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DATA FOR i942 ARE PRELlMiNAR Y lNDiCATlONS 

U. S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE NEG. 42529 BUREAU OF AGRICULTURAL ECONOMICS 

WITH OVER 10 PERCENT MORE CHICKENS RAISED THAN IN 1941 AND WITH CON
SUMPTION ON FARMS EXPECTED TO BE ABOUT THE SAM£" A S A YEAR EARLIER, FARM 
SALES OF CHICKENS I N THE UNITED STATES IN 1942 WILL BE 16 TO 18 PERCENT 
LARGER THAN IN 1941, AND THE SECOND LARGEST ON R E COR D. 1 NCREASES IN 
SALES WILL BE PARTICULARLY LARGE IN THE WEST NORTH CENTRAL STATES, WHERE 
FEED SUPPLIES IN THE LAST 2 YEARS HAVE BEEN LARGE AND EGG PRICES DURING 
THE PAST SEASON WERE PARTICULARLY FAVORABLE. 



STATISTICAL SUMMARY. 

ITEM UNIT t----"JUL..::::..Y:...;-:AvmJIJ.:.==E=--+ ___ 1::;9~4=_1 __ _l_---.:194~2~-___j PCT. OF 
YEAR 

PERIOD AVEBIGE JUNE .JULY .JUNE .JULY EARLIER 

Number of layers on farm. 
Number of eggs laid per hen 
Total farm production of eggs 
Stock •• egg.: 1 

Privately owned. shell 
Privately owned, frozen 
t~A owned, .hell 
USDA owned, frozen 
Total •••••..• 

Purchases, egg., USDA: 
Dried:! ••.•••• 
Shell, direct •• 
Shell, blue stampS 

Liquid eg~ ~roduction4 
Dried egg production • 
Commercial hatchery operation.: 

Eeg •• et 
Chick. hatched 

Receipt.: 
Poultry, dressed, four market. 
Poultry, live, Chicago5 • • 
Poultry. live, New York5 
Poultry, live, Midwest, per plant 
Fowl. live, Midwest, per plant ••• 
Young atock, live. Mldwe.t. per plant 

Stocks, poultry: 1 
Broilers 
Fryers 
Roasters 
Fowls 
Turkey. 
Duck. • ••••• 
Miscellaneous and unclassified 
Total poultry 

Prices received by farmer.: 
Eegs, p.r dozen •••••• 
Eegs, parity price per dozen 
Eegs, percentage of parity 
Chicken.. per pound • • • • • • 
Chickena, parity price per pound 
Chicken., percentage of parity 
Turkeys. per pound • • • • • • 
Turkey., parity price per poundS 
All farm commoditieo (1910- 14 = 100). 
Chicken. and eggl (1910-14 = 100) •• 

Wholesale pricel, Chicago: 

Million 
Number 
MIl. Case 

1.000 caae 
1.000 ca.e 
1.000 ca.e 
1.000 ca.e 
1,000 ca.e 

Mil. lb. 
1.000 cue 
1,000 ca.e 
Mil. lb. 
M11. lb. 

MIllion 
mlllon 

t.fll. lb. 
Car 
Car 
1.000 lb. 
1,000 lb. 
1.000 lb. 

mI. 
",11. 
Mil. 
M11. 
!Ill. 
Mil. 
Mll. 
Mil. 

lb. 
lb. 
lb. 
lb. 
lb. 
lb. 
lb. 
lb. 

Cent 
Cent 
Percent 
Cent 
Cent 
Percent 
('.ant 
Cent 
Index no. 
Index no. 

Eggs, fresh firats. per dozen • Cent 
Live heevy henl, per pound Cent 
Live broilers, B. R., per pound. Cent 
Live roaater •• light. W. R., per pound. Cent 
Live roa.ters, geavy, W. R., per pound. cent 

cash farm income: 

1931-40 
1931-40 
1931-40 

1931-40 
1931-40 

1931- 40 

1931-40 
1936-40 
1936-40 
1932-40 
1932-40 
1932-40 

1936-40 
1936-40 
1936-40 
1936-40 
1936-40 
1936-40 
1936-40 
1936-40 

1931-40 
1931-40 
1931-40 
1931-40 
1931-40 
1931-40 
1936-40 

I 1936-40 
I 1931-40 
1931-40 

1931-40 
1936-40 
1936-40 
1936-40 

Total marketingl 
Poultry and eggs 

• Mll. dol. 1936-40 
M11. dol. 1936- 40 

Pr iee rat ioa: 
Chicago, Broiler. B. R., - feed Lb. feed 
Chicaco, Licht Roa.ters, W. R., - feed Lb. feed 
Farm, ecc - feed Lb. feed 
Farm, chicken - f.ed Lb. feed 
Farm, turkey. feed Lb. feed 

Feed co.t per cwt., farm poultry ration Dollar 
Wholesale food price. (1935-39 = 100). Index no. 
Retail food pricel (1935-39 = 100) •• Index no. 
Prices paid by farmer. includinc intere.t 

1936-40 
1936-40 
1931-40 
1931-40 
1936-40 
1931-40 
1931-40 
1931- 40 

and tase. (1910- 14 = 100) • 
Retail price. (BLS): 

Roaater., dre.sed, per pound. 

Index 

Cent 
Cent 

no. 1931-40 

11931-40 

1

1931-40 F4gs, strictly fresh, per do.en • 
NOnagricultural employee.' campen.ation 

(1935-39 = 100) Index no. 1931- 40 

lEnd of month. Frozen ecca convertlOd to caae equivalent. 
2rncludea purchalea for future delivery. 
3Adjusted for .aatace in diatribution. 

253 
12.7 
8.90 

7.855 
3.440 

11.402 

22.4 
375 
661 

14.5 
8.8 
5.1 

7.2 
2.2 
5.0 

12.5 
16.0 
7.6 

13.5 
63.8 

16.8 
23.4 
71 
13.7 
14.6 
94 
14.4 
18.6 
94 
90 

17.7 
16.7 
18.2 
21.0 

699 
75 

14.1 
16.3 
14.4 
12.0 
11.5 
1.22 

92.6 
97.0 

128 

30.3 
31.0 

89.8 

271 
15.1 
11.36 

6.100 
4;372 

327 
391 

11. 190 

0.7 
38 

194 
57.9 

2.9 

126 
131 

27.3 
394 
546 

13.5 
8.0 
4.1 

4.9 
3.6 I 

12.0 
13.8 
28.0 
6.6 

16.6 
85.6 

23.2 
22.4 

104 
16.3 
15.0 

109 
15.4 
19.0 

118 
118 

25.4 
19.0 
18.8 
18.2 
20.9 

773 
86 

13.5 
13.0 
17.5 
12.3 
11.6 

1.33 
105.1 
105.9 

132 

33.8 
36.9 

147.1 

259 
13.8 
9.94 

6 •. 402 
5,156 

239 
47 

11.844 

4.8 
317 
169 
40.5 

3.3 

38 
30 

28.3 
371 
558 
16.9 

8.2 
8.1 

6.9 
3.6 
9.4 

14.7 
20.0 
9.8 

17.2 
81.2 

25.6 
25.7 

100 
16.8 
15.2 

111 
15.8 
19.2 

125 
127 

26.1 
19.4 
20.0 
20.2 
22. 0 

889 
94 

14.0 
14.2 
18.7 
12.3 
11.5 
1.37 

107.1 
106.1 

133 

33~s 
40.6 

144.6 

310 
15.2 
13.14 

7.924 
7.295 

11 
132 

15.330 

22.1 
18 

170 
133.4 
21.9 

99 
122 

31.0 
401 
575 

19.7 
13.9 
4.4 

3.6 
2.1 
5.1 

18.1 
28.2 
4.6 

17.5 
79.2 

27.4 
25.8 

106 
18.5 
17.3 

107 
18.6 
21.9 

151 
137 

30.4 
19.2 
25.2 
25.9 
29.4 

1.059 
132 

14.8 
15.3 
16.4 
11.1 
11.1 

1.67 
125.5 
123.2 

152 

39.3 
42.4 

180.6 

4Includel production by ecc-dryi", planta aa well aa by atrictly commercial ecg-breakinc plant •• 
~ar equivalent of receipt. by freight, truck and expre ••• 

295 
13.9 
11.37 

7.706 
7.615 

28 
132 

15.481 

13.8 
0.5 

99.3 
22.4 

42 
29 

32.0 
395 

24.2 
12.4 
10.9 

5.5 
3.3 
4.9 

20.9 
18.9 
7.2 

18.4 
79.2 

29.5 
29.4 

100 
18.7 
17.3 

108 
18.9 
21.9 

154 
145 

32.1 
20.0 
24.5 
23.7 
24.7 

14.4 
14.0 
17.7 
11.2 
11. ~~ 

1. II 
125.4 
124.6 

152 

39.8 
46.1 

114 
100 
114 

120 
148 

12 
281 
131 

288 
0.2 

88 
245 
679 

111 
99 

113 
106 
105 
143 
lSI 
135 

80 
92 
52 

142 
94 
73 

107 
98 

115 
114 

111 
114 

120 
114 
123 
114 

123 
103 
122 
117 
112 

137 
153 

103 
99 
95 
91 
98 

122 
117 
117 

114 

119 
114 

123 

6percentagea of parity for turkey. not .hown becauae .ale. in June and July uaually account for Ie.. than 5 percent 
of annual aalel. 

7Yigurea for 1941 and 1942 are not .trictly comparable; ficure. for poultry and e". for 11142 .re b •• ed on revised 
production data and include broilera. 

, 

1 . 

• 

• 



PEs-68 - 3 -

-----------------------------------------------------
T'HE POULTRY ,A:JIi EGG SITUAT.I01~ 

SUImnary 

Supplies of ohicken this fall will be the largest on record. Farm 

marketings of youn~ chickens in the Midwest during July were the largest on 

record and will increase until the seasonal peak is reached in October or 

November. Production ~f s~ecialized broilers and fryers in the remainder of 

1942 also is likely to be the largest on record. About 10 percent more chickens 

are being raisea, on farms than in 1941 and farmers ap'Parently are feeding their 

~ chickens to heavier weiehts. 

• 

The effects on prices of these larger supnlies are likely tQ be more 

than offset by a~ increased con~~er and storage demand for chicken. However, 

prices of some cla,sses, particularly heaV'J roasterf'!, may decline as the volume 

of marketings increases this fall. In some surplus producing sections process-

ing facilities may ~e overtaxed and chicken nrices lJay be depressed temporarily 

relative to the average for the Nation. The average price received by farmers 

for chickens in mid-Ju.ly was 18.7 cents per pound. about 11 p6rcen,t higher t11an 

in July last ~Tear. Prices advanced further in late July E,nd early August • 

As a result ~f the increase in the nTh~ber of chickens raised, numbers ~f 

hens and pullets on farms next January may be 6 to g percent larger than a year 

previous. Egg production is continuin~ much larger than a year ago. Pro-

duction nn farns was 14 nercent larger this July thl'tn last and was the largest 

on record for the month. Supplies of eg,q;s for c~,vilian consumption in the re-

mainder of 1942 will be at least as great as in the corresnonding neriod of 

1'141. Storage. stocks of eggs on AUiSu,st 1 totaled 15.4 million cases, 31 per

cent larger thin on Augu,st 1 last year. At least 5.9 million c::tses of these 
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stocks were earmarked for drying later in the' year.' In July. 2.4 million 

pO'lnds of ~ried egg were proQuced. The War Production Board in mid-August 

allocated sufficient materials to expand present e~g-drying facilities 110 

million -pounds. 

The average price received by f~ers for eggs in mid-July ~ms 29.5 

cents per dozen and the egg-feed ratio, though slightly less favorable than a 

year earlier, was considerably more favorable than average. Wholesale prices 

for eggp increased durirtg the month ended in mid-August and at that time were 

about 30 percent higher than a year previous. Egg prices will continue to 

advance as marketings decrease season~lly. • 
-- August 21, 1942 

REVIEW OF RECENT DEVELOPM]JUTS 

Laying Flocks Continuing 14 Percent 
Larger than ~ Year Earlier 

NUJ!lbers of layers on farms have passed the seasonal low point for the 
year. The average number of eggs laid per bird was about the same this July 
as last but with 14 percent more layers about 14 percent more eggs were pro
duced. During the first 7 months of the year output per bird \,18.S 2 percent 
over a year ago and farm egg -production was 16 percent larger than in corres
ponding months of 1941. By regions the increases in the July egg output were 
as follows: North Atlantic, 7 percent; East North Central, 10 percent; West 
North Central, 22 percent; South Atlantic, 19 percent; South Central, 17 per-. 
cent; and Western States, 9 percent. 

Drying Plants Taking Much of the 
Increased SUPplies 

Despite the large increase in egg output receiuts of eggs at terminal 
markets have continued smaller th&~ a year earlier. This is due partly to the 
diversion of eggs to drying 'Plants and partly to the increased dempnds for eggs 
from ~rg~n centers and military establishments in localities not supulied 
through the four terminal markets. Receipts of eggs in early August at primary 
narkets. in the Midwest, far West .and East were 24 to 40 percent heavier than a 
year earlier. 

During July 22.4 million pounds of dried egg were produced in the United 
States, making the Janu~ry-July total about 130 million pounds. In the corres
ponding 1941 period 15.g million ~ounds were produced. The cauacity of drying 
plants now in operation is about 315 million pounds, based on 300 days operation 
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of 20 to 22 hours per day. In early August the Foods Re~lirements Committee 
recormnended that egg-drying facilities be expand.ed 110 million pounds. In 
mid-August the materials necessary for this expansion "rere allocated by the 
War Production Board to concerns whose a-pnlir:ations had been ul'lder consider
ation. Present kno\m" requirements do not indicate need for further expansion. 

Total Storage Stocks of ~ Largest 
on Roco:: .. d 

Storage stocks of shell eggs were redl'.ced about 200,000 cases during 
July b~t stocks on August 1 of 7.7 million cases were 1.1 million cases larger 
than a year previous. Stocks of frozen eggs were increased the equivalent of 
about 300, 000 caf"es during July, Bnd on August 1" were larger than a ~Tear earli
er by 2.5 nillion cases, or 49 percent. 

Of the quantities of eggs in stora~e on AU~lst 1 about 2.9 million cases 
of shell eggs a::1d the equivalent of 3.0 million cases of frozen eggs were ear
m?rked for drying Rfter k~gust 1. The equivalent of about 7.2 million cases 
of shell eggs would be needec. to -prod1tce the dried eggs called for under com
mitments of dried eggs for fut~e delivery to the Department of Agriculture 
between A11g'Ust 1 and Decernber 31 (as of AUguF;t 1). 

Egg Prices AdvancinG Seasonally 

As a result of the se13sonal decline in mark:8t recei-pts, egg prices ad
vanced fror!! mid-Jul:r to m:'d-Au:Q.'llst. The advE'.nces ~rere largest for high quality 
eggs, since supnlies of such eggs were reduced relative to the total <luantity 
of all eggs as a result of hot weather in mar.y pro(l,ucing areas. 

In mid-August the \',holcsnle price of firsts at Chicago was 30 percent 
or 8 cents hiGher than a ~Tear prev:i.ous. "Prices at New York City for higher 
quality eggs in Augt:.st lITere up fron 13 percent to 27 percent, or 7 to 8 cents, 
from mid-August 1941. Extras at San Francisco were up lQ"percent or 7 cents 
ner dozen. 

Ilfarketings of You..ng Chickens 
Heaviest-on Record 

Prior to July, marketings of young chickens as indicA.ted b~r receipts 
at Hid'lTest markets were running smaller than would normally be exuected follo\,,
ing a lerge eerly hatch such as occurred this year. In the past sevdral weeks, 
however, the movement of young stock off farms has increased greatly. In efl.r1y 
August prinary mF.rket receipts of such chickens were 42 percent larger than in 
the corresponding ~eriod last year. Fowl marketings also continue heavy but 
not unusually largG considering the record. number of birds on farms and the 
small m?rketings that occurred in recent months. 

Storage Holdings of Poultry Reduced 
Slightly During July 

With a large decrease i::1 stocks of turkeys and a slight decrease in 
roasters offset in nart by increases in stocks of other classes, there was a 
net reduction of 35", 000 pounds in poultry stocks during July. Stocks of turk eye 
on August 1 were the smallest for that date since lQ39. Stocks of fowls, 
however, were the l~rgcst on record for that date. 
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·Wholesale Chicken Prices Advance· 
-'Further-- --- .-

6 -

Prices of live and cressed chickens in generBl~~. in all.im
porte,nt m~rkets d~ring the month ended in nti<1-August. Adva11ces were partiC'llr
larly pronounced in Eastern :narlrets ,,!here lo~l shortages of other meats 
apparently had some effect on the consumer demand for chicken_ 

Wbolesa1e prices of fo,.,l at Chicago in rdd-Aug'.1st were about the seme (,. 
as a year earlier. La.st· year sales of fow'l ,..rere relatively li£ht because of 
the favorable egg-feed price relationships which eneourrused :fa;mers to keep r 
old laying stock as long as possible or until the ~~1lets cane into production. ,. 
Sales of fowl this year r~ve been much larger than le.st summer reflecting in
creased num"!)ers on. fa.rms ~ The effects of this increa.se on -pT1 ces have been ' 
completely offset by stronger consumer and storage de:nand. Prices of young 
chickens, continue materially higher than a year ago despi t6 the r'ecent sharp 
increase in marketings. 

• 
Young 1942 crop turkeys already r..ave been market6d from some loca,li ties 

and -orices generally are averaging much higher tban last Y6ar. Wholesale 
prices of dressci young turkeys at New York in mid-August were 20 to 25 perCtmt 
hi~he1' than in mirl-Augclrlt lsln. The average price received 'oy far:ners for 
turkeys in mi<1-J·,l.'Y, 18'.9 cents ~er -pound, Wr:LS a"oont 3 cents higher this year 
than ·last. A pre: imina::'y estimate of the numbcr of turkeys raised this year 
will be 1'e168sed on Aug~~t 24. 

OUTLOOE 

BA.CKGRO'tJN'D.- In past years c~icken has const! tuted p.bout 
one-eighth of the total consumption of n;eat (dressed. weight 
bas~.'3) lr! tbe United S~['.tes. In 1941 chicken aId turkey 
constituted 12 percent and 2 percent resp8ctivE::.y of the 
tota.l mec.t consuT<'l6d in this country. With prod .. lction of 
chi(;]::::en~ and tU1"]:eYQ iTl 1942 considerably larf.,er thnn tn 
19~1. supplies of poultl"'J 1dll be '\ihE; lar~cst on record. 
Moreo~er, since the proportion of domestic output used for 
lend-lease ."!ill be much smaller for chicken the.n for some 
other :nee.ts. ~uch as pork, the 'PGrC8nta~e of po'Ultr;'T in the 
total meat su~ply will be increased this year. 

Sales of, Q~ickens EY 1-armers 
Materia11y Increased 

• 

The number of chickens raised on farms was increased considerably thlft 
year in res-nonse to an unusually favorable egg-feed nrice r£'ctio during the 
1941,.1+2 l~.y~ng season. 3y regions the inc.'eases over a yep,;::- sarlier in 
chickens raised 1h9re as follo'llS: lTorth .Atlc.ntic~. 9 pel")en~; 3ast Ifarth Centrni 
6 pe~cent~ West North Central, 16 percent; South Atlan~ic~ 5 percent; South 
Central, 12 percen~and Western, 7 percer.t. The inor~ase for the United States 
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was 10.5 percent, acco~ding to ure~iminari'esttfuates included in the Crop 
Re-port ·issued August 10. Since Iii1ln'lJer!l of chickens on farms' are likely to 
increase only 6 to 8 percent dtrring the year, and'numbers consumed on farms 
are not likely to be ~aterial1y di'fferent from a yeer ago, sales of chickens 
by farmers in 1942 will be about 16 to 18 percent larger than in 1941. 

The slaughter of farm produced chickens (i.e., numbers sold plus 
numbers consumed in farm households) will total about 660 million birds, 13 
percent above the 1941 slaughter. In January the "goal" announced for chicken 
slaughter was 644 m.illion birds, 10 pAl·cent over the 1941 figure. 

l1uch of the increased volume in chicken marketings will come during the 
remainder of the year. Receipts of poultry at Mid'.!est markets in the J-:mua.ry
July -pe~iod were about 8 -percent larger than in the corresponding period of 
1941. Increases in supplies are' particularly large in· Western areas of the 
CentrR.1 States where feed 9u]'1"Olies have been lR.rge in the last 2 years and 
egg prices were particularly favorable in the past season. . Increases in many 
southern sections also Brc large. . 

• Sales of chickens 'by regions from 1925 to 1q41 are presented in t'he 
following table together with preliminary indications of 1942 sales. 

f 
St~tes, 

.-
'Table 1.- S13.1es of cMckens by farmers, United and by. ... regions, 1925-,41, indicated 1942 

North :East North: West South . South : Western · United . · Year Atlantic Central : North Atlantic: Central • States States · States States : CentrA.1 States ! States 
:1,000 hea~ 1,000 head 1,000 head 1,000 head 1,000 head 1,000 head 1,000 head 

1925 50,383 93,073 122,817 37.079 - 53,815 34,465 391,632 
1926 51,471 95,250 126,914 36,752 56,026 38,017 404,430 
1927 54,569 103,395 131,B71 39,814 64,740 42,053 436,442 
1928 55,295 99,459 128,928 39.33f5 66,412 45, ?ci0 434,742 
1929 56,684 101,127 134,469 36,922 59,476 4B, 94 437,172 

.930 64,842 104,892 155,530 40,371 69,648 53,718 489,001 
1931 ~6,3-:-4 98,047 140,152 35.37g 53.316 45,310 428,537 
1932 58,2dl 96,855 132,578 41,gb7 52,'849 35,890 418,280 
1933 : 62,485 104,284 141,504 41,198 56.151 35.505 441,1 27 
1934 : 53,210 95,863 140,023 30,1J.6 49. 497 34,602 4°3.311 
1935 : 56,372 92 ,624 111,679 28,h91' 44,5.'67 31.732 365,485 
1936 : 61,679 99,596 124,789 29,569 44,756 34,600 394,989 
1937- : 60,081 85,442 99,860 27,569 45,956 32.902 351,810 

. ,1938, : 59,4l:'9 77,187 95.079 24.780 39,639 30,296 326,430 
1939 63,217 81,516 110,794 31.659 55.726 33,671 376.583 . • 
1940 : 57,742 ' 76,115 107,476 28.282 51,919 29,650 351,184 
1941 : 58,883 83,370 118,613 :9-,353 57,516 33,364 384,099 
1942 1' 65,000 92 ,000 147,000 36,000 74,000 36,000 450,000 

: 
17 Based on preliminary indications. 
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The incre~,se in live "reight sold llIill be h',:rger. thtm t.he· incl'ep,,!3e ih 
numbers if the Rupnrent tendency of farmers to feed birds to heavie:r ~eights 
is "ridE-suread. Price :relationships have been favorable to such a deve10ument 
this :{E:ar. A~ a re~ul t of the -pr,ospecti ve increase in ma:rketings. poultry 
packing facilities ma;)r be overtp..xec. 'in some localities, especially if unfavor
able weather should cause an unusual concentration of recei~ts. 

Demnnd for Broiler Chicks Much: 
Stronger thal!. in 1941 --

After June most chicks produced by commercial hatcheries are used in 
specialized broiler and fryer production. The demp..nd for broiler chicks has 
increased greatly in recent months in response to the general advance in 
chicken prices 8rtd a decidedly improved chicken-feed price ratio. This 
strengthened demand is indicated by regional compRrisons in the July hatchery 
output this year as contrasted \"i th 1941. Large increases in hatchery pro~ 
dl1ction occurred in all regions except in the Middle Atlantic States, West. 
North Central States Rnd Mountain. States. !4ost of the regions showing large 
increases are important in co~~ercia1 broiler production. Advance orders o~ 
August 1 also wore much larger than a year earlier in areas producing broi1~~ 
chicks. 

Th~ broiler-feed price ratio is likely to continue favorable during 
the remainder of the year. Consequently, though little different from a year 
earlier in the first few months of this year, broiler production in 1942 as a 
whole is likely to be much greater than the 1941 output of 163 million birds. 

Chicken Prices Likely to Continue 
~vor~forPrOdu~rs 

The effects on prices;of the 1p rger supplies of chicken are likely to 
be more than uffset by a stronge~ con~Th~er demRnd. In recent weeks local 
shortages of pork ?nd beef Ftu'Oarent1y have resulted in a substantial increase 
in consumer purchases of chicken Bnd other poultry. As long as a' "tight" 
su~n1y situation exists for other meats the demand for chic~en will be stronger 
than ",rith incrense0. purchasing power alone. Consumer i!lcomes in 'June were. 
percent larger than in June 1941. Under the Emergency Price Control Act of 
1942 ceiling prices c?nnot be establi~hed, for chickens 1mtil. the average price 
received by farmers reaches 21.1 cents ~er pound (the July 1919~June 1929 
average). ' 

More L~yers in Prospect for ~ \ 

Wi th 10.5 percent more chickens raised on farms this, year than last and i 
with the egg-feed nrice ratio continuing favornb1~, it is likely that numbers 
of layers on farms next January 1 will be from 6 to g pGrcent larger than on 
January 1 this year. However, in some areRS full utilizati.on of all potential 
hens and pullets mny be prevented by housing space limitations. In table 2 
data are given on num-oers of lrtyers by regions together with preliminary indi
cations of numoers on January 1, 1943. Egg production in the ~emainder of ,the 
year with f~vorab1e weather will continue l?rger th?~ a year earlier, But egg 
p:rices are likely to continue higher than last year since the consumer demand 
is materially stronger and egg-drying plants ~"'il1 absorb much of the incre1'1sed 
su-pp1y of eggs. 
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Table 2.- Hena and pullets on farms January 1. United States. and 
by regions, 1925-42, indlcated 1943 

North :East North: i'lest South So-uth Western Atlantic Central : 1~orth : Atlantic ! Central States States States Central States :, States 

United 
States 

: I, 000 head 1 .. 000 head 1,000 head 1,000 head 1,000 head 1,000 head 1,000 heae 
· · 

1925 41.754 86.905 116,779 38,511 74,058 32,510 390,517 
1926 41,699 87,247 118,357 37,801 74,630 34,115 393,849 
1927 .. 42, 02 3 89,993 121,957 40,172 82,991 37,739 414,875 · '1928 43,175 88,509 121,667 42,529 88,411 42,848 427,139 
1929 41,111 83,22l.t ~ 119,102 38 ,508 80,594 41,235 403,774 

i 
43,279 85,642 126,346 82,860 43,232 420,451 1930 : 39,092 

1931 40.513 84,458 118,889 36,955 77.753 43,208 401,776 
1932 40,601 81~88g 111,701 36,640 76,472 }8,524 385,826 

.933 41,736 83t381 111,727 37,583 80,159 36,157 390.743 
934 42,180 84,742 112,256 35,139 74,568 36•456 385,341 

1935 40,621 77.447 95,676 34,202 69,121 33,340 350,407 
1936 42,426 81,334 97,893 34,956 71,069 34,941 362 ,619 
1937 46.937 83,540 97,886 37,300 77,164 36,927 379,754 
1938 43,3Sl 75,846 .90,992 34,654 73.1S8 34,903 352,964 
1939 46,239 78,149 103,085 36,612 7S,494 33,562 376,141 

1940 48,996 80,299 lOS, l.j.g2 37,586 81,117 36,175 392,655 
1941 47,436 78,729 106,751 36,831' 76,860 34,765, 381 ,372 
1942 • .50,587 84,661 122,510 40,595 89,297 37,588 : 425,238 · 
1943.Y: -54,000 88,000 136,000 42,000 g6,000 39,000 455,000 

11 Based on preliminary in~ications. 

North Atlantic States 

• The egg-feed price ra.tio in the North Atlantic States was somewhat less 
favorable this mid-July thaa last e~d the rate of lay was 1 ~ercAnt less than 
in July last year. The egg-feed price ratio is likely to continue more favor
able than average and with 9 -percent more chickens raised this year than last, 

. 5 to 7 percent more l1\yers urobab1y ,·,ill result for 1943. Su'O'plies of chicken 
meat from this area in 1942 will be about 11 ~ercent larger than last year and 
tor the region as a whole sales from farms will be the largest on record. 
Large numbers of chickens in this area are delivered to cons'U:ning centers beforE 
slaughtering, and. no serious marketing or processing difficul ties are likely to 
occur. 

East North Ce~tra1 States 

The number of layers on farms in the East North Central States during 
July was 9 -percent larger thEm last year. Egg-feed ~rice relA_tionsnips are 
continuing favorable to producers and with E percslJ,t more ohickens raised 
than in 1941, laying flocks on January'l. 1943 probably will average 3 to 5 
percent larger than last January. Sales of chickens \\rill be about 10 percent 
heavier this fall than a year previous. 
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West Nqrth,Central' Stetes -', 

About 43 perC8l'!t of the totaL increase· in -number,s'~'of chickens r~dsed on 
farms in the 'Un:i.tf'd States this year is i~ tl-J.~ ii~~t No~t~ Central States. This 
r~presents a 'gr.in 'of 16 :percEint over i94.i 'n1.l'nlH:rs. Sale~ of chickens from 
f11.rms in this ter~'i'tory':wtl1 be 3 om..: thhi,g' li~{,~ ono-fourth: 113rger than in 1941 
and on alive '-'leight basis sales InfY be the largest. on r6c&rd. Probable in ... 
'creases in sales, by States, com'l)rrec. '-'1ith .1941 nre as follows: Minnesota; 27 '~1 
percent; Im,ra. 16 percent; ~~issollri, 12 p81'Cent; North DaJ-:ota, 62 percent~ 
South %ote, 41 percent; Nebraska, 23 perce:nt; and Ka.nsas, 26 perce,nt. In t) 
general the increases ru-8 l8rgest in WGs,t'orn sections of eF'ch Strcte. Although 
consum~tion of chicken in urban centers within the area will be ~us~ally large 
this year, a greatly increased quantity will be packed for' shipment to deficit 
producing areas in other parts of the country. In many localities ~cking 
plant faoi1ities may be overtaxed for a period when markettngs are a.t the 
seasonal peak. N'un(oers of l~Ters on farms in this year next January: 1 proba-
bly will be about 10 to 12 percent lA,rger than on January 1, 1942. ~his ,,,o11ld 
be about g percent larger thRl1' the -prevj,ou~ record high established in 1930 •• 

~outh Atlantic States 

I~ the South,Atlantic States 5 peree~t more' chickens were raised on 
farms "this year than last. Commsrci81 broiler -production :tas increa~ed con-

, siderably 11.S indicat.ed' by tbe 27 percent jncrease in the July output ;of chicks 
by commercial hatcheries. Sale:s of chickens by farmers in this area ..... Till be 
t,he l8rgest since 19.33 and, with' the commercial 'broiler production aqded, total 
Ghicken production will be much the largest on record. An increese fn numbers 
of layers of a'bout 3 to 5 percent is in P!ol'1uect in the South A:eJ.anti,c StA.tes 
for next Jnnuary 1 comuared "ri th January 1, 1942. }j~eed supnlies' will "be made 
up of a larger than usual proport~'on of r.d~:rJt-protein feeds as a-resul t ,of the 
large oilseed cr~shing to tru~e place in these St~te~. 

South Centr~l States 

Uumbers of chickens raised incre:'1sed. more this ;rear in th.] South. CGnt~ 
Stati3s than in any other region. Sales of chickens by farmers in the C),rea fO'l' 
1942 will be more than'one-fourth larger than 1941 sal~s and will be more than 
6 percent in'excess of the previous record est?olished in 1930. With 12 pc-r
cent more chickens raised this year, an increase of 7 to 9 percen~ in.nwnbers 
of hens and -pulletR is likely for 194 3. N1.lL~'bers of layers in this nrea during 
1942 have been the largest on record. The egg-feed price ,ratio contiques 
slightly less favQrable than In.s't ya?r but decide:dly more favorable thp,n 
av.erage. 

Western States 

:By next January numbers of hens ,".nd, 'Pullets in the ~'les.tern States i",ill 
be incre~sed ~otlething like 4 percen"; oV'~r ;" year eA.rii~,r as a result of the 
7 peroent. iTlcrsase in numbers of, chickens raise,d thif'f' t,~~e~r., :i!1gg, prices in the 
Pacific, Coast States hP.ve incr8.?,sed rpcently along',-yri th' 'Prices in otr.er 
sections 8'Rel the eg~-f6ed ·price rele,tionshi'P hps y'ontii1Ue.~ 9-b6ut' a..s favorqble 
as, a year eAJ'lier in contrast to 11 slightlY-less 'favorable .ratio in [,,11 other 

~ , . 
regions. 

\ 
I 
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THE POULTRY SITUATION 

POUNDS POUNDS 1_ 
I MILLIONS) (MILLIONS) 

200 
60 

150 

40 

100 

2.0 
50 

o o 
CENTS PER I 

POUND FARM PRICE OF CHICKENS U. S. STOCKS OF FOWLS" 

I I 60 

18 

16 

14 

40 1942 I 1941, '\(1 ~, ~. Average " . X:3/
-
40 JL 

~-v . I I 

20 

12. 

POUNDS 
<THOU5ANOs>L CHICKENS, YOUNG: AVERAGE 

PO~NDS~====~====~====~==~ 
RECEIPTS PER PLANTt 

25 14 

20 12. 

IS 10 

10 8 

5 
6 

o 4 

JAN, JAN. APR JULY OCT 
A 1ST OF THE MONTH ... INCI.UDeS BROILERS. FRYERS, AND ROA.STERS 

... R£GEIPTS AT CENTRAL WESTERN PRIMARY MARKETS 

U 5 DEPARTMENT or AGRICULTURE NEG usn BUREA.U OF AGRICULTURAL ECONOMICS 

FIGURE I 

-" 

FEED 
(POUNDS I 

24 

20 

16 

12. 
CENTS 

PER 
DOZEN 

30 

25 

20 

15 

CASES 
(MILLIONS} 

8 

6 

4 

o 

~-... ... '1 

• 
'THE EGG SITUATION 
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!>ilarketings of chickens by f~rmers in this area "!ill be up about 9 per
cent this year over l~st. The supply of chickens from farms in the P~cific 
CORst Stp.tes will be au~ented by a much Ip.rger commercial broiler out'Out. In 
July the o~tput of chicles by commercial hatcheries was 22 percent larger than 
in July a ;re~r prev·ious. Chicken prices h~we ~dvanced in response to the im
'Oroved COl",' .:ner dell".and and •. 1,1i th p greater feed supply this year than last, 
production c1' specialized broilers and fryers will be stimulated in ?reas 
adjacent to urb~n consuming centers Q 

FEED SUPPLIES PJifD .PRICES 

Favorable ",eat her in recent mo-nth~ has i:nproved prospects for 1942 feed 
crops. hec0rd suuplies of feed grai~s, hay, and high-protein feeds are likely 
for 1942-43. With about 10 percent more livestock in 1942-43, however, the 
suppl:r of feed g';";-dns, including feed-wheat, 'Oer gr~~n-consuming animal unit 
will be about 7 percent smr-.l1er than last year. Disappearence of feed grr-lins 
in 1942-43 ~"ill be some,,,hat larger than the 1942 production and, as a result, the 
total cRI'r~T~oVer on October 1,1943 pro'oRbly will be the smallest since 1937. 
Supplies of high-protein feeds this yeRr will be about 40 percent larger tha~ 
last year. Feed grain prices are likely to average higher in 1942-43 than i~ 
1941-42. The amount of the increase. hO\\Tever, will continue to be limited by 
the large supplies of feed available, genera~ 'Orice ceilings, 8nd the feed
wheat 'Orogrmn. Under the feed-wheat 'Orogrrun, as a..."1nounced on August 6, 125 
million bushels of Commodity Credit-owned ~meRt were releRsed for sale atpri66r 
rRnging from 74 to 99 cents per bushel. The price v~ries between regions. In 
the Corn 13e1 t prices '''ill be considerably lower thEm those prevRiling under the 
former program. 

After five days return to 
UNITED STAT~S DEPARTMENT OF AGRIClTLTt~ 

J3UREAU OF AGRICULT1TE..AL ECQ1TOl..fICS 
itfASHI~JGTmT, D. C. 
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