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U. S. DIPARTMENT OF A;RICULT~RE Nil. UUI IUIlIAU 0' AlIlICULTUIlAL ICONOMIC. 

PRIOR TO 1941 LIQUID EGG WAS PRODUCED PRIMARILV I N THE SPRING AND 
EAR L V SUMMER. FOLLOWING THE INAUGURATION OF THE LEND-LEASE PROGRAM 
LAST VEAR, EGG DRVING FACILITIES IN THE UNITED STATES WERE EXPANDED 
ABOUT SIXFOLD. To SUPPLY THE NEEDS FOR DRVING PLANTS DURING THE REMAIN
DER OF THIS YEAR, AS MUCH AS 200 MILLION POUNDS OF LIQUID EGG MAY B E 
OBTAINED FROM FROZEN AND SHELL EGGS NOW IN STORAGE. A CASE OF SHE LL 
EGGS VIELDS ABOUT 37.5 POUNDS OF LIQUID OR 10 POUNDS OF DRIED WHOLE EGQ. 



STATISTICAL SUMMARY 

JUNE AVERAGE 1941 1942 PCT. OF 
r-~--~~--~------r------+----~~----~ ~ ITEM UNIT 

PERIOD AVERAGE MAY JUNE MAY ]UN! EARLIER 

Number of layerl on farms 
Number of elll laid per hen • 
Total farm production of ells 
Stocks, ell": 1 

Privately owned, Ihell 
Privately owned, frosen 
USDA owned, Ihell 

Million 
Numbar 
Mil. caae 

1,000 Ca ... 
1,000 c ... . 
1. 000 c ... e 
1.000 c ... . 

1931·40 
1931·40 
1931-40 

1931·40 
1931·40 

261 
14.2 
10.56 

1,119 
3,363 

USDA owned, frozen 
Total 1.000 c ... . 1931· 40 11, 115 

Purchales, ell., ~ 
Dried 2 

Shell, direct ••• 
. Shell, blue Itamp3 
Liquid ell production4 
Dried ell production. 
COmmercial hatchery operationl: 

Eel. set 
Chicks hatched 

Receipt.: 
Poultry, dres.ed, four markets 
Poultry, live, ChicaloS •.. '. 
Poultry, live, New YorkS 
Poultry, .live, Midwest, per plant 
Fowl, live, Midwest, per plant 
Younl .tock, live, Midweat. per plant 

Stocks, poultry: 1 
Broilers 
Fryer. 
Roa.ter. 
Fowh. 
Turkeyo • 
Duck. , , • , • , •••••• 
Miscellaneous and unclaslified 
Total poultry. 

Prices.received by farmer.: 
Eal., per dozen •••••• 
Eels, parity price per dosen 
Eels, percentale of parity • 
Chickens, per pound •••••• 
Chickens, parity price per pound 
Chicken., percent ale of parity 
Turkeys, per pound •••••• 
TurkeYI, parity price per pound 6 
All farm commodities, (1910· 14 = 100) 
Chickens and eUI, (1910. 14 = 100). • 

Whole,ale prices, ChicBlO: 
Eels, fresh firsts per dozen 
Live heavy hens per pound • 
Live broiler., B. R., per pound. 
Live roasters, lilht, W. R., per pound 
Live roasters, heavy, W, R., per pound 

Cash farm incoma: 7 
Total marketinls 
Poultry and ell •• 

Price ratio.: 
Chicalo, Broiler, B. R., . feed 
Chicalo, Lilht Roaotere, W. R., • feed 
Farm, ell· feed • 
Farm, chicken· feed 
Farm, turkey. feed • • • • • • 

Feed cost per cwt., farm poul*ry rstion 
Wholelale food prices (1935. 39 = 100). • 
Retail food pricel (1935.39 = 100) • •• 
Prices paid by farmers includinl interest 

and tax .. (1910· 14 = 100) • 
Retail prices (IlLS): 

Roasters, dresled, per pound 
Eels, strictly frelh, per dozeR • 

NonBlricultural employeel' compens.tion 
(1924- 29 = 100) • 

Mil. lb. 
1. 000 c ... e 
1.000 c ... e 
Mil. lb. 
Mil. lb. 

Million 
Million 

Mil. lb. 
Car 
Car 
1.000 lb. 
1. 000 lb. 
1.000 lb. 

Mil. lb. 
Mil. lb. 
Mil. lb. 
Mil. lb. 
Mil. lb. 
Mil. lb. 
Mil. lb. 
Mil. lb. 

Cent 
C.nt 
Percent 
C.nt 
C.nt 
Perc.nt 
C.nt 
Cent 
Index no. 
Ind.x no. 

Cent 
Cent 
C.nt 
('ent 
C.nt 

Mil. dol. 
Mil. dol. 

Lb. f •• d 
Lb. fe.d 
Lb. fe.d 
Lb. f •• d 
Lb. f •• d 
Dollar 
Index no. 
Index no. 

Index no. 

Cent 
Cent 

Ind.x no. 

1931· 40 
1936· 40 
1936· 40 
1932- 40 
1932· 40 
1932- 40 

1936·40 
1936-40 
1936·40 
1936· 40 
1936- 40 
1936·40 
1936-40 
1936·40 

1931· 40 
1931·40 
1931·40 
1931· 40 
1931· 40 
1931· 40 
1936- 40 
1936·40 
1931· 40 
1931· 40 

1931· 40 
1936· 40 
1936· 40 

1936- 40 
1936- 40 

1936· 40 
1936·40 
1931·40 
1931· 40 
1936- 40 
1931·40 
1931·40 
1931· 40 

1931· 40 

1931·40 
1931· 40 

1931· 40 

lEnd of month. Frozen ellS converted to case eqUivalent. 
2Includes purcha.es for future deiivery. 
3AdJulted for w.ltale in distribution. 

22. tI 
418 
105 

14.6 
10.8 

2.9 

5.5 
2. tI 
6.7 

12.1 
20.1 
4.8 

12.8 
64.1 

15.3 
21.3 
12 
13.8 
14.6 
94 
14.5 
18.6 
91 
85 

16.8 
16.3 
19.7 

571 
66 

15.8 
18.8 
13.5 
12.5 
11.8 

1. 11 
91.2 
96.1 

128 

30.5 
28.5 

84.8 

286 
17.4 
13.19 

4,960 
3,188 

415 
o 

t, 163 

0.8 
399 
119 
66.2 

2.9 

212 
224 

29.1 
393 
538 

12.3 
9.0 

4.3 
4.3 

14.1 
14.9 
30.4 
3.5 

15.9 
81.4 

~.1 
22.1 
89 
16.2 
14.8 

110 
lS.4 
18.1 

112 
107 

22.3 
18.1 
19.6 
19.3 
21.5 

147 
83 

14.3 
14.1 
lS.6 
12.6 
11.9 
1.29 

100.5 
102. 1 

130 

33.9 
33.3 

126.1 

211 
lS.l 
11.36 

6,100 
4,372 

321 
391 

11,190 

0.1 
38 

194 
57.9 

2.9 

126 
131 

21.3 
394 
546 

13.5 
8.0 
4.5 

4.9 
3.6 

12.0 
13.8 
28.0 
6.6 

16.6 
85.6 

23.2 
22.4 

104 
16.3 
lS.O 

109 
15.4 
19.0 

118 
118 

25.4 
19.0 
18.8 
18.2 
20.9 

773 
86 

13.5 
13.0 
11.5 
12.3 
11.6 

1.33 
105.1 
105.9 

132 

33.8 
36.9 

130.6 

327 
11.6 
16.02 

6,908 
5,185 

31 
184 

12,914 

21.4 
30 

112 
135.7 
21.0 

286 
244 

29.0 
363 
546 

10.8 
7.8 

3.8 
2.1 
8.1 

14.8 
31.4 

2.6 
16.3 
80.2 

26.5 
26.8 
99 
18.4 
11.3 

106 
19.1 
21.9 

lS2 
134 

30.1 
20.6 
25.1 
21.1 
29.1 

993 
136 

14.8 
15.6 
15.7 
10.9 
11. 3 

1.69 
125.0 
121.6 

152 

36.1 
40.9 

155.2 

4Includea production by ell·dryinl pI ant I as well aa by atrictly commercial ell·bre.kinl plants. 
SCar equiv.lent of receiptl by freilht, truck and expreas. 

310 
lS.2 
13.14 

1,155 
7,251 

193 
132 

15,330 

22. 2 
18 

133.4 
21. 9 

99 
122 

31.0 
401 

19.1 
13.9 
4.4 

3.6 
2.1 
5.1 

18.1 
21.3 
4.6 

17.5 
19.3 

21.4 
25.8 

106 
18.5 
11.3 

106 
18.6 
21.9 

lSI 
131 

30.4 
19.2 
25.2 
25.9 
29.4 

14.8 
lS.3 
16.4 
11. 1 
11.1 

1.61 
125.5 
123.2 

152 

114 
101 
116 

121 
166 
59 
34 

137 

3,171 
47 
96 
98 

104 

79 
93 

114 
102 
101 
146 
174 
98 

73 
58 
42 

131 
101 
70 

105 
93 

118 
115 

113 
115 

121 
115 
128 
116 

120 
101 
134 
142 
141 

133 
164 

110 
118 
94 
90 
96 

126 
100 
101 

115 

106 
123 

122 

6percentBlea of p.rity for turkeys not shown bec.ule aalea in May .nd Jun. uau.lly account for Ie .. thM 5 percent 
of .nnual lalea. 

7Ficurel for 1941 and 1942 are not strictly comparable; filures for poultry .nd ella for 1942 .re b.aed on reviaed 
production data and include broilers. 

• 



~ REP 0 U L TRY AND E, G G SIT U A· T ION 

----~-------------------------~-------------------

Farm marketings of chickens are likely to continue larger than a 

year earlier alld ... lill increase considerably until the usual seasonal peak 

is reached in October or Novembero In recent weeks marketings of fowl in 

the Midwest have been m1.1 .. ch larger than last year, althongh sales of young 

stock have been about the oame. Farmers m~ be taking c.dvantage of more 

favorable chicken prices by feeding birds to heavier weights. Storage 

• stockE". of poultry are about at the seaso.naJ. low. with stocks of fowl the 

largest on record for this date and stocks of YOurlg chickens the smallest 

since 1924. 

The effects on pricos of the larger marketings of chickens this 

year are likely to be slightly more than offset by stronger con~er and 

storage deoand. Prices of some classes, particul~ly heavy roasters, m~ 

be lit.tle different from a year earlier, however, durine the period of peak 

markotings. In mid-June the average price received. by farmers for chickens 

in t218 U:'J.ited States was 13 percent higher than a year earlier and. "fuole-

sale p~ices for both live and dressed birds have continued higher than 

last year. Turk'3Y prices also have continued higher this year than last. 

Tho d.emru-ld for baby chicks for commercial broilers has strengthened. 

in reoponce to the recent advance in prices of young .chickens. On July 1, 

advance orders for chicks in broiler areas ",ere considerably larger than 

on July 1 last year. 

Ebb produc~ion in June. as in the first half of the year. was 16 per-

cont larger than a year earlier. Numbers of layers on farms declined from 

May to June by about the same percentage as in 1941, even though marketings 
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of f01,.,l 'in June were heavy. The proporM onate decline during the first 

half of the year. however, was som6\'Jhat smn.ller than last year. In June 

the number of layers waS 14 percent lv.rger than a. year earlier and about 

1 percent more cg.!s were produced. per bird. The ('..g@-focd. price ratio in 

June WaS slightly less favorable than le£t year but co~siderably more 

favorable than average. llholeGP~o :prices of fresh firsts at Chicago in 

mid ... July were somev/hat higher than in mid,..J'une Dnd wore about 23 percent 

higber the.ll a year ago. 

-- July lB., 1942 

RE.vIEW OF lUilCENT DEVELOPMEUTS 

The decline in numbers of leyers in the United Sta.tes from May to 
June this year waS about the same as in 1941. Tho 11.j.p5 perC6:1t inc:'e.o.se 
over a yOr'T earlicr vit',::'ch existed in ~.fB;l1' waS maintained into -d'l'.nej) ·01:' .. t 
changes in regions were varied~ In the East North Central ~d Wes~ern 
States, numbers declined reln.tive to a year earlier. In the ,rest North 
Cen tral and South Atlantic States numbers increased. In the North 
Atlan-l;ic and. South OentraJ. regions the ir.croases over 1941 in JU:1e were 
the sume v,s in l€ay. 

With a little over 1 percent more eggs laid per bird, total June 

• 

egg production ~la.S ne~ly 16 percent larger than last yeBl'~ similar to 
increfl,ses O"'ler 1941 for the first 6 nonths of 1942. Increases b egg e 
production by regions over the output in th0 first 6 mo~ths of 1941 were 
as follows: 1!orth Atlantic, 8 percent; Ea3t lk'("h Central, 12 percent; 
West North Contral, 24percent; South Atla.~tic, 16 percent; South Oentral, 
20 percent; 'nnd Western, 9 percent. 

In June ~bout l33~4 million pounds of li~id eggs were producod by 
commercial eeg brccki~g 3nd ~'ing plants in the United States. Of this 
amount about l.g nillion pounds were used for iomediate consunption and 
520 8 nillion pounds were frozen. Fron the renainder, about 21.9 nillion 
pounds of dried product, nostly whole eggs. were obtained. 

The rapid growth of the egg breaking a..'1d drying industries in the 
United States is port:-ayed in the chart on the cover page. In the first 
half of this year about 630 Dillion pounds of liquid egg were produced 
by egg breaking 2nd drying plants. Of this total quvntity about 228 Dillion 



• 

• 

pounds were frozen and 2156 million pounc1s were used for drying. A total 
of 1015 million pounds of cit"ieo....egg ''lere produced during that period. ,In 
the first half of 1941, 253 'million pO'~ds of li~id were obtained'and' 
13 million p~Ulds of dried-egg were prOduced. 

, , ,-
Since a case of shell eggs yeil~se~~lt 37.5 pounds of liquid,prod

uct, about 17 million cases of eggs probablY were used by egg breaking and 
drying pla..'I1ts in the first half of 1942. In e.ddition, considerable q,uanti
ties were used 'by firms' which breek eggs for use in manufactured products. 

, Slich quantities are not included in the regulcr egg-breaking and ege-drying 
figures. 

Dgp,artm.811t sJf AQ;i 2W: t1~ J?urph§i.ses 

In latoJ1.1ne jt was a..'1nouncedthat the 'Department of .Agriculture 
would continuo to receive offers for the sale of dried eggs aft8r June 30 
and until fu~ther notice. ~1 the first'two purchase days in July (through 
July 11) 6.7 million pounds of dried eggs' were purchased, raiSing the total 
quantity deliverable duri:lg the last heJ.f of19

'
-l-2, to about' 90 million pounds. 

Purchases by the Department of Agriculture for lena,...leaso a.."1d by the .A:r:my 
and Ihvy no", take most of thG outP'.lt OI' dried' eggs. 

It was also anno1.1."1cod in late Jurie that the DepE~tment would continuo 
to purchase shell eggs in lots of 10 cnsea or more in the Sk~tes of 
West Virginia, GeorGia, So~th Carolina and Floridao Purchase programs for 
shell eggs in all other States ended on June 300 New &h~mu~ce~onts will be 
made when cjiditional offers for the sale of shell oees a;ce desired. 

The net into-storage movement of fro zon eggs in J1J..L"18 was by f.er the 
1rgest on record and holdings on July 1 were 55 percent, or 2.6 million 
cases, nore th8n on July 1 1p.E;1; year. Thooql'..ivnlont .of 1.9 nillion cases 
,ms indicated to have been 'ear-narked ;for drying later. -1;:],. the year •. 

Although the into-storage movement of shell eg~s in June \lTaS the 
snal1est since 1932, total net accur,mlations up to July 1 were relatively' 
large and stocks on" that date "lere 2t~ percent, or about 1.5 nillion cases, 
larger than on July 1 last year. Of tho 7,94S,00o Cases of chell oggs in 
storage on Jul~T 1, about 3,265,000 cases "rere ind.icated to have beon ear
marked for dryingo Holdings of shell oggs by the DeptlXt!:lont of .Agriculture 
increased about 150,000 cases (turing June but were considerably snaller 
than on July 1 of either of the 2 previous yoars. 

~ giees ,AdVE11lced :S.onc'lrThat 
!t£m. Mia,.;J~ !£. !~.ia....Jul;Z 

Receipts of eggs at terninal ni:.rkets .have been declining for eover81 
weeks and egg prices have advanced sone1::hat. Tho price of fresh firsts in 
car10ts at Chicago in mi~uly waS 32-1/4 cents conp2xed ~rlth 30-3/4 cents 
a nonth earlier and about 26 cents a year e8.rlier. Prices received by 
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farmers ,far e'ggs':in: 'the ,oe~tral_p,qrt of the country pontinue ;high relative 
to the ,average for, the",e~,t1:re Qounti-y., "In' inidM1un~ :prices iIi' a:ll' regions 
were well above the SU:pp.~~('iev:e'f ~:f 85' percont~ of parity. . . .. ' ;';' '. . . 

!2J:r1 Marketings ~e.r. ~-~ Y~ar':~; , 
Receipts ~ Young; :~,.A.bout tae ~ 

.1. " 

Although numbers of layers decreased in about the same proportion as 
a year ago from M~ to June; r:,receipts of fowl at Midwes't primary markets in 
June were materially- larger~_' ~n some recent weeks receipts of fowl at Mi~ 
west primary markets have been' the largest on reoo1..a.. Large numbers can be 
marketed this summer with a less than seasonal decline in total n'W'Jlbers on 
farms. 

De~ite the large increase in numbers of young chickens raised this 
year, especially early season chicks, receipts of young stocks at Midwest 
:primary ma:rkets have been little different from a year ago. Apparently 
farmers are responding to more favorable chicken prices by feeding their • 
b~rds to heavier weights, thus delaying marketings somewhat. In the South, 
marketings of young chickens begin LIUch earlier thnn in other regions and 
numbers of young birds dee-reased sor.1ewhat during June, as in 011 past years 
of record., In all other regions numbers increased during that month. 

Storage !9.ldings .9! Paul trz 
About ~ Seasonal. ~ Point 

. , 

Net withdrawals of frozen poultry this June were smaller th8l1 last, 
largely because of the larger into-storage novement of fowl. Although 
narketings of young chickens have been about as large as a year ago, net 
withdrawals of these birds were about twice those of June last yeor. Hold.-

, .. ings of fowl on July 1 were the largest on record but stocks of young chic~ 
ens were about half as large as a year earlier and the snallest since 1924. 

Price~ During p'ast Month: ~ Prices Steady,i 
Light Ohickens Ad:vcmced; Haani' Ohickens ~ 

De~ite the heavy marketings of fowl, Wholesale prices of live hens 
at Ohicago advanced slightly froLl nia,..J'une to mid-1uly and were about' the 
sane as in July last ,year. Prices of dressed fowl at New York were slightly 
higher than in mi&-~uly 1941. 

Wholesale prices of light young chickens (live) at Ohicago continued 
nuch higher than a year'earlier. Heavy young chickens '(4 pounds and over) 
at that market declined slightly but continuo4_ 20 'to 25 percont higher than 
last year o Wholesale prices of ice-packed chickens at New York advanced 
further during the past few weeks and are materially higher than a year ago. 
Prices of box-packed Chickens were steady. ' At Soo, FrancisQ p.rices of live 
hens declined uodera.tcly but prices of young. chickens advanced :from early 
Juno to tho firat part of July. ' ,- . ' 

,~, ). 

• 
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In late June the Offioe of Price Administration announced the interpre
tation of the meaning of "eggs and poultry" 'which will be used in a'dminis
tering General Jvfaximum Price Regulation. It was stated that "the followine; 
canned products are not deemed to be 'eggs and poultry'. vdthin the meaning 
of the General ~~xirr,um Price Regulation, and accordingly, are subject to the 
maximum prices established by the Regulati.on: canned dried egg products, 
canned boned chick~n~ turkey, etc.; canned whole chicken, turkey, etc.; pot
ted chicken, turkeJr

, e+'c.; chicken a la king; chicken bouillon cubes; chicken 
and egg noodle; chlcken paste or spread; chicken and noodle soup; chicken 
soup; chicken broth soup; dried chicken broth; chicken gumbo soup, and country 
style chicken s ou.p." In an ensuing sto.tement J canned dried egg products packed 
for the United states Government, or any Agency thereof, were excluded from 
those products sub,j ect to the P.egulation. All other forms of eggs and poultry 
and pr oducts made in substantia.l part therefrom, are exempt from control under 
the Regulation. It was pointed out in the a.p.A. announcement that the exem
tion of "eggs and poultryn from price control does not relate solely to "un
processed eggs and poultrytt but also f1pplies to "processed eggs and slaughtered 

. poultryu. It was stated further, however, that when processing or menufactur
ing went as far as canning, the .exemption would not, apply. 

Cash farm income from poultry used. in canning constitutes a re.1atively 
small proportion of total annual cesh income from poultry. Prices'receivea 
by farmers ,for chickens. eggs, and turkeys are below the minimum levels at 
which ceilings can be established under the Emergency Price Control Act. 

OU.TLOOK 

BACKGROUND.- On the average the number, of layers on farms 
in the' United states is reduced by about one-fourth from 
January the seasonal high-point, to August the seasonal low
point. This reduction results from culling of layers and from 
death' losses. Variations from the average reductions 'are 
determined to a considerable ex+;ent by the relative favorable
ness of the relationship between egg prices and feed prices. 
This relationship has been favorable to producers since April 
of 1941 and farmers have culled flocks relatively lightly. 
Since January. numbers on farms have declined proportionately 
less than a year earlier, and the net reduction from January 
to August thi s year may be about. one-fifth. Heavy sales of 
hens are made after August but the number of layers increases 
as pullets are added. 

Egg P~oduction Likely to Continue 
Much Larger Than a Year Earlier - -----~---

Although the rate of increase in egg output may r.ot continue at the 
same rate as in the first half of 1942, production will continue consider
ably larger than a year earlier. In corr..ing months the increase over 1941 
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will be due almost entirely to the larger number of layer~~ since the egg
feed price relationship may continue a little less favorable. In the last 
two or three months of the year, weather will be an important factor influ
encing the rate of lay. Unusually mild weather prevailed all last fall and 
winter. The increase in numbers of layers after August this year may not 
be as abrupt as in 1941, since the increase in chickens rasised will not be 

. as large as last year. 

The increased egg production in prospect will be sufficient to permit 
some increase in domestic consumption l even while supplying large quantities 
of dried eggs for 18~'ld-lease shipment. Egg prices, however ~ are likely to 
continue higher because of the much stronger consumer demand this year than 
last. 

Farm Marketings of Chickens to Increase; 
--nemand for Commercial Broiler chicks has strengthened 

• Marketings of young stock will continue to increase seasonally for 
the next three or four months, and during much of this period market receipts 
probably will be -larger than a year earlier. Marketings of fowl probably will 
also continue heavier and will be in heaviest volume in October and November. 
Supplies of chickens for consumption this fall and winter will be by far, the 
largest on record, since the large farm output will be supplemented by a rec
ord output of commercial broilers. The course of production of these birds in 
coming months is indicated by the relative voltune of advance orders for baby 
chicks as of July 1. On that date, changes in advance 'orders, by regions, 
from a year earlier were as follows: New England, 25 percent; Middle Atlantic~ 
10 percent; South Atlantic, 28 percent; East North Central,-17 percent; west 
North Central,-21 percent; South Central,-38 percent; Mountain, -30 percent, 
and Pacific Coast States, 5 percent. Chicks produced by commercial hatcheries 
in the last half of the year are used largely for producing commercial broilers. 

The effects on prices of the larger supplies of chicken are likely to 
be more than offset by the stronger consumer and storage demand. Prices of 4It 
chicken in recent months have been low relative to prices of important cuts 
of other meats. 

North Atlantic States 

During the first half of IP42 the number of layers on farms in the 
North Atlantic States declined about 'the same proportionately as a year earlier. 
Numbers on farms were 7.6 percent larger this June than last. The average rate 
of lay per bird in this region, however', was only slightly higher than a year 
ago. Egg prices in mid-June were about 4 cents higher' this year than last, but 
feed prices also were higher, and the egg-feed price ratio was a little less 
favorable, although more favorable than average. 

Eggs from the North Atlantic States continue to constitute a larger than 
usual proportion of receipts in Eastern markets. At Boston, for example, total 
receipts in June were about as large as in June last year, but the quantity 
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originating in nearby areas we.s about tvdce as great, and the volume from 
the r.Torth Central Stat~s was rerlucf3d by half. The general pattern of these 
relationships is likely to continue' sinoe p:-oduction in this area will con
tinue large and egg drying operations are concentrated largely in surpl~s 
producing areas. The indirect effects of purchase programs for dried eggs 
in other ar eas, of course, \vill continue to 1::e a price supporting factor in 
the Northeast. 

The nureber of chicks hatched in this area during June was 16 percent 
larger than e. year ago, but advance orders on .July I, reflecting the im
proved demand for broiler chic!<:s, were considerably larger than le.st yes.r. 

North Central 8tates 

The decline in numbers of layers :i.n the Vidl'Test V\.'3.S less during the 
first half of this year than h.st, and considerably less then average. Egg 
prices in the }lJortp Central states hnve been 3U!,~nl~ted directly by the dried 
egg program, feed supplies have been l~rge, and ths egg-feed price ratio has 
been relatively more favornbl'3 than the e.verage for the entire country. The 
relatively favorable price situation tas encouraged continued high rates of 
lay, as well as lighter culling, and eg~ production in this area continues 
to show larger inoreases Over a year earlier than in other areas. 

The number of chicks hatched in this area v~s 13 percent smaller this 
June than last, b'lt total numbers raised on farms thj s year will be materi
ally larGer tharl in 1941. During the first half of this year 12 percent 
more chicks were hatohed t~1an a year earlier and on July I, tl:e ave:~age num
ber of young birds per farm flock in the North Central states was about 7 
peroent h,rger. 

South Atl"-<-ntic states 

From January to June in the South Atlantic states, numbers of layers 
declined considerably less this Y'7ar than Jast. Althouf!.h egg prices were 
relatively low in some localities in the heavi8s~ season of production, the 
egg-feed ratio in general, vms almost an fevorable for egg production as 
last year. The rate of h.y in Jlme was sli[~·,t:"y r. 5_gher than j n June 1941. 
In recent weeLs egg prices in this area ha78 acvaLced along with prices in 
other r8giol1~.. Relatively few eggs have bet?:i1 purchased by the Department of 
Agricul tu· ... e l..m(ler the small-lot purchase program .as extended through August 
for the stat:;;s of Virginia, West Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina, 
Georgia, Arkansas. a.nd Flor-ida. 

Durir.g the first half of this year about 10 percent more chicks were 
produced in the South Atlantic states than in the corre;-;ponding 6 T<'\onths of 
1941. On July 1. the avel~age r.v_mber ~·f ~fC'U~lf:- o':!:hs..ckuns j,n farm flocks was 6 
percent larr,8l' than on July 1 last yeai'. E1'oiler prod-:Jotion has been increas
ing cor.siderably jn this area in recont ye81's, arld a f'-irther material increase 
apparently v.rill take place in coming months. As on Jul~" I, orders for baby 
chioks for future delivery were 28 percent larger than on July 1; 1941. 
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South Central States 

During the January-June,period this year, numbers of layers on farms 
in the South Central States declined less than a year earlier, and consider
ably less than average. In June, 20 percent more layers were on farms than 
in June 1941, whereas in January the increase was only about 15 percent. 
The average rate of lay per bird vms about the same as in June last year. 

T 

The South C~ntral region is the only group of States for which the 
average number of young chickens per flock declined from June 1 to July 1. 
This is a usual occurence for this region, since the average hatching date 
is earlier, and birds are marketed at somewhat lighter weights than in most 
other states. The decline during June this year ¥ms smaller than usual and 
on July 1, the average number of birds per flock was 13 percent larger than 
a year ago--the lru'gest increase shown for any region. levance orders for 
baby chicks in t his area on July 1 were 38 percent smaller than a year earlier • 

Western States 

Numbers of layers usually decline less in the Western States during 
the first half of the year than in any other region. The decline in the 
period January-June this year ~~s even less than in 1941. In June, 9 peroent 
more layers were on farms than in June last year, whereas in January the in
crease was only 6 percent. This is the only region in which the egg-feed 
ratio in June was more favorable than a year earlier. Supplies of oats and 
barley in these states are likely to be much larger this year than last, 
and the reduction in supplies of copra cake and meal and fish meal will be 
made up in part, at least, by shipment of soybeans to the West for crushing_ 
Egg prices in this area are likely to continue favorable even though ship
ments to Eastern markets may not be as large as in some recent years. 

• 

A strong demand for broiler chicks apparently has developed in response 
to the advance in prices of chickens in Pacific Coast markets. On July 1, 
advance orders for baby chicks in this area were 5 percent larger than last 
year. 

FEED SUPPLIES AND PRICES 

Although production of the four principal feed grains this year will 
be almost as large as the, near record output of 1941, supplies per animal ~ 
unit in 1942-43 may be 10 percent smaller than in 1941-42. Numbers of live-
stock, especially hogs, have increased considerably. Disappeaance of all 
feed grains is expected to continue heavy in 1942-43 and the corn carry-over 
,October l~ 1943 probably will be near or below the 1928-37 average of 185 
million bushels. 

Prices of most by-product feeds have advanced during the past month, 
~~h~he_ greatest advance in prices of soybean meal. Prices of wheat mill 
feeds are SOmewhat_below the maximum prices recently established by the Office 
of Price Administration, but are considerably higher than they were in July, 
1941. The average price paid by farmers for laying mash in the United States 
in mid-June ~~s $2.88, an increase of 26 percent over July last year. 
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