-::~L~b,.' ·.,:. C . ·.·; ... ·.:·.,· .. Total.: ... 
Period d· , Be~t' ::. · : ·,Vea:l:o. · .·~ ·.an~·, .. , .~·· .. :Pork .y:. :·. red·, 
··;· ·'·· ,,: · _-, ~ :·· .: ...... : . . .. :x. mutton ._.: .. ·": ... . . •.. ,meat .. 

,·.-:. , · .. _.-~~~Pounce-· -. -.-· Pounc;la-·-:~· ~~ Po\.mds-::-~4 ••• : ·l?ounds .. : ·' . · Pou.nds. 
--- •---- I ---- -·-- ---. 

. . ' .: . ~! . '·. ' ·: ~ ·: . 

1951 : 
Jan. -Mal,'., , •J:. ' ... ·.14- q<4 
Apr.-Jun~· ··=~=· ... J.3.1· 
July-Sept~, .:, .· .14-,·2 . •· 
Oct.~ -:Pe~ •: ·. :: · ·13'.5 
Year-~-· · .: . 55 ~2: . 

. - '. 
1952 '. : . 
Jan.-Mar., 
Apr.-June 
July-Sept. 
Oct .• -Dec, ·.:: · 
Year. . •· 
1953 
Jan.-Mar. 
Apr.-June 
July-Sep:t. . :·· 
Oct .... Dec. . . : ' 

Year 

l~.3 
14.5 
16.2 
16.2 
·bl.'2 

17:.5 
l.8.9 

. 2Q,l 

.· ' 

... 

I ' .'1 ·, 

·. 1.6: ... ;·,. ... ·9 
.·· 1.5·. < "' ·.8.' 

·1··8. ., . ·.8·, . 
' • • • > ~ ' '. 

. 1·. 7 .. ·· .. .. . .9 
b.b.. '·: ,• '·. . 3~1+ .. 

. 1·5 
1.5 
2,0 
2.1 
·r~I 

1.8 
2.2 
2.7 

1, , •• 

1.0 
1.0 
1.0 
l,l .. 
4:"1 

1.2 
1.l. 
1.1 

·' ..... "'. 

.... 18.1 
.· 16.:9: 

... "16.1 
19.~ .· .. 
70.b ~ .. 

' 19.2 
16.9 
16.0 

. 19.5 
. 71-:b' 

. . 36.6 
34.7 
33.9' ,:, 
.37.2< . 
llili:4 .. ' 

.~.:.;'',. 

... ,: 

36.0 ' • 
33·9 
35.2 

. 38.9 . 

. 1r.r.-;:;O ' '" '+'l-eV ... 

3i3.4 
37.1 
37,8 
. g./ 

.. y 

·.'' 

I, 

. . ' . ' . . ~---· - . ________ .: __ ;_ __ - ·--·-------
1/ E~cluding la.r¢1·, '-·' · ·' · ... 
2/ Total red meat consumption in the fourth quarter ·of ~953 was probably 

up·-a little from the S8llle period of 1952 but by a smaller gain than reg­
istered: :fo~.· .ot,ber ·quarters.. .Data, for the. fourth quarter,. when .available, 
wil:l,. probably J.if:t t:)l~ 195~ total a little above the prelil!linary.• .estimate 
of 15J.,.p01,lllds. ,, ' 

. :·:. .. • 
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Winter Reduction in.: Meat Output 
-¥eiiiPorary; 1954. Total;-~ be !!!J!h 
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The winter reduction in meat supplies :will be temporary-·. Price 
strength resulting·: :from it would ·probably: prove unreliable. as an indicator 
of· .~eneral levels·:to be ex.pected :the next year or two. 

. . .. ' 
The livestock industry bas been built up to a big production capa­

city. Total. meat output will probably continue fairly lar!;e· •. For 1954 
it will be only moderately. below l953i' and will b.e larger than in· any 
other peacetime year. The reduction will be largely confined to the first 
half of the year; meat output in the second half promises to be fully as 
large . as in the same period of 1953. . ' · · · · · 

·.··· 
Production of beef in 1954 is likely to be only moderately smaller 

thaa .the·record output of 1953. The prospective smali decrease will partly 
reflect the moderate:reduction in cattlenumbers on·farms January 1 1 1954 
that is ~~kely. t~ be .re.Ported~: in the livestock numbers report to be .. released 
!ebruary 12. . Cattle slaug~ter was extremely large in 1953. Starting upward 
in the fall of 19521 slaughter in every month of 1953 except January' set a 
new high record for the month. Although the major.factor causing-the large 
slaqghter was the big buildup in numbers on farms 'in previous years, 
dro~ght in wide areas of the country added to the s1aughter.rate, partic­
ularly late in the year. Weekly slaughter of cattle '.under Federal :tn·spec­
tion :in November and up to the holide.ys in December ·continued close to the 
seasonal peak rate reached in October. : 

. . While inventory numbers of cattle and calves at the beginning of 
1954 apparently were somewhat lower than a year ear~ier, :no large scale 
liquidation is eXpected du:ring the yefiJ: •. Only if caused by wideapr.ead 
severe drought .or sharp business recession would a large'reduction·in cattle 
numbers be likely dur:J,ng 1954. The prospect is for production of· beef the 
next year or two to stay at a level that would provide aPound 70 pounds 
consumption per person. ~his would be less than the. 75 pounds corisumed in 
1953 but more ·than the 53 pdunds average in the 1930's or the·"6o.pounds in 
the 1940 • s. · . ·: .. ·. '~.' 

' 
' ., 

Production of lamb.and mutton in 1954 will likely:be smaller than in 
1953. The 14 percent incr~ase in the number of sheep and lambs slaughtered 
in 1953 points to a small reduction in the number of sheep and lambs on 
farms January 1 1 1954. This will probably be followed by a decrease ·in the 
numb.~r slaughtered in 1954. . · . · ·. · ' ~ · ' · , · ·: 

I ' ' • I ' ' 

. The 1954 total production of pork is expect'ed''to be somewhat below 
1953 production. However, a marked change will take place during .the· year. 
Production in early months will be considerably below a year earlier.'· After 
mid-year output will about. equal t~t of 1953 and in endi:l).! .months it will 
exceed a year earlier. These changes will result :flrom· th& 'increase· taking 
piace in ·:~he· number of :hogs: produced·.: · ·· ··.; 

The fall pig crep of 1953, ·reported· ·at 31•9'·million pigs, was 9 per­
.·· .ceeat smaller· than the 1952 fall crop.. Eve:ey- regioo had a reduction.. Regions 

outside the Corn Belt were dmm 15 percent on the average, while~- the Corn 
Belt reduced 6 percent. (See tables 3 and 4.) 
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Table 3.- ·Number o! sows farrc:nnng, pig~ saved and p:i.gs sa-.:ed per Utter, spring 
and fall pig crops,· United States, by regions, 1948 to date 

Sprjng'Pig.Crop 

I 
.. 

.North ~.entral • ! 

Year . I North South· ··· : .. south western United 
. : Atlant,ic A~l~tii:: ·. 

I . • . ~ States East.·· · west : 1 central 
: :. 

:. Thousands Thousands Thousands Thousands Thousands Thousands Thousands 
I 

·Sows farro ng 

1948 153 2,111 3, 718, . 608 987 256 7,833 
1949 165 2,394. 4,319 633 1,053 256 8,820 
1950 .. 145 2,554 4,568 631 1,048. 228' 9,174 
1951 153 2,625 4,855 683 1,026 249 9,591 
1952 157 2,442 4,041: 721 904 215 8,480 
1953 1/ 136 2,251 3,649 597 . 603 . 144 1,371 
1954 !I· 122 2,)57 3,895 .. .. 611· 653 157 7. 795 

. : ....... ' Pigs sav.ed · 
1948 1,010 1.4,052 24,o62 3,714 6,030 1,600 50,468 
1949 1,107 15,909 27,835 3,909 6,570 1,639 56,969 
19$0 920 16,177 28,905 . 3,971 6,534 1,42~ 57,935 
1951 1,016 17,238 . 31,463' 4,273 . '. 6,430 1,587 62,007 
1952 ·1,072 16,421 26,994 4,6o1 5,846 1,336 56,270 
1953 1/ 942 15,534 24,955 3,910 3,947 9491. 50,237 
1954 !I 52,000 

.. p.£gs saved per ·litter 
Number Number Number Number Number Number Number 

1948 6.58 6.65 6:47''' 6.11 6."il 6:26 6':Ii4 
1949 6.73 6.65 6.44 .. 6.17 6.24 6.39. 6.46 
1950 6.)6 6.33. 6.33 6.29 6~23 . 6,26. 6 •. 31 
1951 • . 6.6) 6.57 '6.48 6.26 6.27 6.38 6.47 
1952 6.83 6.72 :' •', 6,.68 6.38 ().47 6.23 6".64' 
1953 1/ 6.92 6.90 6.84 6.55 6.5$ 6.59 6.81 
1954 !1 

:I I 
6.65 

: ' .. ... ' 

1948 .. 
1949 :I ... 
1950 
1951 
1952 I, 

1953 1/ •.' .. 
.; l . 

Pigs .~aved 
1948 865 10,917 11,184 3,452 5,717 1,223 33,358 
1949 831 11,92) 12,694 3,,$)1 . 6,059 ... 1,235. 36,275 
19$0 815 13,289 14,~74' ,3,5.52 5,99z 1,.076 39,~404 .• .. 
1951 872' 13,Jh6 14,690 .. . 3;968 ' . 5,70 1,224 39,604 

.. 

1952 818 11,972 13,252 3~559 . 4;420 940 34';'961 . 
. . 

1953 !./ 661 11,290 12,310 3,076 3,788 757 31,882 

~i§e eave~er titter 
r Number Number Niiiilher N e r . N\iiiiber . ' N\iiill?er · Nliiiber· 

1948 "T.M' 6.78 6:62 6:2'7 "T.32 ""6.'43 6.58 
1949 6.77 6.62 6.54 6.25 6.~7 .. 6.?5 . 6.52 
19$0 6~83 . 6.74 6.72 6.33 ,;, 6.49 . : 6.50 6.65 
1951 6.92 6.70 6.57 6.51 6•49 . 6~47 6.60 
1952 6.97 6.72 6.71. 6.41 6.46 ~-56 6.65 
1953 '};/ 6.91 6.75 6.68 6.65 6.60. 6.58 6~70 

1/ Pi'eiWnar}. · 
~I Number indicated to !arrow troa breeding intentione as ot December 1, 1953. Average number or piss per 
!itter with allowance !or trend used to calculate indicated number of pigs saved. 
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Table 4.- Number of BOWS farrowing and percentage distribution by months, 
f'all season, United States, 1948 to date 

Number of sows farrowing 
Year June July 

. 
: Sept • Oct. 

. 
Nov. : Total . Aug. . . . . 

:Thousand Thousand Thousand. Thousand Thousand Thousand Thousand 

1948 .7?7 '570 985 i 1,525 871 392 5,070 
1949 731 618 1,172 1,760 901 386 5,568 
1950 710 610 1,285 1,891 1,004 423 5,923 
1951 819 673 1,350 1,827 987 376 6,032 
1952 809 658 1,209 1,559 734 288 5,257 
1953 685 626 1,199 1,321 647 284 4,762 

______ Percentage of total sows farrowing 
:Percent· Per <?.!ill:!! wsent Percent Percent Perce,llt Percent 

1948 14.3 11.3 19.4 30.1 17.2 7.7 100.0 
1949 13.1 11.1 21,1 31.6 16.2 6.9 100.0 
1950 12.0 10.3 21.7 31.9 17.0 7.1 100.0 
1951 13.6 11.1 22,4 30.3 16.4 6.2 100.0 
1952 15.4 12.5 23.0 29.6 14.0 5.5 100.0 
1953 14.4 13.1 25.2 27.7 13.6 6.0 100,0 

Fall pigs are marketed from Februe.ry to early August. Late in this 
period, possibly after mid-year, hog slaughter is likely to rise from 
below to above the corresponding 1953 slaughter rate. 

Farmers' withholding of both gilts and sows for breeding will help 
to hold hog siaughter this winter and spring below a year earlier. 

Hog production is now on the increase. Farmers reported December 1 
that they intended to have 6 percent more sows farrow spring pigs this 
year than last. At an average size litter, the number of pigs would rise 
4 percent to 52 million. All regions except the North Atlantic reported 
a prospective increase in spring farrowings. In the Corn Belt the increase 
is the same as the United States average--6 percent. 

The 52 million spring pigs in prospect, while above last year's 
small crop, is lees than any crop from 1949 to 1952. It is not a very 
large crop in relation to the consuming population. 

Prices for Cattle May 
Average~ Little Higher 1a ~ 

The prospective leveling out and small decrease in beef output 
following 2 years of fast increase promises more stability in cattle prices 
in 1954. Prices will likely average no lower than in 1953 and may be 
higher. However, price gains will be modest. Prices will not return to 
their levels of 1951-52. 
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Cattle.· :being f.~d this winter went into feedlots later and at lighter 
weights than last oeason. Consequently, following the rather firm market 
fo~ top grade oteers expected this winter, a delayed ~ea~onal price decline 
may ~ceur when the~e late placements are market·e<i 'in ;th,e 6pririg~. :The 
prospects are· geed,· bowever, that prices wilf ribt' drop ·a:e 'low e:s la·st 
spring. 

' . '\. ··. . ' . . .. . . . 
Pr:J.cee · fr.r eto·ck cattle to go en grata ·will p'robably' rise seasonally 

in late winter and early spring, The sprea4 between priees.~f top and low 
grades, which wi;J.l be wide until that time,· Wili then be ·narrowe'a· eGlnsider­
ably. ', .. ,, . 

As the· em-1 herd and the annual calf ·crop contfnu:e· large, a big sup­
ply of grass {o',attle for feedi.ng and slaughter will again be availa'9*e in 
the fall. And ·prices may aga:l.n be rather low relative to the price· ef top 
grade fed ca"tit~l.e. However, if pri.ces of fed cattle prove fairly strong, as 
expected, and feeders realize average or better prQfits, gemanq for feeder 
cattle wili 'be stre1;1~'llezied to some degree. Prices·for·feeder'.cE!,ttl~.and 
other gr~sa··ea:t.~ie·'wou!.a· be· somewhat higher th~n thisjast fall~ Particu­
latly::~ould .. th~re be ·fewer :i..ristances. of severely depre~sea !'rices the.n were 
reptrted ·the ~MPt· year, · · ·· · · · · ·. · ' 

Prf~rr~.{~~~-~ ~~~ ~!i.x . 
; :.1.!N'ro\re 'Sl.t€kt~y ~ · !:.;:ie~J!. for .. 

'·· Hogs ·t~l:lne :l.n Fall 
---·---- 'f .... ~· ·.• .! .•.. 

P.r~ces fO,J:,' lnm~s 1 refl~~ti~g .~he ~o,der.at~. recovery .. in. c~.t.~+e :prices, 
seem· like·ly to average at least s.s hfgti 9,6 in 1953 and may at t~~~s· exceed 
l953':prices. · · · ·' · · · ::~~ · · · . .,. .:. · · 

• l ..... 

' . 
Pr:f,.ces for bogs.are exp-ected to continue at clo~e·to.present levels 

until late s~er. At that time a seasonal decline will begin, and the re­
duet~~n will likely be ,greater tha.n usual because the·.~ate of ·hog .·slaughter 
will .have risen above,the. ·corresponding 1953 rate •. Hog :prices next fall will 

.. pr~be,bly be lower th~n ·this past .fall •. · .. However 1 since the increase ·in pigs 
saved will not ·be very ·large, ;price changes from 1953 will .not be except.ion.- . 
ally graat. Hog prices next. fall are. expected to remain ··favorable t·~ .pr~ducers. 

The Depa~ment of Agriculture halted buying beef for domestic distri­
buti.~n, 1.md~r· S•eetion 32. progrruns: ~n· December 16., a<fvising·; :Proc·essor~ to 
dieeentinue submitting bids .until fu1•ther notice~· HO\·rever ~ the De:pa:::.·t'ment· 
wiU:. ·c.r,ntinue. te. buy: 'beef' for· the· Foreign· Operations· Administration whenever 
request o : are. r.ecei ved • · ) · · 

\ .. 
~otal e~ntraets for ·],953,. both S-ection 32 purche;see and for. eX:port;. 

w~re slJ.ghtly: le111s than 25.0' mill-ion pounde ~· About three-fourths·· waa i·n the 
ft:na ef' canned beef and ·gravy, as· may be not·ed from the ·following summary 
data: 
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. .: . .. 
' • ..,. : ' 1 ~ • ' • 

~ . I ' 

Total 1953 contracts 
· · · ·· ·. (pounds)'' · ·. · 

. ' .. •,' ~-: .·j ' 

Ca~ned beef arid gravY' : . · ·- · · 
.. (Utility grade "or lowe£) · 

' I -;:~ ' •. "" 

,. 
·.· .. .. 

Hamburger 
(Commercia,l grade or better) 

. . '. . .. . ' ~-. . ·... : .. 
~7,34~,000 
. ' \. ~ ~ .. 

carc~ss ·beef, 3-way .(Good ·grade) 
. "·: ·. ,; ... . '. . .\ .. 

17,486,000 
Carcass beef, frozen (Utility 
grade o,r..b~t~~~) 

I''.' • • • .' • I ' 

Totai 
r, t . .,i . · ... 

.. , 

I' '· • ~ 

., . 
'" ·. . .'.\ : ', "~ 

...•.. ·of the total; contracts, about. 30,000,0Q~}"plmfic'ilf'ar'e for shipment. 
abroad under firiaiilci~g by· the Foreign Operations-··:Adm1nistration and.:.· ; · 
220,000,090:po\lnds were pU,rchased under Section 32 .. funds"With 6elivery.to 
the ·school lunch program and other eligible institutional··outleta~ · 

.... "'·. . . . 
The beef purchases diverted from normal channels the equivalent of 

about 865,000 lower grade cattle (mostly cows ) * iJ.'h1s number o'f ·cows would 
about equal the increase in the number of ~·ows s·laUgbtered under Federal 
inspection this past fall over the previous fall~ · 

Although. delivery· dat~'s''l'or be.ef· contraets,· e"xtimd· through March 
1954, alnlbst all. the beef cont'racted for must have been produced·~; or-•eattle 
must have been purchased, by December 15. Henc:e the price benefi:t.·from· 
the program was largely confined to the fall season when marketings of 
cattle, particularly of the middle. .and lower grades,.~.~ .. la.rgest. 

' • ' • • • < ,Oil I • I 

Some .of the price. effect ma:y 11:evert.~elees c~~cy oYe:r uri~.il ,wi11ter 
because the governmen-t program probably .. caused some packe,~s t'o postpone 
their own a.~c~ulatiOil Qf stor~ge . ~to£,ks Of b~~.f until ~a~f.,,er the ,go'l[e~rnment• 
purchase period. This delayed pri:vat.e ·deJnan.d "mfl.y. J;l.olst'~r ·..somewhat . the 

·winter market f.or middle to lower grade cattle. · · · ·· · 
' • .... ',; ·I' ._ • • 

New Names for Federal Grades 
of Barrows and Gilts under 

-cOii'Sideration-- --

' .... 

·:. . .., ·Th~ Dep~rtment of .Agricul:twe ari'nouriced December' 'ii that it is con­
s;Lder.ing a proposal by a Swine Industry Commit:tee to change the namss; pf 

.the grades for :slaughter (live)' arid carcas·s bar·rows and giits. · Tli(f'c'ollimittee 
proposes changing ·the three Choice designations of Choice· No:~ 1} Ciho.ice' 
No.2, and Choice No.3, to Meat, Good, and Overfat respectivel;f. 'No· change 
:would . be. made in. ~.es of. the Medium ~n~ . Cull. g_~ad.es • . A ;period of 60 days 

.. ending F,~;t>:ruary 15! .,has beeJl aUoweA tQ .provide. ;tn~erest_ed P.e.rties an .oppor-
tunity to. ex;pr.ess their view.s .concerning tl;le proposal. ·. · · · · 

' . ' •. ·t f .• ,,• . • . • .•." ·, 
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~··:t.::~~a~~tr4~~~~s;~~. ~ ...... ·:.;:::~: '··.:'·· :·f·.·~- ·~ ::::> 
. It . . il :. ' ., ·' .·: : ' .. : .... ·'' ·-· ," • . ' ' I .. : . / • . . . ·:) .'.: .:;, ; ~. "'; .... : .' ~ '•: I :. • •. . t ':. ',. ; ._·, . 'i ' .: i. 

· .... : ·~ :. ·. Sp~cial: .dr6ligh't( . aid:. continues .. in .a number .. ot. counties. w\:l,ere. dry .• 
· we~~~er.. :~e~d..' Ao#, ·-~~11. ~n~ ·· w.i~t~#: ': St-a~ir:g. :a~d .,:required early. t~eqing Qf 
hay. which ;reduced the 'S~PPl¥ f<:>r .t4e. wi,n~~~ •. . .As o,f DecemQ~r., 28, .. 691. cQun­
ties had been certified '·to· receive feed, at 'reduced prices. Of these 

:. :. 6qQ. .w:er~ drq'llSJ:lt. .. ~qu~tJ,.~.s :>.~~~::.\2? .. ,w~~ _.f.~90d ~~sa~~er. oo~ntt.es ~n Florida • 
. . 'ro :~l.igP>le proe(uc~r-a i-q. ~be.~e .\QqUJ;lt_ie,, .. cor~ i.e, .availa~le fx,om .. 'the Co~odity 
:~ gre9it:.CQ~o,iatio~.,~~.,$l: .• Q.~ ~~:er)u.e~el, ~~·:w.eat ~at .. $,1.19 ,p~r ,:buah~l~. :: 
. Cot -tons'eed cake, pell~''t'e' and "meal had bef#rJ:i pi'OV~de.d .. at $.35 .oo .-·per ton . and 

oats at $0.50 per bushel but supplies have been depleted. 
·- ..... :·' ···~··: ":· .:·.::.! -~···::~·•::·'··· .j~-:''1''·: :·.'\.'•', :J '; -~~· .. :.~ ;,"\::::."·.::· . .::·J'.·:-·:··: ·.·.,,.· 
· ~: . ·. · .... The· ,D~p.a~tme.nt1 ·~a·a .. :~~t.ered· .!n.to ... :C:o.operative .-.~~e~nta -,with ;12· · ,_; 
.·States ··for 'einez'gency ·'d'i'stril:iution. of' ··hay:: .. The-, liepa..r.tment :eont:r,-iput~a · b.alf 
the cost of shipping the hay up to $10,60 per ton.· The. railroads have 
rem:l. tted th~. -p~lf~~:r;;;. ~~ .: o~-. Ml~,:;·~Ot?:li~ l;la;v.~t;'~~ ,·~~e~~ :~o . a: · 5</. percent reduc­
tion in rates to disas1:(~r .ar~.afJ-, :Th:l.~ ll~d!,l~:t~n<:was due to end December 31 
but there was a possibility of a fuither extension • 

• . , • ·, • : .•••••••• ,t .. , "1"'" ·· ....... ~ ...... , .. ... : •. ·:,·· ..• ! . , :.',·r ·,·.,; ::-~.-;·:;~,i.' .· .. :,•.·.'·' ,. 
· }?t'~;e.ef9!.~~-~t~le ·~ :_:Seet:.h.a~~e- .: ·:; .:. .. :, ·.:. .: .: "··... .' : ...... : ....... . 

.. :.: F~~?W.eCl .. ,§gZrp.l.ar :·:iP~~,- :wi.t~~·!!e_. -.:· ..... : ,; ........ r,.: · . . ·· · ·., . . )1§R~? -~ ~ngEfar·:~ _ . .g~n1:1.1 .:-::;~ ; > ... ,·, :.:. . ... _... .··' ... , 
sRecia.~ '.st\J;.¥)i'inas;. .. ., ; .. 1• , • ; • :· •• , ... ~ • • .• ": • : .~. ·' ·.- < ~.: · : . , '-. ·: :·: 

. ' . .. 

;!·.: .of :~. :"R.e~~~~ .~:ri~-~"· o~;,be_e_~ .. ;·A~v~. ~~~e;r,a~Y.-.r~f:L.~~ted ·-:t~t:t_. d.e~,tining prices 
.r~r liv~ .. ·~~~~~~- ~~· .~9~~ .. ,a:p~;- .. f:Q73;.•··,, P~1,~~s. ,qt., ~e,ta1l.: beef., wnole.~a:lee, 'b~ef 

... car.ca:s.$.es., .. and .. live c~ttle .. gen~r~lJ.y .. f'oll.Owe~ _parall~l ~rends •. '\ The:$e were 
· I'.iti4l~g~ ·reP.oxl~ed:· .ih , ·~:te.:· :t;~~em'b~r. ·by the· -~Sl"icuit~re.l .Marketipg serv:ice 
_.- f8~;?"{1#G: ~;·.~pe.~·~~~- :f31;u~f~;::!/.' , ,..',. . .· ~ ·.,. ·. > · ·.1 • . '! 

.•• ,.' '1.: ...... j;·: .. ~"~:;·.:· ·::' .. · ··:' -~··;!{~./··~~·~: .. ·· ' ... ~.:· ·:: ... ·.'jc, .JJ ' .. · :-.:· .. . ;,. :'·'·: :··:: .· 
.· : . . : .· .. :: Th:,;. r:e,po.rt . .noted· th~t· pr.iees. of:·l~er gr.ad-e· cattle b.awe declined .. 

. ··. m~t~~ }~9# :~pr.~~-~:~ ·:p,~ i hi~.fr.-.: f;~b.1:s~ed .cit tl~ .. : j~\ls p~}ls;i~g ' a·. ~e.ning- pr:Lce 
. dJtf~t~J)~:f_'!l.l;.,.~~r,V';~~'1;. gr~d.e~ ... ; .. ~~~st~ons .:;r~~ ~ai,s~9, _;tW~ r~po~~; s(!.id, ·~as 
·to whether the eXtremely wide differences between grades at the farm level 
'-~· :~·~, ~~~Jl,:~,r.~-rd.!J,~: b:~f?~ pr,t~.es: _at, .the. ~e~)l..1.,.99~tery':'; ;., . ~: Yr : 7 •• • 

.. _ .. ; ·: ;·._~~ :.:., :.::*~~~--~?t',:t~~;-,;~~~e;:~ "--~s:-~~~~:~:.( i'ri.: ~~iti~.;-~1~.~~ht._£t; ;·~~~~::.t~~r· tW9 y~~~~ 
: ~a:s . c~~~ts~-~~, ?,~·\ ;reJ;f!.~l v;.l~ ~.init:Jpeli 1 ~9~er.r .sra(l~ .: yo'f!tlg . ~tQs:k ar+d, , more 

.. ~e?~~1'~Y'~,,g:r_ -~~\tP poye.r.~ ft.1 va,~.-~e¥.{>~~~e(h; Af} m.~;t;~;Q;f the~e. c~t~l~. ·edme on 
~-. t~e. ma~kst·i)ill . ·~ Cl· L tl?:¢ . ~k~~-H~s,' ~~.~y.eJ11.; m~i;,,, b~.: adj~-~1!e4 .: to.~ apsqr:b: tJ;le ·,heavier 
· .s\ipp'~ie.~.:~ ~f,_ f?w:~P"~d:~-: m~~tx::9' ~-~":. : :~_~t~ .. -s~9+"l~-~ . t;a1i~ _.ct~f!i,.~ul.t.y· in: sh:U'ting their 
: c_w3t~me~s .. :f;r?~ one SJ:a<l~·-.,~f:lDJ.~at .. ~o., an~ther ,.,,. .,,. ';J:'~_~s~ .. ,;ri,.gid it~eJ»·o .9 tf. · :m..-1y; .'have 
contributed·initially to the difficultY' of produce:rs in optaining satils~ 
factory prices for low-grade cattle since July 1952." 

.• t"'J ,. ~·: •. , ~-· ' i.~ .• '':"·.··. ··:~· .. .-~· .. ' ::. ,; :' .. :·. -~. ·-~··· ~~~,~:-~··.: ·:·.•t\·:. 

.. . · ,., 'WbiJ..e thU"f aSCri'Qing. the depreQS~d. pr:i,CeS fpr lOWer grade IQ.attl~ ·:tO 
'.~he~ .. ~i~~rpPo~ipnat.e ~~cr~e;s~ ·in their .. suppiy_m~~~ing ,a ·rathQr !rigid .ae~nd, 
~he ·report , diQ. reveal so~e instances of a slight widening .. of ma:rgitns from 
the:ir generaliy"narrow point in.l95l under.:.OPs cpnt:rols •. Th~:-total farm-to­
retail margin for Choice beef rose to a biSh in 1952, then dec;l.ined in 1953. 

1, .• Whol!esale-to-r~tail. ma.rgiJ;l~:·~in cha!.n st,cre~ .. for .the same graae·;~dened· 
elightlt after ).951 but. d~l\ ~ot regain t~e ~eveJr t~~Y held in. th~ last ;two 

~;.~'' 'y Marketing ·Marg~na .. for·~. · . USDA, A~r:Lcult~al Marketirig service, ·: 
December +l95 3. ' - · · · · .. · .. · 
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quarters of 1950. The study gave special attention: it)· :wh:oi~s~it!.~~-¢.;:¥ktail 
margins for lower grades of beef' in October 1953. These mal"git'is' ··averaged 
a li ~~le wi~.er. t.~a~. :t~?-o.se, fo~. C~o~_ce _J~ra~~. ~~ ~h!!J.~Z?- .~_teres~ ... ~.he wider 
average· was. c-ontributed· bywide.J;'·lll.EI.rgiiis' · t.8.keii ·ill, ,sqmEf ·l,ow-'VolUJlle .. ~tqJ;~S • 

... ~n. store~ :hayi~· ~; ·~~r~¢ 'vo~~:-~:..;nm.r.~~.r:,:~b.~'.:;ow~~: :~z;a.~e .. b~ef· _co~j?~~~~ 
·· favorably Vitti margins· ~or C~o~ce .grad:e in:···chaih ··$tOr·e_·a· ~ .. _... ·· · .. :·, ... 

. : . . , ·: ,. ·,. ;. ,·.·:·~\.:." .-··: .: .. : ;·.~·· .. · ;,: ........ ··.::.r:. f\~~- ,. ··.:. -~. L ~J , : . : .... ':· .. 
• · .. r . ., •• • • · · • , 1 '· , ...... -· \ . -I'W ., •... ., l·j ·f • ,. • • •• • ·•• • .: 

· · -~ .. : ·;In' marketing "cattie .( s~atte~ed ~XSJ.liPleB ;w'et'e' ·t~lAbd o'f: verY: .. d·S'pressed 
· .. ··Pr:lce~: _t~r~ ·:s~~e' 1~·· t~~. ~}9w~t~·'~~ade:: ·,~a~~f·· ~tile( ttf t~~. ip~~~ .. :·~.~v~~'~()_q~'·. mar- . 

k-ets • ·.But_' this,· li~e indiv:tdua..l· ~a:~es .. o'f'' ~tile-· .~rgi:~~ en·.Jo':tel" ~):'~~~. beef1 
. ·· 1', .. •wae·not ·the· U:Sual situation":·· ...... ·: :: · ··•·· .-·· .. ~·:···: ·.· ·· .• .... ·' ······ 

~ ·~ ... ,;·,,· ..... ·· ..... ~ ::,~ .... . :; ... ·.· .. ·~···· . ~ : ::.:":··,, 

The report poin:t;ed out that .ev.en though ma.rgi~~ 'Jiend :t.o. remain .oon­
stiaxttl over: a·'· short period:,. they 'b·ilcbnie" ·ii..:targEir~ :J7~rceht·a~e ot'.~h~ _fe~ail 

. :p'rfce when' p:d.:ces ha:ve· dec:tined•· . ' .~;··'-. ·:·.:·-·· ·,: ;,.";. ·.:·"":': · .. < .. J·:·. · .. ,, ... ·., .. '·.·. ~· 
·. . ,,· ••. . ,_.,, ·J·.·:· . . ··. '· .. ~.:. "':• ·; '::::·: .~~-:: ; .::·~:~·~:.~:: ,··. ~-'.:·.)~: ::.:.:r 

• ···: :· ·.· ·:··. · ~· .. ·LIWSTOctt···~~f{~.Arw\:w~··~?~P~!E$·;··±N. ~T.r6~~. >::·;·::.:_.·.~·::~~-
: : :· · · : . ., ~ . : · ·'!10 POPYJ:tlTION·: 189.9~195 3 · '1/ · ·· . · . " .. ' ... .. .... . . .. ' . 

. ·1:<.~ .. · .. -:~: ~··· .. :: ·~.~·: .: ·\.: \ .. :.: .~ . .' ::···· .. ·· ! • .: : ~:·z···c~: .. " );,:·: 

A fundamental measure of the size <?!. t~e .. c~~~~' ~~~ .su~~l,~,)~~ af­
forded by comparing it with the siz~. o:f. :t.h~ :pop~l.~ili9~1;,:· ... ~1:ler. b~ye~:.:9hart 
illustrates supply-and-population trend·a·~ ~ot)>eef. $.11:d·.~:~~~.l;.:.a.)l~-~.:~:~b1.b 5 pro­
vides data from 1899 to date for all meat·~a.nim'al$.~' ~he.-:-t"a,ble··:t~v-ises a 
similar table in this ?ituation for May-June "195.2·, pag~··l2·~·-.:;'' ::>: 

· ·• :. · · ·:; .. :~:.J· N~bers .. or:: ~~tt~~:: a:tid. ~ ·caiy~~ ori, .. :farms; ~hil·(t ~f~n~in$::"t1pw~d, .~~ their 
eha.racteri·stic · oyclica.r·:· ·cp~s~; ··:·.tuiv~. not "kepi pace·: with· po~ul~t;l.~'h .. ~. · ·~: +n­
~reases t~ arinUa.l"· :beef."a~a ·vea·F·ou't:Put :n.~\r~ .. in6;t-e near~ ·~·9.4~.+e~~:i?~:P~iition 

• groWth~.; sinde more'·:·oee:f ±s' 'now ~produced :eS.~h yeal,' , :re:L~:ti vf ~0. I *'$,b~r~- :·of 
cattle on farms than several decades ago. · '·Output·· ot beef· ahd veal' caught 
up with population in the earl¥ 1940's, dropped back in 1948-51, then re­
coverea ~apidlY,: ~:n·: 195~~53'; . ·output'~·in ~95fnot' .nl:Y-. r~a~hecf~h~ p~p~ation 
trend .: but' surpassed :1. t :.; Most ·of: ·the prt~e ·de-clines fo:t· ·be6~ a~a·· cattle can 
be :·.eXl>la~ned"by·:~his ·changed 'relatf.oiui:hip of beet _produot~qn.:~b ·papu:j.~tion. 

~. 
0 

' ~ ·: : : • :: , ~ '' o '.' • : '• , , • 0 , ' 0 ' ' '' • t '.: ' '\. : ' ',' .. ,. , 0 
' 

0 
, 0 , I 'II '0 ' : • I I ' 

, J , , , • W o , '-l • ~ '• , I ' , •, • • : ',. o 1 ' , ' ' ', 1 ' ' 

Pork production ·lias ·trended upward at about the"' same· rate ·a.s··popula-
tion, Howeyer,, _pork productiqn per person has ~e~4om ~t'\iai~~d. the high 

'':J.'evel'·'df· tlie earlt "i9dd•s;· when -iarg~ quantities':·of' pbr~ ·1{~;;:~·, ~~pr-t;eq each 
··year.-· AM''fii 195·3; after :P:t:g"·crops had ·"be~n: cut ·be:ck shatp*y' ·:pork: pr,oduc­

. ;·····tioli ·p'er·:Pet!on droppec) ·to·f~s·toweistt:t>oi~'\l.s~nce i938·~ .... ~Tti~ nuliibEir· o( hogs 
. . rais~d .. ~s "·rtc;>1-r' '11lej¢B:sirig a:nd J?piit .· s\1!iP*ies· ·~iJ:~ .''b'e ~~a;~~ed a·J>utf: ~O.~s$er 

· ' · · -preter~n~!·:~s -. ~ii;PP.ed:r a:wa1}'ro~ :r~~ t. c'+~~· .of :.:P~ik.:·'!Jo·.e: ... s~.~.f;~c;~~~ :.iii~~nt 
·· ~ ~ 'tha'6 .pork··pro®ction may· noi! be ·~u:it~ a.$ high r~lativ'~ ·to';popul~tlO.I!: .. :tn the 

:·tuture· •as' 'rx(the ·l?aS.t.i ... ! :.·:. ·.· :_ ·. :. • _: .'.'"": • .. :.:. :· .' .::, :·:::. ~ .. , .... : : .>: ·~ : .... -~·~: .:·::~ ' ~: :; · .. : ~··. : .. :: ,:-,:.··,;. >; 
Production of lamb and,mutton the ~a.st .f'~w years 4,as bee~ the smallest 

·· ~·in~e :ti·he',ea:r.J.Y'192q··~~' 'P#dU:ct~~q~~'p·ez.·:;p:e~s·o~.i "#t)i:.~;&·:·~*:·~~~~~s.1 .. :J:~ lower 
· · than .ever l?efor~· on :re~o;rd ii~ I'ti. i:s : h:ard: .. ~o· \kriC?w J~s~ · .~~a:t ;~~~r;L,d. :~:gee~· _pro-

. ·auo,.:l:oil- wii,t i'olJ;owi, ='but )t·'1~ uri'li,ke.J.:r·~ti'e:~ ~~e. ~:u~1 -~~t;p~~.:-.# ~l,~~ will 
· · : :·. ev,e~ ·:~¥.~ elo_se ::to' ::i:tS ·,o~et·~¥' ·~'a.:r:.«e ·.!9~ume. ~. ·; · ' .. ·: .:;:~::. '.: .. ~.; ·· ~ .. '.·· ·;;' ·, :.: · :.;."~ 

., : ', • • • ~ • -. •' ': ' • ,) : •' • • •, ' o • ' ' l o .. ' ' I" 't :. • I ' ... , ' • • :. ,, ' ' ~ ' t ' ' ' " I 'I ' ' ' t I • 

·· i~ Vi!ii~i~~~~~k~~·.:;:~~~:·!c{~J:~f~~~~l!~~;~~!~ii~~h ~~~~~·i~~rf,~tion, 
Ha:x:old F. ~r.ei~e;l' 1. w~ich c;an be .c;>JJta.ine~- 9n.. ~.~q~~s~. to. t~te ·E~.~~JiliC· Infor­
mation Branch; '·A:grictiltural'Ma'rketing Servibe1 WB:slitngton 25;.'·~~·: q!;~ :.::. . . ~ .•. . ' . 



Table 5·-liUIIber ot aeat ani.alJo and productiOD and COUUIIption ot IM!at reletiYe to pop>llati:m, UJiited states, 1899-53 i 
~r ot •at aniaala Maat product.ion 2/ !!eat conatmed per person 3/ II/ $ 

t fOtil t Nl' person total : Per perSOD 3/ : : 
1 ~~: tOD flll'IU Jm. 1: :OD farw Jan, 1: 1 : 1 1 1 : : 

year Jan 1 : ill t ill 1 1'18s : ill : ill : Pigs : Lui> : All : Lab : : All : Luob : : All 
l/ • :cattle : abMp : aavecl : cattle: sheep : sued Beet Veal : and Pork : red : Beet Vaal : and : Pori< : red Beet : Veal : and : Pori< : red 
- : and : and :during : and : and :during :1111tt.on : •at : :autton : ••at : : autton : : 1111at 

:cal Yea : laaba : year : calY8s: l.uK>a : -,ear : : 
m. m. m. m. m. m. m. m. 

!!!!!_ ~ beed bead . ~ Head ~ ~ ~ ~ lb. lb. ~ J,b, Lb, Lb. ~ Lb. ~ ~ ~ ~ 

1899 , 74.1 55.9 45.8 • 754 .618 5,522 387 h87 6,31o 12, 7o6 7.3.8 5.2 6.5 st..4 169.9 67.2 ~-2 6.S n.8 1so. 1 
19oo • 75.S 59.7 48.1 .191 .637 5,628 397 493 6,.329 12,847 1u.o 5.2 6.S e3.1 168.8 67.1 5.2 6.5 n.!l 150.7 
19o1 : 76.9 62.6 49.1 .814 .638 5,814 422 548 6,357 13,141 74.9 -5.t. 1.1 81.9 169.3 67.9 5.t. 1.o 10.6 151,1 
1902 ; 78.~ 6h.4 49.2 .822 .628 5,649 476 S64 5,936 12,625 n.3 6.o. 1.1 75.o 159.h 65.o 6.o 7,1 66.7 l.h4.8 
1903 , 8o.o 66.o 47.5 .825 .S94 6,240 492 563 6,o67 13,362 77.4 6.1 1 .o 75.3 165.8 70.9 6.1 6.9 68.2 152.1 
190h . Sl.S 66.4 45.5 · .815 .sse 6,176 491 • 538 6,387 13.592 75.1 6.o 6.6 11.1 165.4 69.6 6.o 6.S 10.6 152.7 
l.90S ; 83.1 66.1 43.8 • 795 .S27 6,Soh 556 530 6,629 14,219 77.6 6.6 6.4 .. 79.1 169.7 71.3 6.6 6.) '71.0 155.2 
l9o6 • 84.7 6S.o 45.S • 767 .537 6,537 598 543 6, 793 14,471 76.5 7 .o 6.t. 79.5 l69.h 11.3 1 .o 6.3 11.0 155.6 
1907 : 86.3 63.8 47.3 • 7.39 .548 6,Shh 626 553 7,059 14,782 75.2 7.2 6.4 81.1 169.9 70.6 7.2 6.3 7h.1 158.2 
1908 ; 87.9 62.o 48.2 • 7oS .548 6,662 637 559 1,535 15,393 75.1 1 ;2 6 • .3 84.9 173.5 12.1 7.2 6.3 Tl• 1 163.3 
1909 •. 89.1 60.8 · >o.8 .• 678 .566 6,915 66o 6oS 6,557 14, 74o 75.3 1.2 6.6 11.5 1~.6 73.1 7.2 6.6 66.1 153.o 
1910 ' 92.8 59-0 S0.2 .636 .541 6,6h7 667 597 6,o87 13,998 70.9 7.1 6.4 65.0 lll9.4 69.5 7.1 6.1. 61.4 1.44.4 
1911 • 94.5 57.2 S0.6 .6oS .SJS 6,549 666 693 6,961 14,869 · 68.8 7 .o 7.3 73.1 156.2 67 .S 7 .o 7.2 68.1 149.8 
1912 ; 96.o 55.7 1.1 .9 .sao .499 6,234 662 ns 6,822 14,4S3 64.5 6.8 1.6 10.6 149.5 63.6 6.9 1.6 65.1 143.s 
1913 ' 97.7 56.6 44.7 .S79 .458 6,182 6oS 7o6 6,979 14,1.75 62.? 6.2 7.1 70.8 146,8 62.5 6.2 7.1 6S.9 141-7 
1914 ' 99.6 S9.S 43.1 -597 .433 6,017 569 693 6,824 14,103 S9.9 S.6. 6.9 .67.[1 140.3 61.1 S.7 ?.1 64.2 138.1 
191S • 101,3 63.8 40.S .630 .400 6,07S 590 605 7,616 14,886 59.5 5.8 5,9 74.7 145.9 S5.6 S.8 6.0 6S.6 13).0 
1916 : 102.7 67.4 t.o.o .656 .)89 6,1.60 6SS S8S 8,207 15,907 62.5 6.) 5.6 79oh 1S3.8- S8.1 6.3 S.7 68.1 138.2 
1917 ; 10h.2 n.o 38.9 .681 .373 7,2.39 744 "463 7,055 15,501. 69,0 7.1 • 4.4 67.3 147.8" 63.7 7.1 4.4 58.1 133.3 
1918 1 105.5 73.0 .39.7 .692 .376 7,726 760 So6 8,31!9 17,341 72.9 .. 7.1 h.8 .. 78.8 163,6 67.6 • 1.2 4.7 60.2 1,.39.7 
1919 • 1o6.~ 12.1. 41•9 .678 .394 6, 756 819 59o 6,477 16,642 63.4 ·r. 1 5.5 79;6 156.2 _ 60.1 1 .a 5.6 6J.o 137.1 
1920 : 107.~ 70.4 hO. 7 .6S7 .380 6,Jo6 842 S38 7 ,6h8 1S,334 58.4 7.8 S.O 70.8 142.0· S8.3 7 ·9 S.4 62.6 134.2 
1921 : 109.1 68.7 .39.5 .630 .362 6,022 820 6.39 7,697 1S,l78. 54.7 7.4 S.8 69.9 137.8 54.7 ?.S 6.0 6).9 132.1 
1922 : 110.9 68.8 36.9 ,620 .333 6,S88 852 SS3 8,14S 16,1)8 59.0 7.6 s.o 7).0 144.6 S8.3 7. 7 5.1 64.8 ll').9 . .!:;; 
1923 ; 112.6 67 .s 36.8 .599 ,327 6, 721 916 S88 9,483 17, 7oS 59.2 8.1 5.2 83.5 156,0 58,8 8.1 S.2 73.2· lbS.3 
1924 • 114.7 66.0 37.1 74.1 .575 .32) .646 6,877 972 597 9.149 17,S95 S9.4 8.4 5.2 79.1 1S2.1 58.7 8.4 S.2 ?J,Q 1!iS-3 
1925 : 116,7 63.4 38.5 10.3 .S43 .330 .6o2 6,878 989 603 8,128 16,598 S8.6 8.4 S.l · 69.2 141.3 58.6 8.S Sol 65.8 138.0 
1926 ; .118.3 60.6 t.o.h 75.4 .512 .342 .637 7,089 95S 639 7,966 16,649 · S9•6 8.o· 5.4 66.9 1.39.9 59.4 8.o 5.4 6-3.3 136.1 
1927 ;. 119.9 58.2 42.4 81.2 .48S .354 .677 6,.395 867 629 8,430 16,321 53.0 7 .2. 5.2 69.8 135.2 53.7 7.) 5.2 66.8 133.0 
1928 , 121. s 57.3 45.3 78.7 .472 .373 .• 648 5, 771 773 663 9,041 16,248 47 .J 6.3 5.4 7t.·.o . l,)J:.O 48.1 6.h 5.4 69.9 129.8 
1929 . 122.9 58.9 h8.h 76.1 .h79 ,J9h .619 5,871 761 682 8,833 16,147 47 .S 6.2 ·5.5 n.S 130.7 h9.0 6.2 5.S 68,7 129.h 
1930 : 124,? 61.0 51.6 7h.l oh9l' ,IllS .597 5,917 792 825 8,482 16,016 47.h 6.3 6.6 68,0 128,3 48.2. 6.4 6.6 ;66.1 127.3 
1931 ; 125~4 63.0 53.2 83.2 .502 .42h -;663 6,009 823 885 8, 739 16,456 47.8 6,5 7 .o 69.S 130.8 47.9 6.6 7 .o 67-4 128.9 
19 32 ' 126,2 65.8 53.9 82 .s . .521 .h27 .654 s. 789 622 884 8,923 16,418 45.7 6.5 7 .o "ZO.S 129.7 46.0 6.; 7 .o 69.7 129.2 
1933 s/ • 121.0. 10.3 S3.1 84.2 · .554 .418 .663 6,h4o 891 852 9,234 17,417 50.6 1.o 6.7 12.s 136.8 so.8 1.o 6.7 69.8. 134.3 
1934 ;; ;··127.8 7h.4· S3.S S6.8 .582 .419 .444 8,345 1,21.6 851 8,397 18,8.39 65.2 9.7 6.6 6S.6 141.1 63.0 . 9.2. ,6.2 63.6· 142.0 
1935 -;; • 128,6 68.8 -51.8 56.1 .535 .403 .436 6,608 .• 1,023 877 5,919 14,427 s1.2 1.9 6.8 45.9 lll.B 52.5. a.4 1.2 41.7 us.a 
1936 )/ : 129.5 67.8 51.1 65.7 .524 o.39S .507 7,358" l,O?S .854 7,474 16,761 56.7 8.3 6.6 57.S 129.1 S9.7 6._3- . 6.5 ;)!l.k 128.9 
1937- : 130•3 66.1 so.8 62.5 .so1 .390 .48o 6,796 1,1oa 8S2 6,951 15,709 s2.1 8.5 -6.5 53,2 120.3 . 54.h · · a.s 6.6 55.o 124.S 
1938 : 131.2 65.2 51.1 71.9 .497 .389 .Shfl 6,9o8 994 897 7,68o 16,h79 52.5 7.5 6.8 58.4 125.2 53.6 . 7.6 6.8 57-h 12S.4 
1939 ; 132.2. 66.0. 51.3 87.0 .h99 .)88 .658 7,011 ' 991 872 8,66o 17,534 52.8 7.S : 6.6 65.2 132.1 S3.9 7.S 6.S 63.9 131.6 
1940 ,- .133.3 68.3 • 52.1 79.9 .512 • .391 ~599 7,175 981 876 1o,o44 19,076 53.6 7.3 6S 7S.o 1112.4 S4.2 7.3 6.5 72.4 140.4 
1941 , 134.6 n.8 S3.9 85.o .• 533 .4oo .632 8,o82 1,036 923 9,528 19,569 59.7 1.1 6.8 10.4 144.6 60.o 7.5- 6.7 61.4· 141.6 
1942 ' 130.0 76.0. 56.2 10h.9 .5S9 .li13 • 771 8,643 1,151 1,042 10,876 21,912 64.7 - 8.4 7.6 79.-6 160.3 60.4 . 8.1 . 7.1 62.8 138.4 
1943 • 137, 7 81.2 55,2 121.8 .~o .4o1 .885 8,571 1,167 1,194 13,64o 24,482 61.8 6.4 8.o 98.u 176.6 52.5 8.1 6.4 77.9 1W..9 
19h4 : 139.s -as.3 so.8 86.7 .6u .364 .622 9,u2 1,738 .l,o24 13,304 25,178 64.9 12.4 1.3 94.8 119,4 st..9 12.2 6.6 18.S 152,2 
1945 : 141.1 85.6 46.5 86,8 .6t:J7 .330 .615 10,216 1,66h 1,054 10,697 23,691 72.5 11,? . 7.4 7S.S 167.1 58,6 11.7 1.2 6S.7 143.2 
1946 ;·l42.6 82.2 42.4 82.7 .576 .297 .S8o 9,373 1,443 968 11,150 22,93h 65.3 1G,1 6.8 77.7 , 159.9 60.8 9.8 6.6 74.9 152.1 
1947 : 144.8 8o.6 37oS 83.3 .SS7 .2S9 .S7S lO,h32 1,605 799 10,502 23,338 71.4 U,D S.h . 11.1 159.7 68.6 10.7 5.2 68.6 153.1 
1948 : 147.5 77.2 Jh,3 83.8 ,523 .233. .568 9,075 1,423 747 10,o5S 21,300 · 61.0 9.6. . S.o 67;6 143.2 62.2 "9.4 S.o 66,8 143.4 
1949 ; 150.1 76.8 jo,9 93.2 .512 .2o6 ;621 9,439 1,334 603 10,286 21,662 62,4 8.8 4.0 68,0 143.2 6).0 8.8 h.O 66.8 142.6 
1950 • 152, 7 78.o 29.8 97.3 .su .195 .637 9,538 1,230 597 10,114 22,079 62.o· 8.o 3.9. 69.7 143.6 62,S 1.9 3.9 68.1 ·142·h 
19S1 : 155,2 82.0 )0,6 101,8 .528 .197 o6S6 8,843 1,o6J. 521 U..h83 21,9o8 56,5 6,8 3,3 73o4 140,0 55.2 6.6 3,4 70.6 135.8 
1952 : 157.9 87.8 32.1 91.2 .556 .203 .578 9,667 1,173 6h8 11,~ 2l,035 60.7 7.4 h.1 ~2.5 ~-7 61.2 7.1 h.l 71.6 lli•O 
1953 2/ ; 160, 7 93.7 31,6 82•1 .583 .197 .su 12,300 1,535 ns 10,1 2 ,1oo 76.o 9.5 4.4 :2.1 .6 75 9.3 4.4 63 1 

1/ C.n.!lua eat.iaate ot t""-1. popula:tion,._,dth adjw;t.enta, 1909 to date, for UIIderen,_ration. 2/ Prodaction troa all s1augllter, including far-.. 3/ Per person of population July 1. h/ Begi.Im.ing 
1941, cirtlian cooaUIIption per parson of cirt.Uan population. 'if Includes production and consuiiption froa GovernEnt eJIISl"gency prograaa. Y Prel:!Ainary. -
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Index to 1953 issues 

Beef steer-com price ratio--Aug.-Sept. 
Cash and gross receipts--Jan.-Feb. 
Cycles in cattle--the present cycle reappraised--Mar.-Apr. 
Feeding: 

Costs and returns--Aug.---Sept. 
Nurr.ber on feect--,ran. -Feb,. 
Outlook--Aug.-Sept., l)ct. -Nov. 
Price margins in feeding--Aug.-Sept. 

Foreign trade--Har.-Apr. 
Liveweight of marketings--Jan.-Feb. 
Li veweight of slaughter, per head·~-Jan. -Feb. 
Number on farms Jan. 1: 

By class and region-··,Jan.-Feb. Oct.-Nov. 
In relation to population--Dec.-Jan. 
Rank of States in number and production--Mar.-Apr. 

Outlook--Oct.-Nov. 
Frices for selected classes--Jan. -Feb.,. Aug.-.' ept., OcL -Nov. 
Prices received by farmers and parity--Jan.-Feb., Oct.-Nov •. 
Receipts of stockers and feeders, 8 Corn Belt States--Jan.-Feb, 
Slaughter--Jan.-Feb. 

By regirm-··May·~July 
Under Federal inspection, by class--i·1ay-July, 

Oct.-Nov., Dec.-Jan. 
~·Jorld Numbers--Jiarch-April 

Beef steer-corn price ratio--Aug.-.Sept, 
Hog-corn price ratio, United btates and Chicago--Jan.-Feb,. 

Har.-Apr., Oct.-Nov. 
Outlook--Oct.-Nov .. 

Cash and '"'rOS0 recei?~)ts--Jan. -Feb. 
Hog-corn ~~rice ratio--Jan.-Feb, r·1ar.-Apr., Oct.-Nov. 
Li veweight of marketings··-Jan. -Feb. 
Liveweight of slaughter •. per head~-Jan.-Feb .. 
Number on farms Ja.n. 1~·-Jan .... Feb. 
Number of sows farrowing and pigs saved--Jan.-Feb., Hay-July, 

Oct. -Nov. , Dec. -Jan •. 
Rank of 0tates in )ligs saved and production--Har.-Apr. 
Pigs oaved in relation to population--Dec.-Jan. 

Outlook--:.)ct • ··NC1V • 

Prices for selected classes--Jan.-Feb., Oct.-Nov. 
Price received by farmers and parity-~Jan.-Feb. 
~·laughter··-Ja.n. -Feb. 
1' .. orld Numbers--Mar.-Apr. 
Vesicular E.xanth~ Disea.se--Har.-/l.pr., ~\.a.y-July 
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Index to 1953 issues 
(Continued) 

Canned meat production and distribt):tion--Ma.r.-Apr., 
C6~pt1on--Je.n .. •Fttb•, Har.·"Apr., May-·July, Aug.-Sept., 
Oet~-Nov., Dec.•Jan. 
Demand for pbrk- products•u·Hay-July 
Edible of.fals, production and distribution--r.ray-July 
l''oreign trade and tariff~"·lTan. -F'eb., Ha.r.-Apr. 
Marketing margina~ ... Ja.n ... Feb., ·Dec.-Jan. 
(~tlook~-oct.-Nov. 
Pork cuts and live hogs, wholesale price and value--~fa.y-July 
Prices ,retail·~-Jan. ··Feb. 
Prices ,wholesale· .. ···Jan. -F'eb. 
Production--Jan.··Feb., Hn:r·.-Apr., :i.·,!ay·~July, 

Aug. ··Sept., Oct.·~Nov. 
Purchases by Govermnent .. ·-~!ar.-A.pr., Aug.-Sept., 

Oct.-Nov., Dec.-Jan. 

Cash and gross receipts--Jan.-Feb. 
Drought programs·~-Aue.-Sept., Dec.•Jan 
Foot and mouth disease~·-M.ay-July 
Grades Jan. -Feb., Dec. ··Jan. 
Number on farms, ,Jan. 1--Jan. -Feb. 

In relation t.o population-·~Dec. -Jan. 
OPS regulations-.. Ja.n ..... feb. 
Prices for selected clasaes··-Ja.n.-Feb. 
Price received by farmers·--·Ja.n.-Feb., Hay-July 
Slaughter-·"Jan ···Feb., May-July, Oct.-Nev. 

Cash and gross receipts--Jan.-Feb. 
Feeding: 

Costs and returns--Ua.r···Apr. 
Number on feed--Jan.-Feb, 

Lamb crop··-Aug,-:5ept., Oct .... Nov. 
Mohair production and value--Mar.-Apr. 
Liveweight of marketings--Janu-Feb. 
Liveweight of slaughter, per head--Jan.-Febu 
Numbers on farms, Jan.!: 

By class and region··-Jan.-Feb., Oct.-Nov~ 
In relation to population--Dec.~Jan • 

. Rank of States in number and production--Mar. -Apr. 
Outlook--Oct.-Nov. 
Prices for selected classes--Jan.-Feb., Oct.-Nov. 
Price received by farmers and parity--Jan.-Feb. 
Receipts stocker and feeder 8 Corn Belt States--Jan~-Feb. 
Slaughter--Jan .... Feb. 
Nool production, price and income•-Mar~-Apr:., Aug.-..Sept. 
V.Jorld Numbers--Har ... Apr. 
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Se1eoted Prioe S·tatistios for Keat Alii:mala ):/ 

----------------------------------------------~--------~-;J~n-.-~N~o-~-.-----~----~----------~1~9~5~3--------

I tom Unit 
1952 

l 

Cattle and oslves 1 

Beef steers, ~laug~ter !( 1Dollars pers 
Chicago, Prime ocov••••a••••o•r•·~~••~•••••••:lOO pounde 

Choice ·•••••••••••••••"•••••••••••••••••••' do. 
Good ••••• , ••••• ., •• " •• fl • " ••••• o. o ••••• ".,. , a do, 
Coimneroial ~II •••••• 0 ••••••••• Jl ••••••• 0 0 0. a. J 

Utility aa••o•u••~•~•••~•••••••••••••aoeao~l 
All grades o••oqo~o•ooo••~••••aoeou••••••l 

Omaha, all grados •••o• .. ••a••·······••o•'••'•ool 
Sioux City, all grades ••o•••••••••••••••••••' 

Coll'll, Chioago ~/ 1 

Col!IDleroial ••o• .. ••no•oooa.t••~""'"'''•••••••••' 
Utility .... a ••• ,,, •• o •••• ,.,,.,,,, It ••• o,,.,,, t 
Canner and Cutter •• 0 •••• "II •••••••• " ••••• II a ••• 

Vealers,Choll!e «l'ld Frime, Chicago .......... , ., z 
Stooker and feeder steers, Kansas City ••••••••' 
Prioe reoeived by farmers 

Beef oattle ........ , • o.,,, o,o •.• a, a ••••• , •• ,,,. t: 

Veal oalvea , , , •••• , , ••••• , , • , ... , ••• o.,. ·,,,., r 

Hogs 
Barrows and gilts 

Chioago 
160.180 pounde ••••••• o .... ,, •• , ••••••• ,.,., t­

lSD-200 pounds ••••••••••••••••••a••••••••• I 
200-220 pounds •••••••··~·•••••••o•••••••••• 
220-240 pounds , ••••••••••• , •• , • , •• , , , , • , • , 1 

240-270 pounds ••••• , , ••••••••••••••••• , ••• • 
270-300 pounds ••• , •• , ••••••• o •• , •• ,. ... , , ••• 1 

All weights ,•. o .... o •••• , ••••••••••• , •• ,,, 1 

Eight ma-rkets !t/ • • • • • • • • • ••••• • • • • •. • • •••••• t 
Sows, Chicago ••• _ •••••••• , •••••••••••••••• , •••• a 
Prioe received by fa~ers •••••••••••••••••••••' 
H~g-corn price ratio 2) 1 

Chicago, barrows and gilts ••••••o•••••••••• 
Prioe reoeived by farmers, all hogs •••••••• 

Sheep and l11111bl!l 
Sheep 

Slaughter ewes, Good and Choioe, Chioago ••••' 
Prioe received by farmers •••u••••o••••••••••• 

~bS I 

Slaughter, Choice and Prime, ChiCli'/!:O 1o,,,,,., 1 

Feeding, Good and Choice, Omaha •••••••••••••I 
Price received by farmers •••••••••••••••••••• 

JJ.l -at animale 
Index number prioe received by farmer• 

(191Q-14-100) •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
I 

Meat 1 

do, 
do, 
do, 
do, 
do. 

do, 
do, 
do, 
do, 
do, 

do, 
do, 

do, 
do, 
do, 
do, 
do, 
do. 
do, 
do, 
do. 
do, 

do, 
do. 

do, 
do, 

do, 
do, 
do, 

35.58 
33.55 

I 30.49 
27.10 
23.72 
32.82 
31.35 
)1.47 

I 22,29 
I 19,99 
I 17,19 
I 34,90 

27.72 

I 25,36 
27.77 

I 18.60 
19.42 
19.53 
19.36 

I 19,01 
I 18.53 

19.02 
18.85 
16,62 
18.22 

10.7 
11.0 

10,75 
10.94 

I 27,88 
1[J22-,75 

2.5.17 

Wholesale, Chioago aDollars parr 
Steer beef oaroaas, Choioe, 600-600 pounds ~tlOO pounds r 
Lamb oaroass,choice, 4u-5u pounds.~ ••• ~ ••••• ,, do, 
Composite hog produots, 1noluding lard 

72,84 pounds fresh ••••••••••••••••,•••••••• Dollar• 
Average per 100 pounds ••••••• ~ •••••• ~ •• •l 

71,:52 pounds fresh and oured , ....... • ....... 1 

Average pet' 100 pounds· • , • , • ~·, .•·• , ,. , ·'\ ~,. , , • a 
Retail, United States average · · 1 

Beet. Choice gradet • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 1 

Fork, excluding lard,. • • • •• • • • • • •.•' • • • • • • • • • •·• a 
Index number meat prices (BLS) r 

Wholesale (191~7-l!-9•100) •••• .', •••• , ••••• ,,·~ .• _.I 

do, 
do, 
do, 

Cent a 
per pound 

do, 

54.32 
56.16 

20.57 
28.24 
24.17 
33.89 

49.$ 
111.2 

l 

1953 

26.64 
24.32 
21.59 
18.30 
'15 .28 
23.74 
22.18 
~2.26 

14.10 
12,60 
10,81 
25.22 
18.15 

16.90 
18.31 

21.63 
22.71 
?.2.84 
22.81 
22.64 

J/22.12 
22,62 
22.49 
20,01 
21.52 

14.4 
14.9 

7.20 
7.26 

299 

23.69 
32.52 
27.39 
38.40 

$4.1 
92.4 

lov. 
1952 

)4.49 
32.20 
28.08 
23.03 
18,63 
31.:37 
29.32 
)0.36 

16.~9 
14.68 
12.38 
31.40 
22.31 

20,)0 
21.50 

16.76 
17.18 
17.19 
17.12 
17.01 
16.84 
17.02 
16,82 
15.49 
16.60 

10.8 
11.4 

22.75 
20-• .50 
20.80 

.310 

52.40 
48.07. 

18,64 
25.59 
22·.30 
31.27 

48.6 

Oct, 

e.8.o2 
25.63 
21.66 
16.70 
13.15 
25.35 
23.20. 
23.99 

12.55 
10.82. 

8.95 
22.45· 
15. ?4 '! 

14.70' 
14.30 

20,63 
21.51 
21.62 
21.65 
21.64 

21.69 
21.63 
20.84 
21.30 

14.7 
15.9 

5.42 
6.01 

19.97 
16.41 
16.60 

273 

·40.84 
'40,08 

22.82 
31.33 
27.32 
38.31 

70.6 

Nov. 

27.96 
25.0:.'1 
21.07 

.16.87 
13.34 
24.83 
22.81 
23.05 

12 •. 04 
10,34 
8.54 

22.10 
17.56 

14.70 
15.00 

20.52 
21,16 
21,16 
21.14 
21.07 
21.48 
21.13 
21.03 
18.95 
20.00 

14.4 
15.0 

6.09 
6,28 

20,13 
18.22 
17.20 

40,62 
41.42 

22.24 
30.53 
25.95 
36.39 

68.7 

~01,$ 86.9 84.3 

Dec, 

l/ Annual'data for most series published in Statistical Appendix to this 
1./ Grade ll&!Dea as used beginning January 1951. 

Situation, January:Pebruary, 1953. 

J) Average excludes Septem,b~r &nd October, no orice quoted. 
1£/ Chicago', St. Louis ll. S, Y., Kansas City, Omaha, Sioux City, S, St. Joseph, 
51 Number bu•hels of corn equivalent in value to 100 pounds of live hogs, 
~ Prices for July-November, 
1/ Pricea for January-March and July-November. 

S. St. Paul and Indianapolis. 
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Selected marketing, slaughter and stocks stat.istics for meat animals and meats ];/ 

Item Unit 

Meat animal marketings 
Index number (1935-39alOO) 

Stocker and feeder shipments to 
~ r.orn Belt StatPs :1,000 

Cattle ~nd calves •••••••••••••••• .:head 
Sheep e.nd lamb a •.•.••••••••••••••• r do, 

Slaughter under Federal inspection 
Number slaughtered 

Cattle •• , •..•• , ..•.. , •• , ..•. , , , .•• : do, 
Cal vee , •• , "' ••••••• , •••• , •••••.•••• s do, 
Sheep a.nd lambs ••••••••• , •• , • , •••• : do. 
Hogs • , • , ••••••• •• •••••••• , ....... , , . do, 

Percentage sows •••••••••••••••••:Percent: 
Average live weight per head 

Cattle •••• , •.•• , •.• , • , ••••••.• , , •. :Pounds 
Calves • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • . • • • • • • . . do. 
Sheep and lambs •••••••••••••••••••= do, 
Hogs , • , , , , • , •• , , ••• , • , , , , , , , ••• , , •. do, 

Average production 
Beef, per head • , • , ••.••..• , ...• , , . : do. 
Veal, per head ••••••••••••••••••••: do, 
Lamb and mutton! ;er head ,,,,,,,,,1 do, 
Pork. per head~ •••••••••••••••••: do. 
Pork, per 100 pounds live weight~~ do, 
Lard, per head ••••••••••••••••••••. do. 
Lard, per 100 pounds live weight ,, . do, 

Total production :Million 1 

B.eef , ••• , ••••••••••••••••••••• , ••• :pounds 
Veal •••••••••••••• , , •••••••••••••• : do, 
Lamb and mutton •••••••••••••••••••: do. 
Pork ::/ , • , ••••••••••• , • , ••• , •••••• : do. 
Urd ••••••• , •••••••••••••• , •••.•.. : do. 

Total commercial slaughter y 
Number slaughtered :1,000 

Cattle ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••=head 
Calves ••• • •••••••. • • • • • •. • • •. •. •. • • do, 
Sheep and lambs ••••••••••.•••••••• - do, 
Hogs •e•••• ••••••••••• •••• • ••••• ••. • do. r 

Total production =Million: 
Beef •••.•••••• •., • • •••.•.••.•••••• :~ounds 
Vee.l ••• , ••••••••••••••••••••••••••. do. 
Lamb and mutton • , ••...•••••••.•.•• : do, 
Pork ::/ ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• : do, 
lArd •••.••.••.•• , ••••••••••••.•••• : do. 

Cold storage stocks first of month ~ 
Beef , , ••. , ••••••••••••••••••••••••.•. do. 
Veal •.. , • , .•••••...•• · ••..•.•••••••.• : do. 
Lamb 

Jonuary -Dct9ber 
I 

1952 1953 

152 

3,186 
3,108 

10,762 
4,261 

10,407 
49,428 

11.7 

992 
220 
98 

244 

550 
124 

46 
135 

55 
36 
15 

5,887 
523 
477 

6,661 
1,783 

14,663 
7,226 

11,451 
61,815 

7,712 
875 
521 

8,205 
2,092 

152 

2,602 
2,430 

14,368 
5,721 

11,897 
43,078 

11,0 

971 
227 

95 
239 

537 
127 

45 
136 

57 
34 
14 

7,687 
724 
535 

5,838 
1,454 

19,356 
9,575 

13,271 
53,861 

9,942 
1,203 

596 
7,215 
1,708 

Oct. 
1952 

208 

1,117 
830 

1,390 
602 

1,427 
5,492 

~.3 

968 
248 

94 
229 

520 
136 

44 
130 

57 
32 
14 

720 
82 
62 

715 
176 

1,868 
963 

1,573 
6,878 

933 
128 

68 
894 
208 

1953 

Sept. 1 · Oct. 

166 

446 
547 

1,644 
687 

1,366 
4,059 

9.7 

943 
248 
90 

225 

507 
136 

42 
131 

58 
29 
13 

832 
93 
57 

532 
117 

2,240 
1,149 
1,537 
5,080 

1,087 
153 

65 
664 
139 

193 

773 
754 

1,782 
776 

1,529 
4,994 

6.2 

948 
242 

92 
225 

502 
132 

43 
130 
58 
30 
13 

892 
102 

65 
648 
149 

2,384 
1,252 
1,721 
6,101 

1,145 
163 
73 

794 
174 

Nov. 

196 

643 
292 

1,609 
658 

1,159 
5,54o 

5.1 

958 
229 

95 
234 

509 
125 

45 
134 

57 
33 
14 

816 
82 
52 

744 
18o 

Beef, 206 million pounds; veal, 19; lamb and mutton, 

canned meats and canned meat products, and edible 
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