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PRIOR TO 194] LIQUID EGG WAS PRODUCED PRIMARILY | N THE BPRING AND
EARLY SUMMER., FOLLOWING THE INAUGURATION OF THE LEND=LEASE PROGRAM
LAST YEAR, EGG DRYING FACILITIES IN THE UNITED STATES WERE EXPANDED
ABOUT 8IXFOLD, TO SUPPLY THE NEEDS FOR DRYING PLANTS DURING THE REMAIN=
DER OF THIS YEAR, AS MUCH A8 200 MILLION POUNDS OF LIQUID EGG MAY B E
OBTAINED FROM FROZEN AND SHELL EGGS NOW IN STORAGE. A CASE OF 8 H E LL
EGGS YIELDS ABOUT 37.D5 POUNDS OF LIQUID OR |0 POUNDS OF DRIED WHOLE EGG.



STATISTICAL SUMMARY

JUNE AVERAGE 1941 1942 PCYTEAR oF
ITEN UNIT " ppRIOD | AVERAGE MAY JUNE NAY JUNE  |EARLIER
Number of layers on farms . . . . . . . {Million 1931- 40 267 286 271 327 310 114
Number of eggs laid per hen . . . . . . [Number 1931- 40 14. 2 17.4 15.1 17.6 15. 2 101
Total farm production of eggs . . . . . [Mil. case | 1931-40 10. 56 13. 79 11, 36 16.02 13. 14 116
Stocks, eggs:
Privately owned, shell . . . . . . . |1,000 case|1931-40 | 7,719 4, 960 6, 100 6, 908 7,758 127
Privately owned, frosen . . . . . . . {1,000 case]1931-40 | 3, 363 3,788 4,372 5,785 7,251 166
USDA owned, shell . . . . . . . . . . [1,000 case .- -- 418 327 37 193 59
USDA owned, frozen . . . . . « . . . 1,000 case .- -- 0 391 184 132 34
Total « « v ¢« ¢« ¢« « + s o o o s 4 o« & | 1,000 case| 1931-40 (11, 175 9, 163 11, 190 12,914 15, 3% 137
Purchases, eggs, USDA:
Dried? . . . . 4 v o v o v v v ... |Mil Ib. -- -- 0.8 0.7 27.4 22,2 |3, 171
Shell, direet . « « + + ¢« v « + + . . |1,000 case -- -- 399 38 30 18 47
N Shell, blue stamp3 ., . . . . . . . . 1,000 case -- -- 179 194 172 96
Liquid egg production® . . . . . . . . . |Mil. Ib. -- -- 66, 2 57.9 135.7 133. 4 98
Dried egg production . . . . . .« . . . . |Mil. Ib. .- -- 2.9 2.9 21,0 219 104
Commercial hatchery operations:
Eggs Set . . . .+ o« « s s o s 4 . [Million -- -- 272 126 286 99 79
Chicks hatched . . . . « + « « . . . |Million -- -- 224 131 244 122 93
Receipts:
Poultry, dressed, four markets . . . |Mil. Ib. 1931-40 22.6 20. 1 27.3 29.0 310 114
Poultry, live, Chicago® . . .". . ., . |Car 1936- 40 418 393 394 363 401 102
Poultry, live, New York®> ., . . . . . (Car 1936- 40 705 538 546 546 101
Poultry, live, Midwest, per plant . . {1,000 Ib. [1932-40 14.6 12.3 13.5 10.8 19,7 146
Fowl, live, Midwest, per plant . . . |1,000 1b. [1932-40 10.8 9.0 8.0 7.8 13,9 174
Young stock, live, Midwest. per plent |1,000 Ib. |1932-40 2,9 .- 4,5 -- 4.4 98
Stocks, poultry:1
Broilers . . .+ & « « ¢ ¢« + o+ o+ o » . |Mil. Ib. 1936- 40 5.5 4.3 4,9 3.8 3.6 73
Fryers . o 4 « s o o o o v o o o« o o« |Mil. Ib. 1936- 40 2.6 4,3 3.6 2,7 21 58
Roasters . . . + + o+ « ¢ « « o o« « « |Mil, Ib. 1936- 40 6.7 14. 1 12. 0 8.7 5.1 42
Fowls . . . . .+ « v o v ¢ o o s o s o |Mil, Ib. 1936- 40 12, 1 14,9 13.8 14.8 18. 1 131
Turkeys . + ¢ ¢« « ¢ « o o o o s o o . (Mil. Ib, 1936- 40 20. 1 30.4 28,0 314 28.3 101
Ducks o « & ¢ o o o s 4 v e o 00 o . |Mil. Ib. 1936- 40 4,8 3.5 6.6 2.6 4,6 70
Miscellaneous and unclassified . . . [Mil. Ib. 1936- 40 12.8 15.9 16, 6 16.3 17.§ 105
Total poultry . . « « « + « « « « « o |Mil. Ib. 1936- 40 64,7 | 87.4 85.6 80.2 79.3 93
Prices.received by farmers:
Eggs, per dozen . + . . . . . + . . . |Cent 1931- 40 15.3 2.1 23, 2 26. 5 27. 4 118
Eggs, parity price per dogen . . . . |Cent 1931- 40 213 22,7 22. 4 26.8 25.8 115
Eggs, percentage of parity . . . . . |Percent 1931- 40 72 89 104 99 106 --
Chickens, per pound . . . . . . . . |Cent 1931- 40 13.8 16. 2 16, 3 18. 4 18.5 113
Chickens, parity price per pound . . |Cont 1931-40 14,6 4.8 15.0 17.3 17.3 118
Chickens, percentage of parity « . |Percent 1931-40 94 110 109 106 106 “-
Turkeys, perpound . . . . « + . . . |Cont 1936- 40 14,5 15. 4 15.4 19.1 18.6 121
Turkeys, parity price per pound$ ., . |Cent 1936- 40 18. 6 18. 7 19.0 21.9 219 115
All farm commodities, (1910-14 = 100) |Index mo. | 1931-40 91 112 118 152 151 128
Chickens and eggs, (1910-14 = 100). . |Index no. | 1931-40 85 107 118 134 137 116
Yholesale prices, Chicago:
Bggs, fresh firsts per dozen . . . . |Cent 1931- 40 16. 8 22,3 25.4 30.1 30.4 120
Live heavy hens per pound . . . . . . |Cent 1936- 40 16. 3 18.7 19,0 20.6 19,2 101
Live broilers, B. R., per pound . . ., |Cant 1936- 40 19.7 19.6 18. 8 25.7 25, 2 134
Live roasters, light, W. R., per pound |Cent - -- 19.3 18, 2 27.1 25.9 142
Live roasters, heavy, W. R., per pound |Cent .- .- 21.5 2.9 2.1 2.4 141
Cash farm income:
Total marketings . . . . . . . . . . |Mil. dol. | 1936-40 577 747 773 993 133
Poultry and eggs. . . . . . . . . . . (Mil. dol. |1936-40 66 83 86 136 164
Price ratios:
Chicago, Broiler, B. R,, - feed , . Lb. feed 1936- 40 15. 8 14.3 13.§ 14. 8 4.8 110
Chicago, Light Roasters, W. R., - feed Lb. feed 1936- 40 18. 8 14.1 13.0 15.6 15.3 118
Farm, egg-feed . . . . . . . . . . . [Lb. feed |1931-40 13. 8 15.6 17.5 158.7 16. 4 94
Farm, chicken-feed . . . . . . . . . [Lb. feed 1931- 40 12.5 12. 6 12,3 10.9 i1 90
Farm, turkey-feed . . . . . . . . . . |Lb. feed |1935-40 11, 8 11,9 1.6 1L 3 11,1 96
Feed cost per cwt., farm poultry ration |Dollar 1931- 40 .17 1.2 1,33 1. 69 1,67 126
Wholesale food prices (1935-39 = 100). . |Index no. |1931-40 91,2 100. 5 105. 1 125.0 125.8 100
Reteail food prices (1935-39 = 1002 Index no. |1931-40 96. 1 1021 105.9 121. 6 123. 2 101
Prices paid by farmers including ntereat
and taxes (1910-14 = 100) . . . . . ., |Index no. | 1931-40 128 130 132 152 152 118
Retail prices (BLS):
Roasters, dressed, per pound « s « » |Cent 1931- 40 30.5 33.9 33.8 36.1 106
Eggs, strictly fresh, per dozen . . . [Cent 1931- 40 28.5 33.3 36.9 40.9 123
Nonsgricultural employees’ compensation
(1924-29 = 100) . « + + o + « + + . . |Index no. |1931-40 84.8 126.7 130. 6 185. 2 122

lEnd of month. Frozen eggs converted to case equivalent,

Includes purchases for future delivery.

3Adjulted for wastage in distribution,

*Includes production by egg-drying plants as well as by strictly commercial egg-bresking plants.
sCar equivalent of receipts by freight, truck and express.

GPercentagu of parity for turkeys not shown because sales in May and June ususlly account for less than 5 percent
of annual sales.

F;guua for 1941 and 1942 are not strictly comparable; figures for poultry and eggs for 1942 are based on revised
production data and in¢lude broilers.

L}
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THE POULTRY AXND EBEGG SITUATION

Sumery |

Farm marketings of chickens are likely to .con’cimle larger than a
yvear ecarlier and will in;:rease considersbly until the usual_ seasonal peak
is reached in October or November, In recent weeks marketings of.fowl in
the Midwest have been much larger than last year, although sales of young
stock have been gbout the came, TFarmers may be taking édvantage of more
favorable chicken prices by feeding birds to heavier weights, Storage
stocks of poultry are about at the seasonal low, wlth stocks of fow]. the
largest on record for this dake and stocks of young chickens the smallest
since 1924,

The effects on prices of the larger markebtings of chickens this
year are likely %o be slishily more than offset by stronger consumer and
storage demand, Prices of some classes, particularly heavy roasters, may
be iittle different from a year carlier, however, during the period of peak
marketings, In mid~June the average price received by farmers for chickens
in the United States was 13 percent higher than a year earlier and vhole-
sale prices for both live and dressed birds have continued higher than
last 3re$r. Turkey pricesalso have contimued higher this ycar than last,

The demand for baby chicks for commercial broilers has strengthened
in response to the recent advance in prices of young chickens, On July 1,
advance orders for chicks in broiler areas were considerably larger than
on July 1 last year.

Ego producsion in June, as in the first half of the year, was 16 peEr-
cent larger than a year cearlier, Numbers of layers on farms declined from

May to June by about the same percentage as in 194L, even though marketings
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of fowl in June were heavy. The proportionate decline during the first
half of the year, however, was somevhat smaller than last years In June
the number of layers was 1l percent larger than a year earlier and zbout
1 lﬁercent more eg3s were produced per bird, The egg~food price ratio in
June was slightly less favorsble than last year but considerably mors
favorable than averages Yholessle prices of fresh firsts at Chicago in
mid-July were somcwhat higher than in mideJune and were about 23 percent
higher than a year ago.

e July 18, 1942

REVIEW OF RECENT DEVELOPMENTS

Janu"ryaJvne Bgg Prodicdion
-LJ Pere /.L-'t O-cr 2 .L{,w‘ ﬁ:‘mlier

The decline in numbers of lgyers in the United States from May to
June this ycar was about the same as in 1541, Tho 14,5 percent increase
over a yeor earlicr which existed in May was maintained into June, out
changes ir reglons were varied, In the Bast North Central ond Wesvern
States, numbers declined relative to a year esarliere In the West North
Central and South Atlantic States numbers increascd, In the North
Atlantic and South Central regions the ircreases over 1941 in June were
the some =5 in lay,

With a 1little over 1 percent more ezgs laid per bird, total June
egg production was necrly 16 percent larger than last year, similar to
increases over 1941 for the first 6 months of 1942, Increases in egg
production by rcgions over the outpubt in tho firss *6 months of 1941 were
as followss North Atlantic, & percent: East lcvih Central, 12 percenty

West North Contral, 2l percent; South Atlantic, 16 percenty South Central,

20 percents and Western, 9 percent.

Nearly 17 Million Cascs of Shell Bues Used
by Brepking ond Drying Diants ipn First Half of 1942

In June nbout 133,# nillion pounds of liquid eggs were produced by

commercial egg brecking and drying plemts in the United States. Of this
amount about 1,8 nillion pounds were used for immediate consumption and
52,8 nillion pounds were frozen, JFron the remainder, sbout 21,9 million
pounds of dried product, mostly whole eggs, were obtalned,

The rgpid growth of the egg breaking and drying industries in the
United States is portrayed in the chart on the cover pages In the first
half of this year about 630 million pounds of ligquid egg wore produced

by egg breaking eznd drying plants, Of this total quentity about 228 nmillion
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pounds were frozen and 286 million pounds were used for drying, 4 total
of 108 million pounds of driede~egg wers produced during that period, -In
the first half of 1941, 253 million pounds of liquid were obtained and
13 million pounds of dried-egg were produced,

Since a case of shell eggs yeilds gbout 37.5 pounds of ligquid prod-
uct, about 17 million cases of eggs probably were used by egg dreaking and
drying plants in the first half of 1942, 1In addition, considerable quantise
ties were used by firms which breek eggs for use in manufactured products,

- Such quentities aré not included in the regular ezg~breaking and egg-drying
figures. ) : : C

Department of Agriculiture Purchases

In late June it was announced that the Department of Agriculture
would continuc to receive offers for the sale of dried eggs after June 30
and until further notices On the first two purchase days in July (through
July 11) 6,7 million pounds of dried eggs were purchascd, ralsing the total
quantity deliverable during the last half of 1942 to abont 90 million pounds,
Purchases by the Department of Agriculiurc for lend~lease and by the Army
and Navy now take most of ths output of dried -eggs. :

It was also announced in late June that the Depeartment would continue
to purchase shell eggs in lots of 10 coses or more in the Stsotes of
West Virginia, Georgia, South Carolina ond Florida, Purchase programs for
shell eggs in all other States ended on June 30, New announcements will be
made when sdditional offers for the sale of shell oggs are desired.

Into-storage Movement of Frozen Bgegs in June
Larger z Year Earliers Shell Eggs Smaller

. The net into~storage movement of frozon eggs in June was by far the
Irgest on record and holdings on July 1 were 55 percent, or 2,6 million
cases, nore than on July 1 last year. The cguivalent of 1,9 million cases
was8 indicated to have been earenarked for drying labter in the year. .

Although the into~storage movement of shell egzs in June was the
snallest since 1932, total net accumlations up to July 1 were relatively
large and stocks on that date were 24 pcrcont, or about 1.5 nillion cases,
larger than on July 1 last yeare Of the 7,948,000 cases of chell oggs in
storage on July 1, about 3,265,000 cases were indicated to have becn eare
marked for drying, Holdings of shell oggs by the Department of Agriculture
increased gbout 150,000 cases during June bub were considerably smaller
than on July 1 of either of the 2 previous years. '

Eeg Prices Advenced ‘Sonewhat
From Mid~dune to Midduly -

Receipts of eggs at terninal msrkets .have been declining for several
weeks and egg prices have advanced somevhat, The price of fresh firsts in
carlots at Chicego in mid=July was 32-1/4 cents compared with 30-3/4% cents
a nonth earlier and about 26 cents a year earlier, FPrices received by
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farmers .for egds in: the central ,par‘b of the country continue high relative
to the average for.the entire country,  In mideJune prices in all regions
were well above the suppo;'t level of 89 percentﬁ of parity. ,

Fowl Ma:c-ket:r.ngs arger Than g Year: @
Rece:.;ets of Young: Stqck— Abou’c the Same

Although numbers of layers decreased in about the same proportion as
a year ago from May to June, receipts of fowl at Midwest primary markets in
June were materially larger,. In some recent weeks receipts of fowl at Mide
west primary markets have been the largest on reocord, ILarge numbers can be
marketed this summer with a less than seasonal decline in total numbers on
farms,

Degpite the large increase in numbers of young chickens raised this
year, especially early season chicks, receipts of young stocks at Midwest
primary markets have been little different from a year ago. Apparently
formers are responding to more favorable chicken prices by fecding their ‘
birds to heavier weights, thus delaying marketings somewhat, In the South,
marketings of young chickens begin rmch earlier than in other regions and
nunbers of young birds decreased sonewhat during June, as in all past years
of records In all other regions numbers increased during that month,

Storage Holdings of Poultry
About at Seasonal Low Point

Net withdrawals of frozen poultry this June were smaller than last,
largely because of the larger into~storage novement of fowl, Although
narketings of young chickens have been about as large as a year ago, net
withdrawals of these birds were about twice those of June last yeare Holdw
. ings of fowl on July 1 were the largest on record but stocks of young chicle
ens were sbout half as large as a year earlier ond the smallest since 192U,

Prices During Past Montht Fowl Prices Steady; :
Licht Chickens Advanced; Beavy Chickens Down ‘ T .

Despite the heavy narketings of fowl, wholesale prices of live hens
at Chicago advanced slightly fron nideJune to nid-July and werc ebout the
sone as in July last years. Prices of dressed fowl at New York were slightly
higher than in nide-July 1941,

Wholesale prices of light young chickens (lzve) at Chicago continued
much higher then a year-carlier, ZHeavy young chickens (% pounds and over)
at that market declined slightly but continucd.20 to 25 percent higher than
last year, Wholesale prices of ice-packed chickens at New York advanced
further during the past few weeks and are naterially higher than a year ago.
Prices of box~packed chickens were steady. At San Franciso prices of live
hens declined noderately but prices of Joung chlckens ad.vanced. fron early
June to thc first part of July, :
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Some Canned Poultry and Egg Products
Subject to Neximum Price Regulation

In late June the Office of Price Administration announced the interpre-
tation of the meaning of "eggs and poultry" which will be used in edminis-
tering General Maximum Price Regulation. It was stated that "the following
canned products are not deemed to be teggs and poultry', within the meaning
of the General Maximum Price Regulation, and accordingly, are subject to the
meximum prices established by the Regulation: canned dried egg products,
canned boned chicken, turkey, etc.; canned whole chicken, turkey, etc.; pot=
ted chicken, turkey, etce; chicken a la king; chicken bouillon cubes; chicken
and egg noodle; chicken passte or spread; chicken and noodle soup; chicken
soup; chicken broth soup; dried chicken broth; chicken gumbo soup, and country
style chicken soup." 1In sn ensuing stotement, canned dried egg products packed
for the United States Government, or any Agency thereof, were excluded from
those products subject to the Pegulation. All other forms of eggs and poultry
and products made in substantial part therefrom, are exempt from control under
the Regulation. It was pointed out in the 0.P.A« announcement that the exem-
tion of "eggs and poultry" from price control does not relate solely to "un-
processed ezgs and poultry" but also spplies to "processed eggs and slaughtered

"poultrym. It was stated further, however, that when processing or menufactur=
ing went as far as canning, the exemption would not applys

Cesh farm income from poultry used in cenning constitutes a relatively
small proportion of total annual cesh income from poultry. Prices received
by farmers for chickens, eggs, and turkeys are below the minimum levels at
which ceilings can be established under the Bmergency Price Control Act.

OUTLOOK

BACKGRCUND.~ On the averege the number of layers on farms

in the United States is reduced by about one-fourth from
January ths seasonal highepoint, to August the seasonal low=
pointe This reduction results from culling of layers and from
death losses. Variations from the average reductions -are
determined to a considerable ex*tent by the relative favorable-
ness of the reletionship between egg prices and feed prices.
This relationship has been favorable to producers since April
of 1941 and farmers have culled flocks relatively lightly.
Since January, numbers on farms have dsclined proportionately
less than a year earlier, and the net reduction from January
to August this year mey be about. one-fifths Heavy sales of
hens are made after August but the number of layers increases
as pullets are added.

Egg Production Likely to Continue
Much Larger Then a Year Farlier

Aithough the rate of increase in egg output may not continue at the
same rate as in the first half of 1942, production will continue consider=~
ably lerger than a yeer earliers In coming months the increase over 1941
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will be due almost entirely to the larger number of layers, since the egg-
feed price relationship may continue a little less favorable. In the last
two or three months of the year, weather will be an important factor influ-
encing the rate of lay. Unusually mild weather prevailed all last fall and
. winter. The increase in numbers of layers after August this year may not
be as abrupt as in 1941, since the increase in chickens rasised will not be
.as large as last year,

The increased egg production in prospect will be sufficient to permit
some increase in domestic consumption, even while supplying large quantities
of driedeggs for lend=lease shipment. Egg prices, however, are likely to
continue higher because of the much stronger consumer demend this year than
last.

Farm Marketings of Chickens to Increase;
Demand for Commercial Broiler Chicks has Strengthened

Marketings of young stock will continue to increase seasonally for .
the next three or four months, and during much of this period market receipts
probably will be:larger than a year earlier. Marketings of fowl probably will
also continue heavier and will be in heaviest volume in October and November.
Supplies of chickens for consumption this fall end winter will be by far, the
largest on record, since the large farm output will be supplemented by a rec-
ord output of commercial broilers. The course of production of these birds in
coming months is indicated by the relative volume of advance orders for baby
chicks as of July l« On that date, chenges in advance orders, by regions,
from a year earlier were as follows: New England, 25 percent; Middle Atlentic,
10 percent; South Atlantic, 28 percent; East North Central,-17 percent; West
North Central,=-21 percent; South Central,-38 percent; Mountain, =30 percent)
and Pacific Coast States, § percent. Chicks produced by commercial hatcheries
in the last half of the year are used largely for producing commereiel broilers.

The effects on prices of the larger supplies of chicken are likely to
be more then offset by the stronger consumer and storage demand. Prices of
chicken in recent months have been low relative to prices of important cuts
of other meats.

North Atlentic States

During the first half of 1942 the number of layers on farms in the
North Atlantic States declined about the same proportionately as a year earlier.
Numbers on farms were 7.6 percent larger this June than last. The average rate
of lay per bird in this region, however, was only slightly higher than a year
8go. Bgg prices in mid-June were sbout 4 cents higher this year than last, but
feed prices also were higher, and the egg-feed price ratio was a little less
favorable, although more favorable than average.

Begs from the North Atlantie States continue to constitute a larger than
usual proportion of receipts in Eastern markets. At Boston, for example, total
receipts in June were about as large as in June last year, but the quantity
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originating in nearby areas wes sbout twice as great, and the voluma from
the North Central States was reduced by half. The general pattern of these
relationships is likely to continue sinee production in this area will con=-
tinue large and egg drying operations are concentrated largely in surplus
producing areas. The indirect effects of purchase progrems for dried eggs
in other areas, of course, will continue to te a price supporting factor in
the Northeast.

The number of chicks hatched in this area during June was 16 percent
larger than e year ago, but advence orders on July 1, reflecting the im-

proved demand for broiler chicks, were considerebly iarger than lest yeeor.

North Central States

The decline in numbers of layers in the ¥idwest was less during the
first half of this year than last, end considerably less then sverage. Egg
prices in the Nortb Central States have been surn~rted directly by the dried
egg program, feed supplies have been large, and ths egg-feed price ratic has
been relatively more favorabls than the everage for the entire countrys The
relatively favorable price situation hras encouraged continued high retes of
lay, as well as lighter culling, and egg production in this area continues
to show larger increases over a year earlier than in other areas.

The number of chicks hatched in this area was 13 percent smaller this
June than last, but total numbers raised on farms this year will be materi-
elly larger then in 1941. During the first half of this year 12 percent
more chicks were hatched than a year earlier and on July 1, the average num-
ber of young birds per ferm flock in the North Central States was about 7
percent largere.

South Atlantic States

From January to June in the South Atlantic States, numbers of leayers
declined considerably less this year than last. Although egg prices were
reletivsly low in some localities in the heaviest season of production, the
egg-feed ratio in general, was almost ags fevorable for egg production as
last vears The rate of lay in (une was slightly higher than in June 194l.
In recent weeks egg prices in this area have advarced along with prices in
other regions. Relatively few eggs have besn purchased by the Department of
Agriculture under the smoli-lict purchase program as extended through August
for the States of Virginia, West Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina,
Georgla, Arkensas, snd Florida.

During the first half of this yesar about 10 percent more chicks were
produced in the South Atlantic States than in the corresponding € months of
1941. On July 1, the average rumber ~f younp shickuns in farm flocks was 6
Percent larger than on July 1 last year. TDroiler production has bsen increas-
ing corsiderably in this area in recent yesrs, and a further material increase
epparently will teke place in coming months. As on July 1, orders for baby
chicks for future delivery were 28 percent larger thsn on July 1, 1941.
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South Central States

During the January~-June period this year, numbers of layers on farms
in the South Central States declined less then a year earlier, end consider-
ebly less than average. In June, 20 percent more layers were on farms than
in June 1941, whereas in January the increase was only about 15 percent. '—”‘
The average rate of lay per bird was sbout the seme as in June last years. )

The South Central region is the only group of States for which the

average number of young chickens per flock declined from June 1 to July 1.

This is a usval occurence for this region, since the average hatching date

is earlier, end birds are marketed at somewhat lighter weights than in most
other states. The decline during June this year was smaller than usual and

on July 1, the average number of birds per flock was 13 percent larger than

a year ago--the largest increase shown for any region. Aidvance orders for
baby chicks in this area on July 1 were 38 percent smaller than a yeer earlier.

Western States

Numbers of layers usuelly decline less in the Western States during
the first half of the year than in any other region. The decline in the
period January-June this yeer wes even less than in 194l 1In June, 9 percent
more layers were on farms than in June last year, whereas in Januery the ine-
crease was only 6 percent. This is the only region in which the egg~feed
ratio in June was more favorable than a year earliers. Supplies of oats and
barley in these states are likely to be much larger this year then last,
and the reduction in supplies of copra cake and meal and fish meal will be
made up in pert, at least, by shipment of soybeans to the West for crushing.
Egg prices in this area are likely to continue favorable even though ship-
ments to Eastern markets may not be ss large as in some recent years.

A strong demand for broiler chicks apparently has developed in response
to the advance in prices of chickens in Pacific Coast markets. On July 1,
advance orders for baby chicks in this area were 5 percent larger thean last .
year.

FEED SUPFLIES AND FRICES

Although production of the four principal feed grains this year will
be almost as large as the near record output of 1941, supplies per animal
unit in 1942-43 may be 10 percent smaller than in 1941-42. Numbers of live-
stock, especially hogs, have increased considerablye Disappeaance of all
feed grains is expected to continue heavy in 1942-43 and the corn carry-over
~October 1, i943 probably will be near or below the 1528-37 average of 185
million bushels. .

LN

) Prices of most by=-product feeds have advanced during the past month,

‘WTbh-thg‘greatest advance in prices of soybean meals Prices of wheat mill
feeds are sumewhat below the maximum prices recently established by the Office
of Price Administration, but are considerably higher then they were in July,
1941. The average price paid by farmers for laying mash in the United States
in mid-June was $2.88, an increase of 26 percent over July last years.
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