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SUMMARY 

Prospects ~or mare park and at least as much bee~ 1n 1955 as last 
year are indicated by the report of the inventory o~ livestock on farms 
January 1. Cattle production and cattle prices will likely continue at 
roughly the 1954 levels. Prices of hogs will be lower tban last year. 

The 95.4 million cattle and calves on ~arms January 1, 1955 were 
up 650,000 tran January 1954. The increase, the sixth in succession, 
consisted largely o~ 70UDi atock--m&DY ot them on ~eed.' About 4oo1 0001 

ar 8 percent, mare cattle were on ~eed this Jan\1817 than last. 

The total rise in cattle inventories was leas than 1 percent. 
Moreover, the number o~ breeding stock was scarcely changed, as a slight 
decrease in milk cows almost ottset a small increase in beet cows. The 
alight cb&Dges in inventory amount to virtual stabilization o~ the cattle 
herd. 

Breeding herds tailed to increase in moat o~ the country. The 
aharp rise in the South and the Corn Belt was almost totally stopped. 
The Mountain West also held cow numbera down to those ot last year. Siz
able gains in bee~ cows and all cows took place on:cy in the Rorthern 
Plains, which was ~avared by good weather and abundant ~eed last year, 
and 1n a ~ew other acattered States. 

Since as ma.ny cows and a ~ev mare YOUDS slaughter stock are on 
~arms 1 cattle slaughter and beet output in 1955 :ma;y be ~\ll.q as large as 
last year. However, the level will depend partly on other condi tiOOB, 
particularly the weather. Prices o~ all kinds o~ cattle 1n late February 
were above their low points reached in 1953 and 1954. As demand tar meat 
continues strong, prices o~ beet and cattle 1n 1955, while not likely to 
continue their uptrend, ~ hold at about last year's average level. 

Bog production is on an increaae. Output o~ park, at a 13-year 
low 1n 1954, will total about 8 percent larger in 1955· Pricea ot hogs, 
depressed during the winter 1 may start a gradual recovery 1n weeks ahead. 
A substantial seasonal advance is likely this spring. However 1 even at 
their aeaacmal b1gb about mid-summer prices will remain below last year. 
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The number of all sheep and lambs on farms January 1 was 1 percent 
less than last January. Fewer lambs were on feed, and the number of ewes 
also was down slightly. But 9 percent more ewe lambs were in breeding 
herds. These numbers point to sanew~t fewer sheep and lambs to be sla~
tered in 1955, and to the possibility of a gradual expansion in numbers 
the next year or two. 

With more pork, at least as much beef, and a little less lamb, the 
total. meat suppJs" w1ll reach a new high in 1955. Cons"UJJ«)tion per person 
will be up a little frODl the last two years. The 154-pound rates per per
son in both 1953 and 1954 were slightly above the top years of the· 1940 • s 
and the highest since 1908. 

Cattle Inventory at 
New High 

REVIEW AND OTJ.rLOOK 

On January 1, 1955 an estimated 95,433,000 cattle and calves were 
on farms. This was 646,000 more than the previous January, and a new rec
ord. As hog numbers also were up and sheep down oJU.y 1 percent, total 
meat animals showed a 2 point gain fran last year. (See table 1. ) 

The cattle inventory has risen for 6 years. Starting from T7 mil
lion head in 1949, numbers advanced 17 million or 22 percent in the next 
4 years. The increase has been much slower the last 2 years, amounting 
to 1t percent in 1953 and only 2/3 of 1 percent in 1954. 

Cow Numbers Steady 

The size of' the breeding herd was practically stabi~ized in the 
last year. Beef cows on farms (cows "not for milk") increased 1 percent 
but milk cows decreased 1 percent. The total change wa~ an increase of 
only 66,000 head or 1/10 of 1 percent. This stability in cow herds has 
more significance to future production than has the total. inventory. 

EJWansion Stqp;ped in 
South, Corn Belt 

During the expansion of' beef cattle production that began in 1949, 
the South and the Corn Belt led in rate of increase. Now both have lev
eled off. Most Southern States showed only sma l J changes in beef cow in
ventories this January. At the extremes, Mississippi had a 6 percent 
increase, Florida a 5 percent decrease. 
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Table 1.- Number of livestock on farms January 11 1946 to date 

': Number on farms t Index numbers, by groups 
: (1947-49 • 100) 
s : : · ·: : : Total : : : 

Year : All : All : : Horses: : live- : : 
:cattle : sheep : : and : Chick- : stock : Meat : Milk :Poul-
: and : and :Hogs :. mules : ens : and : animale: cattle : try 
:calves : lambs : : :poultry: : . . 
: 1,000 
: head 
: 

. , ,: : 
1,ooo i,ooo 1,ooo 
head head head 

. • 
1,000 
head 

1946 : 82,235 42,362 61,306 11,108 523,227 
1947 : 80,554 37,498 56,810 10,129 467,217 
1948 : 77,171 34,337 54,590 9,279 449,644 
1949 : 76,830 30,943 56,257 8,498 430,876 
1950 : 77,963 29,826 58,852 7,781 456,549 
1951 82,025 30,635 62,852 7;067 442,657 
1952 87,844 32,088 63,582 6,243 449,925 
1953 93,637 31,861 54,294 5,551 429,731 
1954 : 94,787 31,218 48,560 5,000 442,813 
1955 !f: 95,433 30,931 55,002 4,551 447,310 . . 

y Preliminary. 

. ,. 

108 107 
103 103. 
99 99 
98 98 

100 100 
104 105 
109 111 
110 113 
109 112 
112· 114 

. 
~ 

107 
104 

99 
97 
97 
97 
96 
99 

101 
100 

Table 2.- Number of cattle and calves on farms and 
ranches January 11 by classes, 1949 to date 

·: For milk 

Year 
:Cows and:Heifers,: 
:heifers,: 1 to 2 
:2 yrs. · years : 
:and over: old : 

1,000 1,000 
: head head . . 

1949 : 23,862 
1950 : 23,853 
1951 23,722 
1952 23,369 
1953 : 2h,094 
1954. : 24,675 
1955 !I: 24,408 

!/ Preliminary. 

5,327 
5,394 
5,510 
5,719 
5,974 
6,029 
5,968 

Heifer 
calves 

1,ooo 
head 

6,081 
6,208 
6,374 
6,549 
6,676 
6,597 
6,644 

Not for milk 
:Cows and:Heifers,: 
:heifers,:l to 2 :Cal 
:2 yrs. :years : ves 
rand over: old 

1,000 1,000 1,000 
head head head 

15,919 
16,743 
18,396 
20,590 
22,490 
23,833 
24,166 

4,657 
4,754 
5,082 
5,881 
6,350 
6,150 
6,223 

12,033 
12,516 
14,265 
15,636 
17,116 
17,498 
17,878 

Steers 

1,000 
head 

7,270 
6,805. 
6,987 
8,332 
9,039 
8,115 
8,308 

. 

. . 

119 
105 

99 
96 

102 
99 

101 
97 
99 

100 

• Bulls 
. . 

1,000 
head 

1,681 
1,690 
1,689 
1,768 
1,898 
1,890 
1,838 
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In the Com Belt, Ohio ehowed a substantial increaee, but changes 
in the other States· were smaller. 

Biggest gains in beet cow numbers were in the Northern Plains. 
North Dakota was up 11 percent, South Dakota 7 percent, Nebraska 3 percent, 
aM. Montana 8 percent. Moat of this region had unusual.l.y favorable weather 
am. abundant supplies of feed last year. The beef cow inventory in Cali
fornia also was considerably larger this January. Biggest general reductions 
in beef cows were in the area frcm Wycuing through Colorado am the South
west. 

Numbers of milk cows were almost stable over most. of the country. 
Only in the Com Belt were decreases general. Numbers in Indiana ard Illi
nois were down 6 percent. But those in Wisconsin increased 2 percent. 

~ Young Cattle 
.2n Fanns 

A few more young cattle were on farms this January than last. In
creases were 1 percent in milk heifer calves, 2 percent in beef calves, 1 
percent in beef heifers, 2-1/2 percent in steers. A large part of these 
increases in young beef cattle were in cattle on feed. 

l2S1t. ~ Q£!m 
Record Large 

The calf crop of 1954 was 42. 2 million head, 3 percent more than the 
40.9 million calves born in 1953 and a new record. The increase was due to 
the 1.9 million more cows on farms. The percentage relation of the calf 
crop to the January inventory of cows-87 percent-dropped 1 point fran the 
88 percent of 1953. 

This percentage is not strictly a calvin~ rate, for the January in
ventory of cows does not include all the cows and heife~ that give birth 
to calves during the year. 

Even though the actual calving rate is less than the reported 87 
percent ratio to the cow inventory, all evidence is that the rate is higher 
now than it was 10 or 20 years ago. Cattle producers have made remarkable 
progress in increasing their calf crops. 

~ Percent H2£i Qattle 
.2ll lu5! 

Eight percent more cattle and calves were on reed this January than 
last. The total, 5,816,000 headt was virtually equal to the record high 
of two years ago. (See table 3.) 
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Table :3. • ~\unber of cattle and calves, and sheep and lambs, 
on feed January 1 1 by regions, 1949 to date 

Cattle and calves . Nortn Centra! States Texas :~estern States: . . Penn- : East : W. N. Central and . United . . 
Year :svlvania: North :3 Corn : 4 Okla- :Cali ... : Other : States 

: ~ :Central:Belt 1/:Plains 2 homa : fcmia: Western: 
1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,0 . head head head head head head head head . 

1949 88 939 1,.501 965 214 258 515 4,.540 
1950 88 976 1,.564 909 216 196 .514 4,L63 
1951 90 967 1,.549 936 239 248 569 h,598 
19.52 90 1,009 1,.597 1,041 241 383 663 .5,024 
1953 90 1,177 1,96.5 1,300 .. 263 327 716 5,838 
1954 : 86 1,191 1,76o 1,103 199 350' 70.5 .5,394 I 

195.5 11: 84 1,236 1,839 1,130 201 467 8.59 5,816 

Shee and lambs 
: New : 11 Corn Belt States Western United 

York East West : States 2/ . States .• 
1949 . 25 697 1,771 1,510 4,003 . 
19.50 20 623 1,649 1,352 3,644 
1951 19 541 1,571 1,251 3,382 
19.52 . 21 642 1,761 1,614 4,038 . 
19.53 . 20 747 1,860 1,534 4,161 . 
1954 : 21 647 1,763 1,686 4,117 
1955 2f: 20 599 1,581 1,752 3,952 

!/ Minnesota, Iowa, Missouri. Sf North Dakota, South Dakota, Nebraska, 
Kansas. lf Preliminary. ~ North Central States, except North Dakota • 
.5/ Eight Mountain States, three Pacific States, Texas, Oklahoma, and 
North Dakota. 

Numbers on feed in the Corn Belt were up 4 percent from last year, 
~ut those in the West gained 26 percent. In California, the increase was 
33 percent. Feeding in California has been at record volume for a 
number of months. 

The number of steers on feed was slightly above last year, accord
ing to reports from .5 States. The n~~ber of heifers on feed was much 
higher, but the number of calves was down. MOre calves were shipped to 
feeding areas of the Corn Belt last fall but more than usual were not yet 
on feed January 1 and others had been reclassified as steers or heifers 
by January. 
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Cattle on feed this winter averaged lighter in weight than a year 
before and had been on feed a shorter t~e. Nevertheless, feeders re
ported that they planned to market their fed cattle in about the same 
monthly pattern as last year. So far, they have done so. Through mid
February, receipts of steers at Chicago, Omaha and Sioux City were tq» 
3 percent from J.ast year, which is about equal to the increase in num
oe.L' of steers on feed in the mid-west. Receipts of Choice and Prime 
steers at the 3 markets were down 16 percent from the first 7 weeks of 
1954. Receipts of Commercial and Good grade steers were up 24 percent. 

Slaughter of all cattle also has been almost the same as last year. 

At least as JIIBllY cattle will be slaughtered this year as last. The 
slaughter rate probably will not differ much this spring from last. If 
weather is more nearly normal, slaughter this summer could be less than 
the drought-e:>q>anded slaughter of last summer. Next fall, slaughter will 
probably exceed a year earlier. 

The size of slaughter will be influenced this year, as always, by 
the weather. If weather is average, total 1955 slaughter will be onl.y 
slightly above 1954. If severe drought again occurs, the slaughter rate 
would be considerably in excess of last year. 

Cattle Prices Hay 
Average Around -1954 

Levels 

In 1954 the price of cattle recovered ~ppreciably from the lows of 
1953. Demand for meat continues strong and most or all the price gain is 
likely to be retained. But a continued uptrend is unlikely.· 

Due to a seasonally small s~pply, prices of Choice and Prime steers 
displayed much price strength earlier this winter. They drifted lower in 
February and further declines are expected as the supply rises seasonally. 

The prospect is that prices of fed cattle this spring and summer 
may average as high or a little higher than last year. The total beef 
s~p.ply at that season will not differ much from last year, ··while consumers 
have a little higher income and probably no less disposition to spend for 
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meat. However, lvi.th so many cattle to be marketed, the smoothness of the 
marketing rate month by month will'have much to do with price levels. 
Last year, marketin3s were spaced very regularly, contributing to price 
stability. If there should be any sudden gluts of market supplies this 
year, cattle prices would experience sharp, though temporary, price breaks. 

Fed cattle prices are not likely to be high enough to return as 
much profit per head in feeding as was received last year, when returns 
"rere above average. Since demand for feeder calves and steers is always 
affected by the profits previously earned in feeding, the prospects do 
not favor an increase in feeder cattle prices on top of last fall's $2.00 
to $3.00 (per 100 pounds) improvement over 1953. Prices of stocker and 
feeder cattle will probably edge to a seasonal high in early to mid-spring, 
then are expected to decline season~ly during the summer and fall. 

Sheep Inventory ~ 
1 Percent 

The inventory of sheep and lambs on farms January 1 was 1 percent 
smaller than last year. Four percent fewer sheep and lambs were on feed, 
while stock sheep numbers were off J of 1 percent. 

The number of mature ewes was reduced 250,000 head or 1 percent. 
About 9 percent more ewe lambs were on farms this January, however, and 
the combined number of ewes and ewe lambs was above last year. A grad
ual increase in sheep numbers is possible the next year or two. 

In line with this outlook for production, the number of sheep and 
lambs slaughtered in 1955 may fall a bit short of last year. 

Pric..:s of lambs in January and February were almost the same as 
a year earlier. They increased seasonally at about the same rate as 
last winter. Prices of lambs in 1955 are not expected to differ greatly 
from 1954, but their seasonal pattern will not continue to repeat last 
year's. Lamb prices are not likely to rise quite as high this spring as 
last or to decline as rapidly after their seasonal peak is passed. 

Hog Slaughter Large in Early 
1955, Prices ~ 

Around 17 percent more hogs were slaughtered under Federal inspec
tion in January and the first half of February than a year before. The 
big increase came about when a large supply of hogs carried over from 
the 1954 spring pig crop coincided with marketings from the relatively 
large summer farrawings. But despite the increase over last year, slaugh· 
ter in January-February was no greater than in those months of 1953. 



LMS-76 - 10 -

Prices of hogs, however, were much lower than in. either 1953 or 
1954. As one factor, packers had already increased their cold storage 
holdings of pork by January 1, when they had 37 percent more than a year 
before. They were reluctant to add a great deal more. The heavier 
weight of hogs (1 pound more than last year, 3 more than 2 years ago) con
tributed to price weakness. Neither tat pork nor lard has found a strong 
market. Nevertheless, prices were lower than can be attributed to the 
usual influences. It often happens that a downturn proceeds faster 
than would be expected on the basis of current circumstances. This ap
parently was the case this winter. 

A general increase in prices of hogs m&¥ be expected this spring, 
and a seasonal high will be reached at mid-summer. However, the price 
recovery may be slow and hesitant during March and April. The slaughter 
rate then will co:u.tinue large because of the high proportion of the pig 
crop last fall that was born in the first half of the season. Ot all 
fall farrowings, 55 percent were in June to August. This was the high
est percentage on record. For several years until 1951, the first half 
of' the fall season regularly accounted tor only 44 to 45 percent of the 
season total. 

The hog slaughter rate will subside during April and in the fol
lowing months will drift nearer to last year's level. By July it prob
ably will be only a little above the slaughter of a year before. 

Prices of' hogs in 1955 will continue lower than last year, though 
by a smaller difference than in February. For the year as a whole they 
will bear roughly an average relation to the price of corn, yielding about 
average returns to producers. So far this year price spreads between 
light and heavy hogs have been wider than in the same months of 1953 and 
1954. The spread will continue wider than in those two years, when the 
supply of hogs was down, the price of lard was rising, and heavy hogs 
sold for almost as high a price as light hogs. 

Total Meat OUtput ~ 
Set~!!!§!!. 

The supply of hogs for slaughter this spring and summer will be 
above last year roughly in proportion to the 8 percent more farrowings 
in September-November last fall than a year before. According to farmers' 
intentions December 1, 5 percent more pigs were planned for this spring 
than last spring. If those intentions are carried out, the supply of 
hogs for slaughter will be moderately greater this fall than last. The 
increase through November will be somewhat more than 5 percent, because 
a larger part of the spring pig crop will be marketed by that date this 
year than last. 

For all of 1955, the number of hogs slaughtered is forecast at 
10 percent above last year. Weights per hog are expected to average light
er, and production of pork may be about 8 percent greater. 
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Table L.- Supply and distribution of meat, 
United States, by c1o~ses, 19,1-54 

.. Supply Distribution :Civilian . . 
Be in-: : Exports: Ar d 'c· vil" :consurnp-. 

E di ~ ·~an ti Pro- : g :Imports: . : me : n ng: : on 
:duction : • ana :forces : Year . ning : l) stocks:consump-: per . stocks: :shipment: : . tion :person • . . : . 

~ . . Mil • Mil. Mil. Hil. Mil. Mil. Mil. Lb. . 
lb. lb. lb. lb. lb. lb. lb. -----Beef: . . 

1951 . 8,843 147 472 18 748 218 8,478 55.3 . 
1952 9,661 218 429 29 458 262 9,565 61.5 
1953 : 12,444 262 271 57 520 249 12,151 76.8 
1954 ~/: 12,994 249 225 y l!/58 450 188 12,772 79.2 

Pork: : 
1951 11,483 499 51 136 530 549 10,818 70.6 
1952 11,547 549 71 154 392 489 11,132 71.6 
1953 : 10,063 489 164 134 298 327 9,957 62.9 
1954 2/: 10,010 327 184 }/110 278 4L9 9,684 6o.o 

1.11 meat: 
1951 21,908 670 SL.2 157 1,347 798 20,818 135.9 
1952 23,035 798 506 J.85 917 797 22,440 144.3 
1953 : 24,795 797 438 195 sas 609 24,341 153.8 
1954 ~/: 25,403 609 412 1/172 '789 668 24,795 153.7 . . 
1/ Includes boneless beef estimate 1951-53 not reported separately by 

Bureau of the Census. gj Preliminary. 2/ Partly estimated. .!±/ Includes 
1 nu11ion pounds for CARE. 

Since beef production will be at least as large as last year, 
output of all meat will set a new record. Consumption per person will 
likely surpass, by a few pounds, the 154-pound rate of 1~53 and 1954. 
That rate was slightly above the top years of the 1940's and the highest 
since 1908. 

Marketing Margins on Beef 
Down, Pork Up in 1954 

Marketing margins on meat averaged almost exactly the same in 1954 
as the previous year. Estimates of the margin for all meats in the stand
ard •market basket" of food show a reduction of less than 1 percent. 
(See upper section of table 5.) 

The margin for beef (Choice grade) was reduced from 25.6 cents per 
retail pound in 1953 to 23.9 cents in 1954. The margin for pork increased 
from 18.0 to 18.9 cents. 



Year 

1948 
19L9 
1950 
1951 
1952 
195.3 

. . 

. . 
1954 21 : 

1948 
1949 . . 
19.50 
1951 . . 
1952 
1953 . . 
1954 21 . . . . . . 
1948 
1949 
19.50 . . 
1951 
1952 : 
195.3 . . 
1954 

• . 
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Table 5.- Average retail cost of meats~ marketing margin, 
farm value and farmer's share, 1948 to date 

Retail cost 
or price 
D:>llars 

278.86 
25.3.88 
265.06 
299.85 
289.86 
264.64 
262.84 

Cents 

75 • .3 
68.4 
75.L 
88.9 
89 • .3 
69.6 
68.5 

55.0 
49.2 
48.7 
52.8 
49.3 
54.1 
55.0 

• . 
; 

All meat products !/ 
Marketing 
margin 

Dollars 

89.42 
89.61 
90.77 
97.9.3 

10.3.87 
99.92 
98.95 

Beef (Choice 
Cente 

22 • .3 
20.2 
21.3 
2.3.1 
26.8 
25.8 
2.3.9 

Net farm 
; value 'Y 

Dollars 

189.L6 
16h.27 
174.29 
201.92 
185.99 
164.72 
16.3.89 

grade) 
Cents -
5.3.0 
48.2 
54.1 
65.8 
62.5 
4.3.8 
44.6 

Pork, excluding lard 

17.7 
18.8 
18.7 
20 • .3 
19.2 
18.0 
18.9 

.37 • .3 

.30.4 
30.0 
.32.5 
.30.1 
.36.1 
.36.1 

: 
Farmer's 
share 

Percent 

68 
65 
66 
67 
64 
62 
62 

10 
10 
72 
74 
70 
6.3 
65 

68 
62 
62 
62 
61 
67 
66 

1/ Retail cost in terms of current prices of average quantities of meat 
products b0ught per urban wage-earner and clerical-worker family in 1952, and 
farm value of equivalent quantities of live meat aniinals. The meat products 
group includes estimates of lamb and veal, and of beef of grades other .than 
Choice, in addition to pork and Choice grade beef. 'Y Farm value of live 
animal of weight and grarle necessary to produce 1 pound of meat products at 
retail, minus the computed value of byproducts. Standard factors are 2.16 
pounds of Choice grade beef (estimated preminums for Choice grade over 
average price of all beef cattle vary by years) ~~d 1.82 pounds of live hog • 
.3/ Revised. 
-Compiled from price spread data published in the Marketing and Transportation 
S1tuation and Jw.y-~eptember 195.3 supplement thereto. 
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Average prices cbe.Dged only moderately last year. The retail 
price of Choice beef was 1.1 cent per pound lower, and the price of 
park 0.9 cent higher. Prices received by farmers also averaged about 
the same in 1954 as in 1953· 

The marketing margin far meat is calculated as the -1:-otal spread 
between the price paid by the consumer for meat at retail ~nd the price 
received by the proiucer tar the equivalent weight of livestock. The 
size ot the margin indicates the share of the retail price that goes to 
all marketing agencies, from marketing of livestock to retail distribution 
ot meat. It does not measure the profits of marketing agencies. 

Marketing margins on Choice beef widened in 1952 and 1953 when 
prices of cattle and beef were declining sbarply. As more stable condi
tions returned in 1954 and prices improved sanewhat, margins were narrowed 
moderately. 

Far lower grade beet, the trend in margins was quite different. 
Estimates ot the price spread fran the live aniJI!fl] to the wholesale car .. 
cess for Utility cows show a reduction fran $1.75 per 100 pounds live
weight in 1950 to $1.29 in 1951. It then increased steadily to $2.56 
in 1954 y. In 1951, slaugbterers bad to compete far cows with a strong 
country demand from proiucers. By 1954 the supply of cows had increased 
while competitive demand fran proiucers was weaker. 

Marketing margins on park dipped to a low ·of 16.9 cents per retail 
pound in the first quarter of 1954. Hogs were relatively scarce then, 
and purchasers were bidding high in an effort to maintain volume of out
put. By the last quarter, the supply had risen and the margin widened 
to 20.4 cents. 

MAKE-UP OF 'DIE :BEEF SUPPLY, 1953 ARD 1954 

by Earl E. Miller 

The total output of beef in the United States is made up of car
casses of a wide range ot kind and quality. Their variation is due 
largely to differences in breeding, sex, age and degree of finish of the 
animals slaughtered. The highest grades of beef are produced fran well
fed beef -type cattle. Careful intensive feeding proiuces a carcass which 
has liberal quantities of fat that adds to the tenderness and flavor of 
the meat. A large part of the fresh beef sold in retail stores canea 
from young a.nimal s Which have bad a turn in feedlots. 

Y Data are reported in "Marketing Margins for Beef and Pork;" The Mar
keting and Transportation Situation, AMS, USDA, Jan. 31, 1955, p.28. -
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For the past 4 years January 1 numbers of cattle on feed hav6 ranged 
between 5 and 6 million head. This year's 5.8 million was 8 percent above 
last year and only slightly less than the record number on feed in 1953. 
Moreover, there are indications that the gain in cattle feeding is greater 
than that pictured by January 1 numbers. Year-around feeding is becoming 
more common, especially with large operators and in Western States Where 
short-term feeding is more usual than it is in the Corn Belt. 

Although data are reported only for the number on feed January 1, 
same indication of the total number fed and marketed during each year in 
the United States can be obtained from data reported for Iowa, Illinois, 
Nebraska, Idaho and California. In order to obtain estimates of year-long 
volume, the number of cattle and calves on feed January 1 were first listed 
for all feeding States. For the 5 States with detailed reports a ratio was 
computed between total marketings for the year and the number on feed 
January 1. A similar ratio was estimated for the remaining States, taking 
into account differences mmong States in feeding practices. From thea~ 
ratios the number of fed cattle marketed was determined for all States. 
From these calculations it is concluded that more than 9 million fed cattle 
were marketed in 1953 and almost 10 million in 1954. (See table 6.) 

Steers Predominate in Feeding 

Further estimates were made of the kind of cattle. fed. The propoz
tion of steers, heifers and calves on feed was approximated for all States 
from the data available for the 5 States having special reports. It was 
assumed that most of the calves on feed were sold as steers or heifers. 
Average carcass weights of fed cattle also were estimated. The resulting 
data show that 80 percent or more of all fed beef the last two years came 
from slaughter of steers and 15 to 18 percent from heifers. Relatively 
little was from cows, bulls, or stags. 

The sex composition of all cattle slaughtered is reported only for 
slaughter under Federal inspection. It was assumed that the proportion of 
each class is the same for total slaughter as reported for Federally in
spected slaughter. Although there is same indication that this may not be 
so, the error is probably small. The production of beef from each class 
of slaughter, both for all cattle and for fed cattle, was detennined ap
proximately by estimating average live weight and average dressed weight 
per head slaughtered from marketing and slaughter data as available. From 
these calculations it is found that in, 1954 approximately 55 percent of 
all beet output was from steers, 12 percent from heifers, 30 percent from 
cows, and 3 percent from bulls. 



Table 6.- Estimated cattle slaughter and beef production by class, and fed cattle 
slaughter and production as a percentage of the total, 1953 and 1954 

_________________ ....;;;;.N~r .. slaughtered 

Year 

. .. 
All cattle 

. . 
: Percentage by class !/: 

Total : Total 

Fed cattle gj 
J 

Percentage by class 

Fed cattle as a percentage of 
all cattle, by class !,/ 

· · • Other :steers :Heifers: ., 1 
· · · Other · · • • other :Steers ;Heifers ; J/ ; TotsJ.. ; Steers ;Heifers ; 'J/ . . . ~ 

1953 

1954 21 

1,000 Per
head cent -
24,556 53.6 

25,993 50.3 

Mil. Per
lbs. cent 

1953 : 12,444 59.0 
: 

1954 21 /: 12,995 55.4 

Per
cent 

ll.6 

13.4 

Per
cent 

10.3 

12.0 

Per
cent 

1,000 Per
head cent -

34.8 9,081 

36.3 9,896 

Bo.o 

76-5 

Per
cent 

18.1 

20.9 

Per
cent 

1.9 

2.6 

Beef produced from slaughter 

Per
cent 

Mil. Per- Per- Per-
lbs. cent cent cent 

30-7 5,417 

32.6 5,824 

83.1 

79-7 

15-3 

17.9 

1.6 

2.4 

y Reported for · ted.erB.Uy inspected slaughter. 

gj Does not include the small number of fed calves marketed as calves . 

J./ Cows, bulls and stags . 

Per- Per
cent cent 

37.0 

38.1 

55-2 

57-9 

Per- Per
cent cent -
43.5 

44.8 

61.2 

64.5 

Per
cent 

57.8 

59.4 

Per
cent 

65.1 

66.9 

Per
cent 

2.0 

2.8 

Per
cent 

2.3 

3.2 

!!J Estimated on assumption that the ~auposi tion of total slaughter by class is the same as of federally 
inspected slaughter. This probablY underestimates the percentage for steers. 

2) Includes an estimate of farm slaughter. 

i 
~ 

.... 
VI 
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Fed Beet ~5 Perceut ot 'rotal 

The calcul.&tiOilS 1Ddicate that near~ Jt-5 percent ot the beet sup.. 
ply came traD the slaughter ot f'ed cattle l.ut year 1 a slightly bigber 
proportion than in 1953· According to tbe eat111ates, ot all steer beef' 
65 percent was f'ed, and ot all heifer beet, '7 percent vas ted. Only a 
B!..U. part ot cow aDd bull beet can be cc.a14ered ted beet. 

In ~, about 9 or 10 million cattle DOW receive se~~~e feedlot 
feeding each year. Beet traD these an1-:J s has recently provided close 
to 45 percent ot the total beet supply. 

In the last two years a little mare tbaD balt ot all beet produced 
vas steer beet.· About a third was cow beet 1 8lld an eighth heifer beet. 
But of' fed beef', IDOl"e than 8o percent was steer beet 8Dd lll08t of' the rest 
heifer beet. 

Though about 45 percent of' all beet was ted, around two-thirds of' 
both steer beef' aDd heifer beef' came from antmaJs that received feedlot 
feeding. Little cow beef' is ted beef'. 

It should be reempbaaized that all the calculations are derived 
traD limited data. WhUe tbey are not precise estimates, they are sut
f..iciently accurate to be usetul. 

RAIIK OF STATES Ilf LIVF8TOCK RUMBBRS, 1955 

Tables 7 and 8 present data 011 inventories ot cattle 8Dd sheep, 
and size of' pig crops, tor the V&l'ious States rBDkad 1D order. Cballges 
in rank in the past year were tew. In the mJIIbe:r ot all cattle 1 Missouri 
dropped :f'raD sixth last year to eighth this ye&l". South Dakota moved into 
tenth place, ahead of' OklahciDa. In beef' cows, Oklahaaa 8Dd South Dakota 

· made a s1m11 a:r excbange of' position. Missouri dropped back, as did Col
orado 8lld Florida. Cal.~arnia moved up to ninth, traD eleventh last year. 

Bev York now has mare milk cows than MiDDesota. PeDDSylvania, 
eighth last year, is now titth. Texas aDd Ohio both dropped back 1D rel
ative position. 

Among leading sheep produciDg States the only cbaDge in rank was 
Ohio's rise above Iowa to seventh spot. Minnesota bad a J.arser pig crop 
last year tban did Missouri. Otherwise, tbe maJor hog produciDg States 
retained their ranld.DS. 

lEW <ll REVISED SERIES 

The tables beginning with table 9 present certain SU1111&17 data 
relating to meat animals 8Dd meats. They are reduced traD the Statisti
cal Buppl.e.-nt carried in this iaaue ot previoua ;years. Particularly 
covered in the tables are data on producticm BD1 ccaaumption ot meat &Dd 
selected price aeries tor meat u1Ml s 8Dd meats. 
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Table 7.- Rank of States in number of cattle and calves on farms, 
January 1, 1955 

All cattle and calves Beef cattle and calves (cattle not for milk) .. 
Total ~ Beef cows 2 years 8lld over 

Rank 
State Number 

State Number State Number 

Thous. ~ Thous. ---
1 : Texas 8,501 Texas 6,956 Texas 3,784 
2 Iowa 6,279 Iowa 4,6o3 Nebraska 1,558 
3 Nebraska 5,016 Nebraska 4,318 Kansas 1,392 
4 : Kansas 4,341 Kansas 3,534 South Dakota 1,26o 
5 : Wisconsin 4,318 South Dakota 2,721 Oklahoma 1,196 
6 : Illinois 3,946 Illinois 2,486 Montana 1,130 
7 Minnesota 3,939 Missouri 2,459 Iowa 980 
8 Missouri 3,910 Oklahoma 2,302 Missouri 977 
9 California 3,583 Montana 2,275 California 822 

10 South Dakota 3,301 California 2,094 Florida 777 
ll Oklahoma 3,182 Colorado 1,770 Louisiana 727 
12 Montana 2,441 Minnesota 1,510 Colorado 709 
13 Ohio 2,438 Florida 1,376 New Mexico 631 
14 New York 2,356 North Dakota 1,289 Mississippi 614 
15 Mississippi 2,08o Louisiana 1,231 Illinois 612 
16 Colorado 2,054 Indiana 1,146 Alabama 585 
17 Indiana 2,054 Mississippi 1,128 North :o.kota 554 
18 Michigan 2,003 Oregon 1,067 Wy(JDing 509 
19 : Pennsylvania 1,954 New Mexico 1,065 Oregon 476 
20 : North Dakota 1,937 Alabama l,o49 Arizona 4o6 
21 Kentucky 1,861 Wyaning 996 Arkansas 394 
22 : Alabama 1,8o4 Kentucky 935 CJee~rgia 376 
23 : Louisiana 1,787 Idaho 890 Kentucky 350 
24 : Tennessee 1,771 Ohio 887 Idaho 333 
25 : Florida 1,679 Arizona 664 Virginia 329 
26 : Arkansas J.,485 Arkansas 622 Nevada 320 
27 : Oregon 1,456 Georgia 613 Tennessee 319 
28 Georgia 1,439 Tennessee 766 Indiana 318 
29 Virginia 1,382 Virginia 700 Minnesota 315 
30 Idaho 1,328 Washington 666 ·utah 272 
31 New Mexico 1,14o Nevada 589 washington 256 
32 Washington 1,138 Utah 578 Ohio 195 
33 Wyaning 1,072 Michigan 467 North Carolina 159 
34 Arizona 945 Wisconsin 438 West Virginia 131 
35 : North Carolina 933 North Carolina 356 South Carolina 103. 
36 : Utah 7~ Pennsylvania 333 Michigan 76 
37 : Nevada ~5 West Virginia 293 Pennsylvania 11 
38 : West Virginia 611 South Carolina. 229 Wisconsin 47 

39 Maryland 54o New York 139 Maryland 31 
4o South Carolina 592 Maryland 133 New York 31 
41 : Vermont 479 Maine 29 Maine 9 
42 Maine 236 Vermont 22 Delaware 6 
43 New Jersey 226 New Jersey 17 New Jersey 3 
44 Massachusetts 190 Delaware 15 Vermont 3 
45 connecticut 188 connecticut ll Connecticut 2 

46 New Hampshire ll6 Massachusetts ll Massachusetts 2 

47 Delamre 76 New Hampshire 6 Nev Hampshire 2 

48 Rhode Island ~ Rhode Island 1 Rhode Island 

u. s. 
56,413 24,166 total 95,433 
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Table 8.- Rank of States in number of milk cows IUld sheep on farms 
January 1, 1955 and pigs saved 1954 

: Milk cows 2 years and over All sheep and lambs Number of pigs aaved !/ 

Rank 

State Number State Number State Nmnber 

Tbous. Tbous. Thous. ---
1 Wisconsin 2,656 Texas 5,331 Iowa 20,434 
2 : New York 1,527 Wyoming 2,132 Illinois ll,lo4 
3 : Minnesota 1,496 California 2,081 Indiana 8,257 
4 : Iowa l,lll Montana 1,741 Minnesota 6,419 
5 : Pennsylvania 1,039 Colorado 1,702 Missouri 6,328 
6 : Missouri 1,034 Utah 1,412 Ohio 5,421 
7 : Texas 1,031 Ohio 1,359 Nebraska 4,246 
8 : Ohio 1,018 Iowa 1,307 Wisconsin 3,532 
9 : Michigan 963 New Mexico 1,271 Georgia 2,637 

10 : California 909 South Dakota 1,254 South Dakota 2,488 
ll : Illinois 884 Idaho 1,105 North Caro11na 1,812 
12 : Tennessee 714 Minnesota 961 Al.abama 1,712 
13 Kentucky 687 Missouri 8o3 Kentucky 1,694 
14 Mississippi 643 Nebraska 778 Tennessee 1,611. 
15 Indiana 624 I111nois 717 Texas 1,576 
16 Oklahana 552 Oregon 689 Kansas 1,486 
17 Kansas 545 Kentucky 688 Michigan 1,445 
18 Virginia 474 Kansas 6o9 Virginia 1,015 
19 : Arkansas 456 North Dakota 549 Pennsylvania 987 
20 : Al.abama 452 Indiana 466 Oklahana 845 
21 : Nebraska 442 Arizona 461 Sotith Carolina 832 
22 : North Dakota 426 Nevada 454 Florida 715 
23 Georgia 399 Michigan 418 Mississippi 702 
24 North Carolina 391 Virginia 327 North Dakota 696 
25 Louisiana 377 Washington 315 Louisiana 6o4 
26 South Dakota 34o West Virginia 3ll Arkansas 6ol 
27 Vermont 320 Tennessee 308 California 533 
28 Washington 300 Wisconsin 273 Mary'1and 375 
29 Maryland 278 Pennsy1vania 262 Colorado 329 
30 Idaho 264 OklahaDa 183 New York 278 
31 Oregon 244 New York 153 West Virginia 236 
32 West Virginia 229 Louisiana 132 Oregon 21.9 
33 Colorado 183 Mississippi 91 Montana 215 
34 South Caro11na 178 North Carolina 53 Idaho 207 
35 Florida 167 Arkansas 47 Washington 203 
36 New Jersey 158 Maryland 45 New Jersey ll7 
37 Massachusetts 127 Al.abama 33 Massachusetts 109 
38 Connecticut 123 Maine 27 Utah 96 
39 Maine 123 Georgia 19 New Mexico 83 
4o Utah 113 Massachusetts 13 Wyaning 6o 
41 Montana 108 New Jersey 13 Delaware 58 
42 New Hampshire 71 Vermont 10 Maine 43 
43 : Arizona 53 New Hampshire 9 Connecticut 34 
44 : New Mexico 52 Connecticut 8 Arizona 30 
45 : Wyoming 47 South Carolina 4 Nevada 29 
46 Delaware 42 Florida 3 New Hampshire 19 
47 Rhode Island 21 Delaware 2 Vermont 16 
48 Nevada 17 Rhode Island 2 Rhode Island 6 ---
u. s. : 
total : 24,4o8 30,931 92,494 . 
Y T~tal pigs saved fran spring and fall pig crops of 1954. 



Table 9·- Meat production aod consumption fran total United States olo.ughter, 1.899 to date !J 

~ Veil !.iiii6 anCI autl:on r:ua 
Pro- : Cons~t.Ion 

..., 
Year a-

duction; Tot.al : c::~to 
: 
I 

1899 I 5,522 5,029 67.2 387 367 5.2 487 486 6.5 6,310 5,371. 71.8 l2, 7o6 ll,273 150.7 1,679 954 12,8 74.8 
1900 I 5,628 5,104 67.1 397 397 5.2 493 492 6.5 6,329 5,476 11.9 12,847 ll,469 15C.7 1,653 1,002 13.2 76.1 
1901 I 5,614 5,266 67.9 422 422 5.4 548 548 7.0 6,357 5,493 70.8 13,141 ll,729 151.1 1,650 997 l2.8 77,6 
1902 • 5,649 5,148 65.0 476 476 6.0 564 560 7.1 5,936 5,288 66.7 l2,625 11,472 144.6 1,493 956 12.1 19.2 
1903 I 6,240 s. 7ll 70.9 492 492 6.1 563 560 6.9 6,o67 5,498 68.2 13,362 12,261 152.1 1,529 952 u.s 8o.6 
1904 I 6,176 s. 71.9 69.6 491 491 6.0 536 537 6.5 6,387 5,803 70.6 13,592 12,550 1.52. 7 1,6)8 1,031 12.5 82.2 
1905 I 6,504 5,973 7J..,J 556 556 6.6 530 529 6.~ 6,629 5,945 71.0 14,219 13,003 155.2 1,742 991 11.8 83.8 
19o6 • 6,537 6,067 71..3 598 598 7.0 543 542 6,) 6, 793 6,o65 n.o 14,4?1 13,292 155.6 1, 735 1,002 l..l.7 85.4 
1907 • 6,544 6,141 70.6 626 626 7.2 553 551 6.3 7,059 6,443 7li.1 14,762 13,761 156.2 1, 790 1,146 13.2 87.0 
1906 I 6,662 6,393 72.1 637 637 7.2 55? 557 6.3 1,535 6,698 77.7 15,393 14,465 163.3 1,9ll 1,277 14.4 88.7 
1909 I 6,915 6, 713 7).1 660 66o 7.2 606 6o6 6.6 6,557 6,o65 66.1 14,740 14,044 153.0 1,626 1,l27 12.) 91.8 
1910 I 6,647 6,508 69.5 667 667 7.1 597 596 6.4 6,087 s. 756 61.4 13,998 13,527 144.4 1,553 1,156 l2.3 93.7 
19l..l I 6,549 6,426 67.5 666 666 7.0 693 690 1.2 6,961 6,482 68.1 14,869 14,264 149.8 1, 747 1,138 l2.0 95.2 
19l2 • 6,234 6,153 63.6 662 662 6.9 735 729 7.6 6,822 6,357 65.7 14,453 13,901 143.8 1,658 1,102 u.4 96.7 
1913 I 6,162 6,157 62.5 608 6rY7 6.2 7o6 701 7.1 6,979 6,501 65.9 14,475 13,968 141.7 1,653 1,07) 10,9 98.6 
1914 I 6,017 6,144 61.1 569 572 5. 7 693 708 7.1 6,824 6,453 61:.2 14,10) 13,877 1)8.1 1,554 1,090 10.8 100.5 
1715 I 6,075 5,668 55.6 590 591 5.8 6o5 6l2 6.0 7,61!> 6,690 65.6 14,886 13,561 133.0 1,689 1,198 11.7 :1.02,0 
1916 I 6,46o 6,003 56.1 655 656 6.3 585 595 5.7 8,207 7,037 68.1 15,907 14,291 138.2 1,7o6 1,228 11.9 103.1: 
1917 I 7,239 6,687 63.7 744 745 7.1 463 463 4.4 7,055 6,093 56.1 15,501 13,986 133.3 1,us1 1,091 10.4 104.9 
1918 I 7, 726 ? ,167 67.6 76o 761 7.2 So6 499 4.-7 8,349 6,38U 6o.2 17,341 14,8ll 139.7 1,899 1,291 l2.2 1o6.o 
1919 I 6,756 6,462 6o.7 819 824 7.6 590 598 5.6 8,477 6,71.2 63.0 16,61!2 14,596 137.1 1,920 1,171. u.o lo6.S 
1920 : 6,306 6,293 58.) 842 852 7.9 538 578 5.4 7,646 6,766 62.6 15,334 14,489 134.2 1,958 1,319 12.2 1011.0 
1921 : 6,022 6,024 54.7 820 624 7.S 639 662 6.0 7,697 7,929 63.9 15,178 14,539 132.1 2,108 1,217 ll.1 110.1 ~ 1922 • 6,588 6,503 56.3 852 858 7. 7 5S3 565 5.1 8,145 7,236 64.6 16,138 15,162 135.9 2,302 1,5C3 13.5 ll..l.6 
1923 • 6, 721 6,671 56.8 916 919 a.1 588 592 5.2 9,463 6,310 7).2 17,706 16,492 145.3 2, 718 1,!>43 14.5 113.5 
1924 : 6,877 6, 786 58.7 972 917 6.4 597 596 5.2 9,149 8,451 7).0 17,595 16,610 US,J 2,66o 1,663 U.4 115.7 
1925 • 6,878 6,888 58.!> 969 993 8.5 6o) 6o5 5.1 6,126 7 ,734 65.8 16,598 16,220 1)8.0 2,153 1,453 12.4 ll?.S 
1926 • 7,069 7,074 59.4 955 959 8.0 639 637 5.4 7,966 7,529 63.3 16,649 16,199 136.1 2,2o6 1,465 12.) ll9.0 
1927 • 6,395 6,48U 53.7 867 875 7.3 629 631 5.2 6,430 8,058 66.~ 16,321 16,048 133.0 2,263 1,541 12.6 120.7 
1928 : s. 771 5,672 48.1 773 781 6.!: 663 662 5.4 9,041 8,545 69.9 16,248 15,66o 129.8 2,1.58 1,626 13.3 l22.2 
1929 • 5,871 6,048 49.0 761 766 6.2 662 686 5.5 6,833 8,48U 68.7 16,147 15,984 129.4 2,461 1,596 12.9 l23.5 
1930 : 5,917 6,021 46.2 792 79u 6.4 625 824 6.6 8,482 6,246 66.1 16,016 15,865 127.3 2,227 1,S8U 12.7 l24.8 
1931 • 6,009 6,025 47.9 823 624 6.6 885 886 7.0 8, 739 8,477 6?.4 16,456 16,212 l28.9 2,307 1, 7o6. 13.6 l2S.8 
1932 • 5,789 5,630 u6.o 822 822 6.5 88U 862 7,0 8,923 6,625 69.? 16,418 16,359 129.2 2,)80 1,814 1.4.) l26,6 
1933 4/: 6,440 6,469 so.~ 891 891 7.0 852 849 6. 7 9,234 6,865 69.8 17,417 17,094 134.3 2,475 1,772 13.9 127.3 
1934 li/: 6,345 8,o66 63.0 1,246 1,162 9.2 851 796 6.2 8,397 6,141 63.6 18,839 18,187 142.0 2,091 1,646 l2.9 l28.1 
1935 ~~ 6,608 6, 770 52.S 1,023 1,087 8.4 877 923 7.2 5,919 6,155 47.7 14,427 14,935 us.8 1,276 1,226 9.5 l29.0 
1936 • 7,358 7, 742 59.7 1,075 1,075 8.3 654 849 6.5 7,471. 7,u61 54.4 16,761 16,727 l26.9 1,679 1,449 11.2 129.8 
1937 : 6, 798 7,107 54·'~ 1,!08 1,108 8.5 852 857 6.6 6,951 7,185 55.0 15,709 16,257 l24.'> 1,431 1,361 10.4 130.6 
1938 I 6,9o6 7,0~ 53.6 994 994 7.6 897 894 6,8 7,68o 7,554 57.4 16,479 16,500 125.4 1, 728 1,440 10.9 1)1.6 
1939 • 7,0l..l 1,159 53.9 991 991 7.5 872 869 6.S 8,660 8,474 63.9 17,534 17,493 131.8 2,037 1,671 l2.6 1)2. 7 
1940 : 7,175 7,257 54.2 961 981 7.3 876 873 6.5 10,01:4 9, 701 12.11 19,076 18,612 140.4 2,288 1,924 14.4 134.0 
1941 : 8,!!82 8,021 6o.o 1,036 1,005 ?.5 923 901 6.7 9,528 9,007 67.4 19,569 18,934 141.6 2,228 1,879 14.1 133.7 
1942 • 6,843 6,o49 6o.4 1,151 1,08U 8,1 1,042 950 7.1 1:>,876 6,368 62.6 21,9l2 18,45l 138.4 2,401 1,760 13.2 133.3 
1943 I 8,571 6,660 52.5 1,167 1,059 8.1 1,104 8)0 6,4 13,640 10,172 71.9 24,462 18,921 144.9 2,865 1,619 13.9 130.6 
1944 • 9,ill 7,146 54.9 1, 738 1,5911 l2.2 1,024 857 6,6 1),304 10,230 78.5 25,178 19,827 152.2 3,054 1,824 14.o 130.) 
1945 • 10,276 7,665 56.6 1,664 1,536 11.7 1,054 943 7.2 10,697 6,598 65.7 2),691 18,742 143.2 2,o66 1,622 12.4 130.9 
1946 • 9,373 8,533 6o.8 1,443 1,362 9.8 968 923 6.6 11,150 10,So6 74.9 22,934 21,344 152.1 2,136 1,667 11.9 140.3 
1947 • 10,432 9.916 68.6 1,6o5 1,545 10,7 799 762 5.2 10,502 9,919 68.6 23,336 22,142 1~3.1 2,402 1,904 13.2 144.6 
1948 I 9,1775 9,163 62.3 1,423 1,384 9.4 747 733 5,0 10,055 9,840 66.8 21,300 21,120 1 3·5 2,321 1,972 13.4 147.2 
1949 ' 9,439 9,439 63.1 1,334 1,311 8.8 6o3 6o6 4.0 10,286 9,993 66.8 21,662 21,349 142.7 2,534 1,1!12 12.6 149.6 
1950 • 9,538 ~f~~ 62.6 1,230 1,2o6 7.9 597 596 3.9 10,714 10,361 68.1 22,079 21,696 142.5 2,631 2,097 13.6 152.3 
1951 I 8,843 55·3 1,o61 1,oa> 6,6 521 517 3.4 u,483 to,616 70,6 21,908 20,618 135·9 2,864 2,lda 13.7 153.2 
1952 : 9,667 9,S6S 61.5 1,173 1.10) 7.1 648 1,1,0 H n, g.7 11,132 1'-'> ~,035 22,44o 144.3 2,886 2,o83 13.li 155.5 
195) I 12,444 12,151 76.8 1,~ 1,491! 9·5 729 735 10,o63 9, 957 62.9 ,795 ~.341 153.8 2,368 2a23 l.ll,8 158.3 
1~ 'ZL.I 12,994 12,172 79.2 1, 1,608 10.0 735 731 4.5 10,010 9,684 6o.o ~.403 24,795 153·7 2;362 1!~o ll.3 161.3 

1/ Beginning 1:140, dat-a •xclltde ""at. prod;oced in Hawaii and Virgin Islands. Beginning 1941, cons..option is ciYUian only. Units are carcass weight equivalent; exc1ud~ 
edible offala. 

2/ ca.puted from unrounded nUJObera, IncludP.s lard entering into II&Dllfo.ctured products. Exc1udos .Uitary uo.e. 
1/ eeneua eat.1•te or population, vith adj"st.ments, 1909 to date, for underenwaeration. J'rca 1~1 to date, pertiOIIa eatill8 out or civilian supplies. 
li/ Includes production and consumption !I'Ool Go'felnMIIt e1111rgeney prograaa, datq for vbich can be found 1n Tbe Lbestock and Heat Situation !or FebroJ&ry, 1949, pap 2), z/ Prel1101nary. - ---- - ---



LKS-76 _21 -

Table 10. - Liv~stock slaughtered and meat and lard produced, by class of slaughter, United States, 19Ll. to date ];/ 

Year 

1941 
1942 
l9u3 
1944 
1945 
1946 
1947 
1948 
l9L9 
1950 
1951 
19'>2 
195.3 
1954 

1941 
1942 
1943 
1944 
1945 
1946 
1947 
1948 
1949 
1950 
1951 
1952 
1953 
1954 

1941 
1942 
1943 
1944 
1945 
1946 
1947 
1948 
1949 
1950 
1951 
1952 
195.3 
195'4 

1941 
1942 
1943 
1944 
1945 
1946 
1947 
1.946 
19!.9 
1950 
1951 
1952 
1953 
1954 

Livestock slaughter Meat prOduction 
1 Commercii! 1 commercial 
rFederally : Other whole- : 
:inspected :sale and retail: Total 1 

: 
Fal'll I Total 1Federally : OthP.r whole- : tal F~ 1 Total 

:inspected :sale and retail1 To 
1,000 1,000 1,000 

head 
1,000 
head 

1,000 
head 

: Million Million Million Million Million 
nead head : pounds pounds pounds pounds pounds 

------------------,c~a~'-e~-----------------------------------,B~e~er--------------------

10,932 
I 1? ,3)~0 

11,721 
13,955 
14,531 

: 11,402 
:: 15,524 
I 12,994 
I 13,222 
I 13,103 
I 11,619 
I 13,165 
: 17,629 
: 18,476 

5,!J61 
5, 760 
5,209 

I 11769 
I 7,020 

5,841 
7,933 
6,907 

I 6,449 
I 5,650 
I 4,965 

5,294 
I 7,013 
I 7 e573 

4,916 
5,047 
5,416 
5,0.)5 
6,244 
1 ,h19 
6,009 
5,3112 
4,791 
4, 798 
4,497 
4,691 
5,916 
6,566 

15,BhB 511 16,!M 5,732 2,126 ----r;/356 
17,387 646 18,o33 6,3113 2,2u9 11,592 
17,137 108 17,8115 5,966 2,Juo 8,306 
1R.,99o 65u 19,s114 6,6~2 2,149 8,8u1 
20,775 919 21,694 7,236 2,700 9,936 
18,881 94J 19,824 5,661 3,3&9 9,010 
21,533 an 22,1~04 1,~35 2,561 10,096 
18,366 791 19,117 6,JJ33 2,333 8, 766 
18,013 752 18,765 6,998 2,144 9,14?. 
17,901 723 16,624 7,051 2,197 9,248 
16,376 12u 11,100 6,431 2,118 8,549 
17,8~ 812 18.666 7,157 2,+~0 9.337 
23,605 951 24,556 §;68f 2,667 12,055 
25,oL2 .2,925 .. 12,6o6 

calves Veal 
3,107 6,568 664 9,252 599 353 952 
3,317 9,011 641 9,718 667 399 l,o66 
4,111 9,320 620 9,940 597 481 1,076 
5, 749 13,.'>15 724 14,242 926 703 1,629 
5,884 12,904 753 13,657 823 129 1,'>52 
5,569 11,410 766 12,176 642 687 1,329 
5,080 13,013 713 13,726 904 589 1,493 
4,860 11,767 611 12,378 791 532 1,323 
4,379 1o,a26 s1o 11,395 746 49u 1,24o 
4,123 9,973 531 10,504 667 470 1,137 
3,433 8,418 495 8,913 583 )89 972 
3,6~J 8,894 514 9,~08 650 430 1,080 
4,655 11.668 602 l2,UO 882 569 1,451 
5,203 12,116 931 624 1S55 

niJ 
251 
265 
311 
340 
363 
336 
309 
291 
290 
294 
330 
389 v 388 

84 
85 
89 

109 
112 
114 
112 
100 
94 
93 
89 
S'3 

106 
2/ 109 

6,082 
8,8LJ 
8,')71 
9,112 

10,276 
Y,373 

10,!:32 
9,075 
9,!:39 
9,536 
6,843 
9.?61 

12,444 
12,9AA 

1,036 
1,151 
1,167 
1,736 
1,664 
1,443 
1,605 
1:,423 
1,334 
1,230 
1,061 
1,17) 

~;~L 
Sheep and lambs . LBilb and mutton 

18,122 3,605 21,121 562 22,309 749 150 899 24 923 
I 21,624 3,383 25,007 578 25,585 879 139 1,018 24 1,042 

23,363 3,134 26,497 576 27,073 958 122 1,080 24 1,104 
21,875 2,916 24,793 562 25,355 887 114 1,001 23 1,024 
21,218 2,850 24,066 571 24,639 913 117 1,030 24 1,054 
19,864 2,350 22,234 554 22,788 850 96 9h6 22 968 
16,667 1,540 18,207 499 18,706 717 62 779 20 799 
15,343 1,554 16,897 474 17,371 665 63 726 19 747 
12,136 1,240 1),376 404 13,760 536 51 567 16 603 

I 11,739 1,113 12,852 392 13,244 ~3Ja 47 561 16 597 
10,056 1,019 11,075 341 ll,416 465 IJ3 508 13 521 

I 12,694 -1,266 l31 962 3J6 141 298 581 54 63) l] 6)!11 
14,283 1,684 1~967 351 ~ 644 71 715 14 729 

1_1~4~·~14~8~----~l~,7~7~5--~~l~~~··9~2~3 _______________ , ___ ~~~----~~-7~7~~~~72r.2~-~~2-=l~~~-7~3~§-. 
Ho§s pork excluding lard 

I 46,520 12,068 S8,6o6 12,769 71,397 6,345 1,559 7,904 1,624 9,S2S 
53,897 12,117 66,014 12,533 78,547 7,562 1,672 9,234 1,642 10,876 
63,431 17,779 81,210 14,016 95,226 9,308 2,45h 11,762 1,676 13,640 
69,017 15,500 64,517 13,551 96,o68 9,456 2,046 11,502 1,802 13,304 
40,96o 17,300 56,260 13,631 71,891 6,367 2,456 6,843 1,854 10,697 

1 44,394 16,ooo 62,394 13,121 76,115 6,642 2,592 9,234 1,916 11,1So 
49,116 12,613 61,929 12,072 74,001 7,060 1,731 6,611 1,691 10,502 
47,615 12,054 59,669 11,200 70,1169 6,832 1,654 6,486 1, ~9 10,055 
53,032 10,729 63,761 10,236 74,997 1 ,)52 1,523 8,875 1,411 10,286 
56,964 12,579 69,543 9,720 79,263 7,766 1,609 9,397 1,317 10,714 

I 62,054 14,007 76,061 9,520 85,581 6,407 1,763 10,190 1,293 11,483 
: 62,451 15,239 77,690 9.022 86,712 6,411 1,910 10,3?.1 1,226 11,<)47 
I 53,613 131100 661 913 71 870 741 783 ~,293 1,676 6,911 _;,092 10,063 
s~5~2~·~8~94~----~1~2~,oo~B~~· =T.6~4~,~~2~rl·~·~--~~~~· ·--~7~·~J6~9----~~l~·~57=1~~~~8~,9~4~o~1V=rll~,o~7~o~-~~~o~,o~l0~. 
: Lard pOduct!on ~~ All aeat excluding tara 
1 Million M111lon M1111on M1111on Million : Pfs;b ~ pounds pounds pounds 

1941 I 1 -m- ~ ----yj!jJ 2,228'"" 131 425 4,186 17,613 1,956 19,569 
1942 1,724 270 1,994 407 2,401 1'>,451 4,459 19,910 2,002 21,912 
1943 2,080 359 2,439 426 2,865 16,1129 5,397 22,226 2,256 24,482 
1944 2,367 279 2,646 406 3,0~4 17,921 5,012 22,933 2,245 25,178 
1945 1,311 335 1,646 420 2,o66 15,359 6,002 21,361 2,330 23,691 
1946 1,344 353 1,697 439 2,1)6 13,795 6,724 20,519 2,415 22,934 
1947 11 722 277 1,999 403 2,402 I 16,2)6 4,943 21,179 2,159 23,338 
1946 1,680 252 1,932 389 2,321 I 14,121 4,582 19,30) 1,997 21,300 
1949 1,923 270 2,193 3hl 2,534 15,632 4,212 19,844 1,818 21,662 
1950 2,009 309 2,316 313 2,531 16,040 h,323 20,363 1, 716 22,079 
1951 2,225 342 2,567 297 2,864 15,~116 4,333 20,219 1,6~9 21,906 
1952 2,234 3'76 2,612 274 2,686 16,799 4,574 21,373 1,662 23,035 
1953 I 1,612 310 2,122 246 2,)68 : 181167 5,005 23,192 1,603 24,795 
1~1& I 1,831 291 2,122 . I 18,626 5,197 23,823 Yl,560 25,403 
]/ !Xcludea slaugh~l"r and iaeat prOductlon under Federal inspection in. Hawdl and the Virgin Islands. .Y \5rel1ill1nary 

•••lMateo }/ Includina ~ndered pork tat. 
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Table u.- Price per 100 pounds received by farmers tor meat animals by classes, aDd ind.ex 
nuabers ot prices received tor meat animals, United states, by months, 1940 to date 

Beet cattle . wt • . 
Year : Jan. Feb. Mar. Apr. : May June : July : Aug. I Sept. : Oct. JJov. : Dec. av. 

Dol. Dol. Dol. Dol. ~ Dol. ~ ~ Dol. ~ ~ ~ 
lL 
~-

1940 7·19 1·03 7.16 7·32 7.51 7.28 7·48 7.51 1·11 7.78 7.88 7.84 7.56 
1941 8.37 8.31 8.27 8.55 8.51 8.61 8.73 9.o4 9·32 9.14 8.82 9.34 8.82 
1942 : 9·72 9.89 10.10 10.50 l0.6o 10.70 10.70 ll.lO 11.00 11.00 u.oo ll.20 10.70 
1943 : 11.76 12.32 12.76 13.00 12.88 12.70 12.40 12.00 11.70 11.10 10.6o 10.90 ll.9Q 
1944 : ll.20 ll.6o 12.00 12.10 12.00 ll.70 10.90 10.30 10.10 9·71 9·19 10.10 10.8o 

: 
1945 : u.oo ll.6o 12.50 13.10 13.40 13.40 13.00 12.40 11.8o ll.50 ll.30 ll.50 12.10 
1946 : 12.00 12.6o 13.10 13.6o 13.70 13.8o 15.70 15.70 13.8o 16.00 16.20 16.50 14.~ 
1947 : 16.70 17.00 18.00 18.30 18.8o 19.30 19.50 19.00 19.00 18.30 18.20 19-50 18. 
1948 : 21.30 20.10 21.50 22.50 23·90 24.40 25.20 23.70 23.30 21.20 20.8o 20.40 22.20 
1949 I 20.20 18.90 20.70 21.00 21.10 20.90 20.00 19.40 19.70 19.20 18.90 19.00 19.8o 

: 
1950 : 19.70 20.50 21.20 21.90 23.10 23.70 24.40 24.20 24.6o 24.20 24.6o 25.20 23.)0 
1951 : 27.10 29.10 29.8o 30.30 29.70 29·50 29.00 28.90 29.20 28.40 27.50 21·30 28.70 
1952 : 27.20 21·50 27.50 27.70 27.8o 26.20 25.6o 24.6o 23.20 21.40 20.30 19.00 24.)0 
1953 : 19.10 18.50 17.70 17.30 17.50 16.00 17.10 16.10 l5.6o 14.6o 14.6o 14.8o 16.)0 
1954 : 16.00 16.20 16.6o 17.10 17.6o 16.90 15.8o 15.90 16.10 15.8o 15.6o 15.6o 
1955 : 16.20 16.50 

Calves 

1940 8.91 8.77 8.82 8.65 8.93 8.51 8.62 8.61 9·07 9.12 9.ll 9·07 8.8) 
1941 : 9·11 10.10 9-78 9.86 9.91 9·91 10.23 10.50 11.20 ll.o6 10.75 ll.l8 10.)0 
1942 : 12.03 ll.85 12.o8 12.15 12.39 12.31 12.43 12.74 12.8o 12.8o 12.82 12.94 12.)0 
1943 : 13.55 14.ll 14.40 14.22 14.26 14.20 13·90 13.6o 13.40 13.00 12.40 12.50 13.)(' 
1944 : 12.70 13.00 13.20 13.10 13.20 13.10 12.70 12.40 12.40 12.20 12.20 12.30 12.4o . . 
1945 : 12.90 13.20 13.50 13.90 13.8o 13.8o 13·90 13.30 12.90 12.70 12.6o 12.6o 13.00 
1946 : 13-30 13.70 13.90 14.30 14.40 14.8o 16.30 15.90 15.20 16.2o 16.70 17.00 15.20 
1947 : 18.00 19.00 19.6o 19.40 20.20 20.90 20.8o 20.70 21.40 21.00 21.10 21.90 20.4o 
1948 : 23.8o 22.50 23.10 23·90 25.00 25.20 26.40 25·90 25.50 23.8o 23.8o 24.10 24.4o 
1949 : 24.70 23.8o 24.20 24.40 23.70 2J.30 22.10 22.00 21.90 21.70 21.70 22.00 22.00 

: 
1950 : 23.20 24.20 24.20 24.50 25.6o 25.90 26.6o 27.40 27.8o 27-20 27.6o 28.40 26.)0 
1951 : 30.70 32.8o 33.20 33·90 33.00 33·20 32.20 31·90 32.10 3l.8o 30.50 30.40 )2.00 
1952 : 30·90 31.50 30.70 30.70 30.50 29.6o 27.8o 26.20 24.30 21.8o 21.50 20.50 25.8o 
1953 : 22.10 22.10 20.~0 19.30 19.40 16.50 16.8o 16.10 14.8o 13.8o 14.50 15.6o 16.8o 
1954 : 17.8o 18.10 17.90 18.10 18.40 17.50 16.10 15.8o 15.8o 16.00 15.6o 15.90 
1955 : 17.20 18.00 

Ho a 

1940 5-17 4.96 4.87 4.91 5·37 4.78 5.84 5·90 6.20 5·85 5.61 5.61 5·39 
1941 7.47 7-29 7-16 8.16 8.31 9.12 10.32 10.48 11.24 10.13 9·70 10.32 9·09 
1942 : 10.69 11.85 12.51 13.48 13.27 13·38 13-78 14.12 13.57 14.10 1).43 1).26 1).00 
1943 : 14.07 14.63 14.67 14.)4 1).89 13.6o 13.20 13.70 14.10 14.00 12.90 12.8o 13·70 
1944 I 12.8o 12.90 12.90 13.00 12.70 12.6o 12.70 13.50 13.6o 13.8o 13.50 13.40 ~3.10 . 
1945 : 13.8o 14.00 ·14.00 14.10 14.10 14.10 14.10 14.00 14.10 14.10 14.20 14.20 14.00 
1946 : 14.10 14.20 14.20 14.20 14.30 14.)0 17.20 20.8o 16.10 22.20 23.00 22.8o 17-50 
1947 I 21.90 24.30 26.50 23.90 22.20 22.10 22.00 23.6o 26.70 27.10 24.30 25.20 24.10 
1948 : 26.6o 21.6o 21.50 20.30 19.90 22.90 25.20 26.90 27.40 24.70 21.8o 20.90 2).10 
1949 : 19.6o 19.30 20.00 18.30 17·90 18.8o 18.6o 19.40 19.8o 17.6o 15.6o 14.8o 18.10 

: 
1950 : 15.10 16.6o 16.00 15.70 18.)0 18.20 20.90 21.70 21.30 19.20 17.8o 17.8o 18.00 
1951 : 20.00 21.90 21.20 20.6o 20.40 20.90 20.50 20.90 19.8o 20.20 18.10 17.6o 20.00 
1952 . I 17.30 17.10 16.6o 16.40 19.20 19.40 19.70 20.6o 19.00 18.50 16.6o 16.10 17·80 
1953 : 17.90 19.)0 20.20 21.00 23.10 22.8o 23.70 23.30 2).90 21.30 20.30 23.00 21.40 
1954 : 24.6o 25.30 24.70 26.6o 25.70 21.70 21.20 2l.6o 19.70 16.40 16.6o· 17.00 
1955 : 17.00 16~40 

Continued· 
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Table 11.- Price per 100 pounds received by tar.ers tor •eat animals by classes, and index numbers 
of prices received tor llleat animals, United States, by months, 1940 to date - Continued 

Shee . Wt . .• 
Year : Jan. Feb. Mar. : Apr. : May June : July z Aug. : Sept. Oct. Rov. 1 Dec. av. 

lL Dol. Dol. ~ ~ Dol. !!2!:. Dol. Dol. ~ ~ Dol. Dol. ~ 
1940 3·95 4.02 4.37 4.27 4.13 3·91 3·69 3.66 3.76 3.82 4.01 4.10 3·95 
1941 4.44 4.65 4.86 5.20 4.97 4.69 4.69 5.03 5.36 5.15 5.13 5.24 5.06 
1942 5.52 5·71 5·85 6.03 6.03 5.6o 5.46 5.52 5.50 5.44 5.48 5.92 5.8o 
1943 6.39 7.01 7.27 7·35 7.31 7.14 6.84 6.53 6.39 6.013 5.81 5.94 6.57 
1944 6.11 6.57 6.8o 6.97 6.74 6.59 6.09 5·77 5.52 5.61 5.61 5.83 6.01 

1945 6.18 6.56 6.87 7·17 6.99 6.82 6.83 6.39 5·89 5·79 5.86 5.98 6.38 
1946 6.34 6.62 6.87 7.01 7.06 7.23 8.14 7.14 7·52 8.43 7.70 7·55 7.48 
1947 7.64 7.78 8.43 8.57 8.73 8.36 8.59 8.55 8.64 8.42 8.63 8.62 8.39 
1948 9·29 9.31 9.44 9.48 10.50 10.30 10.20 10.20 9.67 9·07 8.93 8.81 9·69 
1949 9.10 9·28 10.10 10.8o 10.6o 9·92 9.27 8.78 8.61 8.88 8.86 9.20 9·~1 

1950 : 9.69 10.30 11.10 11.10 11.00 10.4o 10.4o 11.10 11.8o 12.90 13.30 13.8o 11.6o 
1951 I 15.50 18.00 19.4o 18.30 17.10 16.8o 15.70 15.30 15.20 15.6o 14.4o 14.10 16.00 
1952 : 13.4o 13.30 13.20 13.50 12.8o 11.30 9·79 9.42 8.83 1·6o 7.16 1·36 10.10 
1953 7·95 8.24 8.43 8.29 7·89 6.39 6.013 6.10 5.81 5.72 5.98 6.33 6.63 
1954 7.11 7·39 8.02 7.56 7.01 6.66 5.78 5.28 5.30 5.52 5.88 5.78 
1955 6.10 6 .. 67 

Lambs 

194o 1·19 7.84 8.3i 8.46 8.59 8.47 8.17 7.81 7.82 7.86 8.02 8.09 8.10 
1941 : 8.56 8.8o 9.12 9·37 9·34 9.49 9.47 9.56 10.09 9.83 9·70 10.13 9.58 
1942 : 10.56 10.69 10.62 10.85 11.6o 11.98 11.81 12.05 11.90 11.83 12.o4 12.49 11.70 
1943 : 13.03 13.76 13.97 13.87 13.82 13.50 13.30 12.8o 12.50 12.20 11.90 12.10 13.00 
1944 : 12.50 13.20 13.50 13.6o 13.40 13.10 12.6o 12.20 12.10 12.1{) 12.10 12.30 12.50 

: 
1945 : 12.90 13.50 13.8o 13·90 13.6o 13.4o 13.4o 12.90 12.50 12.50 12.70 12.80 13.10 
1946 : 12.90 13.4o 13.70 14.00 14.10 14.30 15.90 16.40 15.70 17.4o 18.50 18.70 15.6o 
1947 : 19.10 19.6o 20.30 19.8o 19.90 20.90 20.90 20.90 21.50 20.30 20.8o 21.30 20.50 
1948 : 22.20 20.8o 20.10 21.20 23.30 24.90 26.10 24.8o 23.30 21.90 21.90 21.8o 22.8o 
1949 : 22.00 21.70 23.8o 25.8o 25.30 24.30 22.8o 21.20 21.6o 21.50 21.4o 21.00 22.4o 

I 

1950 I 21.70 23.00 24.00 24.10 24.70 24.8o 24.70 25.00 25.70 26.00 26.8o 27.6o 25.10 
1951 z 30.10 33·4o 35·20 34.30 32.50 31.70 30.20 29.8o 29· 70 29.70 29.00 28.6o 31.00 
1952 : 28.20 26.8o 25.6o 26.6o 26.10 25.6o 25.6o 25.50 24.00 22.10 20.8o 19.50 24.30 
1953 : 20.4o 20.50 20.4o 20.8o 22.10 21.8o 21.6o 20.00 17.6o 16.6o 17.10 17.30 19d0 
1954 : 18.6o 19.10 20.90 21.8o 21.8o 20.30 19.50 18.50 17.8o 17.6o 17.70 17.50 
1955 : 18.50 '!1.'9.10 

Index numbers of Rrices received tor meat anilllal.s 1 Janu!!l 1210-December 1211i:100 2Z ~ 

.!].h .f!:.i:. ~ ~ ~ .E£h .E£h .f!:.i:. Pet. f£1:. ~1l!. ~ .!:£!.:. 
194o it 101 102 lo4 1013 102 110 110 115 113 112 112 1013 
1941 127 126 135 136 141 150 154 161 153 147 156 143 
1942 162 171 177 186 186 188 190 196 192 195 191 192 186 
1943 203 212 216 216 212 208 203 202 202 196 184 186 203 
1944 189 194 198 199 196 193 186 186 185 183 182 184 190 

1945 194 201 209 215 217 216 214 210 205 202 202 203 207 
1946 208 214 219 223 225 226 258 279 235 292 299 301 248 
1947 298 317 339 325 320 325 326 331 351 346 329 346 329 
1948 371 329 34o 342 354 377 4oo 396 394 359 338 330 361 
1949 321 3013 329 324 321 323 312 311 316 298 284 28o 3J+ 
1950 289 306 309 313 34o 344 366 371 373 357 353 359 34o 
1951 392 425 429 429 420 421 412 413 4o8 4o4 382 377 4o9 1952 375 375 370 371 388 375 370 366 343 321 299 284 353 1953 303 305 301 299 317 300 319 305 299 273 267 285 298 1954 309 315 316 333 331 299 286 287 277 267 266 257 295 1955 I 263 264 

~ ~ual State averases weighted by shipments and local slaughter. y Includes production ~nta on 
eet cattle, sheep and lambs, July 1945-June 1946. Year averase• are unveighted. 



Year 

1935 
1936 
1937 
1938 
1939 

1940 
1~1 
1~ 
19'1-3 
1944 
19'1-5 
1946 
1~7 
1948 
1~9 

1950 
1951 
1952 
1953 
1954 

Table 12.- Market price per 100 pounds for selected classes of cattle aDd calves, 1935 to date 

Beef steers for sla.ugbter 1/ : Covs, Chicago. 27 :vealers, 
Chicago : : Sioux : : : Cazmer :Chicago, 

: : : : Omaha,: City : CCIIIIIIer-: Utility• 8Dd • Choice 
• • • Cc:JIIIDer-· . : All : all : all' : cial : '!) : Cutter : and 

Prime ; Choice ; Good ; cial ; Utility: grades : grades : grades : J/ : ~ 2/ : Prime 
: : : : : : .... 

: nor:---~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ Dol-: Dol-.-~- Dol-:~-~~-- ~no:r. 

12.32 
9-91 

14.79 
10.71 
10.48 

11.86 
12.23 
15.19 
16.23 
17.05 
17-30 
20.24 
3().64 
35-24 
28.65 

32.43 
)8.11 
35-17 
26.56 
27.53 

10.79 
8.82 

11.79 
9.14 
9.81 

10.48 
11.36 
13·90 
15.34 
15.73 
16.00 
19.32 
26•22 
30-96 
26.07 

29.68 
35-96 
33-18 
24.14 
24.66 

8.ao 
7-85 
9·19 
7.88 
8.77 

8.84 
10.02 
12.22 
14.01 
13-87 
14.12 
17-36 
21.76 
26.31 
23.17 

26.o8 
33-37 30-97 
3().10 26.39 
21-:56 18.74 
21.81 18.32 

6.73 
6.58 
7.51 
6.77 
7.51 

7.51 
8.64 

10.4o 
11.66 
11.25 
11.73 
13-75 
18.o4 
22.16 
19-77 

22.86 
28.31 
22.70 
15.71 

. 15.27 

10.26 
8.82 

11.47 
9-39 
9-75 

10.43 
11.33 
13-79 
15-30 
15.44 
16.18 
19.16 
25.83 
3().88 
25.8o 

29-35 
35.72 
32-38· 
23.6e 
24.23 

24.23 

27.88 
)4.18 
31-o4 
21-91 
22.67 

24.41 

27-98 
34-34 
31-16 
22.10 
22-73 

6.65 
5-8o 
7.18 
6.58 
6.~ 

7-02 
8.22 

10~61. 
12.66 
l2.8o 
13.65 
14.6e 
17.84 
22.64 
18.41 

21.lt8 
27-76 
21.74 
13-92 
13.28 

5.16 
4.95 
5.88 
5-69 
5·99 

5.86 
7.00 
8.96 

10.54 
10.09 
11.17 
11.93 
14.26 
19.49 
16.33 

19.36 
24.48 
19.53 
12.41 
11.46 

3-78 
4.o4 
4.54 
4.63 
4.84 

4 -55 
5.68 
7.22 
8.18 
7.32 
8.30 
9-12 

11~48 
16.15 
13·95 

~6.48 
20-93 
16.82 
10.67 
9.6o 

8.88 
9·30 

10.07 
9.52 

10.07 

10.61 
12.18 
14.1t8 
15.18 
14.86 
15.12 
16.87 
24.98 
29.02 
27.64 

31-o8 
37-19 
)4.42 
25.o4 
23.07 

y com Belt steers sold out of first haD:1s for slaughter. y ApproXIu:ti,- equivalent tOI' present~ gr&aes,-~esti
matecl as noted 1D notes 3, 4, 5· 3/ Weighted average of Good 51 COIIIIOD 8D4 Mecliua 1, throoP 1937; Good 3, Medium 1, 
1938-50; reported as CCIIIIIerCial, i951 to date. JY Weighted average of C~ 8lld Mediua 9, Lov Cutter aDd Cutter 2, 
Good 1, through 1937; Camaon 3, Medium 1, 1938-50; f'rca July 1939-Deceaiber 1~9, prices for CcmDCD were obtained as 
the lower half of range of Cutter and Ca1111a1; reported as Utility, 1951 to date. iJ Lov CUtter aDd CUtter through 
JUDe 1939; average estimates for Ca1111a1, and Canner-Low Cutter, July 1939 to 1~9; reported as Cmmer aDd Cutter, 
1950 to date. 

,CcapUed frail Market!!!!_, Livestock Div1s10D. 
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Table 13.- Market price per 100 pounds tor selected classes ot hogs and sheep 1 1935 to date i 
Barrows 8lld gilts, Chicago :Barrows : : Lambs : Sl.aughte I 

-.1 . . . . . . • . . . . . r 0\ 
• • • • • • • • and • ·Slaughter • Feeding · ewes 

Year :l6o-l8o:l8o-200:200-220:220-2lto :2lto-270 :270-300 : All :gilt 8: Sows,:Choice and:Good ana.':Good azui : pounds: pounds: pOUDds: pounds : pouDds : pounds :weights:mark:ts :chicago: Prime, : Choice : Choice, 
· · · · · · · : y : :Chicago gj: Omaha J/ : Chicago . . . . . 

Dol. Dol. Dol. Dol. Dol. Dol. Dol. Dol. Dol. Dol. Dol. Dol. -
1935 . 9-55 9-70 9. 78 u9· 78 %9.67 ~9-50 --- --- 8.34 8.85 7-69 4.<>4 . 
1936 : 10.12 10.27 10.35 4 10.34 5 10.19 ~9-96 --- --- 8.70 9.86 8.22 4.20 
1937 : 10.54 10.65 10.70 ~10.67 ~10.54 10.35 --- --- 9-98 10.59 9-10 4.68 
1938 . 8.54 8.62 8.64 ~8.56 :V: 8.36 :y8.ll 8.27 8.13 7-34 8.39 7-39 3.82 . 
1939 . 6.94 7.06 7 .o8 1./7 .o4 1./ 6.88 1J6.& 6.81 6.& 5-67 9.26 8.21 4.03 . 
1940 . 5-71 5-95 6.Q3 6.03 5-93 5.78 5.8o 5.68 5-31 9-65 8.53 4.18 . 
1941 . 9-59 9-79 9-85 9-84 9-73 9-59 9.47 9.44 9-34 ll.l9 10.27 5-43 . 
1942 : 13.63 13-90 13-99 13-99 13-95 13-90 13.69 13.& 13-73 13.81 12.02 6.6o 
1943 : 14.17 14.49 14.66 14.66 14.62 14.56 14.49 14.24 13-71 14.95 13.22 7-44 1\) 

Vl 

1944 : 13.57 13.98 14.14 1~.14 13.94 13.70 13-77 13.57 12.75 15.22 12.70 6.89 
19'1-5 : 14.74 14.76 14.76 14.76 14.76 14.76 14.75 l4.6o 13·99 15.48 14.17 7.69 
1946 : 17.68 17-93 17 ·97 17.96 17.94 17.88 18.42 17-99 18.31 18.65 16.46 8.25 
1947 : 25-75 26.23 26.32 26.24 25-91 25.29 25.21 25.24 21.88 23.51 20.76 9-17 
1948 : 25.14 25.55 25.61 25 .!to 24.77 23.87 23.27 23.51 22.58 25.96 22.36 ll.59 
19'1-9 : 19.50 19.88 19.94 19.77 19.41 18.87 18.62 18.69 16.67 25.45 23.06 10.83 

: 
1950 : 18.91 19.46 19.59 19.51 19.25 18.84 18.39 18.52 17-72 27.30 27.52 12.67 
1951 : 20.68 21.33 21.45 21.36 21.12 20.67 20.74 20.56 18.43 )4.29 31-90 17-58 
1952 : 18.47 19.26 19-36 19.18 18.83 18.35 18.28 18.13 16.91 27 .!to 22.15 10.51 
1953 : 21.82 22.86 22.99 22.94 22.75 ~22.26 22.03 21.99 20.56 22.96 18.36 7.22 
1954 : 22.58 23.41 23.48 23-31 22.82 22.22 22.13 22.25 18.73 22.o8 19.06 6.35 . . y Chicago, IDdJ.anapolis, Kansas City, Omaha, St. Louis N .S.Y ., Sioux City, S. St. Joseph al:¥r 8.-st:-Paui. 
Prior to 1940 excludes Indianapolis. gj Average of prices by months for market classes as reported in each JIIOiltb. 
Beginning 1932 reported classes change seas0118l.ly, ccaprisiDg shorn lambs in about Ma;y, spring lambs in about June-
September 1 and wooled lambs in all other JIICilths. J/ Average prices tor the months available. In acme years, no 
prices are quoted tor one to three JIIOllths ot few feeder shiiJIM!Ilts. Y 220-250 pounds. 2./ 250-290 pounds. §/ 290-
350 pounds. 1) Average of prices in January-June for market class of earlier years, aDd in July-December for 
class of l.ater years. ~ Average for 10 months. 

Caapiled fran Market!!!!_, Livestock Divisicm.. 
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Table 14.- Average price per 100 pouoda tor atocker aad feeder steers at KaDaaa 
City and Choice grade s1aushter steers at Chicago, by months 1937 to jlate 

Stocker and feeder ateers, Kanaaa City 1/ 
: : : : : : 

: : 
Year : Jan. : Feb. : Mar. : Apr. 

: 
: June : July : Aug. : Sept. : Oct. 

: 

1937 
1938 
1939 

194o 
,1941 
1942 
1943 
1944 

1945 
1946 
1947 
1948 
1949 

1950 
1951 
1952 
1953 
1954 
1955 

7.26 
6.98 
8.52 

: 8.07 
: 10.16 
: 10.57 
: 12.67 
: 11.60 . . 
: 12.4o 
: 13.56 
: 17.68 
: 26.31 
: 22.15 . . 
: 22.94 
: 31.88 
: 31.19 
: 21.73 
: 19.83 
: 20.4o 

. 

7.32 
7.o4 
8.79 

8.12 
10.00 
10. (J:) 
13.48 
12.95 

13.00 
14.71 
18.96 
24.15 
21.25 

24.13 
34.42 
32.06 
20.91 
20.02 

7.84 
7.60 
9.18 

8.97 
10.29 
11.47 
14.49 
13.o6 

13.60 
15.22 
20.13 
25.57 
24.37 

25.32 
35.12 
31.99 
21.19 
19.81 

7-67 
7.55 
9.21 

9.06 
10.33 
11.93 
14.58 
12.76 

13-90 
15.86 
19.91 
26.62 
23.66 

25.79 
35-64 
31.32 
19.91 
20.62 

7.86 
7-72 
8.89 

9.18 
10.06 
12.00 
14.60 
12.84 

14.23 
15.82 
21.33 
27.60 
24.02 

27.19 
34.29 
32.06 
19.80 
20.44 

7.87 
7-51 
7-94 

8.05 
9·90 

u.83 
14.38 
u.65 

13-73 
15.72 
21.11 
26.96 
22.53 

27.44 
32.83 
27.21 
15.22 
18.20 

8.28 
7.80 
7.61 

8.09 
9-59 

11.09 
12.48 
10-93 

13.54 
15-53 
21.91 
28.25 
20.62 

27.48 
31.61 
25.24 
16.75 
16.12 

8.58 
7·54 
7.43 

8-53 
9·19 

12.05 
12.17 
ll.50 

13.o8 
15.51 
21.22 
27.4o 
20.06 

26.90 
32-59 
25.17 
15-78 
17.88 

8.09 
7.42 
8.02 

8.41 
9·98 

u.64 
u.81 
11.34 

12.25 
15.99 
21.65 
25.42 
19.74 

26.90 
31.90 
23.57 
15.07 
18.10 

1·58 
7-47 
8.o4 

8.52 
9·53 

ll.83 
11.36 
ll.50 

12.62 
16.42 
20.96 
24.41 
20.57 

26.92 
31·97 
22.76 
15.74 
18.84 

·choice grade beet steers tor a1aughter, Chicago~ 

. . 
: Rov. : Dec.: 

7.14 6.71 
1·11 8.00 
7-95 7.96 

8.81 8.76 
9·35 10.46 

12.62 12.24 
10.97 ll.29 
11.96 ll.49 

13.19 13.41 
16.30 17.63 
21.32 23.59 
24.52 23.26 
21.45 2J,.44 

28.46 29.45 
31.63 30.45 
22.31 20.50 
17.56 17.63 
19.63 19.23 

Av. 
y 

1·12 
7-54 
8.09 

8.53 
9-93 

ll.75 
12.35 
ll.78 

13.07 
15.87 
20.81 
25.54 
21.34 

26.67 
32.63 
25-55 
17.35 
18.97 

1937 : 10.88 10.90 ll.51 11.15 11.46 11.96 13.83 13.97 . 13.88 13-39 11.42 9.(1:) ll.79 
1938 : 8.29 7-91 8.49 8.49 8.69 9-15 9·98 9·(1:) 10.03 10.01 9·99 10.16 9-14 
1939 : 10.35 10.23 10.64 10.33 9·92 9·29 9.26 9·03 10.20 9.68 9-52 . 9·44 9.81 

194o 
1941 
1942 
1943 
1944 

1945 
1946 
1947 
1948 
1949 

1950 
1951 
1952 
1953 
1954 
1955 

: 
: 9.44 
: 12.21 
: 12.54 
: 15.05 
: 15.00 . 
: 15.35 
: 16.51 
: 23.93 
: 30-36 
: 24.72 . 
: 28.14 
: 34.77 
: 34.68 
: 27.84 
: 24.74 
: 26.98 

9·53 
ll.64 
12.47 
15.53 
15.12 

15.42 
16.36 
2J.79 
27.10 
22.99 

27.19 
35·98 
34.57 
24.49 
23.86 

9.86 10.01 
ll.12 ll.07 
13.03 13.83 
15.92 15.91 
15.23 15.33 

15.81 16.ll 
16.37 16.46 
24.05 23.45 
26.92 28.17 
24.19 24.37 

27.33 27.66 
36.67 36·93 
34.(1:) 34.76 
22.68 21.99 
23.89 24.83 

9.92 
10.54 
13.65 
15-59 
15.73 

16.16 
16.55 
24.22 
30-91 
24.92 

29.19 
36.52 
34.17 
22.36 
24.25 

y Average tor all veighta and grades. 
~ Weighted average. 
jJ Prior to 1951 reported aa Good grade. 

9·57 
10.74 
13.12 
15-50 
16.23 

16.16 
16.98 
25-72 
34.85 
26.37 

29·99 
35.68 
32.81 
22.o4 
23.88 

COIIP1led troa Market J!!!, Liveatock Division. 

10.29 
ll.ll 
13.75 
15.06 
16.35 

16.17 
19.86 
27.64 
36.44 
25.96 

30.62 
35.47 
33·03 
24.41 
23.99 

10.82 
11.58 
14.87 
15.29 
16.42 

15.98 
20.73 
28.27 
36.02 
26.50 

29·97 
35.85 
33·02 
25.28 
24.o8 

11.15 ll.72 
ll.56 ll.36 
14.63 15.07 
15.27 14.92 
16.26 16.56 

16.15 16.45 
19.58 24.97 
29.43 29·55 
34.49 32.24 
28.22 29.63 

30.32 30.42 
36.68 36.31 
32.53 32.55 
25.87 25.63 
25.00 25.37 

u.73 u.86 
ll.24 12.41 
15.4o 14.90 
14.98 14.89 
16.27 15.62 

16.56 16.45 
25.63 25.28 
29.12 29.62 
30.68 27.82 
29·35 29.91 

31.24 32.98 
36·09 34.78 
32.20 30.86 
25.03 24.37 
25.85 26.53 

10.48 
ll.36 
13-90 
15-34 
15-73 

16.00 
19-32 
26.22 
30-96 
26.07 

29.68 
35·96 
33·18 
24.14 
24.66 
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Table 15.- Hog-corn price ratio, ChicaF and United Statu, 
by months 1936 t.o date if 

CMam. baald sm. Dris;a R.t barrow And aJ.t-1 21.. . : . . • . • . . . . . . . . • . . . . • . . . • 
Year : Jan.: Feb.: Mar.: Apr.: May :June :July : Aug. =sept.: Oct..: ROT.: Dec.: AT;. • • • • • • • • • • • • • 'J:/ . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

• . • . . : . . : . . • . . . . 
1937 : 11.3 15.6 16.3 14.2 
1938 : 13-5 14.8 15.9 14.2 14.3 15.5 16.2 16.3 16.9 17.7 16.7. 14.3 15.5 
1939 : 14.3 16.3 15.8 14.4 13.3 12.9 13.9 13.8 14.4 14.6 12.2 9·7 13.8 
1940 • 9.2 9.0 8.9 8.8 8.3 7·9 9.7 10.1 10.5 9.9 9.6 10.4 9.4 . 
19U : 12.3 12.5 11.7 .12.2 12.6 13.4 15.1 15.0 15.5 15.3 14.5 14.2 13.7 
1942 : 14.0 15.4 16.4 17.3 16.5 16.9 16.9 17.5 17.4 19.4 17.3 15.7 16.7 
1943 : 15.4 15.9 15.5 14.7 13.6 13.1 13.0 13.5 14.0 13.8 12.9 11.7 13.9 
1944 : 11.8 ll.9 12.1 11.8 ll.4 ll.4 ll.9 12.6 12.7 12.8 13.0 12.5 12.2 
1945 : 12.8 12.8 12.8 12.8 12.7 12.5 12.5 12.5 12.5 12.5 12.6 12.5 12.6 
1946 : 12.7 12.6 12.3 12.3 10.3 9.7 8.4 ll.4 8.6 12.7 17.4 17.3 12.1 
1947 : 17.2 18.4 15.8 13.4 12.7 ll.l ll.4 ll.2 11.2 ll.7 10.4 10.2 12.9 
1948 : 10.0 10.0 9:..4 8.6 8.8 10.2 13.1 15.2 16.0 17.6 16.6 15.0 12.5 
1949 : 13.8 15.6 15.3 13.6 13.9 15.3 15.3 16.4 15.8 15.7 13.9 11.9 14.7 
1950 : 12.0 13.0 12.3 ll.5 12.8 13.2 15.1 15.6 14.2 12.9 11.5 11.2 12.9 
1951 : 12.0 12.5 12.4 11.9 12.0 12.9 12.8 12.4 ll.6 ll.5 10.2 9·4 n.a 
1952 . 9.3 9.6 9.1 9.3 n.o 11.2 12.1 12.1 ll.5 11.9 10.8 10.4 10.7 . 
1953 : ll.4 12.7 13.3 14.2 15.2 16.2 16.4 15.2 14.9 14.7 14.4 15.5 14.5 
1954 : 16.2 16.7 16.7 17.5 16.4 14.9 13.9 13.5 12.3 12.0 12.6 ll.3 14.5 
1955 : 11.0 

UnitiSI §:ti!=l! 1 baa~ 2D DriC!S [8Ce!Ved bz tamers tor aJl bogs 
. . 

1936 : 17.0 17.3 16.7 16.9 14.5 14.8 n.6 9.8 9.4 9.4· 9.3 9.5 13.0 
1937 . 9.5 9.1 8.9 7·7 7·9 8.7 9.3 ll.5 11.5 16.8 17.2 15.6 11.1 . 
1938 : 14.7 15.1 16.6 14.9 14.1 15.6 16.2 16.2 17.1 17.3 18.2 16.0 16.0 
1939 : 15.5 16.6 16.1 14.5 13.1 11.8 12.5 11.6 12.2 13.7 12.4 9.9 13.3 
1940 . 9.7 9.1 8.7 8.4 8.5 7.5 9.3 9-4 10.0 9.8 9.9 10.3 9.2 . 
1941 : 13.3 13.0 12.5 13.2 12.6 13.4 14.8 15.0 15.9 15.6 15.2 15.4 14.2 
1942 : 14.7 15.5 16.0 16.9 16.3 16.3 16.6 16.9 16.4 18.2 17.7 16.5 16.5 
1943 : 16.0 16.2 15.5 14.3 13.4 12.8 12.2 12.6 12.9 13.1 12.3 11.5 13.6 
1944 : ll.3 ll.4 11.5 11.3 n.o 11.0 10.9 11.5 11.7 12.2 12.7 12.6 ll.6 
1945 : 12.9 ]3.2 13.1 13.2 13.1 12.7 12.6 12.4 12.6 12.5 12.8 13.0 12.8 
1946 : 12.8 12.8 12.5 12.2 10.6 10.1 8.8 11.6 9.3 13.1 18.1 18.7 12.6 
1947 : 18.1 19.8 17.7 14.7 14.0 11.9 10.9 10.8 11.1 12.2 11.1 10.6 13.6 
1948 : 10.8 11.2 10.2 9.3 9.2 10.6 12.5 ].4.1 15.4 17.9 18.0 17.0 13.0 
1949 : 15.7 17.2 16.9 15.0 14.7 15.5 14.9 16.4 17.1 16.1 15.3 13.1 15.7 
1950 : 13.1 14.3 13.4 12.5 13.7 13.4 14.5 15.1 14.8 14.0 13.0 12.3 13.7 
1951 : 13.0 13.7 13.2 12.7 12.4 12.9 12.6 12.7 12.0 12.3 11.2 10.5 12.4 
1952 : 10.3 10.4 10.1 9.8 11.3 11.2 11.4 11.9 11.1 12.1 ll.4 10.7 n.o 
1953 : 12.1 13.5 13.8 14.4 15.5 15.6 16.1 15.7 15.9 15.9 15.3 16.3 15.0 
1954 : 17.3 17.7 17.2 18.3 17.5 14.6 14.1 14.1 12.9 12.7. 13.6 12.2 15.2 
1955 : 12.1 . . 

"J/ Humber ot buahele ot corn equivalent in value to 100 pounds ot live hop. 
2./ Price ot barrows and gilt• not avai.lable prior to Septanber 1937. Corn price 

ia ot No. 3 Yellow. 
'J/ Unnighted average ot rat.ioe tor ind1:vidual moatba. 



Table 16.- Chicago wholesale price of steer beef and lamb carcasses and of CCIIlPOSite pork products, i and United States canposite average retail prices for meat, 1934 to date 
I 

~Ieago Vlioiisal.e pnce Uii!ted States ~ . . 
: Stee beef : Lamb : Cauposi te hog Eroducts : ccaposi te average 
: c~ass : carcass : _ Including lard : Exclud~ lard : retail Erice 

Year : Ch i ' : Choi ' : 72.84 lb., freSh : 11.19 lb., fresh : 56.19 r:; fresh . : 
• o ce, . ce, . rod: t . and eure4- ocm t l/. az14 ...... 'Priclas 2f: Beef • Pork . 500 6oo lb . 30-4o lb . P uc s . . •Pr c s . . . < s . ( . . . . - .,. .,. . . • • . . ·Choice • excluding 
: per 100 . per 100 : : Per . . Per r : Per . grade) . lard 

lb. : lb. · Value · 100 lb. : Value : 100 lb. • Value · 100 lb. : lb. : r lb. . . . . • • . .per • pe . . . . . . . . . 
:Dollars tiollars Dollars i>Ol!ars · Dol!ars Dollars Dollars Dollars Cents Cents . . 

1934 . 10.38 14.44 7-72 l0.6o 9-17 l2.86 1·11 l3.8o 23-3 18.8 . 
1935 : 15.57 15.86 l2.58 l7-27 14.32 20.o8 ll.9b 2l.27 30-5 27.4 
1936 . l3.2l 17.00 ll.29 15.50 13.23 18~55 11.33 20.12 28.6 26.9 . 
1931 . 17-31 17.81 ll.6o 15-93 13-70 19.2l ll.76 20.88 32-5 27.7 . 
1938 . 14.39 15-74 9-55 l3.ll ll.50 16.12 lO.o8 17-90 28.7 24.5 . 
1939 . 15.46 16.87 8.02 ll.Ol 9-72 13.63 8.57 15.22 29-5 22.2 . . . 
l~ : l6.ll 16.95 6.84 9·39 8.32 ll.67 7-36 13.07 29.5 19-3 
1941 . 17.18 18.41 10.68 14.66 l2.l2 16.99 10.62 18.86 31·5 24.7 . 
1942 . 19.98 22.94 14.06 19-30 15.98 22.41 l3.8l 24.52 35-0 3().0 . 

~ 1943 . 20.62 24.63 13.42 18.42 15.46 21.68 13.13 23.31 36.2 30·9 . 
1944 . 19.88 23.68 12.74 17.49 14.69 20.6o 12.36 2l-95 34.2 29.0 . 
1945 . 19.88 23.68 l3•o8 17.96 l4.8o 20.75 l2.47 22.14 33-5 29.0 . 
1946 . 27.61 31.o8 17.92 24.6o 20.31 28.SE> 16.81 tS}.$5 1J'lt2.5 37-l . 
1947 . 41.46 42.66 26.98 37.o4 29-58 41.55 25-70 45.64 61..8 54.1 . 
1948 . 50-03 49.00 26.51 36.39 29-94 42.06 26.30 46._1 75-3 55-0 . 
1949 . 42.66 49 .61f. 20.96 28.78 24.61 34-57 22-35 39-78 68.4 49.2 . 
1950 . 47.09 !/51.46 20.54 28.20 23.83 33.47 2l.49 ,38.25 75-4 48.7 . 
~951 . 56.42 57-27 22.88 31.41 25.94 36.44 22.89 4o.74 88.9 52.8 . 
1952 . 53-96 2./.55-13 20.44 28.06 24.00 33-71 2l.83 ,38.85 89.3 lt.9.3 . 
1953 . 39-78 ~44.68 23.85 32-74 27.53 ,38.67 25.ll 44.69 69.6 54.1 . 
1954 . 4o.l4 2f44.24 24.64 33.83 28.56 4o.l.2 25.J~5 45.29 68.5 55-0 . . . 

y Prior to 1947 value of 1l· 32 1b. tresh 8Zid cured products. 
y Prior to 1947 value of 56.32 1b. tresh 8Zid cured products. E ll *>nth average. 
!/. Price of 45-50 lb. ca:rcaas use4 tor four 110nths. 
V Ito-50 lb. carcass. 
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Table 17·- Retail value of meat consumed caDpared with disposable 
incCIII81 United States, 1920 to date 

: Retail value of •at ! . 
Disposable personal . Retail Average . 

retail ~ consu.d. per person gj; incaae :per person 'JI ; value of 
Year :price ot . • : meat as per-. 

:Index llUlllbers • centage ot : meat per . :Index number~: . Value Value ;( 1911-7-49-l.OO) 1 ; di:Osable : pound !I . :( 19'1-7 -49-100) : . come 
Cents Dollars Dollars Percent -

1920 35.1 Jw.Bo 53 611.5 53 6.3 
1921 28.8 33.10 43 500 41 6.6 
1922 27.6 32.50 42 534 44 6.1 
1923 27.2 34.4o 45 6o8 50 . 5.7 
1924 27.5 34.8o 46 6o2 49 5.8 

1925 31.2 37-30 49 627 51 6.0 
1926 32.6 38.50 50 642 53 6.0 
1927 32.2 37.20 49 635 52 5·9 
1928 33.0 37·4o 49 644 53 5.8 
1929 34.2 38.70 51 673 55 5.8 

1930 32.2 35.8o 47 596 49 6.0 
1931 26.4 29.8o 39 507 42 5.9 
1932 19.4 22.00 29 384 31 5.7 
1933 17.2 20.20 26 359 29 5.6 
1934 21.1 26.00 34 4o6 33 6.4 

1935 28.9 28.8o 38 452 37 6.4 
1936 27.8 30·90 4o 510 42 6.1 
1937 3().0 32.4o 42 544 45 5-9 
1938 26.5 28.8o 38 499 41 5.8 
1939 25.6 ~9-30 38 531 43 5.5 

194<> 23.8 29.10 38 568 47 5.1 
1941 . 27-9 34.20 45 687 56 5.0 . 
1942 ~ : 32.4 38.90 51 86o 70 4.5 
1943 ~ : 33.2 42.10 55 964 79 4.4 
1944 rg : 31.4 41.90 55 l,o46 86 4.0 . . 
1945 ~ : 31.4 39.10" 51 l,06o 87 3·1 
1946 !I : 4o.O 53.00 69 l,llO 91 4.8 
1947 : 57.8 76.50 100 1,157 95 6.6 
1948 611..8 8o.50 105 1,262 103 6.4 
1949 58.7 72-50 95 1,244 102 5.8 

1950 61.6 76.00 99 1,340 llO 5.7 
1951 68.6 81.20 106 1,445 ll8 5.6 
1952 67-7 84.8o lll 1,488 122 5·7 
1953 . 62.6 82.6o lo8 1,545 127 5-~ . 
1954 21 : 62.7 82.4o lo8 1,54o 126 5 • . 

1/ Beef, veal, lamb and mutton and pork, excluding lard. Price weighted by con-
suilption of each meat in each year. y c·omputed tram estimated retail weight of 
each meat consumed per civilian consumer. j/ Computed fran incane data of U. S. 
=nt of Camnerce. Prior to 1929 estiiilated by Agricultural Marketing Service. 
4 Data affected by wartime controls. 21 Preliminary. 
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~aple 18.- Exports and imports of meat, product weight, 

1931 to date !/ 

Expor~s : Imports for consumption 
----------------------------------------------------~----: 

Year : Beef : Lamb : 
and s and : Pork 2./ : 

: veal lf: mutton : 

. . 
. . ; 

: Million Million Million 
pounds pounds pounds 

: 
1931 : 
1932 : 
1933 
1934 : 
193.5 
1936 
1937 
1938 
1939 : 
1940 
1941 : 
1942 : 
1943 
1944 : 
194.5 : 
1946 : 
1947 
1948 
1949 ·: 
19.50 : 
19.51 
19.52 
19.53 : 
19.54 : 

. . 

: 

17 
13 
17 
22 
13 
14 
13 
14 
15 
17 
28 
21 
L1 
28 
94 

42.5 
1.58 

1.5 
20 
17 
12 
15 
39 
34 

1 

~ 
1 
1 

§/ 
1 

~ 
1 
1 
.5 

124 
25 
10 
11 
1 
2 
1 

~ y 
1 
1 

160 
116 
142 
1.51 

89 
68 
63 
96 

130 
94 

268 
6.51 

1,091 
1,131 

673 
362 
63 
29 
60 
58 
82 
97 
19 
.53 

Sausage : 
1!1 

Million 
pounds 

4 
9 
~ 
9 
5 
4 
4 
4 
6 
5 

81 
396 
398 
259 
93 
62 
14 
5 
9 
4 
6 
4 
5 
9 

. . . .. 

Beef 
and : 
veal~/ : 

Million 
pounds 

22 
25 
44 
48 
86 
94 
95 
82 
91 
15 

146 
115 
114 

91 
71 
18 
34 

21.5' 
171 
210 
319 
284 
160 
126 

. . . 
Lamb 
and 

mutton 

Million 
pounds 

6/ 
o/ 
o/ 
""6/ 
o/ 

~ 
o/ 
o/ 
""6/ 
o/ 
-1 

1 

~· 

~ ~ 
4 
3 
1 
6 
3 
2 

. . 
: Pork 2/ 
: . 
" 

Million 
pounds 

4 
6 
3 
2 

10 
42 
15 
52 
L1 
6 

12 
1 
8 

§/ 
3 

~ 2{ 
3 

32 
49 
62 

146 
170 

!/ Exports and imports of major meat products, in product weight as reported 
by the Department of Commerce. Exports exclude shipments to territories. They 
include USDA exports (1941 to date) and, for 1947 to date, shipments for military• 
civilian feeding in u. s. occupied areas. 

2/ Fresh beef and veal, pickled or cured, and canned beef. Includes boneless 
beef-1948 to date, as estimated from Census reports 1948-53 and as reported in 1954 

"JJ Fresh and canned, and hams, shoulders; bacon, Wiltshire sides, Cumberlands, 
and pickled pork. Also includes Tushonka (1945-47). 

W All sausage, including carmed, and sausage ingredients through 19.5'1. 
Sausage ingredients not separately reported after 19.5'1. 

51 Fresh, pickled, salted and other pork, hams, shoulders, bacon and sausage. 
"'§! Less than .5'00,000 pounds. 

Compiled from records of United States Department of Commerce. 
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Table 19.- Meat exports and ship~nts to territories, and imports, 
carcass weight equivalent, 1940 to date y · 

. C0mmerci81 exports and lmp~rts 
1 shit::bts to territories 

Year Beef : : Pork : All Beef : Lamb Pork 
: and : and exclud- meats y Veal : and exclud-

veal :mutton inglard ;mutton ing lard 
Mil. Mil. Mil. Mil. Mil. Mil. Mil. Mil. 
lb. lb. lb. lb. lb. lb. lb. lb. 

1940 56 2 163 221 168 31 J/ 6 
1941 56 6 111 173 257 11 11 12 
1942 34 4 66 104 211 1 1 1 
1943 29 3 38 70 225 1 1 8 
1944 41 3 54 98 189 1 ~ 21 
1945 37 5 34 76 127 1 

~ 
2 

1946 38 3 75 116 19 1 1 
1947 192 12 110 314 64 1 -~ 21 
1948 48 5 85 138 351 5 1 
1949 ~ 29 3 104 136 247 7 4 3 
1950 ~ 23 2 110 135 338 10 3 33 
1951 I : 20 1 136 157 472 12 7 51 
1952 ~ : 30 1 154 185 429 31 §/ 6 71 
1953 I : 58 2 130 190 271 11 3 164 
1954 ]!/;/: 59 2 110 171 225 1 2 184 

1941 1 
1942 25 7 1,133 
1943 79 127 2,075 
1944 91 68 1,660 
1945 301 24 839 
1946 645 16 405 
1947 4 25 
1948 0 0 0 
1949 0 0 6 

1954 1 0 0 1 

All 
meats 

' . 
Mil. 
lb. 

174 
269 
214 
235 
190 
130 

21 
65 

360 
261 
384 
542 
506 
438 
412 

!1 Carcass weight equivalent of all meat, including the meat content of minor mea~s and of 
mixed products. Exports exclude shipments for military-civilian feeding in u. s. occupied areas. 
Shipments to territories include shipments to all territories through 1948; from 1949 to 1953 
the,y include reported data, and in 1954 preliminary estimates, of shipments to 'Puerto Rico and 
Virgin Islands and Guam. 

21 Includes boneless beef, 1948 to date, as estimated 1948-53, and reported, 19_':)4. 
31 I.ess than ):N,ooo pounds. 
41 EXports and shipments for 1949 to date not strictly comparable with earlier years. (See 

footnote 1.) · 
5/ Preliminary. 1952-54 data are computed on slightly revised conversion factors. .. 
Y Sharp change in data on veal imports is caused by a revised factor that considers combined 

beef and veal imports as almost entirely beef. 
7 I After 1949, meat procured by USDA for export under special prograliiS such as beef for FDA in 

1953 and 1954, was reported as commercial exports. The 1 million pounds shown for 1954 were beef 
procured by USDA and f!hipped abroad by CARE. 

~-4 in this table are computed so as to show total withdrawals from ~d additions to the 
United States meat supply. They differ from data of table 18 in that these are in terms of carcass 
weight equivalent; include shipments to territories in export data; exclude shipments for military
civilian feeding in all years since the_program began in 1944 (table 18 excludes these shipments 
only in 1944-46); and, in the case of USDA exports and shipments, is based on deliveries for export. 
Data for 1910..39 are in The Livestock and Meat Situation~ February 1949, page 38. 
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8e1ecte4 price etat1et1ce for •• ..s.1t1 

1954 lf5$ 
It. 1Jn1t I Year 

a..-.p Jan. Dec. I 
t 

Jan. lebo 

CattJ.e and calves 
Beet steen, alaughtar 

Chicago, PriM ••••••••••••••••••••• •• •••••• 
Choice •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• •. • •• •. 
Good •••••••••••••••••··~··••••••••••••••• 
CCIIIIILercial •••••••••••••••••• • • • • • • •. • • • • • 
utilit7 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

All grades ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Omaha, Ill grades •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Sioux City, all grades •••••••••••••• , •••••• 

Cowa, Chicago 
Canmercial • •••••••••••••••••••••••••• • • • • • • 
utUity •••••••••• •. •. •. • •• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
Canner and Cutter •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Vealera, Choice and Prtme, Chicago ••••••••••• 
Stocker and feeder steers, Kansu City '}/ •••• 
Price received b;y tanners 

Beet cattle •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
CalYeB ...................................... . 

lfocll 
Barrows and gil te 

Chicago 
16o-180 pounds ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
180-200 pounds ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
2Q0-220 pounds ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
220-240 pounds ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
21&0-270 pounds ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
270.300 pounda ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

All weights •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
8 markets Y •........... ••••• •••••••••. •••• 

Sow, Chicago •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Price received b.r rarmers •••••••••••••••••••• 
Hog-com price ratio W 

Chicago, barrowa and gilts ••••••••••••••• 
Price received b;y t8l'lllllrll, all hogs 

Sheep and lambe 
Sheep 

Slaughter evas, Good and Choice, Chicago ••• 
Price received by tar.ars •••••••••••••••••• 

Lambe 
Slaughter, Choice and Prime, Chicago ••••.•••• 
Feed.ing, Good and Choice, Qaaha •••••••••••• 
Price received. by farmers •••••••••••••••••• 

All meat anilllele 
lndu nUIIber price received b;y tarmere 

Dollare per 
100 poUDde 

do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 

do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 

do. 
do. 

do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 

do. 
do. 

do. 
do. 

do. 
do. 
do. 

27oS.3 
24.66 
21.81 
18 • .32 
15o2T 
24.2.3 
22.6T 
22oT.3 

13.26 
u.b6 
9.60 

23oOT 
16o9T 

121 16 • .30 
1"!/ 16.90 

22.S6 
23.41 
23.46 
2.3 • .31 
22.62 
22.22 

. 22.13 
22.2s. 
18.7.3 

r!tf22.J,.O' 
I '----· 

I 

1.4.S 
15.2 

1S/ 6 • .3S 
1!/ 6.44 
I 't 22.08 
I 19oo6 
''Y 19.30 
I 

28.28 
24.T4 
21.64 
16 • .30 
15.15 
23.9.3 
22.44 
22.S4 

13o04 
11.60 
10.02 
28.15 
19.6.3 

16.00 
1To6o 

2So.34 
2S.94 
2So94 
2So71 
2S.l8 
24.S6 
2S.lS 
2S.15 
22.26 
24.60 

16.2 
17o.3 

To34 
Toll 

21.18 
19.14 
18.60 

29.69 
26.S.3 
22.94 
16.1.3 
l.4.S.3 
26.21 
24.21 
24 • .32 

12.0.3 
10.06 
8.S2 

2loS8 
l9o2.3 

15.60 
15o90 

18.20 
18.S8 

·18 • .31 
18.01 
1To0.3 
16o4T 
1To.30 
17o3.3 
l4oT6 
lT.OO 

llo3 
12.2 

S.6T 
SoT8 

20.0T 
16.oS 
lToSO 

.32.24 
26.98 
2).29 
18.84 
14o9S 
26.12 
24.20 
24.32 

12.38 
lOoT9 
. 9o29 
2ToT4 
20.40 

16.20 
1To20 

1To32 
1To98 
1To84 
17oS6 
16.68 
16.13 
16.7S 
16.82 
14.4T 
lToOO 

u.o 
12.1 

6.64 
6.10 

21.21 
20.22 
18oSO 

l3.SO 
11.79 
10.28 
28.60 

16.SO 
18.00 

16.26 
11.1s 
17.06 
16.90 
16.12 
1S.61 

7.69 
6.6T 

22.o6 

(191Q-lh•l00) •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 2ST 263 264 

Meat 
Wholesale, Chicago _ 

Steer beet carcus, Choice, S0<>-600 pounde 
Lamb carcue, Choice, 4o-SO pOUDde ••••••••• 
Composite hog producter 

Includ;tng lard 
72 .81& pounds tresh ••••••••••••••••••••• 

Average per 100 pounds ••••••••••••••• 
71.19 pounde treah and cured ••••••••••• 

Average per 100 pounds ••••••••••••••• 
Excluding lard 

56.19 pounds treeh and cured ••••••••••• 
Average per 100 pounds ••••••••••••••• 

Retail, United States average 
Beef, Choice grade ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Pork, excludin~ lard ••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Index number 1118at prices (BLS) 
Wholeeele (1947-49•100) •••••••••••••••••••• 

1/ Average all ve1ghte and gradea. 

Dollare per 
100 pounde 

do. 

Dolla.rs 
do. 
do. 
do. 

do. 
do. 

Cente 
per pound 

do. 

24.64 
.3.3.63 
28.S6 
40.12 

2S.I6 
16.29 

68.S_ 
•S~ 

9loS 

2TolT 
3To.30 
30o7.3 
43.~7 

2T.6S 
49.21 

69.0 
S7o4 

9S~ 

l9o92 
27o.3S 
24.1T 
.3.3o9S 

19o44 
26.69 
23oT3 
.3.3.3.3 

21.24 
.3To6o 

Chicago, st. Louia 1. So Yo, Kmeu City, Qaaha1 Siouz City, So St. Joeepb, So Sto Plllll1 Ulll Inc11anapol!ao 
111111ber bushels ot com equinlent ill value to 100 poiJDde ot live IIGI•• ~ 
Sblp1e average tor 12 IIIODtba. . 

Average :l.Dcludee pricee tor ebon:l nee Jfq tbroveh Octobero 
Jl Average includee pricee ot 11prillg lube JUJI8 tmooueb Sept.ber and price ot nan luba ill Jfq. 
]/ Bac111dee -~, 110 price quoted. 

bl.TS 
u.8S 
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I tea 

• l9$4 I 1§5$ 
UD1t ;·~t•e-ar------~~~--------~~------~~--------

: •YVace s Jan. Dec. Jan. Feb. 
: or 'total 

Meat llll1Ml ..rutiDga 
IDdex ~er (L93S-39•100) ••••••••••••• : 

stocker 11114 teecler ahiJ)Milta to 
9 Coro Belt state• 1,000 : 

bee4 4,276 Cattle ....S. calw• •••••••••••••••••••• : 
Slleep .ad luba •••••••••••••••••••••• : do. 3,049 

Slaqbter UDder Pederal iDQeetiOD 
llullber alausbterecl 

Cattle ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• : 
Steers ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• : 
Beiter• ••••••••••••••••••••• • •••••• : 
Cove ••••••••. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •: 

Cal vee ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• : 
Sheep 8Dd. lube ••••• -· •••••••••••••••• : 
Jlogl ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• : 

PerceD.tas,e 80,. •••••••••••••••••••• : 
Averqe 11 ve veigbt per bad 

Cattle ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• : 
Cal vee ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• : 
Sheep lllld. lab1 .••••••••••••.••••.••• : 
Jlogl ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• : 

Averaae prod:uctiOD : 

do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 

Perc eDt 

Beet, :Per head. •••••••••••••••••••.•••• : do • 
Veal., per bead. ••••••••••••••••••••••• : do • 
Lallb 11114 at ton! ;per lJec ••••••••••.• : do. 
Pork, per bead !f .................... : do. 
Pork, per 100 po'UD48 11""' weight }/ •• : do. 
I.ard., pttr Mad. ••••••••••••••••••••••• : 4o. 
Lard, per 100 pounda u,. wight ••••• : do. 

. 
; 18,476 
: 9,302 
: 2,472 
: 6,236 
z 7,573 
: 14,148 
: $2,894 

11 

9S8 
223 
96 

244 

$26 
124 

46 
140 
57 
3S 
14 

Total production : Mil.l.10D : 
Beet ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 1 pounda 
VeeJ. •••••••• ,. ......................... : do. 
Lallb aDd. lllllttoD •••••• • •••• • ••• • • • .._. • • : d.o • 
Pork "!/ ...•..........•.......•..•.... : do • 
Lard ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ' do. 

Total c~cial alaughter ?J 
lullber •J.aushterecl : 1,000 s 

Cattle •••••••••••••••••••.••••••••••• t held. 
Calve• •••••••••···•••••••••••••••••••= do. 
8~ 8D4 ~· ••••••••••••••••••••••I do. 
Bop •••••.••••••••••••••••••••••••.••• : do. 

Total procluctiOD : Mil.l.1cm : 

9,681 
931 
645 

7,369 
1,831 

2S,ola 
12,776 
15,923 
64,902 

Beet ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••·= pouada : 12,6o6 
V•al. •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ·I 4o. : 'l,SSS 
Laatb aad. mttoa •••••••••••••••••••••• : do. 722 
Porky •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• : do. 8,940 
~ ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• : do. : 2,122 

Cold atorqe atocu tirat ot .onth : 
Beet •••••• • •••••• • •••• • ••• •. • • •••• • •• ••C do. 
Veal •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• : •• : cJo. 
l.allb ~ arttoll •••••••••••••••••••••••• : do. 
Pork ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• : do. . . 
Total lleat 11114 ••t product• ¥ ........ : do. 

: 

11 ixcl\llea lard. 

162 

2o6 
197 

1,541 
774 
2$0 
487 
S46 

1,243 
4,n2 

4 

985 
219 
100 
244 

541 
121 
48 

140 
S7 
34 
14 

830 
66 
60 

659 
162 

2,08$ 
945 

1,387 
S,873 

1,078 
112 

66 
8o9 
190 

249 
21 
12 

327 

717 

174 

355 
18S 

l,S83 
741 
215 
592 
639 

1,167 
6,119 

6 

981 
212 
98 

244 

S32 
11.6 

47 
138 

S6 
37 
15 

839 
74 
55 

844 
226 

2,107 
1,o68 
1,315 
7,h23 

1,072 
123 
61 

1,012 
259 

158 
19 
9 

341 

638 

294 
226 

1,$21 
718 
236 
540 
563 

1,223 
5,519 

5 

985 
213 
100 
247 

540 
118 

48 
140 

57 
37 
15 

817 
66 
59 

772 
204 

2,084 
971 

1,376 
6,8$0 

1,072 
114 
66 

944 
236 

188 
21 
10 

449 

800 

174 
19 
9 

5o6 

847 

~ lede~ iupected, 11114 other vbole•al• 11114 retail, 
·Includes stocks of sausage and sausage rooa products, canned 111tata and canned ~~eat products, and edible 

0 lls, ~n addition to the tour ~~eats listed. 
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