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THE AVERAGE NUMBER OF EGGS PRODUCED PER HEN HAS INCREASED FOR 
ALL MONTHS DURING THE PAST 10 OR 15 YEARS (SEE COMPARISON OF 5-YEAR 
AVERAGES IN INSET). BUT THE INCREASE HAS BEEN MOST PRONOUNCED FOR 
THE FALL AND WINTER MONTHS, ESPECIALLY NOVEMBER AND DECEMBER. THE 
PHENOMENAL INCREASE--THE RESULT OF SELECTIVE BREEDING, BETTER 
FEEDING, AND IMPROVED MANAGEMENT--HAS CAUSED CHANGES IN THE SEASON
AL PATTERN OF EGG PRICES AND HAS TENDED TO REDUCE THE QUANTITY OF 
SHELL EGGS STORED. 
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THE POULTRY ANTI EGG SITUATION 

-------------~---------------------------------~-----

Egg production during the coming spring and SUIJIJer ::lay be slightly 

smaller than in the corresponding period of 1940 -oecause of t::'le fewer layers 

on far:~s than a year earlier. Eg·~ pl'o(iuction to date this year, however, 

has been much larger tha..'1 a year earlier, mostly because of the milct weat:ler 

co~ared to the unusua.lly cold weather from mid-Ja.'1uary to about mid-February 

• i!l 1940. :Soth the nur;lber of eggs laid })er hen and the total quantity of eggs 

produced in JanuaI'y were the largest on record for the month. Stornge stocks 

of both shell ancl frozen eggs 110W are abo-u.t at their seasonal lows and, with 

normal Vleather, net into-storage movement s will begin in a few Vl'3eks. The 

storage demand is e:h-pected. to be sligl:tly stronger this Se2..S0l1 tl12,n last. 

Most of the seasonal decline in egg prices, which usus,ll:r occurs from 

November to March, took l;lace thi s ;;,rear from early Deceeb 9r to about the 

mic.dle of January. However, t~l.e averp,::::e pri ce received by farmers for eggs 

• on January 15 was about a cent e,T.Q a llalf (8 per;::ent) higher than a year 

earlier. 1'I1101esa1e ebg prices chmlt;ed little from mid-Ja:l")_ary to mid-February 

but recer,tly declineo_ slightly. The stro:'lger consume.r de':lani and the pro-

spective slightly stronger storage demand this year than last, together with 
, .~. 

sIn8.11ar su'Jplies of eggs, are expected to cause egg prices to aver'3{';e l1.igher 

in 1941 than in 1940. 

Since Januarj' l'receipts ofliYe poultry at primary markets in the 

Mictdle West and receipts of dressed 1;0'<21 tr,f at principal markets have averaged 

smaller than a J'ear earlier. The net out-of-storage move~ent of frozen poul-

try has been l~rger ~han a year e2.rlier, reflecting sr.:J.8.11er fc:niil marketings 

of live poult~J and continued heavy cOl1suoption of paultry meat. Nevertheless, 

storage stocks of poult~J on Februa~J 1 were the largest on record for that 
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date. Average prices received by farmers for chic.ltens and turkeys in 

Janua~J VTere Sllbsta..'ltially higher th81la year earlier and c.re expected to 

average higher this 3Tear than l!:,st, =w:lnarily because of the stro:r..ger con-

sumer dCiJ.a.'ld. 

Although the .feed-eggratio now is considerably less favorable than 

a year earlier, it is expected to aver8go nore fe.vorable during the months 

of hoaviest egg production and ~~ick buying. Because of this and the fact 

that in the Pr1.st on uptUI1l in the number of c:hickens raised usuD,lly has 

followed. a declin.e, more chickens a:::'e expected to -De raised this year th3Il. 

in 1940. Farners t intentions 9.S of Febr'u-?,ry 1 indicate tInt :;; perce:1.t ~ore 

baby chicks will be purchased this ;y"e8.1~ tilCln last. 

- Fobnlary 20, 1941 

FEID-EGG RAT 10 

The cost of poult~J ration, bnsed on Chic~go ~ricos, h~s averaced a 
little loner to date in 1941 thr~n in the correspo:lc-.in:::; :;:leriod of 1940, bpt 
egg pri ces have been .cons::'d.erably lowor tha..'l they were during the cold weather 
a year &go. 1-.s a rosult, tho fOGd.-o:';l~ ratio no'll is cons:'del~ably less favor'
able thml at thi s time last year. F01' tile i:mporknt egg-producing months 
this s~)ring, hO'.7over, tr.o feocl-:JG;:; rotio is expected to average more f,:wor
able thon a. ;;re3.1~ e3.rlier, and. the relative :n.vorn.bleness of the rn.tio durin€i.. 
the ID.ttor :;loriod D.ppcars to have nore i~1fluence on the size of hatch thml .
the ratio in 8,ny other period. Th:'i.s considorCttion, together with the fact that 
Dl1 ihcrease in hatc.'J. u8U.':'.lly follows [-'. doclin.e, fonns the be.sis for expecting 
a larg'3r hD.t ch thi s year thn.n last. 

Feed-egG ratio at m,-i~,go 

(Dozens of ebSS required. to buy 100 
pounds of poultry ration) 

- ",. r. • .-,';-:·"d .-. -~-f-'-lC-~-:'-l-____________ -'-.,:...;'J'-'-:..::.~"=__..:.":. lng 3,,,, 0 / . 

Yon.r JF.l .. n.. _~F=--· eb. : Mn.r. : 
~_e:::..· _----is--2'2 ---1- 29 : IS 25 1 

Doz. :Doz. Doz. Doz. Doz. :::;oz. Doz. :Joz. 
.Aver~€e: 

1930-39: 5.54 5.70 5.79 5.84 -5.91 6.06 6..32 6.60 

1939 
1940 
1941 

: 6.13 
6.32 
6.86 

6.65 
5·38 
7.16 

6.52 
5.56 
7.13 

6.07 
5.18 
7·00 

6.07 
5'-93 
7·11 

6.21 
6.23 

6.35 
7.59 

kJ r. : J;.ll;-r : Oct. :Dec. 
26 26 ?5 21 
D<?~ Doz. Doz. DoZ. 

6.71 5.59 4.73 4.83 

6.65 5.76 5.13 6.62 
3.21 7.61 5.95 5.52 
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Production of winter broilers continued thrallgh;·January at a record. 
or. near-reco.rd. level. The n1.u:iber of chicks prodJ.lCed by conraerciB,l hatch~ri es 
in January- was .42 percent larger than the reduced output in JanuarY last year 
and is indicated to have been about the largest JanuaI"lJ output. Oll record. 
The riumberofeggs set during the month and the number of· chicks on order C'.t 
the end of·, the month also were much larger than a year earlier. 

The-hatchery output of baby chicks soon will be used mostly for flock 
replacement rather than for comlnercial broilers. The humber of chickens raised 
is e:1.,[)'3~tp.d· t.o . be. larger this year than la'sto According to farmers' intentions 
reported as of FeDl'l.1.ary 1", about 9 percent morejaby chicks uill 1l~ purchased 
in 1941 than in 1940. Such early intentions, of course, may be changed SOP.le
what as tho season advDnces and as the feed and poultIJ~-:;)l.·OQucts :!)rice-relation
shj..ps change. The :Bureau. of Agricultural Economics forecast of this ;rrearf S 
hatch will be pu'olished in the March issue of The PoultrY' and E,,,;g Situation • 

. . .. ... 

EGG SITUATION 

Egg ~)roduc;;;i:on 

The number of layers on farms is about 2 percent sP.laller now. thEm a 
year. ago',"a:s 'indicat edby the nU111ber of layel'sper flOck on l'ebruary 1, but 
tl18 rat e of l~,y JJer hen has been .Digher than in eo,rly 1900 i7hen it Yic3.S 
d.rasticn.ii;); restri.cted by the severe cold·from mid-January to abO'llt.::Jid-Febru
,ary •. The rate of lay on Januc,ry 1 I!c3.S only ~. perc(3!1t hi::;hol' tl18Xl a year earlier 
bClt.on 1i'ebru.ary 1 ';/8,s42 percent abo:v-~thatof .the s?\;Je c'c~te b 1)40. The 

. avere.gemu~ber of eggs 18,id ~or hen in the month of J8XlU,.uY ;-:,'1s20 percent ;:10re 
than in Ja.nu2.ry 1940. Tho increase over 8, :r8"ar eo.rliel' in' t::--~e :Februo,ry 1 rate 
of lo,y nas general for the country as 0. whole but ,vas most ~ro:"ounced. in the 
Centr8,l St8,te's, the 8,roa most:affoctedby la$t yeart s co::,,<1. As a,result of 
these high r",tos of lay, oggproc"Luction' to date t:b.is ye,'U' has been.. larger than 
a yeo.r en.rlior.,· During the cO;:1in.g spring and. sUI!1ser, hO',lever, egg production 
may be snal10r than a year e8,r1ior becD.use of the smnllor~UBber of layers on 
fo.I'ms. 

'. The avornge nu.."'riber of 'eggs proQucod per hen per yea.r hn.s increased 
consider,,,,,bly in recent years, put the increase has boCn·r..o'st :')ronQR'1ced in 
the fn:11 :,nd wir.ter nonthso Tlie increase in the :TovGBber ;:mel Docoubor rate 
01' production is shorn in the chart qjl." 'the coyer' POGo o:tt21i s report. Althoue;b. 
incre~ses in the monthly output per l'l;Y'Gr hC.y8 beon !"!lost :.1~i.rked for T;ovember 
and Dec.c::Jber ,inportn.nt increll-ses .. also-.·hn.vo 9 .. ~curred :for other !loff seasontt 

Donths. Previou-s record high ~unb'cr~'of: og.[;;-= proc1:u.;;od pOl' r:lOnt:n per byer 
have Deen equt1.1led or e:x:ceed.eCL in ev'i::;r-j rl0nt:'1 since last soptouber. 'E.'1e Febru:
ary 1 rate of lo,y in the United Stc..tes Ym,s the highest on record fOl' t::,:t::'.t date 
a:'ld was the highest on rocord for overy region, i"li th. 1;he excc:ption of the far 
Western Stt'.:t os, uliorei t 'ITa:) EUi:88od.eQ "by the;Fob:::.u6.ry 1933 r:::.te of lay •. 
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Egg storage 

As a result of the unusually large market receipts of fresh eggs so 
far this year, net storage withdrawals have been sTI)al1er than usual. This 
is in direct contrast to the rapid reductions in holdings of a ye8.r earlier 
when storage stocks were nearly depleted as a result of the small production 
at that time. Storage stocks of privately-o~ned shell eggs on February 1, 
1941 were abO).lt 5 times as large as the unusually small stocks of a year 
earlier while sto cks of fro zen eggs were 4 percent smaller than on Februar'y 
19,40. However, these holdings are about the same as the lo.-yeex average 
,Fep!;"uary 1 sto cks. The Surplus Marketing Administration he~d only about 
25,000 cases of eggs on February 1 compared with 301,000 cases on January 1, 
and before the middle of February had disposed of all eggs purchased during 
1940. 

1 ~ , 

A net out-of-storage movement has continued since February I, and 
storage stocks of both shell and fro zen eggs now are about at their season. 
lows q 1'-!i th continued favorable weather, net into-storage movements will be-
gin in a few weeks. 

Year 

Shell 
Ave-i£ge 

1930-39 

1939 
1940 
1941 

Frozen' " 
Average 

1930-39 

1939 
1940 
1941 

Eggs; storage stocks in the United states and 
storage movement at 26 markets 

United States: Storr,ge movement, week ending 
stocks Jan. : Feb. 

: Jan. 1 Feb. 1: ----26 I 8 15 : 
1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 
cases cases cases cases cases ca!'>es _._ ... -

836 278 -66 -53 -40 -37 

302 136 -21 -23 - 8 +3 . 532 57 -94 -45 -14 - 4 . 
:Y313 Yy286 -56 -70 -23 - 9 

:1,975 1,674 
; 

:1,797 1,438 -20 -45 -34 -24 
:2,065 1.607 -75 -70 '-71 -74 
:2,095 Yl,540 -70 -83 -68 -38 
: 

as of 1941 

· Mar. · 22 1 · .~ 
1,000 1,000 
cases cases --
-19 +17 

+8 +29 
+ 7 +41 • 
-11 + 1 
-65 -98 

1/ Excludes Surplus }F;arketing Administration holdings as follows: January 1, 
301,000 cases; February 
2/ Preliminary. 

1, 25,000 cases. 

These pronounced seasonal shifts in egg production have had important 
effects on all phases of the egg industry. huong the most important of these 
is a change in the seasonal variation for egg prices and a ch8nge in require
ments for egg storage. The more even distribution of monthly egg production 
has reduced the quantities of storage eggs needed in the ~nnter months and 
has also resulted in a definite flattening off of the annual seasonal 1'hump" 
in late fall egg prices, 

'. 
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Nu.l!lber of layers. on £'""1.rms , United states 

year Jan. : Feb. :.' riTar.: Apr. : Hay . : June: July : Aug. : Sept. : OGt .. : Nov. ~ Dec. 
----------~--~~.--~~--:~.: : : : -:------:-----:-------------

Mil. ~r,il. Fil. l-'lil. lin. I;il. liil. l:il. I,Iil. Mil. Eil. Nil. 
Average: 
1930-39: 332 325 315 301 284 267 253 2~6 256 278 300 322 . 

1938 307 301 292 278 . 262 248 236 234 245 269 293 314 
1939 322 '316 306 292 276 260 246 242 253 279 305 326 

194.0 332 327 318 304 289 270 252 247 257 279 303 320 
1941 324 

Average nurrilier of eggs produced per layer, United -states 

. . . . . . . . . . 
Yetl.r Jano ; Feb. ; Mar. ;Apro; l~ay : Jtme: July -:Aug.: Sept.: Oct.: Nov. ; Dec. . . . . . . 

No. Ho. No. No. Po. lio. No. No. No. ·]\To. No. No. 
Average 
1930-39 6.6 8.9 14.3 16.7 16.8 14.2 12.7 11.2 8 0 9 :6.8 5.0 5.2 

1938 7.9 9.9 15.4 17.5 17.3 14.9 13.6 '. ll. 8 9.4 7.5 5.9 6.4 
1939 8.0 9.7 14.9 17.0 17.0 14.6 13.2 11.7 9.3 7.4 6.0 6.8 
1940 7.2 9.0 14.4 16.5 17.0 14.8 13.4 ll.8 9.7 7.9 6.2 6.8 
1941 8.7 

Total farm productio~ of eggs, United States 

. . . . . . . . .. . 
year Jan.;Feb.; ~,1ar. ; A - yo • 

_l..i::'''' • : :.' :u:r ; J1.U1e ;July; Aug. ;sept. ;oct. ;Nov. ; Dec. 
----.. --.-.. -~ 

Vile Mjl,. Eil. l'~il. l'.:il. l'Cil. i;:il. Ei1. Hil. Mil. Mil. ril. 
:cases cases cases eases eo.~es cases cases cases cases casescases cases 

Average 
1930-39 6.0 8.0 12.5 13.9 13.2 10.5 8.9 7.6 6.4 5.2 4.1 4.7 

· .. 
1938 6.7 8.3 12.5 13.5 12.6 10.3 8.9 7.6 6.4 5.6 4.8 5.5 
1939 · 7.2 8.5 12.6 13.8 13 .. 0 10.6 · 9.1 7.8 6.5 5.7 5.1 6.1 
1940 : 6.7 8.2 12.7 14.0 13.7 11.1 9.4 8 .. 1 7.0 6.1 5.2 6.0 
1941 7.9 

1940-41 'storage mar gin more favorable 
than a year earlier ----

Eggs are placed in stora[e mainly during the months of I,larch-through
JUne, when egg production is the highest f'or the year. They are taken out of 
storage chiefly during the period Septembe:--through-January, when current 
production is consid'era'blY below current requirements for consumption.- The 
total cost per dozen for storing eggs for th~s period of approximately 8 
months, including deterioration o'f pro duct as well as direct storing costs, 
is about 3 cents per dozen.. Whether this cost has been met as a result of 
past seasons I operations c~n be roughly determined by comparing the average 
price of, eggs when they were placed into storage with the average price upon 
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removal. (However, these prices do not allow for any premiUIr~s or discounts 
which may have been paid or received).' Such prices, weighted by net United 
states monthly storage movements, are com~aredin the accomI'anying table 8...'1.d 
show that the stor-ing season now ending was much ,betteT :rom the vie1t1point 
ofstorag'e operators than the 'l,9Z9-~O seas,?'n. , 'rh~ .~stimated storage margin 
of the past se'ason apparently stpl was insuffic~:eni:; to cover the necessary 
co'sts. Nevertheless, storage der:land in the coming into-storage see,sonap
parentiy will be better this ye ar than last, when the storage margin of the 
preceding season was less than a tenth of a cent per dozen. 

Estimated storage margin on shell eggs per dozen, average 1916-35, 
1925-34, ruL'1.ual 1935-40 

v:eighted avera~e . y;eighted 8.verage : 
Year :price of storage packed :price of refrigerat~ storage margin 

firsts at Few York firsts at New York 

Average 
1916-35 
1925-34 

1935 
1936 
1937' 
1'938 
1939' 
1940 

1/ Preliminary. 

Egg prices 

" !~arch-June september-January 
cents cent;; cents 

28.22 
24.08 

25.06 
21.24 
22.62 
20.37 
17.61 
17.98 

33.16 
27.69 

23.66 
26.82 
20.54 
23.95 
17.64 
20.41 

,4.94 
3.61 

-1.40 
5.58 

-2.08 
, 3.5'8 

.03 
1/ 2.43 

• 

The averagEj price recei';8d b? fF-IT'.ers for eggs declined sharply from 
mid-December to mid-January F'~,~ ~r i:'.cTeasing contraseasonally from November 15 
to December 15. T~e price in ) :i~-,Jd:1U8.r~T was 19.7 cents compared with 18.3 
cents a year earlier and the 19:::0-,3.9 average price of 22.8 cents. Althouga, 
wholesale prices in the first part of Fabruary v;ere only fractionally lowe~ 
·than in mid-January, egg prices in February averaged well below those in 
February 1940 when cold weather drasti cally restricted pro due tion. On Janu
ary 31 the Surplus lI~arketing Administrati:on began purchasing eggs in the New 
York and Chicago markets in an effort to support prices. 

Because of the smaller suppl~es of eggs' in pro'spect for this year and 
the stroncer consumer demand this yea.r than la:st, egg' prices for 1941 are ex
pected to average higher than' in 1940. The slightly stronger storage demand 
expected for this year also will tend to support egg prices in the spring 
months. 
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THE POULTRY SITUATION AT A GLANCE 
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I 
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POt.:Ll'RY SI'Il'AT!OF 

Poultry ~ketings 

Since January 1 receipts of live poultry at lcid"restern primary markets 
and receipts of ":'j:.-~ssed poultry at principal tnaz'kets have averaged slnaller 
than a year earb "'"':',. The higher egg prices expec-!:;ad for the next several 
months and the f'Hrer chickens now on farms will tend to restrict farm market
ings~ but receipts at principal ll".arkets may be little different from those 
in early 1940 since there again "d.ll be heavy inter-market movements of stor
age poultry. Any larger hatch this year than last will tend to increase 
receipts in the last half of this year. 

Receipts of dressed poultry at four markets 
(New Yorkl Chicago, Philadelphia, Boston) 

Year: Jan. : -rs-- .. ,- ~-- -1-' 

: l.,OOC' ,', ·~<)O 1,000 
: pounds p,-~ .. : .lds pounds 

Average :_._--.--

1930-39: 5,610 6 1 009 5,764 

1939 
1940 
1941 

5,380 
71'676 
6,814 

Paul try at or age 

4,657 
6~1l1 
6;377 

Week ending as of 1941 
Febo - : l~ar e :-Xor.) Dec. 

8 15 22 - :-1--:26-' 20 -:--::r.=--
1 1 000 1,000 1,000 l~OOO -r~OOO 1,000 1, 

pounds_ poun~ pouncs :?ounrl~, pounds pounds_ pounds 

4.,186 
5;.634 
4~~34 

3,685 
5,138 
4~297 

3,,585 4,066 
5 11 lEO 4,884 

3,640 
4,623 

32,380 9,187 
36,909 10,766 

The smaller marketings of poultry this year' than last are being re
flected in a larger net out-of-storace movement of frozen poultry. During 
January all classes of storar:.e poultry exceut turkeys s!-.owed reductions; and 
turkeys increased only about 5 million pounds cOl.:'?ared v~th 13 million pounds 
in January 1940. For the first tir!le in 2 years t:10 f'irst-of-the-month hal. 
ings of turkeys were sma1:;'er than a ;';Tear earlier., 1J.'itt the exception of • 
broilers and turkeys, stocks of all classes on February 1 1,AJere larger than 
a year earlier; stocks of fryers were 48 percent larg-::r, stocks of fowl were 
44 percent larger, and tne ot~Er classes vrere slig~tly larger than a year 
earlier. S"Gocks of all poultry on February 1Yrer:; 15 percent larger than on 
February 1.., 1940. 

Year 

Average 
1930-39 

1939 
1940 
1941 

Poultry: storage stocks in the United states 
and storage mO".renerrt at 26 markets 

United states Out-of-storage-nlovErrneDt, "tNeex: 
stocks Jan .. Feb. 

:Jan .. 1 :Feb. 1 25 1 8 15 
1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,(,00 .- 1,000 
pounds pounds pounds T.Jounds 'pounds pounds 

128,737 123,248 1 1 264 1,462 2,077 2,715 

139,108 133,531 1,,521 997 2,714 2,680 
167 1 643 166,962 1/256 578 2)954 4,455 

· 208,365 2/191,648 3,387 3,,882 4,,598 5,454 · · 
1/ Into-s1;o-?-a;e _ <:> moveL"lent. 2/ Preliminary. 

enCing as of 1941 
l.rar • 

22 1 
1,000 _. 1,-000·-

pounds. poun_ds 

3,034 3,,469 

2,,928 3,681 
5,742 6,030 
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Chicken price s 

The average price received by farrue:.'s for c:bickel1s ircreased abot~t 
seasonally from mid-December to :rr:id-.Tarnar:r ~ and in tr.e latter 'ttloJ.:th was only 
one-third of a cent belOV'! t:1e 1930-39 average price for ';a.'Y).u9.ry. Y!holesale 
prices of fOi'rls have chane;ed little since m:d-Jarn.:ar:r vll1ile prices of chickens 
have increased slightly. 

Because of the larger consumer incomes for t~is ye ax- than last~ the 
15 to 20 percent sw~11er supplies of pork, and the prospective smaller sup
plies of poultry meat et least _ in the l":'rst half of the year, ch5.cken prices 
are expected to average higher througr.-.. J.t 1941 then a yecr earlier. These 
factors also will su~port turkey prices. -

Price per pound received by farmers for chickens, 
United states 

Year 
: J!Ll1o: Feb.: Mar .. : Apr.: l',Iay::rune:-J,,~ly--;-:\ug;:Sept.: "Oct;7"'Nov:7"Dec. 
: 15 : 15 : 15 15: l5 : 15 : 15 : 15 : 15 ! '15 : 15 : 15 
:Cents Cerrts Cents Cents Cerrcs CentsCerrts cents cents Cents Cents cents 

Average: 
1930-39: 14.0 14.2 14 .. 4 15.0 14.7 14.4 14.1 14.0 14.3 13.7 13.3 12.9 

1938 
1939 
1940 
1941 

16.7 
H.O 
12.0 
13.7 

16.0 15.9 
14.2 14.3 
12.2 12 .. 8 

16.2 16.1 15.7 
14.4 13.9 13.4 
12.9 ].3.6 13 .. 3 

15.0 14.2 14 .. 3 17 .~ 
u .. o 13.6 13~6 

13 .. 7 13.0 13 v 6 12.7 12.4 1l.7 
13.6 :3.4 13.7 13.3 13.1 13.0 

_ ....... ---------------- -----_._-------- -------

Consumer purchasir-g pO"\':er b:;.s oGen adv8.nci~1g steadily for 6 mOl'lths in 
response to the corr:inued expc:.:::s:'cn i:-'l incustrial activity. Consumer dema.."ld 
for farm products responded rather sluSgishl:r to these developments during 
the early months of this rise, 'ot::.t in recent raonths has shovm definite evi
dence of incrce.singstrength. Durir.g the next fe'w :r.lonths, cl:,anges in indus
trial activity and CO:::lsumer incor..8s are expected to be relatively small, but 
the de:::land for farm products in general should _ cO~1tftlUe to improve. 

Index numbers of none:·.·icuJ.tura1 income 

(1924-29 = lCO, ad~usted for seasonal var:i.ation) 
--_. 

: · : 
Apr 0 ~ : : July~ 

. . . : Year Jan. :~ Feb. · l'-Iar .. May June Aug. :Sept. : Oct. 
. 

Nov. Dec. · : : : : : · . . ._.,------
Average: 
1929-38: 84.9 84.6 84.9 84.5 84.0 85.1 84.3 84.1 83.7 83.7 83.4 83.8 

1938 88.0 87.6 87.4 86.5 85.9 85.6 85.7 87.5 88.0 88.5 89.5 90.6 
1939 90.6 90.9 91.3 90.0 90.8 9201 91.8 93.3 93.3 95.0 95.9 97.1 
1940 96.9 96.2 95.9 95.3 96.4 97.4 97.8 99.1 99.9 100.3 101.6.¥1.03.3 

1/ Preliminary. 



PES-50 ... 12 -

unITED STATES FCREIGJIT TRADE LT POULTRY m.0l:'TJCT2 Il~ 194C 

Imports of eggs in the shell and of all egg products except dried 
yolks were smaller in 1940 than i.n 1939 •. Imports;of dried yolks" hOlilTev8r .. 
were about four tirre s as large as intl:e previous 'year" and 1T'.o1'e than off
set the decline in jmports o~ tbc other products. Total imports of shel1-
egg-equival~nt wore larger in 1940 than in 1939. . 

Exports of eggs in 194C also were larger than in the previous year .. 
hOV\Tever" and ill terms of actual quantitie·sof shel1-egg equivalent about off
set the larger imports. Furthermore .. the relative im.porte.xe of imports 
continued small during 1940 since they agai:n a."'nounted to less than one-fourth ~ 
of 1 percent of our annual dorr.estio production~ 

The limited domestic m£.r~:€t for liquid ax;..d dried albumen is an im
portant reason for the large im~orts of dried yolks. Since domestic require
ments for liquid and dried yolks usually has exceeded the domestic require
m:mts for liquid and dried albm::eni t has been neoea sary either to OV8r- • 

. pioducoaIbumen or to import yolks. 

:}:mpor-t'sof dressed and pr8pared poultry c1L1ring 1940 vrore smaller than 
,~ ... , in 1939 but imports of. live poultry were largor. ElCportsof both live and 

qrei,($cc1' 'pc)'ultry during 1940 vmrc sl7lallor thc.n in the provious year. Eo"Vvcvor, 
these changos aro of little significanco# since both cxports and i'rn.ports of 

'.";" pOl.lltrynre of· even loss relative importance then those of eggs. . 
. f';i. . - ,", 

E:;:pbrts of eggs and poultry., United states, 
1939 and. 19': .. 0 

.. ' .,.,.. . ..",-----~ 
• ~ __ , _ W' ___ • ____ ._ .. ____ ~_. ____ ._. ______________ • ___ ._. __ • 

o ° 
Connnodi ty Unit: :::'939 1940 

_____________ --.: ____ 0 ______ ----- _: _______ • __ _ 

Eggs in she 11 •••.••••••• : Doz. 
Eggs and yolks~ frozen 

dried, or car.:hed •••••• : Lb. 
Live paultry ••••••••••• : Lb. 
Dressed poultry •••••••• : Lb. ! 

2,696,826 

Eat available 
164,206 

2,583,495 

--~ -----"'""----_._- ---
Imports of eggs a."ld p,oultry, Unitsd States, 

1939 and 1940 

4,57(1,806 

189,082 
107 .. 879 

1,680,176 
• 

---- ---------------- ----------- .~. ---
Commodity Unit 

Ege;s in she 11 ••••• '. ~ ••• : Doz. : 
~hole eggs" driod •••••• : Lb. 
vi'hole eggs ..frozen ••••• : Lb. 
Yolks" dried ••••••••••• : Lb. 
Yolks ... frozen •••••••••• :" Lb. 
Egg albUIilen" ·drie.d· ••••• : Lb. 
Egg albumen, frozen •••• r Lb. 
Li ye peultry •• '. '. ~ ••• '.' .: Lb. 
Baby chicks •••••••••••• : No. 
Dressed poultry •••••••• : Lb. 
Poultry" prepared •••••• : Lb. 

1939 

328,,523 
61,500 
'420 

682,,805 
25,330 

" 5.00,,479 
o 

.826,,957 
806 

195~280 

733 .. 795 

1940 
-------------"-

227,,"111 
:40,950 

167 
2,457 .. 536 

. 420 
332,389 

o 
1,,438,,310 

2,902 
382,,575 
327 .. 200 

-------..,....----_:.-- -------------- ----------.-

\ 
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