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EGG PRICES ARE LIKELY TO CONTINUE WELL ABOVE A YEAR EARLIER 
DURING THE REMAINDER OF 1941. THE EFFECT ON PRICES OF THE IN­
CREASE IN SUPPLIES OF EGGS OVER A YEAR EARLIER WILL BE MORE THAN 
OFFSET BY LARGER CONSUMER BUYING POWER AND GOVERNMENT PURCHASES 
OF EGGS. EGG PRODUCTION DURING THE FIRST 7 MONTHS OF THIS YEAR 
WAS ABOUT 3 PERCENT LARGER THAN IN THE CORRESPONDING MONTHS OF 
1940, AND THE EXCESS OVER A YEAR EARLIER WILL INCREASE AS THIS 
YEAR'S PULLETS COME INTO PRODUCTION. 
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TRin POULTRY AND EGG SITUATION 
----------------~------------------------------------

: In this issue: ~fuolLsa~e prices of live =owls 
~~d chickens at Chicag~: In~ex8S of seasor-al 

: variation, en1 price diff3rentia.ls betvreen vari­
~~arket classes of chickenn. ---------

Su..mmar:l 

. . 

E€;g productioll is e~qJected to continue larger than e year earlie,r 

during the re::Jaincier of 1941. The number (If :.aycrs no':! on far;ns is larger 

thM a year ago and num1)ers will increase ra:-pidly relative to a yec.r earlier 

e during coming months. l..n increase in J.ayers of 10 perce:J.t over a yeaJ.· 

earlier is expected by January 191.;2. ~::~'";.0 l"ate of lay on Augtcst 1 "ras 3 

percent hi~her tiu.n f.l. yon'!' earlier ~d tho higl1'3st on record for that date. 

With normal wcathur, production per hen is likely to continue at noar-

record leveJ.s because of the prospective favorable feed-egg ratio. Egg 

production in July ,,,,e.s l~ percent (360,000 cases) larger tl18n in July 1940. 

Receipts of eggs at centra.l western primary iM3.rlrets since Aur:;ust I con-

tinued from half-~gain to nearly twice as largo as a yeax earlier. 

As a result of the much higher egs prices t~is s~mmer than last, 

farmers probably have been selling a larger proportion of current egg 

production tha~ they did in the summer of 1940. Tho proportion of pro-

duction marketed can be increased prirr.arily in two ways -- by better care 

of egr,s on farms ana. by consUI!1ing fO\\Ter eg{';s ir" far!!! h0usnr.!.Olds. Wholc-

sale egg prices b. mid-July ;.,ere continuing a"bo11t t"ftTo-ti:l.irds higher than 

a year earlier. Egg prices in general are expected. to continue ',1ell 

above a year earlier during thc:! remainder of 194J., "!:Jut in vie\-l of the 

relative increase in production in prospect the fall rise in prices this 

year may be rel:>.tivoly less than usual. 

Storage stocks of eggs on August 1 (ab0ut the date of the usur.~1 

seasonal poak in holdir.gs) wore about tho samo.as on August 1, 1940. 
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Stocks of shell eggs WGr? dot-m 15 :?GI"Cent from a year ea;:-lfer out stocks of 

frozen eggs WBre 26 percent :arger. Zxclurlir~ U~ited st~tes Jepartmellt of 

.Agriculture aolclings for both dates, the changeo were less ~xZ:ed.; shell egg 

stocks li'Elre OL.ly 5 :percen~ s::Jaller ani stoeles of frozen eggs ~oJere a little 

over 24 percent larger. lio data are availaole on stocks of dried eggs. T!16 

Department of .Agricu1 ture up to mid-.Augv.st this year rJ.8.d purchased alL'lOst 

4-1/2 million cases of eggs (ap~roximate shell-egg equivalent). 

Market supplies of young chickens B.re increasing considerably and in 

early August farm marketings were nearly twice [:.s :::'~rge as a year earlier. 

Receipts of fowls at central western narkets rece!ltly increased slightl~r 

but were continuing nearly one-fifth snaller tilc'Ul a year earlier. R-::flcct-

1ng increased farm marketings. wholesale prices of 1i70 fowls and yhickons 

at Chicago in general declined slightly fro~ early July to mid-A'~st. The 

number of chickens being raised on farns thin yoar is obo~t 14 percent 

larger tha.."l in 1940 and commercial broUar prod~ction r.Las i~lcroas0d oven 

more. Because of the stronger conS~~3r demand, COt~V6r, average prices 

received by farmers for all chickens are expected to continue above those 

of a year earlier. 

Turkey production·t~is year is no~ i~dicated to be 5 percent larger 

than in 1940. Turkey prices, ho;revor, arc ezpected to continue w31l abo~le 

thoso for cor=esponding ffi0nt~s of 1940. 

-- August 20, 1941 

FEZTI SITUATIon 

For the country as a whole, prospects for total 1941-42 ~eed grain 
supplies cOP.tinuo favorable. Prospects for tho 1941 corn ann.. barley crops 
improved during July whereas }jrospective oe.t supplies d.eclined. O:r..e of the 
largest E,rain-sorghum crop3 of record is in prospect. Corn and grain 
sorghum proQuction, however, may be reduced below that indicated on ~ugust 
1 because of the drOU&~t in the ~~stern Corn Belt. Indications as of 
August 1 point to a 1941-42 feed supply per grain-cons1.lll1ing animal unit 
about as large this year as last and much larger tlum the 1928-32 average. 

"'" 1 
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Wholesale prices of corn advanced from mid-July to mid-AugllSt 1'rhereas 
prices of oats ana. barley declined during that period. ?rices of the latter 
tt10 grains are 10\" relative to the price of corn. 

Prices of byproduct aIle- high-protein feee_s aclvanc9d materially during 
the past few months. The rdgher loan rates on corn aad wheat, and the 
increased deIlk.'Uld for feeding dairy aattle and poultry, accompanied by the 
seasonal decline in byproduct feed production, are largel~- responsiblo for 
the advances. Feed prices in general now are in line with the ne~., loan 
values on corn and wheat, and production of byproduct and :high-protoin foeds 
"Till incrc30.sc seasonally until late fall or early ·:rintor. 

The food-egg ratio continues very favorable for egg production. In 
mid-.August about ono-third fO\1'er eggs "rere requirod to buy 100 pou...."lds of 

J feed (based on Chicago prices) than a year earlier .. 

~ Feed-egg ratio at Chicago 

(Dozens of ebgs required to buy 100 pounds of po~ltry ration) 

· 1:/eek ending -as of 1941 · Year · Jan. : Apr. : June: Jul:l . Augt.:!,st : Oct. · • · 25 : 26 : 28 : 12 . 19 : 26 : 2 9 
. 16 : 23 : 30~_ · . ., 

• Doz. Doz. Doz. Doz~ DOZe Doz, Doz. :Doz. Doz. Doz. Doz. Doz .. · Average: 
1930-39: 5.70 6.71 6 86 • 6.98 . 6.76 6.59 6 44 ., 60 58 6.43 6.20 6.07 4 .. 73 · · 
1939 • 6.65 6,65 6.71 6.37 6.05 5.76 5c 85 6,05 6,15 6.33 6.13 5,13 , 
1940 5.38 8,21 7.57 7.45 7.57 7,61 7078 7.54 7,,17 7.08 6.78 5 .. 95 
1941 7.16 6.07 5.19 5.53 5. 44 5,30 5.32 5. 47 5.39 

: 

HATCHINGS 

The commerci2,1 hatchery out}?ut of baby chiC}~s in July this year was 
about 33 percent larger than in July 1940" Tne total output for the first 
7 months of this year vIas about 24 pe::cent la.rger than a year earlier. 
Increases over a yoar earlier occurred in every month this year but "Tere 
most pronounced in Hay, June, and July. The }fa3' output 1rTaS 26 percent 
larger than a yoa,r earlier and the June production '..,as 69 percent over 
June 1940, ~ocause of tho demands for chicks for co~nercio.1 broiler pro­
duction during coming months, continued l'lCa~:y hatchery production is 
anticipate~. The totnl output of commercial broilers in 1941 probably 
will exceed 150 million birds. 

_ The number of chickens raised on farns this year is nO'.-T estimated 
to be 14 percent larger than in 191~0 and the figure may increase still more 
as the result of la.te hatchings. The increases by regions are as follo\01s: 
Horth Atlantic 9 percent, East Uorth Central 10 percent, West l-!orth Cent raJ_ 
17 percent, South Atlantic 13 ?ercent, Soutn Central 18 percent, and 
Western 15 percent. 
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!'fumber of layers ClO.!:: le.rger 
than ~ year f!gO 
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AI "'jho'J..gh tho feed-egb rati'.) b.1s bee-::1 v3ry i'e70r3.'o:!.e for egg produc­
tion since late Harch, t~le eff(Jct on th3 nU-IlJbcr of layars hc..s Deon notice~blo 
only in ~ne last 2 or 3 mont~s. Ordir~rily farmers remove r~lative~y :ew 
hens from laying flocks during the seuso~ of f:usn production but solI quite 
freely Doc;in."ling iCl 8'11'1:r SUlllill'3l'. This yC'1l' the number of layers declined 
about normally unt:i.1 :4ay. Since -:;he::l, hov."8ver, tile nUJIloer r..as 1eclined less 
than usual ana. muc:,. less than it did last year. This has res~1.1ted ~lmost 
entirely from tile sale of fe~~r old hens by fa~ers since few pullets are 
added. to laying flocks before le.te AUf,ust. The wLolesa.:e price of llens this 
summer has been 4 to 5 cents (about ohe-thil'd) higber than a year earlier. 
Egg prices, however, \'Tero about ·10 conts (g;oout t'lllO-thirds) higher than in ._ 
the suwmer of 1940. The fe0d-sgg ratio th3refore was rolatively ~ore favor­
able than the food-hen price ratio. i'Tithout sucb. a relations!J.ip, marketings 
of fow'l probably i.vonld have been mU.ch heavier. 

The averGge nu.1Tl0er of layers ?8r fa.r:n flo~k on In:.y 1 illa.S only 0.2 
percent larger than a year Garlie:'. The d.ecline in numbc I' of layers during 
Jn1;f. \...ras smaller thnn f:.. yea"-' earlier. p.l1d by Angus t 1 the exCoss ovor 1940 
had increased to 105 percent. SOille pEllets from this y~ar' s early hatch 
al'CI being added 1(0 laying flocks nQw so the nUt'lber of layers pro'!)ably is 
being increased absol'~te1y as ,.,e11 as relative:i.7. Tnis d.8ve1opment .,.rill 
go on vri th .incr3as'Jd momentulll for thG next sever3.1 mon tilS. 

lTu.mbcr of J_aycrs on farms, J?1itr.l(l States 

. . . . 0 . o 0 0 0 

Year Jan. : Fob • Mar. : kpr. : M~r J:mc 0 

July; Aug. : Sept. : Oct.: rov. : 1)ec. 
0 .. 0 · 0 0 . . . o • • . 

Mil, Mil. Mil. ~1il. I<il. Xil. MiL.. ~al... 1·~:lL.. I·~i1. Hil. Hi1c 
Avorage: 

246 256 1930-39: 332 325 315 301 284 2S7 253 278 300 322 

1938 307 301 292 278 262 248 236 234 245 269 293 314 

1939 · 322 316 306 292 2"(6 260 246 242 253 279 305 326 · 1940 332 327 318 304 289 270 252 247 2-7 279 303 320 ?I 
1941 · 324 318 308 295 280 266 254 · · · 

-
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Average number of eggs produced per l£.yer, t'ni~ed States 

· . , · · , · . . 
,i.:ar, : Aug, : Sept. : Year · Ja."1. : Fob~: }' . 1'~3,y · Tune' Jul~r· Oct .. : lTov .. : Dec. '_are • - . · u • d. 

" .. · · · . · • • 0 • ---- --------· No. l~o • r'). I'') F), :Fo. 1"OL 'I':r,,) ~ :r1'°L rS2..a.. :Ho. 0 _.'-2. r ___ ""_ 

Averag:e: 
1930-39: 6 6 . 8.9 14$3 16.7 16,8 14.2 12.7 11,,2 8,,9 G.g 50 0 5.2 

19315 7.9 9.9 15,,4 17.5 17.3 14,9 13.6 ll<tg 9.4 7.5 5.9 6.4 
1939 · 8,0 9.,7 17.0 17 .. 0 140 6 13,,2 11.7 9.3 7.4 6.0 6.15 · Ill. ~ 

1~~: ! 1940 · 7,,2 9,0 lb.5 17 .. 0 14 .. 6 13)1- 11,,15 9.7 7.9 6,2 6.15 · 1941 15.7 10 .. 3 15.0 16 .. 9 17.,4 15,,1 13.15 
• • 

Total fDxm prod:l1ction of eggs, United Shtes 

eyear 
. 

Fe-), : · · · . . . . 
Jan • ~far. : ~:J.r,.: l,~o.;r · J1l.1lI.? : J·ll1.y: ·SrJ I- • 0 t . lifo v .. : Dec, 

~ . A:u.g \' • J:r ~ ~ • C #. · · · . 0 · · · _0 ____ ._0 ____ ._ 0 

--'-' · }Jiil.~ !fiE, Mil. 0" ., Mil., ldl. r.1i1" H~.::". Jvl~,l, lVl':l. M::'l. Mil. 0 _ J.~. 

:cq.ses C~SGS cases cC'ses C~S,3S ~~ c[>'ses Q.:-~ C"l.ses cases cases cases 
Average: 
1930-39: 6,0 15.0 12,,5 13.9 13,2 10,) 8.9 7,6 6.4 5.2 4.1 4.7 

· · 1938 · 6.7 15,3 12,5 1305 120 6 10.3 15.9 7.6 6 4 5,6 4.15 5.5 · • 
1939 · 7.2 15.5 12.6 13 0 15 13,,0 10,6 9.1 7.15 6.5 ~ 7 5.1 6.1 · ./, 

1940 : 6.7 g.2 :!..~f.,O S,l 7.0 6.1 5,2 6.0 '12 .. 7 p 7 11.1 9.4 -./ . 
1941 • 7.9 9.1 12,8 13.9 13.5 11.1 9.7 · · 0 

?or the month of July a-tout 0.6 percent more la:rers were on fa...-ms 
tha-~ a yea~ earlier pnd, wita a 3 p9rcent higher rate of lay, aJout 4 pe~cent 
more eggs ii/ore produced than in Jul;,r 1940. :!3y regions the changGs from a 
year earlier in the July egg output were as follows: North Atlantic,: 5.3 
percent; E~st North Central. 5.7 peTcent; West North Central 4.2 percent; 
South Atla~tic, 2e6 percent; South Central, 5.7 porcon~; and Western, -0.3 
percent. Egg production in t:hE. United States in coming montlls is expected 
to continue larger than a year earlier since the nUlnbor of la;~ers .. ,ill 
continue to increase relative to a year earlier and tho rate ox lay p~ob­
ably vrill be at least as high as a year earlier, if not hig'her. 

The number of pullets on farms August 1 was 19 percent larger t~~ 
a year earlier. I~crea3es by regions were as follows: North Atlantio 
23 percent; East JI!orth Central 13 percent; West :~orth Central 25 ,percent; 
South Atlantic 11 percent; South Central 21 percent; and ~restern ,19 per­
cent. Although t::e excess of pullets over 1940 may decline as the season 
progresses, an increase in layers of about 10 percent over a J~ar earlier 
is, expected by Janu3XY 1942. 

The increase over a year earlier in egg marketings this summer 
appears to have been greater th~~ the increase in production. This is 
largely the renul t of the mu.ch higher egg prices this, summer than last. 
When egg prices are high, farmers tend to take bettor Care of thoir eggs 
and consume fewer in farm households. Tho latter is an important factor 
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because nearly one-fourth of the people 07. the D'nited st.'3.tes live on farms, 
and the per capita consu.ID:9tion of eggs by farm people is much :rlgher than 
for urban people. 

Total storMe stocks .Qi.~..Qll AW·st 1 
same £& ~ year ago 

A large into-storage movement for frozen eggs continued during JiJ.ly, 
and on August 1 storage stocks were 9 percent larger than the previous 
record high on J-aly 1 and about 26 percent larger than on k~st 1, 1940. 
Further into-storage movements of frozen eggs have occurred since .Allgust 1. 

• 
The Department of Agriculture owned 1,770.,000 pOuncls of !'rozen eggs on ("-
August 1 or about 1 percent of all froz.en egg stocks on that date. Privately 
owned stocks of frozen eggs on August 1 were 24.5 percent larger than on n' 
August 1, 1940. ~ 

~otal storage holdings of shell eggs on August 1 were 15 percent 
smaller than a year earlier. On that date t:ais year, h01..rever, the Department 
of Agriculture o~med only 239,000 Cases co~ared with 1.068,000 cases on 
AugJ..st 1, 1940. PriVately o~'1l1ed storage stocks of shell eggs were only 5 
percent smaller on AugQst 1 this year than on August 1, 1940. 

· · 

Eggs: Storage stocks in the United States, and 
storage movement at 26 markets 

United States : St,-:)r:-l.P,c mov'.)ffiont = 

Year __ -,s:::,.to=.::c:::;k=.=s:..-.. __ :____ weck ending as of 1::.../9'-04=1 __________ _ 
July 1 : Aug. 1 : July Aug. sept. 

--------~--______ : ______ ~:~~2~6~_: __ _=2 ___ ·_· ___ 9_~ __ :_ ~1=6 ____ :~2~3~_: -L3~0 __ ~:~~6~~=__ 
1,000 1,000 1,000 l~Ooo 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 

cases 
Shell: 

cases cases C9ses cases ~ cases casep 

Average 
1930-39 

1939 
1940 
1941 

'B'rozen: 
Average 
1930-39 

• · · · · · · · 
8,135 8,304 

6.977 7,024 
y6,580 1/6,716 

: I/6,1001Tz./6J+14 
· · · · : 

· · · · · · 

3,465 

4,042 4,125 
4,296 4,427 
4,684 ?Jl/5,515 

+ 7 

2 
+ 69 
-I- 83 

° -I- 16 
-I- 39 

- 30 

- 33 
+ 40 
+ 42 

+ 10 
+ 9 
+ 99 

- 58 

- 34 
- 32 

J.3 

- 26 
- 14 
+158 

68 

53 
85 

- 36 

23 
22 

-I- 7 

- 90. 

- 75 - 89 
- 83 -125 

- 35 - 29 - 37 
- 31 - 36 - 50 

y 3xcludes Surplus Marketing Administration holdings as follows: July 1, 1940, 
933,000 cases; August I, 194o, 1,068,000 cases; July 1, 1941, 327,000 cases; and 
August 1, 1941, 239,000 Cases. 
2) Preliminary • 
. 'JJ Excludes Surplus Marketing Administration holdings as follows: July 1, 1941, 
H9,OOO eases; and August 1, 1941, 51,000 cases. 



Egg prices continuing ~ higher 
than ~ year ago 
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Wholesale prices of fresh firsts at Chicago continued unchanged from 
early July to mid-August at a level about 2 cents below the late June peak. 
In mid-August these prices were about 10 cents higher than a yoar earlier as 
they had been for about 6 weeks. Reflecting continued heavy production and 
app~ently some restriction in tho consumption of eggs in f:;trm :households, 
receipts of eggs at central western primary markets are continui~g much larger 
than in the SlL'Tlmer of 1940. During the week ended August 9, receipts of (3ggS 
at these markets were 94 percont larger tl~n a year earlier. Receipts at 
Pacific Coast prinary markots, t:hough sMaller than a year earlier, also aro 
increasing relative to receipts last SUflDor. 

The average prico received by. fll.=t'mers for eggs in r:lid-July was the 
highest for tho month sinco 1929 ~d about 9 conts over a year oarlier, the 
sane nargin as in Jlli~O. Egg prices will continue to bo supported by the in­

.rover.lont in donestic donand condit·ions and by Departnont purcbp.ses t'Ll1der the 
~~~ounced purchase prograr.ls. In view of the relative increase in production 

in prospect, however, tho rise in prices to the fall penk nay be relatively 
less than in the correspondil'..g nonths of 1940. 

Price per dozen recci ved by farmers for eggs, United States 

Year : Jan.: Feb.: l·fn.r.: Apr.: ~ :June :July : Aug.: Sept.: Oct~: Nov.: Dec. 
__ --.;..,: ,.......;;.;.15~: 15: 15: 15: 15: 1, : 15 15 : 15 15: 15: 15 

:Cents Cents Cents Cents Cents Cents Cents Cents Cents Cents Ce:1t~ Cents 
Average: 
1930-39: 22.8 18.8 16.1 16.0 15.9 15.7 17.0 18.7 21.9 24.7 28.2 26.3 

1938 21.6 16.4 16.2 15·0 17.6 18.2 19.9 21.0 24.9 27 .. 1 29.0 27.9 
1939 • 18.8 16.7 16.0 15.5 15·2 14.9 16.5 17.5 20.6 22.9 25.8 20.5 • 
1940 18.3 20.2 15.4 15.0 15.1 14.4 16.4 17.2 21.0 23.7 26.2 26.8 
1941 19.7 16.8 16.4 19.7 20.1 23.2 25.6 • 

Purchases of oggs by the Department of Agricul ture in 1941 

. 
Week ending Shell • Frozen Dried 

• Cases 1,000 Eounds 1,000 Eounds • 

Jan. 1 to Aug. 9 1,459~037 63,985 9,310 
June 7 25,201 1,379 145 

14 10,400 1,776 350 
21 · 2?800 11>801 100 • 
28 1,283 140 

July 5 · 5,980 13,810 1,583 · 12 50,000 2,683 210 
19 140,398 13,835 1,930 
20 91,695 8,616 660 

Aug. 2 54,987 3,273 366 
9 42,343 0 2,986 

16 22,268 1,515 803 
· • 
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Eggs pu.rcha~ :,y :he R:P7f~t~ of gri~~:::.:..~ to date this year., are 
roughly equivalent to nearly . 1 2 million cases. A little less than 1-~/2 
million cases "ere ir. s1'.el1 ferm and' the !"em.aind~t~n frozen a'1d dried form. 
In this connecti0n tl::e :ol~owin.g ta-0le showing tJ;.e var-ious con7ersion factors 
may be useful. 

Conversion fRctors for eggs 

: Yield of 
Yield of : liquid eggs: J d : 3equirements for: 

. ozen 1 d f d . d Yield of dried 
product from shell eg,!Ss : poun 0 rle: 

Products from 30 
dozen 

____________ ~:~sh_el1 ~ggs 
Pounds . . 

Whole eEg '}:./: 
Albumen 
Yolk 

35·00 
19·25 
15·75 

____ :~rod1.:cts 

Liqu.id.: Dried Liquid Shell 
eges _: _E2ggs eggs eggs 

Pou~ds Pounds Pounds Dozens 

1.1667 
o. SJ1l7 
0·~~50 , 

0.3268 
0.0879 
0.2356 

3·57 
7 ·3C 
2.20 

:l(~pounds of: 30 dozen 
~ .J:.i gui d eggs.: shell eggs 

Pounds Pounds 

. l :. "l ".' 

The Egg-Dryjng I-n~~-ll-s~t-r-y--i-n--the U~n~i~t-e~g.~S-t-a~t-e-s-,~Agricultura1 Adjustment A~~inistrarron; 
1938. " tr<.:\~\,'J-;"\' 
lJ Shell egg consists of 45 perc~nt yolk and 55 percent albumen. Dried whole egg 
aonsists of 73.1 'percent yolk and 26.9 percent albumen.' 

?O~TRY SrTUATIO~ 

Marketings of fowl continuing smaller than a 
year earlier but marketings of young-s:t"ock 
~ much larger 

The smaller receipts of fowls at J)1idwestern markets in recent weeks 
inc,icate that farmers are continuing to cull out fewer hens from their present 
flocks. IAlI'ing the 2 weeks ene.ed August 9. receipts of fowl wE':)re about 20 
percent under those of a year earlier. Marketings of yo~~g st~ck, on the 4It 
other hand, are increasing considerably with each passing week. During the 

, week ended August 9. receipts of young stock at central western primary mar­
kets nere 44 percent larger t~1,an a year earlier. Wi.-t!1 at least 14 percent 
more chickens being raised on farms this year than. last , marketings of chickens 
off farms in the next several months will continue much larger than a year ~ 
earlier. The large late hatch this year will result in a much heavier than 
usual late movement of young chickens this coming winter. Receipts of live 
fowl may increase as some postponed marketings are:made, but for the remainder t 
of the year young chickens will constitute a'lerge~ proportion of f~rm market­
ings than they did last year. Sales of fowls by farmers usually do not in-
crease after AU~lSt, whereas marketings of young stock do not reach the ~eason-
al high until October and November. 
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THE POULTRY SITUATION AT A GLANCE 
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~1941 I "" -I .'-
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U. S. STOCKS OF FOWLS.:. 
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* INCLUDeS BROILE.RS. FRYEF!S AND ROASTERS 

NEG. 3!lU2. auB..EA.U OF AGRICULTURAL ECONOMICS 

FIGURE 2 
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Recei~ts of drsss~d ~oultry ~t four markets 

(:Jew York, CUcago, PhEadelphia., Boston) i 
---------------'~\L=~~mrmr==az.=iL*_~- -~---~--~-=~4~uz=:~~2~~·=j~e~=--

Week endin~ as of 1941 
Year •• :::srz:::;:: - '! ti ) .... ~ » .~'"""::7'''''--'':--~- ---~-

June : July: .A.1.:gl!.s~ : Oct. 
___ ~.:::::2l=- 28; 19 :'"" 26: 2: i:~ '23 30 25 

:1,000 1,000 1,000 -1,000 : 1:000 1,006 =1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 

Average 
1930-39 

:pounds pounds pounds pounds pounds pounds pounds p01L~ds pounds poun~ 

5,274 5,428 4,892 4,880 4,876 4,942 5,093 5,224 5,308 7,641 

1939 
1940 
1941 

6,515 6,139 5.942 6,948 5,872 5,690 5,608 5,624 6,081 8,435 
9,796 6,584 6,653 5,724 6,079 

6,789 6,327 7,440 6,339 

Storage holdings of poultry ~ are 
smaller than a year earlier ---- - ---- ----~-

6,265 6,188 7,548 7,008 7,547 
6,293 6,744 6,931 

• 
Stocks of poultry in the United states declined about 4-1/2 million 

pounds during July t:~s year whereas thciy increased slightly during July 1940 • 
On the average, stocks decline about 2 million pounds during the,t month. Im­
portant contributions to the decline this year are the record out-of-storage 
movement for turkeys and the smaller increase in fowl holdings this year than 
last: Stocks of young chickens on August 1 were 70 percent larger than a year 
earl~er. The increase was distributed among the separate classes as follows: 
Broilers, 11 percent; fryers, 'twice as large; and roasters, 2-1/2 times as 
large. Stocks of fowl were 20 percent smaller on August 1 than on August 1, 
1940 and turkey stocks were down about one-third. Stocks of ducks on August 1 
of nearly 10 million pounds were 19 percent larger thar- a year earlier and 
were the largest on record for that date. 

Year 

Poultry: Storage stocks in the United States and storage 
movement at twenty-six marl~et s 

United States Storage movement, week endin~g~a_s_o_f __ 1~9~4~1~~_ 
-:::-=-_;::.s t.:.o cks ; July : AUggll.;.:.:=.s t-=-----:~ ___ _==__ Sept. 

___ -=---=J:....::u=l,y 1 -=- .jl.~ __ .!.:. ___ 26 _: __ ~ __ : ___ 3_-.-£ 16 23 3-=-0::-,--=-_6=:-
1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 

Average: 
pounds pounds pounds Eo_unds E.0U11ds pour.ds po-unds pounds pounds 

1930-39: 49,517 48,283 -228 -216 -37 

1939 67,470 64,918 +35 -441 -359 
1940 82,336 82,415 -355 +1,122 -173 
1941 85,573 y8l,132 -807 -323 -263 

- ---_6_-- __________________ 

!/ Preliminary. 

-28 

-698 
+328 
+714 

-418 
+262 

+157 

-819 
-834 

-610 
+137 

• 

""'. 

j 

•• 
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Prices of live ycnng cl1icker.s at Chicago i:-: ge'l-e-ral we"'e '.ower in 
mid-.A.ugust than a month oarlier, reflecting the r.aate:,:ial inc:'eas8 in market­
ings during that t:ime. Prices of most classes, however, are still higher 
than a year earlier. Fowl prices declined 1 to 4 cents during the month, 
the decline being 1..10re pronounced for the light.oJ.· weights tr.:.an for t::e heavy. 

-, As. a result. fowl prices now are not as high relativ9 to prices of young 
: chiCk:ems as'~they have Lee.n for the past few months. 

Prices received. by farm9rs for chickens very likely cilJ d'Jcline sea­
sonally in coming months but probably will continue a:..'ove those of a year 
ee.rlier. ' 

Price per pound received by farmers for live chickens, 
Uni ted States 

Y Jari::-;Feb.: Mar.: Apr.:-V.ay :June':July : Aug.:Sept.: Oct.: Nov.: Dec. 
ear 1 15 __ ----=---.:::...:~_=- 15: 15: 15': 15: 15 : 15 15 : 15 ~ 15; 

:Cent3 Cents Cen·~s Cents Cents ~ Cents Cents Centf! Cents Cents ~ 
Av~rage: ----- -----
1930-39: 14.0 14.2 14.4 15.0 14.7 14;ll. 14.11 14.0 14.3 13.7 13.3 12.9 

13. 6 13. 6 13.6 
12·7 12.4 11. 7 
13·3 13. 1 13.0 

1938 16.7 16.0 15·9 16.2 16.1 15·7 15·0 14.2 14·3 
1939 14.0 14.2 14·3 14.4 13.9 13. 4 13·7 13.0 13.6 
1940 12.0 12.2 12.8 12.9 13. 6 13.3 13. 6 13. 4 13·7 
1941 13.7 14.0 14.4 15.7 16·3 16.3 16.8 

Turkey production larger thi s year than last 

The number of turkeys that will be raised on farms this ~Tear is now 
estimated to be about 5 percent larger than in 1940. This indicates farmers 
changed their p1ans.as the season progressed. Last February farmers indicat-

,ed they would start about 3 percent fewer poults this year th~~ last. The 
prospective larger number to be raised appears to h~ve resulted largely from 
a later hatch of poults than in 1940. Evidences of the late hatch are that 
poult output by commercial hatcheries was large late in t~e season and breeder 
hens apparently moved to market later this summer than last. The number of 
turkeys on farms a year ago was only slightly smaller tr..an present numbers 
but more than a million b~rds were killed in a storm in November 1940. 

Despite the 5 percent larger number of turkeys being raised this year 
than last, supplies of turkey meat may be only about the same as in 1940 since 
breeding flocks probably will be expanded somewhat and nany of the late hatch­
ed birds will not be marketed until early next year. Further, storage stocks 
~t the beginning of the turkey marketing season this fall will be snaller than 
a year earlier. 

~urkey prices at Chicago in mid-August were about 4 cents higher than 
a year earlier. The stronger consumer demand this fall than last is expected 
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to more than offset the effects on turkey prices of any increase in I:larket­
ings. The average price received by farmers for turkeys in mid-July (mostly 
breeder hens) was 15.3 cents compared witL 15.4 cents a month earlier and 12.9 
cents a year earlier. 

Frice per pound received by farmers for live turkeys, Uni ted St~tes 
. ==-- ~ .:::.ti::::!::= :' rcs== ~......., __ =_:=e--=,,_~=-_ 

: Jan.: Feb.: Mar.: Apr.: May :June :July: Aug.:Sept.: O~t.: Nov.: Dec. Year 
__ --'~---'15::-.::..:-= 15: 15: 15: 15: ,15 : ~2.""';~-L2-",;".. ~ 15 : , 15 

:Cents Cents Cents Cents Cehts Cents CeLts Cents Cents Cents Cents Cents 
Average: ----~ ----- ----- ----- ----- ---- ----- -----
1935-39: 17·2 16.8 16.5 16.2 15.5 14.7 14.6 14.4 15.3 16.1 17.2 17·5 

1938 : 17·5 17·7 17.2 17.0 16.4 15.6 
1939 18·3 17.5 17.6 16.9 15.6 14.7 
1940 14.2 14.0 13.7 13.5 13.2 12·9 
1941 15·5 15.1 ' 15.2 15.5 15.4 15.4 

DOMESTI C DEMAlID 

15.7 15·0 16.0 
14.4 14·3 15. 4 
12.9 13.4 14·3 
15.8 

16.5 
15·3 
14.7 

17.1 
16.0 
15·5 

18.4 
15.6 
lW 

The domestic demand for farm products is expected to continue to in­
crease during the remainder of 1941, but the rate of i~provement is likely to 
be less marked than in recent months. Furthe~ expansion in output of defense 
materials will be increasingly at the expense of durable civilian goods. Dif­
ficulties arising as a result of shortages of raw materials are likely to be­
come more numerous as defense efforts are accelerated, and they will act as a 
brake on the rapid advance in industrial activity in evidenc9 so far this year. 
Indicated declines in the production of automobiles and other civilian goods 
will tend to flatten out the trend of industrial activity during the next few 
months. A temporary slight decline in the seasonally adjusted Federal Reserve 
index of business activity may even occur. However, this should not be taken 
as an ~ndication of any fundamental cha~ge in the generally favorable demand~ 
outlook as long as the war is in progress. Activity in many other lines of 
business such as the service occupations will continue to increase. Consumer 
purchasing power in general should continuo to i~prove during the remainder 
of the year.. 

Some people will have to set aS1Cle funds in preparation of payment of 
increased taxes next spring, but the buying power of the majority of consum­
ers will not be directly affected. The li~itation of the supplies of some 
consuner goods such as household equipment will leave a larger proportion of 
the money purchasing power to go for the purchase of "soft" lines of goods 
including food end clothing, making possible a further increase in the con­
sumer demand for farm products even without. further general gains in -buying 
power. 

, 



.. .. } -7' ,_# 

Nonagricult~l income payments l United state~ 1~19 to date 1/ 
(Seaso~a11y corrected indexes, 1924-29 = 100) -

--------------------_. 
YeJ.r Ja~. ::~.~ .:,,_Mar.: _: ... ~::. __ :_.~a~ ..... ~:~-,e_.: __ J~.:!._ . :~L 0 ___ .~.e?~_._~. ~_c:.~-.:._:_!~ov. 

1919 
1920 
1921 
1922 
1923 
1921 
1925 
1926 
1827 
1928 
1929 

1930 
1931 
1932 
1933 
1934 
1935 
1936 
1937 
1938 
1939 
191C 
19~ol 

1931 
1936 

7e.8 
[,3.9 
75.8 
70.7 
83.7 
91.5 
93.5 

100.2 
101.5 
101.7 
105 .3 

105.2 
91.2 
76.3 
61.5 
G8.3 
73.9 
81.4 
92.0 
87.6 
90.0 
87.4 

107.7 

90.7 
81. Llo 

66.3 
81.0 
73.4 
70.1 
82.4 
82.5 
93.5 

100.5 
102.0 
102.3 
105. LI, 

103.9 
90.0 
74.3 
60.5 
69.8 
74.6 
82.4 
93.4 
87.5 
90.5 
97.0 

109.7 

B8.9 
82.4 

65.1 
83.7 
72.5 
71.0 
83.9 
92.0 
93.3 

100.9 
101.7 
102.9 
10G.3 

103.0 
94.1 
72.7 
58.9 
70.5 
74.7 
83.4 
94- .·1 
87.1 
91.3 
96.9 

llO.1 

89.1 
83.4 

65.8 
82.8 
71.9 
70.6 
84.8 
92.6 
93.7 

100.2 
102.1 
102.5 
106.3 

102.0 
9L1,.4 
70.3 
58.6 
70.1 
'15.4 
84.'7 
95.2 
86.4 
90.5 
96.7 

lll.0 

8G.3 
8L1,.7 

66.2 
1.33.2 
72 .8 
73.6 
86.8 
90.7 
94.2 
98.3 

102.2 
102.5 
105.9 

101.2 
88.9 
G8.5 
59.5 
'71.4 
'75. '7 
85.6 
95.9 
86.0 
91.5 
98.1 

113.8 

68.2 
84.5 
70.3 
75.6 
87.5 
88.0 
95.0 
99.6 

102.3 
104.2 
107.1 

100.2 
86.8 
66.4. 
61.1 
71.3 
75.9 

100.9 
96.6 
86.0 
93.5 
98.9 

116.5 

71.9 
35.1 
72 .3 
75.5 
88.2 
87.5 
96.8 
99.0 

101.8 
105.5 
107.9 

98.7 
85.6 
34.8 
61.6 
71.6 
76.1 
95.2 
96.6 
86.2 
93.'l 
99.9 

73.8 
84.5 
73.1 
77.9 
88.4 
8G.0 
96.7 
99.7 

102.3 
105.6 
109.1 

9E).7 
83.5 
6~.1 

63.6 
71.7 
76.d 
89.9 
96.1 
8 ri • '7 
94:.R 

101.0 

75.9 
83.6 
72.5 
80.5 
88.4 
89.2 
9-7.0 

100.£1 
101.8 
105.3 
109.4 

96.1 
Gl.e 
E?3.6 
6~· .5 
70.4 
7'1.4 
89.9 
84.4 
R8.2 
9L1 •• 8 

101.6 

Exclus iva of v-eteran bonus pa71Hellts 

67.3 
85.S 

86.0 
87.0 

85.2 
88.2 

83.2 
88.6 

81.5 
89.1 

., -r--r;: - ..... ----. -. - .. - .. - - - ----- . . .. ,. " _. -- -. - . - .. - .. - ... -- -- - - .. 2i Revised July 211 1941. 

'73.9 
81.0 
71.4 
GO.S 
89.2 
89.1 
99.6 

101.8 
100.6 
105.4 
109.1 

94.7 
80.2 
63.5 
6A .9 
71.3 
78.5 
90.3 
83.5 
88.5 
9S.2 

102.6 

,{9.9 
89.7 

76.7 
79.7 
72.2 
82.9 
90.8 
89.9 

100.2 
101.5 
100.6 
105.1 
108.1 

93.5 
78.9 
62.8 
65.9 
71.8 
78.9 
91.3 
91.5 
89.4 
97.0 

103.3 

'78.7 
90.9 

Dec. : Annual 
. ___ :_... 2/ __ 

79.5 
76.3 
72 .5 
83.0 
90.3 
82.6 

100.2 
101.2 
100.6 
104.9 
107.6 

92 .. 4 
77.5 
61.9 
68 .. 1 
72.0 
80.1 
92.4 
89.5 
90.1 
97.7 

l05.5 

77.1 
91.8 

71.2 
82.5 
72.9 
76.1 
87.1 
90.4 
96.2 

100.3 
101.7 
104.0 
107.4 

99.0 
86.1 
6'7.5 
62.4 
71.0 
76.5 
89.0 
94.1 
'37.6 
93.4 
9S.9 

84.8 
36.S 

tJI 
Cf.l 
I en 
m 

I-' 
01 
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Vt1~OL~SALE EUCZS OF LIVE FOWlS film CEICK.';;l')S .AX C:EICA,}O: PTDEX ITTJ}.1B~S 

Ot" S:::JlSO}TAL V.bR IATI ON,. AND E: 1 CE DH'F.§? E~J']'I.A1..s FEl'VVEE.tif 
V.P2U0U;3 ~·'I.API{b-.rr CLA.;j8ES Oii' C.:iICKBN.3 

11" -ere las+: two 5.sstJ.es of the Poul+'ry and ESg Sit'l:.:.tion series of 
wholesale prices for sp(~cified classes of 1i7e fovrls ~nd chickens at 'Chicego 
were published, tog-ether vlith a discussio:a of pric3 differentials bet-.'veen 
heaV'J aJ1.d !'1edit1l11 heavy ~lens a.nd bet-,,-een he~v.f hG1"s end specified market 
classes of th8 h0avy breeds or' young chic'.<:cns. :"n thi s article inn.ex nu~­
bers of seaf;onal variation are given for the priGes of the v£,rious market 
cle.sses of fowls f'nd ch5.ckens a.r..d a discussion is ~·:i.ven of the price dif­
ferentials bety;eeil specified classes of the ':1eavy ;)reeds of y01L."1g: cricl-:-enE'. 
A series of pricf9s 011 ligh-e (Leghorn)' hens is also ir_cJ.uded. This series 
was not availab10 v"-lel~ t}-,'J other price series 'were I>UO} ished in the JUlle issue. 

Inrlex numbers of seasonal variation 

The follov~ng table shows index nu~bers of seasor..a1 variat.ion for cae' 
breed and market class of fowls ard chickens" These index numbers y,-ere c[,l­
cu1ated as follows: (1) The average monthly eli f'£'erential betvroen he9..vy 
hens and each class it:. a given breed was subtl'acted from the 10-yeer average 
price of hee_vy hens fur corresponG.inE; illvr.ths. This gave an average price for 
that class a.nd breed for each month. As was mentioned in the pr.eceding 
article~ a strailSht average price cf)uld not be used cecause prices 'V.rere not 
quoted in all months of ell yee.rs for aJ.!.;)l 0lass except heavy hens. (2) 1lXl 
annual average of' the morthly prices vvas obta:i.ne r1. fr;r Aach series. (3) l'he 
average price for each nrdh was di-,ric.ed by the annual average price to g0t 
the seasonal index for t}'at :month. 'lhese indey nU1'l':oers for all breeds a~ld 
market classes of live fowls and chickens except colorec. c:hickens are sho·:.'Il 
by months ill figure 3. 

The price of hea:vJ" hens ter.ds to decline iron April to J-,me, to i!l­
crease from July to Septen1ber ~ to 08(;rr::ase e.?;ain until }lTo-veraber or DeCem~)er~. 
to increase in "Tan ... iary I to Qe'}li'1e sliGhtl:! in Fei-'ruery~ ard then to in-
crease until A?ri::.... Stl:Jh price ;:10Y81;Jents have occurred in al:r.:ost ever-:,.r year 
since 1930. T:le peak in SepteT1.ter l;61.~al1y is slishtly higher than in April 
a.'1d materially righer than in Janua.c~r. IDo lOYIS in }I~o"TeIl'.ber and December 
usually are slightly r,i~:rer than 'in June. Pricez of medium heavy hens t3no. 
to decline from Anril to June~ to level off fro:'ll Jul~T to SlSptembf>r~ to de­
cline again uncil l'10"':ren:;1er ar..d then to ir.creasc ff:irly s tef_dEy until April. 
Prices of light hens, including Leghorns anc~ Other light-wei~ht Lens, de-
cline steadily frolT' Arril to July, increase slightl~r i!', L:~r;ust ro:d SepteY:lber, 
decrease until :U-ecembcr and then increase l."..ntil April. Highest prices for 
heav'"Y hens usually are paid i...'1. Septellloor while for nediv!T.· heavy fl.l1d lizht 
her..s, hig;hest :?rices are paid in April. The seasonal veriation in :prices 
of light hens is ~lightly more pronounced than for medil.:: .... n heavy l:ens~ and 
for medium heavy hens it is i..'llUch more pronounced than for h'3avy her.s. 

f 
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FOWLS AND CHICKENS, LIVE: INDEX NUMBE,~S OF SEASONAL 
VARIATION OF WHOLESALE PRICES OF SEl.ECTED BREEDS 

AN D MARKET CLASSES. CH ICAGO 
PERCENT,--------------r-------------,--------------~------------~ 

120 

100 

80 

120 

100 

80 

60 

120 

100 

80 

HENS 

Medium hE'avy --:.., 

1-......""'" r 

BARRED AND WHITE PLYMOUTH ROCr< CHICKENS 

Light roasters --+--------------+----------. 

Broilers 

LEGHORNS. UNDER 1 YEAR 

r Ghick.ms 
~ 

~,---+--------------+---" ' --=-~------~ ~ ..... "",­...... 

APR. MAY JUNE JULY AUG. SEPT. OCT. NOV. DEC. JAN. FEB. MAR. APR. 
* INCLUDING LEGHORNS AND OTHER LIGHT WElGH1"S 

U. S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE NEG 39454 BUREAU OF AGRICULTURAL ECONOMICS 

FIGURE 3 



Indexes of seasonal variation, wholesale prioes oT speoified breeds and 
market olasses of fowls and ohiokens at Chtc8.~·o 

·---t---· --Fowls----:---·· -----.-- ... ------···--.. ·-----C1l:Cclce-n-s- --------------
: : : :~d and White"Pi~Tm.ourh-Rock7·-- -croyorscr -------: ----Leghorn----

Month:Heavy :Medium: Light :-Br 'I : ---:L-fgiit-:Heavy-':B '1: ---::;:"ig,lit-::l;e:;::::;;:Y-:Libht :Heav:r :Ch' , 
, -; Ol .~ rOl - lC c-: :heaVY:!t: :Fryers:roast-:roast-: :Fryers:roast-:roast-:broi1-:broi1-: . 

ers ers ens : : : : : : ers : ers: : : ersl : ers : ers : ers : - -----:- -... __ ... _ .. __ .. :;_._- ----;:::----:;-- ---/-- -.-----;; .. -.. -. -v-_·- -._..,/_ .. --- -7- ---1- -- .. -. --- -.---- -.-------:--.. --'-.-
April 107.8 119.0 124.9 119.9 116.1 128.2 127.6 125.3 122.1 130.5 116.7 120.7 
May 88.2 106.3 110.5 112.0 112.0 126.3 125.5 116.4 117.0 128.2 @]_.~ illc~ 116.2 
June 93.4 97.9 95.1 100.6 100.2 116.5 114.8 102.5 101.8 117.0 118.8 99.3 101.8 
July 85.9 97.7 94.5 91.5 91.2 105.0 103.2 91,1 ~0.1 103.0 105.5 94.5 91.0 
Aug. : lOl.S SS.7 96.2 80.2 86.8 96.7 94.5 89.2 83.7 S2.4 S6.1 96.0 89.0 
Sept. : ~ g8.6 96.2 93,8 85.6 88.4 86.5 90.0 84.3 83.4 87.0 81.3 
Oct. 102.1 57.0 88.1 93.1 80.3 78.7 93.8 7e.0 81.3 
Nov. 95.1 JO.5 85.0 96.7 78.3 75.5 95.6 73.5 82.0 
Dec. 94.7 83.1 84.9 91,2 84.5 81.5 90.ry 84.4 88.0 
Jan. 102.4 10G,~ 100.4 94,6 S3,4 82.0 S4.1 92.9 96.4 
Feb. ";7.6 108.8 105.7 101.7 101.4 102.'1 100.7: lliO.7 56.0 
:Mar. 101.4 115.2 118.4 111.7 108.1 117.5 llO.8 111.0 103.7 

. . 

107.1 
98.3 
94.1 
99 .. 5 

101.0 

_______________ ~_ ...... _____ _ • _____ ._ •• _ ....... ___________ • ____ .rA _ ...... _~ __ .... _. __ ~ .... _____ • __ • ________ ~ _ 

_ y Includes Leghorn and other light-weight fovds. 
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Prices of broilers have tended to decline from J~pril to August, to 
increase slightly from August through november, to decline in :;:)ecember and 
then to increase until April. With increased production of cormnercial broil­
ers in recent years, hovrever, the seasonal patterns for oroiler prices have 
changed somewhat. Prices of fryers decline from April to August, level off 
in September, and increase from }~ch to April. Prices frequently have not 
been quoted from October through February and no quotations have been avail­
able since July 1939. Prices of Barred and W'nite Plymouth Rock light and 
heavy roasters decline steadily from April to lJovember and increase from 
December to April. Prices for the se two series follow essentially the same 
seasonal pattern and have a more pronounced seasonal variation than do 
prices of broilers and fryers • 

Prices of Colored chickens follow essentially the s arne seasonal pat­
tern as do prices of Barred and White Plyraouth Rock chickens except in the 
case of heavy roasters. Prices of Colored heavy roasters reach a peak in 
May rather than in April and increase more slowly from January to April • 

Prices of heavy Leghorn broilers decline steadily from April to 
September. Prices of light Leghorn broilers decline from May to July and 
level off through August. Prices of Leghorn chickens decline from October 
to December and increase sli~htly through February. 

Price differentials between specified 
---Ciasses _~( you~ig- ch..~_~ns 

·The Sa..'I!1B [,eneral method of analysis was used in studying the price 
differentials between specified classes of young chickens as was described 
in the preceding article with reference to the differentials betll-\lGen hea-vy 
hens and spocified classes of young chickens. Average Qifferentials for 
recent years between the prices of the various l'1arlcet classes of the heavy 
breads of young chickens are shorm. in the fol.l01foring table. 

Average prica spreads per pound batvreon spocified market classes of 
li ve young chickens, Barred and 1'V'hi teo Plymouth 

Rock and Colored brc'eds, by months 

Item 
-- ~ .. - - . -_ .. - -~ -~------- . --- - .... ---- _ .. __ ... -- -_. 

Ct. Ct. ct. ct. ct. ct. ct. Ct. ct. ct. ct. Ct. 
Barred and v1fui to : -- -- -- --

Plymouth Rock .: 1.10 1.75 1.50 1.40 .70 -.25 1.00 

B
cclorded ·dl-Wh·· =t· • : ---.~.Q.- . __ ._8~ ___ ._5_<? ____ ._2_~_.::.~10 _.::.. .?~ . __________ . _____ - . -.- ------ ---
arre an ~ e: Light roasters minus broilers 
Plymouth Rock • :2.-20--3-.35 3-.1fb-T.IO--r;70-- -=.65-:'"2. 70-=3-:06·-.:~tfO-·--.20·;·fo···-.-60 

Colored •••••••• : 1.25 2.45 2.90 2.~0 .80 -1.00 -2.70 -2.90 -.90 0 .25 .30 
Barred and Whl te :-------------- Light roa-sters minus frY0rs .----------------

Plymouth Roale • :-T.I0 1~-60~ 2.10 1.70 i-;6o-=.40-·---· _-.._.- ---
colored •••••••• : 1.05 1.60 2.40 2.20 .90 -.50 
Barred and White :- ----- ---Heavy roasters-minus-light roaSters 

Plymouth Rock • :------.---.- . ------ ----;21r -:'-~20 0 

Colored •••••••• : .30 .30 .30 ._----- ---- ---_._- ---------



CHICKENS. LIVE BARRED PLYMOUTH R'OCK~DIFFERENCES IN 
WHOLESALE PRICES BETWEEN LIGHT ROASTERS AND B~OILER_S. 

AND HEAVY AND LIGHT ROASTERS. CHtCAGO.1930-41 

c~~~s r-----r--r-----,--------,I,----,I----rl--.I--.I--.-I-.--r---r-'-'---r~ 
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The nost strikint;; aspect o:f these di:ffcrontia.ls is the sir.ilerity o:f 
thejr seasonf_1 pa·~t"31'ns. E~.ci1 differ6n~ial shows t,'16 relation bchvcen the 
price :for a given "V.oif,:ht class and the price for a light~r vvcight class. 
The d:i.:f fGrential Paid for ths heavier birds a.pparontly varies in essentially 
the Sa1ll3 wa:' throu!;hout the year regardless 0;.'" ttlO absolute weights of the 
birds. E'Iorcoy,.:;r ~ fo:' the Plynouth ::1oc~;;: breeds the aY0ra:;e differential bc­
"b.~en fryers ~nd Jroilo1's is almost the sa.."!1.0 e.s the ayorar;c diffor(}!:.tial 
botween light r03.st3r~ ar_d fryers l tho :!atter' b0ing sEgh-tly hiGher. }-:O"I­

eyer, for Col.)rod chickens till) average difi'crontial botwc.:m :'...ight roar;t81-S 
ane. fryers :'5 0oneidoraoly largor' than betv;on,n i'rY'3l'S &nd br·::d1ors. 

The differential paid for th·:) h:)avier birds rener.os a Y..tl.Xi'1l1.U!: in lilly 
or Jum in all C'3.SCS, .;rRduallJ• dccljnos until a1-Jout :':oycmbor a...11d tLon i::1-
creasos un'::;il Mayor June. The price of -oroi;.or::; is hj shnr thfu""l tho :!,rico 
of libht; roasters frc% Sopte::::lhcr throu::;h De::}orr:bcr but in r.:.ost other c;:;.se3 
a higher price is paid for the' heavier birds • 

The seasonal veriation in tho di:ff.:rc:ntials for C010red young cl:icl:­
ens is assentially tho sa:ne as for PIJl'Jouth RC'ck. Eo-."JCvvr ~ tho dif:forontials 
themsolves are somovrhat s.:J.allor bet ... ·]c0J.1. fryers and broilers Dnd betv'vucn 
light ror.stcrs anti broilers b1..~t ali ~'htly- Ivr~or bctv,'C0n light roastors ar:d 
:fT"'-Jors aLd betrlOcr. h<.:a~' and light roastors. 

Figure 4 shCfl.vs monthly dif:formrcj.a.ls 'b,l'!;.lCe:1 li:-;ht roasters fu"1d broil­
ers and bet.roon heavy and liGht rcasters for Barred Plymouth Rocks from 1930 
to date. V{hile the differentials bet-.'J'3on lif;ht roasters u.nd br')iLrs folloTT 
tho SDJilO s08.S'J1'_al tr.-:mds in 1940 al1d 1941 as in oarlir)r yLars~ tho differ­
entials 'thm_:selvos aro ;;1Uch sL'1aller. The sa"lC is tru'1 f01~ CoJ 0red birds. 
The avo::-ag'1 dif'f:Jrontials sho.m in .I::;he abJve tablo h&7e boen based C1 the 
years 1936 to 1939 and honco aro higher tlln:t1 those for 1940-41. Trends 
have not boen evident w'ith respect tc My of the other differentials. 

Diffcro:-~tials bet-wo-:;n heavy and li::;ht ror.tstors have b\.·on availablo 
t'u'oughout tho y08X' cnly sinco 1840. Thin Vf.1.S too s1:ort a tine to rl..otermno 
average diffe~er:tiDls, and he::'lc0 th~;se n.r'J givc:'l c:11y for t~1e mor..ths Octoher 
through DoceITi!)i"Jr. Quotations have) oem aV').ilr.cblC' :tnr thoso months in e'lory 
yOnI' sinoe 1931. 

Whon tost':;d by ano.lysis of vario.::.ce l tho diffor(,Ylc0s Dot-rmen ID'Jnt!1s 
for t~o di i'i'crontials D0twocn light rOo.st01's end brcil Jrs and bcti7'Jon lisht 
roasters and fryers --lOre s::.gnificar:t fJr both broeds; for the differential 
betwoon i'ryors and broilers tho diffcr:):tlccs bot-:'rocn months lNore signif:5_cant 
for thc ColorGd birds but not for tho Plymouth Rock; und for tho differ­
ential bot-woen hoav--y c.nd li~ht rO:.:1.stc;rs th,:: a.if:f,-rcnco::; bet-."lOon months 'woro 
sibnific[UJ.t for tho Plymouth Rock but not for th::; Colored birds. 
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Difference:::; botween YOOl"S" vihor.. t0st,..:d by ona.1ysis of vnrin~1co, ,':r;re 
nOl1significaJ:.t for both breods for t:-:o difi'cr:mtial bct';?C,)l1 '!:rY:Jrs ru:d 
broilers" ...-.rorc sil'~r.ifica:nt for Plymouth Rock but not f,:)r Colored f,)r tho 
diff'.3rCl'ltial bntwocn lir;ht rc~t0rs and fryers, YlCr') s:i.r;~ificnl1t for C,:)lored 
but nat for Pl~lTilouth Ro~k for tho diff')re:.ltin.l bctVlOcn Leo:vy end libht 
roastors" and v.oro significnnt for both broods fnr tho differential boh,loon 
light rOG.stors and broilers. Eovrovor" 1".011.0 of the nnalysos that s~oTlcd 
signifi0nnt differences bcv.JOen Y0Ol"f; shoY'lCd ooncistont tronds" excopt in 
tho oaso .of the differontial botweon light rOu-stars end broilors discu8s<Jd 
above. 

R. J. Footo. 
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