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Marketings of fowl in the Midwest, as in the nation generally, have been 
small in recent months because of the favorable relationship between egg prices and 
feed prices. An unusually small proportion of current marketings apparently has 
been moving through midwestern packing plants because of heavy consumption in produc­
ing areas. Despite small receipts to date, marketings of poultry in 19~3 as a whole 
will be much larger than in 19~2, with most of the increase coming in the latter half 
of the year. 



STATISTICAL SUMMARY 

I T E M UNIT 
19112 19113 PCT. OF 

~P-£-R~IO-O-r-A-V-ER-A-G-E~F-E-B-R-U-AR~Y~~M-A-R-C-H-+-F-EB-R-U-A-R~Y~-M-A-RC-H~ YEAR 
EARll ER 

MARCH AVERAGE 

Nwmber of layers on farms. • • • • •• Nillion 
Number of eggs laid per hen • • • • • • • Kuaber 
Total farm production of eggs. • •• • Nil. case 
Stocks, eggs U. s.: 1 

1982-41 
1982-(1 
1932-41 

813. , 
14. 18 
12.33 

Shell •••••••••••••• 
Frozen • • •• ••• 
Total. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

Purchases, eggs, USDA: 

1,000 case 1932-41 1, 182 
1,000 case 1932-41 1,496 
1,000 case 1982-41 ~577 

Dried2 • • • • •• ••••••••• 
Shell, direct. ••• ••••••• 

Dried egg production •••••••••• 
Canmercial hatchery operat ions: 

Eggs set • • • • • • • • • • • 
Chicks hatched • • • • • 

Ni L lb. 
1.000 case 
NiL lb. 

Nillion 
Ni llion 

Receipts: 
• NiL lb. Poultry, dressed, four markets ••• 

Poultry, live, Chicag0 3 • • • • 
Poultry, live, New York 3 •••••••• 
Poultry, live, Midwest, per plant ••• 
Fowl (hens), liva, Midwest, per plant • 

Car 
Car 
1,000 lb. 
1,000 lb. 

Stocks, poultry: i 
Broilers • •• • •••••••••• NiL lb. 
Fryers • •• •• ••••••••• Ni l. lb. 
Roasters ••••••••••••••• Nil. lb. 
Fowls (hens) ••••••••••••• NiL lb. 
Turkeys. • •• ••••• ••••• Ni L lb. 
Ducks ••••••••••••••••• Ni L lb. 
Miscellaneous and unclassified •••• Nil. lb. 
Total poultry ••••••••••••• Nil. lb. 

:rices received by farmers: 
Eggs, per dozen. • • • • • • • • • • • Cent 
Eggs, parity price per dozen •••• Cent 
Eggs, percentage of parity •••••• Percent 

\, Chickens, per pound. •• • •••• Cent 
Chickens, parity price per pound ••• Cent 
Chickens, percentage of parity •••• Percent 

I Turkeys, per pound • • • •• •••• Cent 
Turkeys, parity price per pound •••• Cent 
All farm commodities (1910-14=100) •• Index no. 
Chickens and eggs (1910-14=100 ••••• Index no. 

Wholesale prices, Chicago: 
Eggs, current receipts, per dozen. • 
Live heavy hens, per pound •••• 

J Live broilers, per pound •••••• 
- Live roasters, light, per pound ••• 

Live roasters, heavy, per pound ••• 
Cash farm income: 

• Cent 
• Cent 
• Cent 
• Cent 
• Cent 

Total marketings. • • •• • ••••• NiL doL 
Poultry and eggs. • • •• • ••••• NiL dol. 

Price rat ios: 
Chicago, Broiler-feed • •• • •••• Lb. feed 
Chicago, Light Roaster-feed. • • • • • Lb. feed 
Farm. egg-feed.. ••••• • ••• Lb. feed 
Farm, chicken-feed. • • • •• • •• Lb. feed 
Farm, turkey-feed • • • • •• • ••• ,Lb. feed 

..1 Feed cost per cwt., farm poultry ration •• Dol Zar 
Wholesale food prices (1936-39=100) ••• Index no. 
Retail food prices (1936-39=1001 ••• Index no. 
Prices paid by farmers including interes 

and taxes (1910-14=100) ••• • ••• Index no. 
Retail prices (BLS): 

Roasters, dressed, per pound • • • • • Oent 
Eggs, strictly fresh, per dozen • • • • Cent 

Nonagricultural employees' compensation 
11936-39=100) •••••••• • ••• l'r1tiex no. 

1932-41 
193'1-(1 
1987-41 
1982-41 
1932-41 

1932-41 
1932-(1 
1982-41 
1932-41 
1982-41 
1933-41 
1982-41 
1932-41 

1982-41 
1982-41 
1982-41 
1932-41 
1932-(1 
1932-41 
1987-41 
1987-41 
1932-41 
1932"-41 

1981!-41 
198'1-41 
1937-(1 
198'1-41 
1937-41 

193'1-41 
193'1-41 

193'1-41 
1937-41 
1932-41 
1932-41 
1937-41 
1932-41 
1932-U 
1932-41 

1932-41 

1932-41 
1932-41 

1932~41 

lEnd of month. Frozen eggs converted to case equivalent. 

2Includes purchases for future delivery. 
3Car equivalent of receipts by freight, truck and expres~ 

16.6 
298 
722 

8.01 
7.10 

8.5 
8.1 

20.8 
12. 6 
25.0 
1.8 

16., 
90.2 

15.6 
U.l 
70 
13.6 
14.6 
93 
16.6 
18.7 
94 
86 

16.8 
17. r; 
21.4 
22.2 
28.0 

576 
62 

16.6 
19.0 
14.4 
12.9 
18.1 
1.14 

91. 4 
94.7 

127 

BO.O 
28 .5 

96.8 

368.0 
10.59 
10 •. 68 

629 
1,96'1 
2,496 

18.1 
1'15 

14.6 

250.7 
98.'1 

16.9 
262 ". 7.00 

4.99 

1~.9 
12.8 
82. 0 
81.7 
66.8 
3.1 

12.'1 
179.1 

2'1.6 
2'1.8 
99 
17 .4 
16.8 

104 
20.0 
21.2 

U6 
136 

2'1.6 
21.8 
29.8 
22.2 
24.3 

838 
93 

12. 1 
12.9 
16.8 
10.6 
12.2 
1.64 

119.6 
116.8 

147 

86.2 
42.2 

164. a 

BU. 1 
16.61 
16.30 

1,798 
2,864 
4,662 

26.7 
83 
19.'1 

398.4 
246.3 

19.6 
298 
648 

6.26 
5.02 

8.6 
9.6 

24.8 
24.6 
45.8 

1.7 
26.3 

IB9.'1 

25.8 
i6.4 
88 
18.0 
1'1.1 

107 
19.9 
21.6 

146 
130 

27.0 
22. 8 
24.6 
24.9 
2'1.2 

901 
119 

14.4 
14.6 
15.6 
10.8 
12.0 
1.66 

121. 6 
118.6 

160 

86." 
39.7 

170.0 

418.6 
10.94 
12. 71 

974 
1,60'1 
2,481 

16.9 
6 . 

20.7 

284.2 
121.9 

16.3 
182 
583 

5.81 
4.43 

6.8 
7.2 

21.2 
20.1 
30.0 
1.3 

16.1 
101. '1 

34.2 
30.3 

113 
22.8 
18.2 

126 
28.7 
23.0 

1'18 
170 

34.9 
26.0 
2'1.0 
81.5 
33.6 

1,131 
140 

18.8 
16.1 
18.4 
12.8 
16.4 

1.86 
188.8 
133.6 

160 

46.0 
51.1 

218.9 

410.6 
16 • .,4 
17.95 

S,200 
2,634 
5,834 

14.0 
6 

23.4 

441.8 
277.6 

13.3 
118 
736 

2.79 
2. 18 

3.1 
4.1 

10.7 
11.0 
19.0 
0.7 
9.6 

68.2 

34.0 
28.4 

120 
23.6 
18.4 

128 . 
28.7 
23.2 

182 
171 

86.9 
26.0 
27.0 
31.6 
33.6 

13.8 
16.6 
17.7 
12.2 
14.9 
1.92 

186.8 

161 

116 
101 
117 

1'18 
92 

126 

62 
7 

119 

111 
113 

88 
39 

114 46. 
48 

36 
43 
U 
45 
41 
41 
88 
42 

132 
108 

131 
108 

144 
107 

126 I 132 

138 

gXe 
12'1 
123 

136 
151 

92 
106 
114 
113 
124 
116 
112 
114 

107 

131 
121 

183 
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THE ?,OULTRY AND ~GG SITUATION 
---~-------------------------------------------------

~U1lttn8.tl" 

The egg-feed priee relationship is likei~ to ~6fitinue to be favorable 

for farmers throughout the coming summer. As a result, poultrymen will tend 

to cull their flocks lightly and feed well. Throughout 1943, egg ~roduction 

probably will be larger at any given time than a year earlier. During March! 

laying flocks averaged 16 percent larger than a year earlier and the rate of 

production per bird was I percent higher. Production of eggs in the first 

~ quarter of this year was 16 percent larger than in the corresponding period of 

I. 

1942. 

In late March the Food Distribution Administration issued an order 

providing that 8~1 shell eggs in cold storage on May 31 shall be set aside for 

governmental use or distribution. After Hay 31 no ·shell eggs may be stored 

except for Government uses, but part or the eggs in storage on that date may 

be released for civilians. Alt.hough few, if any .. storage eggs will be avail-

able for civilians next fall and winter, supplie.s of eggs ·for civilians will 

be larger than a year earlier throughout 19)IJ. The quan~ity o·f eggs demanded 

at ceiling prices, however, will be greater than the available supply next 

fall, when egg production will be seasonally small. Price ceilings for eggs 

will increase seasonally from June through N~vember • 

In mid-April, egg prices were sllghtly lower than in mid-March and 

supplies were ample to meet the demand ac prevailing prices. Additional 

purchases were made in the Southeast as a price supporting measure. In 

egg-drying areas, prices of shell eggs continued high relative to announced 

purchase prices for dried egg. and egg-drying plants were operating at eon-

siderably less than capacity. 
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Hatchery p:t:oliuc,tiol'l ,of babyc~hicks is setting ne",' high records. The 

number of young chi.9~ens on farms ::A:!)ril. 1 "!as 23 percent lar~er than a year 

earlier. Sup-plies of poultry will, be much larger this year than last, ,,,ith 

most of the incr0ase coming in the second six months. Prices of all classes 

',,' ;()f;"poultr~ at !terminal n:laJ;';kets,recently have been at ceiling levels and the 
" 

'i <;l~m~ndha~ -,g4'eatlyexceeA;ed the su.-p-ply. Sales of fowl by farmers have been 

verysmaJ,l: be.cause of the favorable relationship prevailing between egg 

prices, and"f~ed ,prices. 

REVI~ OF, RECENT DEVELOPMENT S 

Numbers of Layers Increased Relative 
to ~ Year Earlier 

April 22. i943 

The relationsh:ip between"feed prices and egg prices continues to be 
very favorable for, prodUCers ~d, as a result, farmers are culling their lay­
ing flocks more lightly than usual'. In March the number of layers on farms 
was 16 percent larger than a year earlier compared with an indicated increase 
of 14 percent o'n 'January 1. The number of layers on farms in MarCh, never­
theless, was Sleasona,J.ly smaller than in January. In some States it is likely 
that the net seasonal decrease has been limited by the addi tiOIlto laying 
flOCks of pullets ~rol!lchi,cks brooded last fall. 

. . " ~ ", . '.' 

",During March the rate of egg production per bird was higher than a 
year earlier in all. major regi6n:~' except t'hose bordering ithe Atlantic 

, seaboard. ,.,For the ,-q:ni ted States, the average Gumber of eggs laid per bird 

• 

was about 1 percent' above the previous record for that month, established in • 
.. 1942. Total, egg -producti.on during March was 17 percent larger than in 

March 1942, and the t~tal for 'the first 'quarter this year was 16 percent 
"; ,larger: than in the qo'rresponding period last year. Increases over a year 

earlier in the March egg output,' by regions, were as follows!' 'Nqrth Atlantic, 
II percent; East North Central, 15 percent; West North Central, 20 percent; 
South Atl&;,t~_c, il percent; South Central, 24 percent; and We"stern. 'l4 
percent. Y-,:£.:fle.:;ting the larger production, receipt s of eggs at primary 
markets in a:;,'l areas have been muc'ii'larger than last year. Receipts at 
Ea-ste.rn eg • ..; -f:l:uct:lotlS in early April~ere, 34 percent larger than last year. 

Storage of ,~h~l ~ Restricted 
El. Fo od Order 

The net into-storage movement for shell eggs :tlegan in late January 
;:'"this year ,and was the heaviest early movement for any season for which 

records are available. Maximuml?rice Regulation 333. establishing ceilings on 
egg prices. was issued i~ late February, about th~ time the major into-storage 
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season usually begins. The sprin~to~faIl seasonal :increase permitted in 
ceiling prices paid by retailers is not greatly different from the price 
pattern for past years. But the demand for storing increased considerably 
after announcement of the ceiling schedule, since it was practically certain 
that prices would be seasonally high at the ceilings during the out-of-storage 
season. Prices advanced and were high relative to ceiling prices to retailers 
for shell eggs and were particularly high relative to ceiling prices for dried 
egg. 

Largely because of these developments the Food/Distribution 
Administration on March 23 issued Food Distribution Order 40, which provides 
that all shell eggs in cold storage on l~y 31 shall be set aside for govern­
mental agencies. On May 31 the storage situation will be reappraised and 
supplies of eggs will be allocated among military, civilian, and lend-lease 
requirements. Some shell eggs may be released from the order by the Directo~ 
of the Food Distribution Administration. Owners of eggs in storage on May 31 
may offer eggs to Government agencies at no more than the ceiling prices 
applicable to grades for Government purChases in effect at the time of the 

. offers. The order alsQ provides that after May 31 no eggs may be stored 
except for Government uses. 

A second Food Distribution Order, No. 41, reserving the entire 1943 
production of spray_process dried whole eggs for delivery to Government 
agencies, was issued March 23. This order alsQ limits the production of 
frozen and liquid eggs, dried yolks, dried albumen, and pan-dried whole eggs 
to- the quantities produced and sQJ..d.-£e-!'--e-o-mmelciaJ:--ttse in the United States 
in 1942. Governmental uses for dried whole egg are restricted to the spray 
processed product. 

Early April Storage Movement About 
Same as a Year Earlier -,- -.- ---

The into-storage movement of shell eggs during March was the largest 
on record. Total holdings increased 2.2 million cases compared with an 
increase of about 1.3 million cases in March 1942. On April 1, 1943, stock~ 
of shell eggs totaled 3.2 million cases compared with 1.8 million cases a 
year earlier. Apparently reflecting the i~suance of Food Distribution 
Order 40, regulating the storage of shell eggs, the storage demand slackened 
in early April and the into-storage mOV€!llent, was, s~ler than a year earlier. 

\ ~"'A" ..; ~',.t _.\.,.,... 

J. ' .... 
,'0s indicated above, !,):::"oductiQn of'frozen egg for civilian purposes 

in 1943 is limited to the 1S'42 levelJ> tr.c;p-:£;)re any increases in production 
of frozen eggs this yea;r will be primar:t:y for use by firms producing 
dried egg for Government account. Thro'UJ:':. A:nel"..d.rnent 3 to Maximum Price 
Regulation 333. effective March 23. the ,:-:,~ J.] ing price of frozen whole egg 
for March and A"?:t"H was reduced 1. 7 cen;; G ::"-::-;: 'P(;l:.:1.d from yhe level established 
by Maximum Price' Regulation 333 which becc..:.~e e:rfe~the March 6. The price 
ceiling for May was reduced 1. 3 cent s; fo!' Fove;1}(J'~r ~ 00 Scent: and for all 
other months, 1 eent per pour~d. Ceiling p:d.cec fur frozen yolks and whites 
also were reduced. 



Up 'td"Aj?ril 1, production.of frozen egg',Has r:ruch larger than a, year 
earlier and',;it6rage stocks increased r.e,lati:ve, to, last year. Stocks of frozen 
egg in tl;l.e' Uiiited States on April1l' t-16-re '~Lpercent smaller than ,a year earlier 
c6mpared'with a reduction of 23 percent'on~arch 10 In the first half of 
April the into-storage movewent of frozen 86g apparently was slightlY,larger 
than in l~te ,~arch and larger than in the first half of April 1942. 

, ,~;" I',' ~ • . , 
Dried Egg Pr0nuction 

.~~~---

Eg'g'd§!-Y3.r..g, facilities in the Uni ted, States have been expanded. several­
fold sinmP'the ~)t:gtnning of the lend-lease program in l31n., It is estimated 

, that present' capc.<}'Hy of t!18 e'gg drying industry, based on 2? hours of 
operation per day~""is 400 tlillion pounds annually. ' , 

-: J 

Al t:lough produ.6tion of eggs on fa:rms", in tl-:e UnUed States has been 
considerably la.rger 'than'last ~rea.l', t:le quantities of eggs going to .drying 
plants have been only model~ately larger, primarily because of tAe: WlJ?:r~cedentel 
cOJ;l,sumer demand for eggs. Consequently, dried egg production bas been con­
siil'erably below both the capacity of plants and t:le schedule needed to meet 
~itiinated requirements for the Army and Allied Nations~· ,Pa:oduction of dried • 
eg~:i;n March totaled' f23 .. 4 million pounds com~Jarecl with 2Q~!7 million' pounds 
i~.Tebruary 1943 anQ 19~7 million pounds in March ~942o ~poduction of dried 
egg i~ the first quarter of 1943 totaled 56.1 million ~o~s compared with 
45.0:lnillion pouncls 1n 't:le first quarter of 1942.. ' , ' 

. '. 
Through April ,17" .. tlW. ,:Qe..:partmen t of A,gricul ture had purchased, 

primarily for lend-lease, the following 'qwiht:H,ics ,of c'tl'oied egg for delivery 
through January 1944. Driecl egg also is purchaso4_:b;r t'i(~ military services. 

, , ' 
Purchases of dried ''1hole eggs b~T the Depa;rtmo'nt',' of': Agriculture, 

by months of delivery, through;April'17t, 1943 

-'---- ---'-- -'--- ---~ --
Year: Jan. ~ Fob. : Har.: Apr. : Nay : June: .;ruly·: Aug. : Sept.: Oct •• NOT.: Dec. 
___ • .,....---.-!. • • • • ~. 0". ... , __ e ___ _ 

:,1;000 1,000 1,000 1,000 ,1,000 1,000 1,.000' 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 
: pounds Dounds pounds potinds ~)oUl1ds pounds pounds p01).nds pouncls pounds pounds pounds • 
• 

1942:11,38912,92013,06213,402 18,323,11,52}'18,47119,229 19,20221,995 25,27715,768 
1943: 7,l53 20.12212,542'20,028 ·4,434 400 200 40 564 1,374 1,474 4,217 
1944:15,413 ' ''''-T '.-: ' 

I ~,~: > .. -:-

--.!.. --- ~. '~ -, -- --- -, -- -,.-- --- --~ --- --- -- --

~ Prices: Declined fTom Mid",VlD.rch to .' 
Mid-Apiil' , , 

, . . . 
vhl01esa1e egg prfces declined from, 1 to 3 cents following the issuance 

on March 23 of Food Distribution Ordor 40, restricting the storage of shell 
eggs for civilian purposes. Prices of eggs increased slightly during the 
first half of April and in the middle of tho month prices at Chicago "Jere 
about the same as in mid-r-iarch. Although pricos of ~li6h quality eggs at 
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New York advanced moderately during the first half of April, prices of most 
grades at that market were slightly lower than in mid-March. Wholesale 
prices of eggs in general in mid-April were from' 25 to :P percent higher than 
a year earlier. There has been little pressure on ceiling prices; frequently 
prices have been belo1.1J the maximum levels permitted by Maximum Price 
Regulat ion 333. 

Purcha~ Cont lnue Under 10-~ 
Program 

The Food Distribution Administration is continuing to purchase eggs 
for price supporting purposes in som~ Southern States. Under this 'program 
producers sell eggs at designated prices to dealers who have contracted for 
the resale of such eggs to the Food. 'Distribution Administration in lot.s as 
small as 10 'cases each~,: During March,' about 6,300 cases were purchased, making 
the combined total for February and li1arch about 11,000 cases • 

l'oultIT !,!arket~ Continue 
yery Small 

In specialized producing areas marketings of young chickens apparently 
have been larger than a year earlier. These birds have been sold and 
transported live out, of ':!,)roducing areas. This has been due in large part to 
the hig~ price ofl.ive birds reI at ive to dr~ssed birds '-in producing areas. 
The quantities dressed at country points have been considerably smaller than 
last year and many dressing plants' have closed dmro. A l~ge proportion of 
the live birds are bei.ng sold in new outlets, par~ly in cities near producing 
sections. As a result, the increase in total receipts of live birds at 
terminal markets has not been proportional to the increase in shipments of 
live birds out of prudu?ing areas~ 

:Because of the unusually £'avorable relat ionship between egg prices 
and feed prices, sales of fowl by farmers are continuing very small compared 
with last year.' During ll.\.arch, receiT,>t s of fowl at Midwest primary market s:. 
were only about 45 percent of the receipts in March 1942 and were by ~ar the 
smallest on record. These 'comparisons, however. probably overemphasize the 
reduction to some extent since many fowl no doubt are diverted to consumer 
channel s of trade before' reaChing packing plant s. 

Storage StOCks ·cif Poultry:Smallest 
Since 19li3 

Because of the unusually 'strong consumer demand for meats, net with­
drawals of poultry from storage have been very heavy. These withdra"/als 
suppleme~ted seasonally small marketings of freshly dressed poultry.· During 
March. stocks were reduced 43.6 million pounds compared with reductions of 39.4 
million pounds in Harch 1942 and 40.3 million pounds in February 1943. Mo st of 
the March 1943 decline was accounted for by reductions in holdings of ro~sterst 
fowl, and turkeys. On April 1, stocks of poultry were less than half as 
large as a year earlier and 36 percent below the 1932-41 average for that date. 



APRIL 1943 -8 -

Poult.ry PricesF~rm at Ceilings 

, Q.uot'atio'ns on all poultry itemsn'o"T under,:_ceilin~gs,continue at the 
maximum price Tevels permitted by Office of Price A.dministr~tion regulations. 
The Offic~'of Price A.dmini stration is currently, engaged in a campaign to wipe 
out the "black market" which has developed in some marketing areas. Under 
Amendment 6 to Ma~mum Price Regulation 269. issued March 20, ceilings were 
removed from prices of guineas, pigeons, and. squabs. Prices of these items 
have, increased moderately in recent weeks. " ;,.: 

Ma,jor Revisions Made in Ceiling Prices 
for ,Poultry' 

" The Off'ice of Price Administration issued on April 22 Amendment 8 to 
Revised l~ximum Price Regulation 269, making major revisions in the schedule 
of ceiling prices and simplifying the order 'generally to facilitate en!orce­
mente Through this amendment the'Office of price Administration established: 

'f(l) uniform prices for several different poultry items ... 
(2) f.o.b. pricing for sales of live poultry at country shipping 

points, 'giving ail 'buyers the same ceiling at any given point 

(3) a wider differential bet~",een prices of live and dressed birds 
, designed to:' cover normal and actual dressing costs . .. . . ' , 

'(4) an allowance for truckers who haul live poultry to city:markets, 
, ranging: from 3/4 cent to 2 cents per pound, depending on the 
'distanCe hauled 

, 

• 

Poultry producers shall use the same base price ceilings established 
for the nearest city, to~"'n, village, or hamlet. Ceiling prices for dressed 
poultry at sUch point s are calculated in cent s per pound by taking the price 
for the a:ppropriaiie basing point andmBking the adjustment for freight to 
the city or town nearest the producer. T:q.e, differential behreen prices of • 
live and dressed poultry items at such points is the same as at the basing 
points. To enabl~ live poultry truckers to,bid for poultry at the farm 
level on about equal terms with country dressing plants, truckers are allo~"ed 
designated amounts per'pound, depending on the distance hauled. Such 
allowances are permitted only on live poultry and may oe passed on as part 
of the wholesalers' or retailers' base price for live poultry. 

In the following table revised maximum base prices ::-)r Grade "A" 
poultry at New York Oity are compared with previous ceilings. 
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:Broilers 

.. ; 

Item 

, 
................ e, _." •• 

Fryers •.....• '.' ..•..•..•.•. : 
Light roasters .•.•.•.•..•.• : 
Heavy roasters' ••••••. ~ . : 
Light capons ~ ••.•.•.••. : 
Heavy capons ••.....•... : 
Light fowl •.•..•..... , .. : 
Medium fowl •••.•..•. : •• : 
Heavy fO'wl .••••...•...•• : 
Light st 869 ••••.•..••.. : 
Heavy stBE;3 •........•.. : 
Light old roasters ..... : 
Heavy old roas'iiers •....• 

Ducks, all weight s 

28.0 
29.5 
32.5' 
34,,5 
~.(6" 5 
37.5 
2h oO 
2('.0 
2/,0 
2/ 0 5 
z'9.0 
1900 
20.0 

. __ -tp:dc~ _._:_ :Qx'ice __ ._. 

28,,5 
28·5 
28.5 
28,,5 
23.5 
32 ,0 
25,,0 
25.0 
25.0 
21.0 
21.0 
21.0 
21.0 ( !") 'r )' 
.~') 

'24.0'/ 
."./ 

Cents Gents . 

32.0 
33·5 
'36.5 
38·5 
1.:0.5 
4L5 
28.0 
31.0 
31.0 
31 .. 5 
33.0 
23·0 
24.0 

35.0 
35.0 
35.0 
35.0 
3500 
38.0 
31.0 
31.0 
31.0 
26~5 
26.5 
26.5 
26.5 

27.0 
~~- ---~ ---- ----- -'---- --- -----~ .. ~/_'--- ---- ----- ----- -- --

Ceiling Trices for mo at dra'Nn, quick .. ·frozen eviscerated, kosher-killed 
and kosher-dress8 l i ani plucked poult!"y it8illS also were changed. 

A differen"::ial behreen live and dressed duc.k~:· was established in an 
effort to disconrage farln sales of live ducks and consequent los.s of many 
f.eathers. Most oJ.' the ducks produced 'on large-scale duck f~ms usually have 
been dressed on the farms. The dressed ducks and feathers have been sold 
s~parately by fa!"mers. 

For broilers unG.sr 2-1/4 pouno.s Ii ye and 2 pounds dref~sed,' which are 
produced, dressed, and ~onsumed in the States of 'vashington, Oregon, 
California, Neva4a, and Arizona, the regulation pro~i~es maximUm prices of 
~ and 38 cents, respectively. ., 

Income . .D:2E Poul t:!Y and !g~§. Totaled 
1. 6 :B~ll ion ~vllars ln !9_1!.2 . 

Prq.duction of "}gg's 1'1 the United Sts.tes in 1942 ,~as 15 percent larger 
than in 1941. Q]J[-1.ilti~ies c:msl1.med en fL-l:r,~s, ho"7ever, 'were slightly smaller 
in 1942 than in :' :3~1, ",d, th ~.h.~ reslll t th;:.;t total sales of e€:gs'\ll,ere about 
20 percent 1arg3r tha:c.. in 19/·l lc The 8 V E!1',,ge p::'.ce per dozen receivedq.y 
farmers was 27 percent high.;>:.:" in 1942 tl'-::i1 ., n lS;i~ L Inc:i .. eD.~ed prices" . 
together with larE8r p.alcs, t::SX'ried tokl.l. :;3.sl"l . .:.~rm :income from eggs in 1942 
to 1:001 milliO::l (blla~'s compared. i'i'i th (;7> ;nillLc,.o.. c.c~ 1 ars :l.~ 1941 1::md a 
previous record. hj.gh of 781 ~ilJ.:lon do] j .;"-:., in )~;2(j. I::'l the f'i~f:':.i quarter 'of 
1943·sal es of 'est§;S by farmerswero m1).ch j QT'ge:t t.(,[;ill a year earlier and prices 
were substantially higher. A IIIQ.ch higher record income from eggs will be 
established in 1943. 
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, ,Cas.h f.~p1 i~.<?~Ill~ fE9Y1: __ C!hickens. exclusive of comm~~ci~l' b~oilers, 
.totaled 346.millio:n ... <;!.o;Lla.:!"_§l ... in ) .. ~42. comPared 'with 245 millIon doilars' "fn 
1941. In 1942 income; from bra-Hers totai~d 1'38 -million dol,l0-I.'s and from 
turkeys 145 million. . Incomef.t'om 1:.hese .items in 194L the ure'Tious record 
year twas 93 ·;rd:lJ..~.·~n:"and 98 -'pHlion'd.oliars, rt;ls}::;;0t·lvG'ly:L. Cash fe}m i'ncome 
from sales of the poult:::-y arlCe i:igg product G enuml?rated. ivas 1,630 million 
dollars in 1942,;.~- compared ""Uri 1,095 mill:tQn dolJ,.~l;'s.:i,.~ J..9LJ.1. , _ 

(. , ( ... ~ 
., OUTLOOK 

EACKGItQUlJ~o- In rec:ent years many ~ommerci?-l. h9-t~l-;t~J;'ies 
have i·ner-Gazed the sales of sexed day-olt;l cht0~~: . ~h~,s, 
developlnEi''..t followed irr~royem€nt of t~le t echniqu_e 0-I).d. 
efficieney of the s,exing procedure and a.r-o't're~r9(;)j;lq.iI).g· 
increase in farmersl~: . demands for,:~uch chi<;4:s, . E?~1?e9t&l.ly 
for sexed pullets. '_'.Sexing has iI1Cj~eased::p~rticu+ai+y for: 
lif'~:.)t bre:-eds, since.'su~h b'1.rQ,s a;r,\il less li\3s~~able for meat 
pu:rpo ses,. a..."ld people. r'<::..~, ~::'E£; .L 19ht breed~ _ ?-re primarily 

. in'~- ,,~·.:;:steGi. in produc;i. ng ege')' 

Lar,se~Ti..'fub8rS of c.ay-:-:old coc~~:ereJ,:p <..f light br6€'ds, 'particularly leg- .• 
)lor~, , Ul?ll'3,!,l:}/ .8,re killed dur ln6 Iv1arch and Lpril because of the small demand 
for such 'biJ.'·ds. This year. however, prices 'of 8~n young chickeris"a,.r~ favorabl( 

. :·.rel"attve ;t'o'f,-eedcosts and relative~y fe,>! day-·old. cockerels_ are being killed." 
.. :, ." .\.'.' 

Unprecedented Dema"ld for Hatchery 
;. Chie:ks:Con:t:inue.g .... , '.i: ,: 

.. - :.:-~.\ ' . . .... , .. 
i 

': :Relat'ive :to corresponding periods ·~nother years, the egg':"feed price 
ratio has~ 'become increasingly favorable i14 the last f.el>! months..As, a: r.esult t 

farmers I demand for baby' chicks apparently has become. ye,ry strong. '. On April 1 
the number of chicks booked for later delivery was 75 percent larger than a 
y'ea'r:'earlier, wi-t-hmost of the increase.' in the :illast an\i South. In the West 
North Central_Stat'es the number bookedt,ras 2 percent above the record of a 
yea.r~ ago. 

The number of chicks hatched during' March wa~ 13 perc~nt\~ger than a. 
year earlier and 45 percent larger than the 193&-·42 average fO.r that .month. 
In the first 3 months of thi s year about 63 million more chicks~were hatched 
than in the corresponding period of 1942. ' The number of eggs set during 
,MarCh was 11 percent larger than the. number set in that month last year. 

The 'output ·.of turkey poults .by commercial hatcheries 81'so has been much 
larger tb!',~ last year. Orders on hand April 1 were substantially larger than 
year . earl i er • 

Record Poultry Supplies in Prospect 
fo.r Second.2 Months of ~ 

The large numbers-or pouiLtl;y:;on':i.,a,rw..s plus the prospective numbers of 
chickens being raised this year indicate that su},)pii,es of poultry meat in 1943 
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as a whole will be by far the largest on record. Young chickens from the 
major hatc~·J.ing season, ho'!!ever, are not marketed in volume u'1.til after July 1-
Sales of fowl aJ. so re&.:h the ,hishest level after July 1. Hence, the pros-pec-
tive increaE'e jn S1l9pliAS will s},),')"r up mostl~T in t'le second half of the year. 
The number of :ruJ.] et 0 b'C'ing r:"i :oed tnt:3 ';l8a:r is la:::-ge relat iva to laying­
nouse capacity. ConseC!'l:..cntly, seles 0:: fo~rl this con:ins fell probably will be 
by ffU' the largest on Y'E:.cord. 

Prices to -producers ar(=! likely to eontin'~e much higher tb.an a year 
earlie:::- 8.nd favorable relat.i\Tfl to feed prices. tiitl. the possible exception of 
pea~{: marketing :period.s, :pd.cero reee:' ved b:r farm8r s 1'0:'- chickens are likely to 
cont:i.nue at ceiling levels. 

CondHions FayorQ.'ble for Continue(i 
"--1ar~-~- Cutv;~·~ -. -.-- --

The reletlonsl1ip between egg priceq aCld feed u:rices is like::'y t.., con­
tinue very favorable throllgh the cor.1:l.ng SUlllffi3r. T~lis will enc::lurage farmers 
to continue 0\.1.11 ing li,,;l:tly ?..rd. feed their laye:;.·s as \vell a:3 a-railable feed 
sup-plies I,rill pe!'mit. .Altho'.lgh su-pplies of :.ligh-'Prote~n feed.s are snort in 
some 10c81 itios, the r,':)cord sup:)li:'ls in ge::1eral a:pparontly R1'e fairly well 
d.istributed. 

The rate of egg production 1)er 'hir"c i'~ the 'jni ted St::>_tes as a whole is 
continuinc~ to be the highest on record.. ~he t Toni in nu:nberq of IRyers and 
in egg prod.uction in t~le last fe',/ ::nonthE' of 1943, .nOi,r€;v.sr, will de?end con­
siderably on the outcoine of this yeg,r I s feed crops. 'lkless crop yields are 
again unusually good. tr..e feed s12.pi!.Y situation '~'illbe tight in 1943-44. 

• 

Egg production w·::'11 reach a ;)ea:c i''1 early 1I>J.ay and. "'rill then decline 
seasonally until thz low:point for the year is rp8.cj'.ei i:::1 i\;ov€·mber. During 
this reriod the consumer demand for eggs will grow pro€ressively stronger. 
Altho'l!gh civilian slJ.ppli.es of egr~s ·:)1'o·ol3,bly ,-rill be large:- than a year earlier_ • 
thrOUGhout 194), the sen,sonal d.ecline :ro:n the spriI'.€" })cak to the fall low 
point will much more than offset th3 effects of tr:8. ~e9.~onal increase in 
ceiling prices on the qUf>ntities CO;:15Uiller3 i'lQuld like to pv.!'chase with their 
reco:'d large incomes. Hence the c,Eulrnd is lL<:ely to eyceea. tr~e supply 
durin@; the !'lecond half of the year Rlld the margir-. i~ l:.kely to '-Tiden as the 
end of 1943 is apuroached • 

• 

In the following table, d.ata on proCiu.ction a..'1d consu!lJ?tion of turkeys 
are given. Compe.:::-able data for chi~kens and. eggs "Jere publi 3hed in the l~arch 
issue of this report. ~he aV9rage ",eight per turkey slaughtered in 191t2 WgS 

cO:::1siderably heavier than in 1941. The total ~essed weight of turkeys 
slaughtered was 497 million pounds in 1942, compared with 467 million pounds 
a year ea.'l:l ier. 
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Th~ 'goal for turkeys for 1943 Call$for ~'he s1a~hter:o:i ~60mil1ion 
pounds dressed weight. 12.7 percent more than was, sl~1,lghter~i\ in 1942. In 
early February, farmers indicated th8.t they intend to raise 12 percent more 
poults this year than la~t. To accomplish this objective, however, turkey 
eggs will have to be used. more efficiently than t'h~Y W~Ife last" year. since 
the number of breed.er hens on farms January 1 was 1 percent s~11er than on 
the same date a year earlier. 

Turkeys, dressed weight 1/: Consumption in the United States, 
total and per capita, 1935-39 averages. 1940-42 

-- --- Cold-Co1d- : . : . 
Year 

Turkey storage :Imports!storage: 
:production:sto~ks at: JI :stocks: 

gj ;beginning: :at end : 

-- ____ !_of year_._· _ ~f year: 
Million Million Million Million 
pounds pounds pounds pounds 

1935-39 average 350 24 
~ 31 

1940 482 52 61 
1941 5.1 467 
1942 51 497 

y 91 percent of live weight. -- -­
~I Sales plus consumption on farms. 
3/ Exports not reported separately. 

ConSUmPtion 

Total Per 
capita 

Million 
pounds Pounds 

343 2.7 
474 3.6 
.ltjj:- 3.6 
..49Q 3·8 

BJ Less than 500,000 pounds. 
31 Complete data not published for 1941 and 1942; consumption figures apply 
only to civilian population. 

FEED SUPPLIES AND PRICES 

The productlon of four feed grains in 1943 may be about 11 percent 
smaller than in 1942, if farmers carry out their March 1 intentions and 
yields are about the same as the average for the past few years. Withlive­
stock number's increasing, the 1943-44 supply of feed grains may be 10 to 15 
percent smaller in relation to the number of livestock on farms than the 
supply this year. This may occur even though supplies of feed from 1943 
production are supplemented by quantities withdrawn from reserve stocks of 
feed grains, increased imports of grain from Canada, and larger quantities of 
domestic wheat and rye for feed. 

The strong demand for feed during the first quarter of 1943 resulted 
in a 14 percent greater disappearance of corn than in the first quarter of 
1942, and in a 23 percent greater disappearance of oats. Total stocks of 
corn and oat s on April 1 ~Jere about 6 percent larger than on that date in 
1942. The carry-over of corn next October 1 probably will not exceed 500 
million bushels and, if the present rate of disap~earance relative to 1941~42 
is ccntinued, the carry-over will be below 500 million bushels. 
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The announce:nent released by the Office of Price Administration 

• 

April 14, ~roviding for an increase in the current ceiling en corn prices to 
the seasonal cei::'ing hi<;:h point. permitted cash corn prices to advance 5 cents 
pe~ b,?shel, or to ;;)1,.07 for No. 2 Ye~i.o\' corn at Chicago. Prices of oats and 
Darley advar. ced 2 to 5 cent s per bU'3hol cu:;:i'1.g March. Prices of 'W}l9at mi11-, 
:f'ee;i,.g a~1d' cJ 1 of the hlg21.-proJ~ein f·Jeds a!'E' 'lt the ceilings, with supplies 
of these feeds ina~equat3 to meet fully the continued strong demand. 

• 
, Se188 of Govern:Jent.,..o"meo. "rheat, recently made available for sale at 

the p87':i~y I nee C'f corn. havp. l''3en about as large as per:uit',~ed by transporta­
tion and m.)'I,-:'1g f~(dlidAs. i:t ;10'.,' seems ;?:,:obac:::'e that the F-ntir'3 QU::l.'1tity 
(100 mHli0!' 'ous]-,c 1. £'~ a"c1.thori c;eu. by Cong:. 3=38 for sale as feed. wheat will be 
sold l;1 .Tu.'.:; 1. 

'.'1~1e p'Jern.:"t8 :;?ri-::e paid by farmerc i,r. the 'Jnitec. states for lA-ying T:.99h 
in miC'-~'I,' ('",,'> 1;J3,S ~,~.12 per 100 pounds ccr::,u.:,red with $3.07 in Febr"-".ary 1943, 
a,nd.~2,,33 ':'n Marc~l 1942. 
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