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Smaller total livestock slaughter in 
prospect for 1957 reflects the smaller 
pig and calf crops of 1956. The 1956 
pig crop was down 6 percent. As a re
sult, slaughter of hogs has been smaller 
to date in 1956 than last year and will 
continue smaller until late in the year. 

The 1956 calf crop was only slightly 
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less than the 1955 crop. However, the 
inventory of cows, and of total cattle, 
also is now smaller. Consequently, 
while cattle slaughter may stay about 
as large in 1957 as in 1956, a reduc
tion is in prospect over the lonur 
future. 
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THE LIVESTOCK AND MEAT SITUATION 
- ~ - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Approved by the Outlook and Situation Board, February 28, 1957 

SUMMARY 

A 7-year expansion in the number of cattle on United States far.ms has 
ended. The 95.2 million head reported January 1, 1957 was 1.6 million 
fewer than the all-time high of the year before. 

Most of the reduction during the past year occurred in the Great Plains 
region from the Canadian border to the Gulf of Mexico and Rio Grande. Much 
of that region has been damaged by severe drought. Cattle numbers have not 
yet turned downward in either the South or the Midwest, the other two major 
cattle areas. Rates of increase, however, have slovTed in both. 

The total cow inventory, milk and beef combined, dropped by t million 
in January. It is now more than a million head below the high of two years 
ago. This points to a lower level of production and slaughter over the 
next few years. It brightens considerably the longer range outlook for 
prices to producers. 

Less improvement in price is in prospect for 1957. The inventory of 
steers is down 4 percent from the very high number of a year ago, and 
beef calves are down 1 percent. The number of cattle on feed, however, was 
up 4 percent in January. Slaughter of young stock in 1957 may be almost as 
great as last year. Marketings of cows from drought areas became especially 
large beginning last October. Unless drought is very substantially relieved, 
marketings and slaughter of cows will again be very large in 1957. Total 
cattle slaughter may about equal 1956. 

Shipments of feeder steers are running below last year but those of 
calves are up a little. Since calves also made up a larger part of those 
on fc.::::d at the beginning of the year, the market supply of fed cattle -vrill 
stay large until later in the year than in 1956. Its monthly distribution 
may be smoother than last year. One effect may be a gradual strengthening 
in fed cattle prices. But prices of fed cattle as well as all cattle will 
be sensitive to the volume of cattle marketings from drought areas. 

Peak slaughter of fall-born hogs will be passed in early spring. 
Prices 'nll continue lower than at mid-winter until they begin a seasonal 
price advance toward a summer high. Prices are expected to retain a margin 
over a year ago until near the end of this year. 
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Sheep numbers were down again this January. Stock sheep inventories 
fell 2 percent from January last year, but because lambs on feed were up 
5 percent the total sheep inventory was reduced only l percent. As in the 
last several years, the East generally increased stock sheep numbers while 
Texas reduced. The four Plains States from Kansas to North Dakota also 
registered increases. 

Sheep and lamb slaughter to date in 1957 has averaged about the same 
as a year ago. Prices have retained a small margin above last year. A 
sli8htly higher price level may continue for at least another month or two, 
largely because total meat SUpplies are smaller this year. 

Although output of all meat in 1957 will drop below 1956, it will be 
second only to that record year. Consumption of beef per person is forecast 
at 81 pounds, compared 'v:i..th a record 84.2 pounds last year, and of pork 
63 pounds compared with 66.8. For all meat, the 1957 consumption is expected 
to fall 6 or 7 pounds below last year's record 16!~. 7 pounds. Retail prices 
of pork are likely to average a little higher than last year. Prices of 
Choice beef are now above a year ago, but they probably will not go up as 
much in late summer this year as last when their seasonal rise was 
exceptionally rapid. 

Cattle Numbers ~' 
Mainly in Great Plains 

R;EVIEW AND OLJrLOOK 

The number of cattle and calves on farms this January was reduced 
1.6 million from last year's peak. The reduction brings to an end a 7-year 
cyclical expansion which saw the annual numberrise from 76.8 million in 1949 
to 96.8 million in 1956. This year's estimate is 95.2 million (table 1). 

The reduction was drought-centered. Kansas led all States with a 
13 percent decrease. Most other States from Montana and North Dakota on the 
north to Texas and New· Mexico on the south had substantial declines. Arizona, 
Idaho, Washington, Oregon, as well as several States outside the West, also 
had fewer cattle on January 1. But numbers increased l percent for the 
United States as a whole outside the Great Plains. The South, which has 
outrun all regions in the current cycle, has slowed down but not stopped. 
The Corn Belt has maintained its beef producing herds as well as its 
feeding enterprise. 
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Table 1.- Number of livestock on farms and ranches January 1, 
United States, 19?0 to date 

Number on farms January 1 Index numbers, by groups 
(1947-49 = 100) 

All 
Total 

Year All :Horses live-
cattle: sheep Hogs : and ~Chickens~ stock Meat Milk :Poultry and : and :mules and animals: cattle . 
calves :lambs :poultry: 

• . 
1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 
head head head head head 

1950 77,963 29,826 58,937 7,781 456,549 100 100 97 102 
1951 82,083 30,633 62,269 7,036 430,988 104 105 96 96 
1952 88,072 31,982 62,117 6,150 426,555 108 110 95 96 
1953 94,241 31,900 51,755 5,4o3 398,158 109 112 97 90 
1954 95,679 31,356 45,114 4,791 396,776 108 111 98 89 
1955 96,592 31,582 50,474 4,309 390,708 110 114 96 88 
1956 96,8o5 31,273 55,173 3,928 382,846 112 115 95 86 
1957 1/ 95,166 30,838 52,207 3,558 392,811 109 113 94 89 

y Preliminary. 

Table 2.- Number of cattle and calves on farms and ranches January 1, 
by classes, United States, 1950 to date 

For milk Not for milk 

Year :Cows and Heifers,: :Cows and :Heifers, 
:heifers, 1 to 2 Heifer :heifers, 1 to 2 Calves Steers Bulls 
: 2 yrs. years calves : 2 yrs. years 
:and over old :and over old .. 
: 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 

head head head head head head head head 

1950 23,853 5,394 6,208 16,743 4,754 12,516 6,8o5 1,690 
1951 23,568 5,493 6,337 18,526 5,122 14,319 7,029 1,689 
1952 23,060 5,694 6,481 20,863 5,971 15,829 8,4oo 1,774 
1953 23,549 5,893 6,479 23,291 6,535 17,44o 9,147 1,907 
1954 23,896 5,873 6,392 25,050 6,365 17,978 8,229 1,896 
1955 23,462 5,786 6,113 25,659 6,514 18,785 8,444 1,829 
1956 23,213 5,48o 6,o44 25,516 6,238 18,979 9,560 1,774 
1957 y 23,028 5, 391 6,0~9 24,936 6,079 18,742 9,206 1,745 

y Preliminary. 
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The inventory reduction extended to all classes {table 2). Milk 
cattle herds were cut l percent, beef 2 percent. The combined milk and beef 
cow inventory slipped 1t percent to 48 million. It is now more than a 
million below its peak two years ago, as milk cows are off 434,000 and beef 
cows 723,000. This cut in cow numbers is especially significant for the 
outlook after 1957. It reduces somewhat the capacity for future beef produc
tion. 

The inventory of steers is down 4 percent and that of calves l per
cent. However, the inventory of these two classes last year was exception
ally large, and this year's number is still very high. Of the 1957 young 
stock inventory, 4 percent more are on feed (table 3). The number not on 
feed is down considerably, in view of the decline in the total. Fed cattle 
slaughter in 1957 will equal or exceed 1956, but slaughter of grass steers 
and heifers will be smaller. 
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Year 

1950 
1951 
1952 
1953 
1954 
1955 
1956 
1957 'll 

Table 3·- Number of cattle and calves, and sheep and lambs 
on feed January 1, by regions, 1950 to date 

Cattle and calves 
North Central States Texas :Western States 

Penn- East : Hest N. Central : and 
=sylvania: North :3 Corn :4 Plains: Okla- : Cali- : Other 
: :central :Belt .Y: g) : homa :fornia :Western . . . . 

1,000 
head 

88 
90 
90 
90 
86 
84 
82 
90 

1,000 1,000 1,000 
head head head 

976 
967 

1,009 
1,177 
1,221 
1,267 
1,364 
1,448 

1,491 
1,485 
1,510 
1,845. 
1,675 
1,78o 
1,8o6 
1,947 

909 
936 

1,041 
1,300 
1,107 
1,142 
1,046 
1,030 

1,000 1,000 1,000 
head head head 

216 
239 
241 
263 
199 
200 
214 
203 

196 
248 
383 
327 
350 
467 
489 
496 

514 
569 
687 
752 
726 
846 
879 
885 

Shee and lambs 

United 
States 

1,000 
head 

4,390 
4,534 
4,961 
5,754 
5,364 
5,786 
5,88o 
6,099 

New York Alabama . •. 
11 Corn Belt States 

.: East West 
Western : United 

States 5/; States 

1950 
1951 
1952 
1953 
1954 
1955 
1956 
1957 'll 

20 
19 
21 
20 
21 
20 
20 
18 

42 
23 

623 
541 
642 
742 
647 
601 
641 
675 

1,649 
1,571 
1,761 
1,890 
1,763 
1,853 
1,562 
1,749 

y' Minnesota, Iowa, Missouri. 
y North D9.kota, South Dakota, Nebraska, Kansas. 
3/ Preliminary. 

1,352 
1,251 
1,614 
1,655 
1,846 
1,971 
1,996 
2,003 

3,644 
3,382 
4,038 
4,307 
4,277 
4,445 
4,261 
4,468 

~ North Central States, except North Dakota. 
5/ Eight Mountain States, three Pacific States, Texas, Oklahoma, and 

North Dakota. 
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Table 4.- Number of cattle slaughtered under Federal inspection, 
by class, United States, by months 1955 to date 

Steers Heifers Cows 

Month 
1955 1956 1957 1955 1956 1957 1955 1956 1957 

1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 
head head head head head head head head head 

Jan. 718 896 944 236 26o 296 54o 512 579 
Feb. 618 8o3 221 230 450 1!26 
Mar. 773 893 261 255 463 393 
Apr. 737 899 238 227 444 391 
May 810 969 201 202 509 439 
June 861 923 215 211 518 502 
July 749 933 201 233 538 525 
Aug. 870 864 226 243 656 624 
Sept. 857 742 215 244 638 592 
Oct. 799 831 222 257 635 829 
Nov. 729 759 213 231 681 779 
Dec. 778 799 225 243 584 612 . . 
Year !J: 9,299 10,310 2,674 2,837 6,656 6,624 

!f Computed from unrounded numbers. 

Compiled from Market ~~ Livestock ~vision. 

Total Cattle Slaughter 
~ 1957 to Stay Large 

In 1956, slaughter of steers rose sharply to a new high {table 4). 
Heifer slaughter also set a new mark. Very large cow slaughter in the last 
three months lifted the 1956 total for this class almost equal to 1955· In 
1957, steer and heifer slaughter wi.ll likely ease off a bit. The recent 
hiBh rate of cow slaughter is due largely to drought. Unless drought is 
relieved, as many or more cows will possibly be slaughtered in 1957 than in 
1956. In this event, total cattle slaughter will be about as large as in 
1956. 

Prices of cattle usually begin a cyclical advance after the peak in 
numbers has passed. The exact timing varies from cycle to cycle. Until 
weather and the condition of ranges improve, no quick price rise seems in 
prospect for this cycle. In 1957, prices >rill likely averaGe about as hi~h 
as in 1956. At most they 1rlll show only the tentative beGinning of a 
cyclical upturn. 



Continued Cattle Numbers 
Decline Likely 

- 9 -

While drought triggered the past year's decrease in cattle numbers, 
it was not the only influence. The previous expansion in numbers had 
slowed as early as 1953, and the cow inventory bit its peak in 1955. Even 
vnthout drought, cattle numbers in some areas had reached the limit of 
grazing capacity. Also, lower prices for cattle had proved discouraging to 
producers, and had tended to reduce all cash expenditures in cattle produc
tion -- though stimulating non-eash inputs such as family labor. Thus the 
present do1~turn bears, in addition to the marks of current drought, some 
of the features of a typical cattle cycle. 

Most cycles continue downward for a few years. This one will 
probably do the same. The rate of decrease will depend on the weather as 
well as on other current influences. Present prospects are that the cyclical 
decrease may be slower, smaller, and perhaps shorter than in some previous 
cycles. Bases for this view are the stability of numbers in the M[d-West 
and Southeast, which now account for more of the total production than 
formerly; continued strong demand for beef; and huge reserve supplies of 
feed. 

Fed Cattle Prices 
May Strengthen Gradually 

A relatively stable price level seems probable in coming months. 
Prices of fed cattle were under severe pressure this winter. Marketings 
almost reached the high rate of a year before. Added competition with fed 
beef was created by larger marketings of other classes, primarily cows. 
Prices of Choice fed steers at Chicago in February were only about $1-75 per 
100 pounds above the year before. They were $6.00 below their temporarily 
high level of early last fall. 

Shipments of feeder steers to the Corn Belt since December have been 
smaller than a year before, but calves have been up. Because the January 
feedlot inventory also included more calves, which usually are fed for late 
sale, fed cattle marketings probably will be distributed more evenly by 
months in 1957 than they were in 1956. Consequently, some gradual improve
ment in.fed cattle prices seems indicated. But a rapid summer advance 
similar to last year's is not expected. 

If February should prove to be the lowest price month this year, it 
would be the sixth time since the end of the war that this was true. Over 
many years, however, April has been the month of lowest average prices. 

Prices of stocker cattle normally are at their year's highest level 
each spring. Such a pattern is likely again this year. 
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Table 5.- Pigs, calves and lambs: Number born or saved, 1930-56 y 
(Data for cover page Chart) 

Year 

1930 
l93l 
1932 
1933 
1934 
1935 
1936 
1937 
1938 
1939 
l94o 
1941 
191!2 
1943 
1944 

Pigs 

.. . . 
Calves Lambs :: Year 

: : 
Million Million Million: : 
head 

74.1 
83.2 
82.5 
84.2 
56.8 
56.1 
65-7 
62.5 
7l.9 
87.0 
19-9 
85.0 

104.9 
l2l.8 
86.7 

head 

25.1 
26.1 
27.6 
28.9 
30.2 
27-5 
28.2 
28.0 
27.8 
28.9 
29-9 
3l.9 
34.4 
34.8 
31-0 

head 

29.5 
3l.6 
30.0 
29.8 
30.4 
27.8 
29.8 
29.2 
30.4 
29-9 
3l.l 
32.6 
32-3 
30-9 
28.6 

.. . . 
:: 1945 

1946 
:: 1947 
:: 1948 
:: 1949 
:: 1950 
:: 1951 
:: 1952 
:: 1953 
:: 1954 
:: 1955 
:: 1956 

.. . . .. . . 

Pigs Calves Lambs 

Million Million Million 
bead head head 

86.8 
82.7 
83-3 
83.8 
93-2 
97 .l~ 

100.6 
88.8 
77-9 
86.8 
95-7 
89-7 

35.2 
34.6 
34-7 
33-l 
33·7 
34-9 
35.8 
38-3 
4l.3 
42.6 
42.6 
42.3 

27.0 
24.5 
2l.9 
19.6 
18.3 
17-9 
18.0 
18.5 
19-5 
20.3 
20.2 
20.4 

y Ntnnber of pigs and lambs saved, and of calves born. 

Calf Crop Ibwn 
-slightly--

Reduced cattle numbers this January resulted from a larger slaughter 
combined vdth a slightly smaller calf crop. The 1956 calf crop •~s estimated 
at 42.3 million, dovm from the 42.6 million in 1955 (table 5). 

Last July a l percent increase had been indicated in the number of 
calves born or to be bo1~ in 1956. The small revision reflected revised 
estimates of the number of cows on farms. 

Stock Sheep Numbers 
Ibwn Again 

The inventory of stock sheep and of total sheep continues down. Stock 
sheep numbers in January vere off 2 percent, but total sheep vrere only l per
cent less because lambs on feed rose 5 percent. 

Stock sheep numbers have decreased each year since 1952 except for a 
very small rise in 1955. The present ntnnber is the lmv-est on record for 
any year since 1867, except for 1950. 
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As in other recent years, numbers in Texas decreased during 1956 and 
those in the East increased. Stock sheep numbers in Texas were down 14 per
cent this January. They are now 35 percent oelow 1951. Every State east of 
the Mississippi R:i:\er except Virginia and West Virginia either maintained or 
increased stock sheep numbers this January. Most gains were small, however. 

Possibly most significant was the increase of almost 5 percent in the 
four Northern Plains States from Kansas to North Dakota. Iowa and Missouri 
had increases of similar size. The Mom1tain and Pacific Coast States 
reduced stock sheep 2 percent. 

Composition of breeding herds was about the same as last year; e,.;e 
numbers were down 2 percent and ewe lambs 3 percent. 

In January and February about as many sheep and lambs were slaughtered 
as a year before. Prices, however, held a small margin over last year. 
Smaller total meat supplies are a strengthening influence on lamb prices. 

Lambs went on feed earlier last fall than the previous fall. Since 
fevrer are on wh.eat pastures, the late-season supply of fed lambs may be 
smaller than a year ago. Prices accordingly may hold some advantage over 
last year. However, a sharp upturn in May as occurred last year does not 
seem probable for this year. 

Hog Prices to Remain Above 
19~ UntilLate in Year 

Prices of hoes increased sharply from November to January, then 
slipped part way back. In late February they were generally ~;5.00 per 100 
pounds above the same time last year. Their higher level reflected a 
smaller supply. In January and February, slaughter of hogs >vas about 15 per
cent below a year before. 

January-February slaughter consisted of hogs born in late spring ru1d 
early sunnner of last year. This was a low point in farrov.r:Lnc;s. Farrowings 
have crept upward since then. The total fall pig crop was short of the 
previous year by 4 percent, and late fall farrowings were down least. The 
total 1957 spring crop is expected to be within 2 percent of last year's, 
and by the end of the season the farro1rlng rate may be above last year. 
Consequently, while slaughter of hogs will continue belmv last year until 
near the end of 1957, the difference vtill narrow in months ahead. Prices 
of hogs will probably be above last year until about November or December, 
but the margin over a year earlier 'vill gradually diminish. 

Smaller stocks of pork in cold storac;e 'vill help to hold hog prices 
up this spring and summer. Stod:s on January 1, 1957 uere down 1~-1 million 
pounds or 3!~ percent from 1956. The reduction in stocks amounts to almost 
1 pound less pork for consumption per person. And if stocks should be 
rebuilt during 1957, the equivalent cut in consumers' pork supply 'vou_ld 
amount to 1. 7 pounds. 
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Prices of hogs in 1957 will probably follorT their usual seasonal 
pattern. After an early spring low, they will lilcely rise to a s1.IDIIner 
high. In recent years the date of the high has varied between the middle 
of June and the middle of August. The s~asonal price decline this fall 
proably will be greater than last year. 

Total Meat Output to Drop 

Total meat production in 1957 vdll be down somewhat from 1956. 
But it will be larger than in any other year. 

Average meat consumption'per person hit a new high of 164.7 pounds 
1n 1956. It surpassed for the first time the previous record set in 1908. 
Consumption in 1957 will likely be b or 7 pounds less than the 1956 rate. 
Consumption of beef, which was a record 84.2 pounds last year, may be 
around 81 pounds this year. Pork consumption, which "\·Tas 66.8 pounds in 
l95b, may fall to 63 pounds. Except for 195!~ it would be near the lowest 
levels since the late 1930's. 

Consumption of lamb and mutton, "\vhich "\vas 4.4 pounds last year, may 
not change significantly in 1957. Consumption of veal also may be steady 
at last year's 9·3 pounds. 

Prices of meat at retail averaged higher in January and February 
than the year before. They probably will continue higher until later in 
the year. Prices of Choice beef may rise a little this summer but not as 
much as last summer. Pork prices in 1957 may hold a margin over 1956 until 
near the year's end. Summer vdll be the season of highest pork prices, 
as usual. 

Marketing Margins for Meat 
Level Out in l95b --

After increasing in 1955, marketing margins for meat generally 
leveled out in 1956. The average decreased for pork and increased slightly 
for beef. 

Overall margins for marketing livestock and meat normally widen with 
any big increase in slaughter supplies of livestock, then level out or 
narrow as supplies decrease. But the fall is usually less than the previous 
rise. The general trend in margins since the end of the war has been up1rord. 

r~rgins for pork were fairly steady throughout 1956. Those for 
Choice beef declined from a first quarter high to a third quarter low, then 
advanced to the first-quarter mark in the f'inal quarter. 

Marketing margin data refer to the difference between prices of meat 
at retail and value to the producer for the equivalent weight of live animals. 
The value of the margin represents the portion of the retail price that goes 
to all marketing, processing, and distributing agencies. 
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Table 6.- Beef and pork: Average retail price, marketing margin, 
farm value and farmer's share, 1947 to date 

Beef ( Choice grade) 

Year Retail price Marketing Net farm Farmer's 
per pound margin value y share . . . • 

Cents Cents Cents Percent 

1947 61.8 17.6 44.2 72 
1948 75·3 22.3 53.0 70 
1949 68.4 20.2 48.2 70 
1950 75.4 21.3 54.1 72 
1951 88.2 22.4 65.8 75 
1952 86.6 24.1 62.5 72 
1953 69.1 25.3 43.8 63 
1954 68.5 24-3 44.2 65 
1955 67.7 25.5 42.2 62 
1956 66.0 25·9 4o.l 61 

Pork, excluding lard 

1947 55·5 17·5 38.0 68 
1948 56.5 19.2 31·3 66 
1949 50.6 20.2 30.4 60 
1950 50.3 20.3 30.0 6o 
1951 54.3 21.8 32·5 60 
1952 52.1 22.0 30.1 58 
1953 57.4 21.3 36.1 63 
1954 58.3 22.6 35-7 61 
1955 49.2 23.9 25.3 51 
1956 46.6 22.9 23.7 51 

!J Farm value of live animal of weight and grade necessary to produce 
one pound of meat products at retail, minus computed value of byproducts. 
Standard factors are 2.16 pounds of Choice grade beef steer or heifer 
and 1.82 pounds of live hog. 

Compiled from price spread data published in the Marketing and Transpor
tation Siutation. 
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Federal Grade Standards for Lamb, 
Yearling Mutton, and MUtto~vised 

Revised grade standards for lamb and mutton carcasses became effective 
February ll. The five grade names -- Prime, Choice, Good, Utility and Cull-
were retained, but the standards fo~the top three grades were amended. 
The major changes in the standards for Prime and Choice deemphasize maturity 
as a grade factor, particularly for older lambs. T.he range of quality in 
the Good grade was narrowed somewhat. 

Several other changes were made during the past year in the official 
standards for livestock and meat. T.he Commercial grade of slaughter cattle 
and carcass beef was divided into two new grades designated as Standard and 
Commercial. The grade name Commercial was changed to Standard for vealers 
and slaughter calves and their carcasses. In addition, the first official 
standards were adopted for slaughter sows and sow carcasses. The five grade 
names -- U. S. No. 1, U. S. No. 2, U. S. No. 3, Medium, and Cull -- are the 
same as the designations used for barrows and gilts. The general character
istics for each grade also are similar. 

1957 Wool and MOhair Program 
Same as 1956 

The 1957 wool incentive program, which will apply to wool and lambs 
marketed April 1, 1957 to March 31, 1958, will be the same as for the 
marketing year about to end. The shorn wool incentive price for the 1957 
marketing year will be 62 cents per pound, the same as for 1955 and 1956. 
As under previous programs, the incentive payment to ina.i vidual producers 
is equal to the proceeds from the sale of 1vool times the percentage required 
to bring the average price all producers receive for the 1957 clip up to 
the 62-cent level. 

The payment method on lambs also will be the same as under the 
current :program. Each producer who owns lambs for 30 days or more and sells 
them unshorn will be eligible for a payment based on the weight increase 
during his ownership. The payment to each producer per hundred weight of 
live lambs sold is calculated at 4 times the payment rate per pound on 
shorn wool. 

The support price for mohair for the 1957 program will be 70 cents 
per pound. If payments are required they will be made in the same manner 
as for shorn wool. No payments will be made on marketings of goats and kids. 

Wool and lamb payments for the 1956 marketing season will be made this 
summer when the tabulation of producer returns is completed. Payments on the 
1955 wool clip and lamb marketings totaled approximately 57 million dollars. 
No :payments were required on mohair clipped in 1955, because the average 
price was well above the 70-cent support price. No payments are expected 
to be necessary on the 1956 clip. 
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CONSUMPTION OF MEAT BY RESIDENCE AND INCOME OF 
FAMILIES, SPRING OF 1955 

More meat is eaten per person in the North Central Region and the 
west than in other parts of the United States. The Northeast ranks next, 
the South lowest. 

Farm families fare as well or better than nonfarm families in all 
regions except the South. Southern farm people are at the lowest spot on 
the nation's meat-consumption scale. Because so much of the farm population 
is in the South, United States averages show less meat consumed per person 
on farms than in towns and cities. Farmers consume beef and pork in about 
the same proportion as town and city people in the North Central and North
east. In the West, farm families show more partiality for beef than do 
town and city families, but in the South, farm families swing a bit the 
farther to pork. Farm people e-verywhere are small consumers of veal and 
lamb. 

Families having the highest incomes eat more meat than do lower 
income groups. They especially eat more beef and more lamb. Pork consump
tion per person is no greater for higher than for lower income families as 
averages for the United States. However, regional differences in income 
are partly responsible; within regions, there is some tendency for high 
income families to eat more pork than low income families. 

These are highlights from data of a household food consumption survey 
taken in the spring of 1955. 1/ The survey was made only for use of food 
at home. It did not include food eaten in restaurants or in institutional 
feeding. Data from the survey are smmnarized in the three tables that follow. 

Consumption by Residence 

Farm families used more meat per household than did nonfa1~ families 
in the 1955 survey we.ek. Because farm families are of the larger size, 
their average consumption per person is a little less -- 2.84 pounds com
pared with 3.07 pounds for nonfarm families (table 7). Of nonfarm families, 
those in cities eat a little more meat than "rural nonfarm;".which are those 
living in the smallest towns on in nonfa1~ country homes. 

Consumption of beef per person is higher in cities than on farms, 
but that of pork is the higher on farms, as a United States average. 
Average consumption of veal and of lamb per person on farms is less than a 
fifth that in cities. 

!/ Household Food Consumption Survey reports number 1 through 5. Avail
able from Supt. of Ibcuments, U. s. Government Printing Office, at $1.25 each. 



Table 7·- Total use and purchases of meat per household and per person, United States, one week in April-JUD.e 1955 ~/ 
i Food from all sources I 

Beef : : : Pork : : ·85 
: =variety: 

: All 
. Lamb : : : Ham : : : meats : Lunch-

Item : : : : : : Veal : and : : Loin . ' . : : : eon meat 'fresh • and 
:Total :Steaks :Roasts :Ground :Other : :mutton : Total: and : and :Sausage: Other : game : meats 

chops =cured : : : : . . : : : . . 
Lb. Lb. Lb. Lb. Lb. Lb. Lb. Lb. Lb. Lb. Lb. Lb. Lb. Lo. Lb. 

: 
Quantity per 
household 
All families : 10.10 4.16 1.30 1.15 1.25 0.46 0.25 0.29 3.81 0.89 0.99 0.30 1.64 0.37 1.21 
Nonfarm families : 9·91 4.08 1.27 1.12 1.24 .46 .27 .31 3·67 .87 ·97 .28. l. 55 ·37 1.20 

Urban : 9·96 4.20 l. 35 1.19 1.21 .45 ·32 ·39 3.54 .88 .96 .24 Llf7 ·39 1.13 
Rural nonfarm : 9·79 3.82 1.09 .98 1.30 .46 .17 .12 3·98 .89 ·99 .36 1.73 .34 1.36 

Farm families : ll.6o 4.8o 1.54 1.38 1.32 .58 .o8 .09 4.95 ·93 1.17 .51 2.35 ·37 1.29 
: 

Quantity per person 
in household gj 
All families : 3·03 1.25 ·39 ·35 .38 .14 .08 .09 l.l4 .27 .30 .09 .49 .ll .36 
Nonfarm families : 3·07 1.26 ·39 ·35 .38 .14 .08 .10 1.14 .27 .30 .09 .48 .ll • 37 

Urban : 3.18 1.34 .43 .38 ·39 .llf .10 .12 1.13 .28 ·31 .08 .47 .12 36 
Rural nonfarm : 2.82 1.10 .31 .28 ·37 .13 .05 .03 1.15 .26 .29 .10 .50 .10 ·39 

Farm families : 2.84 1.18 .38 .34 ·32 .14 .02 .02 1.21 .23 .29 .12 .58 .09 ·32 f-' 
0\ 

I 

Purchases 
: 
: 

Quantity per 
household 
All families : 9.ll 3·71 1.13 1.01 1.15 ,lf2 .24 .27 3·37 ·79 .85 .26 1.47 .31 1.20 
Nonfa11m families : 9·55 3·95 1.22 1.08 1.21 .lf4 .27 .30 3·51 .84 .91 .27 1.49 .34 1.19 

Urban : 9·79 4.12 1.32 1.16 1.20 .4lf ·32 .38 3.47 .86 .92 .24 1.45 ·37 1.13 
Rural nonfarm : 8.99 3·53 .98 .91 1.22 .43 .15 .ll 3·57 .81 .86 ·33 1.58 .26 l. 35 

Farm families : 5.64 1.84 .46 .44 .68 .26 .05 .04 2·32 .34 .49 .25 1.23 .13 1.26 
: 

Quantity per person 
in household g) 
All families : 2.74 l.ll • 3lf .30 ·35 .13 .07 .08 1.01 .24 .26 .08 .44 .09 .36 
Nonfarm families : 2.96 1.22 .38 ·33 ·37 .14 .08 .09 1.09 .26 .28 .08 .46 .ll ·37 

Urba.'l : 3.13 1.32 .42 ·37 .38 .14 .10 .12 l.ll .27 .29 .08 .46 .12 .36 
Rural nonfarm : 2.59 1.02 .28 .26 ·35 .12 .04 .03 1.03 .23 .25 .10 .46 .07 ·39 

Farm families : l.38 .45 .ll .ll .17 .06 .01 .01 ·57 .08 .12 .ou .30 .03 .31 
: 
: 

l/ Reported in Eousehold Food Consumption Survey conducted by USDA. futa are for meat used at home; restaurant meals are excluded. 

g_/ A 11".!_)erson 11 is calculated on the -~ as:Ls o:f a sta.r1dal"'d 2l-m2al veek. 
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Beef consumers on farms enjoy the various cuts of beef in about the 
same proportion as those not on farms. Of the pork cuts, however, city 
dwellers tend toward the loins, chops and hams, while farmers go in for 
sausage and the other pork products. 

The survey reported data on not only total use of meat but also the 
quantities purchased. The difference between the two represents the quan
tity each family obtained from home slaughter of livestock or received as 
gifts or pay. As would be expected, nearly all the meat used by city 
families was purchased, as was the largest part of that used by rural non
farm people. Farm families bought about half the meat they consumed 
(5.64 pounds per household out of a total of 11.60 pounds). Farmers 
~ht an even smaller percentage of their beef than of pork. This is 
doubtless a change from earlier days, when farmers produced more of their 
ovm porl\. than of beef. As lockers and home freezers came into increased use, 
farmers began to slaughter more cattle and fewer hogs for their own meat 
supply. 

Regional Differences 

The above comparisons for the United States as a whole, while 
accurate, are less meaningful than comparisons by regions. Table 8, which 
presents average use per person, shows that the consumption rate for all 
meat in the North Central States and the West exceeds the Northeast by 
10 percent, while that in the South is 15 percent less than the Northeast 
and a fourth below the other t'tvo regions. 

Consumption of beef is highest in the West, lowest in the South. Two 
regions, the South and North Central, are equally high in pork consumption, 
the other two equally low. The Northeast shows a decided preference over 
the other regions for the secondary meats, veal and lamb. 

Farm families of the West and North Centr.al, like all families there, 
showed relatively high levels of meat consumption. In the Northeast, farm 
families ate more meat than nonfarm people, and as much as farm families of 
the West and North Central. In the South, on the other band, the consumption 
rate for farm people was only 2.19 pounds in the survey week, 15 percent 
less than the all-South average and 35 percent less than the farm average 
elsewhere. 

Farmers are sometimes said to be predominantly pork eaterti, and the 
United States average data reported above seemed to confirm this opinion. 
However, data by regions show it to be true only for the South, and to 
limited degree there. Southern farm families eat 24 percent less beef than 
nonfarm families, but only 8 percent less pork. In the Northeast and North 
Central, farm people eat both more beef and more pork than nonfarmers. In 
the West, farm households report a larger beef consumption, and lower pork, 
than nonfar.mers. 



Table 8.- Total use of meat per person in households, by regions, c 
tO one week in April-June 1955 y I 
CP 
CP 

Beef : : : Pork : 
: =variety 

Region and ; All ; ; ; ; ; ; ; Lamb : : : Ham, : : : meats : Lunch-
residence : meat : : : : : : Veal : and : : Loin • fresh · : : and : eon 

Total:Steaks :Roasts :Ground :Other : :mutton : Total: and : and :Sausage:Other : game : meats 
chops : cured 

: : : : 
Lb. Lb. Lb. Lb. Lb. Lb, Lb. Lb. Lb. Lb. Lb. Lb. Lb. Lb. Lb. 

: 
NORTHEAST 

: 
All families : 3·07 1.29 0.39 0.36 0.39 0.15 0.13 0.19 0.98 0.26 0.32 0.05 0.34 0.13 0-37 
Nonfarm families : 3·05 1.27 ·39 ·35 .38 .15 .13 .19 ·97 .26 .31 .05 .34 .13 ·37 

Urban : 3.10 1.29 .43 .36 -36 .14 .15 .23 ·95 .26 .30 .05 .34 .14 ·35 
Ru...ra.l nonfarm : 2.92 1.23 .29 ·33 .44 .16 .06 .09 1.01 .27 .36 .06 ·31 .10 .43 

Farm families : 3· 32 1.54 .42 .45 .48 .19 .05 .07 1.15 .26 .34 .10 .46 .11 ·39 
: 
: 

NORTH CENTRAL 
: 

All families : 3·38 1.51 .47 .44 .46 .15 .07 .05 1.23 ·35 .32 .10 .46 .10 .42 
Nonfarm families : 3·36 1.50 .46 .43 .45 .14 .08 .06 1.21 ·35 ·32 ·09 .44 .10 .42 

Urban : 3.42 1.52 .48 .45 .44 .15 .10 .08 1.22 ·35 .34 ·09 .45 .09 .42 1-' 

Rural nonfarm 3.21 1.43 .41 .38 • 50 .14 .05 .01 1.17 ·35 .29 .10 .44 .12 .43 
():J 

: 
Fe.rm families : 3.46 1.61 .52 .47 .47 .15 .02 .01 1.34 ·37 .34 .13 • 50 .07 .4o 

: 
: 

SOUTH 
: 

All families : 2.58 .85 .27 .21 .26 .12 .o4 .02 1.26 .20 .28 .12 .66 .10 .30 
Nonfarm families : 2.67 .89 .28 .22 .28 .12 .04 .03 1.28 .22 .29 .12 .66 .10 ·32 

Urban : 2.94 1.09 -34 .28 ·33 .15 .06 .03 1.33 .24 .31 .11 .65 .13 ·30 
Rural nonfarm : 2.33 .64 .19 .14 .21 ·09 .03 .02 1.22 .18 .26 .13 .66 .07 .34 

Farm families : 2.19 .68 .23 .19 .16 .11 .01 .01 1.18 .13 .24 .13 .68 .07 .23 
: 
: 

WEST 
: 

All families : 3-37 1.62 ·52 .47 .47 .17 .07 .13 1.00 .23 .23 .07 .47 .17 ·37 
Nonfarm families : 3·37 1.61 • 51 .46 .47 .16 .07 .14 1.01 .24 .23 .06 .47 .16 .38 

Urban : 3.29 1.52 .48 .45 .44 .15 .07 .17 LOO .23 .24 .06 .47 .16 .38 
Rural nonfarm : 3.64 L89 .64 .50 .56 .20 .12 .o4 1.05 .28 .21 .10 .45 .15 .38 

Farm fa.:crilies : 3·33 1.73 ·57 .49 .47 .20 .03 .10 ·89 .16 .21 ,09 .44 .26 ·31 
: 
: 

~ Reported in Household Food Consumption Survey conducted by USDA. rata are for meat used at home. All restaurant meals and 
institutional :feeding •<ere excluded from the survey. A "person" is calculated on the basis of a standard 21-meal week. 
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Farmers of the South and North Central scarcely ever dine on veal or 
lamb. Those of the Northeast and West do so more often, though less fre
quently than nonfar.m families. Apparently, heavy calf meat that regularly 
is consumed in the South was classed as beef in the survey. 

Consumption by Income Groups 

This report shows that families with high incomes consume much more 
beef than do those with low incomes. Consumption of pork, on the other hand, 
vras about the . same for every income group. 

A similar finding has been made in all previous surveys. However, 
the differences between income relationships for beef and pork appear even 
more marked in the 1955 study than heretofore. 

Consumption of beef per person in families of $8,000 to $10,000 
income was half again as large as that in a $2,000-3,000 income family. 
Because the higher income family bought higher priced cuts, the value of its 
consumption per person was almost twice as great (table 9). 

Consumption of pork per person was about the same at each income. 
The value, however, was a fourth to a third greater for the higher incomes. 
Both veal and lamb consumption were highly correlated with income. 

As would be expected, consumption was more closely associated with 
income for steaks and roasts of beef than for ground beef and other beef 
cuts. Similarly, pork loins and chops were more popular with higher than 
lower income families. Middle income people seem to eat most ham, while low 
income families claim more of the sausage and other pork products. 

Pork is nevertheless not quite so much a "poor man's food·" as these 
data would indicate. The disproportionate influence of the lower-income, 
pork-eating South enters into these averages. Within each region, more 
pork is generally eaten by high than by low income families. However, 
there is some tendency for middle income families to be highest of all. 
Perhaps pork is not a poor man's but the average man's food. 

A more complete examination of the results of the 
survey vlill be presented in a later issue of this 
Situation. 

The Livestock and Meat Situation is published six times a year. Release 
dates for remaining 1957 issues are May 14, July 9, August 20, November 8. 



Table 9·- Quantity and value of meat used at home by families of various incomes, one week in April-June 1955 !f i 
Quantity I 

CP 
CP 

Beef : : : Pork : : 
: :variety: 

All . • Lamb : : : Ham, : : : meats :Lunch-
Item : meat : . : : : : : Veal : and : : Loin : fresh : : : and : eon 

:Total :Steaks :Roasts :Ground :Other : :mutton : Total: and : and :Sausage:Other : game :meats 
chops : cured 

: : : : : : : : : ; 
Lb. Lb. Lb. Lb. Lb. Lb. Lb. Lb. Lb. Lb. Lb. Lb. Lb. Lb. Lb. 

: 
Quantity per household 
by income of famiYy .. 

Under $2, 000 : 7-53 2.55 0.63 0.67 o.Bo 0.45 O.ll 0.09 3-55 0-57 0.71 0-37 1.90 0.34 0.89 
~,000-2,999 : 10.07 3-70 ·99 ·95 1.24 -51 .17 .21 4.22 .85 -91 -35 2.11 .4o 1.36 
22,000-3,999 : 10.63 4.25 1.19 1.17 1.35 -53 .25 .25 4.09 -93 1.10 -36 1.69 .42 1.38 
$4,000-4,999 : 11-37 4.86 1.44 1.36 1.55 .49 ·32 .26 4.12 1.01 1.18 .34 1.59 ·39 1.42 
$5,000-5,999 : 12.08 5.16 1.68 1.42 1.59 .50 .36 .41 4.19 1.09 1.24 .26 1.60 .46 1.50 
~,000-7,999 : 11.98 5-23 1.82 1.52 l.4o .49 .38 -37 4.28 1.08 1.29 .27 1.62 -35 1.38 
$8,000-9,999 : ll.82 5-67 2.08 l. 73 1.45 .4o -34 .41 3.81 1.13 -92 .22 1.54 .29 1.31 
~0, 000 and over : 12.92 6.07 2.52 1.78 1.39 .38 .44 .82 4.11 1.05 1.07 .22 1.77 .45 1.04 

: 
Quantity per person by 
income of family gj 

.24 Under [;2, 000 : 2.29 .78 .19 .20 .14 .03 .03 1.08 .17 .22 .ll .58 .10 .27 1\) 

$2' 000-2' 999 : 2.86 1.05 .28 .27 -35 .14 .05 .06 1.20 .24 .26 .10 .60 .11 -39 0 

$3,000-3,999 : 2.90 1.16 -32 ·32 ·37 .14 .07 .07 l.ll .25 -30 .10 .46 .11 .38 
<'>4, OU0-4, 999 : 3-14 1.34 .4o -38 .43 .14 ·09 .07 1.14 .28 -33 ·09 .44 .11 -39 
$5,000-5,999 : 3-27 l.4o .46 .38 .43 .14 .10 .ll 1.14 -30 .34 .07 .43 .12 .41 
$6' 000-7' 999 : 3-37 1.47 .51 .43 -39 .14 .11 .10 1.20 .30 -36 .08 .46 .10 -39 
$8,000-9,999 : 3.28 1.58 -58 .48 .4o .ll .09 .ll 1.06 .31 .26 .06 .43 .08 -36 
$10, oOO and over : 3-55 1.67 .69 .49 .38 .10 .12 .23 1.13 .29 .29 .06 -~-9 .12 .29 

Value 
ful. ful. ful. ful. ful. ful. ful. ful. ful. ful. ful. ful. ful. ful. ful. 

Value per person by 
income of family gj 
Under $2, 000 : 1.14 .4o .13 .ll .10 .06 .02 .02 -52 .10 .13 .05 .24 .05 .13 

$2,000-2,999 : 1.54 -57 .20 .15 .15 .07 .03 .04 .64 .14 .16 .05 .28 .05 .21 
$3,000-3,999 : 1.63 .66 .24 .18 .16 .08 .05 .04 .62 .16 .18 .05 .23 .05 .21 
;j#,000-4,999 : 1.89 .81 ·31 .22 .20 .07 .06 .05 .69 .18 .21 .05 .24 .06 .23 
$5,000-5,999 : 2.06 .88 -35 .25 .21 .08 .07 .09 ."0 .20 .22 .04 .24 .06 .25 
fj5,000-7,999 : 2.16 ·95 .4o .28 .19 .08 .08 .07 -76 .20 .25 .04 .27 .06 .24 
$8,000-9,999 : 2.21 1.07 .48 .29 .21 .08 .07 ·09 -71 .21 .20 .04 .26 .05 .22 
$10, 000 and over : 2.65 1.27 .65 .34 .21 .07 ·09 .19 .81 .21 .23 .04 ·33 .08 .20 

--
lJ Reported in Household Food Consumption Survey conducted by USDA. Data are for meat used at home; restaurant meals are excluded. 

?} A "person" is calculated on the oasis of a standard 21-meal ''eek. 
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Table 10·- Rank of States in number of cattle and calves on farms, 
January 1, 1957 

All cattle and calves Beef cattle and calves (cattle not for milk) 

Rank Total Beef cows 2 lears and over 
State Number State Number State Number 

1,000 1,000 1,000 
head head head 

1 Texas 7,736 Texas 6,517 Texas 3,675 
2 Iowa 6,284 Iowa 4,657 Nebraska 1,415 
3 Nebraska 4,570 Nebraska 3,907 Oklahoma 1,255 
4 Wisconsin 4,341 Kansas 2,950 8outh fukota 1,200 
5 Illinois 4,270 Illinois 2,861 Montana 1,124 
6 Missouri 4,027 Missouri 2, 722 Kansas 1,107 
7 Minnesota 4,018 South fukota 2,652 Missouri 1,029 
8 California 3,870 California 2,454 Iowa 943 
9 Kansas 3,664 Oklahoma 2,374 Mississippi 900 

10 South fukota 3,167 Montana 2,183 California 873 
11 Oklahoma 3,018 Colorado 1,783 Louisiana 865 
12 Mississippi 2,538 Mississippi 1,688 Florida 842 
13 Ohio 2,416 Minnesota 1,553 Colorado 703 
llf Montana 2, 342 Florida 1,481 Alabama 663 
15 Indiana 2,262 Louisiana 1,445 North fukota 637 
16 New York 2,242 North fukota 1,428 Illinois 633 
17 Colorado 2,033 Indiana 1,421 New MeXJ.CO 6o6 
18 North fukota 2,031 Alabama 1,175 Wyoming 521 
19 Louisiana 1,961 Wyoming 1,083 Georgia 512 
20 Pennsylvania 1,915 New Mexico 1,062 Arkansas 496 
21 Michigan 1,886 Oregon l,06o Oregon 495 
22 Kentucky 1,863 Ohio 1,050 Arizona 410 
23 Florida 1,842 Georgia l,04o Idaho 377 
24 Alabama 1,816 Arkansas 1,017 Indiana 354 
25 Tennessee 1,771 Idaho 975 Virginia 350 
26 Arkansas 1,603 Kentucky 972 Tennessee 348 
27 Georgia 1,546 Arizona 932 Kentucky 337 
28 Oregon 1,398 Tennessee 826 Nevada 309 
29 Idaho 1,388 Virginia 766 Minnesota 299 
30. Virginia 1,382 vlashington 690 Utah 252 
31 Wyoming 1,152 Nevada 574 Washington 250 
32 Hashington 1,146 Utah 557 Ohio 232 
33 New Mexico 1,136 Michigan 512 North Carolina 200 
34 Arizona 1,012 Wisconsin 46o South Carolina 185 
35 North Carolina 965 North Carolina 412 West Virginia 130 
36 Utah 734 South Carolina 382 Michigan 111 
37 South Carolina 639 Pennsylvania 359 Wisconsin 93 
38 Nevada 6o9 West Virginia 307 Pennsylvania 81 
39 \Vest Virginia 581 Maryland 159 Maryland 51 
4o Maryland 524 New Yorl{ 146 New York 4o 
41 Vermont 469 Maine 28 Maine 9 
42 Nevr Jersey 224 Vermont 21 Delaware 8 
43 Maine 220 New Jersey 20 New Jersey 5 
44 Massachusetts 178 Delaware 16 Vermont 4 
45 Connecticut 171 Massachusetts 11 New Hampshire 3 
46 .. New Hampshire 115 Connecticut 10 Connecticut 2 
47 Delaware 67 New Hampshire 9 Massachusetts 2 
48 Rhode Island 24 Rhode Island l Rhode Island 

u. s. 
total 95,166 6o,708 24,936 
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Table 11.- Rank of States in number of milk cows and sheep on farms 
January 1, 1957 and pigs saved 1956 

Milk cows 2 years and over All sheep and lambs Number of pigs saved}) 

Rank 
State Number State Number State Number 

.. 
1,000 1,000 1,000 
head head head 

1 Wisconsin 2,604 Texas 4,708 Iowa ·19,ll6 
2 Minnesota 1,557 Wyoming 2,075 Illinois ll,267 
3 New York 1,482 California 1,984 Indiana 7,954 
4 Iowa 1,100 Colorado 1,733 Missouri 6,646 
5 Pennsylvania 1,049 Montana 1,646 Minnesota 5,853 
6 Ohio 930 Utah 1,449 Ohio 4,885 
7 California 927 Iowa 1,4o9 Nebraska 3,426 
8 Missouri 899 South Iakota 1,379 Hisconsin 3,·409 
9 Michigan 88o Ohio 1,257 Georgia 2,594 

10 Illinois 849 New Mexico 1,195 South Iakota 2,288 
11 Texas 824 Idaho 1,123 Kentucky 2,027 
12 Tennessee 681 Minnesota 970 North Carolina 1,947 
13 Kentucky 654 Missouri 897 Tennessee 1,936 
14 Indiana 588 Oregon 851 Alabama 1,612 
15 Mississippi 581 Nebraska 791 Texas 1,570 
16 Kansas 498 Illinois 744 Kansas 1,445 
17 Nebraska 450 North Iakota 667 Mic.l;l.igan 1,362 
18 Virginia 432 Kansas 606 Virginia 1,033 
19 Oklahoma 414 Kentucky 6o5 Pennsylvania 955 
20 North fukota 398 Indiana 558 Mississippi 902 
21 Alabama 384 Arizona 473 South Carolina 8ll 
22 Arkansas 381 Nevada 459 Arkansas 758 
23 North Carolina 379 Michigan 4o4 Oklahoma 756 
24 Louisiana 345 Virginia 330 Florida 707 
25 Georgia 329 Tennessee 310 Louisiana 671 
26 South Ihkota 325 \Vest Virginia 308 North I:akota 6ll 
27 Vermont 320 Hashington 275 California 513 
28 Washington 295 Wisconsin 275 Maryland 337 
29 Maryland. 251 Pennsylvania 262 New York 255 
30 Idaho 245 Oklahoma 2lf3 Oregon 244 
31 Oregon 217 New York 186 Colorado 243 
32 Florida 210 Mississippi 105 West Virginia 228 
33 West Virginia 201 Alabama 100 Montana 195 
34 South Carolina 171 Louisiana 99 Washington 193 
35 Colorado 161 Arkansas 67 New Jersey 188 
36 New· Jersey 154 Georgia 61 Idaho 174 
37 Massachusetts 123 North Carolina 58 Massachusetts 14'( 
38 Maine 121 Maryland 51 Utah 81 
39 Connecticut 117 Maine 4o New Mexico 67 
4o Utah 112 Nevr Jersey 18 Delaware 55 
41 Montana 104 Massachusetts 14 H'yoming 52 
42 New Hampshire 71 Vermont 13 Arizona 35 
43 New Mexico 52 South Carolina 11 Maine 30 
44 1\.rizona 51 Connecticut 10 Connecticut 28 
45 lilyoming 44 New Hampshire 10 Nevada 21 
46 Delaware 3lf Florida 8 Vermont 18 
47 Rhode Island 18 Delaware 4 New Hampshire 15 
48 Nevada 16 Rhode Island 2 Rhode Island 11 

u. s. 
total 23,028 30,838 89,671 

Y Total piss saved from spring and fall pig crop::: of 1956. 
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Table 12·- Livestock alaughte:t'ed md •at and lard produced, by clua or slaughter, United Statee, 1944 to date ]/ 

I3: veswcl< elauglitiir I lliU E!!aii'OHon 
I CoJIIIMireiii I I lriillllllll'C1ii I 

Year 1 l"ederall.7 1 other whole- 1 I Farm To tel 1 l"eda~ 1 Other wbole- 1 l"U"m Total 
: inepeoted :sale md retail~ To tel : inepeoted :sale md retail: To tel 

1,060 1,060 1,060 1,000 1,ooo :Million Htllion Mllllon HUllon Million 
.!!!!!. ~ head head head : pounda pounda pounda pounda pollllda 

a e 
19Wi 13,955 5,035 18,990 854 19,644 6,652 2,149 6,601 311 9,112 
194S 14,$31 6,2Wi 20,11S 919 21,694 7,236 2,700 9,936 .3110 10,276 
191a6 I 11,402 7,479 18,881 943 19,824 S,661 3,349 9,010 353 9,313 
1947 1S,S24 6,009 21,S33 871 22,404 7.S3S 2,%1 10,096 336 10,432 
1948 I 12,994 S,392 18,386 791 19,171 6,433 2,333 6,766 309 9,07S 
1949 13,222 4,791 16,013 7S2 16,76S 6,998 2,lbli 9,142 297 9,439 
19SO 13,103 4,798 17,901 713 18,614 7,0Sl 2,197 9,248 286 9,534 
19;1 I 11,879 4,497 16,376 708 1J,o84 I 6,431 2,116 6,S49 288 8,837 
19S2 I 13,16S 4,691 17,6% 769 1 ,625 7,1S'7 2,160 9,3.37 313 9,650 
19S3 I 17,629 S,976 23,60S 86o 24,4o5 9,366 2,687 12,0$ 352 12,4o7 
19S4 16,476 6,S41 2S,Ol7 872 25,889 9,681 2,920 12,601 362 12,96~ 
19SS 19~055 6,667 25,722 861 26,583 10,19S 3,018 13,213 355 13,56 
1956 201186 6,610 26,8~6 111018 31069 ~081 2L~~ 1li,4n 

Ciives 
19Wi 7,'769 5,749 13,516 724 14,242 926 703 1,629 109 1,736 
194S 7,020 S,664 12,904 7S3 13,6S7 623 729 l,SS2 112 1,664 
191a6 S,641 S,%9 11,410 766 12,176 642 687 1,329 114 1,443 
1947 7,933 s,oao 13,013 ru 13,726 904 S69 1,493 112 1,605 
1946 6,9C1 4,660 11,767 611 12,378 I 791 532 1,323 100 1,423 
1949 6,449 4,379 10,626 S70 11,396 ' 7b6 494 1,240 94 1,334 
19SO S,8SO 4,123 9,973 528 10,501 I 667 470 1,137 93 1,230 
19Sl 4,98S 3,433 6,416 484 8,902 S63 369 972 87 1,059 
19S2 S,294 3,600 6,694 494 9,388 6SO 430 1,060 89 1,169 
19S3 7,013 4,6$ 11,668 532 12,200 I 862 %9 1,4;1 95 1,546 
19S4 7,S'73 ~,173 12,7b6 524 13,270 I 931 620 1,SS1 96 1,647 
19$ 7,~ ,878 12,377 489 903 S84 1,467 91 1,578 
1956 7, 3 4,6o6 12,449 974 558 1,2~2 2(. 88 11620 

llliee2 an<l 18ii6s tiiili an<l 1111£wn 
19Wi 21,675 2,916 24,793 !:62 25,355 667 114 1,001 23 1,o24 
194S 21,216 2,6SO 24,066 S71 24,639 I 913 117 1,030 24 l,OS4 
191a6 I 19,684 2,3SO 22,234 SS4 22,788 I 6SO 96 91a6 22 966 
194~ 16,667 l,S40 16,207 499 18,7o6 717 62 719 20 199 
194 1S,343 l,SS4 16,697 474 17,371 66S 63 726 19 747 
1949 12,136 1,240 13,376 404 13,760 S36 ;J. S87 16 603 
1950 11,739 1,113 12,6S2 392 13,244 S34 47 S61 16 S97 
19;1 I 1010% 1,019 11,07S 341 11,416 46S 43 SoB 13 521 
19S2 12,694 1,266 13,962 342 14,304 S8l S4 635 13 648 
19S3 14,263 1,664 1S,967 354 16,321 I 644 71 71S 14 72~ 
19S4 I 14,146 1,J72 1S,920 335 16,255 64S 76 721 13 73 
19SS ' 14,36~ 1, 32 16,215 338 16,553 663 81 744 14 7S8 
1956 14,22 1,841 16,069 650 8o 730 ~ 13 743 

14.517 J!Or!C uci~ iii::a: 
19Wi 69,017 i5,500 n.m 98,068 9,456 2,6L6 11~ 1;802 13,304 
194S I 40,960 17,300 S6,260 13,631 71,691 I 6,387 2,4% 8,843 1,6S4 10,697 
191a6 44,394 16,000 62,394 13,721 76,11S 6,642 2,S92 9,234 1,916 11,1SO 
1947 I 49,116 12,813 61,929 12,072 74,001 I 7,060 1,731 6,6ll 1,691 10,SQ2 
1948 47,61S 12,oS4 S9,669 11,200 70,669 I 6,832 1,6S4 8,486 1,%9 10,0$ 
1949 S3,032 11,729 64,761 10,236 74,997 7,3S2 1,S23 6,87S 1,411 10,266 
19SO I %,964 12,S79 69,S43 9,720 79,263 7,786 1,609 9,397 1,317 10,714 
19;1 62,0S4 14,007 76,o61 9,479 85,5110 I 6,407 1,783 10,190 1,291 11,481 
19S2 62,4Sl 15,239 77,690 8,882 86,572 6,411 1,910 10,321 1,206 ll, 527 
19S3 S3,813 13,100 66,913 7,455 74,368 I 7,293 1,676 6,911 1,035 10,006 
19S4 52,694 11,933 64,827 6,668 71,495 7,369 1,%3 8,932 938 9,870 
19SS 61,370 12,84<> 74,216 6,842 81,058 I 8,366 1,661 10,027 964 10,991 
1956 65,748 12,926 7~674 81 638 11 667 10~ 2L220 ll,252 m 118&t exc1 i&ra: 

: M1llion 
~<I E!!<lUe on 3/ 

Million Mlil on MI. ion M1111on 
: pounds pounda pollllda ~undo pounda 

19Wi 2,367 279 2,61a6 408 3,0S4 I 17,921 5,012 22,933 2,24S 2S,l78 
1945 1,311 33S 1,646 420 2,o66 I 1S,3S9 6,002 21,361 2,330 23,691 
19b6 1,344 3S3 1,697 439 2,136 13,79S 6,724 20,Sl9 2,41S 22,934 
1947 1,722 277 1,999 403 2,402 -161236 4,943 21,179 2,1S9 23,336 
1948 1,660 2S2 1,932 389 2,321 I 14,721 4,S62 19,303 1,997 21,300 
1949 1,923 270 2,193 341 2,S34 1S,632 4,212 19,6Wi 1,618 21,662 
19SO 2,009 309 2,318 313 2,631 I 16-,040 4,323 20,363 1, 712 22,075 
19Sl 2,22s 342 2,S67 296 2,863 15,686 4,333 20,219 1,679 21,898 
1952 2,234 378 2,612 269 2,881 16,799 4.S74 21,373 1,621 22,994 
1953 1,812 310 2,122 233 2,355 18,187 5,oos 23,192 1,496 24,688 
1954 1,831 290 2,121 209 2,330 18,626 S,l79 23,60S 1,4o9 25,214 
19SS 2,140 312 2,452 208 2,66o 20,127 5,344 25,471 1,424 26,895 
1956 2,255 310 2,565 g./210 2,775 21,260 5,374 26,654 g;1, 4o1 28,055 

!/ Exeludee elaughter and 118at production under Federal inepection in Hawaii and the 'l:l.rgin Ielandao 
Y Prelild.nary estimate, 
J/ Including rendered porte fat, 
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Table 13.- Price per 100 po\D'ld8 received by farmers for ~~~eat animals by classes, md index 
numbers of prices received for meat animals, United States, by 1110nths, 191.,1 to date 

Beef cattle 
I I I I I I I I I I 

Year : Jan. : Feb. I Mar. : Apr. I May : June I July I Aug. I Septo I Oct. 1 Nov. Dec. : Wti;av. 
I 

: DOl. fill. !ill. Iili. Ibl. Ibl. Ibl. Ibl. Dol. Ibl. Ibl. Ibl. DOl. 
: 

19l.a. : 8.37 8.31 8.27 8.55 8.51 8.61 8.73 9.04 9.32 9.14 8.82 9.34 8.82 
1942 : 9.72 9.89 10.10 10.50 10.60 10.70 10.70 u.1o u.oo u.oo u.oo ll.20 10.70 
1943 : ll.76 12.32 12.76 13.00 12.88 12.70 12.40 12.00 ll.70 ll.lO 10.60 10.90 ll.90 
19411 : ll.20 u.6o 12.00 12.10 12.00 11.70 10.90 10.30 10.10 9.71 9.79 10.10 10.80 

1945 : 11.00 11.60 12.50 13.10 13.40 13ol10 13.00 12.40 11.80 11.50 11.30 11.50 12.10 
1946 : 12.00 12.60 13.10 13.60 13.70 13.80 15.70 15.70 13.80 16.00 16.20 16.50 14.50 
1947 : 16.70 17.00 18.00 18.30 18.80 19.30 19.50 19.00 19.00 18.30 18.20 19.50 18.40 
1948 I 21.30 20.10 21.50 22.50 23.90 24.40 25.20 23.70 23.30 21.20 20.80 20.40 22.20 
1949 : 20.20 18.90 20.70 21.00 21.10 20.90 20.00 19.h0 19.70 19.20 18.90 19.00 19.80 

I 

1950 I 19o70 20.50 21.20 21.90 23.10 23.70 24.40 24.20 24.60 24.20 24.6o 25.20 23.30 
1951 I 27.10 29.10 29.80 30.30 29.70 29.50 29.00 28.90 29.20 28.40 27.50 27.30 26.70 
1952 I 27.20 27.50 27.50 27.70 27.80 26.20 25.60 24.60 23.20 21.40 20.30 19.00 24.30 
1953 : 19.10 18.50 17.70 17.30 17.50 16.00 17.10 16.10 15.60 14.60 14.50 14.80 16.30 
1954 I 15o90 16.10 16.40 16.90 17.40 16.60 15.50 15.70 15.80 15.60 15.10 15.20 16.00 
1955 : 16.00 16.20 l6.4o 16.70 16.30 16.4o 16.10 15.70 15.60 15.20 14.00 13.50 15.60 
1956 : 13.90 14.00 14.4o 15.00 15.4o 15.6o 15.4o 16.30 16.20 15.30 14.6o 14.10 
1957 14.90 14.90 

vee 

19l.a. 9.71 10.10 9.78 9.86 9.91 9.91 10.23 10.50 11.20 ll.o6 10.75 U.18 10.30 
1942 I 12.03 11.85 12.08 12.15 12.39 12.31 12.43 12.74 12.80 12.80 12.82 12.94 12.30 
1943 : 13.55 14.11 14.40 14.22 14.26 14.20 13.90 13.6o 13.40 13.00 12.lt0 12.50 13.30 
1944 : 12.70 13.00 13.20 13.10 13.20 13.10 12.70 12.40 12.40 12.20 12.20 12.30 12.40 

I 

1945 : 12.90 13.20 13.50 13.90 13.80 13.80 13.90 13.30 12.90 12.70 12.6o 12.60 13.00 
19116 I 13.30 13.70 13.90 14.30 14.40 14.80 16.30 15.90 15.20 16.20 16.70 17.00 15.20 
1947 : 18.00 19.00 19.60 19.40 20.20 20.90 20.80 20.70 21.40 21.00 21.10 21.90 20.40 
1948 I 23.80 22.50 23.10 23.90 25.00 25.20 26.40 25.90 25.50 23.80 23.80 24.10 24.40 
1949 : 24.70 23.80 24.20 24.40 23.70 23.30 22.10 22.00 21.90 21.70 21.70 22.00 22.60 

1950 : 23.20 24.20 24.20 24.50 2S.6o 25.90 26.60 27 oliO 27.80 27.20 27.60 28.40 26.30 
19Sl : 30.70 32.80 33.20 33.90 33.00 33.20 32.20 31.90 32.10 31.80 30.50 30.1!0 31.90 
1952 I 30.90 31.50 30.70 30.70 30.50 29.60 27.80 26.20 24.30 21.80 21.50 20.50 25.80 
1953 : 22.10 22.10 20.10 19.30 19.40 16.50 16.80 16.10 lh.80 13.80 14.50, 15.60 16.70 
1954 : 17.70 18.00 17.80 18.10 16.40 17.10 15.90 15.60 15.50 15.70 15.30 15.70 16.50 
1955 : 17.10 17.8o 17.30 17.50 17.10 17.30 16.8o 16.70 16.50 16.40 15.50 15.8o 16.70 
1956 : 16.80 17.00 16.70 16.8o 17.30 16.70 16.4o 16.50 16.30 15.70 15.4o 15.4o 
1957 : 16.60 17.30 

Hoe 
: 

191.,1 : 7.47 7.29 7.16 8.16 8.31 9.12 10.32 10.48 11.24 10.13 9.70 10.32 9.09 
1942 I 10.69 11.85 12.51 13.48 13.27 13.38 13.78 14.12 13.57 14.10 13.43 13.26 13.00 
1943 : 14.07 14.63 14.67 14.34 13.89 13.60 13.20 13.70 14.10 14.00 12.90 12.80 13.70 
1944 : 12.80 12.90 12.90 13.00 12.70 12.60 12.70 13.50 13.60 13.80 13.50 13.40 13.10 

: 
1945 : 13.80 14.00 14.00 14.10 14.10 14.10 14.10 14.00 14.10 14.10 14.20 14.20 14.00 
19116 : 14.10 14.20 14.20 14.20 14.30 14.30 17.20 20.80 16.10 22.20 23.00 22.80 17.50 
1947 : 21.90 24.30 26.50 23.90 22.20 22.10 22.00 23.60 26.70 27.10 24.30 25.20 24.10 
1948 : 26.60 2l.6o 21.50 20.30 19.90 22.90 25.20 26.90 27.40 24.70 21.80 20.90 23.10 
1949 I 19.60 19.30 20.00 18.30 17.90 18.80 18.60 19.40 19.80 17.60 15.60 14.80 18.10 

: 
1950 : 15.10 16.6o 16.00 15.70 18.30 18.20 20.90 21.70 21.30 19.20 17.80 17.80 18.00 
1951 : 20.00 21.90 21.20 20.60 20.40 20.90 20.50 20.90 19.80 20.20 18.10 17.60 20.00 
1952 : 17.30 17.10 16.60 16.40 19.20 19.40 19.70 20.60 19.00 18.50 16.60 16.10 17.80 
1953 : 17.90 19.30 20.20 21.00 23.10 22.80 23.70 23.30 23.90 21.30 20.30 23.00 21.40 
1954 : 24.70 25.30 25.00 26.40 24.70 21.50 20.40 21.10 19.70 18.40 18.50 17.00 21.60 
1955 16.8o 16.30 15.50 16.60 16.40 17.70 16.4o 15.70 15.70 14.50 12,10 10.6o 15.00 
1956 10.90 12.00 12.30 14.30 15.50 15.6o 15.20 16.20 15.50 15.50 14.20 16.20 
1957 17.30 16.30 

Continued-
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Table lS•!" Price per 100 pound.e received by' f'U1U81"e tor meat 8Di.II8J.a by' c1asses, and index numbers 
of prices receind tor lle&t animals, United States, by 1110nthe, 1941 to date - Continued 

Sheep 

' : I I ' I I I I I I 

Year : Jan. 1 Feb. I Maro I Apr. I May : June I July I Aug. I Septo Oct. r Nov. 1 Dec • wt. av. .. 
!I I : ' ' : DOl. DOl. &1. DOl. DOl. pol. no1. DOl. lb1. lb1. ]))1. lb1. &1. 

19la. 4.1,4 4.6.5' 4.86 .5'.20 4.97 4.69 4.69 5.03 5.36 5.15 5.13 .5'.24 S.o6 
1942 .5' • .5'2 5.n 5.85 6.03 6.03 5.60 .5'.46 .5'.52 5.50 5.44 5.48 5.92 5.8o 
1943 6.39 7.01 7.27 7.3$ 7.31 7.14 6.84 6.$3 6.39 6.08 $.81 5.94 6.$7 
1944 I 6.11 6.$7 6.80 6.97 6.74 6 • .5'9 6.09 .5'.77 5.52 .5'.61 5.61 5.83 6.01 

194.5' 6.18 6.56 6.87 7.17 6.99 6.82 6.83 6.39 $.89 $.79 5.86 $.98 6.38 
1946 I 6.34 6.62 6.87 7e01 7oo6 7.23 8.14 7.14 7.52 8.43 7.70 7 • .5'5 7.48 
1947 I 7.64 7.78 8.43 8.57 8.73 8.36 8.$9 8.5.5' 8.64 8.42 8.63 8.62 8.39 
1948 9.29 9.31 9.44 9.48 10..5'0 10.30 10.20 10.20 9.67 9.07 8.93 8.81 9.69 
1949 9.10 9.28 10.10 10.Bo 10.60 9.92 9.27 8.78 8.61 8.88 8.86 9.20 9.27 

1950 9.69 10.30 11.10 11.10 11.00 10.40 10.40 11.10 11.8o 12.90 13.30 13.80 11.60 
1951 1S.!i0 18.00 19.40 18.30 17.10 16.Bo 1$.70 1$.30 1$.20 1$.60 14.40 14.10 16.00 
1952 13.40 13.30 13.20 13..5'0 12.80 11.30 9.79 9.42 8.83 7.60 7.16 7.36 10.00 
19.5'3 7.9$ 8.24 8.43 8.29 7.89 6.39 6.08 6.10 $.81 5.72 5.98 6.33 6.6"( 
19.5'4 6.78 7•% 7.62 7.49 6.74 6.30 5.62 $.17 $.17 5.41 $.75 $.69 6.14 
19.5'.5' 6.24 6. 6.92 6.72 5·93 5-77 5-56 5·59 5·58 5.63 5.60 ~-69 5.87 
19$6 $.78 6.00 6.28 6.28 6.00 5.6o 5.29 5.22 5.24 5.21 5.14 5-25 
1957 5·71 6.11 

19la. : 8.$6 8.ao 9.12 9.37 9.34 9.49 9.47 9.$6 10.09 9.83 9.70 10.13 9..5'8 
1942 I 10o56 10.69· 10.62 10.85 11.60 11.98 11.81 12.0$ 11.90 11~83 12.04 12.49 11.70 
1943 I 13.03 13.76 13.97 13.87 13.82 13.50 13.30 12.Bo 12.!i0 12.20 11.90 12.10 13.00 
1944 I 12o!i0 13.20 13..5'0 13.6o 13.40 13.10 12.60 12.20 12.10 12.10 12.10 12.30 12.50 

I 

194.5' I 12.90 13..5'0 13.Bo 13.90 13.60 13.40 13.40 12.90 12.50 12.$0 12.70 12.Bo 13.10 
1946 I 12.90 13.40 13.70 14.00 14.10 14.30 1.5'.90 16.40 1$.70 17.40 18.$0 18.70 1$.60 
1947 I 19o10 19.60 20.30 19.Bo 19.90 20.90 20.90 20.90 21.50 20.30 20.80 21.30 20.$0 
1948 I 22o20 20.8o 20.10 21.20 23.30 24.90 26.10 24.8o 23.30 21.90 21.90 2l.Bo 22.80 
1949 I 22o00 21.70 23.80 2.5'.8o 2.5'.30 24.30 22.8o 21.20 21.60 21.$0 21.40 21.00 22.40 

I 
19$0 I 21e70 23.00 24.00 24.10 24.70 24.8o 24.70 25.00 2.5'.70 26.00 26.80 27.6o 2.5'.10 
1951 I 30.10 33.40 35.20 34.30 32.50 31.70 30.20 29.80 29.70 29.70 29.00 28.60 31.00 
19.5'2 I 28.20 26.8o 25.60 26.60 26.10 2.5'.60 25.60 2.5'.50 24.00 22.10 20.80 19.50 24o30 
195'3 I 20o40 20.$0 20.40 20.8o 22.10 21.8o 21.6o 20.00 17.60 16.60 17.10 17.30 19.30 
195'4 I 18.70 19.40 21.00 21.90 21.80 20.90 19 • .5'0 18.40 17.70 17.60 17.70 17.50 19.10 
19.5'5 I 18.6o 19.4o 19.80 19.50 18.4o 19.90 18.70 18.4o 17.70 17.50 17.20 16.)0 18.4o 
19$6 I 17.10 17.70 18.10 18.20 21.50 20.80 19.30 18.90 18.6o 17.90 17.50 17.4o 
1957 I 18.00 18.4o 

I 

I 

19la. I 128 127 126 13.5' 136 141 1.5'0 1.5'4 161 153 147 156 143 
1942 : 162 171 177 186 166 188 190 196 192 19.5' 191 192 186 
191U I 203 212 216 216 212 208 203 202 202 196 184 186 203 
1944 I 189 194 198 199 196 193 186 186 18.5' 183 182 184 190 

I 

1945 : 194 201 209 21.5' 217 216 214 210 20.5' 202 202 203 207 
1946 I 208 214 219 223 22.5' 226 2.5'8 279 23.5' 292 299 301 248 
1947 I 298 317 339 32.5' 320 325 326 331 351 346 329 346 329 
1948 :371 329 340 342 3.5'4 377 400 396 .394 359 338 330 361 
1949 I 321 3o8 329 324 321 323 312 311 316 298 284 280 311 

I 

19$0 : 289 3o6 309 313 340 3b4 366 371 373 3.5'7 3.5'3 3.5'9 340 
1951 I 392 425' 429 429 420 421 412 413 408 404 382 377 1.!09 
19.5'2 : 315 37.5' 370 371 388 37.5' 370 .366 343 321 299 284 35'3 
195'3 I 298 302 299 301 316 300 .313 301 297 272 266 286 296 
19.5'4 I 308 314 316 330 324 296 278 282 274 26.5' 261 2.5'3 292 
19$ I 261 261 258 266 260 271 259 251 249 239 214 201 249 
1956 :~ 215 221 237 251 252 246 259 251~ 245 231 239 238 
1957 '249 
!/ Annual state averages weighted ~ shi.p118nte and local slaughter. Y Includes production payments on 

beet cattle, sheep aDd lambs, July 19 .5'-June 1946. Year averages are \DlWIIighted. 



Table 1.4.- Market price per 100 pounds for selected classes of cattle and calves, 1936 to date 

: l!eel' steers for slaughter 1/ : Cows, Chicago 2/ I Vealers, 
1 Chicago I : Sioux : 1 1 1 Chicago 1 
: : : : 1 : : Omaha, r City, : Commer- 1 : Canner : Choice 

Year 1 • . 1 :Commer- : : All : all 1 all : cial :Utility 1 and : and 
s Prime ; Choice : Good I cial : Utility:grades : grades : grades : 'JI : W I Cutter : Prime 

J • • : ' : : ; : 21 : ' . ,. .. 
: Ibl. M. Ih1. Ihl. Ihl. Ihl. n:ll. Ihl. llll. Ihl. DOl. n:ll. 

1936 : 9.97 
1937 : 14.79 
1938 : 10.71 
1939 : 10.48 . . 

8.82 
11.79 
9.14 
9.81 

7.85 
9.19 
7.88 
8.77 

6.58 
7.51 
6.77 
7Sl 

8.82 
11.47 
9.39 
9.75 

5.80 
7.18 
6.58 
6.94 

4.95 
5.88 
5.69 
5.99 

4.04 
4.54 
4.63 
4.84 

9.30 
10.07 
9.52 

10.07 

19Lo : 11.86 10.48 8.84 7.51 10.43 --- --- 7.02 5.86 4.65 10.61 
1941 : 12.23 11.36 10.02 8.64 11.33 --- --- 8.22 7.00 5.68 12.18 
1942 : 15.19 13.90 12.22 10.40 13.79 --- --- 10.61 8.96 7.22 14.48 
1943 : 16.23 15.34 14.01 11.66 15.30 --- --- 12.66 10.54 8.18 15.18 
1944 : 17.05 15 •. 73 13.87 11.25 15.44 --- --- 12.80 10.09 7.32 14.86 
1945 : 17.30 16.00 14.12 11.73 16.18 --- --- 13.65 11.17 8.30 1$.12 
1946 : 20.24 19.32 17.36 13.75 19.16 --- --- 14.62 11.93 9.12 16.87 
1947 : 30.64 26.22 21.76 18.04 25.83 --- --- 17.84 14.26 11.48 24.98 
1948 : 35.24 30.96 26.31 22.16 30.88 --- --- 22.64 19.49 16.15 29.02 
1949 : 28.65 26.07 23.17 19.77 25.80 24.23 24.41 18.41 16.33 13.95 27.64 

: 
1950 : 32.43 29.68 26.08 22.86 29.35 27.88 27.98 21.48 19.36 16.48 31.08 
1951 : 38.11 35.96 33.37 30.97 28.31 3$.72 34.18 34.34 27.76 24.48 20.93 37.19 
1952 : 35.17 33.18 30.10 26.39 22.70 32.38 31.04 31.16 21.74 19.53 16.82 34.42 
1953 : 26.56 24.14 21.56 18.74 15.77 23.62 21.91 22.10 13.92 12.41 10.67 2$.04 
1954 : 27.53 24.66 21.81 18.32 15.27 24.23 22.67 . 22.73 13.28 11.46 9.60 23.07 
1955 : 23.62 23.16 21.14 17.62 14.79 22.59 21.39 21.39 12.98 11.52 10.00 24.80 
1956 : 25.4; 22.30 19.39 §/16.51 14.20 22.00 20.15 20.57 12.72 11.37 10.00 7/23.62 

]J Corn Belt steers sold out of first hands for slaughter. 2/ Approximate equivalent for present grades, esti
mated as noted in notes 3, 4, $. 3/ Weighted average of Good ;', Co11111on and Medium 1, through 19371 Good 31 

Medium 1, 1938""5DJ reported as Conrcial, 1951 to date. !!{Weighted average of Co11111on and Medium 9, IDw ~utter 
and Cutter 21 Good 1, through 1937; Co11111on 31 Medium 11 1938-$0; from July 1939-December 1949, prices for Co11111on 
VP-.,.c obtained as the lower halt ot range of Cutter and CoJIIIlon; reported as Utility, 1951 to date. 5/ lDw Cutter 
and Cutter through June 1939; average estimates for Common, and Canner'-I.ow Cutter, July 1939 to 194'9'; reported 
as Canner and Cutter, 19$0 to date. §/ Weighted average o:f present grades Standard and ConunerciaL 1/ Beginning 
July, Choice grade. 

COlll.Piled :from~ News, Livestock Division. 
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Table l5·- Market price per 100 pounds for selected classes of hogs and sheep~ 1936 to date i 
I 

Barrows and gilts~ Chicago 'Parrows 1 t Lambe ISlanghter ()) 

• t t : t t and : 'Slaughter~:Feeding,t ewes, 
()) 

Year 1 • 1 1 t : t tgilts, 8t Sows, tChoice and:Good and:Good and 
:16o-180 t18D-200 t 2Q0-220t220-2Wl t240-270 :270-300 t All =markets :Chicagot Prime, t Cboi : Choice, 
: pounds ~ pomds ~ pounds ~ pounds ! pounds ~ pounds ~weig~ts: y ! ~Chicago y;Omahacl/: Chicago 

: Dol. !01. Dol. Ibl. Dol. ~ Dol. Ib1. ~ Dol. Dol. Dol. 
: 

1936 : 10.12 10.27 10.3.5 4/10 • .34 BO.l9 ~ 9.96 -- --- 8.70 9.86 8.22 4.20 
1937 : 10..54 10.6.5 18.70 4/10.67 ~0 • .54 ~0 • .3.5 -- - 9.98 10.59 9.10 4.68 
1938 : 8.54 8.62 8.64 ~ 8.56 ~ 8 • .36 ~ 8.11 8.27 8.1.3 7.34 8.39 7 • .39 .3.82 
19.39 : 6.94 7.06 7.08 1.1 7.04 11 6.88 jJ 6.62 6.81 6.62 .5.67 9.26 8.21 4.03 

1940 : 5.71 5.95 6.03 6.0.3 5.93 5.78 5.80 5.68 5 • .31 9.65 8.5.3 4.18 
1941 : 9.59 9.79 9.85 9.84 9.73 9.59 9.47 9.1&4 9 • .34 ll.l9 10.27 5.43 
1942 : 13.63 13.90 13.99 13.99 13.95 13.90 13.69 13.62 13.73 13.81 12.02 6.60 
1943 : 14.17 14.1,9 14.66 ll,.66 U.62 14.56 14.49 14.24 13.71 14.95 13.22 7.44 
194ll : 13.,., 13.98 14.14 14.14 13.94 13.70 13.77 13.57 12.75 15.22 12.70 6.89 
194$ : 14.74 14.76 14.76 14.76 14.76 14.76 14.75 14.6o 13.99 15.48 14.17 7.69 
1946 : 17.68 17.9.3 17.97 17.96 17.94 17.88 18.42 l-7.99 18.31 18.65 16.46 8.25 
1947 : 25.75 26.23 26.32 26.24 25.91 25.29 25.21 25.24 21.88 23.59 20.76 9.17 [\) 

1948 : 25.14 25.55 25.61 25.40 24.77 23.87 23.27 23.51 22.58 25.96 22.36 11.59 -l 

1949 : 19.50 19.88 19.94 19.77 19.41 18.87 18.62 18.69 16.67 25.45 23.06 10.83 
: 

1950 : 18.91 19.46 19.59 19.51 19.25 18.84 18.39 18.52 17.72 27.30 27.52 12.67 
1951 : 20.68 21.33 21.4.5 . 21.36 21.12 20.67 20.74 20 • .56 18.43 34.29 31.90 17.58 
1952 : 18.47 19.26 19.36 19.18 18.83 18.35 18.28 18.13 16.91 27.23 22.15 10.51 
1953 : 21.82 22.86 22.99 22.94 22.75 y22.26 22.03 21.99 20 • .56 22.96 18.36 7.22 
19.54 : 22.58 23.41 23.48 23.31 22.82 22.22 22.13 22.25 18.73 22.08 19.06 6.35 
1955 : 15.~ 16.40 16.41 16.27 15.78 1~.3.3 1~o16 1~.19 13.64 2l.35 18.88 6.04 
l956 : 14. l5.36 15.53 15.48 l5.l7 1 .85 l .69 1 .82 13.4l 2l.76 18.4o 5·77 
!/ Chicago, Indianapolis, Kansas City, Omaha, St. !Duis N.S.Y., Sioux City, S. St. Joseph and s. St. Paul. 

Prior to 1940 excludes Indianapolis. ?] Average of prices by IOOilths for market classes as reported in each month. 
Eeginning 1932 reported classes change seasonaLly, comprisi."lg shorn lamb; in about May, spring lambs in about June-
September, and wooled lambs in all other months. Jl Average prices for the months available. In some years, no 
prices are quoted £or one to three oonths of few feeder shi.pnents. ~ 220-250 pounds. 'if 250-290 pounds. 
6/ 290-350 pounds. 1/ Average of prices in January-June for market c ass ot earlier years, and in July-December 
?or classes ot later years. Y Average for 10 months. 

Compiled from~ News~ Livestock Division. 
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Table 16.- Average price per 100 pounds for etocker and feeder steere at Kansae 
City and Choice grade elaughter steers at Chicago, qy months 1938 to date 

Stocker and feeder steers, l<ansas City !/ 
t I I t I : : Av. 

Year : Jan. 1 Feb. I Maro : Apr. : Mley' 1 June : July : Aug. 1 Sept.: Oct. 1 Nov. : Dec.: y 
I I : I 

: -Ik>l. Ik>l. lkll. Ik>l. lkll. Ik>l. ~ lkll. ~ - Ik>l •. Dol. Ik>l. ~ 

1938 : 6.98 7.04 7.60 7.55 7.72 7Sl 7.80 7.54 7o42 7o47 7o77 8.00 7.54 
1939 I 8.52 8.79 9.18 9.21 8.89 7o94 7.61 7.43 8.02 8.04 7.95 7.96 8.09 

: 
1940 : 8.07 8.12 8.97 9.o6 9.18 8.05 8.09 8.53 8.41 8.52 8.81 8.76 8.53 
1941 : 10.16 10.00 10.29 10.33 lO.o6 9.90 9.59 9.79 9.98 . 9.53 9.35 10.46 9.93 
1942 : 10.57 10.69 11.47 11.93 12.00 ll.83 ll.09 12.05 ll.64 11.83 12.62 12.24 11.75 
1943 : 12.67 13.48 14.49 14.58 14.60 14.38 12.48 12.17 11.81 11.36 10.97 11.29 12.35 
1944 : 11.60 12.95 13.o6 12.76 12.84 11.65 10.93 11.50 11.34 11.50 11.96 11.49 11.78 

: 
1945 : 12.40 13.00 13.60 13.90 14.23 13.73 13.54 1).08 12.25 12.62 13.19 13.41 13.07 
1946 : 13.56 14.71 15.22 15.86 15.82 15.72 15.53 15.51 15.99 16.42 16.30 17.63 15.87 
1947 : 17.68 18.96 20.13 19.91 21.33 21.11 21.91 21.22 21.65 20.96 21.32 23.59 20.81 
1948 I 26.31 24.15 25.57 26.62 27.60 26.96 28.25 27.40 25.42 24.41 24.52 23.26 25.54 
1949 : 22.15 21.25 24.37 23.66 24.02 22.53 20.62 20.o6 19.74 20.57 21.45 21.44 21.34 

: 
1950 : 22.94 24.13 25.32 . 25.79 27.19 27.44 27.48 26.90 26.90 26~92 2B.h6 29.45 26.67 
1951 : 31.88 34.42 35.12 35.64 34.29 32.83 31.61 32.59 31.90 31.97 31.63 30.45 32.63 
1952 : 31.19 32.o6 31.99 31.32 32.o6 27.21 25.24 25.17 23.57 22.76 22.31 20.50 25.55 
1953 I 21.73 20.91 21.19 19.91 19.80 15.22 16.75 15.78 15.07 15.74 17.56 17.63 17.35 
1954 : 19;.83 20.02 19.81 20.62 20.44 18.20 16.12 17.88 18.10 18.84 19.63 19.23 18.97 
1955 : 20.40 20.46 21.28 21.25 20.01 19.03 18.19 19.69 17.97 18.02 16.92 15.89 18.60 
1956 I 17.13 17.04 17.44 17.81 17.68 17.02 17.36 17.88 17.22 17.31 17.29 16.67 17.37 
1957 I 17.68 

Choice grade beef steers for slaughter, Chicago ~ 

1938 : 8.29 7.91 8.49 8.49 8.69 9.15 9.98 9.69 10.03 10.01 9.99 10.16 9.14 
1939 : 10.35 10.23 10.64 10.33 9.92 9.29 9.26 9.03 10.20 9.68 9.52 9.44 9.81 

: 
1940 : 9.44 9.53 9.86 10.01 9.92 9.57 10.29 10.82 11.15 11.72 11.73 11.86 10.48 
1941 : 12.21 11.64 11.12 11.07 10.54 10.74 11.11 11.58 11.56 11.36 11.24 12.41 11.36 
1942 : 12.54 12.47 13.03 13.83 13.65 13.12 13.75 14.87 14.63 15.07 15.40 14.90 13.90 
1943 : 15.05 15.53 15.92 15.91 15.?9 15.50 15.o6 15.29 15.27 14.92 14.98 14.89 15.34 
1944 : 15.00 15.12 15.23 15.33 15.73 16.23 16.35 16.42 16.26 16.56 16.27 15.62 15.73 

: 
1945 : 15.35 15.42 1$'.81 16.11 16.16 16.16 16.17 15.98 16.15 16.45 16.56 16.45 16.00 
1946 : 16.51 16.36 16.37 16.46 16.55 16.98 19.86 20.73 19.58 24.97 25.63 25.28 19.32 
1947 : 23.93 23.79 2h.o5 23.45 24.22 25.72 27.64 28.27 29.43 29.55 29.12 29.62 26.22 
1948 : 30.36 27.10 26.92 28.17 30.91 34.85 36.44 36.02 34.49 32.24 30.68 27.82 30.96 
1949 : 24.72 22.99 24.19 24.37 24.92 26.37 25.96 26.50 28.22 29.63 29.35 29.91 26.07 

: 
1950 I 28.14 27.19 27.33 27.66 29.19 29.99 30.62 29.97 30.32 30.42 31.24 32.98 29.68 
1951 : 34.77 35.98 36.67 )6.93 )6.52 35.68 35.47 35.85 36.68 36.31 36.09 34.78 35.96 
1952 : 34.68 34.57 34.69 34.76 34.17 32.81 33.03 33.02 32.53 32.55 32.20 30.86 33.18 
1953 : 27.84 24.49 22.68 21.99 22.36 22.04 24.41 25.28 25.87 25.63 25.03 24.37 24.14 
1954 : 24.74 23.86 23.89 24.83 24.25 23.88 23.99 24.08 25.00 25.37 25.65 26.53 24.66 
1955 : 26.98 26.17 25.Bo 24.62 23.09 22.63 22.72 22.43 22.69 22.01 20.83 20.35 23.16 
1956 : 20.02 18.88 19.41 20.56 20.70 21.05 22.37 25.81 27.27 26.08 24.30 21.99 22.30 
1957 I 21.23 

!/ Average for all weights and grades. 
Y Weighted average. 
~ Prior to 1951 reported ae Good grade. 

Compiled from Market~~ Livestock Division. 
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Table 17.- Ibg-com price ratio, Chicago and United States, 
by m:>nths 1937 to date!/ 

Chicago, based on prices of barrows and gilts Y . : . I : I : : . . . 
;Av. Year :Jan. :Feb. :Mar. :Apr. :May :June :JuJ.:r :Aug. :Sept. :Oct. :Nov. :Dec. 
:Y 

1937 : ll.3 15.6 16.3 14.2 
1936 : 13.5 14.6 15.9 14.2 14.3 15.5 16.2 16.3 16.9 17.7 16.7 14.3 15.5 
1939 I 14o3 16.3 15.6 14.4 13.3 12.9 13.9 13.8 14.4 14.6 12.2 9.7 13.8 
19l.i0 I 9.2 9.0 8.9 8.8 8.3 7o9 9.7 10.1 10.5 9.9 9.6 10.4 9.4 
19~ : 12.3 12.5 11.7 12.2 12.6 13.4 15.1 15.0 15.5 15.3 14.5 14.2 13.7 
1942 : 14.0 15.4 16.4 17.3 16.5 16.9 16.9 17.5 17.4 19.4 17.3 15.7 16.7 
1943 : 15.4 15.9 15.5 14.7 13.6 13.1 13.0 13.5 14.0 13.8 12.9 U.7 13.9 
1944 : u.s ll.9 12.1 u.s 11.4 n.4 11.9 12.6 12.7 12.8 13.0 12.5 12.2 
1945 : 12.8 12.8 12.8 12.8 12.7 12.5 12.5 12.5 12.5 12.5 12.6 12.5 12.6 
1946 : 12.7 12.6 12.3 12.3 10.3 9.7 8.4 11.4 8.6 12.7 17.4 17o3 12.1 
1947 : 17.2 18.4 15.8 13.4 12.7 ll.1 ll.4 ll.2 11.2 11.7 10.4 10.2 12.9 
1948 : 10.0 10.0 9.4 8.6 8.8 10.2 13.1 15.2 16.0 17.6 16.6 15.0 12.5 
1949 : 13.8 15'.6 15'.3 13.6 13.9 15.3 15.3 16.4 15.8 15'.7 13.9 U.9 14.7 
1950 : 12.0 13.0 12.3 11.5 12.6 13.2 15.1 15.6 14.2 12.9 u.5 u.2 12.9 
19.51 : 12.0 12.5 12.4 11.9 12.0 12.9 12.8 12.4 11.6 u.5 10.2 9.4 11.8 
1952 : 9.3 9.6 9.1 9.3 u.o ll.2 12.1 12.1 us U.9 10.8 10.4 10.7 
1953 : 11.4 12.7 13.3 14.2 15.2 16.2 16.5 15.3 15.0 14.6 14.6 15.5 14.6 
1954 : 16.2 16.6 16.6 17.4 16.4 14.9 14.0 13.4 12.2 12.3 12.6 11.4 14.5 
195.5 : u.o 10.8 n.o 11.6 11.6 13.2 12.~ 12.$' 12.4 12.2 10.4 8.6 11.4 
1956 I 9.2 9.8 9.8 10.4 10.7 10.9 10. 10.7 10.5 12.1 11.2 12.4 10.7 
1957 : 13.3 

united Statee2 based on Erices received bz farmers for all hogs 
: 

1937 : 9.5 9.1 8.9 7.7 7.9 8.7 9.3 11.5 11..5 16.8 17.2 15.6 11.1 
1938 I 14.7 1.5.1 16.6 14.9 14.1 1.5.6 16.2 16.2 17.1 17.3 18.2 16.0 16.0 
19.39 : 15.5 16.6 16.1 14.5 13.1 11.8 12.5 u.6 12.2 13.7 12.4 9.9 13.3 
1940 : 9.7 9.1 8.7 8.4 8.5 7.5 9.3 9.4 10.0 9.8 9.9 10.3 9.2 
1941 : 13.3 13.0 12.5 13.2 12.6 13.4 14.8 1.5.0 15.9 15.6 15.2 15.4 14.2 
1942 : 14.7 15.5 16.0 16.9 16.3 16 • .3 16.6 16.9 16.4 18.2 17.7 16.5 16.5 
1943 : 16.0 16.2 15.5 14 • .3 13.1~ 12.8 12.2 12.6 12.9 13.1 12 • .3 11.5 13.6 
1944 : 11 • .3 11.4 11.5 U • .3 11.0 11.0 10.9 us 11.7 12.2 12.7 12.6 n.6 
194.5 I 12o9 13.2 1.3.1 13.2 13.1 12.7 12.6 12.4 12.6 12.5 12.8 13.0 12.8 
1946 : 12.8 12.8 12.5 12.'2 10.6 10.1 8.8 11.6 9.3 13.1 18.1 18.7 12.6 
1947 : 18.1 19.8 17.7 14.7 14.0 U.9 10.9 10.8 U.l 12.2 11.1 10.6 1.3.6 
1948 : 10.8 11.2 10.2 9.~ 9.2 10.6 12.5 14.1 l5.h 17.9 18.0 17.0 13.0 
1949 : 1.5.7 17.2 16.9 1.5.0 14.7 15.5 14.9 16.11 17.1 16.1 15 • .3 1.3.1 15.7 
1950 : 13.1 14.3 13.4 12.5 13.7 13.h 14.5 15.1 14.8 14.0 13.0 12.3 13.7 
19.51 : 13.0 13.7 13.2 12.7 12.4 12.9 12.6 12.7 12.0 12.3 11.2 10..5 12.4 
1952 : 10.3 10.4 10.1 9.8 11.3 n .• 2 11.4 11.9 11.1 12.1 11.4 10.7 11.0 
195.3 : 12.1 13.5 13.8 14.4 15.5 ].5.6 16.1 15.7 15.9 15.9 15o.3 16.3 15.0 
1954 : 17.4 17.7 17.4 18.2 16.8 1lh4 13.6 13.8 12.9 12.1 13.5 12.2 15.0 
1955 : 12 • .0 11.6 11.4 12o2 11.7 12.6 11.7 12.1 12.7 12.7 11.1 9.2 n.8 
1956 : 9.4 10.2 10.2 10.8 11.2 11.0 10.6 11.2 10.8 13.0 11.7 13.3 11.1 
1257 t 14.1 13.7 

!/Number or bushels or corn equivalent in value to 100 pounds of live hogs. 
Y Price of barrows and gilts not available prior to September 1937. Corn price 

is of No. 3 Yellow. 
J.l Unweighted average of ratios for individual months. 



Table 18.- Chicago wholesale price of steer beef and lamb carcasses and of composite pork products, t-< 
and United States composite average retail prices for meat, 1935 to date ~ 

I 
g; 

Cliicago wholesale Erice I United States --
1 Steer beef : Lamb I Co~site ho~ products 1 composite average 
1 carcass, : carcass, : Including lard s Exclu~ lard 1 retail pri.ee 

Year : Choice, ' . Choice, : 71.90 lb., fresh 1 71.01 lb., fresh 1 55.991>:, fresh I Beef s Pork 
=5oo-6oo lh,'30-4o lb • .,: products Y land cured products Ysand cured products J/1 (Choice'excluding 
s per 100 !per 100 ~ : Per 1 1 Per 1 : P : grade) 1 lard 

lb. : lb. : 
Value ~ 100 lb. ~ Value ~ 100 lb. ~ Value ~ 100 ~b. ~ per lbo ~ per lb. 

fullars DOllars DO liars IE!Iars Dollars fu!Iars fullars Dollars Cents Cents 

1935 : 15.57 15.86 12.58 17.27 14.32 20.08 11.98 21.27 30.5 27.4 
1936 : 13.21 17.00 11.29 15.50 13.23 18.55 11.33 20.12 28.6 26.9 
1937 : 17.31 17.81 n.6o 15.93 13.70 19.21 ll.76 20.88 32.5 27.7 
1938 : 14.39 15.74 9.55 13.11 ll.50 16.12 10.08 17.90 28.7 24.5 
1939 t 15.46 16.87 8.02 11.01 9.72 13.63 8.57 15.22 29.5 22.2 

1940 : 16.ll 16.95 6.84 9.39 8.32 ll.67 7.36 13.07 29.5 19.3 
1941 : 17.18 18.41 10.68 14.66 12.12 16.99 10.61 18,84 31.5 24.7 
1942 : 19.98 22.94 14.o6 19.30 15.98 22.41 13.81 24.52 35.0 30o0 
1943 : 20.62 24.63 13.42 1.8.42 15.46 21.68 13.13 23.31 36.2 30.9 
191.!4 : 19.88 23.68 12.?4 17.L9 14.69 20.6o 12.36 21.95 34.2 29.0 w 

0 

1945 : 19.88 23.68 13-26 1B.26 14.91 20.91 12.58 22.34 33.5 29.0 
1946 : 2?.81 31.08 18.16 24.93 20.29 28.45 16.75 29.74 l:!/42.5 37.1 
1947 : 41.46 42.66 27.23 3'{.87 29-55 41.61 25.70 45.90 61.8 55.5 
1948 : 5'0.03 49.00 26.82 3r( • 30 J0.06 42. 3i3 26.4o 47.15 15.3 56.5 
1949 : 42.66 49.64 21.29 29.61 24.63 34.69 22.36 39·94 68.4 50.6 

: 
195'0 : 4?.09 .2/51.46 20.96 29.15 23-98 33-77 21.62 38.61 75.4 5'0.3 
1951 : 56.42 57.27 23.2:5 _32.34 26.04 36.67 22.98 41.01> 88.2 54.3 
1952 . 53.96 f;55.13 20.95 29.14 23-99 33· "(8 21.82 38.97 86.6 52.1 . 
1953 : 39.78 ~4h.68 24.25 33·73 27.58 38;84 2;i.15 44.92 69.1 5?.4 
1954 : 40.14 ~1.!4.24 24.85 34-~ 28.32 59.88 2-5.20 4~.01 68.5 58.3 
195~ : 38.78 42.44 18.29 25. 22.08 1.09 19.80 3 .36 67.7 49.2 
195 : 37.88 6 1!2. 52 17.52 24.37 20.97 29.53 18.59 33.20 66.0 46.6 

¥; Prior to 1947 value of 72.84 lb. fresh products. 
/ Prior to 1947 value o£ 71.32 lb. fresh and cured products. 

"J/ Prior to 1947 value of 56o32 lb. fresh and cured products. 
~ 11 month average. f; Price of 45-50 lb. carcass used for four months. 
Y 40-5'0 lb. carcass. 
]) Beginning June 1956, 45-55 pound carcass. · 
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Year 

1924 
1925 
1926 
1927 
1928 
1929 

1930 
1931 
1932 
1933 4/ 
1934 4/ 
1935 4/ 
1936 9 
1937 
1938 
1939 

194o 
191~1 
1942 2) 
1943 2/ 
1944 2/ 
1945 2/ 
1946 ~ 
1947 
1948 
1949 

1950 
1951 
1952 
1953 
1954 
1955 
1956 §) 

- 31 -

Table 19·- Retail value of meat consumed c~ared with disposable 
income, United States, 1924 to date 

Average 
: retail 
: price of 
: meat per 
: pound y . .. 

Cents 

27·5 
31.2 
32.6 
32.2 
33.0 
34.2 

: 32.2 
26.4 
19.4 
17.2 
21.0 
28.8 
27.8 
30.0 
26.5 
25.6 

23.8 
27·9 
32.4 
33.2 
31.4 
31.4 
39·7 
57.8 
64.5 
59·0 

61.9. 
68.6 
67.6 
63.9 
64.1 
59.4 
57.6 

Retail value of meat Disposable personal Retail 
consumed per person gJ income per person 1/ value of 
----------_________ : meat as a per-

Value 

Dollars 

34.8o 
37-30 
38.50 
37.20. 
37.4o 
38.70 

35.8o 
29.8o 
22.00 
20.10 
24.10 
28.50 
30.30 
32.4o 
28.8o 
29.30 

29.10 
34.20 
38.90 
42.10 
41.90 
39.10 
52.60 
76-50 
8o.20 
72.8o 

76.50 
81.30 
84.50 
83.90 
83.60 
81.90 
81.20 

:Index numbers, 
: ( 1935-39=100) 

117 
125' 
129 
125 
125 
130 

120 
100 

74 
67 
81 
95 

102 
108 

97 
98 

97 
115 
130 
141 
14o 
131 
176 
256 
269 
244 

256 
272 
283 
281 
28o 
274 
272 

centage of 
~ Value :Index numbers,: disposable 

:(1935-39=100) income 

Dollars 

602 
627 
642 
635 
644 
673 

596 
507 
384 
359 
4o6 
452 
510 
544 
499 
531 

568 
687 
860 
964 

1,046 
l,06o 
1,110 
1,157 
1,262 
1,244 

1,34o 
1,445 
1,491 
1,545 
1,545 
1,616 
1,682 

119 
124 
127 
125 
127 
133 

118 
100 

76 
71 
80 
89 

101 
107 

98 
105 

112 
136 
170 
190 
206 
209 
219 
228 
249 
245 

264 
285 
294 
305 
305 
319 
332 

Percent 

5.8 
6.0 
6.0 
5·9 
5.8 
5.8 

6.0 
5·9 
5·7 
5.6 
5·9 
6.3 
5·9 
5·9 
5.8 
5·5 

5.1 
5.0 
4.5 
4.4 
4.0 
3·7 
4.7 
6.6 
6.4 
5.8 

5·7 
5.6 
5·7 
5.4 
5.4 
5.1 
4.8 

Y Beef, veal, lamb and mutton and pork, excluding lard. Price weighted by 
consumption of each meat in each year. gj Computed from estimated retail weieht of 
each meat consumed per civilian consumer. 'lJ Computed from income data of U. s. 
Department of Commerce. Prior to 1929 estimated by Agricultural Marketing Service. 
~/ Excludes consumption from Government emergency programs. 2/ Data affected by 
wartime controls • §/ Preliminary. 
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Table 20·- Exports and imports of meat, product weight, 
194-0 to date y 

Exports Imports for consumption 

Year Beef Lamb Beef Lamb 
and and Pork lJ :Sausage and and Pork 2) 

:veal g) mutton !Jj veal y mutton . 
" Million Million Million Million Million Million Million 

J20unds. J20unds J20unds J20unds ;12ounds ;12ounds J20unds 

l94o 17 l 94 5 75 ~ 6 
1941 28 l 268 81 146 l2 
1942 21 5 651 396 115 1 1 
1943 41 124 1,091 398 ll4 1 8 
1944 28 25 1,131 259 97 f; §} 
1945 94 10 673 93 71 

~ 
3 

1946 425 11 362 62 18 
~ 1947 158 7 63 14 34 

1948 15 2 29 5 215 3 1 
191~9 20 l 60 9 171 4 3 
1950 17 6 / 58 4 210 3 32 
1951 12 ~ 82 6 324 7 49. 
1952 15 97 4. 284 6 62 
1953 39 1 79 5 160 3 146 
1954 34 1 53 8 126 2 171 
1955 41 §) 66 7 119 2 162 
1956 81 §! 11 76 §./6 ll2 1 14o 

\ y Exports and imports of major meat products, in product weight as 
reported by the Department of Commerce. Exports exclude shipments to 
territories. They include USDA exports (1941 to date) and, for 1947 to 
date, shipments for military-civilian feeding in U. S. occupied areas. 

2/ Fresh beef and veal, pickled or cured, and canned beef. Includes 
boneless beef 1948 to date, as estimated from Census reports 1948-53 and 
as reported, 1954 to date. 

1J Fresh and canned, and hams, shoulders, bacon, Wiltshire sides, Cumber
lands, and pickled pork. Also includes Tushonka (1945-47). 

!Jj All sausage, including canned, and sausage ingredients through 1951. 
Sausage ingredients not separately reported after 1951. 

2) Fresh, pickled, salted and other pork, hams (including canned), 
shoulders, bacon and sausage. 

6/ Less than 500,000 pounds. 
7/ Not reported separately January-June. 
~ Quantity not canned was not reported, January-June 1956. 

Compiled from records of United States Department of Commerce. 
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Table 21.- r4eat exports and shipments to territories, and imports, 
carcass vreie;ht equivalent, 1941 to date y 

Commercial exports and Imports 
shipments to territories 

Year Beef Lamb Pork Lamb Pork 
and and exclud- All Beef Veal and exclud- All 

veal mutton ing lard meats ?) 11 mutton ing lard meats 
'. '• 

Million Million Million Million Million Million :Million Million Million 
:12ounds J20unds J20unds :12ounds J20unds J20unds ;eounds J20unds ;eounds 

1941 56 6 ll1 173 257 !±! !±! 12 269 
1942 34 4 66 104 2ll 1 1 1 214 
1943 29 3 38 '70 225 1 1 8 235 
19!~4 41 3 51~ 98 189 1 4/ !±! 190 
1945 37 4 34 75 127 1 ~ 2 130 
19.46 38 4 75 ll7 19 1 ~ 4/ 20 
1947 193 12 107 312 64 ~/ ~ 64 
1948 48 5 85 138 351 5 3 1 360 
1949 29 3 104 136 247 7 4 3 261 
1950 23 2 110 135 338 10 3 33 384 
1951 20 1 136 157 472 12 7 51 542 
1952 30 1 151~ 185 429 9 6 71 506 
1953 58 2 134 194 271 3 164 438 
1954 58 2 105 165 225 1 2 184 412 
1955 68 1 126 195 222 9 2 175 399 
1956 107 2 135 211-~- 204 1 151 356 

Non-commercial exports and shipments to territories 5; 

1941 1 372 373 
1942 24 8 1,134 1,166 
19!>3 8o 126 2,075 2,281 
1944 90 68 1,660 1,810 
191>5 302 21~ 839 1,165 
1946 64!> 17 4o5 1,066 
191~7 4 25 29 
19~-8 0 0 0 0 
1949 0 0 6 6 

1953 2 0 0 2 
1954 6 0 0 6 

1} Carcass vreight equivalent of all meat, including the meat content of minor meats and of 
mixed products. Exports exclude shipments for military-civilian feedine; in U. S. occn.licd a.ceas. 
Shipments to terri tor:i.es inclu.ll•.o ::;h:i.pm0nts to all territories thro~h 191~8; from 19!~9 to 1955 
they include reported data, and in 1956 preliminary estimates, of shipments to Puerto Rico and 
Virgin Islan<il and Gt18Jll. 1952-56 data are computed on slightly revised conversion factors. 
5.;' Includes boneless beef, 19~.8 to date, as estimated 19~.8-53 and reported 1954 to date. 
1/ Beginning 1952, data on veal imports are computed by a revised factor that considers com1,ined 
beef and veal imports as almost entirely beef. !±/ Less than 500,000 pounds. 2) After 191.i-9, 
meat procured by USDA for export under special proe;rams ,.ras reported as commercial exports. 
The 2 and 6 million pounds shown for 1953 and 1954, respectively, vrere beef procured by USDA 
and shipped abroad by CARE. 

rata in this table are computed so as to shm-r total vri thdrawa.l.s from and additions to the 
United States meat supply. They differ from data of table 20 in that these are in terms of 
carcass -vreight equivalent; include shipments to territories in export data; exclude shipments 
for military-civilian feeding in all years since the pro{3ram be[3a11 in 1944 (table 20 e:x:dudeG 
these shipments only in 1944-~6); and, in the case of USDA exports and shipments, are based on 
deliveries for export. rata for 1910-11.0 are in The Livestock and Heat Situation, February 1949, 
pa~e 38. 
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Period 

Beef: 
1>'56 

October 
November 
December 
4th quarter 
Year 

1957 
January 
February 
March 
lst quarter 

Veal: 
1956 

October 
November 
December 
4th quarter 
Year 

1957 
January 
February 
March 
1st quarter 

Lamb and 
mutton: 
195(, 

Octo<>er 
Nover.lbe,· 
December 
4th <luartct· 
Year 

1957 
January 
February 
March 
lst quarter 

Pork: 
1956 

October 
November 
December 
4th quarter 
Year 

1957 
January 
February 
March 
lst quarter 

J\.11 meat: 
1956 

October 
November 
December 
4th quarter 
Year 

1957 
January 
February 
March 
lat quarter 

- 34 -

Supply and distribution of meat, by months, October 1956 to date 

=PI-oduc
: tion 

Supply 

Begin
ning 

stocks 
Imports 

Commercially produced 

Exports 
and 

:shipmentG: 

Distril>ution 

=civilian consumption=Produc-
Ending : tion 
stocks Military: Per person 

Total y 

Total y 

:Civilian consumption 

Total ?er person 

:Mil. lb. Mil. lb. Mil. lb. Mil. lb. Mil. lb. ~til. lb. Mil. lb. Mil. lb. Mil. lb. Lb. 

1,304 
1,199 
1,142 

1,324 

168 
14o 
110 

127 

71 

117 
149 
202 

244 
229 

11 
14 
18 
11 
19 

20 
18 

16 
19 
20 

13 
4 

14<;1 
202 
244 

229 

14 
18 
20 
20 
20 

18 

33 
35 
34 

102 
404 

5 
4 
4 

13 
51 

10 .11' ]./ 11 l 
11 ]/ ]; 11 ]./ 

1,242 
1,126 

160 
132 

69 
59 

·9 
.8 

.4 

. 3 

14,437 

1,620 

:--.iT£--~l;;:O---;;_'-rL-------~1;;::2~-""'"""":-__ --------------------,--,-.-,l:--.-,l--~ 11 3¥ ~ 3tl' 
:--•oCJ_ -·--=n::o_ __ _;:,l:...._ ______ _::;l2,_ __ .....:_ ___________ _;,;74:!.3"--____ ..:,5:.t...7_4~·:..:4~-

969 
1,013 

2,~~ 
10,305 

913 

12 
10 

166 
168 
249 
166 
421 

28o 
289 

9 
9 

12 
30 

151 

12 
11 

10 

168 
2~9 
28o 
280 

21 
21 
20 
62 

229 

2, 512 304 25 25 342 60 
2,411 3lf2 28 15 48o 60 

2,11lh 6·14.3 
2,226 § 13.2 

: 2,209 48o 32 556 58 
:~32 30~8~5~----------~55~6--~1~78~-----------
: 2o,o51+---65b"- -:356 55o 688 

2, 436 556 546 
546 

11,255 

4;42.6 
5/164.7 28,055 

y Derived f;om estimates by months of population eating out of civilian food supplJ.es, as interpolated from quarterly 
data. gj Includes production and consumption from fal'111 slaughter. ]/ Less than 5001 000 pounds. ~ Sstimated. 
2J Preliminary. §.; May not be sum of the 4 meats due to rounding. 



Selected price etatietice tor .. at ent.a11 

Item 

Cattle and calves 
Beef steers, slaughter 

Chicago, Prime ••.•••• , •••• , • , , •• , , , •••••••• 
Choice ••• , • , •• , •••••••• , .•• , ••• , • , •• , •••• s 
Good ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Conunercial •••• , , •• , ••••••• , ••••••• , , , • , • , 
Utility ...•.•. , • , , , , . , ..•. , •. •. • ••.•••• ,. 

All grades •••••••• , ••• , •• , , ••••• , • , • , •• 
Qnaha, all grades • " ••••••••• i • •• , • , ••• , • , •• 
Sioux City, all grades ••••••••••••••••••••• 

Cows, Chicago 
Cormnercial • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 1 

Utility ••••• •••• •• ••• ••••••• ••••••••••••••• 
Canner and Cutter •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Vealers, Choice, Chicago • • • • • • • • • • • . • • • . . • • • . 1 

Stocker and feeder steers, Kansas City gl .•.• 
Price received by farmers 

Beet cattle ............................... , . 
Calves 

Hogs 
Barrows and gilts 

Chicago 
160-180 pounds ......................... .. 
180-200 pounds ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
200-220 pounds ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
220-240 pounds ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
240-270 pounds ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
270.. 300 pounds ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

All weights •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
8 markets !fJ ••••••••••••••••••••••••••.•.•• 

Sows, Chicago ••••••••••••••• •·• •••••.••••••••• 
PriCe received b,y farmers ••••••••••••&••••••· 1 
Hog-corn price ratio jl 

Chicago, barrows and gilts ••••••••••••••· 
Price received by farmers, all hogs •••••• 

Sheep and lambs 
Sheep 

Slaughter ewes, Good and Choice, Chicago ••• 
Price received by farmers .......... , ...... . 

Lambs 
Slaughter, Choice and Prim~Chicago •••••••• 
Feeding, Good and Choice, Omaha •••••••••••• 
Price .received by fanners ••••••••.••••••••• 

All meat animals 
Index number price received by farmers 1 

(1910.14•100) ...••.••••••••••••.••••••••••• 

Meat 

Unit 

Dollars per 
100 pounds 

do. 
d~. 
do, 
do. 
do, 
do, 
do. 

do. 
do, 
do, 
do, 
do, 

do, 
do, 

do, 
do, 
do. 
do, 
do. 
do, 
do, 
do, 
do, 
do, 

do. 
do. 

do. 
do, 

do. 
do, 
do, 

Wholesale, Chicago Dollars per 
Steer beef carcass, Choice, SOo-600 pounds 1 100 pounds 
Lamb carcass, Choice, 45-55 pounds ••••••••• : do, 
Composite hog products: 

Including lard 
71.90 pounds fresh •••·••••••••••••••••• 

Average per 100 pounds ••••••••••••••• 
71.01 pounds fresh and cured ••••••••••• 

Avsrage per 100 pounds ••••••••••••••• 
Elltcluding lard 

55.99 pounds fresh and cured ......... .. 
Average per 100 pounds ••••••••••••••• 

Retail, United States average 
Beef, Choice grade ........................ . 
Pork, excludinr- lard ·······•••••••••••••••• 

Index number meat prices (BLS) 
Wholesale (1947-49•100 •••••••••••••••••••• 
Retail ( 194"( -49=100) • ...... • · .. • .. • • • • • • • 

Dollv.rr. 
do. 
do. 
do. 

do. 
rto, 

Cents 
per pound 

do. 

Year 
average 

or total 

25.45 
22.30 
19.39 

y 16.51 
14.20 
22.00 
20.15 
20.57 

12.72 
11.37 
10.00 
23.62 
17.37 

::J 15.00 
J.l 16.4o 

14.4o 
15.36 
15-53 
15.48 
15.J.7 
14.85 
14.69 
14.82 
13.41 

lJ14.4o 

10.7 
11.1 

§/ 5·77 
.Y 5.61 

li 21.76 
18.4o 

::J 18.60 

17.52 
24.3"1 
20.9"( 
29.53 

18.59 
33-20 

66.0 
46.6 

79-1 
97-9 

195 
I 

1 Janunry 1 February 1 December 

22.05 
20.02 
17.81 
14.99 
12.85 
20.01 
18.61 
18.99 

12.24 
10.96 
9·58 

28.20 
17-13 

13.90 
16.80 

11.75 
12.30 
12.18 
11.99 
11.19 
10.69 
11.47 
11.70 
9.22 

10.90 

9·2 
y.4 

6.45 
5·78 

19.12 
16.96 
17.10 

207 

15.10 
21.00 
18.28 
25.74 

16.18 
28.90 

63.5 
41.5 

71.3 
92-5 

21.90 
18.88 
16.82 
14.71 
13.27 
18.85 
17.29 
17.58 

12.4o 
11.20 
10.04 
2"(.74 
17.04 

14.00 
17.00 

12.00 
12.77 
12.84 
12.75 
12.31 
11.96 
12.28 
12.41 
10.62 
12.00 

9·8 
10.2 

7-39 
6.00 

20.39 
18.60 
17-70 

215 

33·53 
§; 36.4o 

l5.48 
21.53 
19.05 
26.83 

16.86 
30.11 

62.0 
42.6 

72.3 
92.7 

25.52 
21.99 
19.30 

y 16.23 
13.75 
21.65 
19-72 
20.19 

11.85 
10."(9 
9.60 

22.10 
16.67 

14.10 
15.4o 

16.20 
17.18 
17.24 
17.12 
16.66 
16.25 
16.82 
16.69 
14.52 
16.20 

12.4 
13.3 

5.62 
5-25 

19.97 
17.84 
l7.4o 

239 

37-28 
38.18 

18.90 
26.29 
22.29 
31·39 

19.44 
34.72 

68.6 
48'.1 

79o4 
100.3 

1957 

January 

24.98 
21.23 
18.92 

1/16.61 
- 14.30 

20.94 
19.44 
19-57 

12.30 
11.25 
10.28 
25.74 
17.68 

14.90 
16.60 

17-38 
18.26 
18.29 
18.15 
17.74 
17.39 
17.81 
17.89 
16.00 
17.30 

13.3 
14.1 

7.16 
5-71 

20.65 
18.55 
18.00 

35-98 
38.68 

20.15 
28.03 
23.59 
33.22 

20.76 
37.08 

66.8 
50.1 

82.6 
101.2 

y ~leighted average of present Standard and COIIDilercial grades. 2 Average all weights a.nd grades. ]; Simple 
average for 12 months. ~ Chicago, St. Louis N.S.Y., Kansas City, Omaha, Sioux City, s. St. Joseph, s. St. Paul, and 
Indianapolis. :2) Number of bushels of corn equivalent in value to 100 pounds of live hog. §/ Average includes shorn 
ewes May through October. 1f Average includes prices for spring lambs June through September and shorn for May. 
§/ 4o-50 pounds. '1./ Includes beef and veal, pork, leg of lamb a.nd other meats. 
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Selected IIArketillg, alaupter u4 atocka atatiatica for ....t IIDiula Ull1 .... ta 

·--,..-------......::195 1957 
Year : : Ita UDit average January February : · December : January 

or total : : 

Meat IUWia1. .arketillga 
IDdex ~~lEer ( 194 7 -49=100} ••••••••••••• : 

Stocker ..a feeder llhi~t• to 
9 Com Belt Statea . 

Cattle aa4 calvea ••••••••••••.••••••• : 
Sheep aa4 ~· ••••••••••••••••••••••: 

Slaughter UDder Pe4eral 1Dapecti01l 
Jlullber alaughtered • 

Cattle ........•....•........••....••. : 
Steers ............••..••...•.....•. : 
Heifers ......•. · .••..•..••••.•••••.• : 
Con ...•.........•.•.•...•••.•..•.• : 

Calves ...•.••.•.•..•.•..••••.•••••.•• : 
Sbeep -..! l.lull:ta •••••••••••••••••••••• : 
llosa .•••••••••••••.••••••••.••••••••• : 

Percent-se 80W •••••••••••••••••••• : 
Average live weight per head : 

Cattle .......................•.••.... : 
Calves ..••.•..•.•••..•.•....•..•..•.. : 
Sbe-.:p 8IMl lab• ...................... : 
Boga ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• : . 
Beet, per head. ••••••••••••••••••••••• : 
Veal., pe-r head •.....•....•.•••.•••••. : 
Lallb 11114 JUttoD1 per bead •,,, • •, • •, • •: 
Pork, per be: ad. • .' ••••••••••••••••••••• : 
Pork, per 100 poUDda li WI weight ....• : 
x.rd' per l::l.ead. •••• • • • • • • • •••• • • •• • •• • : 
x.rc~, per 100 poUDda lift weight ..... : 

Total productioD . 
Beet ••.•••••••••••••••••••••.• • •• • • •.: 
Veal ••••••• •-~' •••••••••••••.•••••••••• : 
Lub alld. mrtton ••••••••••.••••••••••• : 
Pork · · •••••.••••..••••••••••••••••.. : 
lard. •••.••••••••••.•..•••.•••..••.•• • s 

Total c~cial alaughter y 
IUIIber slaughtered . 

Cattle •.••••••.•.••••••.•••••••••••• : 
Cal. vel .•.................•.......••.. : 
Slleep 811111 lube ...................... : 

1,000 
bead 
clo. 

clo. 
clo. 
clo. 
clo. 
clo. 
clo. 
clo. 

Perc at 

PouD48 
clo. 
clo. 
clo • 

clo. 
clo. 
clo. 
clo. 
clo. 
clo. 
clo. : 

MUliOil : 
poUDda 

clo. 
clo. 
clo. 
clo. 

1,000 
heed 
clo. 
clo. 

128 

5,020 
3,374 

20,186 
10,310 
2,837 
6,624 
7,843 

14,228 
65,748 

]f) 

989 
225 
96 

235 

548 
125 

46 
132 

56 
34 
15 

11,018 
974 
650 

8,638 
2,255 

Bop ..............•..•.•......•••..•. : clo. 

26,856 
12,449 

: 16,069 
78,674 

Total production • 
Beet ••••••.•••••••••••••• ~ ••••••••••• : 
Veal. ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 1 
Lallb IIDd. -.at ton ••.••••••••••••••••••• : 
Pork ...•.•••••••.•••••••••••••••••••• : 
lard. .•••••••••••••.•••••••••••••••••• : 

Col4 atoraae atocka first ot .,Dth ?) : 
Beet .•••••••.•••••••••••••••••.•••••• ,,, 
Veal. ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• : 
L.emb ~ .at ton •.••••.•••• ' •••••••••••• : 
Pork .•••••••••••••.•••.•••...•••••••••• : 

MilliOD 
pouada : 

clo. 
clo. 
clo. 
clo. 

clo. 
clo. 
clo. 
clo. 

Total ~~eat aa4 meat products lJ ..•••... : clo. 

14,087 
1,532 

730 
10,305 
2,565 

135 

249 
16o 

1,697 
896 
26o 
512 
6o2 

1,329 
6,705 

6 

1,020 
214 
100 
238 

570 
118 

48 
132 

56 
36 
15 

964 
71 
64 

883 
241 

2,256 
968 

1,492 
8,o6o 

1,229 
115 

72 
1,061 

273 

205 
19 
11 

421 

121 

183 
121 

1,484 
8o3 
230 
426 
586 

1,163 
5,922 

5 

1,019 
207 
102 
233 

571 
115 

49 
131 

56 
34 
15 

843 
67 
57 

773 
203 

1,999 
946 

1,318 
7,117 

1,087 
108 

64 
925 
co32 

212 
18 
11 

482 

773 

114 

1,686 
799 
243 
612 
605 

1,062 
5,698 

9 

1,003 
211 
98 

237 

546 
116 

48 
133 

56 
35 
15 

917 
70 
50 

755 
199 

2,Hl2 
957 

1,199 
6,842 

1,142 
110 

56 
901 
226 

202 
18 
11 

249 

132 

252 
201 

1,851 
944 
296 
579 
657 

1,333 
5,655 

5 

1,011 
214 
100 
237 

56o 
120 

49 
134 

56 
35 
15 

2,473 
1,068 
1,489 
6,880 

1,324 
12'1 

72 
913 
226 

244 
20 
12 

28o 

606 

Y Federally inspected, and other wholesale and retail. 
5./ February 1, i957 cold storage stocks are as follo'ls: Beef, 229 million pounds; veal, 18; lamb and 

mutton, 10; pork, 289;-and total meat, 615. 
1/ Includes stocks of canned meats in cooler in addition to the four meats listed. 
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