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The relative size of inspected and 
noninspected slaughter of ~ivestock 
changes only slowly over time. The 
long trend has been toward relatively 
more inspected and less noninspected 
slaughter of cattle and of sheep and 
lambs. For hogs the proportions have 
been more stable. For calves, the per­
cent inspected increased during earlier 
years but has decreased since the mid­
thirties. 

Recently, noninspected slaughter 
has been relatively largest for calves 
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and smallest for sheep and lambs. 
In the last 12 months of expanding 

supply, inspected slaughter of cattle, 
calves and hogs increased more than 
did noninspected, and became a larger 
part of the commercial total. Inspected 
slaughter usually responds more quickly 
to year-to-year changes in supply of 
livestock than does noninspected. In 
addition, cattle and hog slaughter under 
inspection has been moving generally 
higher since its setback in the later 
years of wartime price control. 
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Approved by the Outlook and Situation 1bard, June 29, 1956 

SUMMARY 

Hog production is declining while cattle production continues at 
record levels. Slaughter of hogs and of sheep and lambs this summer and 
fall will probably be below the same period last year while cattle slaugh­
ter may at least equal last year. Total meat output will drop tmder year­
earlier levels toward the end of the year, but production for the year will 
set a new high. 

The 1956 spring pig crop was 8 percent smaller than the 1955 spring 
crop. Also, producers planned on June 1 for 7 percent fewer sows to farrow 
this fall than last. If these plans are realized, the 1956 pig crop would 
total 88 million head, compared with 95-1/2 million last year and the recent 
low of 78 million in 1953. 

Eariy spring farrow:ings were increased over last year, but late spring 
farrowing& were reduced sharply, especially in the Western Corn Belt. 
That region plans relatively' large cuts for fall pigs also. 

Hog slaughter was still above last year's rate in late June. Around 
mid-summer it will probably be below that of a year earlier, and during the 
final months of the year should be significantly' smaller than late in 
1955. 

Further seasonal price advances tor hogs this summer will likely' be 
limited by volume marketing of early spring pigs. The seasonal decline 
this fall will be less than the sharp reduction of last fall. Hog prices 
will likely be above 1955 prices during mst of this period with the 
widest margin over a year earlier expected at the year1 s end. 

Cattle slaughter in the first half of 1956 averaged about 4 percent 
above the corresponding period of 1955. It included more steers, slightly' 
more heifers and fewer cows. Total slaughter in the second halt is 
expected to equal or exceed the last half of 1955, but the quantity of 
beef is less likely to increase since carcass weights will be considerably 
lighter. Second halt slaughter w:Ul include more cattle off grass and 
fewer trom feedlots. This points to probable seasonal increases in prices 
for fed cattle, which may climb above their prices of a year earlier. 
Prices tor grass cattle will decline seasonally. They are currently 
below last year and may stay below tor a time. Reluctance of feeders to 

' fill feedlots because ot·unsatisfactory profits last winter has been a 
Price depressing factor. Feeder cattle prices this fall will depend not 
only on feeders' confidence, but also on range and crop conditions. 
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Relatively small sheep and lamb slaughter in May brought a sharp rise 

in prices. Spring lambs made up a sizable part of total marketings at that 
time. Seasonal price declines are in prospect for the summer and fall as 
marketings off grass expand. Earring UDUSual drought cond.i tions 1 market­
ings the rest of the year will likely average close to or slightly below a 
year earlier. 

Total production of meat this year will probably be large eno-qgh to 
provide about 162 pounds for consumption per person, a pound more than 
last year. Consumption of beef is likely to rise about 2 pounds to around 
83 pounds 1 the fourth new high in a row. Consumption of pork may decrease 
about 1 pound to 65 pounds. 

REVIEW AND Ot1rLOOK 

SprinS Pig Crop ~ ~ Percent 

The 1956 spring pig crop totaled 53.1 mi.llion head, 8 percent less 
than the 1955 crop. This number is greater than the spring crops of 1953 
and 1954 but sma.Uer than the four crops previous to 1953, and it is 
slightly less than the average for post-war years (table 1). 

About 8 percent fewer sows farrowed this spring than last. The 
record 6.94 pigs saved per litter is slightly above the 6.90 saved in 1955. 

Farly spring litters were reduced least, continuing the trend toward 
early farrowing. Winter farrowings (Dec.-Feb.) were increased one percent 
and made up nearly one-third of all spring crop farrowing a (table 2). As 
recently as 1950 less than 20 percent of the spring pigs were born in 
those mnths. March-May farrowings were down 13 percent fro• last spring. 

The Western Corn Belt had 15 percent fewer pigs than last spring and 
the Eastern Com ~lt 4 percent fewer. The lbuntain and Pacific States 
as a group reduced pigs saved by 9 percent. Although the South Atlantic 
and South Central States increased spring pigs by 5 and 6 percent, the 
total gain in number of pigs saved in those two regions was less than 
one-third the reduction in Iowa alone. 

7 Percent Fewer Fall 
- Farrowing& Plaiiiied 

Farmers planned in June to have 7 percent fewer sows farrow this fall 
than last. If these intentions for fall farrowing& are realized and 
litters are of average size the 1956 fall crop would be around 35 million 
head. 
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Tabl.e 1 .- Number of sows farrowing, pigs saved and pigs saved per litter, spring 
and fall pig crops, by regions, United States, 1950 to date 

S~G PIG CROP 
I 

North North Central I South South United 
Year : Atlantic : Atlantic Central 

Western 
States East West : 

: 1 2 001:1 lieaa ! 1~~ lieaii ! 2~0 F.eaa Ii~O Fieaii 12000 neaa I 2o1Xl Fiea<I 1 zl:l()() Fie ad 

SoliS farrowing: 
150 2,$4 4,568 631 1,048 228 9,179 1950 

1951 159 2,.558 4,827 673 1,019 21~8 9 ,4e4 
1952 162 2,342 1!,014 700 881 212 8,311 
1953 137 2,070 3,554 570 571 143 7,045 
1954 130 2,220 3,915 582 66.5 157 7,669 
1955 139 2,404 4,247 618 780 171 8 ,3.59 
1956 y 138 2,300 3,577 645 834 156 7 ,6.50 

Pigs saved: 
943 16,177 28,905 3,971 6,531-~. 1,1a8 57,958 1950 

1951 1,038 16,798 31,279 4,211 6,386 1,5tl6 61,298 
1952 1,102 15,74.5 26,812 4,463 5,694 1,319 55,13.5 
1953 941 14,271 24,322 3,730 3,737 939 47,940 
1954 863 15,479 27,127 3,89.5 4,4.54 1,034 52,8.52 
1955 937 16,678 29,630 4,097 5,220 1,128 57,690 
1956 y 909 16,0o6 25,314 4,287 5,545 1,024 53,085 

Pigs saved per 
Number Number Number Number litter: Number Number Number 

1950 ~ o:J.r o:J.r ~ ~ --o.20 -6.31 
1951 6.53 6.57 6.48 6.26 6.27 6.40 6.46 
1952 6.80 6.72 6.68 6.38 6.46 6.22 6.63 
1953 6.87 6.89 6.84 6..54 6.54 6.57 6.80 
1954 6.62 6.97 6.93 6.70 6.70 6.59 6~89 
195S 6.68 6.94 6.98 6.63 6.69 6.63 6.90 
1956 y 6.58 6.96 7.08 6.65 6.65 6.55 6.94 

FALL PIG CROP 

Sows farrowing: 11000 head 12000 head 12000 head 12000 head !_1000 _head 12000 head 12000 head 
1950 123 1,970 2,183 561 924 166 5,927 
1951 131 1,929 2,227 6o6 873 189 5,955 
19.52 123 1,677 1,939 533 654 lh.l 5,o67 
1953 103 1,520 1,781 429 537 109 4,479 
1954 111 1,696 1,975 481 626 125 5,011! 
1955 119 1,857 2,230 498 730 135 5,569 
1956 y 107 1,746 1,986 498 705 121 5,163 

Pigs saved: 
1950 834 13,289 14,674 3,552 5,998 1,076 39,423 
1951 901 12,929 14,624 3,943 5,667 1,224 39,288 
1952 847 11,271 13,001 3,421 4,226 928 33,694 
1953 701 10,259 11,893 2,855 3,543 723 29,974 
1954 764 11,579 13,455 3,203 4,156 821 33,971:! 
1955 809 12,749 15,233 3,310 4,908 905 37,914 
1956 Y35,ooo 

T>j_gs saved per 
litter: Number Number Number Number Number Number Number 

1950 b';78 ~ --o."f2 b:jj -o.TF 6.48 ~ 
1951 6.88 6.70 6..57 6.51 6.49 6.4tl 6.6o 
1952 6.69 6.72 6.71 6.42 6.46 6.58 6.65 
~953 6.81 6.75 6.68 6.66 6.6o 6.63 6.69 
1954 6.91 6.83 6.81 6.66 6.64 6.56 6.78 
1955 6.79 6.87 6.83 6.65 6.72 6.66 6.81 
1956 y 6.80 

1/ Preliminary. ih Number indicated to farrow from intentions as of June 11 1956. Average r.umber of pigs per litter 
'Wi h allowance :f'or trend used to calculate indicated number of pigs saved. 
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Table 2 • -Number of sows farrowing and percentage distribution 

by months, spring season, 1950 to date 

1950 
1951 
1952 
195) 
1954 
1955 
1956 

19$0 
1951 
19p2 
1953 
1954 
19.5.5 
1956 

. . . 

Dec • .!f 

249 
281 
259 
213 
255 
307 
400 

Sows farrowing, spring 

Jan. F'eb. s Mar. 

-r;ooo---1,ooo -r;ooo 
head head head 

418 
4MI 
46~ 
41.5 
480 
67h 
723 

1,090 
1,218 
1,163 

998 
1,313 
1,520 
1,414 

2,804 
2,717 
2,332 
2,-J28 
2,238 
2,312 
2,151 

Apr. May Total 

1,ooo - 1,ooo ~,ooo--
head head head 

3,08.5 
3,078 
2,550 
2,160 
2,104 
2,2'55 
1,917 

1,533 
1,706 
1,543 
1,231 
1,229 
1,291 
1,045 

9,179 
9,hR4 
8,311 
7,04.5 
7,669 
8,359 
7,650 

------·- ------·--·-·~----~ -·--. ---~-­
Percentage distribution of spring farrowings 

: Tercen:t·· --Per£e2l~ ~Percerrt"Pe~ce~~ -Perc~~~ Perc en~ 

2.7 
3.0 
3.1 
3.0 
3.3 
3.1 
5.2 

4o6 
5.1 
5.6 
5.9 
6.3 
8.1 
9.}.~ 

11.? 
12.8 
1L.o 
14.2 
17.1 
18.2 
18..5 

30.5 
28.6 
28.0 
28.8 
29.9 
27.6 
28.1 

33.6 
32.5 
30.7 
30.6 
27 .)_. 
27.0 
25.1 

16.7 
18.0 
18.6 
17.5 
16.0 
15.4 
1J.7 

1.1')0.0 
100.0 
100.0 
100o0 
100.0 
100.0 
100.0 

!1 December of preceding year. 

Largest reductions, percentagewise 1 are planned in the North 
Atlantic and West North Central States. Only five Southam States and 
Arizona indicated increases in the number of sows to farrow fall pigs. 

A. fall pig crop of 35 million head combined with the 53.1 million 
spring pigs would mean a year•s crop of 88.1 million, 8 percent below 
the 1955 total but larger than the relatively small crops of 1953 and 
1954. 
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Hof Sla!®ter.:!:?. Drop Below 
ear lier -

Hog slaughter each roonth so far this year has been substantia.ll.y 
above the corresponding month of 1955. For January-June coJ1Uilercial 
slaughter averaged about 16 percent over last yearo This was a high rate 
of slaughter in view of the 12 percent increase in pigs farrowed last fall. 
The reduction in spring farrowings helped to boost slaughter, since fewer 
gilts were withheld for breeding and 100re sows were sent to slaughter. 
Receipts of sows at 8 principal markets the first 6 nr:mths this year were 
13 percent larger than last year. 

Hog slaughter through midsummer will continue to come from pigs 
farrowed last fall. It will pass its seas:mal low point in July or early 
August, then pick up as spring-farrowed pigs move to market in volume. 

But during the fall increase, slaughter will be less than last year. 
The reduction will be most noticeable. in the Western Com Be.Lt late in 
the fall, where supplies a year before outran available slaughter capacity. 
The greater cut in farrowings in that region than elsewhere will prevent 
a similar excessive supply from occurring this year. 

The timing of marketings is governed by several factors, which were 
discussed in this Situation of May 91 1955. 0 f these, several point to 
early marketings this year. Early farrowings are one such indication. 
Also, after last year's experience with collapsing prices, producers may · 
be so distrusttul of the late fall market that they will head many hogs 
for early sale. The smaller reduction in spring pigs in the Eastern 
than Western Corn Be.lt is another reason to expect fairly early marketings. 
On the other hand, farmers are a little short of "free" corn because of 
the large quantity held under the support program, and the price of corn 
has risen considerably the last few months. This could have conructing 
effects. It would encourage some producers ·to sell at light weight, which 
means early sale. It would lead some others to hold considerable nwnbers 
ot hogs for finishing on new corn, thereby delaying marketings. It is 
conceivable that marketings would be fairly sizable early in the market:i.ng 
season, then increase a little more slowly until after new corn is 
harvested. 
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Ho¥ Prices in June Below Last Year; 
o Be Above '1'Jiii Fill --- --

- 8 -

Hog prices at the end of 195.5 were at a postwar low. Prices have 
generally trended upward so far this year. By mid-year prices had gained 
$.5.00 to $6.00 per 100 pounds from the December low. In late June barrow 
and gilt prices were still about $3.2.5 below mid-19.55 (table 3). During 
much of this period, prices of heavy hogs compared better with a year 
earlier than did prices of lightweight hogs. Heavy weights and lower 
quail ty are often discounted less during a period of improving prices 
than they are during a time of roounting supplies and falling prices. 
Late in June the price spread between 180-200 pound and 240-270 pound 
barrows and gilts at Chicago was less than 10 cents per 100 poundso 
Between light hogs and 360-400 pound sows the spread was less than $2 • .50. 
A year before, and 100re typically, these differences were approximately 
$1.00 and $5.00. 

Ibg prices are expected to be seasonally high during the summer period 
of reduced slaughter. The,y may rise a little from their late June levels 
and at nddsummer lo1ill probably equal or exceed a year earlier. Prices 
will decrease seasonally this fall. However, if the outlook for more 
orderly marketings proves accurate prices will be above a year earlier o 

The increase over 1955 could be widest near year's endo 

January-June Cattle Slaughter 
QEl!Jiercent 

Cattle slaughter so far this year has been about 4 percent larger 
than in 1955. Annual cattle slaughter has set successive records for 
the past 3 years, in line with record numbers of cattle on farms. 

The increase in slaughter this year has been almost entirely in 
steers. Steer slaughter under Federal inspection for each of the first 
5 months this year was a record for the month. (June data are not yet 
available.) The 5-roonths total was 22 percent above a year earlier 
(table 4) • It includes substantial increases in both grass and fed 
steers slaughtered. The number of cattle and calves on feed this 
January 1 was only 1 percent greater than in 195.5, but a larger part were 
of the weight and finish to be marketed before July 1.. It is possible 
also that considerable numbers of the grass steers on farms January 1 have 
since been given at least a partial feed and sent to market. 

Heifer slaughter the first 5 months was up slightly :from last year's 
record high, in line with larger numbers on feed at the beginning of the 
year. Caw slaughter was 10 percent smaller than the high level of a 
year ago and about the same as in the early IOOnths of 19.54. 
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M:>nth 

Jan .. 
Febo 
Maro 
Apro 
May 
June 
July 
Aug. 
Septo 
Octo 
Nov. 
Dec. 

Av. 
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Table 3.- Price per 100 pounds for selected classes of 
meat animals, by months, 1956 compared with 1955 

:Choice slaughter: Choice reeder 
: steers at steers at 
:_ ChiC8j>O }:,/ • : Kansas City 3,/ : 

Barrows and : Choice and Pi'1i1ie 
gilts at : slaughter lambs 

8 markets 3/: at Chicago !:!/ 
: : : 
: 1956 : 1955 : 1956 : 1955 . . . . 
: Ib!. 
: 

20.02 
18.88 
19.U 

: 20o56 
20.70 
21.05 . . 

: 

: 

. . . . 

26.98 
26.17 
25o80 
24 .. 62 
23.09 
22 .. 63 
22.72 
22.43 
22.69 
22 .. 01 
20.83 
20o35 

DOl. -
19.08 
10.96 
19.19 
19.50 
19.84 
19.63 

22.25 
22.69 
23.50 
23o34 
22.74 
22.88 
22.16 
20.82 
20.39 
20.31 
19.57 
18o62 

. • 
: 1956 1955 : 1956 

no:r. DOlo 

11.70 16.82 19.12 
12.41 16.'25 20.39 
13.20 16.09 20.61 
15.01 16.96 21.28 
16.31 11.21 2;23.80 

19.60 25.27 
l?o76 
16.40 
16.28 
14.40 
12.12 
10.67 

1955 

DOl. 

21.21 
22.o6 
23o24 
22.12 
20.28 
24.14 
22.07 
21.?9 
21.11 
20.58 
19.28 
18.31 

-----------------------------------------------------: 

• . 23.16 21.61 15.19 2lo35 

!/ Sold out of first hands. Y 500-800 poundso 2/ Average for all 
weights. Midwest markets. 1!/ Spring lambs June-September; wooled lambs 
all other nxmths. 2/ Shorn lambs. 

Compiled from Market ~~ Livestock Division 

Changes in cattle marketings and slaughter this summer and fall will 
be largely seasonal. The number of fed cattle marketed will decrease and 
for the second half year will fall short of the number last year. Grass 
cattle marketings and slaughter will increase and will likely e:xeeed last 
year. Total slaughter for the second half will probably be a little above 
last year but b,y less than the 4 percent increase recorded the first 6 
months. Since carcass weights will be considerably lighter, the total 
outtum of beef is less likely to show an increase from a year previously. 
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Table 4 .-Number of cattle slaughtered under Federal 
inspection, by class, United States, by months 1956 compared with 1955 

. . 
Steers Heifers Cows Calves : : . • . . 

lob nth . . 
: 1955 

. 
: 1955 

: . 
1956 ; 1955 1956 • 1956 1956 1955 . : • . . t,ooo I,ooo 1,000 t,ooo I,ooo I,ooo t,ooo 1,ooo . 

: head head head head head head head head 

Jan. 896 718 260 236 512 suo 602 563 
Feb. 803 618 230 221 426 450 586 517 
Mar. : 893 773 255 261 393 463 647 660 
Apr. 899 737 227 238 391 444 604 596 
1-flq . 969 810 202 201 !t39 509 606 588 . 
June 861 215 518 610 
July . 749 201 538 550 . 
Aug. 870 226 656 6~ 
St.. pt. : 857 215 638 710 
Oct. 799 222 635 728 
Nov. : 729 213 681 700 
Dec. : 778 225 584 633 . . 
Year !J: 9,299 2,674 6,656 7,499 

: 

y Computed from unrounded numbers. 

Compiled from Market ~~ Livestock Division. 

Weather and feed conditions may have much to do with the slaughter 
rate this fall. u.s. average pasture conditions on June 1 were the 
lowest for tha. t date since the drought year 1934. Subsequent rainfall · 
has improved prospects for pastures in some areas. However, pastures 
are crucially dry in much of the Central and Southern Plains States and 
Southwest and in some parts of the Western Corn Belt. Limited pasture 
feed in these or other areas could lead to heavy marketings of cattle 
off grass this summer. 
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Cattle Prices Relatively Stable 

Cattle prices so far this year have been featured by an unusually 
narrow spread between prices of the top and bottom grades and relatively 
small price changes, particularly for fed cattle. Prices of Choice 
steers at Chicago in June averaged about $1.00 per 100 pounds above 
Janu.ary 1 in contrast to an $4.35 decline during those months in 1955. 
During the same period this year, cow prices advanced $1.00 to $1.50, 
slightly less than the corresponding gain last yearo 

At ~d-year prices of feeder cattle were roughly $3.00 or so per 
100 poun'ds below a year before. Prices of cows and fed steers were about 
the same or only slightly below a year earlier. 

Some increase in fed cattle prices is in prospect this summer, 
particularly for the top grades. The normal seasonal price movement for 
Choice steers at Chicago is a gain of 5 percent from June to September. 
The increase could be appreciably greater this year. This expectation is 
based on the probability of smaller marketings following large marketings 
to date. · 

Prices of feeder cattle will remain for some time under the influence 
of unsatisfactory profits realized in feeding cattle the past winter. 
They are expected to decline seasonally, and probably will be slow-to 
regain last year 1s prices until more confidence reappears in cattle feeding. 

~ Slaughter Low in ~; 
Prices ~ S'iiarplz, Then Tum n:,wn 

Slightly more sheep and lambs were marketed during the first half of 
the year than a year earlier. Slaughter during January and February was 
substantially larger but that in later months has been smaller than a 
year ago. The Januacy- 1 inventory of sheep and lambs on farms was down 
from the previous year with much of the reduction in the 8 percent fewer 
lambs on feed. Rapid clean-up of fed lambs resulted in sharply reduced 
slaughter supplies during May and early June. As a result, prices 
received~ farmers for lambs, which in April were only $1.70 above the 
December price of $1.6.50 per 100 pounds (a postwar low), jumped sharply 
in May to $21.50. Spring lambs made up a sizable part of total marketings 
at that time. Some of this price gain was lost during _June, and lamb 
prices in late June were about the same as a year earlier. 
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Prices ~Decline Seasonally 

Seasonal declines in prices of lambs are in prospect this swnrner and 
fall as marketings off grass expand. The level of prices ·will depend in 
part on pasture and range conditions. Prolonged dry weather would 
stimulate marketings of lambs as well as competing supplies of cattle. 
Barring extreme drought, sheep and lamb marketings and prices seem likely 
to average around year-earlier levels during most of the remaining nxmths 
this year. 

Second Half Meat Output to DroE Below 
1955;--yearT'S'r'otal :!>.2, ~.! Record 

With more beef, more pork, about the same veal and a little less lamb 
and mutton, total meat production in the first half of the year set a new 
high for the period, near:cy 9 percent above a year ago. Output in the 
last half year will likely fall below a year earlier, but the total for 
the year as a whole will be record large. Consumption of all meat per 
person in 1956 will be ar01md 162 pounds, compared with 160.7 pounds in 
1955. Consumption of beef may· edge up two pounds to 83 pounds, while 
pork consumption may drop one pound to 65 pounds. 

Tablp 5 presents data on supply and distril::ution of meat from 1950 
to date, M revised on the basis of the 1954 Census o£ Agriculture. 

I 1955 Shorn Wool 
--rYerages 42.8 Cents 

Incentive payments to wool producers for shorn wool sold during the 
1955 marketing season will be based on a national average price received 
by farmers of 42.8 cents a pound. As the incentive level is 62 cents, 
payments to individual producers will be h4.9 percent of the dollar returns 
received for the sale of shorn wool. (This is the percent by which 
62 cents exceed 42.8 cents.) 

Pulled wool payments are calcul~ted according to liveweight. The 
payment rate on lambs will be 77 cents per hundredweight o£ live animals 
sold for slaughter. 

Canned Pork and Lard to 
West ae-rJnaiiil -- -

The Department of Agriculture announced May 31 that awards had been 
made for supplying 475,200 polm.ds of canned pork luncheon meat and 
1,344,000 pounds of lard for export to Western Germany under an 
International Cooperation Administration program. These products, 
together with mre than a million pounds each of wheat flour, rice, and 
butter, and 8801000 pounds of cheese, are for feeding refugees from 
Iron Curtain Countries. 
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Table 5.- Supply and distribution of meat, United States, 1950 to date 

. . : Supply Distribution . . 
·--------------------··~----~----~~----~~~~~--~ - • CiVilian : =~~= =~~= : . Year : Pro- : ning : Imports= d hi : Armed : Ending :__.,.;c;...o_ns_ump.;.....,_t;...i=on...__ 
: ductJ..on: stocks : :~~ p-: forces : stocks : Total : Per 
: : : : : person 
: Mil. 

lb • 
Mil. 
lb. 

Mit. Mil. Mil. MU. Mil. 

Beef: 
1950 
1951 
1952 
1953 
1954 
1955 
1956 J/ 

Veal: 
1950 
1951 
1952 
1953 
1954 
1955 
1956 'J/ 

. . 
: 
: 9,534 
: 8,837 
: 9,650 
: 12,h07 
: 12,963 
: 13,568 
: 14,200 
: 
: 1,230 
: 1,059 
: 1,169 
: 1,546 
: 1,647 
: 1,578 

1,600 
Lamb and : 
mutton: : 
1950 : 597 

521 
648 
729 
734 
758 
725 

1951 : 
1952 : 
1953 
1954 
1955 
1956 "J/ 

Polk: 

: . • 

1950 10,714 
1951 11,481 
1952 11,527 
1953 : 10,006 
1954 : 9,870 
1955 : 10,991 
1956 J/ : 11,100 

All meat: 
1950 
1951 
1952 
1953 
1954 
l955 
1956 Jl 

22,075 
: 21,898 

22,994 
24,688 

: 25,214 
: 26,895 

27,625 
: 

121 
147 
218 
262 
249 
188 

16 
14 
17 
24 
21 
21 

14 
10 
14 
22 
12 
10 

474 
499 
549 
489 
327 
449 

625 
670 
798 
797 
609 
668 

lb. lb. lb. lb. ~b. Lb. 

338 
472 
429 
2n 
225 
222 

10 
12 
2/ y 
1 

!/ 

3 
7 
6 
3 
2 
2 

33 
51 
n 

164 
184 
175 

384 
542 
506 
438 
412 
399 

21 
18 
29 

1/58 
I/62 
-65 

2 
2 
1 
2 
2 
3 

2 
1 
1 
2 
2 
1 

110 
136 
154 
134 
105 
126 

296 
748 
458 
520 
450 
403 

34 
63 
62 
62 
55 
46 

6 
6 
5 
5 
6 
5 

222 
489 
392 
298 
278 
234 

556 
1,306 

917 
885 
789 
688 

147 
218 
262 
249 
188 
205 

14 
17 
24 
21 
21 
19 

10 
14 
22 
12 
10 
11 

499 
549 
489 
327 
449 
421 

670 
798 
797 
609 
668 
656 

9.,529 
8,472 
9,548 

12,113 
12,737 
13,305 

1,2o6 
1,003 
1,099 
1,4ts5 
1,591 
1,531 

596 
517 
640 
135 
730 
153 

10,390 
10,857 
11,112 

9,900 
9,549 

10,834 

21,721 
20.,849 
22.,399 
24.,233 
24,607 
26,423 

62.6 
55.3 
61.4 
76.5 
79.0 
80.9 
83 

7.9 
6.5 
7.1 
9.4 
9.9 
9.3 
9.3 

3.9 
3.4 
4.1 
4.6 
4.5 
4.6 
4.3 

68.2 
70.9 
71.4 
62.6 
59.2 
65.9 
65 

142.6 
136.1 
1.44.0 
153.1 
152.6 
160.7 
162 

C 1/ Includes 2 nr:tllion potmds of beef in 1953 and 6 million pounds in 1954 for 
Al!E. Y Less than 500,000 pounds. 3/ Partly forecast. 
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Washington and Wisconsin Gain 
Brucellosii=Free Status-

-14-

Washington and Wisconsin join Maine, New Hampshire and North Carolina 
as States which have been designated as "Modified Certified Brucellosis­
Free.n This status indicates that brucellosis is present in not 100re than 
1 percent of the State's cattle and in not roore than 5 percent of its 
herds. 

These two States were the first to achieve this rank since the acceler­
ated eradication program was initiated in 1954. Several other States are 
approaching the same status. The aim of the accelerated program is to 
achieve as quickly as possible a roodified-certified ranking in all States, 
as the first step in eventual erad:i:cation of this highly contagious and 
costly disease or cattle. 

New Standard Grade Adopted 
for Cattle and Beef 

On Jme 1 a new Federal grade -- Standard -- was added to the official 
grades for live cattle and beefo The grade name Standard applies to 
younger cattle and to beef from them that formerly graded Commercial. The 
name Commercia1 is retained for older animals in the old Commercial grade, 
and for beef from those animals. 

These revised Federal grade standards will eliminate at least in part 
the impracticability of merchandising mder the same grade name young 
cattle or their carcasses with only a small quantity of fat together with 
olde~ cattle or mature carcasses which. have a higher finisho 

NEW OR REVISED SERIES 

Edible Offals 

TaOle 6 adds 1955 data on the production and consumption of liver, 
heart, head meat, and other edible offals. Consumption of these products 
per person rose only slightly in 1955 as a sizable part of the increase in 
output was exported. The nature and sources of data have been explained 
in this Situation for previous years. 

Production, Disposition, ~ 
Income riata; Meat Conswnption 

Tables 7 to 10 present data on production, disposition, and income 
from meat animals. These are standard tables previously published in this 
Situation. They include revised data for 1950-54 and preliminary data for 
1955. 

Table 11 presents summary data relating to meats, 1909 to date. This 
is a standard table showing production and consumption for each of the meats. 



Table 6.- Edible offals: Supoly and distrioutlon, United States, 1940 to date 

Supply 

Year : Total :Beginning : 
:production :commercial: Imports 

: 
Distribution 

- -------
End . :Commercial: Domestic disappearance 1ng ------

Total : stocks': e:xpor~s : . : ... :civilian 
. ll : stocks 

-----· -. _-:-_____ :__- ?}__ 
t1ll. lb. :1:ii. lb. 

supply: 21 :and sh1p- :Military :C1nl1an: per 
. : · ~ ~ments 3/ : : :capita 4/ 

l9LO 
1941 
19L2 
19L3 
1944 
1945 
1?46 
1947 
1948 
1949 

1950 
1951 
1952 
1953 
1954 
1955 

]..,303 
1,338 
1,498 
1,669 
l,?L.O 
1,637 
1,579 
1,615 
l,L.72 
1,495 

1,519 
1,501 
1,577 
1,704 
1,743 
1,353 

05 
102 
105 

86 
6/ 97 

37 
hl 
56 
71 
58 

62 
59 
64 
69 
59 
65 

Mil. lb. 11il ~lb. !'1~}-_• lb. !:fi~. lb._ }lil. ~E. 1-:_i~. 1 b. ll>· 

2 
4 
2 

51 
51 
"51 
51 
"51 
-5 
10 

9 
8 
8 
7 
6 
6 

1,400 
1,441 
1,605 
1,?55 

·1,837 
1,674 
1,620 
1,671 
1,548 
1,563 

1,590 
1,568 
1,649 
1,7~0 
1,80.:3 
1,924 

102 
105 

86 
137 

37 
41 
56 
?1 
58 
62 

r'q ;>, 

64 
69 
59 
65 
70 

11 
8 

11 
22 
68 
3 
1 
9 
1 
2 

3 
6 

71 4 
7129 
7146 
7170 

1,237 
1:,331 

51 1,508 
2 1,594 
2 1,730 
3 1,627 

5/ 1,563 
31. 1,591 
51 1,489 
31 1,499 

51 
3/ 
>I 
~I 
31 
3/ 

1,528 
1,498 
1,576 
1,692 
1,697 
1,784 

9.6 
10.0 
11.3 
12.2 
13.3 
12 .l-1 
11.1 
11.0 
10.1 
18.0 

10.0 
9.3 

10.1 
10.7 
1o.s· 
10.3 

11 Production as percentage of dressed weight of meat production. including farm: Beef 6.7, 
veal 10.7, lamb and mutton 5.1, pork excluding lard 6.?. 21 Trimmings included prior to 
July 1, 1944; excluded beginning that date. 31 Exports oniy beginning 1951. 4/ Calculated from 
population eating out of civilian supplies July 1 adjusted for underenumeration. 51 Less than 
500,000 pounds. 6/ Adjusted by estimated 40 million pounds of trizmnings previously reported in 
stocks. 1/ Includes small auantities of sausage ingredients reported by Bureau of Census 
classification "other meats except canned (including edible animal organs.)" 

Data for 193h to 1939 may be found in this Situation for July 8, 1954 on page 13. 

i 
~ 
.J:'" 

I 

1-' 
\J\ 
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Table 7 .- Number of cattle and calves bn farms, calf crop and disposition, and 

live weight of farm production, United States, 1936 to date !/ 

: On hand, Jallp.ary 1 I Calves born 1 Marketings 3/ 1Farm slaughter1 Deaths 
I : - I I I 

All 1 Percentage 1 Inship-: I :Live weight 
Year All 1 of cows 1 menta ;of farm cows 

; 2 yeare 1 Number y : Cattle : Calves :Cattle Calves :Cattle :Calves:production 
cattle 2 years : . 

and oirer ; 8!1~ _over _ 

1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 Million 
head head Percent head head head head head ~ head head ~unds 

1936 67,847 36,244 78 28,201 4,990 19,991 10,029 613 888 1,349 2,070 14,438 
1937 66,098 35,331 79 28,033 5,lll 18,854 10,298 570 785 1,405 2,081 13,746 
1938 65,249 34,598 80 27,787 5,635 18,552 9,560 569 725 1,308 1,928 14,047 
1939 66,029 34,587 83 28,879 6,416 18,380 10,076 571 755 1,298 1,935 15,177 
1940 68,309 35,616 84 29,886 7,026 18,U3 10,365 571 728 1,397 1,992 15,702 
1941 71,755 36,819 87 31,868 7,185 18,948 11,001 571 684 1,461 2,ll8 17,029 
1942 76,025 38,891 88 34,388 8,514 20, 71.!0 11,787 646 641 1,560 2,349 18,568 
1943 81,204 41,ll8 85 34,797 7,l.!h2 21,310 11,177 708 620 1,734 2,560 19,159 
1944 85,334 43,225 86 37,040 7,233 23,627 14,323 854 724 1,734 2,772 19,708 
1945 85,573 44,226 79 35,155 8,257 27,541 13,222 919 753 1,637 2,678 19,517 
1946 82,235 42,929 81 34,643 8,774 26,267 13,026 943 766 1,549 2,547 18,999 
1947 80,554 42,330 82 34,703 8,302 26,981 13,893 871 713 1,464 2,466 19,130 
1948 77,171 40,625 82 33,125 7,595 23,4l7 12,607 791 6ll 1,388 2,247 18,402 
1949 76,830 39,781 85 33,748 8,079 22,905 12,627 752 570 1,~7 2,333 19,274 
1950 77,963 ,40,596 86 .34,899 8,896 22,664 12,028 713 528 1, 5 2,297 21,185 
1951 : 82,083 42,094 85 35,825 9,185 22,638 11,328 708 484 1,537 2,326 22,990 
1952 88,072 43,923 87 38,273 9,091 23,652 12,246 769 494 1,603 2,431 24,933 
1953 94,241 46,840 88 41,261 8,367 28,307 14,431 ' 860 532 1,573 2,487 27,405 
1954 95,679 48,946 87 42,601 9,907 30,622 15,514 ~72 524 1,574 2,489 27,580 
1955 96,592 49,121 88 43,001 10,048 31,407 15,411 861 489 1,573 2,435 28,402 
1956 97,465 

!/ Balance sheet estimates, Total marketings, farm slaughter, deaths, and on hand end of year equals total of calf 
crop, inshipments and on hand beginning of year. y Sum of the interstate shipments and imports of feeding and 
breeding animals. 3/ Excludes interfarm sales within States. . 

Data for 1924~35 in the Livestock~ Meat Situation, February 1949, page 20 • 

---- .:...__ _____ ... _. .. . .,_ -

Table 8,- Number of sheep and lambe on farms, lamb crop and disposition, and 
live weight of farm production, United State~ 1936 to date !./ · 

Lambs saved Inshipments g/: Marketinp,s 1.1: Farm slaughter; Deaths 

1 On hand : Percentage 1 Live weight 
Year 

;January 1 ' of ewes : of farm 
: Number I 1 year Sheep Lambs Sheep Lambs Sheep Lambs Sheep Lambs : production 

1 and over 

1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,ooo 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 Million 
head head· Percent head head ~ head head head head head pounds 

1936 51,136 29,762 84 666 6,037 4,627 24,206 305 332 4,373 2,910 1,852 
1937 50,848 29,170 84 742 6,564 4,579 24,245 295 303 4,172 2,667 1,932 
1938 51,063 30,420 88 862 6,606 4,565 25,767 295 315 3,891 2,770 2,038 
1939 51,348 29,913 86 1,107 6,839 4,415 25,459 292 305 3,951 2,678 2,029 
1940 52,107 31,082 87 1,060 7,186 4,384 25,846 272 299 3,910 2,804 2,101 
1941 53,920 32,610 90 935 7,440 4,231 26,510 292 290 4,191 3,178 2,251 
1942 56,213 32,312 86 828 8,020 6,064 28,598 291 287 4,029 2,954 2,313 
1943 55,150 30,924 83 639 7,624 7,818 27,505 289 287 4,350 3,306 2,108 
1944 50,782 28,642 84 576 6,844 7,362 25,349 279 283 4,095 2,956 1,938 
1945 46,520 27,042 86 601 6,994 7,333 24,983 274 297 3,418 2,490 1,912 
1946 42,362 24,489 89 737 6, 718 6, 758 24,o88 265 289 3,125 2,283 1,762 
1947 37,498 21,858 88 652 5,910 5,224 20,937 229 270 2,845 2,076 1,567 
1948 34,337 19,594 85 627 5,486 4,828 18,947 213 261 2,916 1,936 1,383 
1949 30,943 18,298 87 721 5,242 3,473 16,784 177 227 2,898 1,819 1,278 
1950 29,826 17,905 89 730 5,965 2,640 16,h86 177 215 2,558 1,717 1,336 
1951 30,633 17,978 88 753 5,880 3,244 15,1.!57 146 195 2,495 1,725 1,372 
1952 31,982 18,479 88 696 5,660 3,220 17 ,o86 133 209 2,533 1,736 1,471 
1953 31,900 19,497 90 612 4,857 2,945 17,939 131 223 2,494 1,778 1,538 
1954 31,356 20,340 95 670 5,316 2,826 18,8)2 125 210 2,365 1,742 1,607 
1955 31,582 20,187 95 732 4,785 2,827 18,804 125 213 2,451 1,757 1,612 
1926 311102 

1/ Balance sheet estimates. Total of marketings, farm slaughter, deaths, and on hand end of year equals total of 
laiiib crop, inshipments, and on hand beeinning of year, 2/ Sum of the interstate shipments and imports of feeding 
and breeding animals, 3/ Excludes interfarm sales within States. 

Data for 1924-35 fn the Livestock and Meat Situation, February 1949, page 22, 
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Year 

1936 
1937 
1938. 
1939 
1940 
1941 
1942 
1943 
1944 
1945 
1946 
1947 
1948 
1949 
1950 
1951 
1952 
1953 
1954 
1955 
1956 

Table Sl.- Number of hogs on farms, pig crops and disposition, and live weight of farm 
production, United States, 1936 to date!/ 

------------------
Pigs saved : : Live 

: On hand 
Inshipmente : Market:i:n~s Farm weight 

y v slaughter: Deaths of fal'lll 
January 1 Spring Fall Total I production 

1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 Million 
head head head head ~ head head head ~unds 

42,975 41,422 24,.303 65,725 639 411,809 lb,295 7,152 12,976 
43,083 38,525 23,994 62,519 367 40,665 13,.3.33 7,446 12,506 
44,525 43,289 28,566 71,855 516 46,089 13,325 7,470 14,372 
50,012 53,238 33,714 86,952 637 52,906 13,890 9,550 17,079 
61,165 49,584 30,282 79,866 607 64,262 14,155 8,868 17,043 
54,353 49,368 35,584 84,952 741 57,695 12,789 8,955 17,489 
60,607 61,093 43,810 104,903 600 67,1.!23 12,533 12,273 21,105 
73,881 74,223 47,584 121,807 771 83,187 14,016 15,515 25,375 
83,741 55,754 30,905 86,659 658 86,289 13,551 11,845 20,584 
59,373 52,216 31~,611 86,827 464 61,035 13,631 10,692 18,843 
61,306 52,191 30,.503 82,694 464 64,409 13,721 9,544 16,744 
56,810 52,199 31,090 83,289 497 63,499 12,072 10,435 18,159 
54,590 50,468 33,358 83,826 459 61,790 11,200 9,628 18,222 
56,257 56,969 36,275 93,244 541 69.249 10,236 11,705 19,1~57 
58,937 57,956 39,423 97,381 5Bo 72,673 9,720 12,236 20,214 
62,269 61,298 39,288 100,586 755 79,142 9,479 12,872 21,436 
62,117 55,135 33,694 88,829 740 80,448 8,882 10,601 19,727 
;>1,755 47,940 29,974 77,914 812 68,572 7 ,1~55 9,340 16,800 
45,114 52,852 33,978 86,830 1,116 66,012 6,668 9,906 18,218 
50,474 57,690 37,914 95,604 1,079 74,832 6,842 10,047 19,972 
55z088 53z085 4h5looo 88!085 

1/ Balance sheet estimates. Total of marketings, farm slaughter, deaths, and on hand end of year equals total of 
pig crop, inshipments, and on hand beginning of year. 2/ Sum of the interstate shipment and imports of feeding and 
breeding animals. ~ Excludes interfarm sales within States. 4/ Indicated by fal'lller!l 1 intentions on Juno 1 at 
average size of lit ers as adjuste~ for trend. -

Data for 1924-35 in the Livestock and Meat Situation, February 1949, page 21. 

Table ID.- Live weight of marketings, cash receipts from marketings, and gross income from 
· meat animals, by classes, 1934 to date 

-------------~-------------- -·- ---'----
:Live weight of mktgs. !/ : Meat animal : Cash receipts from marketings !( y: nross income 2/ !y' 

-----·-·-· -----::-----:==--.;=-~--
: Cattle Sh 1 marketings 1 Cattle 1 Sheep : : All meat 1 Cattle 'All at 
• 1 eep 1 1 Index no. , 1 • • Sheep 1 • me 
'1 aland •• and • Hogs. 1193.,._39=lOO and and • Hogs ' animals and and Hops 'animals Year 

1 c ves : lambs ; :> : calves 1 lambs : : lf 1 calves lambs : 2} 
----''----- ---------·----------

1934 
1935 
1936 
1937 
1938 
1939 
1940 
1941 
1942 
1943 
1944 
1945 
1946 
1947 
1948 
1949 
1950 
1951 
1952 
1953 
1954 
1955 

Million Million Million 
: ~unds pounds pounds 

: 20,3.50 
: 17,037 
: 18,318 
: 17,051 
: 17,057 
: 17,385 
: 17,529 
: 18,628 

20,472 
20,866 
23,ll7 
26,675 

I 25,270 
26,099 
23,105 
23,593 
23,618 
23,679 
214,937 
29,448 
3l,h28 
32,~58 

2,555 
2,316 
2,314 
2,321 
2,460 
2,431 
2,448 
2,563 
2,925 
3,042 
2,801 
2,842 
2,694 
2,278 
2,083 
1, 777 
1,688 
1,663 
1,802 

'1,845 
1,905 
1,924 

11,878 
7,330 
9,973 
9,146 

10,638 
12,327 
14,837 
13,765 
16,300 
20,748 
20,825 
15,494 
15,984 
15,722 
15,280 
16,747 
17,398 
19,007 
19,082 
16,026 
15,762 
l7/.i92 

115 
89 

103 
96 

102 
110 
120 
119 
135 
154 
161 
151 
148 
149 
137 
144 
145 
151 
155 
157 
162 
173 

Million Million Million Million 
dollars do~ dollars. dollars 

813 
1,062 
] ,114 
1,239 
1,162 
1,290 
1,376 
1,705 
2,263 
2,562 
2,604 
3,318 
0 .761 
4;967 
5,285 
4,%9 
5,680 
7,005 
6,206 
4,878 
5,088 
5,167 

132 
152 
166 
186 
157 
172 
180 
226 
3o6 
342 
300 
319 
363 
402 
409 
351 
387 
466 
391 
317 
325 
316 

520 
682 
991 
925 
870 
810 
836 

1,302 
2,198 
2,929 
2,800 
2,263 
2,917 
3,926 
3,660 
3,125 
3,21!1 
3,889 
3,464 
3,483 
3,u55 
2,688 

1,1!65 
1,896 
2,271 
2,350 
2,189 
2,272 
2,391 
3,233 
h,766 
5,83L 
5,70~ 
5,901 
7,041 
9,295 
9,3')4 
8,3?4 
9,2ll1 

ll,360 
10,061 

8,678 
B,fl68 
8,171 

Million ~~llion Million Million 
dollars dollars dollars cbllarn 

828 
1,084 
1,134 
1,261 
1,184 
1,312 
1,400 
1,732 
2,300 
2,606 
2,652 
3,375 
3,833 
5,05ll 
5,381 
h,9)2 
5, 774 
7,12!; 
6,325 
h,972 
'),190 
S,27l 

134 646 1,608 
155 890 2,129 
168 1,234 2,536 
188 1,161 2,610 
159 1,065 2,408 
174 981 2,467 
182 984 2, 566 
2?9 1,518 3,479 
309 2,507 5,116 
346 3,302 6,254 
304 3,133 6,089 
323 2,640 6,337 
367 3,400 7,600 
406 4,521 9,Cii\J 
414 4,202 9,908 
355 3,'>13 8,800 
.392 3,570 9,735 
tm. L,278 n,en 
395 3,793 10,512 
320 3,819 9,111 
328 3,776 9,295 
3::..:l:.c9_~2:.z.,"-'92::1~ ll,SU 

]jl/ Excludes interfal'lll sales. y lbes not inC'lnde Government oayment.s. '}./ Computed from unrounde·i fi('l>rc>s. 
j Cash receipts plus value of home consumption. 



Table 11 -Total lleat production and conllomption in the United Statu, l909-55Y 

~ 
Bee! Veal Lemb and mutton Pork (excluding lard) : All meats ; Lard I 

' ' ' I : 
Ooneomption '[/ 

CD 
Year : Pro- : Oone~tion : Pro- : Oona~tion : Pro- : Consumption : Pro- : Cona~tion : Pro- : Oon~tion : Pro- : ~ 

duction: Total : Par : duction: Total' Per 1 duction: Total : Per : duction: Total : Per : duction: Total : Per : du.ction: Total : Per 
: : capita: : : cepi ta: : : capita: : : capita: : : capita: : : Cepita 

111l.lb. Mil.lb. Lb. ~- ~- ~- ~- !!.!!&.· ~- ~- Mil. lb. ~- !ill.:.!E.· Mil.lb. ~- ~- ~i~. Lb. 
1909 ..... 6,915 6,n3 73-1 66o 660 7.2 6os 6o6 6.6 6,557 6,065 66.1 14,740 14,044 153.0 1,62S 1,127 12.3 
1910 ..... 6,647 6,508 69.5 667 667 7.1 597 596 6.4 6,087 5.756 61.4 13.998 13.527 144.4 1,553 1,156 12.3 
1911 ....• 6,549 6,426 67.5 666 666 7.0 693 690 7.2 6,961 6,482 68.1 14,869 14,264 149.8 1, 747 1.138 12.0 
1912 ..... 6,234 6,153 63.6 662 662 6.9 735 729 7.6 6,822 6.357 65.7 14,453 13.901 143.8 1,658 1,102 11.~ 

1913 ..... 6,182 6,157 62.5 6os 609 6.2 7o6 701 7.1 6.979 6,501 65.9 14,475 13.968 141.7 1,653 1,073 10.9 
1914 •...• 6,017 6,144 61.1 569 572 5.7 693 708 7.1 6,S24 6,453 64.2 14,103 13,877 138.1 1,554 1,090 10.8 
1915 •..•• 6,075 5.668 55.6 590 591 5.8 6o5 612 6.0 7,616 6,690 65.6 14,886 13,561 133-0 1,689 1,198 11.7 
1916 ..... 6,46o 6,003 58.1 655 656 6.3 585 595 5.7 8,207 7,037 68.1 15,907 14,291 138.2 1, 7o6 1,228 11.9 
1917 ..... 7.239 6,6S7 63.7 744 745 7.1 463 463 4.4 7.055 6,093 58.1 15.501 13.988 133-3 1,451 1,091 10.4 
1918 ••••• 7,726 7,167 67.6 76o 761 7.2 5o6 499 4.7 8,349 6,384 60.2 17.341 14,811 139.7 1,899 1,291 12.2 
1919 ..... 6, 756 6,462 6o.7 819 824 7.! 590 598 5.6 8,477 6,712 63.0 16,642 14,596 137.1 1,920 1,174 u.e 

1920 ..... 6,3o6 6,293 58.~ S42 852 7.9 538 578 5.4 7,648 6,766 62.6 15.334 14,489 1}4.2 1.958 1,319 12.2 
1921 ..... 6,022 6,024 54.7 S20 824 7-5 639 662 6.0 7.697 7,029 63.9 15,178 14,539 132.1 2,108 1,217 11.1 
1922 ••••• 6,5SB 6,503 58.3 852 858 7. 7 553 565 5.1 8,145 7.236 64.8 16,131.{ 15,162 135-9 2,302 1,503 13.5 
1923 ..... 6, 721 6,671 58.8 916 919 8.1 58S 592 5.2 9.483 8,310 7J.2 17.708 16,492 145.3 2,718 1,643 14.5 
1924 ••••. 6,877 6,786 58.7 972 977 8.4 597 596 5.2 9,149 8,451 73.0 17.595 16,810 145.3 2,66o 1,663 14.4 
1925 ..... 6,878 6,888 58.6 989 993 8.5 603 6o5 5.1 8,128 7.734 65.8 16,598 16,220 138.0 2,153 1,453 12.4 
1926 ••••• 7,089 7,074 59.4 955 959 8.0 639 637 5.4 7.966 . 7.529 63.3 16,649 16,199 136.1 2,2o6 1, 465 12.3 
1927 ..... 6.395 6,484 53.7 867 875 7.3 629 631 5.2 8,430 8,058 66.8 16,321 16,048 133.0 2,263 1,541 12.8 
1928 ••••• 5.771 5.872 48.1 773 781 6.4 663 662 5.4 9.041 8,545 69.9 16,248 15,860 129.8 2,458 1,626 13·3 
1929 ..... 5,871 6,048 49.0 761 766 6.2 1582 686 5.5 8,833 8,484 68.7 16,147 15,984 129.4 2,461 1,598 12.9 I 

1930 ..... 5,917 6,021 48.2 792 794 6.4 825 824 6.6 8,482 8,246 66.1 16,016 15,885 127.3 2,227 1,51l4 12.7 h> 
19)1 ..... 6,oog 6,025 47-9 ll23 824 6.6 885 886 7.0 8, 739 8,477 67.4 16.456 16,212 128.9 2,307 1, 706 13.6 
1932 ..... 5. 789 5.830 46.0 822 822 6~5 884 882 7.0 8,923 8,825 69.7 16,418 16,359 129.2 2,380 1,814 14.3 I 
1933 JJ. .. 6,440 6.469 50.8 891 891 7.0 852 849 6. 7 9.234 8,885 69.8 17,417 17.094 134.3 2,475 1, 772 13.9 
1934 JJ. •. 8,345 s,o66 63.0 1,246 1,182 9.2 851 798 6.2 8,397 8,141 63.6 18,839 18,187 142.0 2,091 1,648 12.9 
1935 JJ. .. 6,6o8 6.770 52.5 1,023 1,·087 8.4 877 923 7.2 5.919 6,155 47.7 14,1!27 14,935 115.8 1,276 1,226 9.5 
1936 II .. 7.358 7. 71!2 59.7 1,075 1,075 8.3 854 849 6.5 7.474 7,061 54.4 16,761 16,727 128.9 1,679 1,449 11.2 
1937 ..... 6,798 7,107 54.4 1,1C8 1,108 8.5 852 857 6.6 6,951 7,185 55.0 15,709 16,257 124.5 1,431 1,361 10.4 
1938 ..... 6,908 7,058 53.6 994 994 7.6 897 894 6.8 7,680 7.554' 57.4 16,479 16,500 125.4 1,728 1,440 10.9 
1939 ..... 7,011 7.159 53.9 991 991 7.5 872 869 6.5 8,66o 8,474 63.9 17,534 17.493 1;<1.8 2,037 1,671 12.6 

1940 ..... 7,175 7.257 54.2 981 981 7.3 876 873 6.5 10,044 9.701 72.4 19,076 18,812 140.4 2,288 1,924 14.4 
1941 ..... 8,082 8,021 6o.o 1,036 1,005 7.5 923 901 6.7 9.528 9.007 67.4 19.569 18,934 141.6 2,228 1,1!79 14.1 
1942 ..... 8,843 8,049 60.4 1,151 1,084 8.1 1,042 950 7.1 10,876 1!,368 62.8 21,912 18,451 138-4 2,401 1, 76o 13.2 
1943 ..... 8,571 6,86o 52.5 1,167 1,059 8.1 1,104 SJO 6.4 13,640 10,172 77.9 24,482 18,921 144.9 2,865 1,819 13.9 
1944 ..... 9,112 7,146 54.9 1,738 1,594 12.2 1,024 857 6.6 13.304 10,230 711.5 25.171! 19,1!27 152.2 3.054 1,824 14.0 
1945 ••••. 10,276 7,665 58.6 1,664 1,536 11.7 1,054 943 7.2 10,697 1!,598 65.7 23,691 18,742 14).2 2,o66 1,622 12.4 
1946 ..... 9.373 1!,533 60.8 1,443 1,382 9.8 968 923 6.6 11,150 10,5o6 74.9 22,934 21,344 152.1 2,136 1,667 11.9 
1947 ••••• 10,432 9.916 68.6 1,605 1,545 10.7 799 762 5.2 10,502 9.919 6s.6 .23.338 22,142 153.1 2,402 1,904 13.2 
1948 ..... 9.075 9,163 62.3 1,423 1,384 9.4 747 733 5.0 10,055 9,840 66.s 21,300 21,120 143.5 2,321 1,972 13.4 
1949 ..... 9,439 9.439 63.1 1,334 1,310 8.7 6o3 60S 4.1 10,286 9.991 66.8 21,662 21,349 142.7 2,534 1,892 12.6 

1950 ..... 9.534 9.529 62.6 1,230 1,206 7.9 597 596 3·9 10,714 10,390 68.2 22,075 21,721 142.6 2,631 2,096 13.8 
1951 ..... 8,837 8.472 55.3 1,059 1,003 6.5 521 517 3·~ 11,481 10,857 70.9 21,898 20,849 136.1 2,g63 2,102 13.7 
1952 ...... 9.650 9.548 61.4 1,169 1,099 7.1 648 640 4.1 11,527 11,112 71.4 22,994 22,399 144.0 2,881 2,079 13.4 
1953. . . . • 12, 407 12,113 76.5 1,546 1,485 9.4 729 735 4.6 10,006 9.900 62.6 24,688 24,233 153.1 2,355 2,010 12.7 
1954 ..•.• 12,963 12,737 79.0 1,647 1,591 9-9 734 730 4.5 9.870 9.549 59.2 25,214 ~4.607 152.6 2,330 1, 777 11.0 
1955 !f .. 13,568 13,305 80.9 1,578 1,531 9.3 758 753 4.6 10,991 10,834 65.9 26,895 26,423 16o.7 2,660 1,994 12.1 

!/ Data for 1899-1908 m~ be found in Tha Livestock and Meat Situation for March 3, 1955, page 20. Beginning 1940, data exclude meat produce.d in Hawaii and the 
Virgin Iolande. Beginning 1941, consomption is civilian only. Units are carcass-weight equivalent; exc1uda edible of!ale. 

gj Oampu.ted from unrounded numbers. Includes lard entering into manufactured products. 
3J Includes production end consumption for Government emergency programs. 
)jj .Preliminary. 
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CANNED MEAT OUTPUT BY REGIOM> 
by Ear .1 E. MUler 

Canned Meat Output 
l-l/2Billion Pounds !!! 1955 

Production or canned meat under Federal inspection topped 2 billion 
pounds in 19L3, declined sharply after the war and trended upward after 
1949. In 1955 total output was 11 508 million pounds, of which 11 447 mil­
lion was for civilian use. 

Military and foreign uses were a predominant part of tot~ production 
during the war. Since then such utilization has dropped sharply and 
civilian consumption has risen, reaching 10 pounds per person last yearo 

CANNED MEAT, EXCLUDING SOUPS 
SUPPLY CONSUMPTION 

BIL. LB. LB. 

1940 1950 
*UNDER FEDERAL 'INSPECTION 

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE NEG. 3320-56(5) AGRICULTURAL MARKETING SERVICE 
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CANNED MEAT PRODUCTION, 1955 

WEsr 

U.S. TOTAl 1,446.7 

MILLION POUNDS 

U. S. DEPARTMENT D F A G RIC U L T U R E 

By Regions as Percent of U. 5. Total 

CANNED UNDER FEDERAL INSPECTION 

FOR CIVILIAN USE. EXCLUDES SOUP 

NEG. 3302-56(6) AGRICULTURAL MARKETING SERVICE 

Trends in the supply and distribution of ca.tmed meats are shown in the 
chart on page 19 and in table 3 of the previous issue of the Livestock and 
Meat Situation {released May 9)o Carmed meat, as reported by the Meat -
Inspection Branch, includes total "inspected pounds" of meat and meat food 
products canned. For these tabulations soups are excluded but the totals 
still include products such as spaghetti with meat sauce or baby foods that 
may contain relatively small proportions of meat. 

Imports of canned meat have expanded in recent years, w.i.. th declines in 
canned beef :roore than offset by larger pork imports (largely hams). 

North Central States Lead in Canned Output 

Table 12 and the chart above show the regional distribution of 
production of canned meat products for civilian use in 1955o The distri­
bution is roughly similar to that for livestock slaughter, but it shows an 
even higher concentration in the North Central region and relatively more 
in the Northeast. The West North Central States produced 36 percent of all 
canned meat in 1955, and the East North Central 31 percent, for a combined 
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Table 12.- Canned meat: Production of selected items under Federal 
inspection, by regions, 1955 1/ 

suantit~ 
: Hamburger, : 

Luncheon: Beef : roasted or: 
Region meat . hash :corned beef,: All other Total 

and meat 
and 5ra!l 

:1,000 lb. 1,000 lb. 1,000 lb. 1,000 lb. 1,000 lb. 

North Atlantic 1,958 3,960 10,724 236,267 252,909 
East North Central 81,946 49,854 5,161 307,101 444,062 
West North Central 192,974 15,268 6,182 3o8,o46 522,470 
South Atlantic 835 1,532 4,143 14,032 20,542 
South Central 3,489 1,176 3,869 115,220 123,754 
Western 131 2l294 2z241 71z248 82z820 

United States 281,939 74,084 32,320 1,058,214 1,446,557 
Percent~e distribution 

Pet. Pet. Pet. Pet. Pet. 

North Atlantic 0.7 5·3 33.2 22.3 17.5 
East North Central 29.1 67-3 16.0 29.0 30·7 
West North Central 68.4 20.6 19.1 29.2 36.1 
South Atlantic -3 2.1 12.8 1.3 1.4 
South Central 1.2 1.6 12.0 10.9 8.6 
Western ·3 3·1 6.2 1·3 ~·1 

United States 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 

1/ Canned for civilian use. Excludes soup. 
Meat Inspection Branch, Agricultural Research Service. 

total of more than two-thirds the United States output. The same region 
turns . out nearly 60 percent o£ all carcass meato The North Atlantic States 
produced 17 • .5 percent of all carmed meat last year, giving that region a 
higher position for canning than for slaughter since only 10 percent of all 
meat ·is . produced there. Canned meat output in other regions is much smaller. 

Of the 227 canners o£ meat products (not counting soups) many are not 
slaughterers of livestock but processors only. Also, a number are highly 
specialized. As a consequence, regional distril::Rl.tj_on of output varies some­
what by products. The West North Central region leads in the production of 
canned luncheon meat. More beef hash is produced in the East North Central 
States than in all other regions. The New England States rank first in the 
output of hamburger, roasted or corned beef, meat and gravy. 

Data in table 12 provide data by regions for only five major products. 
Similar data for other products could not be published without disclosing 
operations of individual canners. 
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TRENDS IN FEDERALLY INSPECTED, NONINSPECTED, AND FARM SLAUGHI'ER 

Over many years, slaughter of livestock on farms has decreased a 
great deal relative to that in commercial establishments. Of total com­
mercial slaughter, noninspected slaughter of cattle and sheep has declined 
relative to inspected slaughter, that of hogs has held its own, while that 
of calves first declined then gained. In the past year's expansion of 
slaughter, however, noninspected has generally lagged behind inspected 
slaughter. 

Noninspected firms still account for 40 percent of commercial slaughter 
of calves and 26 percent of cattle, but only 17 to 18 percent of hogs and 
11 percent of sheep and lambs (tables 13-16). 

Farm Slaughter Relatively Largest for Hogs 

Slaughter of hogs on farms once exceeded 16 million head a year, and 
was 25 percent of total slaughter. Except for brief recoveries during 
mid-depression and the war, it has dropped steadily to last year's 
6,842,000 head. !/ This was 8.4 percent of the total. Farm slaughter 
has never been as important for cattle as for hogs, but it has held up 
better. Locker plants, which developed fast during the 1930's, gave it a 
lift, and home freezers have done the same since the war. With declining 
cattle prices an added factor, farm slaughter of cattle bas increased a 
little since 1951. Last year's nun:i:>er was 3.2 percent of the total. 

Slaughter of calves on farras has held up well the last 5 years, but 
is less than half the kill of years ago. About the same is true for 
sheep and lambs. Farra slaughter of calves is less than 4 percent of 
total slaughter, and of sheep and lambs, 2 percent. 

Noninspected Slaughter Gained During Price Control 

The livestock slaughtering industry has long included a great number 
of firms, including local slaughterers and individual bltchers, that do 
not ship their product across State lines and do not receive Federal 
inspection. During the 1910's and 1929's their volume of slaughter was 
virtually stable. Development of locker plants, which brought added 
local facilities for slaughter and for private cold storage of meat, 
aided a later growth of noninspected slaughter, especially for cattle 
and calves. During the war, transfer of many plants to Federal inspection 
under the Fulmer Act reduced the proportion of noninspected slaughter and 
stepped up that for inspected slaughter, which reached highs in 1944o 
But about 1945, slaughter in the small noninspected plants increased 

1/ "Farra. slaughter" is that by or for farmers, whether done on the farm 
or-not. 
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Table 13.- Number of cattle slaughtered b;y clasl!l of slaughter, with 

percmtage distribution, United States, 1907 to date 

Number of head slaughtered Percentage of 1Percentage of com-
total slaughter 1mercial slaughter . 

Commercial. I Commercial I 

I I I :Farm ~Federal]Jr~ Year s Total : Federally 1 : Fann =Federally1 Other 
: Total 1ins cted 1/1 Other : :in cted 1 Other 1inspected: 

,I • pe - • • : epe : . ' . : 1,ooo 1,ooo !,ooo t,ooo t,ooo Per- Per- Per- Per- Per-
: head head head head head cent cent cent cent cent 
: 

1907 : 13,886 12,486 7,633 4,853 1,400 55.0 34.9 10.1 61.1 38.9 
1908 : 13,569 12,169 7,279 4,890 1,400 53.6 36.1 10.3 59.8 40.2 
1909 : 14,135 12,726 7,71h 5,012 1,409 54.6 35.4 10.0 60.6 39.4 
1910 : 14,140 12,740 7,808 4,932 1,400 55.2 34.9 9.9 61.3 38.7 
1911 I 13,817 12,442 7,619 4,823 1,375 55.1 34.9 10.0 61.2 38.8 
1912 : 13,386 12,036 7,253 4,783 1,350 54.2 35.7 10.1 6o.J 39.7 
1913 : 12,939 11,639 6,978 4,661 1,300 53.9 36.0 10.1 60.0 40.0 
1914 : 12,676 11,401 6, 7'57 4,644 1,275 53.3 36.6 10.1 59.3 40.7 
1915 : 12,901 11,726 7,153 4,573 1,175 55.5 35.4 9.1 6~.0 39.0 
1916 : 13,793 12,668 8,310 h,358 1,125 60.2 31.6 8.2 65.6 34.4 
1917 : 15,741 14,666 10,.350 4,.316 1,075 65.8 27.4 6.8 70.6 29.4 
1918 : 17,09.3 16,04.3 11,829 4,214 1,050 69.2 24.7 6.1 73.7 26.3 
1919 : 15,027 14,077 101D91 .3,986 950 67.2 26.5 6.3 71.7 28.3 
1920 : 13,470 12,520 8,609 3,911 950 63.9 29.0 7.1 68.8 31.2 
1921 : 12,428 11,478 7,608 3,870 950 61.2 31.1 7.7 66.3 .33.7 
1922 : 1.3,706 12,756 8,678 4,078 950 63.3 29.8 6.9 68.0 32.0 
192.3 : 14,28.3 13,383 9,163 4,220 900 64.2 29.5 6.3 68.5 .31.5 
1924 : 14,750 13,917 9,593 4,324 833 65.0 29.3 5.7 68.9 3~.1 
1925 I 14,704 13,975 9,853 4,122 729 67.0 28.0 5.0 70.5 29.5 
1926 : 14,781 14,132 10,180 3,952 649 68.9 26.7 4.4 72.0 28.0 
1927 : 1.3,413 12,820 9,520 3,.300 593 n.o 24.6 4.4 74·3 25.7 
1928 : 12,028 11,544 8,467 3,077 484 70.4 25.6 4.0 73.3 26.7 
1929 : 12,038 11,578 8,324 .3,254 b60 69.2 27.0 3.8 71.9 28.1 
1930 : 12,056 11,569 8,170 3,399 487 67.8 28.2 4.0 70.6 29.4 
1931 : 12,096 11,576 8,108 3,468 520 67.0 28.7 4.3 70.0 30.0 
1932 : 11,980 11,263 7,625 3,638 717 63.6 30.4 6.0 67.7 32.) 
1933 : 13,107 12,317 8,655 .3,662 790 66.0 27.9 6.1 70 • .3 29.7 
1934 ¥; : 19,509 18,o81 13,277 5,404 828 68.1 27.7 4.2 71.1 28.9 
1935 f; : 14,805 14,173 9,853 4,320 632 66.6 29.1 4 • .3 69.5 .30.5 
1936 I : 15,901 15,288 10,976 4,312 61) 69.0 27.1 3.9 71.8 28.2 
1937 - : 15,254 14,684 10,070 4,6J.4 570 66.0 30.3 3.7 68.6 31.4 
1938 : J.4,822 14,253 9,776 4,477 569 66.0 .30.2 3.8 68.6 )1.4 
1939 : 14,621 14,050 9,446 4,604 571 64.6 31.5 3.9 67.2 32.8 
1940 : 14,958 14,387 9,743 4,644 571 65.1 3~.1 3.8 67.7 32.3 
1941 : l6,h19 15,848 10,9.32 4,916 571 66.6 29.9 3.5 69.0 31.0 
1942 : 18,033 17,387 12,.340 5,047 646 68.4 28.0 3.6 n.o 29.0 
1943 : 17,845 17,137 11,721 5,416 708 65.7 30.4 3.9 68.4 31.6 
1944 : 19,844 18,990 13,955 5,035 854 70.3 35.1l 4.3 '73.5 26.5 
194.5 : 21,694 20,775 14,531 6,244 919 67.0 28.8 4.2 69.9 30.1 
19b6 : 19,824 18,881 11,402 7,479 943 57.5 37.7 4.8 60.4 39.6 
1947 : 22,404 21,533 15,524 6,009 871 69.3 26.8 3.9 72.1 27.9 
1948 : 19,177 18,386 12,994 5,392 791 67.8 28.1 4.1 70.7 29.3 
1949 : 18,765 18,01) 13,222 4,791 752 70o5 25.5 4.0 73.4 26.6 
1950 : 18,6J.4 17,901 13,10.3 4,798 713 70.4 25.8 3.8 73.2 26.8 
1951 : 17,084 16,376 11,879 4,497 708 69.5 26.3 4.2 72.5 27.5 
1952 I 18,625 17,856 13,165 4,691 769 70.7 25.2 4.1 73.7 26.3 
1953 : 24,465 23,605 17,629 5,976 860 72.1 24.4 3 • .5 74.7 25.) 
1954 : 25,889 25,017 18,476 6,$41 872 71.3 25 • .3 3., .. 73.9 26.1 
,1955 : 26,58.3 25,722 19,055 6,667 861 11·1 2$.1 3.2 74.1 25.9 
1956 : 

Y Elccludas slaughter in Hawaii and Virgin Islands beginning 1940. Includes slaughter in war-
duration or "Fulmer" plants 1942-46 representing an increase in the number of federally inspected 
slaughter plants. 
Y Includes slaughter for Clovemment accomt. 
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Table 14.- Number of calves slaughtered by class of slau{hter, 
with percentage distribution, United States .. 1907 to da e 

Number of head slaughtered 
Percentage of =Percentage ot com-

total slaughter l i . :mere al slaughter 
Year I Commercial Commercial I l 

l I : tFederallyl 
I Total . : Federally : : Farm 1Federally1 : Farm 1inspected1 Other . 

: Total :inspected !/: Other : :inspected1 Other : : 
: : : ; I 

1,000 1,000 l.tOOO 1 .. ooo 1,000 ·rer- Per- Per- Per .. Per-
head head head head head cent cent cent cent cent 

1907 6,395 5,395 2,024 3,371 1,000 31.7 52.7 15.6 37.5 62.5 
1908 6,546 5,496 1,958 3,538 1,050 29.9 54.1 16.0 35.6 64.4 
1909 6,864 5,732 2,189 3,543 1,132 31.9 5)..6 16.$ 38.2 61.8 
1910 6 .. 917 5,817 2,238 3,579 1,100 .32.4 51.7 15.9 38.5 61.5 
1911 6,855 5,755 2,184 3,571 1,100 .31.9 52.1 16.0 37.9 62.1 
1912 6,828 5,778 2,278 3,$00 1,050 .3.3.4 51.2 15.4 39.4 60.6 
1913 6,305 5,.305 1,902 3 ,40.3 1,000 .30.2 54.0 15.8 35.9 64.1 
1914 5,927 4,952 1,697 3,255 975 28.6 54.9 16..5 34 • .3 65.7 
1915 6,054 5,079 1,819 .3,260 975 .30.1 53.8 16.1 35.8 64.2 
1916 6,628 5,65.3 2,.367 .3 ,286 975 .35. 7 49.6 14.7 41.9 58.1 
1917 7,.372 6,.397 .3,143 3,254 975 42.6 44.2 13.2 49.1 .50.9 
1918 7,485 6,535 3,456 3,079 950 L6.2 41.1 12.7 52.9 47.1 
1919 8,201 7,251 3,969 .3,282 950 48.4 40.0 11.6 54.7 45.3 
1920 8,481 7,556 4,058 3,498 925 47.8 41.3 10.9 5.3.7 L6.3 
1921 8,.394 7,469 3,808 3,661 925 45.4 43.6 11.0 5loO 49.0 
1922 8,8.32 7,932 4,182 3,750 900 47 • .3 42.5 10.2 52.7 47 • .3 
1923 9,327 8,427 4,500 3,927 900 48 • .3 42.1 9.6 53.4 46.6 
1924 9,804 8,971 4,9.35 4,036 83.3 50.3 41.2 8.5 55.0 45.0 
1925 9,936 9,131 5,353 3,778 805 5.3.9 38.0 8.1 58.6 41.4 
1926 9,354 8,575 5,153 3,422 779 55.1 36.6 8.3 60.1 39.9 
1927 8,478 7,743 4,876 2,867 735 57.5 33.8 8.7 6.3.0 37.0 
1928 7,651 6,997 4,68o 2,317 654 61.2 .30.3 8.5 66.9 33ol 
1929 7,406 6,779 4,489 2,290 627 6o.6 30.9 8..5 66.2 33.8 
1930 : 7,761 7,084 4,595 2,489 677 59.2 32.1 8.7 64.9 35.1 
1931 8,057 7,302 4,717 2,585 755 58.5 .32.1 9.4 64.6 35.4 
19.32 : 7,970 7,178 4,492 2,686 792 56.4 33.7 9.9 62.6 37.4 
1933 : 8,564 7,722 4,907 2,815 842 57.3 32.9 9.8 63.5 36.!5 
1934 ~: 11,759 10,774 7,455 .3,319 985 6.3.4 28.2 8.4 69.2 30.8 
1935 f;= 9,6.32 8,766 5,718 3,048 866 59.4 31.6 9.0 65.2 34.8 
1936 y: 10,008 9,120 6,070 3,050 888 6o.6 .30.5 8.9 66.6 33.4 
1937 : 10,304 9,519 6,281 3,238 785 61.0 31o4 7.6 66.0 34o0 
19.38 : 9,306 8,581 5,492 3,089 725 59.0 33.2 7.8 64.0 36.0 
19.39 9,191 8,436 5,264 3,172 755 57.3 34.5 8.2 62.4 37.6 
1940 9,089 8,361 5,358 3,003 728 59.0 33.0 8.0 64.1 35.9 
1941 9,252 8,568 5,461 3,107 684 59.0 33.6 7.4 63.7 )6 • .3 
1942 9,718 9,077 5,760 3,317 641 59.3 34.1 6.6 6.3.5 36.5 
1943 : 9,940 9,.320 5,209 4,lll 620 52.4 41.4 6.2 55.9 44.1 
194h : 14,242 1.3,518 7,769 5,749 724 54.5 40.4 5.1 57.5 42.5 
1945 : 13,657 12,904 7,020 5,884 753 51.4 43.1 5.5 54.4 45.6 
19L6 : 12,176 11,410 5,841 5,569 766 48.0 45.7 6 • .3 51.2 48.8 
1947 : 13,726 13,01.3 7,9.3.3 5,080 713 57.8 37.0 5o2 61.0 39.0 
1948 : 12,378 11,767 6,907 4,86o 611 55.8 .39.3 4.9 58.7 41 • .3 
1949 : 11,398 10,828 6,449 4,379 570 56.6 38.4 5.0 59.6 40.4 
1950 : 10,501 9,973 5,850 4,123 528 55.7 39.3 5.0 58.7 41.3 
1951 : 8,902 8,418 4,985 .3,433 484 56.0 38.6 5.4 59.2 40.8 
1952 : 9,388 8,894 5,294 3,600 494 56.4 38.3 5.3 59.5 40.5 
1953 : 12,200 n,668 7,013 4,655 532 57.5 38.1 4.4 60.1 .39.9 
1954 : 13,270 12,746 7,57.3 5,173 524 57.1 39o0 ·3.9 59.4 40.6 
1955 : 12,866 12,377 7,499 4,878 489 58.3 37.9 3.8 60.6 39.4 

: ,.. 
I 

!/ Excludes slaughter in Hawaii and Virgin Islands beginning 1940. Includes slaughter in war-
duration or "Fulmer" plants 1942-46 representing an increase in the number or federally inspected 
sl~hter plants. 

2 Includes slaughter f'or Government account. 
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Table 15.- Number of hogs slaughtered by class of slFo.ughter, 
with percentage distribltion, United States, 1907 to date 

Number of head s1auglrtered 
Percentage ct 1Percentage of com-

total slaughter I 

I 1mercia.L slaughter 

Year I Co111Dl8rcial I Co1111118roial I I 

I I I 1Federally1 
1 Total I 1 Federally 1 1 Farm 1Federally1 : Farm : : Other 

: Total :in cted !/' Other r : : Other 1inspected: 
: l ape I I 1inspected1 

, 1,ooo I,ooo 1,000 1,000 I,ooo Per- Per- Per- Per- Per-
: head head head head head cent cent cent cent cent 
: 

1907 : 56,527 41,227 32,885 8,342 15,300 58.2 14.7 27.1 79.8 20.2 
1908 I 6),46) 47,86) )8,643 9,220 15,600 60.9 14.5 24.6 80.7 19 • .3 
1909 I 54,986 39,6ll )1,395 8,216 15,375 57.1 14.9 28.o 79.3 20.7 
1910 : 48,215 33,415 26,014 71 b01 14,800 54.0 15.3 )0.7 77.9 22.1 
1911 : 57,ooo 42,669 34,1.33 8,536 14,.331 59.9 15.0 25.1 8o.o 20.0 
1912 : 55,500 41,440 33,05.3 8,.387 14,06o 59.6 15.1 25 • .3 79.8 20.2 
1913 : 57,000 42,764 .34,199 8,565 14,236 6o.o 15.0 25.0 8o.o 20.0 
1914 I 55,000 40,858 32,532 8,326 14,142 59.2 15.1 25.7 79.6 20.4 
1915 : 62,000 47,064 )8,.381 8,68.3 14,936 61.9 14.0 24.1 81.6 1H.4 
1916 : 67,000 51,905 43,084 8,821 15,095 64 • .3 1.3.2 22.5 83.0 17.0 
1917 I 56,500 41,126 33,910 7,216 15,.374 6o.o 12.8 27.2 82.5 17.5 
1918 I 65,100 48,761 41,214 7,547 16,.339 6.3 • .3 u.6 25.1 84.5 15.5 
1919 : 65,795 48,991 41,812 7,179 16,804 63.6 10.9 25.5 85 • .3 14.7 
1920 : 61,502 44,8o6 )8,019 6,787 16,696 61.8 n.o 27.2 84.9 15.1 
1921 : 61,818 45,937 .38,982 6,955 15,881 63.0 ll • .3 25.7 84.9 15o1 
1922 I 66,201 50,998 43,114 7,884 15,20.3 65.1 ll.9 23.0 84.5 15.5 
1923 : 77,508 62,8o8 .5.3,.3.34 9,474 14,700 68.8 12.2 19.0 84.9 15.1 
1924 : 76,809 62,314 52,873 9,441 14,495 68.8 12 • .3 18.9 84.8 1.5o2 
1925 I 65,,508 51,284 4.3,04.3 8,2Ll 14,224 65.7 12.6 21.7 83.9 16.1 
1926 I 62,!)8,5 48,674 40,636 8,038 13,9ll 64.9 12.9 22.2 83.5 16.$ 
1927 : 66,195 52,340 4.3,6.33 8,707 1.3,855 65.9 1.3.2 20.9 83.4 16.6 
1928 : 72,889 59,294 49,795 9,499 13,595 68 • .3 1.3.0 18.7 H4.0 16.0 
1929 I 71,012 57,759 48,445 9,314 13,25.3 6H.2 13.1 18.7 83.9 16.1 
1930 I 67,272 53,7.32 44,266 9,466 13,540 65.8 14.1 20.1 82o4 17.6 
1931 : 69,233 54,895 44,772 10,12.3 14,338 64.7 14.6 20.7 81.6 18.4 
1932 : 71,425 55,845 45,245 10,600 15,580 63.4 14.8 21.8 8.l.O 19.0 
1933 y : 79,681 64,4.37 53,637 10,800 15,244 67.3 13.6 19.1 83.2 16.8 
1934 : 68,760 53,650 43,876 9,774 15,UO 63.8 14.2 22.0 81o8 16.2 
1935 I 46,011 32,663 26,057 6,606 13,348 56.6 14.4 29.0 79.8 20.2 
1936 : 58,730 44,435 36,055 8,380 14,29.5 61.4 14 • .3 24 • .3 81.1 18.9 
1937 I !)), 715 40,382 31,642 8,740 13,333 58.9 16.3 24.8 78.4 21.6 
1938 : 58,927 45,6o2 36,186 9,416 13,.325 61.4 16.0 22.6 79.4 20o6 
1939 : 66,561 .52,581 41,368 ll,213 13,98o 62.2 16.8 21.0 78.7 21 • .3 
1940 : 77,610 63,455 50,)98 13,057 14,155 65.0 16.8 18.2 79.4 20.6 
1941 : 71,397 58,6o8 46,-520 12,088 12,789 65.2 16.9 17.9 79.4 20.6 
1942 I 78,547 66,014 5.3,897 12,177 12,53.3 68.6 15.4 16.0 81.6 1H.4 
1943 I 95,226 81,210 63,431 17,779 14,016 66.6 18.7 14.7 78.1 21.9 
1944 : 98,066 84,517 69,017 15,500 13,551 70.4 15.8 13.8 81.7 18 • .3 
1945 : 71,891 58,26o 40,960 17,300 13,631 57.0 24.1 18.9 70o) 29.7 
1946 I 76,115 62,394 44,394 18,000 13,721 58 • .3 23.7 18.0 71.2 26.8 
1947 I 74,001 61,929 49,116 12,81.3 12,072 66.4 17 • .3 16 • .3 19.3 20.7 
1948 : 70,869 59,669 47,615 12,054 ll,200 67.2 17.0 15.8 79.6 20.2 
1949 : 74,997 64,761 53,0.32 ll,729 10,236 70.7 15.6 13.7 81.9 18.1 
1950 I 79,26,3 69,543 56,964 12,.579 9,720 11.8 15.9 12.3 81.9 18.1 
1951 : 85,540 76,061 62,054 14,007 9,479 72.5 16.4 ll.1 81.,6 18.4 1952 : 86,.572 77,690 62,451 15,239 6,882 72.1 17.6 10 • .3 80.4 19.6 
1953 : 74,368 66,913 .53,813 13,100 7,4.55 72.4 17.6 10.0 80.4 19.6 
1954 I 71,495 64,827 52,894 ll,933 6,668 74.0 16.7 9.3 81.6 18.4 
p55 I 81,0,58 74,216 61,.370 12,846 6,842 7.5o7 15.9 8.4 82.7 17 • .3 

l 

l 

Y Excludes daughter in Hawaii and Virgin Islands beginning 1940. Includes slaughter in war-
~ation or "Fulmer" plants 1942-46 representing an increase in the number of federally inspected 
s lfhter plants. 

2 Includes slaughter for Government account. 
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Table 16.- Number of sheep and lambs slaughtered by class of slaughter, with percentage 

distribution, United States, 1907 to date 

Number of head slaughtered 
Percentage of :Percentage of com~ 

total slaughter 1mercial slaughtel' 
Year Commercial Commercial I 

I I I 2Federal1yt 
1 Total 2 : Federally' I : Farm 1Federa.lly1 I Farm 2inspected' Other 

1 Total :i t d 1/ Other : ;inspected~ Other I : 
.: • nspec e • • : . - . . : 1,ooo 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,060 Per- Per- Per- Per- Per--
: head head head head head cent cent cent cent cent -

1907 : 13,799 13,221 10,2.5'2 2,969 578 74.3 21.5 4.2 77.5 22.5 
1908 : 14,200 13,6ll 10,305 3,306 589 72.6 23.3 4.1 75.7 24.3 
1909 : 15,464 14,917 11,343 3,574 547 73~4 23.1 3.5 76.0 24.o 
1910 : 15,332 14,802 n,4o8 3,394 530 74.4 22.1 3.5 77o1 22.9 
19ll : 18,177 17,667 14,020 3,647 510 77.1 20.1 2.8 79.4 20.6 
1912 : 19,131 18,661 14,979 3,682 470 78.3 19.2 2.5 80o.3 19.7 
191.3 : 18,375 17,905 14,406 3,499 470 78.4 19.0 2.6 80.5 19.5 
1914 : 18,035 17,565 14,229 3,336 470 78.9 18.5 2.6 81.0 19.0 
1915 : 15,576 15,106 12,212 2,894 470 78.4 18.6 3.0 80.8 19.2 
1916 : 15,160 14,690 ll,941 2,749 470 78.8 18.1 3.1 81 • .3 18.7 
1917 : 12~28 11,658 9,345 2,31.3 470 77.0 19.1 3o9 80.2 19.8 
1918 : 13,,220 12,745 10,320 2,425 475 78.1 18.3 3.6 81.0 19.0 
1919 : 15,784 15,304 12,691 2,61.3 480 80.4 16.6 3.0 82.9 17.1 
1920 : 13,984 13,h94 10,982 ·2,512 490 78.5 18.0 3.5 81.4 18.6 
1921 : 16,742 16,252 13,005 3,247 490 77o7 19.4 2.9 8o.o 20.0 
1922 : 14,373 13,863 10,929 2,934 510 76.0 20.4 3.6 78.8 21.2 
1923 : 15,146 14,631 11,529 3,102 515 76.1 20.5 3.4 78.8 21.2 
1924 : 15,578 1)1 03!) ll,991 3,044 543 77.0 19.5 3.5 79.8 20.2 
1925 : 15,430 14,922 12,001 2,921 !)08 77.8 18.9 3 • .3 80.4 19.6 
1926 : 16,444 1),932 12,961 2,971 512 78.8 18.1 .3.1 81.4 18.6 
1927 : 16,11.3 1!),625 12,88.3 2,742 488 8o.o 17.0 3.0 82.5 17.5 
1928 : 17,076 16,594 13,488 3,106 482 79.0 18.2 2.8 81 • .3 18.7 
1929 : 17,483 17,020 14,023 2,997 46.3 80.2 17.1 2.7 82.4 17o6 
1930 : 21,125 20,651 16,697 3,954 474 79.1 18.7 2.2 80.9 19o1 
1931 : 23,13.3 22,542 18,071 4,471 591 78.1 19.3 2.6 80.2 19.8 
1932 : 23,043 22,319 17,899 4,420 724 77.7 19.2 3.1 80.2 19.8 
19.3.3 : 21,83.3 21,067 17,354 3,71.3 766 79.5 17.0 3.5 82.4 17.6 
1934 y : 21,784 20,994 17,411 3,583 790 79o9 16.5 3.6 82.9 17.1 
19.35 : 22,000 21,.320 17,644 .3,676 680 80.2 16.7 .3.1 82.8 17.2 
1936 : 21,!)55 20,918 17,216 3,702 637 79.9 17.2 2.9 82oJ 17.7 
19.37 : 21,455 20,857 17,270 3,587 598 80.5 16.7 2.8 82.8 17.2 
19.38 : 22,423 21,81.3 18,060 .3,75.3 610 80.6 16.7 2.7 82.8 17.2 
19.39 : 21,614 21,017 17,241 .3,776 597 79.8 17.5 2o7 82.0 18.0 
1940 : 21,571 21,000 17,349 .3,6!)1 571 80.4 16.9 2.7 82.6 17.4 
1941 22,.309 21,727 18,122 .3,605 !)82 81.2 16.2 2.6 8.3.4 16o6 
1942 2!),!)85 25,007 21,624 .3,383 578 84.5 1.3.2 2 • .3 86.5 13.5 
1943 27,073 26,497 23,.36.3 .3,134 57§ 86 • .3 n.6 2.1 88.2 11.8 
1944 25,.355 24,793 21,875 2,918 562 86.3 us 2.2 88.2 n.B 
1945 24,6.39 24,068 21,218 2,8!)0 571 86.1 n.6 2.3 88.2 n.a 
1946 : 22,788 22,2.34 19,884 2,350 554 87 • .3 10 • .3 2.4 89.4 10.6 
1947 : 18,706 18,207 16,667 1,540 499 89.1 8.2 2.7 91.5 8.5 
1948 : 17,371 16,897 15,.343 1,554 474 88.3 9.0 2.7 90.8 9.2 
1949 : 13,780 1.3.,376 12,1.36 1,240 404 88.1 9.0 2.9 90.7 9.3 
1950 : 13,244 12,852 ll,739 l,ll3 392 88.6 8.4 3.0 91.3 8.7 
1951 : n,416 ll,075 10,0!)6 1,019 341 88.1 8.9 3.0 90.8 9.2 
1952 : 14,304 13,962 12,694 1,268 342 88.7 8.9 2.4 90.9 9.1 
1953 : 16,:321 15,967 14,28.3 1,684 .354 87.5 10.3 2.2 89.5 10.5 
1954 : 16,2!)5 1),920 14,148 1,772 .335 87.0 10.9 2.1 88.9 u.1 
1955 : 16,553 16,215 14,383 1,832 3.38 86.9 llo1 2.0 88.7 n.J 

I 

"!/ Excludes slaughter in Hawaii and Virgin Islands beginning 1940. Includes slaughter in war• 
duration or "Fulmer" plants 1942-46 representing an increase in the number of federally inspected 
sl~hter plants. 

2 Includes slaughter for Government account. 
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considerably. It dropped after price control was discontinued in 1946, 
only to recover, relatively, during the 195.1-52 period when price control 
was again in effect. In the last few years noninspected slaughter has 
tended to decline relatively. These trends apply especially to cattle 
and hogs. They are less applicable to calves and sheepo 

Over a great many years, slaughter in the smaller, noninspected firms 
has lost volume relative to inspected slaughter for cattle, decreasing 
from about 40 percent to 26 percent of the cormnercial total; and for sheep 
and lambs, falling from more than 20 percent to 11 percent. It has 
fluctuated above and below 20 percent for hogs, without definite trend. 
For calves noninspected slaughter dropped from more than 6o to about 
35 percent of the commercial total by the nd.d-thirties, but has since 
advanced to about 40 percent. 

Noninspected Cattle and Hog Slaughter Lags in Past Year 

In 1955, when slaughter of cattle and hogs under inspection increased, 
slaughter in plants not under inspection rose less rapidly. It lagged 
noticeably late in the year, a time of very large slaughter of both cattle 
and hogs. It has continued to' lag in 1956. In the first 5 100nths of 
1956, inspected slaughter of cattle was up 8 percent from :1955 blt nonin­
spected was about the same. Inspected slaughter of hogs was 20 percent 
greater than last year, while noninspected numbers increased only 
4 percent. 

Noninspected slaughter has traditionally been roore stable from year 
to year than has slaughter under Federal inspection, except during 
certain emergency periods. Apparently the smaller slaughterers are less 
responsive to sudden changes in supplies and prices of livestock than 
are the larger firms operating under inspection. 

Pro ba.ble Future Trends 

Slaughter of livestock on farms will probably continue to decrease, 
if only because the number of farms and the number of people on them 
steadily go down. 

Several current and prospecthre developments will bear on future 
trends in noninspected slaughter. As noted previously, relative trends in 
inspected and noninspected slaughter have varied by species ot livestock, 
though in total there has been a slow trend toward the inspected segment. 
Ihubtless some changes have taken place within each category, as within 
noninspected slaughter many butchers and local slaughterers have given 
way to the larger, wholesale type of establishment. Of relevance to 
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future trends in noninspected slaughter are the current differencea of 
opinion w:l. th respect to Federal grading of meat, since Federal grades are 
u~ considered more directly helpful to smaller than to larger packers. 
The larger firms can probably establish their own brands for fresh meat 
in lieu of grades more readily than can the smaller ones. 

But developments in processing of meat may have more bearing on the 
relative position of inspected and noninspected slaughterers. Selling by 
established private brand names is much more adapted to processed than to 
fresh meats. Past increases in processing - in canned meats, which ha'fe 
expanded by four times since prewar, and in processed sausages and other 
items -- have probab~ favored the larger, federally inspected packers 
to some degree. Several new advances now under stuctr involve new forms 
of processing. These include irradiation and quick freezing. Both would 
permit fabrication of cuts at the packing plant, reduce perishability, 
and facilitate sale b.r private brands. These developments, if successfUl, 
would doubtless realign competitive relationships between large and small 
slauglrterers o 

The Livestock and Meat Situation is published six times 
a year. Release dates ~the rest of 1956 are August 17 and. 
November 15o 



- 29-

Selected Pl"ice atatiBtica far •at BlliMl.a 

Item 

Cattle and calves 
Beef steers, slaughter 

Chicago, Prime ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Choice ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Good •••••••••••~••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Commercial •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• • 
Utility •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

All grades ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Omaha, all grades •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Sioux City, all grades ••••••••••••••••••••• 

Caws, Chicago 
Commercial ••••• • ........................... ·• 
Utility ••••••••• •. •,. ....................... . 
Canner and Cutter •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Vealers, Choice and Prime, Chicago ••••••••••• 
Stocker aud feeder steers, Kansas City!/ .... 
Price received b,r farmers 

Beef cattle •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Calva& ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Hogs 
Barrows and gilts 

Chicago 
16Q-180 pounds ••••••••••••••••••••··~·••• 
180-200 pounds •••••••••••••·••••••••••••• 
200-220 pounds ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
220-240 pounds ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
24D-270 pounds ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
27o-300 pounds ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

All weights •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
8 markets ·JV ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Sow, Chicago ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• , •••• 
Price received b,y far.mers •••••••••••••••••••• 
Hog-corn price ratio 2/ 

Chicago, barrows and gilts ••••••••••••••• 
Price received by farmers, all hogs •••••• 

Sheep and lambs 
Sheep 

Slaughter ewes, Good and Choice, Chicago ... 
Price received by farmers •••••••••••••••••• 

Lambs 
Slaughter, Choice and Prime, Chicago , , ,.,,,,., 
Feeding, Good and Choice, Omaha •••••••••••• 
Price received b,y farmers •••••••••••••••••• 

All meat animals 
Index number price received b,r farmers 

(1910.14•100) •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Meat 
Wholesale, Chicago 

Steer beef carcass, Choice, 5oo-600 pounds 
Lamb carcass, Choice, 40-50 pounds ••••••••• 
Composite hog products: 

Including lard 
71,90 pounds fresh ••••••••••••••••••••• 

Average per 100 pounds ••••••••••••••• 
11.01 pounds fresh and cured ••••••••••• 

Average per 100 pounds •••••••••••·••• 
Rltcluding lard 

55,99 pounds fresh and cured ••••••••••• 
Average per 100 pounds ••••••••••••••• 

Retail, United States average 
Beer, Choice grade ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Pork, excludin~ lard ••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Index number meat prices (BLS) 
Wholesale (1947-49•100) •••••••••••••••••••· 
Retail (1947-49-100) 6J' •••••••••••••••••••• 

Unit 

Dollars per 
100 poUDds 

do. 
d?o 
do. 
do, 
do. 
do. 
do, 

do. 
do, 
do. 
do. 
do, 

do, 
do. 

do. 
do, 
do, 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do, 
do, 
do. 

do, 
do, 

do. 
do, 

do. 
do, 
do. 

Dollars per 
100 pounds 

do. 

Doll83:'S 
do. 
do. 
do. 

do. 
:to. 

Cents 
per pound 

do. 

May 

25.65 
23.09 
20.66 
17.65 
15.10 
22.18 
20.91 
20.90 

14.02 
12.39 
10.73 
25.12 
20.01 

16.30 
17.10 

17.09 
18.13 
18.08 
17.83 
17.14 
16.47 
17.2h 
17.21 
13.80 
16.ho 

11.6 
11.7 

5o9h 
5.93 

20.28 

18.hO 

260 

38.22 
ho.61 

19,l,J. 
27.30 
22.91 
32.26 

20,58 
36.76 

67.2 
h9.) 

I 8h.l 
I 101.4 

June 

24.15 
22.63 
20.I:h 
17.22 
lh.6h 
22.15 
20.75 
20.88 

14.08 
12.51 
10.91 
22.67 
19.03 

16.ho 
17.30 

18.76 
20.24 
20.2h 
19.97 
19.11 
18.19 
19.51 
19.60 
15.20 
17.70 

13.2 
12.6 

5.26 
5,77 

2h.lh 

19.90 

271 

37.63 
h9.00 

21.11 
29.36 
24.69 
34.77 

22.44 
ho.o8 

67.5 
51.5 

90.2 
103.3 

April 

23.51 
20.56 
18.3h 
15.83 
14~20 
19.87 
18.66 
18.93 

13.37 
12.12 
10.80 
24.18 
17.81 

15.00 
16.80 

14.12 
15.16 
15.hh 
15.h3 
15.16 
lh.67 
15.13 
15.01 
12o8h 
14.30 

lO.h 
10.8 

7oh5 
6.28 

21.28 
17.25 
18.20 

237 

33.86 
ho.5h 

17.32 
2h.09 
20.46 
28.81 

16.15 
32.h2 

61.1: 
hh.5 

76.6 
9).6 

t 
May 

22.82 
20.70 
18.78 
15.99 
lh.39 
20.12 
19.0h 
19.16 

13.h8 
12.19 
10.96 
2h.27 
17.68 

15.ho 
17.30 

15.62 
16.59 
16.81 
16.76 
l6.h4 
16.12 
16.)6 
16.31 
13.73 
15.50 

10.7 
11.2 

h/5.24 
- 6.00 

h/23.eo 
- 20o00 

21.50 

251 

3h.27 
48.50 

18,41J 
25.65 
21.76 
30.6L 

19.30 
34oh7 

62.6 
h5.6 

79.6 
25.5 

June 

22.29 
21.05 
19.111 
16.50 
14.81 
20.79 

19.68 

13.32 
12.23 
10.94 
20.86 
17.02 

15.60 
16.70 

15.79 
16.75 
17.00 
16.90 
16.55 
16.22 
16.73 

13.81 
15.60 

11.0 

h.4l 
5.60 

2$.27 
19.55 
20.80 

252 

35.52 
~/SOo72 

~ Average all weights and grades, 

~~ Chicago, st. Louis H. s. Y., Kansas City, Qaaha1 Sioux City, s. St. Joseph, 
Humber W.hels of corn equivalent in value to 100 JI(IU1lds of live hogs. 
Shorn., 

S, St. Paul, and Indianapolis. 

?./ h5-55 pounds. 
§/ InclUdes beef and veal, pork, leg of l&llb and other meats. 
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Selected IIAl'ket:LDg, slaughter u4 atocka atatiatica for meat animals 8114 •ats 

I tea UDit 

Meat e.n1mal marketiDga 
IDdex DUmber (1935-39•100) ••••••••••••• : 

Stocker aDd feeder shipments to 
9 Corn Belt States 11 000 

Cattle aod ealvea •••••••••••••••••••• : bead 
Sheep aDd. lambe • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • do. 

Slaughter UDder Federal iDapection 
!lumber slaughtered 

Cattle .•••••••••••••.•.•••••••••••••• : do. 
Steers .• , ...••••••••••••.•••••••••• : do. 
Deiters .•••.•••.••••••••••••••••••• : do. 
Cows ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• : do. 

Cal.vea ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• : do. 
Sheep alld l.amba •••••••••••••••••••••• : do. 
Bos• .•••••••••••••••.•••••••••••••••• : do. 

Percentage eon •••••••••••••••••••• : Percent 
Average 11 ve weight per bead 

Cattle •••••••••••••.•••.•••.••.•••••• : PouMa 
Calves ••••.••.••••••••••••••••••••••• : do. 
Sheep lllld lambs .••••••••••••••••••••• : do. 
Bogs •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• do. 

Average production 

May 

162 

236 
113 

1,560 
810 
201 
509 
588 

1,228 
4,164 

15 

961 
219 
96 

252 

Beef 1 per bead ••••••••••••••••••••••• : do. 534 
Veal, per head ••••••••••••••••••••••• : 4o. 122 
Lamb lllld autton, per bead •••••••••••• : do. 47 
Pork, per bead !/ .................... : do. 141 
Pork, per 100 poUDds live weight !/ .. : do. 56 
Iaztd, pe"r head. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • do. 38 
Iaztd, per 100 poUDds live weight ••••• : do. : 15 

Total production : Million : 
Beet ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• : po\I!Mla 8.30 
Veal .................................. : do. 71 
Lamb 8Dd mutton •••••••••••••••••••••• : do. 58 
Pork !I' .............................. : do. 587 
l..ar'd, •••••••••• • •••••••••••• • •••••• • • • I do • 156 

Total coamercial slaughter·~ 
llullber slaughtered 11000 

Cattle •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• : head. 
Cal. vee ••••••••••.•••••••••••••••••••• : do. 
Sheep 8lld. laliba •••••••••••••••••••••• : do. 
Bop •••••.•••••••••.••••••••••••••••• : do. 

Total production : Million 
Beet ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• : poUDds 
Veal. ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 1 do. 
l,amb aDd. IIU.tton •••••••••••••••••••••• : do. 
Pork "!/ .............•.............•.. : do. 
l..ar'd. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • : do • 

Cold storage stocks first of month 
Beet .................................... c do. 
Veal. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • do. 
Lamb 8Dd. IILltton •••••••••••••••••••••••• : do. 
Pork ••••••••••••••••••••••.•••••••••••• : do. 

Total ~~eat aDd ~~eat products J/ ........ : do. 

2,102 
962 

: 1,367 
: 5,098 

1,075 
118 
64 

707 
181 

132 
12 
10 

539 

822 

Federally iDapected., IID4 other vboleaale IID4 retail. 

19$$ 

June 

140 

149 
96 

1,641 
861 
215 
518 
610 

1,205 
3, 713 

28 

960 
233 
91 

264 

534 
130 

44 
148 
56 
~9 
15 

874 
79 
53 

550 
144 

2,237 
.009 

1,366 
4,608 

1,144 
130 
60 

667 
167 

119 
11 
10 

477 

740 

April 

164 

216 
115 

1,545 
899 
227 
391 
6o4 

1,129 
5,252 

8 

1,005 
209 
99 

235 

569 
117 

48 
130 
56 
35 
15 

875 
70 
54 

682 
183 

2,068 
958 

1,272 
6,267 

1,.121 
112 

60 
813 
207 

188 
17 
10 

214 

879 

May 

169 

196 
121 

1,646 
969 
202 
439 
606 

1,063 
4,875 

14 

998 
229 

93 
240 

567 
128 

45 
134 
56 
36 
15 

929 
77 
47 

651 
174 

2,211 
951 

1,219 
5,576 

1,195 
121 
54 

778 

172 
16 

9 
$10 

861 

June 

157 
14 

8 
4$9 

786 

~ Excludes lard. 

~ Includes stocks of sausage and sausage room products, canned meats and canned meat products, and edible 
offals 1 in addition to the four meats listed. 
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Table Noo 

1 

2 

3 

4 

.5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

- 31-

List of Tab1es 

Title Page Noo 

Number of sows farrowing, pigs saved and pigs saved 5 
per litter, spring and fall pig crops, by regions, 
United States, 19.50 to date 

Number of sows farrowing and percentage distribution 6 
by IOOnths, spring season, United States, 19.50 to date 

Price per 100 pounds for selected classes of meat 9 
animals, by 100nths1 19.56 compared w.ith 19.5.5 

Number of cattle slaughtered under Federal inspection 10 
by class, United States, b,y months 19.56 compared 
with 19.5.5 

Supply and distribution of meat, United States, 13 
1950 to date 

Edible offals: Supply and distribution, United States, 1.5 
1940 to date 

Number of cattle and calves on farms, calf' crop and 16 
disposition, and live weight of farm production, 
United States, 1936 to date · 

Number of sheep and lambs on farms, lamb crop and 16 
disposition, and live weight of farm production, 
United States, 1936 to date 

Number of hogs on farms, pig crops and disposition 17 
and live weight of farm production, United States, 
1936 to date 

Live weight of marketings, cash receipts from market- 17 
ings and gross income from meat animals, by classes, 
1936 to date 

Total meat production and consumption in the 18 
United States, 1909-55 

Canned meat: Production of specified i terns under 
Federal inspection, by regions, 19.5.5 21 

Number of cattle slaughtered by class of slaughter, 23 
with percentage distribution, United States, 
1907 to date 

Number of calves slaughtered by class of slaughter, 24 
with percentage distribution, United States, 
1907 to date 

NUmber of hogs slaughtered by class of slaughter, 25 
with percentage distribution, United States, 
1907 to date 

Number of sheep and lambs slaughtered by class of 26 
slaughter, with percentage distribution, 
United States, 1907 to date 

Standard Swmnary Tables 
Selected price statistics for meat animals 29 
Selected rnarketin~slaughter and stock statistics 30 
for meat animals and meats 
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. . . . . . NOTICE 
If you no longer need this report 1 

: 
: . • 

• • check here 1 return this sheet : . • 
: 
• . 

and your name WJ.ll be dropped from 
the mailing list. 

: If your address should be changed, 

: . . 
: . • 

: write the new address on this sheet : 
: and return the whole sheet to: . . 
: : 
: Administrative Services Division (ML): 

Agricultural. Marketing Service 
: u. s. Department of Agriculture : 
: Washington 251 D. c. . . : 

Penalty for private use to avoid 
payment of postage $300 
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