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The into-storage movementforshell eggs has been considerably smaller than.a year earlier 
for several weeks. In mid-May stocks of shell eggs were only moderately larger than in mid-May 
I ast year and a substant i a I part of these were ear-marked for dry i ng at a future date. Frozen 
egg production has been by far the largest on record so far this season primarily because of the 
demands for drying next fall and winter. 
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PERIOD AVERAGE )lARtH APltIL J(ARCB APlllL 1 E!~':B1t 
Number of layers on fanns • • • • • • • • 
Number of eggs laid per hen • • • • • • • 
Total fann production of eggs. • • • • • 
Stocr;s, eggs U. s.: 1 

Shell. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
Frozen • • . • . • • . . . • . 
Total. . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . 

Purchases, eggs, USDk 
Dried:! • • •• • •••••••••• 
Shell, di rect • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

Dried egg production • • • • • • • • • • 
COOII1ercial hatchery operations: 

Eggs set • • • • • • • • •. • • • • 
Chicks hatched • • •• ••••••• 

Receipts: 
Poultry, dressed, four' markets •••• 
Poultry, live, Chicag03 •••••••• 
Poultry, live, New YorkS ••••••• 
Poultry, live, Midwest, per plant. • 
Fowl (hens), live, Midwest, per plAllt. • 

StockS, poultry: 1 
Broilers • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
Fryers . . . . . . • • . . • . . . . . 
Roasters •••••••••••••• 
Fowls (hens) ••••••••••••• 
Turkeys. • • •• •••••••••• 
Ducks. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
Miscellaneous AIld unclassified • • • • 
Total poultry ••••••••••••• 

Prices received by fanners: 
Eggs, per dozen. • • • • • • • • • • • 
Eggs, parity price per dozen ••••• 
Eggs, percentage of parity •••••• 
Chickens, per ponnd. • • • • • • • • • 
Chickens, parity price per pound • • • 
Chickens, percentage of parity •••• 
Turkeys, per pound • • • • • • • • • • 
Turkeys, parity price per pound •••• 
All fann commodities 11910-1~100} •• 
Chickens and eggs fl910-1~100}. •• 

Wholesale prices, Chicago: 
Eggs, current receipts, per dozen ••• 
Live heavy hens, per pound •••••• 
Live broilers, per pound ••••••• 
Live roasters, light, per pound •••• 
Live roasters, heavy, per pound. • •• 

Cash fann income: 
Total rnarketin~s • • • • • • • • • • • 
Poultry and egg'" ••••••••••• 

Price ratios: 
Chicag~, Broiler-f·eed •••••••• 
Chicago, Light Roaster-feed. • • • • • 
Fann, egg-Jeea ••• ••••••• 
Fann, chicken-feed • • • • • • • • • • 
Fann, turkey-feed •••••••••• 

Feed cost per cwt., fa"" poultry: ratioD •• 
iiholesale food prices 11985-39=100) ••• 
Retail food prices (1985-39=100) •••• 
Prices paid by fanners· iacluding interest 

and taxes (1910-14=100) • • • • •• • 
Retail prices (BLS): 

Roasters, dressed, per pound • • • • • 
Eggs, strictly fresh, per dozen • • • • 

Nonagricultural employeesl compensation 
(1935-39=100) ••••••••••••• 

](iLlion 
lfJllber 
](H. case 

19'2~41 
1982-41 
1932-41 

299.9 
16.54 
18.77 

1,000 cas~ 1982-41 3,676 
1,000 case 1982-41 2,172 
1 ,000 cas~ 1932-41 6,848 

](i L lb. 
l,nOO ·case 
]iil •. Lb. 

](i Hion 
Hi Ilion 

Hi L. Lb. 
Oa.r 
Car 
1,000 Lb. 
1,000 lb. 

Hi L Zb. 
Nil. lb. 
Hi L. lb. 
Ni L. lb. 
Nil. lb. 
NiL lb. 
Nil. Lb. 
NiL lb. 

-Oent 
Cent 
Percent 
Oent 
Oent 
Percent 
Oent 
Oent 
Inaex no. 
Index no. 

Cent 
Cent 
cent 
Cent 
cent 

Xi Z. dol. 
Nil. doL 

Lb. feed 
Lb. feed 
Lb. feed 
Lb. feed 
Lb. feed 
DoHar 
Index no. 
Ind.ex no. 

Index no. 

cent 
Oent 

,Index no. 

1982-41 
1987-,1 
1987-41 
1982-41 
1982-41 

1982-41 
1932-41 
1982-41 
1982-41 
1982-41 
1988-41 
1932-41 
1982-41 

1982-41 
1982-41 
1982-41 
1982-41 
1982';41 
1982-0&1 
193'1-41 
198'1-41 
1982-41 
1982-41 

1932-41 
lU7-41 
1937-41 
1987-41 
1987-41 

198f-41 
1937-41 

1937-41 
1987-41 
1932-41 
1982-41 
1987-41 
1982-41 
1982-41 
1982-41 

1982-41 

1982-41 
1982-41 

1982-41 

16.9 
826 
ho 

9.04 
1.89 

6.1 
5.6 

14.8 
9.2 

19.9 
1.1 

12.0 
67.6 

15.'1 
21.5 
'12 
14.0 
14.5 
fI.& 
15.4 
18. '1 
U 
8'1 

16 •. 6 
17.9 
22.1 
22.8 
24.1 

5'12 
'12 

16.4 
19.2 
13.8 
12.'1 
12.4 
1.19 

91.5-
96.1 

12'1 

30.5 
27.8 

96.0 

lEnd of month. Frozen eggs converted to case equivalent. 

2Includes purchases for future delivery. 

SCar equivalent of receipts by freight, truct and expres~ 

855.1 
15.5 
15.80 

1, '198 
2,864 
4,662 

26.'1 
88 
19.' 

898.4 
2U.8 

19.6 "8 US 
6.25 
6.02 

8.6 
9.5 

24.3 
24.5 
U.8 
1.'1 

26.8 
189. '1 

26.8 
26.4 
98 
18.0 
17.1 

lOS 
19.9 
31.6 

146 
130 

21.0 
22.8 
2 •. 6 
24.9 
21.2 

901 
119 

14.4 
U.S 
15.5 
10.8 
12.0 

1.66 
121.5 
i18.6 

150 

85.' 
39.7 

170.0 

848.3 
17.49 
16.68 

4,688 
4,258 
8,8U 

66.8 
21 
22.5 

US.S 
388.4 

.22.4 
307 
578 

6.82 
4.84 

6.7 
5.1 

U.8 
17.7 
85.5 
1.4 

16.8 
96.'1 

25.6 
28.6 
96 
1$.4 
!'t.2 

10'1 
19.8 
21.7 

160 
131 

27.9 
21.1 
24.9 
26.8 
28.3 

982 
184 

14.6 
14.8 
16.3 
11. 1 
11.9 
1.67 

124.8 
119.6 

151 

86.7 
89.4 

1'14.6 

410.6 
15.7~ 
17.95 

1,286 
2,645 
6,881 

14.0 
6 

28.4 

Ul.a 
277.6 

18.8 
U8 
786 

2.79 
2.18 

8.1 
4.1 

10.6 
10.9 
19.0 
0.'1 
9.& 

58.1 

84.0 
28.4 

120 
28.6 
18.4 

128' 
38.7 
28.2 

182 
171 

85.9 
26.0 
27.0 
81.5 
38.5 

1,803 
199 

13.8 
16.5 
11.7 
12.2 
14.9 

1.92 
136.8 
137.4 

161 

46.8 
50 •• 

223.8 

898.9 
17.08 
18.69 

6,214 
4,589 

10,808 

70.8 
8 

28.8 

478.7 
313.6 

8.9 
66 

880 
8.U 
2.59 

1.9 
2.0 
4.7 
6.6 

11.5 
0.6 
6.0 

38.2 

88.7 
28.6 

118 
24,6 
18.6 

183 
38.8 
28.8 

186 
173 

85.4 
25.5 
27.1 
30.4 
31.9 

18.0 
14.6 
16.8 
12.3 
14.4 

2.00 
L37.0 

162 

115 
98 

112 

134 
108 
121 

124 
38 

126 

111 
111 

41l 
18 

145 
50 
54 

33. 89 
30 
37 
32 
43 
38 
34 

132 
107 

lU 
107 

145 
107 
123 
ISZ 

127 
121 
109 
120 mi. 
141) 
167 

89 
99 

110 
III 
121 
120 
110 
116 

107 

130 
127 

182 
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Summary 

Egg production in the United States has passed the yearly peak and 

",ill decline until the seasonal low in November. But, because of the much 

,larger number of layers on farms, it is likely that egg production will 

continue considerably larger than in corresponding months last year through 

the s~~ner and early fall. Although the number of chickens raised this 

year for flock replacement probably will be from 10 to 15 percent larger 

~ than in 1942, the number of layers kept for the 1943-44 laying season will 

depend a great deal on the outcome of this year 1 s feed crops. 

In rocent Neeks the egg'-feed price relationship has been the most 

favorable on record. This favorable relationship has resulted in an 

~mprecedented demand for baby chicks as well as lighter than usual culling 

of leyin~ flocks by farmers, and has encouraged farmers to feed as well as 

foed supplies permit. Despite the limitation on the protein content of 

laying mashes, the rate of egg production per bird has continued about the 

• same as a year earlier and above average. 

Egg production during April Nas 12 percent lexger than in April 1942. 

Much of the increase went into current c9nsumption, since tho net-into-

storc,~e movement of all eg~s and Qu,.'mtities used for drying and hatching 

'~,ere only mo·ier['tely larger th['.n in April last year. With stored shell eggs 

limited l&rgely to Gove~~ent uses, supplies of eggs for civilians next fall 

['no. ,~inter will be considerably belm" current levels though perhaps as large 

as ? ;Vct'.r earlier for the N&tion [,,8 c \"hole. Price ceilings for eggs are 

scheduled to i~creaso 7 to 15 cents per dozen from June to November, 

dop0nding on gr8.de. ~fuolesale prices of current receipts at Chicago i~ 
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mid-May were about 1 cent higher than in mid .. April. The United States 

average price receivec. by farmers in mid-April was 33.7 cents per dozen 

compared with 25.6 cents in mic\-Apri1 1942. 

Receipts of live poultry at Midwest primary markets are increasing 

_~easonally but have been considerably smaller than in corresponding weeks 

1a.st year. Since this reduction has occurred. despite a larger disappearance 

of layers from farms than le.st year, it appears that local consumption in 

the Midwest is much 1axger than it was a yea.r a.go. Sales of young chickens 

from specialized producing areas heve been much heavier than a year earlier 

but supplies in 8~1 in2rkets have been considerably short of demand. Stor2.ge • 

sto cks of poultry on L;ay 1 were the lowest since 1918. Transactions in 

poultry ha.ve been completed at ceiling prices or E'.bove. The Office of 

Price Administrction is taking steps to wipe out illegal practices in all 

pa.rts of t~1.e country 1]711e1'e poultry ceiling prices have been exceeded. 

REYIEJ OF RECENT IJ.EVELOPHENTS 

Januaxy-AEril ~ Production 15 Percent 
Lar ger Than §: !~~ E8X li er 

-- May 20, 1943 

The decline in number of layers from Januaxy to April this year was 
proportionately the SEille as a ~Ye8r e8.rlier -- 7 percent compared with the 
1932-41 cverage of 9 percent. The reduction in numbers, however, was 
12rger then 2 year ee.rlier and v"a.s e.-Oout the seIDe as avera.ge. The disappear
ance of layers from flocks from Harch to l\.pril was considerably larger than a 
year earlier. Unusually attractive prices t.hrough IIblack !TIarketsll for 
poul try may have been a factor in causing the grea.ter reduction in numbers of 
fowl this yeex. The laxger decline from March to A:pril this year than last 
probably is to some e~:teut the result Qf delayed culling. 

The number of layers on farms· during April was 14.7 percent laxger 
than in April last yee-r. The increase in number of layers was offset in 
p2rt -oy 2. 2 percent lower rate of egg production per bird. Egg production 
on farms in the United States in Anril "78.S 12 percent larger than a year 
earlier. Nevertheless, nroduction- for the first 4 months was 15 percent 
larger than in the corre~ponding period of 1942. 

: ~ .. 

• 
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Production of eggs on fari.!1s for the Uni teo. States as a whole rec.cheo. 
the ~Tearl;r peak d.uring .Arril. Receipts of egGs· at Hid"Test primary Dla.:rkets 
have been declining . sinc:e the se60nd week of .april •. In the Nor~heast and 
Pa.cHic Coe.st AXe-Cl.S r·'c>.rketings he.ve been declining since the third Vleek in 
March and first week in $:oi1, respectively. Compared with a yeer earlier, 
receipt~ at prim~.ry marl:ets in all parts of the NBtion have declined during 
the l~:tst few '.'Toeks. This IDc\Y indicate ·A.n increa,sed movement of eg:<>;s bypassinf 
these 2~se:':1bly poi11tS into'. consumption nea!' produ<irng areas, si11ce the
increese in egg produ.ction over a year ago probably is being maintained. 

':'ot91 Stocks of Eggs on M80'l 21 Percent ___ ~_ w_ .~ .... __ __ ._ 
L!='Ir.e:er Than e, Year Ea.rlier __ .L~_ . ___ ~ __ ._ 

The net into-store,ge movement of shell eggs apP8,rently has been 
necliningsince the tliddla of April; the net in-rlovement !-lflS be8n considerably 

'smaller them a yeC',r earlier for' severa.l weeks~ But. because of the relpti'l;rely 
18Tge qucnti ties [',tored duri ns February a.lld March. total stocks of shell eggs 
in the United Sb,te'3 on ;,1ay 1 Tere ,)4 ;Jercent (1.6 million cases) larger than 
on M2Y 1 lest ;)tee.r. In mid-:·.18Y sto;ks of shell eggs at 35 markets weTe 6 
-percent 18rger then in l:1id-Fa;r 19~·2. 

The redt'.cerl into-storar;e movement· for shell eg~s for the past several 
c~ree~~s reflects the strong conSU'l1er demE',nd ancl t.he issuance on ?·farch 22 of 
Food. DistritutiO::l Orele!' 40, ''!hich od~inally pro'Vided teat all ~hell eggs in 
stornge on ?';a.;,' 31 s~all be S8t esirle for Govern:J18nt uses ~mcl oi str:i.bution and 
the.t after Hay 31 no. 8i+t::;ll eggs msy be stored except for Govcrn1:1ent account, 
directly in shell i'ol-m or yiB dried egg crmtre.cts, unless p~r:ni tted by the 
Direc\or of Food Di stribu:tion. 

Amenrlill'?nt 1 to Food Distribution Oro.er 40, which became effective 
MeW 20, provided: (1) Th3,t all shell ergs in storage on }.1ay 20, 1943 
(instead of May 31 as originally stipulatec:) shall be cet 'a,siue and held for
o.eli very to 8 governmental agency or' to a ccrying firm havin~ contracts for ' 
sE.les of dried egc to ,go'vernme:lt21 2genci,:~s; (2) that no shell eggs ma¥ be 
pl2.ced. in .st.or&ge after May 20, unless such she~l eggs are storec1· for' US? in. 
fulfi11nent of a. contro.ct. fo!' the s&le of dried'1Hho1e ef.'g to c;, COY3tnmentc:..l 

. 2,-~~mcy; (3) t~12.t efter June 15. 1943 no l"11ell e.gc;s'·;hs.:.i-1;)e ·rEt-~~j"i80. fit 
'ston,ge by r'n ·owner otller than a Gov.e!'nmp.n~ ,-,-geney unless Sl:C~l 0f:~s are 
being heli pursuant to [' contract eY-ec'),ted. prior to .JU11':' l~, ~.!'j'+". ',:j.th a· 
govern,.18nt8:1 E'[8l1CY for the sc..le of dried w1101e eggs; U!,) tha.t·[>'si.::->gle 
lTworkinc; i~\'e'lto'~;;" T.1ey be stored. 2t eAch ;>10.ce of bt:sin.ess <:',Yl8r.' C'~' leased 
b;,' a h8:'ldlcr, -wh3re shell eggs :lre h[>11Jlecl ... '. The termnworki!l~~ ::.·'ji.':,r.-.::ol'Y" 
me8.ns 600 C2ses of 3hell eggs or 8 percent of all sf'l.ell e,";.gs LL.·J.-··!. 1;);V a 
hE·ndler Gt c ple,ce of business during the pt:,riod from June 1, lS'<, I;') 

August 3°,1942, inclusive, 1lI!hichever is the grE)'6,tor; (5) th::tt. tile, ':"(~lr F00d 
Administra.tion .sh2.1l purchase all s:1611 esf:s off·ered to it b;y' fi.:;:mf; havinG 
morG egi~s in storege th2.n specified by the orcler. Such purchases will be 
m-o.e und,er Food Distribution Ad.'l1inistration purchase 8.-.'1n0uncement 1470 at 
no more then the ppplicable ceiline; prices est[';D~ished by the Office of 
Price Administration. 
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Food Distribution Orde~ 41, also issued on March 22, provided that 
lio.uid and frozen egg production by any person or firm in the United States 
in 1943 for Government A.ccoun~ or for pur:Poses ·')ther than drying, shall not 
exceed the quantities produced in the see.senal year 1942 and l'.sed for pur
poses other than drying. In tl1.e calend.2.r year 1942 <,.bout 154 million pounds 
of fro zen egg anti egg products apparently V!e:te used for purpo ses oU.er them 
drying. Of tl1.e 347 million pounds of liquid egg used in drying in the 
calendar year 1942, 112.4 million pounds were from storage shell eggs, 115. B 
million pounds from fro~en eggs and 61B.6 million ~ounds from fresh snell 
eggs. A considerable paxt of the 172 ;!lillion pounds of frozen egg in the 
Uni ted States on May 1 was earmarked for drying later in the yea::. During 
the first 4 lilonths of 19~-3, 160 million pounds of frozen egg were produced 
compared ';vi th 118 million pounds in the corresponding period last year. 
Data on the into-storage movement of frozen egg indicate that· the ratB of 
increase over a year earlier "."las maintainea.. during the first half of May. 

Dried Egg Production Increased 
from Ivi82ch to April 

Production of dried egg in 'April totaled 28.3 million pounds compared • 
wi th 23.4 million pounds in March and 22.5 million pow-ids in April 1942. 
Production of dried egg in the first 4 months of 1943 totaled B4.5 million 
pounds comyared with 67.6 million p~uhds in the corresponding period last year. 

Offerings of dried eggs for sale to the Department of Agriculture 
increased somev:hat in April and early May, but offerings bave been heaviest 
for the delivery months in late fall imd winter when prices will be relatively 
more favorable. The monthly distribution of purchases throU?'l M.ay 15 B>re 
gi ven in the follOwing table. 

Purchases of dried whole eggs by the Department of Agriculture, by 
months of delivery, through May 15, 1943 

.- : : : : : : : : : : : -. 
Yea.r; Jan. : Feb. : Mar ... Apr_: Hay .: June : July: Aug. :Sept.: Oct. ; Nov.: Dec. 

:1,001) 1,000 1,0CO 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 
:J?ounds f)ounds :pounds :pounds :poUnds pounds Eounds :pounds Eounds Eounds pounds pounds . 

1942; llt38912~ 920 13,06213,40213,32317,523 18,47119,22919,20221,995 25,27715,768 
191;'3: 7,15320,12212,54221,40016,677 6,303 796 280 1,234 5,015 10,44229.232 

1944:2h,343 _ -- ----- --- ------ ------------
On Hay 15, 1943 the Food Distribution Administration announced tlo..a,t 

until further notice dried egg "!ould be purcha8ed for next December and 
Jal1.uary delivery only from firms whose individual tot.al offerings for each 
of those 2 months QO not exceed deliveries to the Food Distribution 
Administration in April and riiay, respectively. 

:ill.":€; Prices Incre2>sed Slightly ~ 
Mi'i-Apri1 to Mid";'!iay 

iT!loles2~e prices of eg8.:s at termine..l ma1"kets increased somewhat in 
late April and in the first "Jeeks of Uay. Although prices of some gr2.des 



• 

• 

PES-77 ~7-

declined ~n the second week of the month,prices of eggs in general in mid~ay 
were slightly higher tr~ in mid-April. The aV€Tage price received by farmers 
for eggs in the United States in mid~April was 33.7 cents per dozen compared 
with 25.6 cents a year earlier. 

Through Amendment 5 to Maximum Price Regulation 333 issued on May 4, 
the Office of Price Administration announced ceiling prices that may be 
charged Government agencies for eggs of Wholesale Grades. Cents-per-dozen 
ceilings were established to cover the period from Yay 4, 1943 through June 26, 
1943-

Purchases 2! S~ell E~s !2! Price 
Support D2clin~ 

Purchases by the Food Distribution Administration of shell eggs for 
price support in some Southern States have continued, but at a declining rate. 
In March about 6,317 cases were bought and in April purchases totaled 5,205 
cases. The Food Distribution A~~inistration also purchased 3,000 cases of 
Procurement Grade eggs and. of course, the military services continue to pur
chase large quantities of shell eggs as well as some dried eggs. 

~ul t rl Marketin€!;;~ 1.£.£!:easing 
Seasonally 

Total marketings of young chickens from specialized producing areas 
appa.rently have continued larger than a year earlier. :But supplies of both 
live and dressed chickens have been considerably short of demand. Marketings 
of young chickens from commercial broiler areas l.lsually axe he1'!.Viest for the 
year in April end May. In the Midwest, narketings of young stock are increasing 
slightly but from a seasonally low level. 

Although the reduction from March to April in numbers of fowl on farms 
was about normal and 41 percent 18.rger than last year, available data indicate 
that receipts of fowl at primary markets have been smaller than a year earlier 
and smaller than average. In the North Central States the disappearance of 
la.,vers from flocks from MaTch to April were 35 percent larger th:::>n a year 
earlier. Receipts of fowl at Midwest primary markets during April, r~wevert 
were between 40 and 50 percent smaller than in the corresponding period of 
1942. The apparent disabreement between these indications probably reflect 
incre<1.sed diversion of fowl to consumer channels of trade before reaching 
packing plants. 

Stora~e Stocks £! Poultry Reduced 
Further 

Storage holdings of poultry in the United St~tes declined rapidly from 
mid-December 1942 through March 1943- On April 1 total holdings were the 
smallest for that date since 1918. With supplies at such a low level, net 
wi thdre.wals during April were considerably smaller than the record wi thdrawals' 
in April 1942. Holdings of young chickens in storage on May 1 were the 
smallest on record for that date. However, stocks of fowl, turkeys, and duch.--s
were la..rger than the Hay 1 holdings of the early 1930 I s.. Compared with May 1, 
1942, stocks of 8.11 classes for all regions were smaller on May 1, 1943 Elxcept 
holdings of roa.sters in the Mountain region and fowl in the Pacific Coast 
States. In these areas suchhold:ings wer&--moderately larger than on MaY 1 
last yee.:r .. 
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Poultry ~~ Continue Firm 

Fece.use of short supplies of poult11y relative tl') demand, quotations 
of both live and dressed birds have been at maxi~Qm levels permitted by 
Office of Pr' ~~ Administration regUlations. Many transactions are reported 
to have beer ~leted at prices above the ceilings. The Office of Price 
Administrati~ now engaged in a campaign to 'l'ripe out the Ifblack marketslt 

which have d.ev~l.v.l:'e(l in some paul try marketing areCls. Ma.,,:irmun prices for 
live poultry for 56 cities he.ve been connounced to be used as a guid.e for 
nroducers and dealers. 

W'nolesale p11ices of dressed young chickens B.t lTew York City in mid-
21C'.y '."ere 19 to 39 percent r.cigher than a year earlier; prices of fowl were up 
from 10 to 20 percent compared with mid-May 1942. The average price received 
-by fe.rmers for cr..id-:ens in mid-April 'Vas 24.6 cents per pound compared with 
18.4 cents C! year nrevious. 

OUTLOOK 

Demand f£! Chicks Continues Strong 

With the egg-feed. pJ:'icG ratio the most favorable on record for poultry
men ane. a sufficient tho~gh sC''7lE:)",vhat tight feed su:r~l~.T. farmers apparently are 
going aheC',d ''!i th pLms -GO rc,i 038 considers.-D:.y more (,J'd. c;rens them aver before .. 
During the first 4 mont.hs of i?)4-3 commerc:i 2,i :-v~·~S~:.l':'i.;;3 in n,E'; 'Jnited States 
produced 769 million chicks compared with GS;': .1L:U~.'1l. in the ·.;orre;3ponding 
period of 1942. On f:lay 1 there were 470 million head of chicks and young 
chickens on farms, an increase of 51 million head or 12 percent over a year 
earlier. The number of chicks hatched on farms so far this year ~robeb1y h&s 
been about the same as a ,}!ear eFrlier. Hence the number of commercial 
hatchery chicks not acco1.Ulted for by the number on farms on May 1 (including 
home hatChed chicks) is about 12 percent lC',rger than a year earlier. Although 
nonfarm purchases of chicks apparently are much larger than last year, it is 
likely th.at most of the increased numbers of chic~s not purchased for flock 
replacement purposes 48,S been used by commerciaJ broiler raisers. Commercial 
broilers uSU2~ly are sold when between 3 &nd 4 ~onths old. 

Production of chicks by commercial hatcheries always has been largest 
in April. In April 1942 hatcheries were operating almQst at capacity but the 
April output this year was 9 percent larger than a year earlier. :By regions 
the incree,ses in April chick output "Tere 2.S follows: North Atlantic, 13 
percent; East liiorth Central, 2 percent; West North Central, 6 percent; south 
Atle.ntic, 16 percent; South Ceniral, 16' percent; 8nd "Jestern Ste.tes, 18 percent 
On Max 1 bookings in the United States for la.ter delivery were more than doublt
those of C'. year earlier. It is likel;r th2t these data overstate the increase 
in demand to some extent, since the relatively tight si t'.!ation that has pre
~~eiled for several months with respect to hatching egg a:ld hatchery chick 
supplies has induced poultrymen to order chicks farthe~ in advance. Some 
hctcheries suppl;>ring chicks for broiler raisers aro booked to capacity for 
the rem8.inder of 1943. 
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Ff)od Admini stration Discourages Furtl1.er ~'"Pansio1i~ 
in Comhlercial Broiler FacilitieS-._-- -:.-..:--

The favorable relationship that hMexisted between feed and chicken 
prices has resu1.ted in nunerO'lS -requests for !)reference for materials to 
expand broiler !,p.i sing f2cili ties. Pec'?use commercial broiler production is 
concentrateo_ 12:;"[:(";77 in '''.rea.s ~hat r..ave 81'.7a;)--s been deficient in feed pro
duction anCl o~'-::;:'1':38 tl10proSrecti ve n8tioila1' feed supply for the coming year 
is smaller ttL?1l. ~. >88.r 8?rlier, the Y)ar ?oocl Administration has advised 
pou1tryme-'.'. :",t '/1 ;12kc i 'uther exu8P..[ions in b::,oiler. raising fecili ties. 
f1owe'T",:::-,~f ')~"::i. cG~.:{'; or:)~~_] er housing :b.cili t,ies B,re used to capacity the yeer 

.8rouLJ, ':;:''C ~_~ e~·-;~',;l-.. u~t::':)fi in 1r.l·!-3 r:ay be about 35 percent lal'ger th8n in 
1942. }};s:i L!.:'_~ ,::-~~",--~-.=k\·e, the nu!nber of' chicks used for broilers so far this 
yea.r :'1."'':' Do ,o·n :).,~.., =..- "~J.)1t 12 percent le.rgEir than a year esrlier. The output 
of -brc·ile:s :n r i .:>'..e ~nring to e8 .. rly f8.1l 1jrobebly 'vill not decline nea.rly 
as mucic s~'c,c;r'nc~i_l~T 2.S it usually has done in past years. ·Even if production 
of COrtWlercj.!c';-,-:rJ i.;_€~·s in 1943 is as much as 35 percent larger than in 1942 
i t ";cu.:.·~ ;::,ti =-~ ~)(.; .. lfOcos82ry to re.ise :for meat more th;:>.il 100 million young 
chid::,-,ll" 1.:.1 d L,:'s:"fied f8Tming arees as a second brood if the national • 
slDug~Ji,3:i' C'c'::" C:' 4 'bD lion pounds, dressed weight; is to 'ebe rea,ched. The 
Wex Fo()e..P~: i,:i'-,io;}!.'dio"J. hes advised that such out-of:",see.son production be 
carricO. oa 1.;--:'.i.:'1~}·jly by those farin~rs who have sufficient labor and feed 
2vei lab1e to CE2.TY through the program. 

Merketi~s of Young Chickens to Increase 
~c'?,;:~~l~ ~fO~ Fai~ 

Receipts of young stock at 1,Iid''Iest prima.ry markets have increased in 
the pest sever2.1 weeks but a.re still seasona.lly small~ These rne.r}~etiIlgs will 
increese meteria,ll~T in the next few weeks 2nd will not reach the annual 
sepsonal peek unt.'il October or November. Marketings of commercial broilers 
Dl-obeb1y will not increese much, if eny, ovel- the current level, but sales 
of 'fo,,')'l from leying f10ck:s will increc.se gree.tly wi thin the next few ",eeks. 
Total me.rketings of chickens end fowl in the second h21f of 1943 will be 
much he8vier than in the corresponding perioo. of 194~. 

Egg ?£od.u~t~~on to Decline Seasona.lly 
Ur:til November . 

Hum-oers elf la~Ters on f2rms will decline until August a.nd the re,te of 
output 'ner bird "d.ll decline until the se8.sona.l low point is rea.ched in 
Novenber. 1Tu.il1bers of layers on ferns, ho''Tever, 8re likely to continue con
siderably 1eTger then 8 year earlier through the summer and eE'rly fpll. 
Hence, p lthough egg production in the United. States will decline seasonally 
throuvh eer1y f811, the total output i s lP~ely to be considerably larger than 
e ~~7eBr eerlier. 

• 

Usuelly the increa.se in number of layers hE'S been less than the increasE' 
in number of chic:.:ensr2ised in the nreceding spring and summer. The number 
of 13yers on Janu2.ry 1, 1943 was 14 l"ercent la.rger than a year earlier but the 
number of chic'~ens ra.ised in 1942 'vas only 11 percent larger than in 1941. 
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The number of chickens ra.il:;ed for· flo,ck reple.cement purposes this year 
prob2bly I'dll be from lQ to 15 per,cent larger then in 1942. Size of le,ying 
flocks for the 1943-44 laying season, ho'Vever, will depend a great deal on the 
outcome of this :rear'-s feed:crops. Supplies of feeds per grain-consuming 
anima.l unit for the 1943-44 season may be 10 to 15 percent smaller than in the 
current season. By dr21'ring on reserve suppli es of feed, thereby reducing 
cerry-over to B. relatively low level, dis2,p:?carance of feed in the 1943-44 
season may be as large as in the 1942-43 season.· A continued favorable 
relationship betv.reen egg prices and feed prices ,"ould encourege fermers to 
delay heavy culling until absolutely neceSSctry. Hence any sales of fO'wl from 
laying flocks because of shortages in the 1943-44 feed supply are likely to 
be hoaviest in the late spring of 1944 a,fter the seasonal peak of egg pro
duction has been passed. 

Civilian Sunplies ?f ~G~S to Decline 
in Sccond Half of l:..2:±l 

Total egg production (including nonfarm production) in the United Stetes 
in the first 4 months of 1943 '''8S 15 percent (about 250 million dozens) lerger 
than in the corresponding period a year ea.rlier. Q,uf'ntities used for storingt 
drying, and hatching were 70 million dozens, 50 million dozens, and probebly 
about 25 million dozens lE'rger, respectively. Alth.ough increased quantities 
of eggs also ,,'ere 'lsed for the military forces, civilien consm:lption on e. per 
capi ta basis was substantiell;y' gre!;ter th2n a year earlier. Ii'.. th storage of . 
shell eggs limited la:L1 ge::"y to Gover:nment uses, civilian supplies of shell eggs 
mIl decline about 8.S procluction declines. As 2.. result, supp Lies of eggs for 
civilians next fa~l will be considerably short of demand. In deficit winter 
egg-producing aree,s supplies are likely to be particule.rly sme1l relative to 
demand, though for the Nation 8.S a \'Thole supplies me>.y be about the S.8.me as 
e yea.r earlier • 

. Turkey He.tchings Apparently Below 
~ Year ¥.O 

The demend for turkey poults has been unusi!L'>.lly strong so ftT this 
sep-son in line with f::;crmers I ear~y spring intentio!ls to raise 12 percent more 
turkeys this year than were. rei sed in 1942. In vie';'! of the sll1C,ller number of 
breeder hens on fs,rr:ls this year, howe,rer, the turkey ogg supply appa.rently 
will be considerebly short of the demC'Ild. Reports from 94 hatcheries showed 
683,000 poults hc.tched in April, a d.eclina of 2 percent from the ccrresponding 
month lEst year. The sa.'TIo plr'nts reported 6 percent fewer turkey eggs wore 
set in April thc-en a ;yoe,r 2g0. The turkey poult hat ching se2son ffi.'\T be 
lengthened some'.7nat, thereby helping to meet the strong demcmd for poults. 

Feed Supplies 2nd Pric0s 

Livestock prociuction is now et a record height and further increases 
ere in pro spect this yee,r. The number of grain-consuming livestock on farms 
next January 1 is likely to be 5 to 10 percent larger than on January 1, 1943. 
If crop yields are 8,vera,ge in 1943 the supply of feed gre_ins per grain-con
suming cmimeluni t, including wheat end rye a.vailable fJr feed in' 1943-44, may 
-be 10 to 15 porcent -below the 1942-)+3 SUppl~T. Consequently, it is proba.ble 
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that livestock production will cut heaVily into reserve feed supplies in 
1943-44• However, some alternatives may be adopted. Farmers may make a 
choice among the following alternitivcs or some c0mbination thereof in 
meeting the livestock-feed. si tuati~n in 1943-44: 

(1) Continue the present high rate of feeding, thereby reducing 
drastically reserve feed supplies by the fall of 1944; (2) reduce 
the current raite 0f feeding. thereby cutting down on per anime.l 
yield.s f)f some products, such as pork, lard, and beef; (3) reduce 
numbers of livestock raised be10'v numbers now in prf)spect. 

In addition, it is p')ssible that the quantity ')f '~rhea,t and rye fed 
crn.ld be increased and that addi tirmal imports of feed grain could be obtain 
fr0B surplus-producing countries. Steps alreadY have been taken by the War 
F00d Administrati'Jn to supplement 0ur feed supply by such imports. 

The averC",ge price paid by farmers f0r laying ma,sh incree.sed 4 cents 
per 100 pounds from mid-March to mid-April. The mid-April price of $3.16 per 
100 p')unds was 10 percent higher than a year earlier. In mid-April the egg- • 
feed -price rati') for 211 regil"Jns 1'''8S c0nsidera.bly [l'lre fav')rable than in mid
April 1942. 

With favorable prices for 0e:.gS 2nd poultry in the Dominion of Canada 
and re1eti vely large 'sunplies nf f~ed (including v1Theat) available, production 
f)f aggs and poultry U1 that country he,s incl~ea,sed greatly since the -beginning 
of the Europsan W8,r in 1939. Production of eggs on farms in Canada in 1942 
totaled 274 million dozens, an increase of 12 percent over 1941. The number 
nf chickens raised on fa.rms in 1942 was consid~ra-bly larger than in 1941. On 
December 1, 1942 tilere were l.f9.8 million hens and chickens on farms compared 
with 43.5 million on December 1, 1941. This represented an increase of 14.5 
percent and provided the basis for a further material expansion in egg pro
duction in the Domininn for 1943. • On the basis of all 0rdinary requirements for the domestic market and 
such quanti ties es Britain IDa,y require, a production goal for eggs in Canada t
wes established et 345 million dozens, an increase 0f 26 percent over 1942 
end 1n percent over the output in 1941. Pr)ducti0n of eggs on farms in Cana,da 
fr~~ 1930 thrnugh 1942 follows: 

Productir)ll of eggs on farms in Cenada, 1930-42 

--- ---.-- - --- ---Yeer Pr0duction · . Ye8,1' -production · . ---- --- Ei1lion d0Zens--- --- ~1illi0n dozens- ---· . . · . 
1930 · 230 : : 1937 · 219 · ... · .... 
1931 · 238 : : 1938 · 213 · ... · ... 
1932 229 : : 1939 · 222 · .. ,. · ... 
1933 222 : :1940 · 235 · ... · ..... 
1934 · 223 :: 1941 · 244 · ... · ... 
1935 · 224 : : 1942 · 274 · ... · ... 
1936 · 21_9 _ __ : : 194~: __ ~(~oal) · ... 
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Export contracts call for the shipment from Canada in dried form of thb 
equivalent of 63 million dozens or 18 percent of the Canadian farm-egg pro
duction objective. (Nonfarm production of eggs in Canada is assumeQ to be 
20.5 million dozens annually.) Domestic consumption of eggs so far this year 
-apparently has increased materially already and was expected to increase 
further with the institution of meat rationing in ~~ With intentions of 
making maximum supplies of exportable eggs a~_ilable for shipment in 1943, 
the Special Products Board issued two orders which became effective April 8, 
1943- One order prohibits the storage of liquid or frozen whole eggs, yolks, 
ot albumen without written authority. A second order pr~hibLts the use of 
Grade A large eggs for the manufacture of liquid or frozen eggs without per
mission from the Board. 

\ The Dominion Department of Agriculture has establishe~ goals for the 
production of poultry meat as well as for eggs. The ob,iectives for chicken 
and turkey product:l.on are 293 million pounds and 43 millioll--pounds, respectivelO 

ly, or increases of 25 percent for chickens and 13 percent for turkeys. The : 
Department has recommended that more producers rear twn cro~s of chickens 
annually, the first to be marketed early in the summer, the: second for the 
fall and Christmas maxkets • 
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